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Lucchesi, Padres pay for sloppy 3rd vs. Dodgers 

By Katie Woo 
 
SAN DIEGO -- For the past few seasons in San Diego, the focus has been on the future of the 
organization. As the Padres near the All-Star break and the youth movement in the rotation 
begins to take form, the future is slowly but surely becoming the present. 

Joey Lucchesi hopes to be a part of that ever-promising future, and the rookie entered 
Wednesday's matchup against Kenta Maeda and the Dodgers hoping to finish his breakout first 
half on a high note. But he fell a little short as the Padres dropped the third game of this four-
game series, 4-2. 

Lucchesi wasn't originally supposed to make the Padres' Opening Day roster, but when the 
team lost Dinelson Lamet to eventual Tommy John surgery a few days before the season, the 
left-hander debuted in his place. The 25-year-old has had an admirable start to his big league 
career, despite missing a month with a hip strain. In his 14 starts, Lucchesi has gone 4-5 with a 
3.34 ERA over 67 1/3 innings. He knows he can do better though. 

"I'm a little frustrated," Lucchesi said after Wednesday's loss, noting that he plans to work even 
harder in the second half. 

Manager Andy Green remarked that he'd like Lucchesi to delve into finishing at-bats and putting 
away hitters, something he struggled with on Wednesday. All three runs Lucchesi was 
responsible for came on two strikes. 

"He's shown good things, really good things for a young guy -- and things to be excited about," 
Green said. "He's shown the ability to pitch, life to the fastball, deception, the ability to beat 
guys. Everybody tends to look at what happens on one given day." 

There was small cause for concern in the third inning when Lucchesi called for a team trainer. 
He described it as a hand cramp, saying it was nothing serious, something he sustained during 
batting practice on Tuesday. 

"My hand is fine," he said. "It just cramped up a little bit. I couldn't really throw my offspeed too 
much. I just didn't do my best today. I have to do better than that." 

Lucchesi will most likely remain in the back of the rotation after the All-Star break. Green hopes 
the extra rest will help the young pitcher settle into a groove. 

Lucchesi, however, is eager to prove himself. 

"I could be better," he said. "I'm not satisfied with myself. I know I can do way better. I'm really 
going to push myself this next half and see what happens. 

"I'm a great pitcher. I know I am." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
When it rains, it pours: On Wednesday, high pitch count -- and shaky defense -- doomed 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/628317/kenta-maeda
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
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Lucchesi, who threw 91 pitches over four innings and was tagged for three runs (two earned). 
He allowed six hits and struck out four, but the Padres required five outs to escape the third 
inning. 

Kiké Hernandez doubled off Lucchesi with one out in the third and came around to score two 
batters later via Matt Kemp's single. Max Muncy singled to put runners on the corners, and 
Kemp came around to score when Carlos Asuaje was unable to feed Freddy Galvis for the 
potential inning-ending forceout. Asuaje was not charged with an error, but Galvis was on the 
next at-bat. After Lucchesi's wild pitch allowed both runners to move into scoring position, Galvis 
threw Cody Bellinger's ground ball in the dirt and Eric Hosmer was unable to dig it out, 
allowing Muncy to score an unearned run that gave the Dodgers a 3-1 lead. 

Can't master Maeda: The Padres scored their first run two at-bats into the game. Travis 
Jankowskiled off with a single and scored from first two pitches later when Asuaje doubled. 
Maeda kept the Friars off their toes for the rest of his 5 2/3 innings, however, and the Padres 
wouldn't score again until the seventh, when Christian Villanueva blasted his 18th round-
tripper of the year off Daniel Hudson. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Jankowski opened the game up with his best Manuel Margot impression in center field. One 
night after Margot made two phenomenal catches, Jankowski followed up with a diving grab to 
rob Chris Taylorof a hit -- travelling 55 feet in 3.7 seconds with a catch probability of 43 
percent, according to Statcast™. Jankowski made sure to show off his new mustache as well -- 
a possible nod to Green, who before Wednesday's game commented on his players breaking 
out some throwback facial hair styles, "I've seen these guys look better, especially Travis." 

HE SAID IT 
"From our perspective, it's been a pretty solid first half from a young kid who was the first kid in 
his Draft class starting Major League Baseball games." -- Green, on Lucchesi, a fourth-round 
selection in 2016 

UP NEXT 
Tyson Ross gets the call on Thursday night as he looks to bounce back from his shortest 
outing of the season -- a two-inning affair in which the D-backs tagged him for eight runs. The 
veteran right-hander hasn't had much luck against the Dodgers in his nine-year career, going 0-
7 with a 3.49 ERA in 11 starts. He'll take on the newly minted All-Star Ross Stripling in the 7:10 
p.m. PT finale of the four-game series. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571771/enrique-hernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/461314/matt-kemp
http://m.mlb.com/player/571970/max-muncy
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/543339/daniel-hudson
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
https://www.mlb.com/padres/video/statcast-margot-lays-out-twice/c-2257521583?tid=240568594
http://m.mlb.com/player/621035/chris-taylor
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/548389/ross-stripling
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Hedges, Ellis benefit from unique bond 

By Katie Woo 
 
SAN DIEGO -- The dynamic duo of catchers Austin Hedges and A.J. Ellis just formed this 
March, but you'd never guess that after watching them communicate. 

The two thrive off a relationship founded off respect, with Hedges eager to learn from Ellis' 11-
year big league career and Ellis eager to share. As the younger backstop hopes to emerge as a 
face of the Padres, he turns to the veteran often -- although most of the time Ellis is already 
there to help. 

"I go to him for advice almost every day," Hedges said. "He's been doing this for so long and 
had so much success, especially working with pitchers. A lot of times I don't even need to ask. 
He's there to help by mentioning something he sees. We have a very good, trustworthy 
relationship that I feel like we can say anything to each other." 

For Ellis, guiding Hedges is something he loves to do and even takes pride in. 

"It's been really refreshing for me," he said. "It makes me feel way younger than I am to be 
around a catcher of his quality. He goes about his business as a professional. He's advanced 
beyond his age from a defensive standpoint. It's been fun to partner with him and be that caddy 
for him." 

It was almost a relationship that never was. Ellis joined the Padres this spring on a non roster 
deal, but made the team as Hedges' backup. The two have split games relatively equally in the 
first half though, as Hedges spent eight weeks on the disabled list with elbow tendinitis, with 
Ellis and Raffy Lopez filling in. 

When Hedges returned, the box score featured higher offensive stats from the catcher position. 
Hedges had struggled offensively since being called up to the big leagues in 2015, but Ellis has 
noticed a new persona this season. 

"He's much more comfortable with himself," Ellis said. "He knows who he is and he knows what 
he brings to the table. He knows what his value is, and that's the impact that he makes behind 
the plate every single night. That impact is undeniable. It's elite in our game." 

Since returning from injury, Hedges is batting .350 with two home runs, but his easiness on the 
field has attributed to something that can't be measured on a stat sheet. Hedges' confidence in 
himself has also allowed the younger pitchers in the rotation to follow suit. Rookies like Eric 
Lauer and Joey Lucchesihave gravitated to Hedges, and both catchers and manager Andy 
Green have noticed. 

"Those young guys on the mound, Lauer and Lucchesi especially, they feel a guy behind home 
plate who is so invested in their success," Green said. "[Hedges] impacts the game radically 
from that position." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
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On Tuesday with Hedges behind the dish, Lauer hurled 8 2/3 innings of one-run ball in a 4-1 win 
over the Dodgers. The youngster didn't shake his catcher off once. Lucchesi holds a 2.31 ERA 
over 46 2/3 innings in the nine games he's played with Hedges as his batterymate. 

"I think it all starts off the field," Hedges remarked. "When you're in the clubhouse, away from 
the field, on the planes and bus -- all the time we have, especially on the road, we to get to know 
our teammates as people first and foremost. The more that guys like Eric or Joey can trust me 
as a person more than a catcher, I think that translates on the field." 

Ellis agreed, saying that the improved relationships the younger arms have with Hedges has 
already proved beneficial. 

"The way he pushes these guys through the game, the way that he talks to them in the dugout 
in between innings, that's making a major impact in both of their growth," Ellis said. "They're 
close to the same age, going through the same battles -- Austin speaks life into them throughout 
the course of the game." 
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Urias stands out at Triple-A All-Star Game 

By Jonathan Mayo 

COLUMBUS, Ohio -- The Triple-A All-Star Game is always an interesting mix of up-and-coming 
prospects and veterans trying to get back to the big leagues. This year, a 12-7 victory by the 
Pacific Coast League on Wednesday night, was no different. 

There were plenty of standout performances in a game that saw 19 runs and 29 hits combined 
and some actually came on the mound despite the crooked numbers put up by both teams. 
Here are the top 10 performers from the 31st edition of the game. 

1. Kean Wong, 2B/OF, Rays: Kolten's youngest brother may have been in the No. 9 spot of the 
International League lineup, but he certainly didn't hit like it. The owner of a .316 average for 
Durham, Wong had three hits, including two doubles, and drove in a pair to take home IL MVP 
honors. 

2. Luis Urias, 2B/SS, Padres: The middle infielder showed why he's ranked No. 29 on MLB 
Pipeline's Top 100 list with a pair of hits and two runs scored, showing the impressive bat-to-
ball skills that earned him a 70 hit grade on the 20-to-80 scouting scale. 

3. Daniel Poncedeleon, RHP, Cardinals: The fact Poncedeleon is pitching at all is amazing, 
considering he took a line drive off of his head in May 2017 and needed emergency brain 
surgery. The fact the Cardinals' No. 30 prospect is doing it well is a tremendous story and he 
was absolutely dominant in his inning of work, striking out the IL's Nos. 2-4 hitters, including top 
Indians prospect Francisco Mejia, on 15 pitches. 

4. D.J. Stewart, OF, Orioles: The O's first-round pick out of Florida State in 2015, Stewart is the 
organization's No. 10 prospect. The pronounced crouch he had in college is long gone and he 
had three very professional at-bats, coming away with three hits, two runs scored and a run 
batted in. 

5. Eric Haase, C, Indians: No. 20 on the Indians' Top 30, Haase hasn't followed up his 
breakout 2017 season with as successful a 2018. But his big right-handed power was on display 
in his first at-bat of the game in the fourth inning, when he crushed a long home run to left-
center field. 

6. Cody Carroll, RHP, Yankees: The Yankees' No. 15 prospect showed stuff in relief that 
should play out of a big league bullpen soon. With a fastball up to the upper-90s and an 
excellent slider, Carroll dispatched a strong PCL lineup on 14 pitches, striking out two in a 
perfect inning. 

7. Thyago Vieira, RHP, White Sox: A 2017 Futures Gamer, Vieira showed why the White Sox 
wanted him and acquired him last offseason. While his fastball didn't sit in the triple-digits as it 
often does, the organization's No. 26 prospect was up to 99 mph with a solid slider in his 
perfect inning. 

8. Josh Fuentes, 3B, Rockies: He might be blocked by his cousin, Nolan Arrenado, in the big 
leagues, but he did his best imitation of him. He opened up what would be a six-run second 

http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=stl
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bal
http://m.mlb.com/player/606992/eric-haase
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cle
http://m.mlb.com/player/606944/cody-carroll
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nyy
http://m.mlb.com/player/600986/thyago-vieira
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cws
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inning for the PCL with a solo homer to the opposite field, then drove in another run with a single 
in the same inning and was also named the PCL's MVP. 

9. Cole Irvin, LHP, Phillies: It's not always about the velocity. The Phillies' No. 22 
prospect did give up a pair of hits, but he mixed his pitches well and fanned two as the IL's 
starter. 

10. Zac Gallen, RHP, Marlins: It's not always about the velocity, part two. The Marlins got 
Gallen in the Marcell Ozuna trade with the Cardinals and if the team's No. 12 prospect can be 
as efficient as he was on Wednesday, he could see Miami soon. After the IL had climbed back 
into the game, the right-hander tossed a perfect sixth, needing just seven pitches, getting a 
ground ball and two fly outs in a hurry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=phi
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=phi
http://m.mlb.com/player/668678/zac-gallen
http://m.mlb.com/player/542303/marcell-ozuna
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mia
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Lucchesi labors as Padres 
fall to Dodgers 

Jeff Sanders 

Joey Lucchesi will have at least nine days to think about his last start of the first half. 

Nine days to think about how he can be better. 

He knows he is. 

“I’m not satisfied with myself,” Lucchesi said after throwing 40 pitches in the third 

inning and leaving a 4-2 loss to the Dodgers after only four frames on Wednesday 

night at Petco Park. “I know I can do way better. I’m going to push myself this next 

half and see what happens.” 

To be clear, Lucchesi (4-5) could have used some help. 

His defense made two errors behind him. His offense fell quiet from the second 

inning until Christian Villanueva’s seventh-inning homer, No. 18 on the season, cut 

the Padres’ deficit to one. His bullpen quickly gave that run back. 

Wednesday’s loss, however, had everything to do with a third inning almost long 

enough to chase Lucchesi from the game. 

After a one-two-three first and leaving the bases loaded in the second, Lucchesi was 

even nearly out of trouble that inning when he struck out Justin Turner looking on 

the heels of Kike Hernandez’s one-out double. 

Turns out, the real trouble was just starting. 

First, Matt Kemp delivered his first hit of the series via a run-scoring single to left. 

Max Muncy followed with a single, another run scored when Carlos Asuaje couldn’t 

flip cleanly to second base on Logan Forsythe’s grounder up the middle and a third 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
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crossed the plate when first baseman Eric Hosmer couldn’t pick Freddy Galvis’ throw 

in the dirt. 

Even more exasperating, all three runs scored via two-out, two-strike action. 

“Two-strike pitches, he missed location with those pitches in particular – an 

opportunity to put some guys away,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “ … What he’s 

done pretty well in the past is end at-bats. He had a hard time finishing guys today.” 

The pace-of-play draining frame also saw two mound visits – one from pitching 

coach Darren Balsley and another with Padres manager Andy Green and a team 

trainer – a wild pitch to the backstop and one last strikeout before Lucchesi finally 

entered the dugout. 

The visit with a trainer stemmed from cramping in his hand, due in part to extra 

batting practice on Tuesday and getting jammed before his second-inning strikeout. 

“My hand is fine,” Lucchesi said. “It just cramped up a little bit. I couldn’t really 

throw my off-speed too much. I just didn’t do my best today. I have to do better than 

that.” 

Lucchesi returned for a scoreless fourth inning, although he had to work around an 

error from Villanueva before exiting his last start before the all-star break with only 

59 of his 91 pitches finding the strike zone. 

“He was right on that line, right on that cusp,” Green said of the decision to keep 

Lucchesi in the game for a fourth inning. “Honestly, we factored into the equation 

that it’s probably his last inning for 8-9-10 days if you push him to the back side of the 

rotation. We tried to leave him with a decent taste in his mouth, get back out there 

and get one more. He did that.” 

Only two of Lucchesi’s three runs allowed were earned. The one walk he issued – to 

load the bases – was intentional. Lucchesi also struck out four but allowed six hits, 

two shy of what he’d yielded through the first four starts off his month-long stay on 

the disabled list (hip). 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
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The last three starts in particular had been impressive but brief. 

Lucchesi allowed one hit in four shutout innings in Texas, just one hit in five shutout 

innings against Pittsburgh and was two outs shy of a quality start when he limited 

Arizona to three hits last week. 

Through his first 67 1/3 innings in the majors, Lucchesi has struck out 69 batters 

while fashioning a rotation-best 3.34 ERA. 

“He’s shown good things, really good things for a young guy – and things to be excited 

about,” Green said. “He’s shown the ability to pitch, life to the fastball, deception, the 

ability to beat guys. Everybody tends to look at what happens on one given day. But 

he’s shown a lot of good things. As time goes on he’ll be much more pitch-efficient, 

able to work deep into baseball games. 

“But from our perspective, it’s been a pretty solid first half from a young kid who was 

the first kid in his draft class starting Major League Baseball games.” 

Dodgers right-hander Kenta Maeda struck out nine in 5 2/3 innings Wednesday, 

paying for only two of the four hits he yielded. 

Travis Jankowski singled to lead off the game and Carlos Asuaje immediately doubled 

him in for a 1-0 lead that lasted only until Lucchesi’s laborious third inning. 

Villanueva’s blast arrived a half inning before Craig Stammen allowed a run on three 

hits in the eighth. 

Austin Hedges’ double and single in three at-bats lifted his batting average to .316 

(12-for-38) in 12 games since an elbow injury cost him a month-and-a-half of the 

season. 

Wil Myers, meanwhile, went 0-for-3 with two strikeouts and a walk, snapping a four-

game home run streak in which he went deep six times. 

The free pass, on four pitches, opened the ninth inning before Dodgers closer Kenley 

Jansen regrouped to retire Hosmer, pinch-hitter Manuel Margot and Galvis in order 

to end the game. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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Padres' Tyson Ross looking 
to get back on track vs. 
Dodgers 

Jeff Sanders 

Culled from high-speed cameras tracking the velocity, spin and release point of every 

pitch, the raw data says 6.3 percent of Tyson Ross’ offerings this year have been 

sinkers. That’s down significantly from a 32-percent rate at the peak of his career. 

Ross, a 31-year-old veteran, still in the opening legs of the odyssey back from a 

biomechanics-altering shoulder surgery, believes an entirely different truth. 

“I think I’ve thrown maybe one true sinker the last two years,” Ross said. “It just 

hasn’t been there at all. It’s not like I’ve lost the feel for it. Whether it’s my finger 

pressure or arm speed or hand speed, for whatever reason my sinker hasn’t been the 

same.” 

Neither has Ross, aside from the hard-biting slider that remained an elite weapon 

until a two-start hiccup dulled some of the shine of his return to San Diego. 

Because of his return on a one-year, $1.75 million deal, the smart play seemingly 

would be to move him for something over letting him walk as a free agent. Ross 

believes a minor adjustment on the mound made before Thursday’s start against the 

Dodgers might very well have him again resembling the savvy veteran who had a 3.32 

ERA and a .665 opponent OPS through his first 16 starts. 

What’s more, Ross — a student of his craft in his downtime the previous two years 

while recovering from a bum shoulder — might yet find another gear if his heavy, 

sinking, tailing two-seamer ever resurfaces. 

“Oh yeah, there’s another level,” pitching coach Darren Balsley said. “If he gets that 

(sinker) back, he’s got a four-seamer that cuts and a sinker that goes the other 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
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direction. Any time you can get your fastballs going in two different directions, you’re 

going to be tough.” 

The Padres’ long-time pitching coach was speaking after Tuesday’s mini-bullpen 

session, a tune-up that allowed the two to go under the hood, so to speak, to right a 

flattened slider that had just about everything to do with Ross allowing 15 earned 

runs over his previous seven innings. 

No four-seam whiffs in three games? More walks (five) than strikeouts (two) over the 

last two games? Twice as many hits (14) as innings? 

It’s not about more than doubling his workload, from 49 innings last year to 102 thus 

far. 

It’s about his slider. 

Nothing else. 

“Normally that's the equalizer,” Ross said. “Hitters have to worry about a fastball with 

movement and a slider that's tough to hit. When you can eliminate one of them, 

because that pitch hasn't been working recently, you can zone in on the heater.” 

So what’s gone wrong? 

After his last start, Balsley noticed Ross had gravitated toward the middle of the 

rubber, leading to the 6-foot-6 right-hander cutting off the extension that generates 

such pronounced bite on the slider. 

The hope is a move back toward first base restores Ross’ primary weapon. 

“He was cutting himself off instead of throwing to targets through lanes,” Balsley said 

with a hint of regret. “It’s a pretty simple fix. I should have caught it before but it’s 

hard to see that from the dugout. 

“Sometimes the smallest things are the hardest to find.” 

Meantime, the most involved search — for Ross’ sinker — soldiers on. 
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There are no easy answers, either, when you’re talking about surgery to correct 

thoracic outlet syndrome, the compression of blood vessels or nerves in the space 

between a collarbone and first rib — the source of Ross’ persistent shoulder pain in 

2016. 

“My complete shoulder has been altered,” Ross said. “They've removed a bone. 

They've severed a muscle and adjusted the biomechanics of how my upper torso 

works. 

“As everything is settling into this new norm, it's interesting to see what's happened.” 

Especially between the ears. 

His four-seamer cuts and is harder than the cut-fastball he’s using roughly twice as 

much as he did before his surgery. Because both pitches are generally in the same 

direction as his slider, Ross has become rather reliant on changing speeds as he 

thinks his way through at-bats. 

Yes, his average four-seam velocity is down from 94.6 mph as an All-Star year in 2014 

to 91.6 mph this year, but a 94 is still there when he wants it. 

Even if that heavy sinker remains MIA for the foreseeable future. 

“Sometimes change is good,” Balsley said. “Stuff-wise, he doesn’t have the same exact 

arsenal he used to have, but I think Tyson has matured enough and been through 

enough that he's learned to navigate his way through games with what he has now.” 

Said Ross: “It's part of the game. As you get older, people lose velo, they lose arm 

strength. I've had surgery. I’m missing half my arsenal as a pitcher. … It's the 

evolution of me as a pitcher. I was doing just fine without that half of the equation 

until recently — a little bump in the road — but I've been feeling good and learning 

how to pitch using different pitches and different movement. 

“Maybe the sinker comes back like it used to — heavy sink. Maybe it doesn't. It is 

what it is right now.” 
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Andy Green mustache you a 
question 

Jeff Sanders 

Because baseball is a game of superstitions, picking up a win after first base 

coach Skip Schumaker donned a mustache on Tuesday meant the facial hair fad 

spread throughout the clubhouse Wednesday. 

Austin Hedges, Hunter Renfroe, Travis Janowksi and Adam Cimber were among 

the Padres wearing mustaches a day later. 

Jankowski even carved mutton chops out of his scruff. 

“Skip got one yesterday and we got a win,” Jankowski reasoned. “We figured we had 

to keep it going.” 

As for Padres manager Andy Green, he apparently is not even “a little stitious” as The 

Office’s Michael Scott would put it. 

“They’re going to have to win 15 in a row for me to follow suit,” Green quipped. “If 

they hit that number I’ll shave whatever they want.” 

Jankowski’s look in particular raised Green’s eyebrows. 

“They’ve all looked better,” Green said. “Let’s put it that way. They’ve all had better 

days than they’re having today, especially Travis. My guess is his wife’s back home in 

Pennsylvania.” 

Notable 

• LHP Jose Castillo ran on the field for the first time since landing on the 10-

day DL on July 7 (retro to July 6) with a right hamstring strain. He is not 

expected to return until after the all-star break. “I feel much better,” he said. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/skip-schumaker-PESPT000010416-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Maeda stymies Padres as Dodgers win 
4-2, move closer in West 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- Kenta Maeda's work in the winter is paying off for the Dodgers this summer. 
Thanks to his newfound changeup, Maeda pitched effectively into the sixth inning and Matt 
Kemp, Logan Forsythe and Chris Taylor each delivered an RBI single as Los Angeles beat the San 
Diego Padres 4-2 on Wednesday night. 
 
The surging Dodgers pulled within a half-game of NL West-leading Arizona with their 34th 
victory in 50 games. 

Maeda (6-5) won for the first time since June 25 as the right-hander allowed a run and four hits 
over 5 2/3 innings. He had nine strikeouts and a walk to help the Dodgers defeat the Padres for 
the eighth time in 12 meetings this season. 

"It's been a game-changer for Kenta and it just keeps the hitters more honest with the change," 
Los Angeles manager Dave Roberts said. "He can throw that pitch and present it as a strike and 
the bottom falls out. It's been a huge weapon for him." 

It was Maeda's second start since coming off the paternity list and once again he was in control 
as the Padres had but one hit over his final three-plus innings of work. In his last nine starts, 
Maeda has a 1.97 ERA with 61 strikeouts in 50 1/3 innings. 

"I've been able to use (the changeup) effectively and I've been able to get a lot of punch-outs with 
it," Maeda said through a translator. "Last year I wasn't able to use it at all. But because of the 
changeup this year, it's making my other pitches look better today, and maybe my repertoire 
look even better." 

Taylor's single scored Chase Utley, who was aboard on a pinch-hit double, for a 4-2 advantage in 
the eighth. Kenley Jansen pitched the ninth and overcame a leadoff walk to Wil Myers for his 25th 
save. 
 
San Diego cut its deficit to one in the seventh when rookie Christian Villanuevahit his 18th homer 
off reliever Daniel Hudson. 
 
Austin Hedges had two of the Padres' five hits, but San Diego lost for the seventh time in 10 
games. 
 
Rookie left-hander 
Joey Lucchesi (4-5) didn't last past the fourth inning after throwing 91 pitches. He allowed three 
runs (two earned) and six hits while losing his second straight start. 
"I'm not satisfied with myself," Lucchesi said. "I know I could be way better." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34892/kenta-maeda
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28476/matt-kemp
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28476/matt-kemp
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30579/logan-forsythe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32900/chris-taylor
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5383/chase-utley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29630/kenley-jansen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30376/daniel-hudson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
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Los Angeles jumped ahead in the third as it parlayed four hits and an error into a three-run 
inning. 

Kemp's sharp RBI single brought in Enrique Hernandez after his double. Forsythe, who has 
struggled all year, produced an RBI infield single, and when shortstop Freddy Galvis short-
hopped first baseman Eric Hosmer for a throwing error on Cody Bellinger's grounder, Max 
Muncy came around. 
 
"I guess I got out of my zone and let the game get away from me," Lucchesi said. 

Added manager Andy Green: "As time goes by, he'll be much more pitch-efficient and be able to 
work deeper into games." 

San Diego struck in the first when Carlos Asuaje's double scored Travis Jankowski after he 
opened with a single. But the Padres seldom threatened after that. 
 
"As the game moved on I felt better and better," Maeda said. 

K-9 KENTA 

For the fourth consecutive start, Maeda had nine strikeouts. "It seems like nine is the number I 
keep stopping at," he said. "I was hoping for another one today. I have to work harder." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Dodgers: LHP Julio Urias (left shoulder) threw to hitters at the team's Arizona facility, reaching 
88-92 mph, according to Roberts. 
 
Padres: RHP Jordan Lyles (right elbow) threw a bullpen Sunday and was slated for another one 
this week. 
 
UP NEXT 

Dodgers: RHP Ross Stripling (7-2, 2.22 ERA), added to the NL roster Wednesday for his first All-
Star Game, is 2/3 in his career against the Padres. He beat them on May 25 when he allowed just 
an unearned run over 6 2/3 innings. 
 
Padres: RHP Tyson Ross (5-7, 4.41 ERA) remains a potential trade target with the July 31 
deadline approaching. Ross has 10 quality starts this year. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31358/enrique-hernandez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33912/cody-bellinger
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33303/max-muncy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33303/max-muncy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33892/carlos-asuaje
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33223/julio-urias
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31061/jordan-lyles
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32789/ross-stripling
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30099/tyson-ross
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#PadresOnDeck: Bolaños, Cantillo 

Extend Runs of Strong Starts; 

Capps on Comeback 
By Bill Center 

Two pitching prospects not yet widely known names in the Padres 
system continued to turn in strong outings Tuesday night while right-
handed reliever Carter Capps threw two scoreless innings as he 
continued on the comeback trail. 

— Right-hander Ronald Bolaños, a member of the 2016 international 
signing class, allowed two runs (one earned) on two hits and four walks 
with five strikeouts over six innings for Advanced Single-A Lake 
Elsinore. The 6-foot-3, 21-year-old Cuban suffered the loss to fall to 3–6 
Tuesday. But Bolaños has a 1.00 ERA over his last three starts and has 
allowed the one earned run on four hits and five walks with 10 strikeouts 
over 12 innings in his last two starts. Bolaños has a 4.62 ERA on the 
season. 

— Left-hander Joey Cantillo, 18, allowed a run on seven hits and no 
walks with six strikeouts in 4 1/3 innings in the Arizona Rookie League 
Tuesday night. The 6-foot-4, 225-pound Cantillo was the Padres’ 16th-
round pick in the 2017 draft out of Kailua, Hawaii. In four starts this 
summer in the ARL, Cantillo has allowed three runs (one earned) on 14 
hits and three walks with 21 strikeouts in 18 innings for a 0.50 ERA. 

— Capps, 27, who has had to rebuild his delivery following “Tommy 
John” surgery and a MLB ruling banning his skip step, allowed two hits 
and a walk with a strikeout in his two-inning outing Tuesday. Capps, 
who started his comeback last month with Short-Season Single-A Tri-
City, has a 2.35 ERA with Lake Elsinore. 
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Second baseman Luis Urías and right-handed starting pitcher Brett 
Kennedywill represent the Padres and El Paso with the Pacific Coast 
League in the Triple-A All-Star Game Wednesday night in Columbus, 
Ohio. Urías, 21, rated the Padres’ №3 prospect, is hitting .278 for El 
Paso. Kennedy is 7–0 with a 2.58 ERA for the Chihuahuas. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (50–40): The Chihuahuas were off Tuesday for the 
Triple-A All-Star break. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (10–7, 52–35): The Missions were off 
Tuesday. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (8–12, 42–48): Inland 
Empire 5, STORM 1 — RHP Elliot Ashbeck (2.36 ERA) pitched 
between Bolaños and Capps and allowed three runs on two hits and a 
walk with a strikeout in an inning. DH Luis Torrens (.275) was 2-for-4 
with a run scored. SS Allen Córdoba (.155) was 2-for-4. C Marcus 
Greene Jr. (.257) was 1-for-3 with a walk and a RBI. 2B Ruddy 
Giron (.206) was 1-for-3 in his return to the Storm. CF Edward 
Olivares (.275) and RF Jorge Oña (.235) each had a double in four at-
bats. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (11–8, 43–45): The TinCaps were off Tuesday. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (13–12): The Dust Devils had 
Tuesday off. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (19–13): The Padres were 
rained out Tuesday. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 
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PADRES-1 (5–12): Rangers 10, PADRES 1–2B Lee Solomon (.282) 
was 2-for-4. LF Tyler Benson (.130) had a triple in three at-bats with a 
run scored. DH Nick Gatewood (.286) was 1-for-3 with a walk. 
Starting RHP Frank Lopez(0–2, 5.54 ERA) allowed five runs (four 
earned) on five hits and four walks with three strikeouts in 1 2/3 innings. 
RHP Dalton Erb (2.77) issued two walks with two strikeouts in 3 1/3 
hitless, scoreless innings. LHP Jose Cabrera (1.86) allowed a hit with 
two strikeouts in 2 1/3 scoreless innings. RHP Reiss Knehr (3.60) 
allowed two runs on a hit with two strikeouts in an inning. 

PADRES-2 (8–9): PADRES 5, Reds 4 — LHP Daniel Sexton (1–0, 0.66 
ERA) allowed two hits with two strikeouts over the final two scoreless 
innings to suffer the loss. 2B Tucupita Marcano (.390) was 2-for-4 
with two RBIs and a run scored. 1B Jason Pineda (.348) was 2-for-4 
with a double, a RBI and a run scored. DH Jonny Homza (.240) was 1-
for-4 with a run scored. CF Hunter Jarmon (.220) was 1-for-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 20 

Andy’s Address, 7/11 

Andy Addresses Eric Lauer/Joey Lucchesi, outfield 

defense, Austin Hedges 

By Bill Center 

The afternoon after left-hander Eric Lauer blanked the Dodgers for 8 
2/3 innings, Padres manager Andy Green was still talking about his 
rookie starting pitcher. 

“When Eric came up, he expected to be successful,” said Green 
Wednesday during his daily pre-game press conference. “But until you 
really are successful, you carry a little bit of a question mark in the back 
of your head. As he’s started to experience some success, you’ve seen his 
confidence grow and grow. I think he feels he’s gotten back to who he 
was.” 

“When he first got up here, he was trying to be perfect with every pitch. 
He had too much respect for the guys he was facing. That probably 
affected his velocity and command a little bit. Now, he’s just letting it go 
and trusting his stuff. He didn’t hit every single spot Tuesday night 
against the Dodgers. If he threw a fastball that missed a spot it had 
conviction and real life to it and he got it by good hitters.” 

“Honestly, you’re seeing new pitches develop almost every time he’s out 
there right now, which says a lot about his athleticism and his ability. 
He’s also throwing 90–91-mph cutters and 80-mph sliders. He’s finding 
his way through baseball games very effectively.” 

Green liked Lauer’s post-game comments about wanting to beat the 
Dodgers because they are the Dodgers. 
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“I think it’s bred into them in the minor leagues now,” said Green of 
Lauer’s thoughts. “Any team that’s won the division as many times 
consecutively as they have, you come up gunning for them. That talk is 
all over our minor league system about what we’re going to do. It’s going 
to take guys with that type of attitude to do it. That didn’t bother me at 
all. I’m happy he feels that way.” 

When asked what he expected from his other rookie left-handed 
starter Joey Lucchesi Wednesday night, Green said: 

“One more out than Lauer, that’s all I’m asking. Small expectations. 
When he’s in the strike zone he’s been really good. The one inning he got 
himself into trouble last time started with walking the pitcher. I just 
want to see him pound the strike zone and trust his stuff. With guys with 
good stuff, it’s a very similar refrain every time out. It’s the same lineup 
Eric saw yesterday, so we kind of have a blueprint about how to navigate 
it so just go out and execute.” 

Green discussed Lucchesi’s ability to work out of jams. 

“I think he grinds out innings well,” said Green. “He has the expectation 
that he’s going to get out of them. When he’s out there in an intense 
situation, he has good focus for a young guy.” 

Green praised the defensive play of his outfield the day after Manuel 
Margotmade two flying catches in center. 

“Those guys seem to be clicking right now,” said Green. “They’ve done a 
nice job. Wil (Myers) has taken to left field very, very nicely. He seems 
comfortable out there. He has settled in at this point. Wil’s done a nice 
job cutting balls off down the line. Those have been great for Wil. There 
has been a lot of plays, a lot of energy over there.” 

“Hunter (Renfroe) obviously has the rocket arm. Manny makes diving 
catches and we all know Travis (Jankowski) is elite defense no matter 
where you stick him in the outfield.” 
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Green completed the session with some thoughts on catcher Austin 
Hedges, who was 2-for-4 with a three-run homer Tuesday night to get 
his batting average to a season-high .209. 

“Every one of our pitchers feel that Austin is invested in them being 
successful,” said Green. “I think those feelings give confidence to the 
pitchers, whomever he catches. He’s called really good games. He 
obviously blocks very well. Whatever happens at the plate is a bonus. I’m 
not really concerned about it.” 
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Padres roll dice with Ross versus Dodgers 
 
STATS 
Jul 12, 2018 at 3:36a ET 

SAN DIEGO — For the Los Angeles Dodgers, Thursday night’s series finale against 
the Padres at Petco Park is a golden opportunity to claim a third win in the four-game 
series. 

And the Dodgers have to be feeling pretty good about their chances. 

They will send right-hander Ross Stripling (7-2, 2.22 ERA) to the mound. He has 
beaten the Padres once this season. 

The Padres counter with right-hander Tyson Ross (6-7, 4.41), which could be an 
issue. 

At the end of June, Ross was 5-5 with a 3.32 ERA over his first 16 starts of the 
season. But over his last two starts, Ross has been pounded to the point of concern. 

He has given up 15 runs on 14 hits and five walks with just two strikeouts in seven 
innings. In his most recent start at Chase Field in Arizona, Ross gave up eight runs 
and seven hits in two innings. 

He has given up six home runs in his last three starts after yielding eight in his first 
15. 

Given Ross’s medical history — the 6-foot-6, 31-year-old had a 7.71 ERA in 12 
games (10 starts) with the Texas Rangers last season after returning from thoracic 
outlet surgery — there is concern about his health. In fact, he signed with the Padres 
last winter as a minor league free agent. 

There were no issues for the first three months of the season as Ross thrived. And 
the pitcher says he still feels good. 

However, his ERA has jumped more than a run over the span of seven innings. And 
he failed to strike out a hitter over five innings July 1 against Pittsburgh after having 
90 strikeouts in his first 95 innings. 

If Ross continues to struggle, it could ruin some other possible plans. Two weeks 
ago, several teams appeared to be interested in the slider specialist as a trading 
deadline acquisition. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/story/padres-roll-dice-with-ross-versus-dodgers-071218
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ross-stripling-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
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Ross will try to right the ship against the Dodgers, who he will be facing for the first 
time this season. Overall, Ross has an 0-7 record against the Dodgers with a 3.49 
ERA, 1.33 WHIP and a .265 opponents’ batting average in 11 games (nine starts). 

But Ross has pitched better at Petco Park than elsewhere. He has a 3.07 career at 
Petco Park with a 1.15 WHIP and a .262 opponents’ batting average. 

Stripling would have the second-best ERA in the National League if he had enough 
innings to qualify. In 24 games (13 starts), Stripling has allowed 23 runs (22 earned) 
on 83 hits and 13 walks with 103 strikeouts in 89 1/3 innings. He has a 1.07 WHIP 
and a .242 opponents’ batting average. 

Stripling is 2-3 lifetime in nine appearances (three starts) against the Padres with a 
3.04 ERA and a 1.28 WHIP. 

 


