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• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Pedro Strop to miss rest of regular season — at least — with hammy 

strain 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-pedro-stop-hamstring-brandon-morrow-postseason/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cole Hamels, Jorge De La Rosa give Cubs a boost; Ian Happ takes victory lap 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-cole-hamels-ian-happ-pedro-strop-jorge-de-la-rosa/ 

 
• Daily Herald, Happ homers, Cubs eke out 3-2 win over Reds 

https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180914/happ-homers-cubs-eke-out-3-2-win-over-reds 
 

• Daily Herald, Cubs closer Strop out for rest of regular season 
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180914/cubs-closer-strop-out-for-rest-of-regular-season 
 

• The Athletic, Without Pedro Strop, it’s truly #EverybodyIn for Cubs’ ragtag relievers 
https://theathletic.com/526090/2018/09/15/without-pedro-strop-its-truly-everybodyin-for-cubs-
ragtag-relievers/ 
 

• Cubs.com, De La Rosa, Happ save the day, lead still 1 1/2 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/jorge-de-la-rosa-earns-first-career-save/c-294617390 
 

• Cubs.com, Strop (hamstring) out for regular season 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/pedro-strop-out-for-regular-season/c-294617018 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs win thanks to unlikely bullpen 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-win-thanks-unlikely-bullpen 

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Pedro Strop out for the rest of the regular season, rest of bullpen ready 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/pedro-strop-out-rest-regular-season-rest-bullpen-ready 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, 'Stropy wouldn't expect anything less from us': Who steps up in the bullpen 
now? 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/stropy-wouldnt-expect-anything-less-us-who-steps-
bullpen-now 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Ian Happ's 3-run blast all the Cubs need in 3-2 victory over Reds 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-reds-20180914-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Column: Cubs need an unlikely leader to emerge from their battered bullpen 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-joe-maddon-closers-haugh-
20180914-story.html 
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• Chicago Tribune, 7 candidates to replace Pedro Strop as Cubs closer 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-closer-candidates-20180914-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Column: Cubs know they won't get any sympathy for a 30-day work stretch 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-30-day-stretch-sullivan-
20180914-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs closer Pedro Strop out for rest of the regular season with moderate left 
hamstring strain 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-pedro-strop-injury-20180914-
story.html 
 

-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Pedro Strop to miss rest of regular season — at least — with hammy strain 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
Have we seen Pedro Strop throw his last pitch of the season? 
 
It’s as big a question as any facing the Cubs, who announced Friday that the reliever won’t take the 
mound again until — best-case scenario — sometime in the playoffs. 
 
Have we seen Strop’s last pitch as a Cub? 
 
That, too, is a possibility. The right-hander — with the team since the 2013 trade that brought Jake 
Arrieta from Baltimore — has a $6.25 million club option for 2019. It’s a hefty price tag the front office 
will consider as it weighs other pitching needs created by Yu Darvish’s injury and an apparent free-agent 
whiff on Tyler Chatwood. The Cubs can buy out the 33-year-old Strop’s contract for $500,000. 
 
An MRI revealed a strain in Strop’s left hamstring, hurt Thursday as he ran to first base on a double-play 
grounder in the 10th inning of a 4-3 victory over the Nationals. Strop was 11-for-13 in save chances since 
regular closer Brandon Morrow went on the disabled list July 18 and is 6-1 with a 2.26 ERA in 60 
appearances overall. 
 
“It’s just unfortunate,” manager Joe Maddon said. “He’s been so big for us. To be without him for the 
next couple of weeks is going to be difficult, there’s no question.” 
 
Maddon addressed criticism that came with his decision to bat Strop — who’d already thrown 21 
pitches over 1 2/3 innings — with the bases loaded and one out in a one-run game. Tommy La Stella, 
who leads the majors with 23 pinch hits and 11 pinch RBI, was available. 
 
“I think the vitriol, really, is comprised of the fact that Stropy got hurt, more than anything,” he said. 
“For me, that’s what it is. I mean, listen, I feel bad. When I had to jog out toward first base and knew he 
was hurt, that was a pretty bad feeling for me personally. But the last thing I [expected] there was 
injury. That was the last thing I was really trying to contemplate.” 
 
When a Wrigley Field video board displayed a graphic Friday boasting of the Cubs’ National League-best 
3.35 bullpen ERA, many in attendance must’ve wondered if the relief corps will be anywhere near that 
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successful from here on out. As for closing games, Maddon can be expected to pull levers based on 
matchups. 
 
“I feel like Morrow went down and Strop came up and did what he had to do,” struggling right-hander 
Carl Edwards Jr. said. “And now Strop is down, and it’s time for someone else to do the same and just 
keep the train going. We still have arms capable of closing out games.” 
 
Right-hander Jesse Chavez called Strop an “amazing person” whose personality affects the team 
dynamic as much as his pitching does. What impressed Chavez most about Strop’s work in the closer’s 
role was that he didn’t do anything differently than before. 
 
“Just like Stropy, we just need to keep our heads on the task at hand, know what we’ve got to do for 
each hitter and know we can’t get ourselves in a bind when the situation comes,” Chavez said. “We’ve 
just got to fill the void like he did.” 
 
Morrow, scheduled to throw a simulated game Saturday and hoping to be activated in time to help hold 
off the Brewers in the division race, was at his home in Chicago when he saw Strop grab his leg in 
Washington. 
 
“It sucks,” he said. “He’s been one of the most consistent relievers in Cubs history, I think. It puts it on 
everybody to step up. We’ve got one more hole to fill.” 
 
The front office could look for a bullpen arm via a waiver move, but first baseman Anthony Rizzo 
contends the answers are right under the team’s collective nose. 
 
“Are we just going to punt? Send special teams out and punt?” he said. “We’re playing for another ring, 
another championship, and everyone’s on board with it. 
 
“Guys get hurt. That’s what happens, and you deal with it. Hopefully, we can weather the storm. I 
believe we have guys who can step up and get outs in big situations.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cole Hamels, Jorge De La Rosa give Cubs a boost; Ian Happ takes victory lap 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
The Cubs desperately needed an innings-eating outing from their starting pitcher. Cole Hamels gave it to 
them, going 6 2/3 with a pair of solo home runs surrendered — and a few jams wriggled out of — in a 3-
2 victory over the Reds that helped the team maintain its 1½-game division lead over the Brewers. 
 
“They’re going to win their games,” Hamels said. “We just have to take care of ourselves and really 
worry about the scoreboard that we have.” 
 
Some real, live hitting would go a long way for a struggling offensive team, too. After six innings of here-
we-go-again zeroes against Reds starter Matt Harvey, center fielder Ian Happ hit one a long way — a 
three-run blast in the seventh off reliever David Hernandez. 
 
It broke an 0-for-15 slump for Happ and was his first homer in his home park since July 19. It also gave 
him 10 homers against the Reds since his major league debut on May 13, 2017, the most of any player in 
that span. 



 
 
“That was pretty great,” he said. “Been a while since I’ve had one of those. Been a while since I’ve had a 
hit.” 
 
Of course, the game just had to come down to the Cubs bullpen, didn’t it? That was the case in a series 
opener between the teams that just so happened to be only the second Friday-night game in Wrigley 
Field history. 
 
On the same day it was announced that Pedro Strop would miss the rest of the regular season due to a 
strained left hamstring, a procession of non-go-to-guys saved the day. 
 
Officially, Jorge De La Rosa got the save — his first as a Cub and his first as a major leaguer. It was the 
37-year-old left-hander’s 426th appearance, 241 of which came as a starter. But it never would’ve 
happened without a key out recorded by Dillon Maples and an enormously clutch eighth inning by 
recent acquisition Jaime Garcia. 
 
All Garcia did was retire Joey Votto, Eugenio Suarez and Scooter Gennett in order. For those of you 
scoring at home, that’s one of the great hitters in Reds history, followed by this season’s 101-RBI man, 
followed by the leading hitter in the National League. 
 
De La Rosa allowed two men to reach in the ninth, but a one-out strikeout of Tucker Barnhart eased the 
pressure and Scott Schebler’s fly-out ended the game. 
 
“First big-league save — wow,” manager Joe Maddon said. “Good for him.” 
 
Clothes make the man 
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo had some explaining to do after he flew in uniform to and from 
Washington for Thursday’s uncomfortably wedged-in makeup game against the Nationals. 
 
“We come off a tough loss, you can hang your head or you can have fun with what we have to do,” he 
said. “We can go there and pout, or we go into DC and you can have fun with it.” 
 
Rizzo recalled going from his First Communion to the baseball field as a child and playing in his slacks. 
Speaking of attire, he had company on the trip back to Chicago — infielder Javy Baez also wore his 
uniform. 
 
“Yeah, Javy’s always ready to play, too,” Rizzo said. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Happ homers, Cubs eke out 3-2 win over Reds 
By Matt Martell 
 
Ian Happ was hitless in his last 15 at-bats when he stepped to the plate in the seventh inning with the 
Cubs down by 2 runs. 
 
With runners on the corners and one out, Happ unleashed on a thigh-high fastball and ripped it over the 
left-center field fence for a go-ahead 3-run homer in the Cubs' 3-2 win over the Reds on Friday at 
Wrigley Field. 



 
 
"It's been a while since I've had one of those," Happ said of the home run. "It's been a while since I've 
had a hit. To get a hit in that situation, coming off what we've had to do in the last couple weeks and 
give us a chance to win a ballgame, that was great." 
 
Cole Hamels had another strong start for the Cubs, going 6 ⅔ innings and allowing 2 runs. The Cubs had 
won each of the veteran left-hander's first six starts with them before dropping both of his last two. 
 
Offensive struggles have plagued the Cubs recently as they continue to trudge through a stretch of 30 
straight scheduled game days, and no run support was the culprit in Hamels' previous two starts. When 
he departed in the top of seventh, it looked as if Friday's contest would unfold in a similar fashion. 
 
Catcher Victor Caratini led off the seventh with a sharp single to right, and the Cubs caught a break 
when David Bote's double-play ball took a rough hop and bounced off Eugenio Suarez's chest. Tommy La 
Stella's pinch-hit fielder's choice set up the Happ home run. 
 
"He's been battling man," manager Joe Maddon said of Happ. "By no means does he ever quit of give 
up. He's just been frustrated, like a lot of us have. That obviously is a big moment for him and for us. 
 
"The thing I've known about Ian in the past is when he starts clicking, then it continues." 
 
Maddon said the Cubs would be using a closer-by-committee after losing Pedro Strop for the rest of the 
regular season with a moderate left hamstring strain. 
 
It was Jorge De La Rosa's job on Friday. The left-hander worked around a one-out double from catcher 
Curt Casali and a two-out walk to Billy Hamilton before earning the first save of his 15-year career. 
 
"The walk to Hamilton made it a little bit interesting, but man (De La Rosa) had great composure out 
there," Maddon said. "First big league save. Wow, good for him." 
 
Already without Strop and Brandon Morrow due to injuries, the Cubs bullpen was additionally short-
staffed with all the consecutive games. Expanded rosters in September help, but the usual suspects of 
Steve Cishek, Carl Edwards Jr. and Jesse Chavez were all unavailable to pitch Friday. 
 
Instead, it was rookie right-hander Dillon Maples who relieved Hamels with two outs in the seventh. The 
idea was to use Maples and his sorcerous slider as a "jab" against the right-handed Jose Peraza, who had 
already homered in the game. Four sliders later, the Cubs were out of the inning. 
 
Recently-acquired Jaime Garcia pitched a scoreless eighth to hold the 1-run lead before De La Rosa 
finished it in the ninth. 
 
After cruising through the first three innings, Hamels left an inside fastball up a little to Peraza for a 
leadoff home run. Next was Joey Votto, who connected for an opposite-field homer. 
 
Hamels had allowed 1 home run in his first eight starts as a Cub -- and none in his first seven -- before 
serving one up to two straight batters. 
 
A walk and a single with an error gave the Reds runners on second and third with nobody out before 
Hamels got some help. 
 



 
Phillip Ervin struck out looking for the first out on a 3-2 fastball, which replays showed was off the plate 
inside. 
 
Javier Baez snagged a grounder from Curt Casali and fired home to retire Eugenio Suarez at the plate, 
thanks to a sweep tag from Victor Caratini. Hamels then struck out Matt Harvey to escape further 
trouble. 
 
"Just the way that the play transpired," Hamels said. "That was Javy being himself. He's just a 
tremendous defender. 
 
"To make that play, you really have to look at Caratini for catching that and obviously making the tag 
because that's even tough on him." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs closer Strop out for rest of regular season 
By Matt Martell 
 
The Cubs left for Washington, D.C. Wednesday night while it was under a state of emergency due to 
Hurricane Florence. They departed the capital Thursday facing a crisis of their own. De facto closer 
Pedro Strop -- filling in for the injured Brandon Morrow -- suffered a moderate left hamstring strain 
trying to beat out a double play ball in the 10th inning of the Cubs' 4-3 win over the Nationals. 
 
Strop will miss the remainder of the regular season, the Cubs said Friday, leaving them without their two 
most reliable back-end relievers as they try to secure their third straight National League Central title. 
 
"The worst part about yesterday is that Stropy got hurt," manager Joe Maddon said Friday before the 
Cubs' series opener against the Reds at Wrigley Field. "He's been so big for us right now. To be without 
him for the next couple of weeks is going to be difficult, no question." 
 
Fortunately, perhaps, the Cubs do have a two other relievers with prior experience -- right-hander Steve 
Cishek and lefty Justin Wilson. 
 
Additionally, Morrow is expected to be back on the mound for the Cubs by the end of next week, though 
he probably won't be ready to handle a closer's usual workload upon his return from the disabled list. 
He is scheduled to pitch a simulated game on Saturday. 
 
Still, a veteran reliever like Morrow, who has been as good as any this season when healthy, could only 
help the Cubs in their remaining 15 regular season games. 
 
"We have arms," reliever Carl Edwards Jr. said. "Morrow went down, Strop stepped up. Now Strop went 
down, it's time for somebody else to step up. That's just how the game goes." 
 
The Cubs don't plan on using one specific closer in Strop's absence. Instead, Maddon said they will rely 
on favorable matchups, and if one pitch er emerges as the best option to close games, then that's who 
will do the job. 
 
It's similar to what they did with Strop when Morrow went down. Strop was never actually named the 
new Cubs closer, but he did so well in the role that Maddon just kept putting him out there. 
 



 
Strop is 6-1 with a 2.26 ERA and 13 saves in 59⅔ innings this season. 
 
Schwarber close to return: 
 
Kyle Schwarber, who has been out with a back injury for a week, went through outfield drills before 
Friday's game. 
 
Maddon said the left fielder is doing a lot better and is close to getting back in the lineup. 
 
"He's still not 100 percent comfortable fielding grounded balls yet," Maddon said. "But overall, (he's) 
feeling a lot better." 
 
Update on Heyward: 
Jason Heyward ran the bases and also went through outfield drills on Friday. 
 
Maddon said Heyward is feeling "pretty good about himself right now" and that the right fielder could 
be activated from the DL next week "if everything breaks well." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Without Pedro Strop, it’s truly #EverybodyIn for Cubs’ ragtag relievers 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Joe Maddon isn’t afraid to get creative. In his first game since it was revealed that reliever Pedro Strop 
would be out for the rest of the regular season with a left hamstring strain, Maddon pieced together a 
depleted bullpen to pull off a 3-2 victory over the Cincinnati Reds. 
 
Ian Happ’s unexpected three-run homer in the seventh was the clutch hit this team has been desperate 
for. But it was the “unlikely bullpen,” as Maddon put it, that was the story of the evening. 
 
“I think the biggest part is the way the bullpen’s shown up for us,” Happ said. “Literally using everybody. 
Everybody in. Using everybody in the bullpen and guys giving us great outings, great stuff. They’re really 
giving us everything they got. I can’t say enough about the work they’ve done.” 
 
Cole Hamels worked through a few jams and pushed himself through 6 2/3 innings, tossing 109 pitches 
and allowing just two runs. The fourth inning was a slog for him, as he gave up home runs to José Peraza 
and Joey Votto to start the frame then followed it up with a walk to Eugenio Suárez and a single to 
Scooter Gennett, with both advancing a base after a Kris Bryant error. Hamels was able to wriggle out of 
the jam (with a little help from his defense) and keep the Reds at just two runs. He’d end up throwing 32 
pitches in the fourth but managed to battle through another 2 2/3 innings. 
 
With Strop shelved and Maddon not wanting to use Jesse Chavez, Steve Cishek, Justin Wilson and Carl 
Edwards Jr., it immediately became a curiosity to see how the inventive manager would work through 
the rest of the game. With a man on in the seventh, in came Dillon Maples to relieve Hamels and induce 
a lineout from Peraza. Jaime García worked a 10-pitch, 1-2-3 eighth, mowing down the heart of the Reds 
order of Votto, Suárez and Gennett. In the ninth, it was 37-year-old veteran lefty Jorge De La Rosa, who 
worked around a double and two-out walk to secure the Cubs’ tension-filled win. 
 



 
“That’s one of those growth moments for everybody,” Maddon said. “It gives you more options as you 
move it along, including (Randy) Rosario, what he did (Thursday) night. De La’s been doing it, now García 
gets part ownership from that even tonight.” 
 
After getting let go by the Arizona Diamondbacks, De La Rosa has been strong for the Cubs, lowering his 
ERA to 1.59 in 17 innings in Chicago. García had tossed just 1/3 of an inning for the Cubs prior to Friday, 
giving up three runs in a spot start in D.C., but he was able to bounce back nicely on this evening, 
working through some of the toughest bats the National League has to offer. 
 
Rosario came into Thursday’s game to work a perfect bottom of the 10th after the Cubs had lost Strop. 
Maddon spent much of his pregame session with the media going over his reasoning for letting Strop 
bat and how he’d try to piece things together with the dynamic righty down for the rest of the regular 
season. 
 
With his bullpen struggling and Maddon managing every game like it’s the playoffs of late, he rode Strop 
on Thursday night. Having just taken the lead in extras, Maddon had Strop bat for himself with the bases 
loaded and one down. Strop hit a hard grounder to third, and as the ball was thrown home for one out, 
Strop hustled to try to avoid the double play, tweaking his left hamstring right as he approached first. 
 
“When I had to jog out towards first base and knew that he was hurt, that was a pretty bad feeling for 
me personally, too,” Maddon said. “That last thing I saw there was injury. That was the last thing I was 
trying to contemplate.” 
 
Whether it was the right move or not to keep Strop in that game and try and push him to 2 2/3 innings is 
moot now. What Maddon has to figure out is whom he’s going to rely on in the latter part of games 
going forward. Brandon Morrow will work a simulated game on Saturday and hopes to return next 
weekend when the Cubs are on the South Side taking on the White Sox. 
 
“It sucks,” Morrow said of Strop going down. “He’s been so good all year and so consistent. But we got a 
lot of good arms and guys down there with closing experience. I don’t think there should be any hiccups 
putting Cishek in there or Willy. You saw Rosario do a great job last night. A lot of guys have stepped up 
in big situations. We definitely have the arms to cover it.” 
 
Maddon had said before Strop’s injury that Morrow would be eased back into game situations and 
wouldn’t immediately be able to go on back-to-back days. That was reiterated on Friday despite Strop’s 
injury. 
 
“How he feels is going to be the main contributor to (how we use him),” Maddon said. “It’s hard to force 
him into a situation he’s not ready for.” 
 
Cishek has 124 career saves, but has been used in a variety of roles for the Cubs this season as Maddon 
has leaned on the side-arming righty to put out fires at all points of the game. Cishek called the Strop 
injury “devastating” and referred to him as a beast and leader of the bullpen. But as tough as it was to 
see a clubhouse favorite go down, the healthy relievers understand it’s time for them to step up. 
 
“Now that that happened, we still have a job to do,” Cishek said. “For most of us out there, it’s the same 
job we’ve had all year. Just one of us is going to have to finish off that ninth inning.” 
 
Cishek has a solid 2.33 ERA on the year and has struck out 28.1 percent of the batters he’s faced. The 
11.5 percent swinging-strike rate he’s posted is the highest mark of his career and his 1.02 WHIP is tied 
for second-best. Of relievers who have thrown at least 100 four-seamers, Cishek leads all of them with a 



 
38.8 percent whiff/swing rate. But that offering is his third pitch as he relies primarily on his sinker and 
slider, with the latter being his best put-away pitch with a 42.2 percent whiff/swing rate. 
 
After Cishek, the likely candidates to be relied upon in high-leverage situations are Wilson and Chavez. 
At 35, Chavez is in the midst of some of his best baseball since being acquired by the Cubs. 
 
“We all just gotta keep showing up and doing our job,” Chavez said. “There’s nothing we can do. It’s 
unfortunate. It’s a big blow to us on the back end. Now it’s time for us to pick him up. The way he picked 
up Brandon, we gotta pick him up.” 
 
Looked at as a depth addition when first added, Chavez has been brilliant on the North Side. He’s proven 
to be tough as nails and unafraid of any situation, which should come in handy with two of the Cubs’ 
best arms going down (and Edwards struggling to find himself). In 31 innings with the Cubs, Chavez has a 
1.45 ERA, 29.3 percent strikeout rate and 3.5 percent walk rate. Those are exactly the type of numbers 
that can earn a manager’s trust in big moments. 
 
After a dreadful start to his Cubs career last summer, Wilson has finally begun to earn that trust as well. 
The lefty had a tough moment in Washington last weekend when he gave up what turned out to be a 
game-deciding, two-run homer to Bryce Harper. But losing a battle to one of the best players of this 
generation is hardly an unforgivable sin. What really matters is that was the first run Wilson had allowed 
since Aug. 1 (and the first inherited runner that came around to score with him on the mound since July 
19). 
 
In his last 18 appearances, Wilson has pitched just 9 2/3 innings as he’s worked to regain Maddon’s 
trust. Slowly, he’s been getting time in high-leverage situations more often. He’s responded by posting a 
0.93 ERA during those 18 outings while striking out 28.2 percent of the batters he’s faced and walking 
just 7.7 percent. His strikeout of Manny Piña in Tuesday night’s win over the Milwaukee Brewers was as 
big of an out this team has gotten all year. 
 
Brandon Kintzler has closing experience, but also an 8.36 ERA in 14 innings since joining the Cubs at the 
trade deadline. If he can somehow find a way to limit the hard contact (he’s given up three home runs 
with Chicago compared to the two he gave up with Washington over 42 2/3 innings), perhaps even he 
can give the team some quality innings and ease the load off the other high-leverage relievers. As Happ 
said, it really is everybody in. 
 
And despite Edwards’ struggles, Maddon refuses to give up on him. The talented righty gave up the 
eventual game-winning run on Monday after uncorking a wild pitch with two outs and a runner on third 
against the Brewers. He gave up a hit and a walk in 2/3 of an inning in Wednesday’s 5-1 loss to 
Milwaukee, unable to get the third out that Maddon was hoping he could provide. Then the very next 
evening he coughed up another lead in the seventh inning of a one-run game. He got two outs, then 
walked a batter, allowed a stolen base and then a game-tying double. 
 
If anyone thought that would be Edwards’ last chance in a high-leverage spot over the coming weeks, 
think again. 
 
“He has to pitch in those moments,” Maddon said. “We cannot win without him. We cannot advance in 
the tournament without him pitching as well as he can. So you gotta keep putting him out there. You 
gotta rebuild his confidence.” 
 
When on, Edwards is as good as it gets. He and Morrow combined to be one of the most devastating 
back ends of a bullpen in the game when they were both mowing hitters down early on in the season. 



 
But Edwards has lost his confidence and the walks are starting to pile up. Once at an absurdly elite level, 
his strikeout rate has plummeted as his walk rate has jumped. 
 
Maddon knows how good Edwards can be though, and refuses to give up on a pitcher he understands 
can be the key to his bullpen’s success going forward. 
 
“I always tell him, listen, you can get anybody out,” Maddon said. “This guy’s stuff can get anybody out. 
He’s going through a moment right now, but you can’t run away from that. You look about the big 
picture and for us to be able to finish this thing off and go deeply into the playoffs, he has to be a big 
part of that. So you don’t just sit him on the bench and you don’t run away from him, because you’re 
not going to do it without him.” 
 
Strop’s injury certainly hurts, but if he can somehow find his way on the mound, Edwards has the ability 
to make it sting a little less. Until then, Maddon will have to rely on Cishek, Chavez and Wilson. And on 
nights when they’re not available, like Friday, Maddon will piece it together with the ragtag bunch the 
Cubs have assembled over the course of the season. 
 
Though he was never officially named closer, Strop was brilliant in Morrow’s place. In 20 1/3 innings (20 
appearances) after Morrow went on the disabled list, Strop had a 1.77 ERA and .475 OPS against. But 
now others will have to step up with the pressure at its highest. It’s not an ideal situation, but they’ll try 
and use the emotions that come with the added pressure to fuel them down the stretch. 
 
“Any sort of mental edge or any sort of adrenaline boost, take it out there with you,” Cishek said. “That’s 
what pitching the ninth inning is all about. When you’re tired and you hear the crowd getting behind 
you at Wrigley, all that adrenaline is only going to help you if you slow the game down. We gotta get the 
job done.” 
 
An unexpected trio did exactly that on Friday. Maddon would like to see others make that a trend over 
the final two weeks of the season. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
De La Rosa, Happ save the day, lead still 1 1/2 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- It's literally everybody in as far as the Cubs' bullpen is concerned. 
 
Without a designated closer, Cubs manager Joe Maddon turned to veteran Jorge De La Rosa on Friday 
night and the left-hander notched his first save in his 426th career game. Ian Happ smacked a three-run 
homer with one out in the seventh, and De La Rosa got the final three outs in the Cubs' 3-2 victory over 
the Reds in a rare Friday night game at Wrigley Field. 
 
The win helped the Cubs maintain their 1 1/2-game lead in the National League Central over the 
Brewers, who beat the Pirates, 7-4, on Friday. 
 
"We made good pitches when we had to, made great plays when we had to, one big hit when we 
needed it, and pretty entertaining evening," Maddon said. 
 



 
Trailing 2-0 against the Reds' David Hernandez, Victor Caratini singled to lead off the seventh and David 
Bote reached on an error by third baseman Eugenio Suarez. Bote was forced out at second on pinch-
hitter Tommy La Stella's grounder, and Happ followed with his 15th homer of the season. 
 
"That can be very big for [Happ]," Maddon said. "He's been battling. I've had a lot of conversations with 
him. By no means has he ever quit or given up. He's just been frustrated. That's a big moment for him 
and for us." 
 
The home run was Happ's first at Wrigley since July 19, and ended an 0-for-15 stretch. 
 
"It's been a while since I've had one of those -- it's been a while since I've had a hit," Happ said. "To get a 
hit in that situation, coming off what we've had to do in the last couple weeks and give us a chance to 
win a ball game, that was great." 
 
Instead of playing at 1:20 p.m. CT on Friday, the Cubs-Reds game was switched to accommodate 
Chicago after it traveled Thursday for a make-up game in Washington against the Nationals. It was a 
quick trip: First baseman Anthony Rizzo wore his road uniform there and back. 
 
But the trip also was costly. The Cubs have maintained their lead in the Central without closer Brandon 
Morrow, who has been sidelined since mid-July. On Friday, they learned that Pedro Strop would not 
pitch again in the regular season because of a hamstring injury. 
 
It was De La Rosa's turn in the ninth. 
 
"I've pitched against De La Rosa so many times and watched him over in Colorado, and to be able to see 
what he's done in that transition to the bullpen, I know it's not easy," Chicago starter Cole Hamels said. 
"When you pitch your years as a starter, it can be difficult to understand what to do, especially in that 
situation; a save situation. It's not like we were up by three where you can ease into it. You have to 
commend him for it. 
 
"It's great to see, because I know a lot of guys will be called upon. This will really build some confidence 
for guys to get the job done." 
 
Jaime Garcia was part of the "unlikely bullpen," as Maddon described it. The lefty had to deal with the 
Reds' 3-4-5 hitters in the eighth. 
 
"I think the biggest part [of the game] was the way the bullpen has shown up for us, literally using 
everybody -- everybody in," Happ said. "Guys giving us great outings, great stuff and giving us everything 
they've got." 
 
Hamels skipped the trip to Washington and stayed in Chicago. The lefty had allowed just one home run 
in his first eight starts with the Cubs and was efficient in the first three innings, but Jose Peraza and Joey 
Votto connected on consecutive homers to lead off the fourth. Hamels exited after throwing 109 pitches 
over 6 2/3 innings and despite allowing the two runs, he still has a stellar 1.57 ERA with the Cubs. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Right place, right time: After the Reds' back-to-back homers, the fourth inning continued as Suarez 
walked and Scooter Gennett singled. Both advanced on a fielding error by left fielder Kris Bryant but 
shortstop Javier Baez made a dazzling defensive play on Curt Casali's grounder, throwing home for the 
force. Caratini had to do a spin move to make the tag, but held on. 
 



 
"Javy, that was outstanding," Hamels said. "What I was intending to try to do was get a ground ball or 
swing and miss. That's Javy being himself. He's a tremendous defender and to make that play, you also 
have to look at Caratini for catching that. That's tough on him." 
 
Game changer: Garcia and De La Rosa likely never thought they'd be expected to pitch in such key 
situations as they did on Friday. Both are converted starters, both still adjusting to relief roles. Maddon 
said he wanted Garcia to face Votto, Suarez and Gennett because the lefty was "more rested." Caratini 
made three mound visits with De La Rosa during at-bats against Tucker Barnhart and Billy Hamilton to 
make sure they were on the same page. Maddon liked that matchup because De La Rosa's split-finger 
pitch is effective against right-handed hitters. 
 
"That's one of those growth moments for everybody," Maddon said. "That gives you options as you 
move along." 
 
SOUND SMART 
• This was the first time Hamels allowed multiple runs at Wrigley Field since 2006, when he yielded nine 
as a rookie. The lefty had gone eight starts in a row in which he gave up no more than one run, the 
longest streak ever at Wrigley. 
 
• Hamels' seventh strikeout was No. 2,396 of his career, which ties him with Sandy Koufax for 48th on 
the career strikeout list. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
With a runner at first and one out in the Reds' seventh, Happ made a nice running catch in center field 
to rob Scott Schebler of an extra-base hit. 
 
"That's one I've had trouble with, right over the head," Happ said. "I've been working with [coach] Will 
Venable on that and talking through it. That was one where I really trusted myself going back on it. I 
didn't spin around in circles like you've seen in the past. Going back on it, especially at Wrigley, that felt 
pretty good." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"The Brewers are tough. They're a very, very hot team right now. They have tremendous talent there. 
You can't look at what they're going to do. They're probably going to win all their games. That's the 
mentality you have to keep. They're going to win their games, and we have to take care of ourselves and 
really worry about the scoreboard that we have." -- Hamels 
 
"I didn't sense fatigue from the guys. It was, 'Wow, they're ready to play.' Energy-wise on defense, the 
conversation, banter in the dugout, supporting one another, it was all there. We've got to get back to 
our offensive methods so we can split these games open a little bit and win them, and take some of the 
angst off the bullpen." -- Maddon 
 
UP NEXT 
Jon Lester (15-6, 3.57 ERA) will start the second game of this weekend series on Saturday. Lester had to 
leave his last outing against the Brewers after 5 2/3 innings because of back spasms. The lefty is 1-0 in 
two starts against the Reds this season, allowing five runs over 12 1/3 innings. The Reds will counter 
with Cody Reed (0-2, 5.08). First pitch is scheduled for 3:05 p.m. CT at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 



 
Cubs.com 
Strop (hamstring) out for regular season 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Cubs reliever Pedro Strop will not pitch again in the regular season after sustaining a 
moderate left hamstring strain running the bases on Thursday. Whether he'll get a chance to pitch in the 
postseason may depend on who picks up the slack as the Cubs closer for the remaining 16 games. 
 
Strop was hurt running the bases in the 10th inning during the Cubs' 4-3 win over the Nationals. An MRI 
on revealed the strain on Friday. 
 
"He's been so big for us now," Chicago manager Joe Maddon said. "To be without him for the next 
couple weeks will be difficult." 
 
The Cubs have been trying to find a replacement since Brandon Morrow was sidelined July 18 with a 
bone bruise on his right arm. Strop was never officially named the closer but had handled most of the 
save situations. Who takes over now? The list of candidates include Justin Wilson, who was the Tigers' 
closer in 2017; Jesse Chavez, who is 6-for-19 in career save situations; Steve Cishek, who closed for the 
Marlins and Mariners, and Jorge De La Rosa, who has been one of the more consistent pitchers in the 
'pen. 
 
"We definitely have guys who are capable, no question," Maddon said. "It's going to be who gets the last 
three outs based on what happens before that, and we'll see how it all shakes out." 
 
Maddon also would like to see Carl Edwards Jr. handle some of that workload. He's 2-for-9 in his career 
in save opportunities. 
 
"We cannot win without [Edwards]," Maddon said. "We cannot advance in the tournament without him 
pitching as well as he possibly can. You've got to keep putting him out there, you've got to rebuild his 
confidence. ... We've got to get Carl to pitch a solid three or four outs, which he's capable of doing." 
 
Edwards has had problems regarding control, and walked more batters than the Cubs would like. 
 
"I talk to him afterward, and I always tell him, 'You can get anybody out,'" Maddon said. "He's going 
through a moment now, but you can't run away from that. You look at the big picture. For us to be able 
to finish this off and go deep in the playoffs, he has to be a big part of that. You don't sit him on the 
bench or run away from him, because you're not going to do it without him." 
 
Chavez said it's just a matter of getting the job done and not placing too much emphasis on the save 
situations. 
 
"We need to stick to the execution part and not magnify the ninth," Chavez said. 
 
Randy Rosario got his first career save on Thursday when he took over in the 10th. 
 
"The difference is the situation and the adrenaline of the game," Rosario said Friday. 
 
Strop gave Rosario some advice. 
 
"I've been asking him, 'How does it feel when you close the game?'" Rosario said. "He was talking to me 
about the adrenaline and how you can control that." 



 
 
Maddon understands being second-guessed on having Strop bat for himself in the 10th inning. The Cubs 
had taken the lead on Javier Baez's bunt single, which drove in Kris Bryant from third. If Strop had 
thrown more than 21 pitches and if the game was still tied, Maddon would've used a pinch-hitter. 
 
"I knew that he was hurt and that was a pretty bad moment for me personally, but the last thing I saw 
[in that situation] was injury," Maddon said. "You're not even contemplating an injury. 
 
"He said he was fine, and I believed him. It was just unfortunate that it happened." 
 
• Morrow will throw a sim game on Saturday but even when he does return, the right-hander will not be 
inserted back into the closer's role because he has missed so much time. 
 
"It's hard to force him into a situation he's not ready for," Maddon said. 
 
"If I come back and throw really well and strong, maybe there are some times I could get in there late in 
situations," Morrow said, "but still [I probably can't do] the back to back. I don't think you can name me 
closer. That's more for the benefit of the other guys so nobody gets caught off-guard when you're in the 
ninth, and if I can't go in the eighth, they have somebody else who needs to get up." 
 
Morrow feels the Cubs have the pitchers to handle the job. 
 
"We've got a lot of good arms and guys down there with closing experience that I don't think there will 
be any hiccups putting Cishek in there or [Wilson]," Morrow said. "Rosario did a great job last night. 
There are a lot of guys who have stepped up in situations. We definitely have the arms to cover it." 
 
• Kyle Schwarber had hoped to return to the Cubs' lineup on Friday, but his back is still sore. He did 
some work in left field with the athletic trainers. 
 
"He is close," Maddon said. "I guess he was still not 100 percent comfortable fielding ground balls, but 
overall, he's doing a lot better." 
 
• Anthony Rizzo wore his road uniform home on the Cubs' charter from Washington to Chicago after 
Thursday's game. His teammates didn't sit too close to him. 
 
"It was a little smelly," Rizzo said of his uniform. 
 
Baez joined Rizzo and also wore his road uniform home. 
 
"Javy's always ready to play," Rizzo said. "He jumped on board." 
 
It helped lighten the mood. Thursday's game was the 24th in a stretch of 30 consecutive days in which 
the Cubs have had a game scheduled. Their first off-day will be next Thursday. 
 
"We came off a tough loss [to the Brewers on Wednesday]," Rizzo said. "You can hang your head or have 
fun with what we have to do. You could pout that we have to go to D.C., or have fun with it. I went from 
my communion to the baseball field and wore my slacks on the baseball field. It took me back to when I 
was a little kid." 
 
-- 
 



 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs win thanks to unlikely bullpen 
By Jared Wyllys 
 
Forty six times the Cubs have come from behind to win this year, and tonight's 3-2 win over the Reds 
was probably the most emblematic of what the 2018 season has been.   
 
Jorge De La Rosa, who the Cubs picked up barely a month ago, pitched the last three outs for the first 
save of his career, one that started 15 years ago. Jaime Garcia, signed to a minor league contract two 
weeks ago and called up ten days ago, faced the meat of the Reds order and sat them down one at a 
time. Dillon Maples, who has been on the Chicago to Des Moines shuttle for nearly two seasons, got a 
key out when starter Cole Hamels left the game in the 7th inning. 
 
Just like they drew it up. 
 
"Literally using everybody. Everybody in," Ian Happ said after the game with a smirk and a nod to the 
team's 2018 motto. 
 
Happ praised the bullpen Friday night, but it was his running catch in center field and three-run homer in 
the bottom of the 7th that also played a key role in the win. 
 
"To get a hit in that situation, coming off what we’ve had to do in the last couple weeks, give us a chance 
to win a ballgame, that was great," Happ said. 
 
Happ has struggled lately, hitting just .189 in his last 15 games, but he put together solid at bats against 
Reds starter Matt Harvey before homering off of reliever David Hernandez. 
 
That home run set the stage for the first experience with a bullpen sans Brandon Morrow and sans 
Pedro Strop attempting to hold on to a one-run lead. 
 
Maddon said afterward that he had been warming Alec Mills, but when he needed one more out in the 
top of the 7th, it was Maples he wanted for a one out appearance, saying he liked him to go out there 
and "jab" for an out. Maples has a high-heat fastball and a monster of a slider, but he regularly struggles 
with his command, so even one out was a risky proposition. He got Jose Peraza to line out to second, 
and then turned the game over to Garcia. 
 
Faced with Joey Votto, Eugenio Suarez, and Scooter Gennett, Garcia coaxed a lineout, a strikeout, and a 
ground out. 
 
And in the top of the 9th, De La Rosa made things interesting, giving up a double to Curt Casali and 
walking Billy Hamilton, but he finished the job and earned the first save of his career. 
 
"I guess I might have to do that too, later on," starter Cole Hamels said in reference to his teammate's 
save. "I’ve pitched against De La Rosa so many times and watched him over in Colorado, and to be able 
to see what he’s been able to do in that transition to the bullpen, I know it’s not easy." 
 
Hamels, who struck out 7 and gave up two runs on a pair of solo home runs in the 4th inning, said that 
he has been impressed by what De La Rosa is going out of the bullpen because of how many years he 
knows De La Rosa spent as a starter. 
 



 
"When you come up as a starter, and you pitch a tremendous amount of your years as a starter, it can 
be a little difficult to understand what to do, especially getting in that type of situation, a save situation," 
Hamels said. "He definitely buckled down and was able to get it, and you really have to commend him 
for it." 
 
Maddon said that he liked Garcia in the 8th inning because it kept the left-handed Cincinnati bats on the 
bench, and then he went to De La Rosa for the 9th because his splitter plays well against righties. 
They're hitting just .190 against it this season. 
 
Despite the lack of 8th and 9th inning relief experience of Garcia and De La Rosa, Maddon said their vast 
experience otherwise played well in a very tight spot. 
 
"You could see the veteran component of each guy in the moment. Neither one was too quick about 
anything. It was really fun to watch that," Maddon said. 
 
Holding on to their 1.5 game lead over the Brewers and with the number to clinch the division at 15 with 
15 games left to play, the Cubs needed a win like they got Friday. 
 
"Made good pitches when we had to, made great plays when we had to, one big hit when we needed 
it," Maddon said, summing up the night. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Pedro Strop out for the rest of the regular season, rest of bullpen ready 
By Jared Wyllys 
 
As Joe Maddon put it, the Cubs may have won the battle on Thursday in Washington, D.C., but the hope 
is that they won't lose the war in the process. 
 
The team announced before Friday's game that the results of Pedro Strop's MRI revealed a moderate 
left hamstring strain, effectively ending his regular season. It's possible that he could return for the 
playoffs, but no definite timetable is set. 
 
Strop had been covering for Brandon Morrow, who has been on the disabled list since July 18, as the de 
facto closer and doing the job with aplomb, but now it's time for the rest of his 'pen mates to step up. 
 
"To be without him the next couple weeks is going to be difficult, there’s no question," Maddon said. 
"Who gets the last three outs will depend on what happens before that, and we’ll see how it all shakes 
out. It’s a tough spot to be in, but we’ll have to figure it out." 
 
Maddon pointed out that the Cubs already have several arms in the bullpen with closing experience. 
Namely, Justin Wilson, Steve Cishek, and Jesse Chavez, the latter having already picked up 9th inning 
appearances for the Cubs. 
 
With a 1.5 game lead on the Brewers and roughly two weeks to play, losing even a stand-in closer is 
hardly ideal. Pedro Strop has been a fortress in the Cubs bullpen for several years, providing not just 
quality high-leverage innings, but also some of the intangibles that help the rest of the team. 
 
"His leadership, his calmness, he brings energy," Anthony Rizzo said Friday, describing the impact just 
having Strop active has on the team. 



 
 
Maddon will have to manage his bullpen piecemeal at least until Morrow is back, and that could still be 
about a week. Morrow is throwing a sim game on Saturday, and then he and the team will determine 
things from there.  
 
As a whole, the Cubs have already had to overcome injuries to Yu Darvish, Kris Bryant, Morrow, and 
most recently, outfielders Kyle Schwarber and Jason Heyward. Regardless, Rizzo said that the team is far 
from discouraged. 
 
"What, are we just going to punt? Send special teams out and punt? We’re playing for another ring," 
Rizzo said. "Hopefully we can weather this storm, and I believe that we have guys that can step up and 
get outs in big situations." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
'Stropy wouldn't expect anything less from us': Who steps up in the bullpen now? 
By Jared Wyllys 
 
It was a little easier to answer the 9th inning question when Brandon Morrow hit the disabled list, but 
now that Pedro Strop is done for the rest of the regular season, things get a little murkier. 
 
"We definitely have guys that are capable," Joe Maddon said prior to Friday's game. "[Justin] Wilson’s 
done it, [Steve] Cishek’s done it, [Jesse] Chavez has already done it with us. I think Carl [Edwards] is still 
eligible and capable to do those kind of things." 
 
Prior to his mid-July injury, Morrow had notched 22 saves, and then Strop had 13 of his own. Strop was 
on his way to a nearly three inning save when he tweaked his left hamstring on Thursday.  
 
After that, the pitchers Maddon named do all come with some degree of closing experience.  
 
Wilson has 14 in his career, and all but one of those came last season before he was traded to the Cubs 
from Detroit. At the time, he showed potential to continue that task when spelling Wade Davis and then 
possibly to be considered for the closer's role in 2018, but he walked far too many batters in the second 
half of 2017 to be trusted with any high-leverage innings, whenever they came.  
 
That said, Wilson has been something of a better pitcher this year, dropping his WHIP to 1.37 from the 
disastrous 2.09 he had for the Cubs last season. That's still high, but he was holding that number below 
1.00 while he was with the Tigers in 2017, so the potential is there. Thanks to an upper 90s fastball and a 
30% strikeout rate, he can certainly close games if he can keep runners off of the bases. 
 
With the Marlins, Cishek was their go-to 9th inning guy in 2013 and 2014, and he closed for the Mariners 
in 2016. In all, Cishek has 124 career saves. He has closed for the Cubs three times this season, but he 
has also logged 65.2 innings already, so he might be best saved for other duties. 
 
If called upon though, Cishek said he is ready, along with the rest of the bullpen. 
 
"A lot of us have pitched in the 9th inning before," Cishek said. "I’m always going to be ready from the 
6th inning on. Whenever my name gets called, I’m going in, and that’s the approach I think all the guys 
have taken throughout the course of the year." 
 



 
That flexible attitude is sort of the mantra of the bullpen this year. Chavez, who has picked up three 
saves for the Cubs since joining the team in late July, echoed Cishek's thoughts. 
 
"That’s a quality of the bullpen we have, the group we have. The type of personalities we have down 
there that aren’t going to fret in situations they’re put into," Chavez said. "They’re going to go out there 
and treat it like it was a normal situation." 
 
To the observer, it would seem that handling the 9th inning couldn't be as simple as just treating it like 
any other inning. The pressure of a close division race, the energy of the crowd amplify these moments 
more than most ballparks.  
 
But, the Cubs relievers say, the roar of Wrigley actually helps. 
 
"It actually keeps you calm a little bit," Brandon Kintzler said. "With this stadium here, they’re up in the 
6th inning and it feels like the 9th inning." 
 
Kintzler closed games in 2016 and 2017 for the Twins and Nationals. He has yet to pitch in that situation 
for the Cubs this year, but he fits in with the mindset of the rest of the bullpen. 
 
"From my experience closing you just have to you can’t treat it as any bigger  what it is. Obviously it’s 
the last out, but the reality is it’s just another inning," Kintzler said. "You just try to be the closer of your 
own inning, and just treat it like that and do what you do and don’t make it bigger than what it is." 
 
Randy Rosario picked up the last inning Thursday when Strop got hurt, but it is likely that Maddon will 
rely on his pitchers with greater experience in the 9th inning. Right now, it appears as though Morrow 
could return later next week, but a lot of that will depend on how well his sim game goes on Saturday.  
 
In the meantime, Cishek and others will have to step up, but even with the energy and pressure of the 
last three outs, they're ready for it. 
 
"If anything, at this point in the season, it’s an encouragement when you go out there and fans are 
behind you screaming down the opposing team’s throat. It just gets you fired up, gives you the extra 
gear," Cishek said. "We rely a lot more on the fans than they think. The positive atmosphere in this 
stadium is something that a lot of stadiums don’t have, and we feed off of that. If you’re able to slow it 
down and take in that energy and enjoy it, you just go out there and make it happen." 
 
Cishek added that the bullpen has been coming in and covering high-leverage innings all year, so there's 
no room now for gloom and doom. 
 
"If we dwell on the injuries, that doesn’t really create a positive atmosphere," Cishek said. "For us, it 
stinks that it happened, but we still have a job to do. Stropy wouldn’t expect anything less from us." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Ian Happ's 3-run blast all the Cubs need in 3-2 victory over Reds 
By Phil Rogers 
 
Up the interstate in Wisconsin, the Brewers on Friday used an infield Travis Shaw calls the “Goal Line 
Package,” one in which their lightest player weighs 225 pounds. Anthony Rizzo also was thinking in 
football terms. 



 
 
He said the Cubs can’t allow the loss of Pedro Strop or an unusual stretch that has the Cubs scheduled 
for games on 30 consecutive days sidetrack them. 
 
“What are we going to do, just punt?’’ Rizzo asked? “Send special teams out and punt? We’re playing for 
another ring, a championship. Everyone’s on board with it. Guys get hurt, that’s what happens. You deal 
with it. Hopefully we survive the storm. I believe we have guys who can step up, get outs in big 
situations, and we need to continue to do that.’’ 
 
Following their overnight journey for a makeup game in Washington that they won on Thursday, the 
Cubs beat the Reds 3-2 in the opener of a weekend series. Ian Happ’s three-run homer in the seventh 
inning erased a 2-0 deficit as Joe Maddon’s team remained 1½ games ahead of the Brewers in the 
National League Central. 
 
“The Brewers are tough,’’ starter Cole Hamels said. “They’re a very, very hot team. They have 
tremendous talent there. You can’t really look at what they’re going to do. They’re probably going to 
win all their games. I think that’s the mentality you have to keep.’’ 
 
Happ, who was hitting .187 with only three homers in the second half, banged a 1-0 fastball from 
Hernandez into the left-field seats. 
 
“It has been awhile since I got one of those, since I’ve had a hit, really,’’ Happ said. “To get a hit in that 
situation, coming off what we’ve had to do the last couple of weeks, to give us a chance to win a 
ballgame, was great.’’ 
 
Hamels blew through the first three innings but gave up back-to-back home runs to Jose Peraza and Joey 
Votto in the fourth. He hung in to throw 6 2/3 innings without allowing any more runs, thanks to Javier 
Baez cutting down Eugenio Suarez at the plate. 
 
Maddon is looking to his veteran starters to eat up innings with Strop and Brandon Morrow — who have 
35 saves between them — both sidelined. He’s looking for solutions in his bullpen on a nightly basis, and 
this time Dillon Maples (1-0), Jaime Garcia and Jorge De La Rosa strung together 2 1/3 scoreless innings. 
 
Maples retired the only hitter he faced (Peraza) to pick up his first career victory. The 37-year-old De La 
Rosa, a starter for most of his career, wiggled out of a ninth-inning mess to earn his first save in his 
426th career game. 
 
“The unlikely bullpen,’’ Maddon said. “Dillon coming out there, getting the big out, which we needed 
badly. Then Garcia and, of course, De La Rosa. De La has been doing that. You could see the veteran 
component of each guy. Neither one was too quick about anything. It was really fun to watch that.’’ 
 
Rizzo loves what he sees around him. 
 
“It’s business as usual,’’ he said. “You don’t see guys pressing. You don’t see guys panicking. Just go out 
and play baseball, lay it all out on the line, and that’s it. That’s all you can do whether you win or lose. If 
you lay it all on the line, what more can you ask yourself?’’ 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Cubs need an unlikely leader to emerge from their battered bullpen 
By David Haugh 
 
For context on the quandary that is the Cubs bullpen, consider that the defending World Series 
champion Astros closed out their two most important games last season without a pitcher whose 
primary purpose was to get the final three outs. 
 
Lance McCullers Jr. threw four shutout innings to finish off the Yankees in Game 7 of the American 
League Championship Series. Charlie Morton staked his claim to baseball immortality by giving up one 
run over the final four innings against the Dodgers in Game 7 of the World Series. Neither McCullers nor 
Morton, trusted members of the Astros rotation, has a regular-season save in 15 combined major-
league seasons. 
 
But if you insist on finding an example of a pennant contender that entered late September without an 
established closer, lest anybody in Chicago forget reliever Bobby Jenks of the White Sox. At least nobody 
on the South Side ever will. Jenks played a major role in the Sox celebrating a World Series title in 2005, 
but as of Sept. 15 that season, the rookie right-hander had registered exactly two saves. Jenks emerged 
late by necessity more than design. An injury provided Jenks an opportunity and he seized it, perhaps 
the way somebody in the Cubs bullpen will over the next few weeks. 
 
That’s the best way for the Cubs to view the situation manager Joe Maddon created Thursday in 
Washington. In a move that was as avoidable as it was regrettable, Maddon not only sent closer Pedro 
Strop to the plate in the 10th inning against the Nationals but allowed him to swing instead of stand 
statuesque with the bat on his shoulder. That exposed an underrated relief pitcher who had converted 
11 of 13 save situations since mid-July to unnecessary risk; Strop hadn’t batted since May 28 and had 
only four plate appearances in 10 major-league seasons. Relief pitchers who try to imitate sprinters 
during rare dashes down the first-base line only ask for trouble. 
 
Not surprisingly, Strop suffered a left hamstring injury trying to beat out a double-play ground ball, and 
his absence could extend into October, costing the Cubs their second closer this season. If the Cubs had 
not ended the so-called curse two years ago, surely you would see goats wandering Wrigleyville this 
weekend bemoaning Strop’s bad karma. 
 
As a result, Maddon skeptics resumed doubting the smarts of the manager deciding what reliever to use 
even more than the skills of the pitchers being asked to get the final three outs. The Cubs won 
Thursday’s makeup game 4-3 in 10 innings thanks to an MVP effort from Javier Baez, but the Tribune 
headline could have read: “Cubs survive Nationals, Maddon.” 
 
It might have been Maddon’s most dubious tactical performance since Game 7 of the 2016 World Series 
as enough of his moves malfunctioned to make the Cubs computer system, Ivy, require a reboot. 
Maddon pulled starter Mike Montgomery after he gave up three hits in four-plus innings. He pinch hit 
slumping Willson Contreras for hot-hitting Victor Caratini, who drove in seven runs in the previous five 
games. He inserted struggling reliever Carl Edwards Jr., whose reliability Maddon publicly questioned 
earlier in the week, to protect a lead Edwards eventually blew. He let Strop hit with the bases loaded 
and one out despite having historically good pinch hitter Tommy La Stella available. He put himself in 
the position of needing Strop to pitch the 10th because he went to the bullpen too early when he pulled 
Montgomery after just 62 pitches, reinforcing local perception that Maddon selects wines much better 
than he picks relievers. 
 



 
Even good managers such as Maddon have bad days, and this was one of his worst in the Cubs dugout. 
That doesn’t necessarily make Maddon unfit for the playoffs or unworthy of a contract extension in the 
offseason. But it did make confidence in some parts of Cubdom dip like Ian the team’s batting average 
because of a lack of faith in Maddon to shrewdly maneuver a bullpen full of guys unaccustomed to 
pitching the ninth inning. 
 
What reliever will help restore it? 
 
The answer to that question still has a chance to pitch the Cubs deep into the playoffs and himself into 
Cubs lore. The seven Cubs candidates who likely will share the ninth-inning load — Justin Wilson, Steve 
Cishek, Jesse Chavez, Brandon Kintzler, Jorge De La Rosa, Randy Rosario and Edwards — have 10 saves 
combined this season, with Chavez’s four (three with the Cubs, one with the Rangers) the most. By 
comparison, Morrow saved his 22nd game this season on July 15 for the Cubs — and has been out for 
two months since with a right arm injury. 
 
Morrow could return by the end of next week to begin slowly working back into action. Optimists hope 
Strop can heal quickly enough to come back by the beginning of next month. Just keep both pitchers 
away from the batting cage. 
 
The Cubs still can be better for having endured 29 scheduled games in 30 days if they wake up Thursday, 
at the end of the mentally and physically grueling stretch, still in first place with the ability to refresh. 
They still can win the National League Central, and even the pennant in a weak NL, with Strop and 
Morrow playing limited roles — or no role at all — if a dangerous lineup gets hot again. 
 
Granted, winning the World Series without either closer against the American League champion seems a 
bit quixotic, but stranger things have happened in baseball — as recently as 11 months ago. 
 
A Cubs fan still can trust history, if little else at the moment. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
7 candidates to replace Pedro Strop as Cubs closer 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Who will manager Joe Maddon choose to be the new Cubs closer for the stretch run? 
 
“I have no idea because all of these guys are on fumes,” Maddon said Thursday. 
 
Pedro Strop’s hamstring injury, suffered while running to first base in the victory over the Nationals, put 
the Cubs in an unexpected situation: trying to audition a new closer with 16 games left and the season 
on the line. Maddon has 13 relievers to choose from — or really seven if you discount the six he 
bypassed Thursday to try to get a third inning out of Strop. 
 
It’s quite likely Maddon won’t announce his plans, just as he never really announced Strop would be the 
de facto closer when Brandon Morrow began his lengthy disabled-list stint in July. 
 
Those speculating on the answer will just have to think like Joe. (And, please, try not to hurt yourself.) 
 
Here are the seven candidates and their chances of getting the call: 
 



 
Brian Duensing 
 
Came off the disabled list for left shoulder inflammation in September and hasn’t had a productive 
season to begin with (7.68 ERA). 
 
Chance: Next to none. 
 
Carl Edwards Jr. 
 
Often speculated as the closer of the future but still has mind-blowing bouts with no control. Has walked 
seven in three innings in six September outings with two blown saves. 
 
Chance: Slim. 
 
Steve Cishek 
 
Good free-agent signing who has the experience with 124 career saves. Seems more comfortable in 
current setup role, and with an 8.10 ERA and three homers allowed since Aug. 27, he’s not trending 
upward. 
 
Chance: Slim. 
 
Randy Rosario 
 
Rookie left-hander showed something Thursday by saving the biggest game of the year. But would 
Maddon trust a 24-year-old as his closer with the postseason on the line? 
 
Chance: (Long pause.) Maybe. 
 
Justin Wilson 
 
Having a rebound season after a disastrous first impression with the Cubs in 2017, when they acquired 
him from the Tigers as the heir apparent to Wade Davis. But he’s averaging 5.7 walks per nine innings. 
 
Chance: Decent. 
 
Jorge De La Rosa 
 
Maddon loves his stuff, and since the Diamondbacks released him, the 37-year-old lefty has been a 
godsend for the Cubs — a 1.69 ERA and 0.94 WHIP in 12 outings. Mostly a starter in his 15-year career, 
he has no saves. 
 
Chance: Dark horse. 
 
Jesse Chavez 
 
Looks fresh despite 56 appearances with the Rangers and Cubs and has a 1.45 ERA in 26 outings since 
the Cubs acquired him in July without fanfare. Also looks cool wearing sunglasses at night. 
 
Chance: Our pick to click. 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Cubs know they won't get any sympathy for a 30-day work stretch 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The heaviest thing most baseball players lift during a game is a bat, and most of the time they’re 
standing around in the field waiting for something to happen. 
 
They stay in swanky hotels, fly on chartered planes and avoid the hassles of everyday travelers going 
through airport security. And they get paid a lot of money for doing a job that includes 3½ months off or 
more, depending on whether they make the playoffs. 
 
Maybe that’s why the Cubs seem to get so little sympathy from fans for their ongoing saga. 
 
Because of rainouts and a pair of makeup games in Atlanta and Washington, the Cubs will have their 
30th consecutive day of work Wednesday in Phoenix, if you include Sunday’s rainout in Washington 
after they had reported to the ballpark. They finally will get a day off Thursday in Chicago before the City 
Series with the White Sox resumes on the South Side the next day. 
 
Major League Baseball has rules to prevent such occurrences. Teams are not supposed to be scheduled 
to play more than 21 days in a row, and players have to approve a change if it goes past that because of 
a makeup game. The Cubs did that when a May 17 game in Atlanta was postponed, agreeing to give up a 
day off Aug. 30 to make it up. 
 
But when the teams have no more scheduled games, it’s all in MLB’s hands. And with time running out 
in the season and only one common day off, the Cubs and Nationals were forced to play a makeup game 
Thursday in Washington on what would have been the Cubs’ first day off in 24 days. 
 
MLB didn’t want to schedule the game for Oct. 1, after the regular season, with the National League 
wild-card game scheduled for Oct. 2. The Cubs fought the decision and lost. They won the game in 10 
innings but lost closer Pedro Strop to a hamstring injury. 
 
September normally has been the month they have been able to find another gear in the Joe Maddon 
era. They were 23-9 after Aug. 31 in 2015, 18-11 in 2016, and 19-10 in 2017. That’s a 60-30 total, a .667 
winning percentage. But they entered the weekend series against the Reds 6-6 this September and were 
hitting .234 with nine home runs, only one more than the majors’ lowest total. 
 
What gives? 
 
“I think it’s a combination of velocity and fatigue that might have something to do with it,” Maddon said 
Thursday, referring to the proliferation of power relief pitchers who throw in the mid- to upper 90s. “I 
don’t know that, but the velocities these days are absurd, and combine that with not getting any breaks 
(in the schedule), that may be leading a little bit to the inefficiency at the plate.” 
 
The Cubs aren’t the only ones facing hard-throwing relievers or playing a tough schedule, but could 
there be a connection between their performance and the fatigue of the 30-day stretch? 
 
“It’s human nature,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “When you see a team at the end of a long road 
trip, or at the end of playing 20 in a row, they always look a little bit ragged and they always have some 



 
challenges. I know last year when we got swept by the Brewers at home, it was the end of 20 in a row. 
We had an off day then and did well. 
 
“I don’t think it’s a coincidence, but this is the hand we’ve been dealt this season and we have to do 
everything we can to win one more game than Milwaukee or St. Louis. That’s our charge and we have to 
do that. No one is going to feel sorry for us. This is what we have to deal with and we just have to get 
through it. 
 
“Our hope certainly is, as we play these pennant-race games, we kind of get a second wind.” 
 
That Brewers sweep last year occurred on Sept. 8-10 at Wrigley Field. After the day off, the Cubs won 15 
of 18 to pull away in the NL Central. 
 
The Cubs understand what kind of response they get when they mention “fatigue” or talk about the 
absurdity of going 30 days without a break. 
 
“Suck it up.” 
 
“Shut up and play.” 
 
“Quit crying, you millionaires.” 
 
But having a day off is important to an athlete for physical and mental reasons. If it wasn’t, MLB would 
schedule 162 games in 162 days instead of having built-in days off. It’s a problem peculiar to baseball 
because the NFL plays once a week and the NBA and NHL have many more days off than games during 
their 82-game seasons. 
 
So Maddon and the Cubs will be criticized for even mentioning the stretch, though they really talk about 
it only when asked by the media. 
 
“I haven’t heard our guys complain at all, and I’m only reiterating or answering a question all the time, 
or that’s what I’m trying to do,” Maddon said. “You ask me what I’m thinking, I’m going to tell you what 
I’m thinking based on that’s just the way it is. But we’re here. We’re ready to play. 
 
“But again, it’s an unusual set of circumstances. Even in the minor leagues, you don’t go through this 
kind of a stretch, and to make it even more difficult, all the different cities involved. We’ve been in 
different cities through this whole mechanism.” 
 
By the end of the stretch, the Cubs will have gone from Chicago to Detroit to Chicago to Atlanta to 
Philadelphia to Milwaukee to Washington to Chicago to Washington to Chicago to Phoenix and back to 
Chicago. Players often are arriving in a city between midnight and 4 a.m. and playing a game that night. 
That’s part of baseball, but doing it so often without a break can wear on a team. 
 
“It’s not an excuse, it’s just a fact,” Maddon said. “Nobody is crying or complaining, but it’s suboptimal 
when you’re looking for optimal performance.” 
 
Many Cubs players were upset with the MLB decision to have them play in Washington while canceling 
their day off. Anthony Rizzo called it a “joke,” and Kris Bryant said, “It really kind of shows that we just 
work here.” 
 



 
Pitcher Mike Montgomery was the most vocal, saying MLB needs to take a hard look at the decision and 
make sure it doesn’t happen to other teams in the future. He also put Strop’s injury on MLB, saying the 
reliever should have been “sitting on a boat somewhere for an off day” instead of playing in 
Washington. 
 
“There needs to be a better way to do all this,” Montgomery said. “I think we embraced this as good as 
we could. We came in fired up and came out with a win. It wasn’t easy. Those guys (the Nationals) didn’t 
want to be here either. No one wanted to be here playing a game we shouldn’t have. But the fact we did 
shows you something needs to be done. 
 
“I don’t know how it’s going to happen. I’m not the guy who is going to make it happen, but I think we 
can all agree these games shouldn’t happen. … It’s a way to move the game forward to make it better 
for everyone.” 
 
Having this stretch come near the end of a tense pennant race increases the degree of difficulty. 
 
“They’ve hung in pretty well,” Maddon said. “The biggest thing is just the lack of offense right now. We 
have to get going. We still have been playing well, we have been pitching well. The offense is just taking 
a break right now. We just have to get the offense back, and if we do that, we’re going to be just fine.” 
 
The light at the end of the tunnel is near, but the Cubs can’t afford to think about it until the day comes. 
 
Is the worst of it over with? 
 
“No,” Bryant said after Thursday’s victory. “The worst will be over when we actually have an off day. We 
just have to keep grinding through it. This is 23 or 24 of 30, so I think we’ll be all right.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs closer Pedro Strop out for rest of the regular season with moderate left hamstring strain 
By Phil Rogers 
 
The news on Pedro Strop was bad, and the Cubs have no sign the cavalry is coming. 
 
Strop, diagnosed with a moderate strain in his left hamstring after an MRI Friday, is out for the rest of 
the regular season and will be monitored to determine his postseason availability. That hurts a bullpen 
that already was missing closer Brandon Morrow but manager Joe Maddon downplays the possibility of 
a trade to add depth for the last 15 games. 
 
“Of course our guys are always looking at stuff like that,’’ Maddon said. “I talked to (President) Theo 
(Epstein) and (general manager) Jed (Hoyer) briefly. There’s not a whole lot yet going on with that.’’ 
 
Morrow, who has been out since July 15 with what has been called a biceps injury, will throw a 
simulated game Saturday but Maddon said Strop’s absence doesn’t alleviate the need for Morrow to 
work himself back slowly. 
 
“When he comes back, how he feels is going to be the main contributor (to how he’s used),’’ Maddon 
said. “It’s hard to force him into a situation he’s not ready for.’’ 
 



 
Maddon said he will play matchups to determine who gets the chance in save situations. He pointed out 
he already was doing that to a degree, never having anointed Strop as closer. Justin Wilson and Jesse 
Chavez also had been used in save situations in September. 
 
Maddon is under fire from fans for letting Strop hit for himself in the top of the 10th inning in Thursday’s 
4-3 victory over the Nationals in a makeup game. He sees it as the type of criticism managers often face, 
based on the outcome more than the decision. 
 
“There are so many different ways to look at it,’’ Maddon said. “You could cut it, slice it, it’s always going 
to be up to your personal beliefs and prejudices. … The vitriol really (comes) from the fact Stroppy got 
hurt more than anything. I felt that when I had to walk out, jog out, and saw he was hurt. That was a 
pretty bad feeling for me personally but the last thing I saw there was (an) injury.’’ 
 
Maddon said he left Strop in because he threw 21 pitches in the ninth, not more. He said he did not 
consider telling him not to swing when he batted with one out and the bases loaded. 
 
“I have (done that before) but Stroppy can hit,’’ he said. “He hit a bullet at the third baseman there. That 
ball was well struck. He was doing fine until it was taking so long for the ball to get there that he thought 
he had a chance to beat it out. The competitive nature of the athlete took over.’’ 
 
Extra innings: Outfielders Kyle Schwarber (back) and Jason Heyward (hamstring) went through early 
workouts but neither was available Friday. Schwarber could play over the weekend and Maddon said 
Heyward could be back at some point next week. … Anthony Rizzo says the Cubs appreciated Chicago 
allowing the team to move Friday’s game from 1:20 p.m. to 7:05. “It was nice that the city allowed us to 
sleep in, to re-energize ourselves a little bit,’’ he said. 
 
-- 
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