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Diaz to miss season start after knee 
surgery 
 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com   
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- The Padres' bullpen is one of the sport's deepest. But that depth took a 
hit Monday. 

Miguel Diaz will require arthroscopic surgery to repair a torn meniscus in his right 
knee Wednesday. The right-hander will be sidelined at least six to eight weeks, and he's 
expected to miss the start of the regular season. 

Diaz, who posted a 4.82 ERA in 11 appearances last season, sustained the injury halfway 
through his Saturday bullpen session. As he loaded to throw, Diaz winced in pain, and 
the Padres' staff called for athletic trainers before he walked off under his own power. 

"He was a guy coming in, competing for a spot in the bullpen," said Padres manager 
Andy Green. "He was a guy when he was up with us last year, he punched a lot of people 
out. He has four real weapons." 

Diaz struck out 30 hitters in his 18 2/3 innings -- including four in his first big 
league inning of the season against Arizona last July. 

A Rule 5 selection in December 2016, Diaz made significant improvement last year, and 
the 24-year-old would've factored into the competition for the role of long man. As things 
stand, there are probably at least two places available in the Padres' bullpen. 

"His stuff's good," Green said. "He's got a real possibility of impacting our big league club 
in a positive way this year. ... It's disappointing for him personally and for all of us that 
we're going to have to wait a little bit longer. But we've seen some strides." 

Full squad reports 
All 70 roster hopefuls were in camp Monday, when the full Padres squad was required to 
report to the Peoria Sports Complex. But two players who aren't on the roster remained 
the focal point. 

The Padres have continued to display interest in star free agents Manny 
Machado and Bryce Harper, and the current group has taken note. 

"It shows where this organization's at in the process right now," said first baseman Eric 
Hosmer. "We're trying to win baseball games, and those are the two guys on the market 
that can probably help you do that better than anybody else out there." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622766/miguel-diaz
https://www.mlb.com/news/miguel-diaz-strikes-out-four-in-one-inning/c-284832536
https://www.mlb.com/news/miguel-diaz-strikes-out-four-in-one-inning/c-284832536
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-serious-contender-for-machado-harper/c-304093414
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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Said second baseman Ian Kinsler: "It's exciting. Hopefully that happens. But if it 
doesn't, I don't think anybody's going to blink an eye. Everybody's going to continue to 
work hard, prepare for the season." 

Position change for Kinsler? 
The Padres envision something of a utility role for Kinsler this year, as the veteran 
presence in a young infield. Kinsler, meanwhile, hasn't begun envisioning any specific 
role for himself. He's adaptable. 

"You play that by ear," Kinsler said. "You see what the team needs, what the situations 
are and how you can help the team."Sep. 15th, 2018 

Kinsler is almost certainly going to get reps at third base this spring. He's projected to 
open the season at second, with Luis Urias at short. But when top shortstop 
prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. arrives, that could push Urias back to second and Kinsler 
to third. 

Kinsler, the reigning American League Gold Glove Award winner at second base, doesn't 
think the transition to third base would be so difficult -- despite the fact that he last 
played the position for just two innings in 2012. 

"I played on the left side of the infield my whole life," Kinsler said. "Until Triple-A, I 
played shortstop. It's very similar. And I have two [Major League] innings under my belt 
-- so I'm a seasoned vet." 

Camp notes 
• Luis Perdomo and Pedro Avila were among those who faced hitters during live 
batting practice Monday. Perdomo is fighting for a role on staff as either a multi-inning 
relief option or a back-of-the-rotation starter. On Monday, his efforts seemed focused on 
his slider, a pitch that he said could see an uptick in usage this year. 

Avila, meanwhile, is the Padres' No. 29 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, and he's 
in his first big league camp. He faced established big leaguers Austin Hedges, Travis 
Jankowski and Manuel Margot -- a few times apiece -- and he allowed only one clean 
hit, a Margot single. 

• Closer Kirby Yates was scratched from his scheduled bullpen session Monday, and he 
was sent home while he recovers from a head cold. The illness is unlikely to throw a dent 
into his progression plans. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/658648/pedro-avila
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
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If no Machado, Padres likely to stay in-
house 

 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com   
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- In the Padres' quest to find a free-agent third baseman this offseason, 
it's Manny Machado or bust. 

Over the past few days, a handful of lesser options have come off the board -- most 
notably Mike Moustakas, who agreed to a one-year contract with Milwaukee on 
Sunday. Yangervis Solarte, Adeiny Hechavarria and Alcides Escobar all agreed 
to deals, as well. 

 
Team sources said the interest was never all that serious in any of those non-Machado 
options -- all of whom fall into a far lower class of third baseman than Machado. But each 
could've helped bolster the Padres' thin infield ranks. 

Now, it seems likely that if the Padres can't land Machado -- and they've 
been aggressive in their pursuit -- they'll stick with what they've got. There's plenty 
of optimism that Machado might be enticed by the Padres' substantial offer. But the 
ball's in his court, and it's ultimately up to Machado where he'll be playing next season.. 
15th, 2019 

With that in mind, it's at least worth looking at the contingency options. In the long term, 
that contingency centers around prospect Hudson Potts. If Machado isn't the third 
baseman of the future, Potts might be next in line. Within the organization, Potts is 
viewed very highly. He's 20 years old and officially reported for his first big league camp 
Monday. A day prior, during the first live batting-practice session of Spring Training, 
Potts took Bryan Mitchell deep to the opposite field. Then he did the same to Jerry 
Keel. 

Potts was selected in the first round of the 2016 Draft with a compensation pick from the 
Royals for signing Ian Kennedy. Last year, in his age-19 season, Potts posted a 
.260/.335/.455 slash line between Class A Advanced and Double-A. He struggled upon 
his late-season promotion, but he was also one of the youngest players in the Texas 
League. Including the Fall League, Potts has smashed 41 homers over the last two 
seasons., 2018 

But Potts' arrival probably won't come any sooner than a September callup. In the 
meantime, the Padres will turn camp into a six-man competition for the job. Career 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/588751/adeiny-hechavarria
http://m.mlb.com/player/444876/alcides-escobar
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/manny-machado-being-courted-by-padres/c-303972722
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-serious-contender-for-machado-harper/c-304093414
http://m.mlb.com/player/668888/hudson-potts
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/664843/jerry-keel
http://m.mlb.com/player/664843/jerry-keel
http://m.mlb.com/player/453178/ian-kennedy
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Minor Leaguer Ty France headlines a patchwork list that also includes Jason 
Vosler, Esteban Quiroz, Jose Pirela, Greg Garcia and Seth Mejias-Brean. 

"Right now, we're just dealing with the certainty of the guys we have out here," said 
Padres manager Andy Green. "We'll focus on them and how they can put us in position to 
compete and win baseball games." 

The projections aren't particularly kind to that group, with none expected to reach 
one WAR. Ian Kinslercould ultimately play some third base when Fernando Tatis 
Jr. arrives, pushing Luis Urias to second. But there's no question the Padres' third-
base options are thin. 

The best-case scenario is obviously Machado, a four-time All-Star in his prime at 26 
years old. The next-best case would presumably see a trade open up in the coming weeks, 
but it's late February, and there's nothing cooking on that front right now. 

After that, don't expect to see Wil Myers shifting back to third base. A Marwin 
Gonzalez signing seems unlikely, too. Cory Spangenberg and Christian 
Villanueva are no longer options, designated for assignment in November. 

In the long term, Potts could fill the void that a Machado-less offseason leaves, but he's 
no sure thing. Meanwhile, in the short term, the Padres' contingency plan seems to be a 
spring competition among a half-dozen journeymen. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/664034/ty-france
http://m.mlb.com/player/613564/jason-vosler
http://m.mlb.com/player/613564/jason-vosler
http://m.mlb.com/player/606019/esteban-quiroz
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/594824/greg-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/623180/seth-mejias-brean
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/wins-above-replacement
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/503556/marwin-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/503556/marwin-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
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Padres notes: Miguel Diaz set 
for knee surgery 

 
Jeff Sanders, SDUT 
  

Right-hander Miguel Diaz will undergo arthroscopic surgery Wednesday to repair a 
lateral meniscus tear in his right knee, an injury sustained Saturday during his first 
bullpen of the spring. 

Diaz, 24, will be out at least six to eight weeks. He was competing for a spot in 
the Padres’ bullpen after striking out 19 against nine walks in 20 1/3 innings in the 
Arizona Fall League. 

Diaz spent most of 2018 at Double-A San Antonio, where he walked 30 batters against 66 
strikeouts in 65 innings (2.91 ERA). The former Rule-5 pick has a 6.86 ERA and 63 
strikeouts in 60 1/3 innings in the majors, an effort hampered by walking 5.5 batters 
every nine innings. 

“The emphasis was commanding that fastball,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “We 
talked to him all through the fall league about that – driving home, fastball command. 
He's got that message. He was looking good. 

“It's disappointing for him and all of us that we're going to have to wait a little bit longer 
to see some strides in that fastball command.” 

Another chance? 
Kazuhisa Makita understands precisely why the Padres pulled him off the 40-man 
roster this offseason. They’re loaded with kids with talented arms, yes, but his 2018 
debut left a lot to be desired. 

The Japanese submariner allowed seven homers in 35 innings (5.40 ERA). Left-handed 
hitters penned a .916 OPS against him. He walked hitters nearly five times as often as a 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/miguel-diaz-PESPTF00614-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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big league rookie (3.4 per nine innings) as he did his last year in Japan (0.7 per nine 
innings). 

“I’ve got to start from scratch,” Makita said through new interpreter Daiche Sekizaki, 
before facing live hitters for the first time Monday, “and work my way up.” 

Indeed. 

Makita is one of 38 pitchers in camp, with more than half of that lot competing for spots 
in a bullpen that was a strength in 2019 and 14 potential relievers already occupying 
spots on the 40-man roster. 

Guaranteed $1.9 million in the second year of his original contract whether he makes the 
majors or returns to Triple-A El Paso, the 34-year-old Makita believes a bounce-back 
year starts with command and sticking to his strengths as a change-of-pace reliever. 

Especially when facing left-handers. 

“I think it's a problem that lot of side-armers and underhanded pitchers to have a 
problem with left-handed hitters,” Makita said. “I have to overcome it. Last year I had 
that too much in my mind. This year I've got to pitch with my own style and not worry 
about it and get those guys out.” 

He added: “Generally it will stay the same, plan wise. I would like to hit the corners, 
paint the corners and locate my pitches.” 

In the Loup 
Left-hander Aaron Loup threw his first bullpen session as a Padre on Monday, a day 
after signing a big league deal that guarantees him $1.4 million, including a $200,000 
buyout of the $2 million club option for 2020. The 31-year-old Loup can also earn up to 
$800,000 in incentives if he pitches 70 games, a total he reached in 2014 (3.15 ERA) and 
2017 (3.75 ERA) in the Blue Jays’ bullpen. 

Only right-hander Craig Stammen threw that many games in the Padres’ bullpen in 
2018 and none of their left-handers threw more than 41 games, although Loup profiles as 
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more of a lefty specialist than the likes of Jose Castillo and Robbie Erlin and Matt 
Strahm, should they end up in the bullpen at some point this season. 

“(Loup) is a lefty who specializes in getting lefties out and getting a lot of ground balls,” 
Green said. “He’s in camp. He’ll get plenty of opportunities to show what he’s got.” 

Notable 

• Fifty-four minor leaguers reported Monday for the start of a mini-camp that runs 
through March 3 on the back fields at the Peoria Sports Complex. Prospects 
ranked in MLB.com’s top-30 Padres participating in the camp include 
LHP MacKenzie Gore(2), LHP Adrian Morejon (6), RHP Michel Baez (7), 
RHP Luis Patino (9), LHP Ryan Weathers (10), OF Tirso Ornelas (16), 
2B Esteury Ruiz (17), SS Xavier Edwards (18), OF Jeisson Rosario (19), 
SS Gabriel Arias (20), RHP Reggie Lawson (21), RHP Andres Munoz (22), 
C Luis Campusano (24), RHP Dylan Coleman (26), OF Grant Little (27) and 
SS Owen Miller (30). 

• RHP Kirby Yates was sent home Monday with a head cold. 
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Only thing Hosmer knows is it would be 

great to have Harper, Machado on Padres 
 
Kevin Acee, SDUT  
  

Take it from someone who knows. 

“Nobody knows,” Eric Hosmer said. 

One of the biggest free agents of 2018 arrived at spring training Monday expressing hope 
and empathy in regards to the two marquee names in this year’s free agent class. 

As of Monday afternoon, on the eve of their first full-squad workout, 
the Padres remained among the teams in the hunt to land right fielder Bryce 
Harper and/or Manny Machado. 

There has been increased communication between the sides in recent days. While there 
were some in the Padres organization who felt a denouement was imminent, another 
source characterized the pace of talks as “moving slow.” 

That’s how it goes this time of year. 

Among Hosmer’s messages on Monday was that the “hot stove” is full of lukewarm 
reports, speculation and even downright falsehoods. 

“One thing I know is you just don’t know what’s happening,” Hosmer said. “A lot of you 
guys report on what’s close to happening, and you’re not far off. But at the end of the day 
you really just don’t know. I’ve learned to wait for it to be official and read all the stuff 
afterward. It’s crazy to … try to predict what is going to happen.” 

With that as a warning, here’s what we think we know: 

Harper and Machado figure to get contracts worth an average of at least $30 million over 
at least eight years. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manny-machado-PESPTF00106-topic.html
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Depending on who is doing the talking, the Padres are more interested in one than the 
other. And since the team has made offers to both players, it is highly likely one is a 
fallback. The prevailing signals from within the organization and the belief from the 
outside is that Machado, who plays the Padres’ position of greatest need, remains the 
team’s preferred target. 

Other teams in the hunt for Machado began hearing several days ago that the Padres 
were a significant bidder, but the length and structure of the contract offer are not 
certain. 

The value of the team’s offer to Harper is not known, though at least one report pegged it 
as more than what they have offered Machado, which sources said was a deal potentially 
worth more than $250 million. 

The Padres entered negotiations with the two 26-year-old stars with the idea of being 
creative with signing bonus money, the ability for the player to opt out after a certain 
number of years and other payment possibilities that could make the offer both more 
attractive and financially prudent. 

Whatever the precise facts and whatever happens, Hosmer believes the team’s effort to 
land a top free agent is a sign it is serious about winning and ready to do so. 

“They’re generational talents,” Hosmer said. “They’re guys who have done so much at 
such a young age. It just shows where this organization is at. Where we’re at in the 
process right now, we’re trying to win baseball games. Those are the two guys on the 
market that can probably help you do that better than anybody right now. It’s exciting. 
It’s motivating. Just the talk of having those guys around here, you can feel the energy in 
camp.” 

Infielder Ian Kinsler, who at present is the team’s biggest free agent addition this 
offseason, concurred. He did add a caveat that likely runs counter to the thinking of 
Padres fans but essentially has to be the mindset of those in uniform. 

“I mean, it's exciting,” he said of the talk about the possibility of adding one of the two. 
“Hopefully that happens. If it doesn't, I don’t think anybody is going to blink an eye. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-kinsler-PESPT000010174-topic.html


  

 11 

We'll all continue to work hard and prepare for the season. There's a lot of excitement 
here. … You can feel it in this camp, and obviously that will add to the excitement.” 

The shock when Hosmer landed with the Padres last year would almost certainly pale in 
comparison to the jolt to the baseball universe should the team land Harper or Machado. 
While it would be the third straight year in which the Padres handed out the largest 
contract in team history, they have ranked in the bottom 10 in payroll among the 30 
major league teams for 10 straight years and the bottom five in seven of those 10 seasons. 

Hosmer, who studied the organization’s highly-touted farm system when he was being 
wooed by the Padres, indicated his belief the past is no reason to think the future 
couldn’t be different. 

“Nowadays there is a lot of stuff happening in the game that surprises you,” he said. “San 
Diego has been waiting long enough for a winning team and a wining group of guys to be 
there about five, six years. We feel strongly with the group we have that we’re prepping 
up to be ready at that big league level. … There is a lot of upside where this organization 
is going. Both those guys know where we’re headed.” 

Hosmer recalled hearing reports about himself last winter that were partially or 
completely inaccurate and wondering where they came from. 

The choice of where to spend the next several years of a career is deeply personal, and 
each man’s criteria for a deal are different. There might be as few as a half-dozen people 
privy to what Harper and Machado are thinking — the players, their wives and their 
agents. 

Additionally, the information from media reports comes in drips and from varied 
sources, almost every one of them with an agenda to push and/or protect. Pieces don’t 
always fit together neatly. A player’s thoughts can be fluid from day to day. 

All along, people in both players’ camps have said Harper and Machado were 
comfortable with waiting until the right deal came along and that the start of spring 
training would not be an impetus to sign. 
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Hosmer, who agreed to an eight-year, $144 million contract two days before the Padres’ 
first full-squad workout last year, said he could see the reasoning for Harper and 
Machado still being unsigned. 

“You want to be prepared, ready to go with your team, get comfortable and acclimated,” 
he said. “But you’ve got to realize you get one crack at free agency. Especially in the 
position they’re in at the age they’re in, by no means would I rush that decision.” 
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Bochy's retirement makes 
sense, triggers Padres-era 
memories 

 
Tom Krasovic, SDUT  

Bruce Bochy said Monday it’s simply time to do something other than manage a 
ballclub. 

So after this season, his 25th in the big leagues and 13th with the San Francisco Giants, 
he plans to move on to a new job yet stay in baseball. “There's no hidden agenda in all 
this, trust me," he told reporters at spring training in Arizona. 

Good for Bochy, the longtime Poway resident and former Padres manager. And, good 
for his longtime wife, Kim. 

I’ve seen managers stay too long, to their health’s detriment. 

It’s a consuming job, yet also can be an addicting one. 

Bochy, who’ll be 64 in April and is baseball’s longest-tenured active manager, had an 
emergency heart procedure four years ago. Two stents were inserted, restoring full 
flow, and Bochy reported feeling better that year and in following years. Twice since, 
in April and October of 2017, he had an ablation to treat atrial fibrillation. 

He goes for long walks at home and on the road, and has told me gets the best 
medical care anyone could have. Acupuncture rid him of chronic back pain several 
years ago. The former catcher said offseason hip replacement has him moving well. 

But the job has only become more demanding. Analytics help a manager, but the 
amount of information to parse has increased each year. Pitching changes are on the 
rise, too. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/san-diego-county/poway-SDCT0013-topic.html
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If the Giants were a World Series contender, perhaps Bochy would try to convince his 
new boss, Farhan Zaidi, to extend his contract. This team will do well to win half its 
games. 

Here’s one thing about Bochy you may not know: 

He’s far more intense about winning and losing ballgames than his placid exterior 
would lead you to think. 

Poker-faced during games in his 12 years as Padres manager, afterward he often 
looked like he’d just been through a boxing match. 

His face still flush, his emotional reserves drawn down — that was not atypical Bochy, 
in his office 10 minutes after the final out, even in the dead of August. 

The losing bothered him, more so than he let on to players and even coaches. 

If the Pads were undermanned, which was often the case, he still seemed to take the 
losses personally. 

The late Kevin Towers told me circa 2003 that both he and Bochy were “burned out” 
by the five consecutive losing seasons on the heels of great fun in 1998. 

Fortunately, the two longtime friends would recharge when the Padres moved to a 
new ballpark. The team became good enough to compete, and Bochy responded with 
some of his better work, which yielded three consecutive winning seasons and back-
to-back West titles. 

The ‘05 Pads were thin on frontline talent, so Bochy worked to maximize the bench 
and the bullpen, two units that led the team to first in an historically weak West, with 
only 82 victories. 

Cooperstown will call 
When Bochy is inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame, he will make a joke about the 
extra-large bronze bust he’ll command due to his famously large head. 
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Skeptics will point to his win-loss record, saying that perhaps Bochy isn’t deserving of 
Hall induction. 

His career ledger is 18 games below sea level, good for a .498 winning percentage. 
The Giants team that lost 98 games two years ago put him under .500, and the 89 
defeats last year likely put him there for good. 

Bochy belongs in the Hall because of his runs in October. 

The Giants earned no World Series titles in their San Francisco era, which began in 
1958, before winning three of them under Bochy in 2010, 2012 and 2014. Every other 
manager with three or more titles joined the Hall. 

Would the Padres have a downtown ballpark if not for Bochy directing them to the 
‘98 World Series, only a week before San Diegans voted the team a massive ballpark 
subsidy? 

Looming between the ’98 Pads and the World Series were two teams that each owned 
home-field advantage and more than 100 victories, the Astros and Braves. 

I thought Bochy out-managed both Larry Dierker of Houston and Braves Hall of 
Famer Bobby Cox in those playoffs. (Conversely, I thought Cardinals Hall of Famer 
Tony La Russa outdid Bochy in 1996 and 2006.) 

Here’s one more Bochy recollection from his Pads tenure: 

The Pads, as you know, have not reached the playoffs in the 12 years since Bochy 
guided them to the 2006 West title. 

You probably know that Sandy Alderson, then the team’s CEO, balked at giving Bochy 
an extension that offseason following the team’s first-round playoff exit. 

In fact, Alderson, who in 2005 had inherited Bochy and wanted to hire his own 
manager — as most incoming execs do — invited Bochy to test the job market. 

This was good news to Giants boss Brian Sabean. He was long a Bochy admirer, as 
was the late Pat Dobson, a Giants scout who lived in San Diego. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/football/arizona-cardinals-ORSPT000031-topic.html
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Sabean hired Bochy, a great move for both of them. 

Back to the ‘06 Pads and their playoff series against the Cardinals. 

The one victory the Pads bagged in the four games is still their only playoff victory in 
the 20 baseball seasons since voters passed the ballpark measure, and the guy who 
won it, starting pitcher Chris Young, said Bochy provided a big assist. 

Whenever Young pitched that year and someone needed to visit him on the mound, it 
was pitching coach Darren Balsley who went out. 

In the playoff game, where it’s a tougher grind, Young was clinging to a lead yet also 
running dangerously close to “E” in fuel. 

To the mound in St. Louis came a visitor … Bochy. 

Young said that first visit from the 6-foot-5 manager, oozing calm and confidence, 
provided him a boost that got him over the top. 

“He’s a great manager,” said Young, a Princeton man and one of the game’s thinkers, 
who now works in MLB’s commissioner’s office. 

The Cardinals went on to eliminate Bochy’s team and win the World Series. 

Four years later in suburban Texas, it was Bochy’s turn to celebrate after a deep 
pitching staff carried the Giants past the Rangers. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/texas-rangers-ORSPT000029-topic.html
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Wil Myers, one-time face of the Padres, faces 
uncertain future; switches back to left field 
 
Dennis Lin, The Athletic 
 
PEORIA, Ariz. — Marked by dissonance, Wil Myers’ career in San Diego might be 
approaching its end. His time with the Padres, who once signed him to a club-record 
extension, also might stretch into the next decade. The possibilities remain numerous. 
His future, however, seems as uncertain as ever. 

Over the weekend, Myers returned to the Peoria Sports Complex having checked a few 
boxes. He got married in November. He turned 28 in December. Sometime around then, 
he and the Padres decided he would be an outfielder. Again. 

On Sunday, in his fifth camp with the Padres, the one-time face of the franchise spoke 
hopefully about another defensive assignment — or, in this case, a re-assignment. There 
have been a handful: center field, then first base, then left field, then third base and, 
finally, back to left field. There have been 15 starts in right field, as well. Little about this 
has been easy. 

“I did it in spring training, trying to transition from outfield to infield, and it was an 
absolute nightmare and embarrassment for me,” said Padres first-base coach Skip 
Schumaker. “I can’t imagine trying to do that during the season. He tried to do what was 
best for the team.” 

Schumaker, who instructs the team’s outfielders, was referring to an unsuccessful 
experiment. In August, as Hunter Renfroe and Franmil Reyes presented their cases as 
corner outfielders, Myers came off the now-defunct disabled list to make his first career 
start at third base. He logged 35 more starts there before the season ended. Then he and 
the Padres decided that was enough. 

In that stint, Myers committed six errors and generally struggled according to other 
measures. Defensive metrics are unreliable in small sample sizes, but the eye test proved 
sufficient. Myers might have been exceptional for an amateur third baseman. Suddenly 
thrust back into the position at the major-league level, he became a liability. 

After discussions with the team, Myers opted to go back to left field, he said, because he 
had found comfort in that corner. He moved there last spring, when the Padres signed 
first baseman Eric Hosmer to a contract that replaced Myers’ as the club record. He 
started 30 games in left, drawing positive reviews from both eye tests and metrics. 

“I feel like I learned a lot of things about playing left field, learned what it was like to play 
outfield at a high level,” Myers said. “I’m excited to take that into this year and continue 
to work on that.” 

Excluding his reps at the hot corner, Myers’ defense was a positive amid a frustrating 
season. He missed nearly half of it because of back and oblique injuries. His offensive 
production cratered late, as he attempted a tall task at third base. He compiled a .763 on-

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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base-plus-slugging percentage; in San Diego, he has yet to finish a season at .800 or 
above. 

And, for an inexperienced left fielder, he looked more than competent. 

“I think where he started separating himself is he used his speed to cut off balls,” 
Schumaker said. “He turned doubles into singles. And especially down the line, which I 
thought was really effective.” 

Myers’ wheels enabled him to steal 28 bases in 2016. No Padres first baseman has 
swiped more in one season. Of course, the job description has flipped on Myers a few 
times. In 2015, he arrived in San Diego as a right-turned-center fielder. His debut was 
shortened by wrist problems, yet a brief look was enough to prompt the move to first. 

Nearly four years later, a return to center field, outside of spot duty, feels out of the 
question. Third base seems like an emergency proposition. 

“We thought he played very well in left last year,” Padres manager Andy Green said. 
“That’s where we put him last year to start, and that’s where he’ll begin out here this 
year. And whether he gets some exposure to other positions, we’ll figure that out through 
camp. 

“He’s an outfielder now, with an occasional fill-in at first base. That’s kind of the thought 
process.” 

Yet the lack of an absolute declaration reflects the uncertainty engulfing the entire 
outfield. Despite persistent trade rumors, the Padres entered camp with six reasonably 
established players for three spots. They will not be able to carry all of them when the 
season begins. 

So, the trade rumors persist. And Myers, whom the Padres discussed with Seattle and 
other clubs over the offseason, continues to be a candidate to go. Unlike his more 
affordable position mates, he will make $20 million per year beginning in 2020. His six-
year, $83 million extension runs through 2022, with a club option for an additional 
season. 

If the Padres sign Manny Machado or Bryce Harper — and they remain one of the most 
aggressive suitors, at least for Machado — that could add about $30 million in annual 
payroll. Snagging one of the stars would be unprecedented for the franchise, in both 
ambition and expenditure. 

Even without either player, the Padres will need significant upgrades to field a contender 
by 2020. To afford those, they may have to reduce costs in certain areas. 

“The thing about baseball, as soon as you think you know what’s going to happen, you’re 
wrong,” Myers said. “So, I try to never really look at that. I know there’s trade rumors out 
there for everybody. Nobody’s untradeable.” 

In the meantime, versatility can be useful in a crowd. The Padres may not ask Myers to 
play third base again, but they have not ruled out time at the other outfield positions. 
Yes, even center. 

https://theathletic.com/820695/2019/02/15/it-brings-a-little-bit-of-fire-to-the-team-to-have-a-guy-like-that-padres-tatis-jr-wouldnt-mind-playing-next-to-manny-machado/
https://theathletic.com/820695/2019/02/15/it-brings-a-little-bit-of-fire-to-the-team-to-have-a-guy-like-that-padres-tatis-jr-wouldnt-mind-playing-next-to-manny-machado/
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“I think him playing a little bit deeper in center field could’ve helped him cut off balls,” 
said Schumaker, who worked in the front office before joining the coaching staff last 
year. “You look at where he was in ’15, he probably played the most shallow of any center 
fielder. … He just didn’t get to certain balls. 

“When Wil’s engaged and he’s committed, he’s as good as anyone. Just not taking pitches 
off and being ready for anything, you can win Gold Gloves. It’s just up to him.” 

While Myers said his focus will be left field, he expressed confidence in his ability as an 
all-around outfielder, now with a greater understanding of positioning. “I feel I’ll be 
ready to play wherever they ask me,” he said. He acknowledged that waiting to learn his 
2019 defensive assignment over the winter was “a little weird.” But, after it was settled, 
he had roughly two months to prepare. 

“Plenty of time,” he said, even as his future remained uncertain. “Plenty of time.” 
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Andy’s Address, 2/18 
 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

The Padres announced Monday morning that right-handed reliever Miguel 
Diaz suffered a torn meniscus in his right knee during his first bullpen session of the 
spring and will have surgery Wednesday. 

Diaz, 24, who was with the Padres in 2017 as a Rule 5 draft pick, struck out 30 in 18 2/3 
innings with the Padres last year, but also issued 12 walks and had a 4.82 earned run 
average. 

“Miguel will be out an estimated six to eight weeks,” Padres manager Andy Green said 
Monday morning during his daily media briefing. “I’ve come to find that those estimates 
are never hit that frequently. So, we’ll see how quickly he bounces back. 

“He came into Spring Training competing for a spot in the bullpen. When he was up with 
us last year, he punched a lot of people out. He has four real weapons. We’re looking for 
the command to move forward. That was going to be the big emphasis for him coming 
into camp, get command of that fastball. 

“When he comes back off the disabled list and starts working, fastball command has to be 
the focus and intent. His stuff is good. He still has a chance of impacting our Major 
League club in a big way this year. The emphasis for him is just command that fastball. 

“We talked to him all through the Arizona Fall League about that . . . driving home fastball 
command. He got the message. He was looking good. It’s disappointing for him 
personally and all of us that we’re going to have to wait a little bit longer to see some 
strides in that fastball command.” 

Green was asked how he saw second basemen Luis Urías and Ian Kinsler working 
together. 

“It will work really well,” said the manager. “I think Luis is going to learn from a guy who 
has done it for about 15 years at the Major League level and has a World Series ring on his 
finger and he’s been in another one. 
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“Kinsler has been an All-Star, played in the WBC and done about everything there is to do 
in the game and he still has a lot to offer. He won a Gold Glove last year. For Urías, there’s 
a great opportunity to learn from someone like Kinsler. 

“From a versatility standpoint, we’ll look at the beginning of the season. Maybe Luis is at 
shortstop. Maybe Kinsler is at second base. We’ll figure that out as time unfolds. I think it 
will be a really strong relationship and a good one. How they are used will figure itself out 
over time. 

“Right now, there are a ton of possibilities about how our infield construction will look 
like. We’ll explore that over the next month and change. I’m definitely excited about those 
guys in camp.” 

Commissioner Rob Manfred says the 20-second pitch clock will be used in Spring 
Training games — meaning it could be implemented for the regular season. Pitchers who 
take too long will get a one-ball penalty as will batters who aren’t in the batter’s box. 

“Of any team, we’re probably the least concerned with the 20-second pitch clock,” said 
Green. “We have young guys who almost across the board who have experienced the pitch 
clock (in the minor leagues). Pitching staff-wise, it’s about as young a group as I’ve ever 
seen. It’s also an incredibly talented group. 

“So, I think we’ll make that adjustment pretty easily. If it’s there, it’s something most of 
our guys have already acclimated to sand have experience with. I’m sure there will be 
some understanding along the way and we’ll figure out how to navigate that. Baseball 
hates change. But when it happens, you adjust to it relatively quickly.” 
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50 Moments: Chris Gwynn’s 
Heroics Deliver Division Title 
 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

The Padres faced an uphill battle entering the final three games of the 1996 season. 

They needed only one win to clinch a spot in the National League playoffs. But they 
needed to sweep the season’s last three-game series to win their second National League 
West title. 

And those final three games were in Dodger Stadium, home to the division-leading 
Dodgers . . . who had gone almost a month since losing two straight games. 

But the unimaginable happened. 

The Padres swept the Dodgers to win the National League West. It all came down to a 
two-run, pinch-hit double hit by Chris Gwynn — a former Dodger and Tony Gwynn’s 
younger brother — in the top of the 11th of the regular-season finale on Sunday afternoon. 

Chris Gwynn’s double off Chan Ho Park — combined with the four-hit shutout pitching 
by Bob Tewksbury, Dario Veras and Trevor Hoffman — gave the Padres a 2–0 win 
in the season finale. 

The Padres finished 91–71. The Dodgers finished 90–72. 

“One of the greatest moments of my career,” Tony Gwynn said later of his brother’s 
decisive double. “It’s been a tough season for Chris. I just knew he was going to deliver, 
because he’s Chris.” 

But it just wasn’t Sunday that gave the Padres the division title. They had to sweep the 
series. 

It started Friday night, when Ken Caminiti tied the game in the eighth with his 40th 
homer of the season then doubled home Steve Finley with the first of three Padres runs 
in the 10th inning of a 5–2 win that clinched the Padres a playoff berth. 
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The following afternoon, Finley hit his 30th homer and Tony Gwynn was 2-for-5 with two 
RBIs as the Padres overcame a 2–0 deficit to score a 4–2 win and move into a tie for the 
National League West lead — setting up Sunday’s finale before a capacity crowd of 53,270 
at Dodger Stadium. 

Tewksbury allowed three singles and no walks over seven innings. Veras allowed a hit and 
a walk as he continued the shutout through the 10th. 

Finley opened the 11th inning of the scoreless tie with a single up the middle against Park. 
Caminiti then grounded a single to right, putting Padres at first and third with no one out. 

Chris Gwynn then hit for Veras. 

Up until that moment, Chris Gwynn’s only season with the Padres — and final Major 
League season — hadn’t been memorable. As he approached the batter’s box in the 11th 
inning on Sept. 29, the 31-year-old outfielder was hitting .169 (15-for-89) and was 1-for-
10 in September after going 0-for-8 in August. 

But he drove Park’s third pitch through the gap in right center, easily scoring Finley and 
Caminiti. 

“For a lot of reasons, that felt good,” said Chris Gwynn, who like brother Tony played his 
college ball at San Diego State. “I really wanted to do something as a Padre. I finally did.” 

Unfortunately, the Padres dropped three straight games to St. Louis for a quick exit from 
the playoffs. 

_____________________________________________________________
______ 

Top 50 moments (in chronological order): 

1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 14, 1968) 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969) 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970) 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 1972) 

6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres 



  

 24 

7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974) 

8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the Padres owner 
(April 9, 1974) 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976) 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history (April 20, 1978) 

11. Padres host the 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978) 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979) 

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984) 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two losses in Chicago 
in 1984 National League Championship Series (Oct. 3, 1984) 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 National League 
Championship Series 

17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984) 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to N.L. Rookie of the 
Year season (1987) 

19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990) 

21. Padres host the 1992 All-Star Game (July 14, 1992) 

22. The fire sale (1992–1993) 

23. Tony Gwynn’s .394 during the strike-shortened 1994 season 

24.John Moores buys the Padres (Dec. 21, 1994) 

25. Ken Caminiti’s “Snickers Game” caps historic Padres-Mets series in Mexico (Aug. 16–
18, 1996) 

26.Padres win 1996 National League West title on Chris Gwynn’s two-run, 11th-inning, 
pinch-hit double in season finale at Dodger Stadium (Sept. 29, 1996) 
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Top 50 Individual Seasons 
№28 — Catcher Benito Santiago was sensational as a rookie in 1987 

Bill Center, FriarWire 

Catcher Benito Santiago played six full seasons with the Padres. 

None of the last five matched his first. 

In my opinion, Santiago’s National League Rookie of the Year campaign in 1987 is the 
28th-best individual season in the history of the Padres. 

It should be noted that he was the unanimous Rookie of the Year pick by the 24 National 
League voters. And he should have been. Toward the end of the 1987 season, the then 22-
year-old Santiago set two still-standing Major League records, as well as a Padres record 
that even Tony Gwynn couldn’t match. 

All three records stem from the same feat. 

From Aug. 25 though Oct. 2, 1987, Santiago hit in 34 straight games. The streak started 
with a three-run homer against the Montreal Expos at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium 
and was halted on Oct. 3 by the Dodgers’ Orel Hershiser. 

That remains the longest hitting streak in Padres history. The second longest is a 27-game 
hitting streak by catcher John Flaherty in 1996. Tony Gwynn’s longest hitting streak 
of 25 games during the 1983 season ranks third on the Padres’ all-time list. 

Not only does Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak remain the Padres record, it is: 

— The longest ever by a Major League catcher 

— The longest ever by a Major League rookie 

Santiago hit .346 (47-for-136) during the 34-game hitting streak with 12 doubles, a triple 
and five homers for a .551 slugging percentage. He scored 17 runs and had 19 RBIs. He 
had a .360 on-base percentage for a .911 OPS. 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/50-moments-santiagos-record-34-game-hitting-streak-capped-1987-rookie-of-the-year-season-ad4f5fd43b4
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Santiago hit .300 in 1987 — a figure he never matched in a full season over a Major League 
career that spanned two decades. He had 33 doubles, two triples, 18 homers and 79 RBIs. 
He had a .467 slugging percentage and a .791 OPS. He won the National League Silver 
Slugger Award at catcher. 

Santiago remains the only Padre ever to be named National League Rookie of the Year by 
the Baseball Writers’ Association of America. 

The bat wasn’t the only aspect of Santiago’s game that drew national attention. Santiago 
threw out would-be base stealers at second from his knees. Santiago would fire strikes to 
second without rising from his crouch. 

Santiago signed with the Padres as a 17-year-old out of high school in Puerto Rico. The 6-
foot-1, 180-pounder reached the Major Leagues at the end of the 1986 season as a 21-
year-old and was the Padres’ Opening Day starter on April 6, 1987. 

In six-plus seasons with the Padres, Santiago hit .264 in 789 games with a .298 on-base 
percentage and a .406 slugging percentage for .705 OPS. He had 124 doubles, five triples 
and 85 homers for 375 RBIs. He ranks ninth among the Padres all-time career leaders in 
homers. 

Santiago declared free agency in 1992 just after his sixth full season with the Padres and 
signed with the Marlins. He eventually played with nine teams in his Major League 
career. 

_____________________________________________________________
______ 

Top 50 Individual Seasons: 

28. C Benito Santiago (1987) 

29. RHP Andy Ashby (1998) 

30. 1B Ryan Klesko (2002) 

31. RF Tony Gwynn (1989) 

32. 1B Fred McGriff (1992) 



  

 27 

33. RHP Jake Peavy (2005) 

34. LHP Bruce Hurst (1989) 

35. RHP Trevor Hoffman (2006) 

36. 1B-C Gene Tenace (1979) 

37. CF Kevin McReynolds (1984) 

38. LHP Dave Roberts (1971) 

39. RHP Clay Kirby (1972) 

40. 1B Adrian Gonzalez (2010) 

41. 1B Phil Nevin (2004) 

42. RF Tony Gwynn (1995) 

43. RF Dave Winfield (1978) 

44. 2B Alan Wiggins (1984) 

45. RHP Andy Hawkins (1985) 

46. INF-OF Bip Roberts (1990) 

47. RHP Heath Bell (2010) 

48. RHP Trevor Hoffman (1999) 

49. RF Brian Giles (2005) 

50. 2B Mark Loretta (2003) 
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Harper, Machado chatter looms over 
Padres camp 
 
Associated Press, Staff 

PEORIA, Ariz. (AP) — Eric Hosmer knows what Bryce Harper and Manny Machado are 
dealing as spring training hits its stride. 

Hosmer was a free agent last offseason and signed with the Padres after spring training 
began. He said players need to be patient while researching a team before making a 
decision. 

The rebuilding Padres have made pitches to both Harper and Machado. 

 “I didn’t hear an offer until about mid-January last year,” Hosmer said Monday. “Those 
guys could be weighing out their options of what’s presented to them on the table. You 
just don’t know what’s happening. For me, it’s one of those things where I’ve learned to 
wait back and just wait for it to be official and read all the stuff afterward.” 

The Padres have a glaring hole at third base, where Machado could fit in. But they’ve also 
made a push for Harper, who would be an instant upgrade in right field and at the ticket 
office. 

“San Diego sells itself,” Hosmer said. “Either player, they are a generational talent. They 
are guys who have done so well at such a young age and have so much more left in the 
tank. I think it just shows where this organization is at and where we are at in the process 
right now. We are trying to win baseball games and those are two guys on the market 
that can probably help you do that better than anyone else out there. It’s exciting and 
motivating.” 

Hosmer signed a $144 million, eight-year deal, the largest contract in Padres history. 
Like Harper, he is represented by agent Scott Boas. 

Manager Andy Green is focused on the players who are in camp. 

“We’ll continue to move forward and see what happens,” Green said. “We’ll deal with the 
certainty of the guys we have out here, focus on them and focus on a position for us to 
win baseball games.” 

The Padres took a step back last year, losing 96 games and finishing last in the NL West. 
They haven’t had a winning season since 2010 or made the playoffs since 2006. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-hosmer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
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San Diego has what is considered the best farm system in baseball. Hosmer said he’s 
excited to see the young players develop to the point where they can help win at the big 
league level. 

“San Diego has been waiting long enough for a winning team and group of guys for about 
five, six years,” Hosmer said. “We feel strongly with the group that were prepped enough 
to be ready at that big league level.” 
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Spring Training 2019: Finally healthy, 
RHP Chris Paddack chasing spot in 
Padres’ rotation 
 
Associated Press, Staff 

PEORIA, Ariz. (AP) — Two seasons after Tommy John surgery interrupted his minor 
league career, Chris Paddack hopes he’s on the cusp of winning a job in the San 
Diego Padres‘ rotation. 

The 23-year-old seems to have as good a chance as anyone to win one of the final three 
spots with the rebuilding Padres, based on his drive and his impressive performance last 
season after returning from reconstructive elbow surgery. 

“I’d be lying if I didn’t say my goal is to make the starting rotation,” said Paddack, who 
is ranked No. 5 among the organization’s deep list of prospects. “Being a right-
hander in this organization, it’s wide open. I want to do everything I can mentally and 
physically to earn my spot. At the end of the day, your teammates and coaches are going 
to remember who you are as a person. I feel like that beats any reward, goal or 
accomplishment out there. That’s something that doesn’t collect dust.” 

Paddack, who is on the 40-man roster, is in his first camp with the big league club. 

Padres agree to one-year deal with LHP Aaron Loup 

“He’s an incredibly focused and driven guy,” manager Andy Green said. “He’s on a 
mission to win with us and to do?something special.?Those are 
outstanding?characteristics to have. I think everybody is really optimistic about his 
future.” 

An eight-round pick of the Miami Marlins in 2015, he was traded to San Diego in June 
2016 for Fernando Rodney. He tore his ulnar collateral ligament and had surgery in 
August of that season. 

While spending the 2017 season rehabbing from Tommy John surgery, Paddack 
connected with Padres left-hander Robbie Erlin, who also had undergone the surgery. 
Paddack said Erlin gave him confidence and encouragement. 

 “With being a young athlete, it was mentally hard for me,” Paddack said. “Being away 
from family and all these negative thoughts. Robbie had the surgery a little bit before me. 
We used 2017 to get to know one another — watching his work ethic and watching a guy 
who’s competed at the highest level going through the same injury and recovery as me.” 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chris-paddack-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663978#/career/R/pitching/2018/ALL
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663978#/career/R/pitching/2018/ALL
https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/aaron-loup-left-handed-pitcher-san-diego-padres-one-year-deal-021719
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-erlin-player-stats
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Erlin, who had 12 starts among his 39 appearances last season, also is in the mix for a job 
in the rotation. 

Paddack bounced back in 2018 by going a combined 7-3 with a 2.10 ERA and 120 
strikeouts at Class A Lake Elsinore and Double-A San Antonio. 

Nonetheless, Paddack says he “beat himself up” because of the inconstancies with his 
curveball. That’s what he wants to work on this spring as he competes with several others 
for a spot in the rotation headed by left-handers Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer, both of 
whom made their big league debuts last season. 

Padres GM, Manny Machado reportedly had sitdown in Miami 

“It’s not where I want it to be and I still have a ton of work to do. But I’m really excited to 
work with these older guys who have curveballs,” Paddack said. “Just picking their brain, 
asking questions, seeing what I need to work on and do some drills that they use or have 
used in the past. Just not overthinking it and taking it day by day. It will come with time. 

“This game is about learning something new every day, taking as much information as 
you can and I’m really excited to develop that third pitch. From the end of the season to 
now, it’s made a huge jump. Different drills and exercising this offseason, talking to 
veterans and watching pitchers on YouTube helped me visualize what I want my 
curveball to look like with the shape and spin.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/manny-machado-a-j-preller-san-diego-padres-general-manager-meeting-in-miami-021419
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Padres make big offer to free agent 
Manny Machado 
 
Bob Nightengale, USA TODAY 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Manny Machado, one of the biggest prizes on the free agent market, has 
finally received a contract proposal that may suit his demands. 

The San Diego Padres submitted an eight-year offer to Machado worth between $240 
million and $280 million – which is heavily deferred – two people with knowledge of the 
talks told USA TODAY Sports.  

The people spoke on the condition of anonymity because negotiations are ongoing 

Machado is also in talks with the Chicago White Sox and Philadelphia Phillies. 

The 26-year-old Machado hit .297 with 37 homers last season for the Baltimore Orioles 
and Los Angeles Dodgers, playing in 162 games with 145 starts at shortstop. 

Machado’s personal preference was to sign with the New York Yankees and met with the 
team in December, but there have been no negotiations between the sides in recent 
months. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.usatoday.com/staff/674/bob-nightengale/
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MLB hot stove: Padres have reportedly 
offered Manny Machado an eight-year 
deal worth at least $240 million 
 
CBSSports.com, Axisa 
 
It is Feb. 17 and finally the Manny Machado and Bryce Harper markets are beginning to 
heat up. Harper is believed to be heading toward a deal with the Philadelphia Phillies. No 
deal is done yet but all signs point to the Phillies being the frontrunners. 
As for Machado, the San Diego Padres have apparently stepped up with a big offer after 
GM A.J. Preller visited Harper in Miami last week. It's said to be an eight-year contract 
worth at least $240 million. 
 
The #Padres’ offer to Manny Machado is an 8-year deal worth at least $240 million,with 
money deferred, rival GMs have been informed this weekend. Still unknown whether he 
wants to go to SD. 
 
Some teams have been told the #Padres have offered as much as $280 million over 8 
years for Manny Machado, others told $240 million. 
 
MLB Network's Jon Heyman said the Padres made an offer to Harper as well, one that is 
possibly larger than their offer to Machado. It appears a deal with Machado is more likely 
than a deal with Harper at this point, however. 
The Padres signed Eric Hosmer to an eight-year deal worth $144 million last year and 
that is the largest contract in franchise history. Machado signing a $240 million deal 
would dwarf that. Only five players in history have signed a deal worth $240 million or 
more: 
 

1. Giancarlo Stanton: 13 years and $325 million 
2. Alex Rodriguez: 10 years and $275 million 
3. Alex Rodriguez: 10 years and $252 million 
4. Miguel Cabrera: 8 years and $248 million 
5. Albert Pujols: 10 years and $240 million   
6. Robinson Cano: 10 years and $240 million 
 

On one hand, it seems odd for a rebuilding team such as the Padres -- San Diego went 
66-96 last year and SportsLine projects a 67-95 record in 2019 -- to commit so much 
money to a free agent when they're not ready to contend. On the other hand, the Padres 
have a monster farm system and could contend sooner than you think. Machado would 
advance the rebuild considerably. 
Also, Machado is only 26 years old. He's young and he's immensely productive, and he'd 
fit in nicely with the youth movement. The opportunity to sign a player this good and this 
young doesn't come around often. Clearly the Padres recognize that and are trying to do 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765812/manny-machado
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765813/bryce-harper
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/bryce-harper-rumors-phillies-the-favorites-as-superstar-free-agent-closes-in-on-a-deal/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/SD/san-diego-padres/
https://twitter.com/BNightengale/status/1097314486770294784
https://twitter.com/BNightengale/status/1097314486770294784
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Padres?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Padres?src=hash
https://twitter.com/JonHeyman/status/1097300481217572864
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1669561/eric-hosmer
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1630093/giancarlo-stanton
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/288897/miguel-cabrera
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/223571/albert-pujols
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/532997/robinson-cano
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/standings/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/standings/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/five-reasons-why-the-timing-is-perfect-for-the-padres-to-swoop-in-and-sign-manny-machado/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/five-reasons-why-the-timing-is-perfect-for-the-padres-to-swoop-in-and-sign-manny-machado/
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what they can to sign Machado so they can build around him with that great farm 
system. Think of it as their version of the Nationals signing Jayson Werth. 
The Phillies, White Sox, and Yankees are the three teams that have most been connected 
to Machado this offseason. The Padres did always make sense as a mystery team, 
however. 

 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/WAS/washington-nationals/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/CHW/chicago-white-sox/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/NYY/new-york-yankees/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/what-mystery-team-is-reportedly-after-manny-machado-process-of-elimination-points-to-a-potential-breakout-club/
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