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MLB unveils 2018 holiday & special event uniforms 
Staff | MLB.com | March 19, 2018 
 
Major League Baseball today unveiled the lineup of holiday and special event uniforms that will be worn during the 2018 Championship Season. 
These holidays and events include: Jackie Robinson Day, Mother's Day, Father's Day, Memorial Day weekend and Independence Day weekend. 
MLB collaborated with its Authentic Collection partners -- New Era Cap, Stance and Majestic -- to create a cohesive uniform design for each 
event. 
 
MLB will again donate its licensed uniform royalties that are connected to charitable initiatives. Proceeds will be donated to the Jackie Robinson 
Foundation (Jackie Robinson Day), Susan G. Komen (Mother's Day), Prostate Cancer Foundation (Father's Day), Stand Up To Cancer (Mother's 
Day and Father's Day), and MLB Charities (Memorial Day and Independence Day) -- used to support programs for service men and women, 
veterans and military families. 
 
JACKIE ROBINSON DAY: SUNDAY, APRIL 15 
This year is the 71st anniversary of Jackie Robinson's Major League Baseball debut, when he broke baseball's color barrier. As has been tradition 
each April 15th since 2009, MLB will celebrate Jackie Robinson Day with all players and on-field personnel wearing Number '42' during that 
day's games. For 2018, there will be additional on-field uniform elements including a commemorative patch on all team caps and jersey sleeves, 
socks emblazoned with '42,' and a brand new lightweight hooded fleece for batting practice and dugout wear, also featuring the '42' logo. Licensed 
royalties from all these items will be donated to the Jackie Robinson Foundation. 
 
MOTHER'S DAY: SUNDAY, MAY 13 
During games on Mother's Day Sunday, players will wear newly designed caps highlighted by a pink crown and team color brim. A matching pair 
of pink socks is optional for every player, while regular Club jerseys will be adorned by a pink ribbon on the left chest. Since 2006, players have 
swung pink bats, worn pink ribbon decals and sported pink wristbands on Mother's Day to raise awareness and, through charity auctions, funds to 
fight breast cancer. 
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MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND: SATURDAY, MAY 26 - MONDAY, MAY 28 
 
MLB's annual league-wide observance of Memorial Day will honor those who lost their lives while serving their country. MLB again plans to 
participate in the National Moment of Remembrance through which ballparks on Memorial Day will conduct moments of silence and special 
pregame ceremonies. 
 
In addition, during all games taking place over Memorial Day weekend, players will wear a new camouflage-designed cap - the 10th year in a row 
that New Era created a cap specifically for this holiday. A matching jersey will be worn by players and managers for the sixth straight year. The 
right side of the caps feature five stars to represent the five branches of the U.S military, while the stars are also stitched on the jerseys' right 
sleeves and sewn across the socks. The Toronto Blue Jays will wear four maple leafs on the right side of their caps to signify the four branches of 
the Canadian military. 
 
FATHER'S DAY: SUNDAY, JUNE 17 
Father's Day uniforms will follow the same pattern as the Mother's Day uniforms. A light blue ribbon will be placed on the left chest of regular 
team jerseys, while New Era designed a new light blue cap with team color brim. Players also have the option of wearing multi-pattern blue-dyed 
socks. Players have worn blue ribbons and sported blue wristbands throughout the years on Father's Day since MLB first partnered with the 
Prostate Cancer Foundation in 1996. 
 
INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND: MONDAY, JULY 2 - WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 
For the 11th consecutive summer, U.S.-based MLB Clubs will sport stars and stripes-decorated caps with red, white and blue team logos to 
celebrate Independence Day. For the fourth straight year, Clubs will also wear a matching jersey, and after a popular debut in 2017, player socks 
will match the rest of the uniform with a stars & stripes pattern. The Toronto Blue Jays will sport their red alternate jerseys with red Maple Leaf 
caps on Canada Day - July 1. 
 
For product availability, visit MLB.com. For more information on the charities that MLB is supporting through its 2018 special event uniform 
program, see the links below. 
 
Jackie Robinson Foundation: http://www.JackieRobinson.org 
Susan G. Komen: http://www.komen.org/ 
Prostate Cancer Foundation: http://www.pcf.org 
Stand Up To Cancer: http://www.standuptocancer.org 
 
 
 
Spring additions have altered Twins' roster 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 18, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Much has changed with the roster since the Twins arrived for Spring Training, as they've since traded for right-hander 
Jake Odorizzi, signed first baseman/designated hitter Logan Morrison to a one-year deal with an option and inked right-hander Lance Lynn to a 
one-year pact. 
 
That means the initial roster projections by MLB.com in early February have changed, so here's a new look at how the roster could look on 
Opening Day now that it's exactly two weeks away. 
 
Catcher (2): Jason Castro, Mitch Garver 
 
First base (2) Joe Mauer, Morrison 
 
What changed: Kennys Vargas was initially slated to be the backup first baseman to Mauer and also serve as a part-time designated hitter, but he 
became the odd man after the addition of Morrison. Vargas was designated for assignment on Friday, but the Twins are hopeful he will clear 
waivers so he can head to Triple-A Rochester. 
 
 
 
Second base (1): Brian Dozier 
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Third base (1): Miguel Sano 
 
Shortstop (1): Eduardo Escobar 
 
What changed: Jorge Polanco was suspended 80 games without pay by Major League Baseball after testing positive for Stanozolol, a 
performance-enhancing substance. 
 
Outfield (4): Eddie Rosario, Byron Buxton, Max Kepler, Robbie Grossman 
 
What changed: The prediction remains the same, but Grossman's chance of making the roster took a hit with the signing of Morrison, who will be 
the club's regular designated hitter. The Twins could instead go with the speedy Zack Granite as their fourth outfielder over Grossman because he 
can play all three outfield positions. Grossman, though, is out of options, while Granite can be sent to Triple-A Rochester, which could play a 
factor in the decision. 
 
Utility (2): Ehire Adrianza, Erick Aybar 
 
What changed: Aybar will likely make the team as a backup infielder following Polanco's suspension. 
 
Starting pitchers (4): Jose Berrios, Lynn, Odorizzi, Kyle Gibson 
 
What changed: Berrios and Gibson were part of the initial projection, along with left-hander Adalberto Mejia and right-handers Phil Hughes and 
Tyler Duffey. But the additions of Odorizzi and Lynn changed that, as Mejia was optioned to Triple-A Rochester on Tuesday. Hughes remains a 
candidate to start, but the Twins are expected to open the season with a four-man rotation because of off-days. Duffey's chances were hurt by the 
roster moves this spring, but he could still make the roster as a long reliever. 
 
Bullpen (8): Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed, Zach Duke, Trevor Hildenberger, Taylor Rogers, Ryan Pressly, Hughes, Tyler Kinley 
 
What changed: The Twins are expected to start with eight relievers instead of seven, which could open a spot for a long reliever like Hughes, as 
well as one more spot. Rodney, Reed, Duke, Hildenberger, Rogers and Pressly were all projected to be a part of the bullpen, and that hasn't 
changed despite rough springs from Hildenberger and Rogers, who were two of the club's best relievers last season. 
 
Kinley has a real shot at making the roster because of his stuff, as his fastball has hit as high as 99 mph this spring to go along with a 92-mph 
slider. As a Rule 5 Draft selection, Kinley has to stay on the roster all season or be offered back to the Marlins. With the Twins looking to contend 
this season, they could decide to trade for Kinley so he's not subjected to the Rule 5 limitations. Alan Busenitz was initially predicted to the make 
the roster, but he has struggled this spring. 
 
 
 
Escobar, Adrianza must step up to fill SS void 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 19, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco was originally on the travel list for Monday's 11-8 loss to the Pirates, but on Sunday he met 
with chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and manager Paul Molitor to disclose that he was dropping his appeal and would be suspended 80 games 
for the use of a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
The Twins had to reshuffle their plans, starting Ehire Adrianza at shortstop against Pittsburgh, and will have to do the same in the first half of this 
season, as the club is expected to stick with in-house options to replace Polanco, who isn't eligible to return until June 30. Eduardo Escobar is 
expected to be the club's regular shortstop with Adrianza serving as his backup. Whoever starts at shortstop on Opening Day will be Minnesota's 
13th different starting shortstop over the last 14 years. 
 
"It's an area we felt we had depth," Falvey said. "With Escobar stepping up last year for [Miguel Sano], we're going to ask him to step up and be a 
big part of this, which I think he's worn that jersey and been fine with that before. Adrianza is somebody we really liked last year, and we feel he 
can progress and grow. They're the two guys on the roster, and we feel we're in a great spot to step up for us. Beyond that, there's some depth 
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options for us." 
 
Escobar, 29, is coming off a solid year that saw him hit .254/.309/.449 with 21 homers and 16 doubles in 129 games while serving as the regular 
third baseman down the stretch with Sano out with a shin injury. But he's not considered a strong defender at short, as he lacks the range of 
Polanco or Adrianza. He started Monday's game against Pittsburgh at third, going 1-for-3 with an RBI. 
 
Adrianza, 28, is regarded as a plus-defender and is coming off his best season offensively, hitting .265/.324/.383 with two homers, nine doubles 
and eight stolen bases in 70 games last year. 
 
Non-roster infielder Erick Aybar also could make the team as a backup infielder, as he has extensive experience at shortstop in his 12-year career. 
But Falvey cautioned that the Twins haven't decided how they'll use Polanco's roster spot just yet. Aybar has until Friday to opt out of his Minor 
League deal and Falvey said he hasn't talked to Aybar about whether he'd be willing to play at Triple-A Rochester. 
 
"He's a pro, he's experienced," Falvey said. "The only thing I'd say, generally about our roster, is that not everybody has an Escobar and an 
Adrianza already on their roster. We could use Jorge's spot on our 25-man for something else. We're not looking for one position-type. We have 
flexibility." 
 
Shortstop prospect Nick Gordon was reassigned to Minor League camp on Sunday, but also could figure into the shortstop mix depending on how 
he fares at Triple-A Rochester. Gordon, ranked as the club's No. 4 prospect by MLB Pipeline, had an impressive spring, hitting .409 with a double 
and two triples in 13 games. 
 
"Nick had a great camp," Falvey said. "We just had his meeting to send him down to the Minor Leagues. Last year, he said he was kind of eyes-
wide-open at his first camp, but this year he was much more confident and I think we saw that on the field, his at-bats were so good. He has the 
ability to bounce around but he's played a lot of shortstop." 
 
Camp battles  
Rule 5 right-hander Tyler Kinley, who is competing for a spot in the bullpen, was stretched out to two-plus innings and 47 pitches against the 
Pirates, throwing two scoreless frames before giving up a solo homer and an RBI double in the fifth. Kinley, whose fastball touches 99 mph, has a 
3.60 ERA this spring. Lefty Gabriel Moya got out of Kinley's jam in the fifth to continue his solid spring. 
 
Injury updates  
• Right-hander Ervin Santana has yet to start his throwing program after having his cast removed from his right hand on March 5, as Falvey said, 
Santana needs to regain his range of motion in his hand. Santana underwent surgery to remove calcium deposits from his right middle finger in 
early February, but his timetable remains the same, as he's expected to return in late April or early May. 
 
• Left fielder Eddie Rosario continues to make progress with his right triceps injury, and served as the designated hitter against the Pirates. He 
went 1-for-4. Rosario singled, stole second and scored on a hit from Byron Buxton in the first inning. He played left field in a Minor League game 
on Sunday and the next step is to play left in a Grapefruit League game, which could happen as soon as Wednesday. 
 
Up next  
After an off-day on Tuesday, right-hander Jose Berrios will start on Wednesday against the Pirates at Hammond Stadium at 5:05 p.m. CT. Berrios 
has been solid this spring, posting a 1.64 ERA with eight strikeouts and two walks in 11 innings. Watch the game live on MLB Network and 
MLB.TV. 
 
 
 
Teammates stand behind Polanco 
Rhett Bollinger| MLB.com | March 19, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- A day after being suspended 80 games for the use of a performing-enhancing substance, Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco 
met with the media on Monday at Hammond Stadium, apologizing for his actions, but not getting into specifics on how he tested positive for 
Stanozolol. 
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Polanco said in a statement on Sunday that he took a tainted combination of vitamin B12 and an iron supplement from his trainer in the 
Dominican Republic, but focused more on apologizing to the organization, his teammates, his family and his fans on Monday. 
 
"I know how everything happened and the details, but today is not the day to discuss those things," Polanco said through a translator. "Today is 
the day for me to be here, and be in front of everyone with the Twins' organization and my fans, and just apologize." 
 
Polanco said he found out about the positive test about a month ago and immediately appealed, only to drop it on Sunday. He's not eligible to 
return until June 30 at the earliest, and isn't eligible for postseason play. He said he'll stay back in Fort Myers to train before he's eligible to return. 
 
"It was difficult to drop the appeal," Polanco said. "But out of respect to the organization, I did it, and I just want to move forward to take the 
responsibility." 
 
While Polanco knew about the result a month ago, the Twins didn't find out until Polanco met with chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and 
manager Paul Molitor on Sunday morning. Falvey explained it's a Players Association issue, and that's why the front office wasn't informed. 
 
"When he shared it, I was saddened and disappointed," Falvey said. "It's a mistake, and he owned it. Guys make mistakes, and he's someone who 
admitted it right from the get-go. We're going to support him. I truly believe he's a good kid." 
 
Polanco, 24, is coming off his first full season as the club's starting shortstop, hitting .256/.313/.410 with 13 homers and 74 RBIs in 133 games. 
He had a huge second half that saw him hit .293/.359/.511 with 10 homers and 43 RBIs in 63 games, batting third down the stretch with Miguel 
Sano out with a shin injury. 
 
With Polanco out, the Twins are expected to turn to Eduardo Escobar as their starting shortstop, with Ehire Adrianza as his backup. Non-roster 
infielder Erick Aybar also has a better chance to make the club as a utility player as a result. 
 
"Jorge is one of the better guys, one of the more educated guys, and one of the more respectful guys," said Polanco's agent, Ulises Cabrera. "All of 
us, we feel for him and the situation he's in, because he's one of the best guys to come through this system. It's been difficult for him, and he feels 
a responsibility to the organization. He loves the Twins, and they're the team that believed in him since Day 1." 
 
Twins players were surprised by the suspension, but vowed to be supportive of Polanco, who took the news hard. Polanco has yet to meet with his 
teammates, but said he plans to address the entire team later this week. 
 
"It's bad right now. He was crying last night," said third baseman Miguel Sano, who has known Polanco since childhood in the Dominican 
Republic. "It's just a difficult situation. I told him I'm his teammate, his brother from back home, and I'm here to support him." 
 
"We want a clean game, but with that being said, people make mistakes," Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. "That's the world we live in. 
And more than ever, Polanco needs a little love right now. That's my brother. That comes first." 
 
 
 
Twins rally around suspended shortstop Jorge Polanco 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 20, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – When Jorge Polanco asked to meet with Paul Molitor and Derek Falvey on Sunday morning, the Twins’ top on-field and 
off-field leaders had no inkling what the shortstop had to say. 
 
“Your first thought is, you’re worried, for him more than anything, worried that something is going on,” said Falvey, the team’s chief baseball 
officer. “When he shared it, we were saddened. Disappointed.” 
 
Shocked, too. Polanco revealed that Major League Baseball had found stanozolol in his offseason drug test, had confirmed the original finding 
through a B sample, and had informed him in February that he would be suspended for 80 games. He had recently decided against the appeal he is 
entitled to, Polanco told them, and though he insists he didn’t knowingly take the steroid, he was ready to accept his punishment. 
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“It’s hard. I feel for my player,” said Molitor, the Twins manager who had stood by his starting shortstop despite some ragged spring 
performances that seems more understandable in light of Polanco’s secret. “And I respect the program and the policies that are in place to protect 
the game.” 
 
So does Polanco, who reiterated during a brief Monday news conference that he believes he knows how the steroid entered his system. In a 
statement Sunday, he blamed a personal trainer in the Dominican Republic whom he asked for a routine dose of vitamin B12, though he declined 
Monday to elaborate or say how it was administered. He said he preferred to serve his time rather than fight an arduous and time-consuming battle 
to clear his name. 
 
 “It was difficult to drop the appeal,” Polanco said. “But out of respect to the organization, I did. I want to move forward, and I’m taking 
responsibility.” 
 
He started by personally delivering the news to the Twins, rather than having MLB or his agent do it, and he continued Monday by apologizing 
publicly. 
 
“I’m here to say that I’m really sorry to be in this situation,” Polanco said through team interpreter Elvis Martinez in a four-minute meeting with 
reporters as his agent, Ulises Cabrera, looked on. “I want to apologize to the entire Minnesota Twins organization, my fans, my family, my 
country the Dominican Republic, and just move on.” 
 
Next comes apologizing to his teammates, which will probably happen Wednesday, and “I expect our guys to support him fully,” Molitor said. 
“No one lives in a glass house.” 
 
Polanco already has been in touch with several Twins, and it’s been emotional. 
 
“He’s sad. He was crying last night. We talked a lot,” said Miguel Sano, a fellow Dominican who is perhaps Polanco’s closest friend on the team. 
“It’s a bad spot for him, the team, his family. He told me he never tried to do [steroids].” 
 
Center fielder Byron Buxton, Polanco’s teammate at three different stops in the Twins minor league system, traded texts with Polanco. 
 
“I told him to keep your head up. You know we’ve got your back, things like that,” Buxton said. “He texted me back and said he appreciated it 
and was sorry. We all know it is a tough time for him. Just trying to be there for him and let him know that he has a shoulder to lean on.” 
 
Brian Dozier is ready to offer one as well, though he also reiterated his support for the steroid-testing policy that the players negotiated with MLB 
three years ago. 
“I do know this, that we as players want performance-enhancing drugs out of the equation for everybody. We don’t want it in our game, no part of 
it,” Dozier said. “We want a clean game.” 
 
That being said, Dozier added: “People make mistakes. More than ever, he needs a little love right now. That’s my brother. So that comes first. 
He’s our brother and we’ve got his back.” 
 
The suspension will cost Polanco at least $287,500, or half of his $575,000 salary, since he will miss 93 days of the 186-day MLB schedule before 
being eligible to return June 30. Should there be postponements that push the Twins’ 80th game into July, he will lose another $3,091 a day. He 
will lose credit for service time, too, and the Twins will be able to replace him on the 40-man roster. 
 
But he won’t lose standing in the team’s eyes, Falvey said. Polanco will spend the three months at the team’s spring complex, taking part in 
extended spring training games and working out. In June, he will be eligible for a 20-day minor league assignment in anticipation of rejoining the 
team. 
 
And he will continue to be valued by the organization that signed him as a 16-year-old in 2010. 
 
“Guys make mistakes. He’s someone who admitted it right from the get-go, and we’re going to support him,” Falvey said. “I truly believe he’s a 
good kid. He made a mistake, and now it’s our job to support him as his baseball family.” 
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Staff writer La Velle E. Neal III contributed to this report. 
 
 
 
Adversity has arrived for Twins before the games do 
Chip Scoggins | Star Tribune | March 20, 2018 
 
The Twins will open the season in 10 days without their top starting pitcher, their everyday shortstop and potentially their power-hitting third 
baseman. 
 
This is rather deflating. 
 
Pro sports rarely offer smooth sailing for an entire season, especially in a 162-game grind, but the Twins haven’t even packed up their gear in 
Florida yet and they are already dealing with an extra helping of adversity that will test their depth and mettle. 
 
Good thing the Twins front office made aggressive deals this offseason to upgrade the pitching staff, or recent events would feel more ominous. 
 
News of Jorge Polanco’s 80-game suspension as a result of a failed drug test serves as a reminder that best-laid plans can change in a blink of an 
eye. Teams must be able to adjust and steady themselves when things go sideways. 
 
This is one of those moments. 
 
The Twins already knew All-Star starter Ervin Santana likely will miss the first month of the season after having surgery on his pitching hand. 
The team also is waiting to learn if slugger Miguel Sano will be punished by Major League Baseball over an alleged assault on a female 
photographer. Results of that investigation should be announced any day. 
 
Polanco delivered bad news to his bosses Sunday morning by informing them that he tested positive for the performance-enhancing drug 
stanozolol, the same substance that triggered Santana’s failed test and 80-game suspension in 2015. Per MLB rules, Polanco also will be ineligible 
for the postseason if the Twins advance. 
 
This story makes you shake your head in frustration. Polanco expressed remorse while apologizing to the organization, teammates and fans. He 
also indicated in a statement that he did not intentionally take a banned substance. 
 
Whether he knew what he was doing or not, and whether you believe him or not, it doesn’t matter. The damage is done. His actions hurt the 
Twins and made their road back to the playoffs that much more challenging. 
 
Claiming ignorance in failed drug tests isn’t an acceptable defense because intent can never be proved. Professional athletes are responsible for 
whatever they put in their body. This isn’t breaking news. They hear that message constantly. 
 
Polanco made a mistake, intentional or not, and will pay a steep price, as should any player caught with PEDs in his system. The Twins are being 
punished too, because they will be without a young player who showed tremendous growth at a vital position the second half of last season. 
 
This isn’t a sky-is-falling development, but it’s also not just a minor inconvenience. The Twins are a better team with Polanco than without him. 
Same thing with Santana on the mound. So now they have to mitigate their absences. 
 
Other players must fill in gaps, specifically Eduardo Escobar and Ehire Adrianza as a tag-team combination at shortstop. The front office 
strengthened the starting rotation and bullpen with offseason additions, which should help cover for Santana’s absence. 
 
If MLB punishes Sano with a suspension, the Twins would open the season without the starting left side of their infield, not exactly a preferred 
script in a season of such promise. 
Dealing with adversity often becomes the truest measure of whether a team succeeds or fails in any season. In best cases, setbacks galvanize a 
team and create openings for unexpected contributions. 
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The Vikings provided a perfect example this season. They lost quarterback Sam Bradford and running back Dalvin Cook to knee injuries in a span 
of two weeks and still advanced to the NFC Championship Game. The picture initially looked bleak until Case Keenum caught fire and the team 
got on a roll. 
 
The Twins still have a playoff-caliber team with pitching, defense and hitting combined. And they proved to be a plucky bunch in smashing 
woeful expectations last season. 
 
Their road is tougher now though, no question. Losing good players for extended time puts pressure on everyone else to perform to their norm, or 
above it. 
 
Polanco’s suspension is a major disappointment, both for himself and the team. The Twins already have faced a few biting curveballs and the 
season hasn’t even started. 
 
 
 
 
Eduardo Escobar figures to be Twins' first choice at shortstop with Jorge Polanco suspended 
La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | March 19, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, FLA. – Eduardo Escobar was there for the Twins last season when he filled in at third base for an injured Miguel Sano. 
 
And Escobar looks to be manager Paul Molitor’s choice to fill in at short in the absence of the suspended Jorge Polanco. 
 
At least for now. More on that later. 
 
There will be times when Ehire Adrianza will start at short. But Molitor plans on giving Escobar most of the starts there over the final games of 
spring training. 
 
“If it works out the way we hope it does, Esco is going to get a chance to play,” Molitor said. “I wouldn’t go as far to say that he is going to be my 
everyday shortstop, but he is going to get a chance to play.” 
 
Escobar, 29, has played short 309 games, more than any other position in his major league career, and Molitor is more than comfortable with his 
glovework there. Escobar has had at least 400 plate appearances in three of the past four seasons. In most instances, the Twins have needed him to 
step in for someone injured or out of form. 
 
And his plug-and-play capability was at its best last season, when he hit .254 with a career-high 21 home runs and 73 RBI. As Sano missed 38 of 
the final 41 games because of a stress reaction in his left shin, Escobar took over at third and batted .250 but with 10 home runs and 31 RBI. 
 
“I’m not sure what is going to happen,” Escobar said Monday. “Like I always say since Day 1, when Mollie calls me in, I’m going to answer the 
call and support my teammates.” 
 
The Twins still are waiting to hear from Major League Baseball about an investigation into an alleged assault involving Sano. If Sano is 
suspended, Escobar could end up at third base with Adrianza at short. That could increase the chances veteran Erick Aybar makes the team as an 
utility player. 
 
“We’re still waiting for another component of the equation with Miguel,” Molitor said. 
 
Santana update 
 
Ervin Santana is going through the most difficult part of his recovery from finger surgery, Twins Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey said: the 
waiting. The cast is off, the swelling is nearly gone, but the middle finger, where doctors removed a large calcium deposit in early February, 
remains too stiff to grip a baseball. 
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But the veteran righthander is “progressing as expected,” Falvey said, and the team’s timetable — returning to the rotation in late April — hasn’t 
changed. “Everything boils down to when his range of motion gets back to full,” Falvey said. “As soon as his full range of motion is a go, he 
starts his normal throwing program,” which is expected to take about a month. 
 
What about Berrios? 
 
The Twins have had several discussions about what to do with Jose Berrios: Start him Opening Day or set up the rotation so he pitches one of the 
games in his native Puerto Rico on April 17 or 18? 
 
Molitor has sought plenty of input — but the final decision will be his. 
 
“I never undervalue any game or any part of the season,’’ he said, “but in contrast to that, when you get into the summer months, I don’t know if 
you are going to have a lot of thoughts about how you did it that way. 
 
“And it seems to be one of those bigger-than-life subjects that doesn’t play out that way over the season. I’m getting close to saying how it is 
going to work.” 
 
On deck 
 
The Twins have their second, and final, scheduled off day of spring training. But Kyle Gibson will pitch in a minor league game down the road at 
the CenturyLink Sports Complex. The Twins return to action on Wednesday night against Pittsburgh 
 
 
 
Tyler Duffey has rough outing as Pirates beat Twins 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 20, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, FLA. – Twins manager Paul Molitor was asked about the solid contact he heard throughout the afternoon as the Twins and 
Pirates played at LECOM Park. 
 
“By who?” Molitor asked. 
 
For the first part of the game, it was from Twins hitters as they raced out to a quick lead. But Pittsburgh got their licks in off relievers Tyler 
Kinley and Tyler Duffey to rally for an 11-8 victory Monday. 
 
Miguel Sano went 3-for-3, including a long, two-run homer, in the first inning and raised his Grapefruit League batting average to .345. Max 
Kepler was 2-for-4 and Brian Dozier added a solo home run. 
 
“That was fun early,” Molitor said after his team fell to 11-12-2 this spring. “We hit the ball. We ran the bases.” 
 
Twins lefthanded reliever Taylor Rogers — getting to start so he could work against some major league hitters — gave up two runs in the first 
inning no a home run to Josh Bell. Trevor Hildenberger, mixing in some of his trusty changeups, tossed a scoreless second, before fellow 
righthander Tyler Kinley came on for the third inning with a 6-2 lead. 
 
PITTSBURGH 11, TWINS 8 (EXHIB.) Wednesday: 5:05 p.m. vs. Pittsburgh (FSN) 
 
After hitting 98 mph on the radar gun while retiring the first six batters he faced, Kinley gave up three runs in the fifth, including a solo homer to 
Jose Osuna. 
 
Duffey, being stretched out for long relief, gave up five runs over the last two innings, including a solo home run to Christopher Bostick. In 2⅔ 
innings Monday, Duffey gave up six runs, five earned, on seven hits and one walk. The righthander’s spring training ERA rose to 7.11. 
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“I think Tyler ran out of gas there,” Molitor said. “Just looking for him to throw it over.” 
 
Kinley, a Rule 5 draft pick who must remain in the major leagues all season if the Twins are to retain him, also was being stretched out, to see if 
he can help in a multiple-inning role. Rogers and Hildenberger were pitching for the second consecutive day, something they need to do as they 
prepare for regular-season usage. 
 
 
Teammates rally round 'brother' Polanco after 80-game doping suspension 
La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | March 19, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, FLA. -- The Twins are having a bullpen game today in Bradenton against the Pirates, as Taylor Rogers will start and be relieved 
by Trevor Hildenberger followed by Tyler Duffey. The Twins want Rogers and Hildenberger to face major league hitters, leading to the unusual 
set up. 
 
 
But the news is back in Fort Myers, where Jorge Polanco is meeting with reporters one day after he slapped with an 80-game suspension for 
testing positive for Stanazolol.  
 
Phil Miller is on the scene for that session, as well as the meeting with CBO Derek Falvey. 
 
I did swing through the clubhouse this morning before the bus left for Bradenton, and talked to some more people in Bradenton. Twins players, 
not surprisingly, feel terrible for Polanco. But second baseman Brian Dozier made it clear that players don't want cheaters in the game. 
 
"I do know this, that we as players want performance enhancing drugs out of the equation for everybody," he said. "We don't want it in our game, 
no part of it. We want a clean game. With that being said, people make mistakes. That's the world we live in. And I know, more than ever, 
Polanco needs a little love right now. That's my brother. So that comes first. 
 
"He's our brother and we've got his back. He needs a little love and he'll get it from us." 
 
Dozier, like a couple other players I asked, found out about the suspension Sunday night via twitter. The text messages started flying right after 
that. 
 
"That was a tough part that the news," outfielder Byron Buxton said. "You see the news and you automatically feel for him. No one had a clue 
about anything. When I found out on twitter, I tried to get his number so he could have that support system." 
 
Buxton texted Miguel Sano for some more details, then contacted Polanco. 
 
"I just told him to keep you head up. You know we've got your back, things like that," Buxton said. "He texted me back and said he appreciated it 
and was sorry. We all know it is a tough time for him. Just trying to be there for him and let him know that he has a shoulder to lean on." 
 
Sano, perhaps Polanco's closest friend, tried to console him as well. 
 
"He's sad," Sano said. "He was crying last night. We talked a lot. It's a bad spot for him, the team, his family. He told me he never tried to do it." 
 
Many players have not spoken to Polanco yet. Most players had left the ballpark on Sunday when the suspension was announced. Then there was 
an early bus to Bradenton today. Tuesday is a scheduled off day. Polanco won't be able to speak  to his teammates until Wednesday afternoon, 
before the evening game against Pittsburgh. 
 
Polanco, the way, is scheduled to earn $575,000 this season. The suspension will cost him $287,500 in wages. That's based on an 186-day league 
calendar, so if there's a rainout, and his return date of June 30 is pushed back, it will cost him even more. 
 
Back to baseball... 
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Twins  
 
Brian Dozier, 2B 
Max Kepler, RF 
Miguel Sano, 1B 
Eddie Rosario, DH 
Eduardo Escobar, 3B 
Byron Buxton, CF 
Robbie Grossman, LF 
Jason Castro, C 
Ehire Adrianza, SS 
 
Taylor Rogers, LHP 
 
Pirates 
 
Sean Rodriguez, 2B 
Starling Marte, CF 
Gregory Polanco, RF 
Josh Bell, DH 
Corey Dickerson, LF 
Francisco Cervelli, C 
Jose Osuna, 1B 
Max Moroff, SS 
Eric Wood, 3B 
 
Nick Kingham, RHP 
 
 
 
Shortstop remains Nick Gordon’s ‘primary position,’ Twins’ Derek Falvey says 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 20, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Jorge Polanco’s 80-game steroid suspension won’t change the Twins’ plans to keep increasing the versatility of young 
shortstop Nick Gordon, one of their top prospects. 
 
Gordon, who was reassigned to minor-league camp on Sunday after hitting .409 with two triples in 13 games this spring, played almost 
exclusively at second base this spring. According to Derek Falvey, chief baseball officer of the Twins, shortstop remains Gordon’s “primary 
position” but the former first-round pick will remain flexible. 
 
“We’ve seen how rosters are run of late, especially for young players,” Falvey said. “The ability to go stand at third, play a little second, could be 
beneficial to him.” 
 
Gordon, 22, finished last season at Double-A Chattanooga, where he struggled at the plate after playing in the All-Star Futures Game in Miami 
last July. Falvey couldn’t put a percentage of how Gordon’s playing time might be divided this season. 
 
There has been no talk yet about having Gordon try the outfield, where older brother Dee Gordon is transitioning into a center fielder this spring 
for the Seattle Mariners. 
 
“I don’t know if we’re at the stage where we could say exactly where (Gordon) goes,” Falvey said. “Our intention is for him to play shortstop. I 
think we’ll focus a little more on the infield positional versatility, but we’ll see.” 
 
VARGAS’ FATE 
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The Twins, who designated switch-hitting slugger Kennys Vargas for release or assignment on March 16, were still looking for a potential trade 
partner as of Monday evening. 
 
Rival clubs believe Vargas, 27, would likely be claimed on waivers, which would be the Twins’ last resort in a week-long period that follows a 
DFA. It doesn’t bode well for their leverage that Vargas is out of minor-league options. 
 
 
To acquire Triple-A outfielder Jake Cave from the New York Yankees last week, the Twins gave up only 19-year-old righty Luis Gil, who has yet 
to pitch above the Dominican Summer League. Cave still has all three of his minor-league option years remaining. 
 
Former Philadelphia Phillies first baseman Tommy Joseph, who hit 43 combined homers the past two seasons, was lost on waivers to the Texas 
Rangers on Monday after being designated for assignment. 
 
AYBAR DECISION 
 
The Twins have until Friday to make a decision on veteran utility man Erick Aybar, signed on Feb. 24. 
 
Aybar, 34, has the contractual right to request his release if he’s not added to the Twins’ big-league roster by Friday, according to a person with 
direct knowledge. That’s one day earlier than the typical Article XX (B) free agents that must be added to the roster by noon Eastern on Saturday 
or paid a $100,000 retention bonus. 
 
How has Aybar, slowed briefly by a strained muscle in his side, looked at shortstop this spring? 
 
“I think he’s been fine,”  Falvey said. “Spring training, I’m really wary about overanalyzing the individual plays, but he’s a pro. He’s been 
experienced. Not every team already has (Eduardo) Escobar and (Ehire) Adrianza already on their roster.” 
 
With Polanco headed to the restricted list, the Twins would have one open spot on their 40-man roster. If he’s added to the roster, Aybar’s 
contract calls for him to be paid a big-league salary of $1.25 million with up to another $250,000 in bonuses, starting at 250 plate appearances. 
 
As of Monday, Falvey said the Twins had yet to ask Aybar if he would be open to going to Triple-A Rochester to open the season. 
 
Aybar, Falvey said, came to the Twins with a reputation as “somebody who was really a great leader around some of our young Latin players.” 
 
In particular, he shares an agency with Twins third baseman Miguel Sano, to whom he has become a sort of mentor. 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Right-hander Kyle Gibson, on track to pitch the second game of the season on March 31 in Baltimore, was slated to make a start Tuesday in a 
minor-league game. 
 
Polanco is still eligible to play in minor-league games this spring but he may not appear in a Grapefruit League game now that he has accepted his 
80-game suspension. Polanco will continue his preparations in extended spring training in April and May and is eligible for a 20-game rehab 
assignment as he points toward a June 30 return at Wrigley Field 
 
 
 
Twins’ Brian Dozier after Jorge Polanco suspension: ‘We want a clean game’ 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 19, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Twins second baseman Brian Dozier always makes an effort to bond with his keystone partner at shortstop. Since the 
second half of 2016, that has been young Jorge Polanco. 
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So it was with great sadness that Dozier was forced to react Monday morning to news of Polanco’s 80-game steroid suspension, handed down on 
Sunday by Major League Baseball. 
 
“No one wants to cast judgment by any means,” Dozier said. “No one wants to talk about the wrongs or the rights or anything like that until you 
actually talk to Polanco and sit down with him and talk things out that actually happened. Then we’ll go from there.” 
 
Dozier, the Twins’ players representative, said he was not briefed on Polanco’s positive test or his decision to withdraw his request to appeal. 
Dozier said he had not talked yet with Polanco but would “probably reach out to him” Monday. 
 
“I’ll kind of let this stuff settle in and comprehend everything and get some information before I reach out,” Dozier said. “It’s disappointing to see 
a lot of guys still trying to use performance-enhancing drugs. But at the same time, when it comes to a guy on my team, that’s my brother. He 
needs love right now, and that’s the only thing I’m really worried about.” 
 
This is the Twins’ first performance-enhancing drug suspension on their 40-man roster since pitcher Ervin Santana was forced to sit out the first 
80 games of 2015 after testing positive for the same banned substance, Stanozolol. Could that experience in dealing with a steroid suspension help 
the Twins weather this storm as well? 
 
“I don’t know about experience with dealing with this, but I do know this: I do know that we as players want performance-enhancing drugs out of 
the equation for everybody,” Dozier said. “We don’t want it in our game — no part of it. We want a clean game. 
 
“With that being said, people make mistakes. That’s the world we live in. I know more than ever Polanco needs a little love right now. That’s my 
brother. That comes first. That’s our brother. We’ve got his back. He needs a little love right now. He’ll get it from us.” 
 
 
Like others in the Twins’ clubhouse, Dozier said Polanco never confided in him or showed outward signs of struggling with such a professional 
setback. 
 
“The guy comes to the field every day and acts the same way,” Dozier said. “None of us in here had any idea about it.” 
 
ESCOBAR AGAIN? 
Of all positions on the field, the Twins might be best equipped to handle the loss of their starting shortstop for the first half of the season. 
 
Eduardo Escobar, coming off a 21-homer breakthrough season, has been their Opening Day shortstop just once (2016) since coming over via 
trade from the Chicago White Sox in 2012. Yet he still has 259 starts at the position for them since the start of 2013, including a career-high 71 in 
2015. 
 
Last season, when the position largely belonged to Polanco, Escobar made just 12 starts at shortstop and 77 at third base. Set to earn $4.85 million 
this season, the 29-year-old remains a highly valued utility man for Twins manager Paul Molitor. 
 
“I’m not sure what’s going to happen now,” Escobar said through a team-provided translator. “Like I’ve always said since Day 1, when Mollie 
calls me I’m going to be ready to support my teammates and get ready to play every day.” 
 
The Twins also have slick-fielding Ehire Adrianza, whose primary position is shortstop, along with non-roster candidate Erick Aybar, a former 
Gold Glove shortstop with the Los Angeles Angels. Adrianza made 23 of his 42 starts at shortstop last season, his first with the Twins. 
 
“We’re going to ask (Escobar) again to step up and be a big part of this,” Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said. “He’s worn that jersey 
and been fine with that before. And Adrianza is somebody we really liked last year when we got him. Those guys are in a great spot to step up for 
us.” 
 
Escobar said he had yet to speak with Polanco. 
 
“I feel sad, a little disappointed,” he said. “It took me by surprise. He’s a great guy, a great teammate. I’m just going to support him.” 
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BRIEFLY 
Ervin Santana is “progressing as expected,” Falvey said, in his return from Feb. 6 surgery to remove a calcification from the middle finger of his 
pitching hand. Santana must reclaim full range of motion in the finger before he will be cleared to begin a throwing program. 
 
Aybar, 34, has the contractual right to request his release if he’s not added to the Twins’ big-league roster by Friday. That’s one day earlier than 
the typical Article XX (B) free agents that must be added to the roster by noon Eastern on Saturday or paid a $100,000 retention bonus. 
 
Since the start of 2004, the Twins have used 12 different Opening Day shortstops in 14 seasons. Of those, only Jason Bartlett (2005 and 2007) and 
Pedro Florimon (2013-14) appear twice on the list. 
 
 
 
 
Twins teammates vow to support suspended shortstop Jorge Polanco 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 19, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Twins third baseman Miguel Sano has known Jorge Polanco since they were 12-year-old baseball prodigies in San Pedro 
de Macoris in the Dominican Republic. So, it was an emotional conversation Sunday between the two teammates after Major League Baseball 
announced it was suspending Polanco 80 games for testing positive for a steroid. 
 
“It’s bad right now,” Sano said. “He was crying last night. I talked to him a lot. This is a bad spot for us, for the team, for him and for his family. 
He told me he never tried to do that.” 
 
Polanco, in a statement released through the players’ union, claimed he didn’t “intentionally consume” the steroid Stanozolol, which is on the 
sport’s list of banned performance-enhancing drugs. Polanco, the Twins’ starting shortstop, blamed a tainted “combination of vitamin B12 and an 
iron supplement” that he received from a trainer in the Dominican Republic. 
 
Monday morning at Hammond Stadium, Polanco met with reporters for four minutes and apologized again through a team-provided translator. He 
said he was informed of his positive test one month ago and struggled with the decision to withdraw his appeal. 
 
“It was difficult to drop the appeal, but out of respect to the organization I did it and just want to move forward and I’m taking responsibility,” 
Polanco said. “I know how everything happened. I know the details, but today’s not the day to discuss those things. Later on we probably can 
discuss those things.” 
 
Polanco, who would not say whether the supplement in question was administered orally or via injection, said he had not spoken yet with his 
teammates but planned to address the team later in the week. 
 
“I’m going to explain everything to them,” he said as his agent, Ulises Cabrera of Octagon, stood nearby. 
 
Polanco, 24, plans to remain at the Twins’ spring facility to continue his workouts until he begins a rehab assignment in June. At this point his 
earliest return date from the restricted list would be June 30 at Wrigley Field against the Chicago Cubs. 
 
“Nobody wants to be in that spot,” Sano said. “In life everybody can make a mistake (Even) the big guys, they make mistakes.” 
 
Later, through a team-provided translator, Sano said he didn’t know many details of what Polanco termed “an error in judgment.” 
 
“It’s just a difficult situation,” Sano said. “I really don’t know any details about that. I’m just here to support him. I told him I’m his teammate, his 
brother from back home and I’m here to support him.” 
 
Signed by the Twins at age 16 in 2009 for $775,000, the switch-hitting Polanco has reshaped his slender frame over the years. He reported to 
camp this spring at 205 pounds after wearing down in the 185-pound range in a breakout 2017 season. 
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Twins first baseman Joe Mauer reached out to Polanco by text message Sunday night but said he hadn’t heard back from him. 
 
“He’s the type of guy that I believe him,” Mauer said. “He’s a pretty stand-up guy and he works hard. I don’t think he would do anything 
knowingly to hurt himself or the ball club. I’m still trying to process this whole thing, just like everybody else is.  I feel more for him as a friend 
and a teammate.” 
 
In March 2015, the Twins went through a similar setback when veteran right-hander Ervin Santana, also from the Dominican Republic, received 
an 80-game steroid suspension. They rallied to win 83 games in Paul Molitor’s first season as manager, nearly reaching the postseason. 
 
“I guess my initial thought is that it gives guys an opportunity and guys need to step up,” Mauer said. “It’s pretty fresh still. We’ll deal with it as a 
ball club for sure.” 
 
 Twins right-hander Jose Berrios, a year younger than Polanco, learned the news when he arrived at the clubhouse Monday morning. Twins 
manager Paul Molitor did not have a chance to address his team about the issue before team departed for the 90-minute ride to Bradenton, Fla., 
where the Twins were set to play the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
 
“That kind of thing is tough for the player and the person but that happens,” Berrios said. “Now he has to have the right mind-set and try to keep 
focused in that situation. I know that’s a bad situation, but he’s a young guy and he has a long career coming up. He has to keep doing what he 
needs to do to be good in the major leagues.” 
 
Berrios, whose spring locker is two stalls down from Polanco’s, said he could not tell the situation was weighing on the shortstop, who only 
decided to drop his appeal of the suspension on Sunday. 
 
“Not really,” Berrios said. “I was surprised by the news. That’s bad, but I will be here for him.” 
 
 
 
Sano, Dozier homer in Twins’ 11-8 loss to Pirates 
Staff Writer| Associated Press | March 19, 2018 
 
Miguel Sano, who had three hits, and Brian Dozier homered for Minnesota. 
 
Josh Bell, Jose Osuna and Christopher Bostick connected for Pittsburgh. 
 
 
Twins deal with Polanco suspension; Escobar next up at SS 
Staff Writers | Associated Press | March 19, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — About a month ago, Minnesota Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco learned he had tested positive for a performance-enhancing 
substance. 
 
The news of his 80-game suspension, including ineligibility for postseason play, hit the Twins hard on Sunday after their exhibition game. 
 
“We don’t want it in our game. We want a clean game. It sometimes is disappointing in seeing guys still trying to use performance-enhancing 
drugs,” second baseman Brian Dozier said on Monday as the Twins started their final full week of spring training. “But at the same time, when it 
comes to a guy on my team, that’s my brother. He needs love right now. That’s the only thing I’m really worried about.” 
 
Now the Twins must concern themselves with Polanco’s place in the lineup. He had a breakout second half of his first full season as the regular 
shortstop in 2017, batting .316 with 10 home runs and 42 RBIs over his last 55 games from Aug. 1 on while taking over the No. 3 spot in the 
batting order and helping the Twins reach the AL wild-card game. 
 
Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said shortstop is one of the positions he felt the team entered the spring with depth at, including 
Eduardo Escobar, Ehire Adrianza and non-roster invitee Erick Aybar. The versatile Escobar, who played five different positions for the Twins last 
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season including one inning at catcher, is likely to be the primary option. Nobody has played more shortstop for the Twins since 2014 than 
Escobar, who hit 21 homers with 73 RBIs in 457 at-bats, all career highs. 
 
“What Escobar did stepping up for us last season and we’re going to ask him again, which is to step up and be a big part of this,” Falvey said. 
“He’s worn that jersey and been fine with that before. I think Adrianza is somebody we really liked last year when we got him and was somebody 
who could continue to progress and grow. So, between those two guys internally who are on the roster, we feel like those guys are in a great spot 
to step up for us.” 
 
Aybar, who has begun his 12th major league season, was signed to a minor league contract last month, before the Twins knew about Polanco’s 
pending suspension. There’s also some uncertainty about the availability of third baseman Miguel Sano, though to a much lesser degree than the 
half-season Polanco will be absent for. Sano is being investigated by Major League Baseball for alleged harassment of a freelance photographer 
after an autograph signing in 2015, and he’s also recovering from surgery on his shin. 
 
Then there’s Nick Gordon, the fifth overall pick in the 2014 amateur draft who was at Double-A Chattanooga last season. He spent plenty of time 
at second base during spring training before being reassigned to minor league camp on Sunday shortly before news broke of Polanco’s 
suspension, and Falvey said Gordon would continue to work out shortstop, his original position. 
 
As for Polanco, he decided to drop his appeal of the punishment on Sunday out of respect for the team so he’d begin serving it as soon as possible. 
Polanco met with reporters briefly on Monday before he’d had an opportunity to address his teammates. He’ll continue to work out at the team’s 
facility in Fort Myers when the team breaks camp and can play in extended spring training games with the minor leaguers. 
 
“I know how everything happened,” Polanco said. “I know the details, but today’s not a day to discuss those things. Today’s a day for me to be 
here in front of all of you guys and the Twins organization and my fans and just apologize.” 
 
In a statement distributed by the players’ union on Sunday, Polanco said he didn’t realize he’d consumed the banned substance Stanozolol, which 
came from a combination of vitamin B12 and an iron supplement supplied by his athletic trainer in his native Dominican Republic. 
 
“My hope is that through this extremely disappointing situation other players will learn from my mistake,” Polanco said in the statement. 
 
 
 
Odorizzi records four scoreless innings as Twins beat Phillies  
Staff Writer | Associated Press | March 18, 2018 
 
TWINS 4, PHILLIES 3 
 
Byron Buxton had two hits and stole his fifth base for Minnesota. Jake Odorizzi made his third start for the Twins, pitching four scoreless innings. 
Philadelphia starter Aaron Nola allowed two runs in five innings. 
 
 
 
Wetmore’s 5 thoughts: Escobar, postseason, and the moving pieces after Polanco’s suspension  
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 19, 2018 
 
If his interviews with reporters are any indication, one of Eduardo Escobar’s favorite words in the English language is “opportunity.” 
 
Well, he’s about to get his shot. 
 
Escobar, who went to the Twins from the White Sox in the Francisco Liriano trade, has had his chances to take over shortstop through the years. 
After starter Jorge Polanco accepted an 80-game drug suspension over the weekend, the Twins just might hand back the starting duties to Escobar. 
 
Make no mistake, losing Polanco for a half-season and the postseason is a blow to the Twins’ chances of winning the World Series in 2018. His 
overall batting line from last year looks pretty average for a shortstop, and the questions about his defense at the position have followed him since 
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his days as a skinny minor leaguer. But Polanco’s bat caught fire in the final two months of the season, and there’s just no way to replace the 
apparent upside of a 24-year-old shortstop who hit  .293/.359/.511 with 10 home runs after the all-star break. 
 
It seemed like Polanco could have been poised for a big season. And now, even if he returns and duplicates that impressive batting line in the 
second half of the season, he’ll be limited to 82 games at a maximum. And in the meantime, the Twins will have to find another shortstop. 
 
A few things to consider: 
 
Polanco is ineligible for postseason play. 
Any replacement for the first half of the schedule could also double as the stand-in for the postseason. If the Twins can get there despite Polanco’s 
suspension, they’ll have played a strong season and overcome some adversity. At that point, they’ll need to overcome some more. Polanco’s PED 
suspension comes with the added punishment of a one-year postseason ban. 
 
Ervin Santana had the same punishment during his 2015 suspension, but that turned out to not be an issue for the Twins that year. 
 
The Twins could still get to the postseason, even without their young shortstop.  
Consider that last year’s team won 85 games and defied expectations to get to the postseason. Even after the front office gave up on the year and 
traded a starting pitcher (Jaime Garcia) and the team’s closer (Brandon Kintzler) to play for the future. 
 
Then over the winter, the team didn’t lose any free agents that would upset their fans. They added three relievers to the bullpen, plus Logan 
Morrison and Lance Lynn on cheap contracts, and they traded Jake Odorizzi for a prospect that the majority of baseball fans hadn’t heard of. 
 
Polanco’s suspension will make the path to the postseason more difficult, especially in a top-heavy American League. But I consider Sunday’s 
news far from a death sentence for Minnesota’s postseason fate. 
 
Nick Gordon should start in the minors. 
I don’t expect Gordon to be considered for shortstop duties in the Majors to start the season. He’s a good prospect but I think he’ll start the year in 
Triple-A Rochester. That’s partly because his play hasn’t commanded the job — yet — but also because the Twins should want him to play every 
possible inning at shortstop at this stage of his development. I think the much clearer path to that development is as the starting shortstop in 
Rochester, not as a fill-in option in the big leagues. 
 
By the time September and October roll around, though, Gordon could be in a different spot. A big summer from him would make an interesting 
shortstop decision for the Twins, if the need arises for a new shortstop in the fall. 
 
What’s the roster effect? 
The path of least resistance would be to replace Polanco with an infielder, and then bump up the bench players one rung on the roster ladder. That 
would mean pushing Eduardo Escobar or Ehire Adrianza into starting duty, with the other one as the top infielder off the bench. 
 
Mitch Garver could fill the backup catcher role this year. That’s a second bench player. 
 
Robbie Grossman seems to me like too good of a hitter to simply cast off the roster, so perhaps he’s the third bench player. The fit on the roster is 
admittedly weird. Grossman may have been ticketed as the primary DH, but if Logan Morrison’s breakout is to be believed last year, he’s just 
flat-out a better overall hitter than Grossman. So Grossman’s role would be as occasional outfield fill-in, and he’s not nearly as strong defensively 
as the three players that the Twins appear to have ticketed for starting roles, Byron Buxton, Eddie Rosario and Max Kepler. 
 
Batting line 
2017 Jorge Polanco .256/.313/.410 
‘2nd half’ Polanco .293/.359/.511 
2017 Eduardo Escobar .254/.309/.449 
2017 Ehire Adrianza .265/.324/.383 
2017 Erick Aybar .234/.300/.348 
Interpretation: Escobar was a better hitter than Polanco overall last year, and Adrianza held his own for a backup shortstop. Nobody on this list, 
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though, appears to have the same upside as Polanco showed off in the final two months of the season. As a hitter, Aybar is not in the same 
echelon.  
 
So, if you’re doing an infielder-for-infielder swap with Polanco’s roster spot, perhaps the next most logical candidate is non-rostered utility 
infieler Erick Aybar. I don’t know what his defensive reputation is at this stage of his career, at age 35. But I do know that there’s not a lot to like 
offensively. 
 
Aybar made the 2014 all-star game. In the three seasons since that year, the longtime Angels shortstop has hit .253/.301/.335 in nearly 1,500 plate 
appearances. Don’t expect a big bat from Aybar at this point, but it’s also important to remember that we’re talking about a secondary backup 
infielder. If the Twins need somebody who can reasonably be expected to play three defensive positions in the infield, I believe that they could do 
worse than Erick Aybar. 
 
5. Roster creativity? 
Another route the Twins could go would be to take Polanco’s roster spot, give it to an outfielder and roll with a scary-thin infield situation. 
 
I mentioned that Grossman’s fit on the team is a little unusual. In this out-there scenario, you could carry four bench players, and include one 
outfielder with a better defensive reputation than Grossman. Either Zach Granite or the recently acquired Jake Cave could fit that bill. In this case, 
the Twins would have one guy — Adrianza — to back up third base, second base and shortstop. Brian Dozier plays just about every inning of 
every game, so it’s really a backup of the left side of the infield. 
 
The Twins are exceptionally well covered at first base with Joe Mauer, Logan Morrison and even Miguel Sano. 
 
That roster scenario would leave two backup outfielders for 3 spots — Grossman and Granite or Grossman and Cave. 
 
 
 
 
Twins working through loss of suspended shortstop Jorge Polanco 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 20, 2018 
 
BRADENTON, Fla. — The logistics of how they’ll replace Jorge Polanco must still be worked out. But in the interim, the Twins have determined 
that they’ll support their teammate after he was suspended 80 games for a positive test for performance-enhancing drugs. 
 
Though they’re still having a difficult time grasping the situation, the Twins spent much of Monday offering encouragement for their starting 
shortstop, who will miss the first half of the season after a positive test for Stanozolol was announced by Major League Baseball the day before. 
 
Manager Paul Molitor said late Monday that Polanco — who made a brief statement in the morning in which he apologized to teammates, fans 
and his country — would be allowed to address the team before Wednesday night’s game. The team is off Tuesday and played a road game at the 
Pittsburgh Pirates on Monday afternoon. Based on their comments, Polanco should expect to find a frustrated-yet-sympathetic audience awaiting. 
 
“People make mistakes,” second baseman Brian Dozier said. “We don’t want it in our game. We want a clean game. It sometimes is disappointing 
in seeing guys still trying to use performance-enhancing drugs. But at the same time, when it comes to a guy on my team, that’s my brother. He 
needs love right now. That’s the only thing I’m really worried about.” 
 
Only a day removed from the shocking reveal, the Twins have plenty to concern themselves with as they near the beginning of a season in which 
they hope to contend. 
 
Not only must they work through Polanco’s actions, the Twins have to find a way to replace someone who hit third in the order in 32 games last 
season, the majority of which came during his hot streak down the stretch. 
 
Polanco informed Molitor and chief baseball officer Derek Falvey of his positive test in a meeting Sunday morning. Polanco first received word 
he potentially would be suspended a month earlier and determined that he wanted to be the one to break the news to the team’s higher-ups. He 
also informed them he wouldn’t appeal the decision, which automatically makes him ineligible for postseason play should the Twins make the 
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playoffs yet again. 
 
“It's obviously disappointing,” Falvey said. “Jorge is a good kid. He made a mistake. He owned it right away. He wanted to be the one to tell us 
right away. He didn't want it to come from his agent or somebody else. He asked for that. You think of a baseball team like a family and family 
members make mistakes. We have the opportunity to support him moving forward and recognize that he has the opportunity and we have 
expectation that he'll work his tail off and be ready when the 81st game of the season comes along.” 
 
While the coaching staff received word of Polanco’s suspension shortly before the 5 p.m. ET announcement Sunday, most teammates learned via 
social media or through word of mouth. Miguel Sano said he spoke to Polanco, who grew up down the street from him in San Pedro de Macoris, 
Dominican Republic. Sano said Polanco cried during the call and described it as “a bad situation.” 
 
Utility man Eduardo Escobar had yet to speak to Polanco, who didn’t arrive Monday until after the team’s bus had left for Bradenton. Escobar 
said through an interpreter he was caught off-guard by the news. 
 
“It took me by surprise,” Escobar said. “Kind of sad. He’s a great guy, great teammate and we’re just going to support him.” 
 
Polanco briefly spoke with reporters, but didn’t discuss many details of the suspension. He said he’d remain in Fort Myers during the duration of 
his suspension to work out and prepare for the second half. Polanco also said he has a strong desire to address his team to show remorse. 
 
“I’m looking forward to it,” Polanco said through an interpreter. “We’ll do it later this week and I’m looking forward to explaining everything to 
them.” 
 
Falvey said he left the decision to Molitor whether or not Polanco would be allowed to speak to his teammates. Molitor understands some players 
might be conflicted. But, Molitor also wants to give Polanco a chance to address the team. 
 
“Everyone’s kind of trying to sort it out,” Molitor said. “Different people probably have different thoughts about those kinds of things. But my 
belief is, if a player has a desire to address his brothers, he should be given that opportunity.” 
 
Ehire Adrianza started at shortstop in Monday’s 11-8 loss to the Pirates and went 0-for-2. Adrianza has an .833 OPS this spring. But Molitor said 
Adrianza’s start was previously planned and he intends to give Escobar plenty of looks before the season opener next Thursday at Baltimore. The 
Twins also could add veteran Erick Aybar, who is in camp on a minor-league deal, to the 40-man roster. Escobar said he’d be ready if the Twins 
needed him at short. 
 
“I’m not sure what’s going to happen now,” Escobar said. “But like I’ve always said since Day 1 — when (Molitor) calls me, I’m going to be 
ready for my teammates and get ready to play every day.” 
 
Falvey has been satisfied with the play of Aybar, whom the team brought aboard in part because of his leadership skills. But Falvey didn’t commit 
to a 40-man spot for Aybar, who can opt out of his deal in the near future if he’s not in the majors. Falvey also added he likes the team’s internal 
options and that the Twins could use Polanco’s spot on the active roster for another position because of the flexibility offered by Adrianza and 
Escobar, who has played 307 major-league games at shortstop. 
 
“He’s worn that jersey and been fine with that before,” Falvey said. “I think Adrianza is somebody we really liked last year when we got him and 
was somebody who could continue to progress and grow. So, between those two guys internally who are on the roster, we feel like those guys are 
in a great spot to step up for us. And then behind that, some guys that we think are depth options either in camp as (non-roster invitees) or even 
guys in the minor leagues who are getting closer.” 
 
“We have flexibility.” 
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Ranking All 30 Of MLB's Ballparks: First To Worst 
Maury Brown | Forbes | March 19, 2018 
 
Spring is in the air, so baseball cannot be far behind. This year, Major League Baseball will see its earliest start, with all 30 teams playing on 
March 29. It will be the first time that all teams have played on Opening Day since 1968. 
 
Fans will flock to all 30 of MLB’s ballparks from Opening Day until the dog days of summer shift into fall. While taking in baseball is a bonding 
experience for friends and family over the summer, not all ballparks in the league are created equal. 
 
With the Atlanta Braves having opened their new ballpark last season, it’s time to look at all 30 and say which team has the best and which has 
the worst across them all. As with any ranking, it’s a subjective assessment, and which teams I have in certain places may not match your picks. 
I’ll be looking to have that discussion on Twitter. 
 
 
For my methodology, I looked at the overall aesthetics of the ballpark design, including integration with additional structures, such as in 
Baltimore and San Diego; its setting; the visuals from within the seating bowl or surrounding views; the amenities offered at the facility; historic 
relevance; and external development that adds to the experience. 
 
At the top of the list is AT&T Park in San Francisco, home of the Giants. Located on the Bay, where balls hit out to right field land in McCovey 
Cove, it’s a gem, with great views of downtown, activity around the ballpark and trolley access. And while Candlestick Park, the former home of 
the Giants, could be as cold and windy as any place in the league, the AT&T Park location largely dodges this. Summer day games are beyond 
glorious. 
 
In second, it’s the ballpark that started the whole retro-design phase and has been seen as the benchmark for all ballpark designs since: Oriole Park 
at Camden Yards (OPACY), which has the signature B&O Warehouse against right field and is just a few blocks off the inner harbor of 
downtown Baltimore, is pure beauty. 
 
Rounding out the top 5 are Busch Stadium, thanks to the incredible views of the Gateway Arch and downtown St. Louis; Dodger Stadium, with its 
classic view of Chavez Ravine and the fact that it feels very modern despite being the third-oldest ballpark in all of MLB; and PNC Park in 
Pittsburgh, which has a view that might be the most stunning in all of baseball, with a view of the iconic Roberto Clemente Bridge and downtown. 
 
At the back of the pack, unsurprisingly, the 30th- and 29th-ranked ballparks are ones the league and their clubs have desperately looked to replace 
for over a decade. Coming in dead last is Tropicana Field, home of the Tampa Bay Rays. It is the league’s only remaining dome with no 
retractable roof, which makes the ballpark experience call to mind being inside a fluted cow pie and is in a far-from-optimal location. It all adds 
up to an aesthetic that is no longer seen as in line with any of the others in the league. 
 
Just behind the Trop is Oakland-Alameda Co. Coliseum, home of the Athletics. With its aging, cookie-cutter design, it would have been bad off 
with its decaying interior. But the seating for the Oakland Raiders — nicknamed Mt. Davis after former Oakland Raiders owner Al Davis — also 
blocked the view of the Oakland Hills. 
 
Rounding out the bottom five are Guaranteed Rates Field, home of the White Sox, which, despite being the original ballpark in the wave of new 
designs, never had any charm compared with OPACY (which came just after); No. 27 Chase Field, which, while a retractable roof was mandatory 
in sweltering Phoenix, feels more like an airplane hangar inside; and  Marlins Park comes in at No. 26. While the modern design fits in with 
Miami and broke from a long line of retro designs that had become tired, the color scheme, fish tanks behind home plate and home run sculpture, 
which I describe as "Busby Berkeley on acid," make the experience more tacky than grand. 
 
Below is the ranking of all 30 ballparks in Major League Baseball. It includes the year they opened, type of roof (or lack thereof), design type, and 
primary architect. 
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# Ballpark  Team  Location   When  Type Design  Primary Architect 
1 AT&T Park Giants  San Francisco, CA  2000  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
2 Camden Yards  Orioles  Baltimore, MD  1992  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
3 Busch Stadium III Cardinals  St. Louis, MO  2006  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
4 Dodger Stadium Dodgers  Los Angeles, CA  1962  Open air Retro-Modern Praeger-Kavanagh-Waterbury 
5 PNC Park Pirates  Pittsburgh, PA  2001  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
6 Coors Field Rockies  Denver, CO  1995  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
7 Fenway Park Red Sox  Boston, MA  1912  Open air Jewel Box  James McLaughlin, Renovation 
8 Kauffman Stadium Royals  Kansas City, MO  1973  Open air Retro-Modern Kivett and Myers, Renovation 

(1997, 2008) by HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
9 Petco Park Padres  San Diego, CA  2004  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
10 Wrigley Field Cubs  Chicago, IL  1914  Open air Jewel Box Zachary Taylor Davis 
11 Safeco Field Mariners  Seattle, WA  1999  Retractable Retro-Modern NBBJ 
12 New Yankee Stadium Yankees  Bronx, NY  2009  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
13 Citi Field  Mets  Queens, NY  2009  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
14 Globe Life Park Rangers  Arlington, TX  1994  Open air Retro-Classic David M. Schwarz 
15 Comerica Park Tigers  Detroit, MI  2000  Open air Retro-Classic HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
16 Target Field Twins  Minneapolis, MN  2010  Open air Retro-Modern HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
17 Miller Park Brewers  Milwaukee, WI  2001  Retractable Retro-Modern HKS, Inc. 
18 SunTrust Park Braves  Atlanta, GA  2017  Open air Retro-Modern Populous 
19 Citizens Bank Park Phillies  Philadelphia, PA  2004  Open air Retro-Modern Ewing Cole Cherry Brott 
20 Progressive Field Indians  Cleveland, OH  1994  Open air Retro-Modern HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
21 Minute Maid Park Astros  Houston, TX  2000  Retractable Retro-Modern HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
22 Rogers Centre Blue Jays  Toronto, Ontario  1989  Retractable Multipurpose Rod Robbie 
23 Great American  Reds  Cincinnati, OH  2003  Open air Retro-Modern HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
24 Nationals Park Nationals  Washington, DC  2008  Open air Retro-Modem HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
25 Angel Stadium Angels  Anaheim, CA  1966  Open air Retro-Modern Noble W. Herzberg and 

Associates, Renovation (1998) by HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
26 Marlins Park Marlins  Miami, FL  2012  Retractable Modern  Populous 
27 Chase Field D-Backs  Phoenix, AZ  1998  Retractable Modern  Ellerbe Becket 
28 Guaranteed Rate FieldWhite Sox Chicago, IL  1991  Open air Retro-Modern HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
29 Oakland Coliseum A's  Oakland, CA  1966  Open air Multipurpose  Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 

Renovation (1995-96) by HNTB 
30 Tropicana Field Rays  St. Petersburg, FL  1990  Dome Multipurpose HOK Sports (now, Populous) 
  
 
Maury Brown is the owner of Bizball, LLC, a research and analytics company, as well as a member of the BBWAA. Follow him on Twitter 
@BizballMaury or on Facebook. 
 
 
 
 
Byron Buxton Is the Most Exciting Player in Baseball—but Can He Become a Star?  
Michael Baumann | The Ringer | March 19, 2018 
 
There are two kinds of great defenders: quiet ones and loud ones. Quiet defenders anticipate the play, always throw to the right base, always make 
the right read, and rarely make mistakes. In coaching parlance, they make the routine play routinely. Sometimes they’ll uncork a ridiculous throw 
or make a diving stop, but most often they just materialize under a fly ball or in front of a line drive. Boston’s Jackie Bradley Jr. is like this, as 
were young Adrián Beltré and Chase Utley. In his New Historical Baseball Abstract, Bill James wrote about how Jackie Robinson’s defensive 
numbers exceeded his reputation because of exceptional positioning, which is often how these guys get noticed: by making plays that only show 
up in advanced stats. 
 
Loud defenders, however, stab at fly balls at a dead run, come out of their shoes trying to throw out base runners. They might also make good 
reads and minimize mistakes—take Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons, for example—but they’re defined by a physicality that seemingly 
allows them to touch every part of the field no matter where they are when the ball is hit. 
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Nobody has louder defense than Twins center fielder Byron Buxton. 
 
For three years, Buxton’s glove has been enough to make him a fixture in the Twins’ lineup and a cult figure among hard-core baseball fans, even 
as his bat failed to live up to the immense potential he showed as a teenager. But as the face of an ascendant Twins team, Buxton could finally go 
mainstream in 2018. 
 
In baseball circles, Buxton has been a household name since he was drafted second overall in 2012. At the time, he was a toss-up with Carlos 
Correa for the best high school prospect in the class, though Correa was considered a safer pick and an easier sign. The Astros took Correa no. 1 
and inked him to a deal worth 80 percent of what Buxton signed. Houston then famously used the savings to offer Lance McCullers an over-slot 
bonus with the 41st pick—and the role Correa and McCullers played in last year’s run to the World Series certainly vindicated that decision. 
 
Buxton debuted as a top-10 prospect on the Baseball America and Baseball Prospectus lists in 2013, then rose to no. 1 or no. 2 on both lists for 
each of the next three seasons, with a scouting report full of 60s, 70s, and 80s—the highest grades a prospect can get. Buxton was already one of 
the fastest players in baseball, with a plus arm and the potential to be a plus hitter with plus power. To fans who followed prospect lists, the 
Buxton hype was so great it started to get hard to trust. Could this skinny kid from Nowheresville, Georgia, really turn into a Mike Trout–level 
player? 
 
Of course, he didn’t. Buxton’s ability to move his body at extremely high speeds sometimes interacted with an inability or unwillingness to slow 
down or stop when confronted with a stationary obstacle, which slowed down his development. Sure enough, last year’s AL wild-card game was 
supposed to be Buxton’s coming-out party, but he lasted just three innings after he hurled himself into the Yankee Stadium fence and hurt his 
back. 
 
 
Plus, the thing about having plus power is that you need to hit the ball in order to access it, and Buxton had trouble doing that against big league 
pitching. He hit just .209/.250/.326 in 138 PA with seven strikeouts per walk as a rookie in 2015, then .225/.284/.430 with five strikeouts per walk 
in 2016. Through his first two seasons, Buxton had a career OPS+ of just 80, which is tough to get away with unless you’re as good at the non-
hitting aspects of baseball as Buxton is. 
 
Baseball at the highest level requires a subtlety of athleticism that’s different from other major team sports. It’s all about balance and muscle 
memory for pitchers and hand-eye coordination for hitters, so while it helps to be strong, fast, and graceful, it’s not the be-all and end-all. That’s 
how Albert Pujols wound up as the greatest player of his generation despite not being able to outrun the tides, even as a young man. 
 
Some ballplayers do have eye-popping athleticism. Mike Trout, for instance, is what you’d get if you put Pujols’s skill set into Russell 
Westbrook’s body. But not only does Buxton not run like a baseball player, he doesn’t run like a football player or basketball player or soccer 
player either. I mean, look at this. 
 
 
Who runs like that? It’s like he’s being suspended from a harness and is only pushing the ground for forward propulsion. It’s like you took a man 
and then removed all the heavy bits and rebuilt his skeleton out of some super-light NASA composite. He looks like an emu. 
 
Buxton, who is not a big guy at 6-foot-2, takes about 10 steps to get from first to second. OK, maybe 11—his feet are moving so quickly it’s hard 
to count. Either way, it’s mesmerizing. I’d pay to watch that guy try to catch the subway. 
 
That speed and athletic facility translate to defense, because not only can Buxton run down balls with the best of them, he can get the ball back to 
the infield in a hurry. 
 
 
The amazing thing about that throw is how easy it was. Buxton gets handcuffed on the one-hopper, then in one step and with a flick of his wrist, 
launches an absolute rope that would’ve hit catcher Kurt Suzuki in the forehead if he hadn’t gotten his mitt up. 
 
 
Last year was the first time Buxton played more than 100 games, and according to Baseball Prospectus, he was worth 25.5 fielding runs above 
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average (FRAA). That’s six runs better than the next-best center fielder, Lorenzo Cain, and better than any other non-catcher. (FRAA credits 
catchers not only for defensive work, but pitch framing, which can be worth dozens of runs per season on its own.) 
 
In order to be an above-average player with an 80 OPS+, you pretty much have to be an Andrelton Simmons–level defender at a premium 
position, which makes for a somewhat exclusive list: pretty much just Simmons and Buxton in down offensive years, and Padres catcher Austin 
Hedges. (Most other defenders at that level are either part-timers or all-around great players.) And in 2017, Buxton was that good defensively. 
Simmons, though, is also proof of what happens when you take that kind of glove and pair it with even an average bat. Last year, he had an OPS+ 
of 103, the best mark of his career, and Baseball-Reference graded him out at 7.1 WAR. He finished eighth in AL MVP voting. 
 
With more offensive potential than Simmons ever had, Buxton is either on the verge of or in the midst of a similar offensive breakthrough. Before 
last year’s All-Star break, Buxton was 235th out of 246 hitters in wRC+ at 59 (min. 200 PA). His strikeout rate, 30.7 percent, was 16th highest in 
baseball, while his isolated power, .090, was eighth lowest. But in 228 plate appearances after the All-Star break, Buxton hit .300/.347/.546, good 
for a 130 wRC+. That’s 39th out of 197 players with 200 or more PA after the break, one spot behind last year’s NL Rookie of the Year, Cody 
Bellinger. Half-season WAR totals aren’t particularly precise, but in the second half of last year, FanGraphs rated Buxton as the 15th-most 
valuable position player in the game, tied in WAR with Aaron Judge, who played in 14 more games. 
 
Some of Buxton’s second-half breakout was luck-based: His HR-to-fly-ball ratio more than doubled, and his BABIP went up by 71 points, and 
while a player as fast as Buxton ought to sustain a high BABIP because of his speed, his .378 number was extreme for just about anyone. But 
what’s most encouraging for Buxton is that he stopped hitting the ball like he wanted to beat out grounders and started hitting it like he wanted to 
make a serious offensive impact. 
 
Sometimes, fast players get taught to beat the ball downward and try to sneak ground balls through the infield or beat out infield hits, and for 
some players with relatively little power, like Seattle’s Dee Gordon and Cincinnati’s Ben Revere, it works. But sometimes, players who actually 
do have power still hit the ball on the ground and end up not accessing it. There might not be a better example than another Twins center field 
prospect, Carlos Gómez, who was on his third team after five straight seasons with an OPS below .700 when the Brewers finally told him to air it 
out in early 2012. Gómez averaged 22 homers a year and a 121 OPS+ from 2012 to 2014, and combined with the elite center field defense and 30-
steal speed he always possessed, he became one of the best players in the National League for three years. 
 
Buxton’s second-half gains weren’t revolutionary, but he hit the ball harder (25.0 percent line drive rate, 26th in baseball) and hit the ball in the 
air more than on the ground. Buxton still strikes out too much, walks too infrequently, and struggles against right-handed pitching (.242/.293/.408 
in 2017), but he doesn’t have to hit like Aaron Judge to be as valuable—he just has to be average. 
 
Even with the first-half millstone around his neck, Buxton was an All-Star–caliber player last year. In fact, if he’d put up his second-half numbers 
before the break and slumped down the stretch, Buxton probably would have been an All-Star. BP rated him at 4.3 WARP, almost exactly the 
same as Bryce Harper in about the same number of plate appearances. If Buxton continues to be a two-way threat in 2018, he’ll be a top-20 
position player, and almost certainly the most exciting player in the league. The Hall of Fame–level hype of his teenage years has come and gone, 
but Buxton is emerging as a star nonetheless. 
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