
August 15, 2018  Page 1 of 21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Clips 
 

(August 15, 2018) 
    



August 15, 2018  Page 2 of 21 
 

     CLIPS CONTENT        

 

FROM THE OC REGISTER (PAGE 3) 

 Taylor Ward collects 2 hits in his big league debut, helping Angels beat Padres 

 As Rene Rivera prepares to return to Angels, rookie catcher duo will be broken up 

FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES (PAGE 6) 

 Aaron Cox, former Angels minor leaguer and brother-in-law of Mike Trout, dies at 24 

FROM ANGELS.COM (PAGE 7) 

 Ward's stellar debut, Upton's big night lift Halos 

 Angels, Trout mourn loss of Aaron Cox 

 Shred Hate program gains 5 new MLB teams 

 Position change accelerates Ward's progress 

 Best August trade in each team's history* 

 Angels acquire RHP Despaigne from Marlins 

FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS (PAGE 14) 

 Upton homers, drives in 3 to lift Angels past Padres 7-3 

FROM ESPN.COM (PAGE 16) 

 Aaron Cox, who was Mike Trout's brother-in-law, dies at age 24 

FROM NBC SPORTS (PAGE 17) 

 Former minor leaguer Aaron Cox, brother-in-law of Mike Trout, dies at 24 

 Angels acquire Odrisamer Despaigne from Marlins 

FROM MLB TRADE RUMORS (PAGE 18) 

 Angels Acquire Odrisamer Despaigne, Designate Dayan Diaz 

FROM THE SPORTING NEWS (PAGE 18) 

 Shohei Ohtani injury update: Angels star edges closer to pitching again 

FROM THE DESERT SUN (PAGE 19) 

 Shadow Hills' Taylor Ward makes desert history with stellar performance for Angels in MLB 

debut 

 Mike Scioscia brought sense of calm as Los Angeles Angels manager 

 

  



August 15, 2018  Page 3 of 21 
 

                 FROM OC REGISTER       

Taylor Ward collects 2 hits in his big league debut, helping Angels beat Padres 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — As Taylor Ward continued putting up big numbers at Triple-A, he couldn’t help but think 
about the next step. 

“You definitely get a little nervous,” Ward said. “Falling asleep at night and thinking about it. Absolutely 
you start to think about it. You just hope for this day.” 

The day finally came on Tuesday, when the Angels’ third base prospect made his major league debut. 
Making the day even better, Ward had two hits and a walk in the Angels’ 7-3 victory over the San Diego 
Padres. 

“It felt good,” Ward said after the game, clutching the ball from his first hit. “I was a little nervous early 
on. Around the third inning, I felt a lot better. I slowed the game down and was able to start breathing 
again.” 

Ward, a 24-year-old former first-round pick, said he had 10 friends and family members in the stands at 
Petco Park, just a three-hour drive from his high school in Indio. 

The Angels hung a No. 3 jersey in his locker, an improvement from the No. 99 he had sported during 
spring training. 

Back then, Ward was a catcher who hadn’t quite panned out in his first three professional seasons. 
Shortly after he was sent down from big league camp in March, the Angels moved him to third base, and 
everything began to change. 

Ward hit .349 with a .977 OPS between Double-A and Triple-A this season, a change that’s often been 
attributed to him being free of the mental and physical demands of catching. 

While Ward didn’t deny that helped, he said he actually began retooling his swing last winter. 

“I did a lot of things this past offseason to really refine my swing and get into positions I can easily 
repeat,” Ward said before Tuesday’s game. “That’s what I’ve done so far this year.” 

He stepped to the plate for the first time on Tuesday with runners at first and second and no outs, facing 
right-hander Brett Kennedy, who was ahead of Ward by just one game in major league experience. 
Kennedy, who had spent most of the year in Triple-A, threw him a fastball over the outer half and Ward 
punched it past the first baseman into right field, good for an RBI double. 

In the fourth, Ward drew a walk and scored on an Eric Young Jr. triple, putting the Angels ahead 3-0. 
Ward led off the sixth with another single into right field. 
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“It’s fun to watch,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “You have your normal butterflies any youngster would 
have and he came up and was very comfortable in the batter’s box. He did a great job.” 

In the field, he handled a foul pop-up and an easy bouncer, so it remains to be seen how he’ll do on 
defense. 

He said before the game that he typically went out for extra defensive work four or five times a week in 
the minors, and he made a breakthrough in his comfort at the position just recently. 

“I feel good,” he said. “Of course there’s a lot of tweaking that’s been going on. Now I believe in the last 
three or four games at Salt Lake I found a routine before each pitch that gets me in the right position to 
make the best decision as quickly as I can.” 

Ward was able to enjoy a relatively stress-free big league debut thanks largely to another big night from 
Justin Upton, whose two-run homer put the Angels ahead 5-1 in the fifth. Upton’s fifth homer in his last 
seven games was one of three hits on the night. He is 13 for 29 (.448) in the last seven games. 

Starter Jaime Barría gave up one run in five innings, working around six hits and a walk. The Angels have 
won Barría’s last four starts. 

 

As Rene Rivera prepares to return to Angels, rookie catcher duo will be broken 
up 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — The time for the Angels to rely on a pair of rookie catchers is coming to an end. 

Veteran René Rivera, who has been out for three months after undergoing knee surgery, was back in the 
clubhouse on Tuesday and proclaimed himself ready to return. 

If Rivera is activated on Wednesday, either Francisco Arcia or José Briceño will be going down to Triple-A 
for a couple weeks before rosters expand in September. 

In the three weeks the two shared the catching duties, after the trade of Martín Maldonado, they 
combined to hit .368 with four homers and a 1.042 OPS. 

“They’ve done a great job,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “There are some growing pains you would 
expect with any catcher, especially coming in and trying to fill Martín’s shoes on the game plan and 
working with pitchers. They’ve made a quick study and they’re doing a good job with that.” 

There is no obvious choice when it comes down to which catcher should go down. Briceño has more big-
league experience, but Arcia is the left-handed hitter, which might make him a better complement to 
the right-handed hitting Rivera. 
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Rivera said he’s also been impressed with the way the rookies have handled themselves, but he’s ready 
to get back on the field. 

“I’m excited,” he said. “I want to play. I want to be back and be part of the team. I just want to play 
baseball.” 

Rivera was hitting .259 with an .804 OPS in just 54 at-bats before he got hurt. 

ROTATION UPDATE 

With two current holes in their rotation because of injuries to Tyler Skaggs and Nick Tropeano, the 
Angels acquired right-hander Odrisamer Despaigne from the Miami Marlins for cash considerations on 
Tuesday. 

Scioscia said Despaigne would join the major league team within the next few days and start. Despaigne, 
a 31-year-old Cuban, has pitched parts of the last five seasons in the majors, most notably when he had 
a 3.36 ERA as a starter for the Padres in 2014. Since then, he’s split his time between starting and relief. 

This season Despaigne has allowed 12 earned runs in 20-1/3 innings with the Marlins. In order to clear a 
40-man roster spot, the Angels designated pitcher Dayan Diaz for assignment. .. 

Tropeano still has not thrown a baseball since he went on the disabled list with a shoulder problem. 
Skaggs is likely miss at least a couple more weeks, because he apparently came back too soon from his 
groin injury last time. 

ALSO 

Shohei Ohtani (damaged ulnar collateral ligament) came through Monday’s bullpen session well, 
Scioscia said. He is scheduled for another, more intense, mound session on Wednesday, according to 
Scioscia. … 

The Angels have no further information about when they are expecting center fielder Mike Trout to 
return to the active roster. Trout (right wrist inflammation) is eligible to play on Thursday, but he’s 
currently away from the team dealing with a personal family matter, the Angels said. …. 

When Taylor Ward was packing after his promotion from Double-A to Triple-A in May, he cut his finger 
on his luggage and had to have the promotion delayed by about a week. When he got the call to the 
majors a couple days ago? “I made sure that nothing was clipped or anything like that,” Ward said. “That 
was such a freak thing. I will try to avoid that as much as I can.” 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Felix Peña, 1-3, 4.95) at Padres (LHP Robbie Erlin, 2-3, 3.36), Wednesday, 6 p.m., Fox Sports 
West, KLAA (830 AM) 
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                 FROM LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Aaron Cox, former Angels minor leaguer and brother-in-law of Mike Trout, dies 
at 24 

By Mike Digiovanna 

Aaron Cox, the 24-year-old brother-in-law of Angels star Mike Trout and until recently a pitching 
prospect in the team’s minor league system, died Wednesday morning, the Angels announced. A cause 
of death was not listed. 

“The Angels organization is saddened to hear of the passing of Aaron Cox, a member of the Angels 
family since 2015,” the team said in a statement. “We are deeply heartbroken and shocked by this tragic 
loss. Our heartfelt prayers and condolences to his family and friends. Aaron will always have a special 
place in the hearts of those within the organization.” 

Cox was the younger brother of Trout’s wife, Jessica Tara Cox. 

Trout, who is on the disabled list because of a right wrist injury, left the team earlier this week to be 
with his family in Millville, N.J. The two-time American League most valuable player and his wife 
released a statement about her brother’s passing Wednesday morning. 

“Early this morning our families lost a phenomenal human being,” the statement read. “Aaron Cox was a 
tremendous son, brother, and brother-in-law. He had a deep love for his family, and a passionate 
dedication and commitment to his friends. 

“As our families grieve together, we will also celebrate the memories, the laughter, and the love we 
each shared with Aaron in the short time we had him. He will forever be at the forefront in the hearts 
and minds of the Cox and Trout families.” 

Like Trout, Cox starred at Millville High. A 19th-round pick out of Division 2 Gannon (Pa.) University in 
2015, Cox went 7-3 with a 3.64 ERA in 68 games over three seasons for rookie-league Orem and Class-A 
Burlington and Inland Empire. 

But he did not pitch at all in 2017. The right-hander suffered an orbital fracture when he was hit in the 
eye by a line drive in spring training and was suspended for 50 games in late-July 2017 after testing 
positive for the banned stimulant methylphenidate, more commonly known as Ritalin. 

The drug is used to treat attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and narcolepsy. Players who 
test positive without applying for a therapeutic use exemption are subject to a suspension. 

Cox, 24, returned this season and spent the first two months at Inland Empire, compiling a 4.11 ERA in 
11 relief appearances. But he had not pitched since May 29, and last week he was placed on the 
voluntarily retired list. 
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There was no mention of retirement on Cox’s Twitter feed, but in his last tweet, dated last Friday, Cox 
posted an inspirational quote from Rachel Marie Martin, an author and single mother of seven: 

“Sometimes you have to let go of the picture of what you thought life would be like and learn to find joy 
in the story you are actually living.” 

Asked if he could discuss the cause of death, Tim Mead, the Angels’ vice president of communications, 
said, “That is not important right now. What is important is that every member of Aaron’s family and 
every one of his friends take time to digest this loss and grieve in their own way.” 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Ward's stellar debut, Upton's big night lift Halos 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- The Angels called up prospect Taylor Ward in the hope that he would provide a much-
needed offensive boost at third base. After making his MLB debut on Tuesday night, Ward delivered, 
going 2-for-3 with an RBI in the Angels' 7-3 win over the Padres at Petco Park. 

"It felt good," Ward said. "I was a little nervous early on, but around the third inning, I felt a lot better. I 
was able to slow the game down, and I was able to start breathing again." 

Ward put the Angels on the board with an RBI double in his first at-bat in the second inning, walked in 
the fourth and singled to right field in the sixth. Originally drafted as a catcher, Ward was tested only 
twice at third base, venturing into foul territory to snag a popup off the bat of Hunter Renfroe in the 
first inning and successfully fielding a grounder from Freddy Galvis in the sixth. 

"Fun to watch," manager Mike Scioscia said. "You have your normal butterflies any youngster would 
have, but he came up and he was really comfortable in the batter's box. He did a great job." 

A first-round pick of the Angels in 2015, Ward said he had about 10 family members and friends in the 
stands on Tuesday. He planned to give his first-hit ball to his father, Joe. 

Justin Upton gave the Angels more reason to celebrate, as he extended his hitting streak to seven 
games by going 3-for-5 with a two-run home run and three RBIs. 

"The way he's been swinging this week has given us a big lift," Scioscia said. "He's hitting the ball hard. 
He's had good at-bats. He's driving in runs and doing what he's capable of doing." 

Eric Young Jr. added two RBIs, as the Angels (61-60) climbed back over .500 with their second straight 
win over the Padres. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
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Rookie Jaime Barria picked up his eighth win of the season after giving up one run on six hits over five 
innings. He walked one and struck out seven in the 86-pitch effort. The 22-year-old right-hander is 3-0 
with a 2.49 ERA in his last four starts. 

"He battled," Scioscia said. "He was missing up a lot. He had a lot of counts that got away from him. His 
fastball command wasn't quite as crisp, but I think his ability to use his slider and changeup to get back 
into some counts helped a lot. He pitched a good five innings, but he had to work really hard to get 
there." 

The Angels opened the scoring in the second inning after Francisco Arcia and Kaleb Cowartdelivered 
back-to-back singles off Padres right-hander Brett Kennedy to bring up Ward with runners on first and 
second and no outs. Ward promptly stroked a double down the right-field line for his first MLB hit and 
first RBI. 

"Luckily enough, I took a good swing and got it down that line," Ward said. 

Young followed by plating Cowart from third on a run-scoring groundout. Padres second baseman Cory 
Spangenberg fielded the ball and had a play at the plate, but he bobbled the transfer and could only get 
the out at first base, allowing Cowart to slide in safely and extend the Angels' lead to 2-0. 

In the fourth, Ward drew a four-pitch walk off Kennedy and scored from first on Young's one-out triple 
to center field. 

Barria pitched around traffic to post three scoreless innings before surrendering a solo home run to 
Galvis that cut the deficit to 3-1 in the fourth. Still, the Angels padded their lead in the fifth after David 
Fletcher singled to set up Upton's 26th home run of the season, a 435-foot shot to center field that 
made it 5-1. 

The Padres pulled within two by scoring a pair of runs off Hansel Robles in the sixth, but the Angels 
regained some breathing room on Upton's RBI single in the seventh and Kole Calhoun's sacrifice fly in 
the ninth. 

SOUND SMART 
Upton has homered in five of his last seven games and is batting .448 (13-for-29) with 12 RBIs over that 
span. He is 8-for-18 against his former club since departing San Diego via free agency following the 2015 
season. 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Renfroe led off the eighth with a single off Jim Johnson, but he was erased from the basepaths after 
Spangenberg grounded into a 4-6-3 double play. The Padres thought Spangenberg might have narrowly 
beaten out shortstop Andrelton Simmons' throw to first base and challenged the call, but the ruling was 
confirmed following a replay review. 

UP NEXT 
Right-hander Felix Pena (1-3, 4.95 ERA) will take the mound on Wednesday as the Angels close out their 
three-game Interleague series against the Padres at 6:10 p.m. PT at Petco Park. He will be opposed by 
San Diego left-hander Robbie Erlin (2-3, 3.36 ERA). Pena is 1-1 with a 1.84 ERA in three road starts this 

http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/664028/brett-kennedy
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/570663/hansel-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/462382/jim-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
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season. He made his only appearance against the Padres as a reliever for the Cubs on Aug. 23, 2016, in 
which he gave up three runs over one-third of an inning. 

 

Angels, Trout mourn loss of Aaron Cox 

Former Minor League pitcher was brother-in-law of star player 

By Matt Kelly 

The Angels and star player Mike Trout shared their grief Wednesday in regards to the passing of Aaron 
Cox, Trout's brother-in-law and a former Minor League pitcher in the Angels' system. The cause of Cox's 
death has not been disclosed. 

Cox, a native of Vineland, N.J., retired from baseball last week on the day after his 24th birthday. A right-
hander, Cox pitched in parts of three seasons at the Rookie Level and Class A Advanced affiliates, going 
7-3 with a 3.64 ERA overall. The Angels drafted Cox in the 19th round of the 2015 Draft. 

"The Angels organization is saddened to hear of the passing of Aaron Cox, a member of the Angels 
family since 2015," the club shared in an official statement. "We are deeply heartbroken and shocked by 
this tragic loss. Our heartfelt prayers and condolences to his family and friends. Aaron will always have a 
special place in the hearts of those within the organization." 

Cox overcame several setbacks in 2017. He missed the start of the season when he was hit in the eye 
ball during Spring Training, and then served a 50-game suspension last summer after he tested positive 
for the banned stimulant methylphenidate -- more commonly known as Ritalin. The drug is used to treat 
ADHD and narcolepsy and can be covered by a Therapeutic Use Exemption, but players who test positive 
for the stimulant without previous approval are subject to a suspension. 

Trout, who is currently on the disabled list with a sore right wrist, had been away from the Angels for 
undisclosed reasons. He and his wife, Jessica, also released an official statement through the club to 
share their heartbreak at the loss of a loved one. 

"Early this morning, our families lost a phenomenal human being," said the Trouts. "Aaron Cox was a 
tremendous son, brother, and brother-in-law. He had a deep love for his family, and a passionate 
dedication and commitment to his friends. As our families grieve together, we will also celebrate the 
memories, the laughter, and the love we each shared with Aaron in the short time we had him. 

"He will forever be at the forefront in the hearts and minds of the Cox and Trout families. We will rely on 
the love and strength of God first and foremost during this difficult and challenging time, as well as our 
dear family and friends. We thank you for your thoughts and prayers, and our Lord and Savior for His 
precious gift of Aaron Joseph." 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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Shred Hate program gains 5 new MLB teams 

Angels, Dodgers, Phillies, Pirates, Rangers join initiative to end bullying 

By Deesha Thosar 

Five new Major League Baseball clubs will support the Shred Hate initiative -- an innovative program 
striving to end bullying in schools and communities by encouraging youth to choose kindness -- MLB, 
ESPN and X Games announced on Wednesday. 

The Angels, Dodgers, Phillies, Pirates and Rangers are the latest teams to join the Cubs, White Sox, Twins 
and Nationals as Shred Hate clubs in the effort to prevent bullying. Select schools in club markets will 
use the No Bully methodology that has remediated more than 90 percent of bullying incidents since 
Shred Hate's launch in January 2017. 

No Bully is a nonprofit that trains schools how to activate student compassion to eradicate bullying and 
cyberbullying. The organization will work directly through Shred Hate and local school districts in Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh and Dallas. This is in addition to existing Shred Hate schools in Chicago, 
Colorado, Minneapolis/St. Paul and Washington, D.C. 

In a study by the Centers for Disease Control and the U.S. Department of Education, nearly one in four 
students -- more than 10 million total students -- report being bullied each year in the United States. 
Thanks to the five MLB club additions to the Shred Hate program, nearly 60,000 students will be reached 
in the 2018-19 academic year. 

"Shred Hate has been an extraordinary opportunity for baseball to use our considerable platform and 
positively influence the lives of young people where our teams play," said MLB vice president and 
special assistant to the Commissioner Billy Bean. "The courageous stories shared by some of the 
students participating in the Shred Hate program, and who have been affected by this epidemic, inspire 
us to multiply our efforts. 

"We are incredibly thankful to our clubs who have stepped forward in support of this initiative as we 
continue to grow an inclusive and accepting culture throughout every level of our sport." 

Two new Shred Hate modules were developed to roll out this academic school year in an effort to 
impact afterschool and summer programs, as well as student athletes and coaches. Courtesy of the No 
Bully System in-school curriculum, 20- to 30-minute lessons are available to download here. In addition, 
student athletes will learn how to be upstanders and lead schools in their bullying prevention efforts 
with the help of multimedia platforms and public service announcements from MLB players. 

MLB will host a social-media driven Shred Hate activation at the Little League Classic presented by 
GEICO beginning on Thursday in Williamsport, Pa. The activation looks to raise awareness about bullying 
and the Shred Hate initiative among the thousands of kids and parents attending the event. Look for 
them at MLB's Play Ball Park at the Little League International complex during the tournament. 

"Shred Hate is stopping bullying at unprecedented rates," said ESPN vice president of corporate 
citizenship Kevin Martinez. "We're excited to expand on this success and bring the program into more 

https://www.mlb.com/mlb-community/shred-hate
https://www.mlb.com/forms/shred-hate
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schools, while raising awareness on this critical issue using the incredible reach and platforms of MLB, its 
clubs and X Games." 

 

Position change accelerates Ward's progress 

Angels' No. 8 prospect plays third, goes 2-for-3 in debut vs. Padres 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- Taylor Ward admitted that would often fall asleep thinking about this moment. His dream 
finally became a reality on Tuesday, when he received his first big league callup with the Angels. 

"It was a surprise," Ward said. "I'm very lucky to be here. Very excited. 

In his first big league at-bat in the second inning of the Angels' 7-3 win at Petco Park, Ward doubled and 
drove in a run to put the Angels up, 1-0, against the Padres. He went 2-for-3, walking in the fourth and 
singling to right field in the sixth. 

Ward, who is ranked the Angels' No. 8 prospect, according to MLB Pipeline, started at third base and 
batted seventh. Selected by the Angels as a catcher in the first round of the 2015 Draft, Ward 
transitioned to third at the beginning of the season, a switch that helped accelerate his path to the 
Majors. 

Infielder Jose Fernandez was optioned to Triple-A Salt Lake to clear a roster spot for Ward, and Chris 
Young (right hip surgery) was transferred to the 60-day disabled list to create a vacancy on the 40-man 
roster. 

After underwhelming in his first few years in the Minors, Ward has enjoyed a breakout season at the 
plate, hitting .349 with a .977 OPS, 14 home runs and 60 RBIs over 102 games between Double-A Mobile 
and Triple-A Salt Lake this season. 

"I did a lot of things in this offseason to really refine my swing and get into positions that I can easily 
repeat," the right-handed-hitting Ward said. "That's what I've done so far this year. I've worked very 
hard to get here, with my swing, as with third base. I'm feeling good offensively as well." 

The Angels believe the position change also helped Ward unlock his offensive potential, as he was no 
longer burdened by the responsibilities of catching. Ward said he was initially "very shocked" when the 
Angels approached him about moving to third base during Spring Training. 

"I feel good," Ward said. "Of course, there's a lot of tweaking that's been going on. In the past three or 
four games in Salt Lake, I found a routine before every pitch that will get me in the right position to 
make the best decision as quickly as I can. The last four days, I felt really good in Salt Lake with that. 
Right now, I'm feeling very confident." 

Ward, 24, said he is still working on getting consistent reads and on staying locked in on every pitch. 

https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/taylor-ward-justin-upton-lift-angels-to-win/c-290341660
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
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"That's something that has to come with experience," Ward said. "To be here right now with the little bit 
of experience that I have over there, it's pretty special. There's a few things, but I'm going to continue to 
work." 

Manager Mike Scioscia said Monday that Ward will get an opportunity to play regularly at third base. 
Angels third basemen have posted a .623 OPS this season, the second-lowest mark in the Majors behind 
the Mets (.604). 

Rivera inching closer to a return 

Rene Rivera was back in the Angels' clubhouse on Tuesday after catching back-to-back nine-inning 
games with Class A Advanced Inland Empire. Rivera has not played since May 16 due to right knee 
surgery. 

"I'm excited," Rivera said. "I want to play. I want to be back and be part of the team. I'm ready to do my 
best out there." 

Scioscia said Rivera will be evaluated by the club's medical staff before they decide when the 35-year-
old veteran will be activated off the disabled list. Rivera will give the Angels the experienced backstop 
they have been missing since starter Martin Maldonado was traded to the Astros on July 26. 
Rookies Jose Briceno and Francisco Arcia have been filling in behind the plate over the last three weeks. 

"I think they've done a great job, but there are certainly some growing pains you would expect with any 
young catcher, especially coming in and trying to fill Martin's shoes on the game plan and working with 
pitchers," Scioscia said. "But they've made a quick study of things, and I think they're doing a very good 
job of that." 

Worth noting 

• Shohei Ohtani is scheduled to throw another bullpen session Wednesday as he continues his rehab 
from the Grade 2 sprain of the ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow. Ohtani has already completed 
two light bullpen sessions and is expected to ramp up the intensity for his third session. 

• Scioscia said the Angels do not have any new information on when Mike Trout might rejoin the club. 
Trout is currently on the East Coast tending to a personal family matter, and the Angels are unsure if 
he'll be available to come off the disabled list when he's eligible on Thursday. Trout has not played since 
Aug. 1 due to right wrist inflammation. 

• Albert Pujols received a routine day off Tuesday. Kaleb Cowart started at first base. 

• The Angels are expecting to rely entirely on their bullpen Thursday and Friday in Texas to fill the voids 
in their rotation left by the injuries to starters Nick Tropeano and Tyler Skaggs. 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
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Best August trade in each team's history* 

While the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline rightfully garners the lion's share of attention when it 
comes to each year's trade season, there have been numerous deals struck during the month of August 
that have been impactful down the stretch and in subsequent years. Here's a look at the best August 
trade each team has ever made: 

ANGELS 
Acquired: LF Justin Upton from DET 
Gave up: RHP Grayson Long and a player to be named or cash 
Date: Aug. 31, 2017 
The Angels acquired Upton in the midst of their playoff push last season, giving the club a middle-of-the-
order bat to slot behind Mike Trout in their lineup. While the Angels ultimately fell short in the 
American League Wild Card race, Upton posted an .887 OPS with seven home runs in 27 games before 
deciding to re-sign with the club on a five-year, $106 million deal during the offseason.  

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

Angels acquire RHP Despaigne from Marlins 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- Starved for pitching depth, the Angels acquired right-hander Odrisamer Despaignefrom 
the Marlins on Tuesday night in exchange for cash considerations. Right-hander Dayan Diaz was 
designated for assignment to clear a spot for Despaigne on the 40-man roster. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said Despaigne will be used as a starter and help fill the holes in the rotation that 
were created by the injuries to Nick Tropeano and Tyler Skaggs. Despaigne is expected to join the 
Angels in the next couple days and is an option to start Thursday or Friday at Texas. 

"He's definitely going to help us in our rotation," Scioscia said. "We're trying to patchwork a lot of stuff 
and adapt to what we have to do on the pitching side. He'll help us do that." 

Despaigne, 31, logged a 5.31 ERA over 20 1/3 innings in 11 appearances for the Marlins this season. He 
opened the season in Miami's rotation but made only one start before being moved to the bullpen. 
Despaigne spent a month on the disabled list with a right forearm strain earlier this season and has not 
pitched in the Majors since May 31. 

Despaigne was optioned to Triple-A New Orleans on June 7 and posted a 4.36 ERA with 40 strikeouts 
over 43 1/3 innings in 13 games, including four starts. A native of La Habana, Cuba, Despaigne played for 
the Havana Industriales of the Serie Nacional for eight seasons before defecting and signing a Minor 
League deal with the Padres on May 2, 2014. He has a 4.76 ERA in 98 career Major League games with 
the Padres, Orioles and Marlins. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/621047/grayson-long
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/628333/odrisamer-despaigne
http://m.mlb.com/player/500765/dayan-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
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         FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Upton homers, drives in 3 to lift Angels past Padres 7-3 

By Tim Liotta 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Taylor Ward acted like it was his first day in the majors everywhere but in the 
batter’s box. 

Ward went with a pitch and hit an opposite-field RBI double in his first major league at-bat, and had two 
hits and reached safely three times as the Los Angeles Angels beat the San Diego Padres 7-3 on Tuesday 
night. 

“I’m not trying to hit the ball over there, but if they give it to me over there I’ll hit it there,” said Ward, 
who became the 13th player to debut in the majors for the Angels this year. 

“He had the normal butterflies that any youngster would have, when he came up, and looked really 
comfortable in the batter’s box,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “He did a great job.” 

After the game, Ward reverted to the kid on his first night in the majors, clutching a baseball as he 
answered questions. When asked if it was the ball he connected with for his first hit, Ward said, “It sure 
is. I’m about to give it to my dad in about three minutes.” 

Justin Upton had three hits, including a home run for the second straight night, and drove in three runs 
for the Angels, who’ve taken two in a row from the Padres. 

“I had a lot of fun when I played here, and always enjoyed the ballpark,” said Upton, who spent 2015 in 
a Padres uniform. “It’s fun place to play. I’ve had some stretches where I’ve been seeing the ball well 
this year. I just feel like right now I’m getting a few more pitches to hit.” 

Like the 1-1 pitch from Brett Kennedy that Upton crushed 435 feet into the left-center field bleachers for 
his 26th homer of the season to make it 5-1 in the fifth inning. 

“He was locating his fastball really well, but he just made a mistake,” Upton said of Kennedy. 

Upton, who capped the Angels’ 10-inning win Monday night with a two-run homer, added an RBI single 
in the seventh. 

“The way he has been swinging it this week, he’s given us a big lift,” Scioscia said. “He’s htting the ball 
hard, getting good at-bats, driving in runs, doing things he’s capable of doing.” 

Freddy Galvis hit his third home run in three games for the Padres, a solo shot with one out in the 
fourth. It’s the first time in his career that Galvis has homered in three consecutive games. 

Eric Young Jr. tripled and had two RBIs for Los Angeles. Young’s triple came in the fourth when his liner 
to right-center field scooted past San Diego right fielder Travis Jankowski all the way to the wall, scoring 
Ward from first base. 
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Jaime Barria (8-7) held the Padres to one run and six hits in five innings, striking out seven while walking 
one, for his third victory in four starts after losing six in a row. 

“He battled. He was missing up a lot and a lot of counts got away from him,” Scioscia said. “He pitched a 
good five innings, but he had to work hard to get there.” 

Kennedy (0-2) gave up five runs and nine hits over five innings in his second major league start. He lost 
his debut on Aug. 8 after becoming the first pitcher in the modern era (after 1900) to give up three 
consecutive home runs in the first inning of his debut. 

“He has to have better command up here,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “The consistency that they 
hit that middle fastball is a little different than at Triple-A.” 

CALLED UP 

Ward, the 26th overall pick in the 2015 draft, was called up Monday night after posting a .349 average 
with 14 homers and 60 RBIs over 102 games split between Double-A Mobile and Triple-A Salt Lake. 

“He didn’t get too many at-bats on the major league side in spring training, but looking at him on the 
minor league side you could see he had the potential to do what he’s doing this year,” Scioscia said. 

TESTED AGAIN 

After recording eight assists and a putout in his debut at third base Monday night, Wil Myers made a 
fine play at the position in the second inning, barehanding a slow roller and throwing out Andrelton 
Simmons at first. 

PADRE POSITIVES 

Manuel Margot’s single with one out in the second snapped a 0-for-16 slump. Travis Jankowski stole his 
20th base of the season. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: Shohei Ohtani came out of Monday night’s 33-pitch bullpen session in “good” shape, Scioscia 
said. Ohtani is expected to throw a bullpen session Wednesday, increasing the intensity and number of 
his pitches. ... 1B Albert Pujols got the night off. 

Padres: C Austin Hedges got the night off after starting 11 of the previous 13 games. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: RHP Felix Pena (1-3, 4.95 ERA) makes his 10th start of the season for the Angels in the series 
finale. In his three road starts, Pena is 1-1 with a 1.84 ERA. 

Padres: LHP Robbie Erlin (2-3, 3.36) is set to face the Angels for the first time. Erlin has made four starts 
and 27 relief appearances this year. 
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                 FROM ESPN.COM       

Aaron Cox, who was Mike Trout's brother-in-law, dies at age 24 

Former Los Angeles Angels minor league pitcher Aaron Cox, who is the brother-in-law of star Angels 
outfielder Mike Trout, died on Wednesday, his family announced. 

A cause of death was not given. 

"Early this morning our families lost a phenomenal human being. Aaron Cox was a tremendous son, 
brother, and brother-in-law. He had a deep love for his family, and a passionate dedication and 
commitment to his friends. As our families grieve together, we will also celebrate the memories, the 
laughter, and the love we each shared with Aaron in the short time we had him," Trout, his wife Jessica 
and their families said in a statement. 

"He will forever be at the forefront in the hearts and minds of the Cox and Trout families. We will rely on 
the love and strength of God first and foremost during this difficult and challenging time, as well as our 
dear family and friends. We thank you for your thoughts and prayers, and our Lord and Savior for His 
precious gift of Aaron Joseph." 

Cox was Jessica Trout's brother. 

The 24-year-old right-handed reliever had pitched the past three seasons in the Angels' system. He 
made 11 appearances for the Angels' High A team at Inland Empire this season, going 0-1 with a 4.11 
ERA, but retired from baseball on Aug. 6. He had a career record of 7-3 with a 3.64 ERA in 68 
appearances. 

"The Angels Organization is saddened to hear of the passing of Aaron Cox, a member of the Angels 
family since 2015. We are deeply heartbroken and shocked by this tragic loss. Our heartfelt prayers and 
condolences to his family and friends. Aaron will always have a special place in the hearts of those 
within the organization," the team said in a statement. 

Cox was suspended 50 games last season for testing positive for Ritalin, which is a banned stimulant in 
Major League Baseball. Players can take the drug only if they receive a therapeutic use exemption. 

The Angels had announced earlier this week that Trout was away from the club for a family matter and 
might not be available Thursday, when he is scheduled to come off the disabled list. 

Trout was put on the 10-day disabled list on Friday because of an inflamed right wrist, a move that was 
retroactive to Aug. 6, when Trout received a cortisone injection in his wrist. Trout hasn't played since 
Aug. 1, when he hurt his wrist during a feet-first slide into third base in Tampa Bay. 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
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      FROM NBC SPORTS        

Former minor leaguer Aaron Cox, brother-in-law of Mike Trout, dies at 24 

 By Craig Calcaterra 

Aaron Cox, until recently a minor leaguer in the Angels’ system, and the brother-in-law of Angels 
star Mike Trout, has died at the age of 24. The circumstances of Cox’s death are not known. Trout, who 
was married to Cox’s sister, Jessica, has left the Angels to be with his family and will likely miss the next 
couple of games. 

Cox, like Trout, was a star at Millville High School in New Jersey. He was a few years behind Trout and 
went on to play at Division II Gannon University, where he pitched a no-hitter. He was drafted by the 
Angels in the 19th round of the 2015 draft and pitched for three seasons as a reliever in the lower rungs 
of the Angels system. This season he pitched 11 games for high-A Inland Empire but had recently retired. 
He had missed the entire 2017 season after being hit in the eye by a line drive during spring training and 
then getting a 50-game suspension for unauthorized use of a stimulant. 

The Angels just released a statement from the Trout and Cox families: 

Early this morning our families lost a phenomenal human being. Aaron Cox was a tremendous son, 
brother, and brother-in-law. He had a deep love for his family and a passionate dedication and 
commitment to his friends. As our families grieve together, we will also celebrate the memories, the 
laughter, and the love we each shared with Aaron in the short time we had him. He will forever be at 
the forefront in the hearts and minds of the Cox and Trout families. We will rely on the love and 
strength of God first and foremost during this difficult and channeling time, as well as our dear family 
and friends. We thank you for your thoughts and prayers, and our Lord and Savior for His precious gift 
of Aaron Joseph. 

 

Angels acquire Odrisamer Despaigne from Marlins 

By Bill Baer 

The Angels announced on Tuesday night that the club acquired pitcher Odrisamer Despaigne from the 
Marlins for cash considerations. Pitcher Dayan Diaz was designated for assignment to make room on the 
40-man roster for Despaigne. 

Despaigne, 31, posted a lackluster 5.31 ERA with 18 strikeouts and eight walks in 20 1/3 innings for the 
Marlins before being optioned to Triple-A New Orleans in early June. Despaigne has even struggled at 
Triple-A compiling a 4.47 ERA with a 41/13 K/BB ratio in 44 1/3 innings. 

Despaigne has spent about equal time starting and relieving in his major league career, so he could 
operate as a swingman for the Angels. Otherwise, he’ll serve as pitching depth. 

 

http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/5983/mike-trout
https://twitter.com/Angels/status/1029566027900715008
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            FROM MLB TRADE RUMORS      

Angels Acquire Odrisamer Despaigne, Designate Dayan Diaz 

 By Jeff Todd 

The Angels have acquired righty Odrisamer Despaigne from the Marlins, Maria Guardado of MLB.com 
reports on Twitter. Cash considerations are headed to Miami in return. 

To open a roster spot, the Halos designated fellow right-hander Dayan Diaz for assignment. With the 
move, the Marlins now have an open 40-man slot to work with. 

Needless to say, this isn’t the sort of mid-summer trade acquisition the Angels envisioned making at the 
start of the season. Despaigne has mostly functioned as a gap-filling swingman since he reached the 
majors, so he isn’t the sort of pitcher who’d be targeted by a contender. Sitting 11.5 games out of 
postseason position, the Angels simply aren’t one. The move seems designed merely to relax the burden 
on the club’s injury-riddled pitching staff. 

Despaigne has spent a bit of time working as a MLB long reliever this year, but has thrown more at 
Triple-A. Over 43 1/3 innings at the highest level of the minors, he hasn’t allowed a single home run but 
carries a 4.36 ERA with 8.3 K/9 and 2.5 BB/9. In his 331 major-league frames over the past five years, 
Despaigne has a 4.76 ERA, though estimators suggest he has been a bit better than that (4.30 FIP; 4.61 
xFIP; 4.19 SIERA). 

As for Diaz, who was claimed off waivers last fall from the Astros, he opened the year on the restricted 
list owing to visa troubles and really never got going. Though the 29-year-old reliever briefly reached the 
majors in 2016 and 2017, he has only made seven appearances at the High-A level this year. 

 

        FROM THE SPORTING NEWS      

Shohei Ohtani injury update: Angels star edges closer to pitching again 

 By Kirstie Chiappelli 

Shohei Ohtani his one step closer to getting back on the mound. 

The Angels star threw 33 pitches in a bullpen session Monday that he estimated was at about 70 percent 
velocity and included three curveballs and three sliders. 

He previously threw 23 pitches in his first session off the mound Saturday. 

"What was important is I was able to get through the bullpen today and I was able to throw," Ohtani 
said through his interpreter, via MLB.com. "Everything went pretty well, just as I expected. It was a step 
forward, and that's a good sign." 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/despaod01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://twitter.com/mi_guardado/status/1029564953307410434
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/diazda01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://www.sportingnews.com/au/mlb/news/angels-shohei-ohtani-injury-update-closer-to-pitching-video-stats-mlb-news/19xx6zn91ypxo1echwhajt2fhe
https://www.mlb.com/news/shohei-ohtani-throws-bullpen-without-incident/c-290219156
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Ohtani, who hasn't pitched since June 6 because of a sprained ligament in his throwing elbow, has still 
appeared regularly in the Angels lineup. The 24-year-old is hitting .271 with 12 home runs and 34 RBIs in 
207 at-bats this season. 

 

                 FROM THE DESERT SUN      

Shadow Hills' Taylor Ward makes desert history with stellar performance for 
Angels in MLB debut 

By Shad Powers 

One game in and he already looks like he belongs.  

Shadow Hills product Taylor Ward made his Major League debut Tuesday night for the Los Angeles 
Angels and in his first big league at-bat he laced an RBI double down the right-field line.  

But he was just getting started. He showed his good eye by taking a four-pitch walk in his second at-bat. 
He would come around to score on a triple by Eric Young. In his third-bat he hit a single the opposite 
way and in his fourth at-bat he flew out to right.  

Add it all up and it was a 2-for-3 night with a single, double, walk, RBI and run scored, and he helped the 
Angels earn a 7-3 win. 

I guess this Major League Baseball thing is pretty easy. 

Ward looked comfortable at the plate all night, showing great discipline. All three balls he put in play 
went to the opposite field, and he never swung at a ball outside the strike zone. 

When Ward stepped to the plate in the top of the second wearing No. 3, he made some desert history. 
He became just the fourth player from a desert high school to play in the major leagues, joining Anthony 
Claggett and Tony Perezchica of Palm Springs and Chris Clapinski of Palm Desert.  

That first at-bat double continued an unusual trend for the Angels. Ward became the fifth Angel this 
year to get an extra-base hit in their Major League debut. Francisco Arcia, David Fletcher, Jose Briceno 
and Michael Hermosillo also accomplished the feat. 

The television broadcast showed Taylor’s mother Samantha standing and cheering during his first at-bat 
double. His father Joe, who had moved down close to take video of the first at-bat, was spotted by the 
broadcast crew in the fourth inning. They want and talked to him about his son’s big night.   

Who was more nervous Taylor or his father? 

“I think before the game, it was me,” Joe said with a laugh. “Now you get that first one out of the way 
and I think we’re all a lot more calm.” 
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Ward's first Major League at-bat came against Brett Kennedy, the starting pitcher for the San Diego 
Padres. Kennedy is also new to the majors, making his MLB debut Aug. 8. In fact, on July 5, Ward and the 
Bees lost 3-2 to Kennedy, who was then pitching for the El Paso Chihuahuas. However, Ward did go 3 for 
4 in the game. 

Ward, who graduated from Shadow Hills in 2012 and was drafted in the first round by the Angels in 
2015 after playing at Fresno State, was called up from the Triple-A Salt Lake Bees on Monday. He was 
officially activated Tuesday. He was hitting a robust .348 when he was called up. 

 

Mike Scioscia brought sense of calm as Los Angeles Angels manager 

By Pete Donovan 

I like Mike… 

Of course everyone likes Mike.  Mike as in Mike Scioscia.  Although a lot of us like Mike Trout, too.  And 
Michael Jordan and Michael Phelps and Mike Schmidt. 

But it is Mike Scioscia who is in the news these days.  Are his days – and 19 years – really numbered in 
Anaheim?  Has he filled out his last Angel lineup, made the last walk to the mound, bantered with the 
media before the game for the last time in an Angel uniform? 
      The rumors have been flying lately and from many a reliable source like Ken Rosenthal.  Let’s face it, 
the time does seem right.  His 10-year, $50-million contract is up and the team is down.  The Angels 
have not been to the playoffs in four years.  Yes, he was at the helm in 2002 when the team won its only 
world championship, but, hey, that was a long time ago.  And you know what they say: “What have you 
done for me lately?” 

The Angels have been sputtering along for those past few seasons.  Sure, injuries have been the major 
culprit – especially to the pitching staff. (The joke is that Chuck Finley, who retired 11 years ago, hurt his 
arm mowing his lawn and is on the disabled list). Well, it’s no joke that there are eight Angels pitchers 
on the 60-day DL. 

Scioscia’s critics say he’s not animated enough, isn’t verbally engaged enough in the dugout.  No 
tantrums, no yelling. His facial expressions rarely change – except for that “What” gaze he gives the 
home plate umpire when a call goes against his team. 

But I like Mike… 

The players like Mike, the media likes Mike, the fans like Mike and, yes, the ownership likes 
Mike.  Nineteen years managing the same club in this day and age is like a pair of Hollywood stars 
celebrating an anniversary more than eight months. 

Mike Scioscia is accommodating, level-headed, even keeled, calm and a walking encyclopedia of 
baseball. 
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If the rumors are true and Mike is kicked upstairs or let go, will the new skipper bring band-aids and 
slings for the pitching staff.  Can the new manager inject some of the Fountain of Youth in the aging 
Albert Pujols?  

Scioscia will be 60 in November, which hardly makes him a relic (Alabama football coach Nick Saban just 
signed a contract extension and he’s 67). Scioscia likes managing, he likes the rapport with the players, 
the pre-game warm-ups, the in-game strategy.  He may be done in Anaheim, but he’s not done. 

Replacements?  Brad Ausmus, currently in the Angel front office, is mentioned.  We floated the idea of 
the popular and baseball-wise announcer Jose Mota.  How about currently unemployed Joe Girardi? The 
former Yankee skipper had six playoff teams in New York, but his contract was not renewed after last 
season. 

The promotion of former Shadow Hills High product Taylor Ward from Salt Lake City to the Angels is 
more about 2019 than 2018.  Should Ward, who hit .352 in Triple A Salt Lake, prove capable of being the 
Halos’ regular third baseman, it would make Zack Cozart, the starting third baseman until a season-
ending injury, available in an off-season trade for pitching.  Cozart was an All-Star shortstop in Cincinnati 
before the Angels signed him as a free agent. 


