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Brett Kennedy better but 
not by much as Padres fall 
to Angels 

Jeff Sanders 

Brett Kennedy’s second impression was better than his first. 

But not by much. 

Freddy Galvis Jr. homered in his career-best third straight game, all the support 

the Padres’ 24-year-old rookie enjoyed before Justin Upton blasted a 435-foot home 

run off him en route to the Angels’ 7-3 win Tuesday night at Petco Park. 

“I thought my fastball command was there for the most part,” Kennedy said after 

allowing five runs on nine hits and a walk in five innings. “I fell behind some hitters. 

When you do that and you hit a spot, fastballs on the corners don't look as good when 

hitters are looking for the fastball, and they put some barrels on it.” 

Indeed. 

Four of those hits went for extra bases but only one — Upton’s monstrous shot to left-

center — left the yard this time. 

That alone was an improvement after Kennedy served up three straight blasts to 

the Brewers in the first inning in last week’s big-league debut, a first in MLB history. 

“The first one — you don’t read much into,” Padres manager Andy Green said before 

Tuesday’s game. “ … I want to see him go after guys. You can say that about just 

everybody, but when guys come up from the minor leagues sometimes there’s a 

passivity that they want to be perfect, they want to be too fine. 

“He needs to trust his stuff. It’s going to play here.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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At least that’s what the Padres are trying to find out these last weeks of the season. 

The Padres had already banished one rookie — Walker Lockett — to Triple-A El Paso 

after three ineffective turns in the rotation. Kennedy appears to have a longer leash 

after posting a 2.72 ERA as a Pacific Coast League All-Star, but he’s occupying a 

precious spot in a rotation — even if it is six deep at the moment — that could 

welcome rookie Eric Lauer back as soon as next week. 

Bryan Mitchell (elbow) could also re-emerge as an option for starts provided a fourth 

rehab appearance with Lake Elsinore this week goes well. Luis Perdomo (shoulder) is 

a bit further behind, while other young pitchers who could land on a September call-

up list include Cal Quantrill and Logan Allen. 

“We brought (Kennedy) here to get a look at him, to see how he would handle 

pitching in the big leagues,” Green said. “It's an opportunity that sits out in front of 

him still right now. We're going to continue to watch a lot of our young guys take the 

mound on a consistent basis for the next couple months and we have confidence that 

these guys are really going to rise up and take advantage of it.” 

Really, Kennedy had nowhere to go but up after allowing six runs in four innings in 

last week’s debut in Milwaukee. 

On the bright side, Kennedy allowed just one run over the final three innings of that 

start. 

The first eight hits Tuesday stayed in the yard. 

But after Eric Hosmer started a 3-6-3 double play to help him out of the first, 

Kennedy paid for the three straight hits he gave up to start the second, the last a run-

scoring double from Taylor Ward in his first major league at-bat. 

Eric Young Jr. extended the Angels’ lead to 3-0 with run-scoring triple in the fourth 

before Upton’s two-run homer erased Galvis’ fourth-inning solo shot. 

Upton added an RBI single in the seventh off Robert Stock, giving him eight hits in 19 

at-bats vs. San Diego since he left the Padres via free agency after the 2015 season. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pacific-coast-league-ORSPT000638-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-young-jr.-PESPT0015632-topic.html
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“The fastball found the middle of the plate relatively frequently,” Green said of 

Kennedy’s start. “When it found that, it found some barrels. We have to find a way to 

keep them off the heater a little bit better. For him, it's a learning experience right 

now and the pitch to Upton was one that ran right back over the middle to a guy that's 

been hurting us all series. 

“Those are the type of pitches we have to stay away from to the key hitters in the 

lineup – make sure other people have to beat us.” 

The Padres scored two runs immediately after Angels rookie Jaime Barria (5 IP, 1 ER, 

7 Ks) exited the game — one on Cory Spangenberg’s triple and another on Manuel 

Margot’s sacrifice fly. 

The sixth inning ended with Noe Ramirez fanning pinch-hitter Franmil Reyes with a 

runner on first in a 5-3 game. 

Facing the Angels’ injury-depleted lineup coupled with Petco Park figured to provide 

Kennedy with a soft landing for his second start. 

Two-time AL MVP Mike Trout is on the disabled list, Albert Pujols had the night off 

and the last three position players in the order — Kaleb Cowart, Ward and Young — 

all faced Kennedy earlier this year in the Pacific Coast League, where he allowed two 

runs in 18 innings against the Angels’ Triple-A affiliate in Salt Lake. 

Kennedy was 10-0 with 80 strikeouts as a PCL All-Star but has allowed 20 hits — and 

a lot of them hit hard — through his first nine innings in the majors. He has struck 

out only five. while the weak contact that carried him methodically up the ladder to 

San Diego has been noticeably absent two starts into his first big league call-up. 

“I think it's just getting the hitters off balance,” Kennedy said. “At times it seems like 

hitters are a little comfortable and for me I've got to move their feet and move in and 

out and find what works. If it's mixing in more off-speed and trying to attack more 

with the fastball instead of paint corners, it's definitely trying to get the hitter to get a 

little bit less comfortable at the plate.” 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-most-valuable-player-award-EVSPR000098-topic.html
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Hot Freddy Galvis homers 
in third straight game 

Jeff Sanders 

With Wil Myers trying his hand at third base down the stretch and the Padres’ 

entertaining the idea of Christian Villanueva at second base, Freddy 

Galvis’ presence in the middle of the infield will be as important as ever. 

His bat’s not too shabby these days, either. 

Galvis homered in his third straight game Tuesday in the Padres’ 7-3 loss to the 

Angels, a career-best for the glove-first shortstop. The 28-year-old switch hitter has 

collected six of his 10 home runs in the first 23 games of the second half. 

“I thought Freddy’s been swinging the bat really well since he came back from the all-

star break,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “I think the at-bats have been really 

good from Freddy across the board. He went through a little bit of a lull for a short 

period of time, but I think his at-bats have been markedly better the last month.” 

Galvis hit a grand slam in Sunday’s win against his old Phillies team, a solo shot 

Monday and another on Tuesday, which began with Galvis hitting .289/.337/.530 

since the All-Star break. 

This despite Galvis starting every game this year and playing in 285 in a row dating 

back to the last day of the 2016 season. 

With new faces rotating into the infield, the Padres will count on Galvis more than 

ever. 

“(It) makes things easier, just having a consistent anchor in the infield,” Green said. 

“That makes it easier to move guys around, knowing that somebody’s going to be 

there to stabilize the whole collective group.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Notable 

• Rookie RHP Trey Wingenter allowed the first run of his career, walking two 

batters in the ninth – including Shohei Ohtani on four pitches – ahead 

of Kole Calhoun’s sacrifice fly. He has struck out five batters in four innings, 

walked three but has yet to give up his first hit. 

• 1B Eric Hosmer returned to the lineup, singling in four at-bats. He has 

reached base via a hit or a walk in 19 of his last 20 games (.368 OBP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Padres notes: Makita's 
history with Ohtani, Myers' 
backhands 

Jeff Sanders 

The Saitama Seibu Lions posted Kazuhisa Makita a little more than a week after 

the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters did the same with Shohei Ohtani. The two 

Japanese players shared the same clubhouse during the World Baseball 

Classic(Ohtani’s ankle injury kept him from playing) and are sharing the same field 

this week at Petco Park. 

The 33-year-old Makita, however, is realistic about his chances of facing his fellow 

countryman. The two-way Japanese phenom is relegated to pinch-hitting duties 

during the Angels’ stay in an NL park and Makita is sporting a 6.83 ERA in 27 2/3 

innings in the majors and is allowing a 1.056 OPS to left-handed hitters like Ohtani. 

“As far as the game situation, when I come in is when we’re really ahead or really 

down,” Makita said through interpreter Kenji Aoshima. “But facing him in those 

game situations, I would still have fun and go after him.” 

Makita estimates that he faced Ohtani, predominantly a pitcher in Japan, seven 

times. He had not given up a hit and recorded “two or three” strikeouts in those 

meetings. 

Ohtani is hitting .271/.349/.522 with 12 homers and 34 RBIs through 233 plate 

appearances. He came off the bench in the 10th inning Monday to work a walk against 

right-hander Craig Stammen. 

“As you can see he’s a scary hitter,” Makita said. “He’s one of those guys you have to 

be cautious with, but I haven’t given up a hit against him.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-baseball-classic-EVSPR000026-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-baseball-classic-EVSPR000026-topic.html
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Makita added: “Since he’s been over here, he’s changed his batting stance. Before he 

had lifted up his leg and now he’s sliding it. We’ll see how he’s adjusting over here and 

how I do as well.” 

Back-handed compliment 

More often than not, Wil Myers was backhanding balls in Monday’s debut at third 

base – balls he had plenty of time to get in front of. 

Padres manager Andy Green doesn’t see an issue with the technique that others 

might. 

Not if it’s working. 

“(Nolan) Arenado is clearly the best third baseman in the league,” Green said. “You 

watch him play third base and there would be some things you wouldn't teach. But 

there's a God-given ability to get a play done the way other people don't. Arenado 

almost never sets his feet, plays backhands and off to the side on almost every ball he 

fields.” 

The Padres simply want Myers’ athleticism to dictate his actions around third base, 

where he started again Tuesday. 

“He's very confident in using his hands,” Green said of Myers, who picked up eight 

assists in Monday’s 6-3 loss to the Angels in 10 innings. “What we don’t' want him to 

do is become mechanical and turn him into a robot. We want him to be an athlete out 

there. He's going to backhand balls that some people wouldn't. I don't have an issue 

with that because I have confidence he's going to make the plays.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Column | Good and bad of 
Padres moves, including 
Myers to 3B 
 
Tom Krasovic 
 

What did Wil Myers show at third base Monday night? 

“He was out there having fun,” a scout said after watching Myers record nine assists 

and a putout at his new position. 

Can he stay there? 

“He’s got the ability to be OK if he sticks with it,” the scout said. “He has better feet 

than the guy they had there (Christian Villanueva). When he was at first base, I never 

saw his feet get tangled up. And when he played first, he was always accurate when he 

threw to get the lead runner.” 

Is it too soon to get excited? 

“Give it 35 games,” the scout said. “He’ll have to work on his arm angles.” 

Myers and Nevin 

The Myers chapter brings to mind the Phil Nevin chapter. 

The Padres signed each slugger to a big contract that became problematic. 

The team moved Nevin off third base to clear room for top prospect Sean Burroughs. 

Manager Bruce Bochy tried Nevin at several spots, including left field, first base and 

catcher. 

The comparison stops there, for now. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-villanueva-PESPT000010484-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bruce-bochy-PESPT0000011511-topic.html
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The Padres tired of Nevin and tried to trade him but needed his consent in several 

instances due to the no-trade powers he’d gained as part of the contractual 

negotiations. 

He shot down trades with the Reds, Brewers and Orioles. 

Finally, during the 2005 season, the late Kevin Towers found a team not covered by 

Nevin’s no-trade clause. 

In a swap of cost-above-performance contracts, Nevin went to Texas and pitcher 

Chan Ho Park joined the Padres. 

The trade worked out for the Padres, who went on to win the NL West. Players and 

staff said the move cleared up a distraction. Park provided decent pitching and got 

along with teammates and staff. 

Good athlete 

Scouts rate Myers, who was drafted as a catcher and has played all three outfield 

positions for the Padres, a good major league athlete. 

Moving him around could allow him to maintain better concentration, a goal that 

Myers cited after several mental lapses in 2017. 

The scout doubts Myers would gripe if the team assigned him a “super-utility” role. 

“He has fun playing, wherever he is,” he said. 

It’s smart of the Padres to try Myers at third now. They have six outfield candidates 

for next year and Eric Hosmer entrenched at first base. 

Ideally, Myers would be a fixture in line with the $67.5 million the team owes him 

from 2020-22. 

The Padres are trying to salvage a questionable contract that quadruples Myers’ 

salary to $22.5 million in 2020. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cincinnati-reds-ORSPT000008-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kevin-towers--PEBSL000502-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Bring Urias up 

The scout praised the Myers move and a few other developments, but suggests Luis 

Urias should be playing second base for the Padres, not their Triple-A club. 

“Urias should have been in San Diego three weeks ago,” he said. 

The scout’s rationale is that Carlos Asuaje and Jose Pirela aren’t long-term options, 

and Cory Spangenberg projects as a utility man, at best. 

Playing Urias in the big leagues now would prepare him for April, when winning 

games will be more important than now. 

“I guess the Padres have to win the Triple-A pennant this year,” the scout quipped. 

Freddy Galvis 

The price on Galvis has gone up since the Padres and he agreed to a one-year 

contract. 

“Galvis would have reasonable to good interest,” in free agency this offseason, the 

scout said. 

He recommends the Pads sign Galvis and have Fernando Tatis play third base to start 

his career next season. 

He noted that young pitching is flooding into the rotation. Galvis, he said, would help 

the young pitchers establish themselves. 

He doesn’t like the prospect of pairing young pitchers with a low-experience infield of 

Myers at third, Tatis at short, and Urias at second. 

Of course, if Tatis moves to third that sends Myers to the outfield or the trade block. 

My understanding is that Myers didn’t get a no-trade clause when the contract was 

agreed to. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Austin Hedges 

The scout lauded Hedges for getting back to a “middle of the field” approach as a 

hitter, and suggested that better health has allowed him to use his lead arm to better 

guide the bat. 

He said Hedges was instrumental to pitcher Jacob Nix having a scoreless major 

league debut last week. 

“The Phillies’ hitters kept stepping out of the box,” he said, “and Hedges would call 

something slow with the next pitch. It was great.” 

He said the catcher’s defensive prowess is making him a borderline “very good 

player,” now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
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Kennedy still searching for first MLB win 

By Katie Woo 

SAN DIEGO -- Brett Kennedy toed the rubber Tuesday night hoping to fare better in his second 
career start in the big leagues than he did in his first. He did, but only marginally. 

Despite a 10-0 campaign in the Minor Leagues this season, Kennedy fell quickly to 0-2 in the 
Majors, as the Angels defeated the Padres, 7-3. 

The Angels' lineup capitalized on shaky command and misplaced location, tagging Kennedy for 
nine hits and five runs -- a total that could have been considerably more if it wasn't for Freddy 
Galvis nabbing runners at the plate twice. The biggest blow came in the top of the fifth, 
when Justin Upton uncorked a 435-foot two-run home run into the Angels' bullpen for his 
second home run in as many days against the Friars. 

"I wanted to go back out there for the fifth and get a quick inning," Kennedy said. "But I gave up 
a leadoff hit and then tried to do a little bit too much with the pitch and left it down the middle. 
Guys like Justin Upton don't miss that pitch." 

After Tyson Ross and Jordan Lyles were lost to waiver claims, and Eric Lauer landed on the 
disabled list, the Padres made it clear their plan was to experiment with the starting rotation. 
After all, the spots in the rotation of the future are open for the taking, and no one has proved to 
be a mainstay. 

The club promptly called up Kennedy, who despite not being one of the team's top 25 
prospects, grabbed attention after posting a 2.72 ERA in 16 starts at Triple-A El Paso. 

But the stark difference between the Minor Leagues and the Major Leagues has cast its light on 
Kennedy, who has struggled to stump hitters since his debut. He labored through five frames on 
Tuesday, throwing 106 pitches, 63 for strikes. In his two starts combined, he's given up 20 hits 
and four home runs through nine innings and holds an 11.00 ERA. 

Kennedy predominantly relied on his fastball and weak contact in Triple-A. He's missed spots 
with his heater, though, leaving it over the middle of the plate. He knows he can't fool big league 
hitters with that and is open to changing his approach by mixing in more offspeed pitches. 

"He's thrown on conviction and confidence throughout his Minor League career," manager Andy 
Green said. "There are times when he's missed middle. … The consistency with which they hit 
that middle fastball is higher here than Triple-A. When he gets those types of hitters, the ball's 
got to stay in its lane." 

Despite his struggles, it seems Kennedy's spot in the rotation is safe, for now. The Padres 
continue to stress the importance of testing out their prospects, and Green confirmed that the 
team isn't done looking. 

"We brought him here to get a look at him, see how he would handle pitching in the big 
leagues," Green said. "It's an opportunity that sits out in front of him still right now. We're going 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664028/brett-kennedy
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
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to continue to watch a lot of our young guys take the mound on a consistent basis for the next 
couple of months."  

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Freddy on fire: The outcome for the other rookie starter in the game was much better. Jaime 
Barriastumped the Padres for five innings -- his lone earned run came on Galvis' solo shot in 
the fifth. It was the third home run in as many days for Galvis, setting a career-high for longest 
consecutive home run streak. 

Not normally known for his offensive production, Galvis is 8-21 in his last six games with four 
home runs and eight RBIs. He has a .435 on-base percentage and a .952 slugging percentage 
in that time frame as well, and has slugged five home runs in his last nine games. 

SOUND SMART 
With his RBI triple in the sixth inning, Cory Spangenberg recorded the fastest home to third 
time for the Padres this season. Spangenberg lined a 2-2 breaking ball from Hansel 
Robles down the line in right field, then raced around the bases for a total time of 11.06 
seconds -- the eighth-fastest three-bagger in baseball this year. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Wil Myers is just two games into his new position at third base, but he's already turning some 
clutch plays. Speedy Andrelton Simmons chopped a slow roller to Myers in the third inning, 
and Myers promptly raced in, barehanded the ball and fired on the run to Eric Hosmer at first 
for the out. Yes, he still has a perfect fielding percentage at the hot corner. 

"Wil's going to be fine over there," Green said. "I think everybody can see that." 

UP NEXT 
Robbie Erlin (2-3, 3.36 ERA) will square off against Angels' Felix Pena (1-3, 4.95 ERA) in the 
final game of the series. Erlin has worked his way back into the Padres rotation, after being 
used predominantly as a long reliever. He's 1-0 in two five-inning starts since the swap. He's 
posted a 7.41 ERA in his four starts this season however, compared to the 2.05 he notched in 
27 relief appearances. First pitch is scheduled for 6:10 pm PT at Petco Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/570663/hansel-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/570663/hansel-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
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Galvis takes leadership role in evolving 
infield 

By Katie Woo 

SAN DIEGO -- The Padres are experimenting with their roster, and will continue to do so for the 
remainder of the season. San Diego was 17 1/2 games back in the National League West going 
into Tuesday night's game vs. the Angels, but has one of the best-ranked farm systems in 
baseball and various prospects eagerly awaiting their callup. 

Wil Myers played third base Monday night, in his return from the disabled list, had had eight 
assists, one shy of a franchise record. Manager Andy Green confirmed that Christian 
Villanueva will see time at second base. 

But there's one change the Padres won't be making. 

Freddy Galvis -- in the midst of turning in a Gold Glove-caliber campaign in his first year as the 
Padres shortstop -- has fully embraced the mentorship role in the clubhouse. 

As Myers and Villanueva adjust to potential new positions, and the Padres continue to try to 
solve the riddle of the most productive way to utilize their 25 players, Galvis will stay the course.  

"[It] makes things easier, just having a consistent anchor in the infield," Green said of Galvis. 
"That makes it easier to move guys around, knowing that somebody's going to be there to 
stabilize the whole collective group." 

Galvis' .985 fielding percentage ranks third-best among MLB shortstops, and he's just three 
putouts (166) behind the Angels'  Andrelton Simmons for the highest total. He's also baseball's 
current iron man, with a streak of 284 consecutive games played, dating back to the final day of 
the 2016 season, when Galvis was with the Phillies. He has started every game for the Padres 
this season. 

That makes sense, considering San Diego is the only team that doesn't carry a backup 
shortstop on its 25-man roster. Now he'll tack on a new duty to his daily regimen as he takes 
over a new-look infield. 

"I just try to help those guys, keep those guys on the same page, try to know what they're 
thinking," Galvis said. "I was in that position before when I was moving positions. It was kind of 
hard sometimes. 

"Communication is the most important thing," he added. "That's something we've been doing. I 
talked yesterday a lot with Wil about what he was thinking, and all of that stuff. I try to help him 
anticipate some plays and anticipate who's running." 

Galvis has seen a change in his offensive production, something the 28-year-old isn't known for. 
In the bottom of the fourth of Tuesday night's 7-3 loss, Galvis sent a solo shot off of Angels 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/brett-kennedy-struggles-in-loss-to-angels/c-290342084
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starter Jaime Barria into the T-Mobile Home Run deck for his third consecutive game with a 
homer -- a career-high streak. 

"Freddy's been swinging the bat really well since he came back from the All-Star break," Green 
said before Tuesday's game. "I thought the at-bats were really good for Freddy, across the 
board. … His at-bats overall have been markedly better over the past month." 

The shot was his 10th home run of the year. Galvis also leads the team in RBIs with 49. 

Galvis will be a free agent at the end of the season, and with highly touted infield prospects 
Fernando Tatis (No. 1 ranked prospect on the club, according to MLB Pipeline) and Luis Urias 
(No. 4) knocking on the door, there isn't a guarantee the Padres will have room to re-sign him. 
Green has indicated that he would like to see Galvis stay, and Galvis said the same. 

I like the players, I like the coaching staff, I like the city, I like the team, I love everything about 
that," Galvis said. "I want to be here for a few more years, so we'll see how that goes." 

Worth noting 

Myers notched a perfect 9-9 fielding day in his debut at third base. 

He displayed a strong tendency to backhand plays in his debut, though Green isn't worried. 

"[Nolan] Arenado is clearly the best third baseman in [the National League]," Green said. "You 
watch him play third base there'd be some stuff you wouldn't teach. But there's God-given ability 
to get a play done, the way other people wouldn't. 

"Wil's backhand is very confident," he added. "When you watch him take ground balls, he's very 
confident in just using his hands. What we don't want to have him do is just become mechanical. 
We don't want to turn him into a robot. We want him to be an athlete out there. He's going to 
backhand balls that other people wouldn't. I don't have an issue with that, because I've got 
confidence he's going to make the plays." 

If Myers is able to find his footing at third base, it would clear space in a packed outfield. Moving 
Myers to third and slotting Villanueva at second would allow Hunter Renfroe, Manuel 
Margot, Travis Jankowski and Franmil Reyes to see considerably more time in the outfield. It 
would also keep more power bats in the lineup, something the Padres desperately need. Their 
110 total home runs are the third-lowest in the National League. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
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Gore spins six strong innings for Fort 
Wayne 

By Mike Rosenbaum 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on 
Tuesday. 

While there were many strong offensive performances across the Minor Leagues, no hitter 
stuffed the box score quite like No. 34 overall prospect Carter Kieboom did as he powered 
Double-A Harrisburg in a rout of Erie, 15-3. 

The Nationals' No. 2 prospect had a huge night at the plate, hitting a pair of home runs, a triple 
and a double to finish 4-for-5 and a single short of the cycle. He scored a career-high five runs 
in the contest and drove in another four. 

Kieboom hit both of his home runs off of Tigers No. 4 prospect Alex Faedo, as the 20-year-old 
shortstop took Faedo -- Detroit's 2017 first-round pick -- deep in the first and fourth innings. The 
multi-homer performance was Kieboom's first this season and the second of his career. 
Kieboom's leadoff triple in the third inning -- his first triple of the season -- also came against 
Faedo. 

Chasing the cycle after hitting a pair of homers and a triple in his first three at-bats, Kieboom 
walked on four pitches to lead off the sixth inning but added a two-run double in the following 
frame. In his final trip to the plate, the 2016 first-round pick flew out to right field. 

Kieboom is hitting .269/.327/.425 with five home runs, 12 doubles and 15 RBIs in 46 games 
since his promotion to the Double-A level on June 21. 

Overall, he's produced a robust .285/.361/.464 line with 16 homers, 26 doubles and 61 RBIs in 
107 games between Harrisburg and Class A Advanced Potomac. 

• No. 7 overall prospect Forrest Whitley (Astros' No. 1) tossed two scoreless innings for 
Double-A Corpus Christi in his return from the disabled list. He threw 35 pitches (17 strikes) in 
the outing, posting two strikeouts and walks apiece. The 20-year-old right-hander had been 
sidelined for over a month after he left his July 5 start with left oblique discomfort. 

• No. 10 overall prospect Royce Lewis (Twins' No. 1) and Alex Kirilloff (Twins' No. 2, No. 30 
overall) each collected two hits including a solo homer and scored two runs for Class A 
Advanced Fort Myers. Both players finished 2-for-5, with Lewis also hitting a triple in the contest. 
Lewis, the No. 1 overall pick in the 2017 Draft, is hitting .316/.379/.495 with 13 homers, 28 
steals and 81 runs scored in his first full season, while Kirilloff sports a .347/.389/.581 line with 
17 homers, 39 doubles and 93 RBIs. 

• No. 11 overall prospect MacKenzie Gore (Padres' No. 2) tossed six innings of one-run ball for 
Class A Fort Wayne en route to his second career win. The 19-year-old lefty scattered six hits, 
struck out five and did not issue a walk as he matched the longest outing of his career. Gore has 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/news/prospects/index.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=was
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=det
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=min
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd


  

 18 

pitched to a 4.11 ERA with 70 strikeouts and 16 walks over 57 innings (15 starts) in his first full 
season. Esteury Ruiz (Padres' No. 17) paced the TinCaps at the plate by going 3-for-4 with an 
RBI. The 19-year-old second baseman stole a base, his 40th in 50 attempts this season. 

• No. 37 overall prospect Keibert Ruiz (Dodgers' No. 2) recorded his third two-homer game of 
the season, but it wasn't enough to keep Double-A Tulsa from falling to Corpus Christi, 10-6. 
The 20-year-old switch-hitter hit both homers from the left side of the plate, as he connected on 
a solo homer in the fourth inning followed by a three-run shot in his next trip to the plate. He 
finished 2-for-5 at the plate, marking his fourth straight game with multiple hits. 

• No. 66 overall prospect Matthew Liberatore (Rays' No. 5) spun his second consecutive 
scoreless start in the GCL. The 2018 first-round pick struggled with control as he walked four, 
but he also struck out four as he gave up just two hits in 4 2/3 innings. Liberatore hasn't given 
up a run in back-to-back starts (9 2/3 innings) and hasn't allowed an earned run in any of his 
past four outings, a span of 16 2/3 innings. 

• Blue Jays No. 29 prospect Rowdy Tellez blasted two of the six home runs hit by Triple-A 
Buffalo in a 14-5 win over Charlotte. Both homers were tape-measure shots, as Tellez 
connected on a two-run homer in the third inning and then added a solo shot in the eighth. He 
also doubled in the contest to finish 3-for-5 with three RBIs and three runs. Tellez's second two-
homer performance of the season pushed the 23-year-old first baseman's season total to 13 
homers through 100 games, during which he's slashed .274/.343/.444. 

• Dodgers No. 24 prospect Cristian Santana set a career high with six RBIs, four of which 
came on a walk-off grand slam that led Class A Advanced Rancho Cucamonga over Lake 
Elsinore, 13-9. He also collected three singles and scored three runs in the contest, finishing 4-
for-6. The 21-year-old is hitting .255 on the season, with 21 home runs and 95 RBIs in 113 
games. 

• Mets No. 24 prospect Simeon Woods Richardson worked three strong frames as he 
extended his career-opening streak without allowing an earned run to 11 1/3 innings for the 
Mets' Rookie-level Gulf Coast League squad. The 2018 second-round pick yielded three hits 
and struck out four in the outing. Through five appearances, the 6-foot-3, 210-pounder sports a 
15-to-4 strikeout-to-walk ratio with a .209 opponents' average. 

• Padres No. 23 prospect Hudson Potts connected on a solo home run in the first inning that 
gave Double-A San Antonio an early lead over Springfield. It was the first Double-A homer for 
the 19-year-old third baseman, who finished 2-for-5 in his fourth game with the Missions. A first-
round pick in 2016, Potts was promoted to the Texas League after he slashed .281/.350/.498 
with 17 homers, 35 doubles and 58 RBIs over 106 games at Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore. 

• One day removed from garnering MLB Pipeline Prospect Team of the 
Week honors, Rangers No. 8 prospect Joe Palumbo picked up his first win of the season 
behind 5 1/3 scoreless innings for Class A Advanced Down East. He allowed two hits, walked 
three and struck out nine while throwing 49 of 85 pitches for strikes. The 23-year-old left-hander 
has fanned 20 batters in 10 1/3 frames over his past two starts -- both scoreless outings. 

• Red Sox No. 5 prospect Tanner Houck turned in one of his better starts of the season to earn 
the win for Class A Advanced Salem. The 2017 first-rounder allowed one earned run on four hits 

http://m.mlb.com/player/665923/esteury-ruiz
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=la
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tb
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/player/642133/rowdy-tellez
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=la
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
https://www.mlb.com/news/prospect-team-of-the-week-led-by-vlad-jr/c-290141106?tid=151437456
https://www.mlb.com/news/prospect-team-of-the-week-led-by-vlad-jr/c-290141106?tid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tex
http://m.mlb.com/player/643478/joe-palumbo
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
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(including a solo homer) and struck out seven over seven innings. Houck owns a 3.13 ERA with 
70 strikeouts over 63 1/3 innings (11 starts) in the second half after posting a 5.50 ERA and 
compiling as many strikeouts as walks (41) over his first 55 2/3 frames (12 starts). 
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Jacob Nix’s unique changeup could prove 

to be devastating, considering his high-

octane fastball 

By Dustin Palmateer  

When Jacob Nix threw the first changeup of his big-league career last Friday 

night against the Phillies, Statcast initially registered it as a curveball. Just his 

third pitch of the game, give MLB’s pitch-classifying algorithm a break. An 

81.2 mph offering to César Hernández, the changeup in question came in north 

of 13 mph slower than Nix’s first two fastballs, which averaged a cool 94.7 

mph. 

Take a look at the average pitch speed around the league in 2018, per Pitch 

Info. 

Pitch MPH Speed Differential from FB 

Four-seam Fastball 93.7 — 

Curveball 79.3 14.4 

Changeup 84.7 9.0 

Working with little information, Statcast erroneously classified Nix’s 

changeups as curveballs because — by speed alone, at least — they looked 

more like curveballs than changeups. 

On the night, Nix ended up tossing a dozen changeups that averaged 81.4 mph, 

with his fastest one traveling at 83.5 and his slowest at 79.9, according 

to Brooks Baseball. Nix also maintained his fastball velocity throughout the 

game, averaging 94.4 mph. Out of his 19 hardest fastballs — he topped out at 

96.5 on his fourth pitch — 14 came in the first inning, with the other five being 

delivered in his final frame, the sixth. In between, he sat in the 93-94 range. 

On average, Nix threw his changeup 13 mph slower than his fastball. 

Does anyone (outside of Bugs Bunny, anyway) possess that large of a speed 

differential between the two pitches? Well, no — not among regular starters in 

2018, anyway. 

Pitcher FB Speed CH Speed Differential 

https://theathletic.com/author/dustin-palmateer/
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=pit&lg=all&qual=0&type=17&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0,ss&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=pit&lg=all&qual=0&type=17&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0,ss&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0
http://www.brooksbaseball.net/pfxVB/pfx.php?s_type=3&sp_type=1&batterX=0&year=2018&month=8&day=10&pitchSel=656798.xml&game=gid_2018_08_10_phimlb_sdnmlb_1/&prevGame=gid_2018_08_10_phimlb_sdnmlb_1/
http://www.brooksbaseball.net/pfxVB/pfx.php?s_type=3&sp_type=1&batterX=0&year=2018&month=8&day=10&pitchSel=656798.xml&game=gid_2018_08_10_phimlb_sdnmlb_1/&prevGame=gid_2018_08_10_phimlb_sdnmlb_1/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IOt2iw-7n6A
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Jacob Nix 94.4 81.2 13.2 

Clay Buchholz 90.2 77.3 12.9 

Reynaldo López 95.4 83.2 12.2 

Matt Boyd 89.8 77.8 12.0 

Marco Estrada 88.9 77.0 11.9 

Among the 147 starters with at least 30 innings and a 5 percent or higher 

changeup usage rate, only 15 have posted speed differentials bigger than 10 

mph so far in 2018. While the four listed alongside Nix above hardly qualify as 

a Cy Young-caliber quartet, the 10-and-up group also features Max Scherzer, 

Luis Severino and Tyler Anderson. 

Does the speed gap mean Nix’s changeup is likely to be better than the average 

one, though? It might. 

Group Swing Rate Whiffs/Swing GB/FB wCH/C wFB/C 

>10 mph 

differential 

49.6 29.2 2.1 0.44 -0.03 

<5.5 mph 

differential 

50.7 26.1 4.1 -0.67 -0.50 

As you can see, the group of pitchers with a large speed differential between 

their fastball and change have gotten more whiffs this season, while pitchers 

with a small differential have induced more grounders. Note the last two 

columns, which are FanGraphs’ pitch-specific linear weights for the changeup 

and fastball. In both categories, the large-differential group prevails, perhaps a 

credit to the better interplay between the two pitches. (The large-gap group also 

has better numbers than the middle tier in those last two categories, in case you 

were wondering.) 

The results seem to jibe with much more rigorous past research. In 2013, Harry 

Pavlidis found that both fastball speed and FB-CH speed differential lead to 

higher whiff rates (at the expense of groundball rate) for the changeup. To go 

along with a league-best differential, Nix’s 94.4 mph fastball is more than one 

mph higher than the league average for starters and would rank in the top third 

of the league if he had enough innings to qualify. Nix has both factors in his 

favor, which could turn his changeup — often ranked behind his curveball by 

scouts — into a true swing-and-miss secondary option. 

Let’s take a look at some of Nix in action. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/library/offense/pitch-type-linear-weights/
https://www.baseballprospectus.com/news/article/20539/what-makes-a-good-changeup-an-investigation-part-1/
https://www.baseballprospectus.com/news/article/20539/what-makes-a-good-changeup-an-investigation-part-1/
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First, a fastball to the Phillies’ best hitter, Rhys Hoskins. 

Then, on the following pitch, a changeup. 

OK, so there’s another thing that makes Nix’s changeup interesting. 

In Pavlidis’ research, he also found that a large gap between a pitcher’s vertical 

fastball and changeup movement correlated well with whiffs. In fact, it 

correlated better than either fastball speed or FB-CH speed differential. Sure 

enough, Nix’s 7.7-inch movement differential ranks 33rd out of the 555 

pitchers to throw at least one four-seam fastball and one changeup this season, 

in the same range as pitchers like Zack Greinke, Carlos Carrasco and Scherzer. 

Note how Nix dots the up-and-in corner with the 1-1 fastball. To that point, 

Hoskins had seen seven fastballs and three curveballs in his three at-bats. 

Righty on righty, he probably wasn’t sitting on a two-strike changeup, a pitch 

he sees only 11 percent of the time in that situation. Nix threw it, and for a 

split-second, Hoskins probably assumed it was a heater headed for the middle 

part of the plate. Then it slowed down and dropped off the table, inspiring only 

a foolhardy hack from Hoskins. 

Nix pulled out all the stops in his final inning. Going into the sixth, he had 

started batters with 16 fastballs and five curveballs — not a single changeup 

led off an at-bat. In the sixth, he started both Carlos Santana — he threw five of 

his 12 changes to the switch-hitting Santana — and Odúbel Herrera with 

changeups. Herrera, gearing up for a mid-90s fastball, nearly screwed himself 

into the ground when Nix delivered him a first-pitch changeup at 81.1 mph. 

It was only one start, of course, and Nix has questions to answer in start No. 2 

and beyond. Can he continue to command his fastball well, hitting the edges of 

the strike zone? Will his curveball — which didn’t coax a whiff on Friday — 

become more effective? And can he maintain deceptive arm action on such a 

slow changeup, avoiding some of the common pitfalls of his slow change 

comrades? 

There’s only so much we can learn from 12 pitches, but thanks to baseball’s 

pitch-tracking technology, we can already identify that Nix has a unique 

changeup. Combined with a high-octane fastball, it could help him cement a 

position in the middle of a soon-to-be-crowded Padres rotation. 

 

http://www.brooksbaseball.net/h_tabs.php?player=656555&gFilt=&time=month&minmax=ci&var=usage&s_type=2&startDate=01/01/2018&endDate=08/14/2018&balls=-1&strikes=2&b_hand=R
https://theathletic.com/374267/2018/05/31/best-pitches-of-2018-who-changes-it-up-the-best/
https://theathletic.com/374267/2018/05/31/best-pitches-of-2018-who-changes-it-up-the-best/
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Upton homers, drives in 3 to lift Angels 
past Padres 7-3 

 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- Taylor Ward acted like it was his first day in the majors everywhere but in the 
batter's box. 

Ward went with a pitch and hit an opposite-field RBI double in his first major league at-bat, and 
had two hits and reached safely three times as the Los Angeles Angels beat the San Diego 
Padres 7-3 on Tuesday night. 
 
"I'm not trying to hit the ball over there, but if they give it to me over there I'll hit it there," said 
Ward, who became the 13th player to debut in the majors for the Angels this year. 
 
"He had the normal butterflies that any youngster would have, when he came up, and looked 
really comfortable in the batter's box," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "He did a great job." 

After the game, Ward reverted to the kid on his first night in the majors, clutching a baseball as 
he answered questions. When asked if it was the ball he connected with for his first hit, Ward 
said, "It sure is. I'm about to give it to my dad in about three minutes." 

Justin Upton had three hits, including a home run for the second straight night, and drove in 
three runs for the Angels, who've taken two in a row from the Padres. 
 
"I had a lot of fun when I played here, and always enjoyed the ballpark," said Upton, who spent 
2015 in a Padres uniform. "It's fun place to play. I've had some stretches where I've been seeing 
the ball well this year. I just feel like right now I'm getting a few more pitches to hit." 

Like the 1-1 pitch from Brett Kennedy that Upton crushed 435 feet into the left-center field 
bleachers for his 26th homer of the season to make it 5-1 in the fifth inning. 
 
"He was locating his fastball really well, but he just made a mistake," Upton said of Kennedy. 

Upton, who capped the Angels' 10-inning win Monday night with a two-run homer, added an 
RBI single in the seventh. 

"The way he has been swinging it this week, he's given us a big lift," Scioscia said. "He's htting 
the ball hard, getting good at-bats, driving in runs, doing things he's capable of doing." 

Freddy Galvis hit his third home run in three games for the Padres, a solo shot with one out in 
the fourth. It's the first time in his career that Galvis has homered in three consecutive games. 
Eric Young Jr. tripled and had two RBI for Los Angeles. Young's triple came in the fourth when 
his liner to right-center field scooted past San Diego right fielder Travis Jankowski all the way to 
the wall, scoring Ward from first base. 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39872/brett-kennedy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29759/eric-young-jr
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
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Jaime Barria (8-7) held the Padres to one run and six hits in five innings, striking out seven while 
walking one, for his third victory in four starts after losing six in a row. 
 
"He battled. He was missing up a lot and a lot of counts got away from him," Scioscia said. "He 
pitched a good five innings, but he had to work hard to get there." 

Kennedy (0-2) gave up five runs and nine hits over five innings in his second major league start. 
He lost his debut on Aug. 8 after becoming the first pitcher in the modern era (after 1900) to 
give up three consecutive home runs in the first inning of his debut. 

"He has to have better command up here," Padres manager Andy Green said. "The consistency 
that they hit that middle fastball is a little different than at Triple-A." 

CALLED UP 

Ward, the 26th overall pick in the 2015 draft, was called up Monday night after posting a .349 
average with 14 homers and 60 RBI over 102 games split between Double-A Mobile and Triple-A 
Salt Lake. 

"He didn't get too many at-bats on the major league side in spring training, but looking at him 
on the minor league side you could see he had the potential to do what he's doing this year," 
Scioscia said. 

TESTED AGAIN 

After recording eight assists and a putout in his debut at third base Monday night, Wil 
Myers made a fine play at the position in the second inning, barehanding a slow roller and 
throwing out Andrelton Simmons at first. 
 
PADRE POSITIVES 

Manuel Margot's single with one out in the second snapped a 0-for-16 slump. Travis Jankowski 
stole his 20th base of the season. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: Shohei Ohtani came out of Monday night's 33-pitch bullpen session in "good" shape, 
Scioscia said. Ohtani is expected to throw a bullpen session Wednesday, increasing the intensity 
and number of his pitches. ... 1B Albert Pujols got the night off. 
 
Padres: C Austin Hedges got the night off after starting 11 of the previous 13 games. 
 
UP NEXT 

Angels: RHP Felix Pena (1-3, 4.95 ERA) makes his 10th start of the season for the Angels in the 
series finale. In his three road starts, Pena is 1-1 with a 1.84 ERA. 
 
Padres: LHP Robbie Erlin (2-3, 3.36) is set to face the Angels for the first time. Erlin has made 
four starts and 27 relief appearances this year. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34956/jaime-barria
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33599/manuel-margot
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34920/felix-pena
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31791/robbie-erlin
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#PadresOnDeck: Mejía Homers 

for Triple-A El Paso; LHP Keel, 

RHP Thompson Sharp 
By Bill Center 

Francisco Mejía, the catcher the Padres received on July 19 from 
Cleveland in the trade for relief pitchers Brad Hand and Adam 
Cimber, was 2-for-4 Monday night with a solo homer for Triple-A El 
Paso. 

Mejía, who is ranked the Padres’ №3 prospect by MLB Pipeline as well 
as the 21st overall in minor league baseball, is hitting .298 since joining 
the Chihuahuas. 

Right-handed starter Mason Thompson returned from the Single-A 
Fort Wayne disabled list to give up one hit and no walks with three 
strikeouts over four scoreless innings for the TinCaps. The 6-foot-7 
Thompson, 20, had been sidelined with a forearm strain. He lowered his 
earned run average to 4.71. 

Left-hander Jerry Keel, 24, allowed two runs on five hits and two walks 
with a strikeout for El Paso to lower his Pacific Coast League ERA to 
3.42. 
 

Right-hander Cole Bellinger, 18, allowed a run on three hits and a 
walk with five strikeouts over six innings for Short-Season Single-A Tri-
City, where he has a 6.12 ERA. 

When second baseman Carlos Asuaje was optioned by the Padres to El 
Paso, infielder River Stevens was returned from El Paso to Double-A 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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San Antonio. Also, left-handed reliever Brad Wieck was placed on El 
Paso’s seven-day disabled list. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (67–52): SALT LAKE 4, Chihuahuas 3 — RHP T.J. 
Weir (2–1, 4.63 ERA) followed Keel and took the loss, allowing two 
runs on two hits and a walk with a strikeout in one innings. 2B Luis 
Urías (.270) backed Mejía, going 1-for-3 with a sacrifice fly and two 
RBIs. SS Javy Guerra (.219) was 1-for-2 with a walk and a run scored. 
CF Auston Bousfield (.244) had a double in four at-bats with a run 
scored. 1B Allen Craig (.296) had a double in four at-bats. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23–25, 65–53): The Missions were off 
Monday. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (24–26, 58–62): The Storm 
was off Monday. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (23–26, 55–63): TIN CAPS 3, West Michigan 
2 — RHP Jose Quezada (1–1, 3.09 ERA) followed Thompson and 
allowed two unearned runs on three hits and a walk with two strikeouts 
in three innings to get credit for the win. LHP Daniel Sexton (0.00) 
allowed a hit and a walk with a strikeout in 1 1/3 scoreless innings. 
RHP Evan Miller (2.50) allowed two hits in two-thirds of a scoreless 
innings. LF Jack Suwinski (.226) hit a two-run homer in three at-bats. 
CF Jeisson Rosario (.280) was 2-for-4 with two runs scored. 
2B Esteury Ruiz (.246) was 1-for-2 with a hit-by-pitch. 1B Nick 
Feight (.203) was 1-for-4. LF Olivier Basabe (.350) was 1-for-1 but 
injured his had stealing second. SS Owen Miller (.360) was 0-for-3 
with a sacrifice fly. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (6–12, 24–32): Hillsboro 3, 
DUST DEVILS 2 (10 innings) — SS Tucupita Marcano (.381) was 3-
for-5 with a RBI. LF Grant Little (.256) was 2-for-4 with a double and a 
stolen base. CF Tre Carter (.224) was 1-for-5. 2B Xavier 
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Edwards (.133) was 0-for-3 with two walks, a stolen base and two runs 
scored. RHP Diomar Lopez (1.54 ERA) followed Bellinger and allowed 
a hit and a walk with four strikeouts in two scoreless innings. 
RHP Korey Anderson (0–1, 2.84) allowed two runs (one earned) on 
four hits with two strikeouts in two innings to take the loss. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (30–31): White Sox 6, 
PADRES 2 — C Brandon Valenzuela (.262) was 2-for-3 with a walk 
and a RBI. 3B Vladimir Echavarria (.205) was 2-for-3 with a double, 
a walk and a RBI. Starting RHP Eudi Asencio (2–4, 4.50 ERA) allowed 
five runs (four earned) on five hits and three walks with two strikeouts in 
four innings to take the loss. RHP Sergio Carrizoza (2.41) allowed a 
run on four hits and a walk with four strikeouts in four innings. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 

PADRES-1 (9–6, 19–24): The Padres were off Monday. 

PADRES-2 (7–7, 22–20): The Padres were off Monday. 
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This Day in Padres History — 8/15 
By Bill Center 

Aug. 15, 1980 — First baseman Willie Montanez goes 5-for-9 and 
scores the Padres only run as they lose a 3–1, 20-inning decision to 
Houston at San Diego Stadium. In terms of time, the six-hour and 17-
minute marathon is still the longest game in Padres’ history. 

Aug. 15, 1991 — Right-hander Greg W. Harris allowed three hits and 
two walks with six strikeouts in a complete game and pinch-hitter Oscar 
Azocarsingles home the lone run in the eighth as the Padres defeat 
Atlanta 1–0 at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

Aug. 15, 2001 — Closer Trevor Hoffman picks up his 300th career save 
as the Padres defeat the Mets 2–1 at Qualcomm Stadium. Starter Kevin 
Jarvisallows a run on two hits over the first eight innings as he and 
Hoffman combine on a two-hitter. 

Aug. 15, 2004 — Right-hander Adam Eaton allows two runs on eight 
hits and a walk with eight strikeouts over six innings and goes 2-for-2 at 
the plate with two doubles, two RBIs and two runs scored in a 7–2 
Padres win in Cincinnati. 
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Upton leads Angels to 7-3 win over Padres 
 
AP 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Justin Upton had three hits, including a home run for the second 
straight night, and drove in three runs to lead the Los Angeles Angels to a 7-3 victory 
over the San Diego Padres on Tuesday night. 

Eric Young Jr. tripled and had two RBIs, and rookie Taylor Ward had two hits, 
including an RBI double in his first major league at-bat, as the Angels won their 
second in a row over San Diego. 

Upton crushed a 1-1 pitch from Brett Kennedy 435 feet into the left-center field 
bleachers for his 26th homer of the season to make it 5-1 in the fifth inning. 

Upton, who capped the Angels’ 10-inning win Monday night with a two-run shot, 
added an RBI single in the seventh. 

Freddy Galvis hit his third home run in three games for the Padres, a solo shot with 
one out in the fourth. It’s the first time in his career that Galvis has homered in three 
consecutive games. 

Young’s triple came in the fourth when his liner to right-center field scooted past San 
Diego right fielder Travis Jankowski all the way to the wall, scoring Ward from first 
base. 

Jaime Barria (8-7) held the Padres to one run and six hits in five innings, striking out 
seven while walking one, for his third victory in four starts after losing six in a row. 

Kennedy (0-2) gave up five runs and nine hits over five innings in his second major 
league start. He lost his debut on Aug. 8 after becoming the first pitcher in the 
modern era (after 1900) to give up three consecutive home runs in the first inning of 
his debut. 

CALLED UP 

Ward, the 26th overall pick in the 2015 draft, was called up Monday night after 
posting a .349 average with 14 homers and 60 RBI over 102 games split between 
Double-A Macon and Triple-A Salt Lake. He finished his debut 2-for-3 with a walk and 
an RBI. 

TESTED AGAIN 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/upton-leads-angels-to-7-3-win-over-padres-081518
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/justin-upton-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-angels-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-young-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/freddy-galvis-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/travis-jankowski-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jaime-barria-player-stats
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After recording eight assists and a putout in his debut at third base Monday night, Wil 
Myers made a fine play at the position in the second inning, barehanding a slow roller 
and throwing out Andrelton Simmons at first. 

PADRE POSITIVES 

Manuel Margot’s single with one out in the second snapped an 0-for-16 slump. Travis 
Jankowski stole his 20th base of the season. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: Shohei Ohtani came out of Monday night’s 33-pitch bullpen session in “good” 
shape, Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. Ohtani is expected to throw a bullpen 
session Wednesday, increasing the intensity and number of his pitches. … 1B Albert 
Pujols got the night off. 

Padres: C Austin Hedges got the night off after starting 11 of the previous 13 games. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: RHP Felix Pena (1-3, 4.95 ERA) makes his 10th start of the season for the 
Angels in the series finale. In his three road starts, Pena is 1-1 with a 1.84 ERA. 

Padres: LHP Robbie Erlin (2-3, 3.36) is set to face the Angels for the first time. Erlin 
has made four starts and 27 relief appearances this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/andrelton-simmons-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/shohei-ohtani-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/felix-pena-player-stats

