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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

 The Angels blanked by the Seattle Mariners 
 

By JEFF FLETCHER 
 
THE GAME: The Angels managed just three hits in a 7-0 loss to the Seattle Mariners on Saturday afternoon 
in Peoria. Most of the Angels’ everyday players had the day off. 
 
PITCHING REPORT: Left-hander John Lamb, who got the assignment because the Angels gave their other 
starters an extra day of rest this time through the order, gave up five runs in three innings. Lamb had 
allowed only three runs in his first 8-1/3 innings this spring. An Orange County native, Lamb is likely to be 
in the Triple-A rotation… Right-hander Keynan Middleton entered with a runner at third and no outs in the 
fourth. He struck out the first two hitters before giving up a hit. He then came back to start the fifth and 
got two more outs. “That’s the best stuff he’s had all spring,” Manager Mike Scioscia said… Lefty José 
Álvarez recorded four outs in the fifth and sixth innings. The Angels have been trying most of their relievers 
in multi-inning stints lately… Felix Peña pitched a scoreless inning. He has 12 strikeouts in 7-1/3 innings this 
spring. 
 
HITTING REPORT: The Angels had just one hit in 5-2/3 innings against Marco Gonzalez, who is the Mariners 
No. 4 starter. Rymer Liriano had the only hit… Chris Carter had an infield hit… Albert Pujols, who  dropped 
to 7 for 33 this spring, will hit in a minor league game on Sunday. Scioscia said Pujols will led off every 
inning to get as many as at-bats as he needs. 
 

DEFENSE REPORT: Catcher René Rivera threw out speedster Dee Gordon easily on a stolen base attempt in 

the fourth inning… Left fielder Michael Hermosillo made a sliding catch… Catcher Juan Graterol couldn’t 

find a ball that got past him, allowing a runner to score from second on the passed ball. 

 
UP NEXT: Angels (Nick Tropeano) vs. Rangers (Martín Pérez), 1 p.m., Surprise Stadium, Fox Sports 
West/KLAA (AM 830) 

 

Shohei Ohtani still ticketed for majors with Angels 
 

By JEFF FLETCHER 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. — While Shohei Ohtani has struggled to put up the spring training numbers to match his 
talent, it seems the Angels are still prepared to give him a shot to show what he can do in the majors. 
Despite the results he’s gotten as a pitcher and hitter, the Angels are still planning to start Ohtani in the 
major leagues, according to a source. 

General manager Billy Eppler and manager Mike Scioscia have both been noncommittal about Ohtani’s 
place on the major league roster, but each has expressed confidence in Ohtani’s talent. 

Both said on Saturday they are evaluating him based on elements of his performance — on the mound and 
at the plate — that go beyond outs and hits. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/17/the-angels-blanked-by-the-seattle-mariners/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/17/the-angels-blanked-by-the-seattle-mariners/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/16/sellout-crowd-sees-shohei-ohtani-shelled-in-angels-loss-to-rockies/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/16/sellout-crowd-sees-shohei-ohtani-shelled-in-angels-loss-to-rockies/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/17/shohei-ohtani-still-ticketed-for-majors-with-angels/?share=facebook&nb=1
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/17/shohei-ohtani-still-ticketed-for-majors-with-angels/?share=facebook&nb=1
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“Pitching wise, absent a couple pitches each outing completely getting away from him, losing grip or feel, 
he’s been around the strike zone with the majority of his pitches,” Eppler said Saturday. “We look at walk 
rate and strike throwing and the ability to get hitters to swing and miss. As we look at those things, those 
are the foundation of our evaluative methodologies, and those things are in place.” 

Ohtani has pitched in four games this spring, most recently a performance on Friday in which he allowed 
seven runs on seven hits in 1-1/3 innings against the Colorado Rockies. Overall, he’s allowed 15 earned 
runs and recorded 25 outs in four games, three of them against mostly minor league opposition. 

His velocity has reached 98 mph, and he’s got 19 strikeouts and three walks, all of which has bolstered the 
Angels’ confidence. 

“I think Shohei is very close,” Scioscia said Saturday. “I thought you saw the stuff, especially getting out of 
the first inning (no runs and two strikeouts). There are some things he’s very close on.” 

Scioscia said Ohtani spent some time on Saturday morning going over video with pitching coach Charlie 
Nagy. 

Ohtani’s next start is not yet scheduled, but his previous two starts have been on six days rest. If he stays 

on six days rest, he would pitch on Friday. He may not pitch in a major league game, because the Angels 

want to make sure he can get up to 90-plus pitches. He threw about 80 pitches on Friday, including 30 in 

the bullpen following his early exit from the game. It’s also possible Ohtani’s next outing could be his final 

one before the start of the regular season. 

As for Ohtani’s hitting, Eppler said there is reason to believe that he’ll be better than his 2-for-20 

performance so far in major league exhibition games. 

“We evaluate decision-making on pitches, the swing-no swing relationship, how hitters make certain 

decisions, and he’s checking a lot of boxes there,” Eppler said. “I know he doesn’t have the results he 

would want to have or people outside would want to see, like batting average. There have been some at-

bats that have been more difficult for him and he’s faced some pretty good pitchers. He’s struck the ball 

hard. He doesn’t chase pitches outside the strike zone. He does some things we value. I would say he’s 

been better than his slash line.” 

Eppler also said definitively that the Angels aren’t planning to have him abandon hitting. 

“The track record gives us the confidence to move forward with him as a two-way player,” he said. 

Ohtani is scheduled to hit in against the Texas Rangers on Sunday in Surprise. He had initially been 

scheduled to hit in a minor league game, but the Angels changed the plan on Saturday afternoon. 

Stock rising 
David Fletcher remained in big league camp on Saturday, after infielders Colin Walsh and José Fernandez 

were sent out over the previous 24 hours. 
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Although still a dark horse to win a spot on the Angels’ opening day roster, Fletcher has opened eyes by 

leading the team with a .378 average, prior to Saturday’s game. 

“He continues to do things easier and understands the game more and he’s having a terrific spring,” 

Scioscia said. “He’s worked his way onto our depth chart, not only the way he played last summer but 

what he showed this spring.” 

Fletcher, a product of Cypress High and Loyola Marymount, was the Angels’ sixth-round pick in 2016. He 

has hit .282 with a .696 OPS in the minors, earning a spot in the Arizona Fall League and rising to Triple-A. 

Despite his solid performance this spring, Fletcher still seems likely ticketed to start the season at Triple-A, 

so he can play every day. 

Kaleb Cowart and Jefry Marte are the top candidates to win the final bench spot, with Fernandez and 

Walsh being sent out and Nolan Fontana having lost time with a shoulder injury. If Marte makes the team, 

Zack Cozart would have to serve as the Angels’ backup second baseman. 

Also 
Garrett Richards got an extra day of rest, so he is now scheduled to start in a minor league game on 

Sunday, with Nick Tropeano starting the big league game against the Texas Rangers. The Angels are 

expected to have several of their starters work in minor league games this time through the rotation, to 

build up their pitch-count. Richards remains in line to start on opening day, although the Angels’ have not 

announced their season-opening rotation. 

Matt Thaiss, the Angels’ first-round pick in 2016, was sent to minor league camp on Saturday morning. It 

was a rough couple days for Thaiss, who played at Virginia. A day earlier, Virginia became the first No. 1 

seed to lose to a No. 16 in the NCAA basketball tournament. 

 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Scioscia: Ohtani 'very close' to turnaround 
 
Top prospect has shown flashes of promise but far from finished product 

By Maria Guardado 

 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- Despite his disastrous start on the mound Friday, the Angels continue to believe 

that Shohei Ohtani is close to turning a corner in what has been an underwhelming spring. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani


March 18, 2018  Page 6 of 9 
 

After being shelled for seven runs over 1 1/3 innings against the Rockies, Ohtani did not take the field 

with the rest of the team on Saturday and instead remained inside to review video of the outing with 

pitching coach Charles Nagy. 

"It's not outside the realm of what we do with other pitchers," manager Mike Scioscia said. "It happens. 

It's part of how we try to get concepts across to pitchers." 

While Ohtani has shown flashes of his tantalizing promise, it's also clear that the 23-year-old two-way 

phenom remains far from a finished product. In four pitching appearances this spring, including two 

Minor League starts, Ohtani has surrendered 17 runs (15 earned) on 18 hits over 8 1/3 innings, yielding a 

16.20 ERA. He has also struck out 19 and walked three. As a left-handed hitter, Ohtani is 2-for-20 with 

seven strikeouts and three walks in eight Cactus League games. 

Ohtani's struggles in both disciplines have prompted many to wonder if he'll end up opening the season 
in the Minors, an outcome that felt unimaginable a month ago. But Scioscia has sidestepped questions 
about Ohtani's roster status and stressed that the Angels are evaluating Ohtani through a different lens 
than the rest of the world, focusing less on traditional statistics like ERA and more on factors like pitch 
execution, spin rate and process. 

"I think Shohei is very close," Scioscia said. "You saw the stuff there, especially getting out of that first 
inning. There are some things he's very close on and is working on. We're paying a lot of attention this 
week to getting him to where he needs to be. He works very hard. When he gets back out there, 
hopefully we'll get the results that he's looking for." 

Ohtani is scheduled to bat in Sunday's Cactus League game against the Rangers (watch live on MLB.TV), 

but his next start on the mound won't come until Thursday at the earliest. 

Scioscia acknowledged that Ohtani's next outing could come in a Minor League game, as the Angels 

need to ensure that he gets his pitch count up to 90 before the start of the season. Ohtani departed 

after throwing only 50 pitches on Friday, though he went three more simulated innings in the bullpen to 

continue to build up his stamina. 

"We're obviously sitting on a lot of things," Scioscia said. "That's one of them." 

 

Prospect Fletcher in mix for final bench spot 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- Infield prospect David Fletcher's strong spring appears to have thrust him into the mix 

for the final bench spot with the Angels. 

Fletcher, who started at shortstop and went 0-for-3 in the Angels' 7-0 loss to the Mariners at Peoria 

Stadium on Saturday, has made an impression after batting .350 (14-for-40) in 18 Cactus League games. 

https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/18
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/angels-vs-mariners/2018/03/17/534126
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"He's worked his way onto our depth chart, from not only the way he played last summer, but what he 

showed this spring," manager Mike Scioscia said. "There's no doubt that David has put himself in the 

conversation." 

A sixth-round Draft pick out of Loyola Marymount in 2015, Fletcher reached Triple-A Salt Lake last 

season after hitting .266 with a .655 OPS, three home runs, 39 RBIs and 20 stolen bases in 111 games 

across two Minor League levels. He ranks as the Angels' No. 23 prospect by MLB Pipeline. 

Two other infielders, Colin Walsh and Jose Miguel Fernandez, were among the Angels' most recent 

round of roster cuts, but the 23-year-old Fletcher remains in big league camp with less than two weeks 

to go until Opening Day. 

Jefry Marte and Kaleb Cowart are the likely frontrunners to win the final bench spot, as the Angels might 

prefer to have Fletcher further his development by playing every day in the Minors. Nolan Fontana is 

another candidate, but he has not played since Feb. 27 due to right shoulder inflammation. 

Middleton, Alvarez shine 

Keynan Middleton struck out three over 1 2/3 scoreless innings against the Mariners on Saturday, 

trimming his spring ERA from 8.53 to 6.75. It was an encouraging performance for Middleton, who had 

given up runs in each of his three previous outings. 

"That's the best stuff he's had all spring," Scioscia said. "That's good to see. I liked his fastball command, 

I thought he was aggressive. He commanded counts much better, and his slider was sharper. All 

positives for Keynan." 

Jose Alvarez, who has enjoyed the strongest spring of all the Angels' relievers, continued his impressive 

stretch by firing 1 1/3 scoreless innings. The 28-year-old left-hander now has a 1.08 ERA over 8 1/3 

innings in seven Cactus League appearances. 

"Jose Alvarez just keeps going," Scioscia said. 

Noe Ramirez, who is a contender for the final bullpen spot, surrendered two runs on two hits, including 

a solo homer to Kyle Seager, in the seventh. 

Thaiss sent down 

The Angels optioned first-base prospect Matt Thaiss to Minor League camp along with Fernandez on 

Saturday. Thaiss, the Angels' first-round Draft pick in 2016, batted .259 (7-for-27) in 15 Cactus League 

games. 

Happy St. Patrick's Day 

Strength and conditioning coach Lee Fiocchi delighted the Angels by wearing a green suit adorned with 

shamrocks during Saturday morning's team stretch. The Angels also joined the rest of Major League 

Baseball in celebrating St. Patrick's Day by wearing green caps during their game against the Mariners. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/player/595023/colin-walsh
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-miguel-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/545337/nolan-fontana
http://m.mlb.com/player/641871/keynan-middleton
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/572122/kyle-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/642136/matt-thaiss
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Up next 

Nick Tropeano, who has allowed three runs over 3 1/3 innings in two Cactus League appearances this 

spring, will start against the Rangers on Sunday in Surprise. Two-way phenom Shohei Ohtani is also 

expected to bat in the game. First pitch is scheduled for 1:05 p.m. PT, and the game can be viewed live 

on MLB.TV. 

 

      FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Calhoun earns place in core of Angels' lineup 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) — Of the 10 players in the Los Angeles Angels' starting lineup for a recent spring 
training game, only one had been with the team longer than Kole Calhoun. 

That would be the face of the club, star outfielder Mike Trout. 

Calhoun enters his fifth full major league season as a constant presence in a lineup of players who are 

new to the Angels, or haven't been around as long. He doesn't get as much of the spotlight as Trout, 

Albert Pujols, Justin Upton, and certainly new two-way player Shohei Ohtani. But Calhoun is someone 

the Angels are counting on. 

"Trust me, we don't take Kole for granted. He's part of this core and an important part of this core," 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "We're happy to have him." 

Calhoun has been the Angels' everyday right fielder since 2014. Other players have come and gone, and 

even the right-field wall at Angels Stadium has changed. But Calhoun will be stationed in front of it yet 

again in 2018. 

"You kind of learn as you go and learn how to navigate this big league life. Different cities and different 

teams and better pitching and the game just keeps getting better and better," Calhoun said. "So you 

kind of grow with the game and learn on the job a little bit." 

Calhoun is coming off a season that saw him hit .244, the lowest batting average he's ever posted in his 

major league career. He hit 19 homers and drive in 71 runs. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/18
https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/18
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With a group of proven hitters in front of him in the Angels' projected batting order — including Ian 

Kinsler, Trout, Pujols and Upton, Calhoun is hoping to raise his average this season. He's been hitting 

over .400 this spring. 

"There was some things I worked out in the offseason. I wanted to see how they played out in the 

spring, and you know, it's going good so far," Calhoun said. "Using the whole field, got to be happy 

about that. 

"There's a lot of numbers that were still good, too. Everybody looks at the average. I look at the average 

and I don't like where it's at," Calhoun said of last season. "So yeah, you want to right after the season 

go home and get to work and try to get ready for another year." 

Calhoun won't get a chance to test out the new dimensions in right field until he returns with the Angels 

for an exhibition game against the crosstown Los Angeles Dodgers later this month. The Angels moved 

the home run boundary down from the top of the wall down 10 feet to a height of eight feet. 

That means balls the left-handed hitting Calhoun might have hit for extra bases could be home runs, and 

the same goes for opposing team's balls hit to the wall beyond Calhoun's reach. 

"Obviously it's going to change some games. There's a lot of balls that bang high off that wall and stay in 

play, now it's a run," Calhoun said. "We'll see when we get there. It'll be fun and interesting and kind of 

a new challenge." 

 


