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Padres' playoff mentality 
pays off in another win over 
Phillies 
 
Kevin Acee 
 

It is August, not October. 

The Padres are in last place and will finish there. 

But what happens now is not about whatever the final scores of the season’s 

remaining 42 games might be nor how many losses the final standings list. 

“This is so when we need to do it next year on opening day, coming in, whatever the 

expectations are, it’s not like, ‘OK, now we go,’ ” catcher Austin Hedges said. 

“No. Now we go. Then when it’s time to do it, we’ve done it before.” 

With the understanding this most definitely is not the playoffs, it is important to 

understand why it is important to the Padres that the six victories in their past 10 

games — including Sunday’s 9-3 win over the formerly National League East-

leading Philadelphia Phillies — have come against teams positioned to be in the 

postseason. 

Let’s face it, that’s as close as the Padres are going to come — or have been for most of 

the past dozen years — to meaningful baseball played after April. 

At present, it’s all they have. They had to start somewhere. 

So when the going got rough, the Padres got delusional. And they went from playing 

bad to playing good. 

They approached their seven-game road trip to play the Cubs and Brewers as if it 

were a playoff series. Actually said it out loud. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-east-ORSPT00000156-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/philadelphia-phillies-ORSPT000216-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
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“Let’s treat this like a playoff series.” 

Lo and behold, the team that went 5-20 in July began August by winning four of 

seven. Champions of the Midwest, they were. 

Then they came home and knocked the Phillies off their first-place perch by taking 

two of three. 

Sunday was the eighth time in their past 10 games the Padres scored four or more 

runs. They had not done that eight times in any 10-game stretch all season. The “Last 

10” column across from their name in Monday morning’s standings will read 6-4. 

From June 20 through Aug. 9, that column never showed better than 4-6. 

“Guys are seeing if they have focus on today … they can go out and beat anybody,” 

manager Andy Green said before the middle game of this series. “We want them to 

take that confidence from the road trip and carry it on the rest of the season.” 

The Padres played Sunday like a team that believes it can win, not only playing well 

but overcoming their gaffes. 

“That’s the definition of winning baseball,” Travis Jankowski said. “That’s what the 

good teams do. When bad things happen they don’t let it ruin the game. They get over 

it and push it to the side and let good things overtake bad things. Today wasn’t the 

cleanest game we’ve played, not the best game we’ve played. But we put up nine runs 

and held them to three. That’s the sign of a good team – when you don’t play your 

best game and still have a good game.” 

It’s something the Padres didn’t do a lot the first four months of the season. It’s 

something veterans Eric Hosmer and Freddy Galvis, among others, have preached 

since the spring. It’s something that was addressed in no uncertain terms in a 

meeting at Wrigley Field before the first game of the last trip. 

It finally took hold. 

Foremost on Sunday, rookie Joey Lucchesi (6-6) got past his early wildness to spread 

two hits and three walks over six scoreless innings. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Galvis’ first career grand slam, in the fourth inning, was certainly the game’s big blow. 

But there was plenty of the type of manufacturing the Padres have to do and have not 

done enough. 

Jankowski singled twice, walked twice, stole four bases and scored three runs, most 

by a Padres player since 2012. The Padres’ six total steals were their most in a game 

since 2011. 

After committing two errors to help the Phillies to three runs in the top of the eighth, 

which trimmed their lead to 6-3, the Padres scored three runs in the bottom of the 

ninth on Galvis’ single, Christian Villanueva’s walk, a sacrifice bunt by Cory 

Spangenberg, sacrifice fly by A.J. Ellis, an RBI grounder by Hosmer and help from an 

error. 

The Padres also ran themselves out of a promising second inning. With the bases 

loaded and one out, Hedges misread a tricky passed ball and got caught in a rundown 

between third base and home plate in the middle of Lucchesi’s at-bat, which would 

end with a strikeout. 

The next time they loaded the bases, with two outs in the third, Galvis sent a 2-2 

sinker from Jake Arrieta (9-7) over the wall in center field. 

Left fielder Hunter Renfroe ran in on a line drive on which he should have retreated, 

chased down the ball and threw out the runner at second base for the first out of the 

fifth. 

“It’s good to watch guys, when mistakes are made, put them behind them and go have 

a good rest of the game,” Green said. “That’s definitely what happened today.” 

It’s what winning teams do more often than not, which is what the Padres are trying 

to become. 

Not so much for now as for later. 

The remaining quarter of this season is about more than wins and losses for a team 

that is 48-72 and 18 games back in the NL West. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
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“We have to take these weeks we have left and try to know who we are and how we 

play,” Galvis said. “If we can do it right now, it can be better for next year.” 

There is no point in merely playing for victories. And there will likely be plenty of 

defeats. 

The Padres plan to roll out four rookie starting pitchers with frequency – and possibly 

with more to come. 

This isn’t about carrying any supposed momentum based on victories into next 

season but carrying the strength of confidence and experience of playing winning 

baseball into 2019 and beyond. 

To that end, what continued on Sunday was important. 
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Padres notes: Lucchesi gets 
it done; Jankowski speeds it 
up; Galvis slams 

Kevin Acee 

If Joey Lucchesi pitches a dozen or so years in the big leagues, it will be in large part 

because of outings like Sunday. 

“He had no fastball, and his churve was brutal,” catcher Austin Hedges said. “He fell 

behind. But whenever he fell behind, he just decided to nut up and make a pitch. I 

was like, ‘Dude, that is it.’ ” 

Luchessi was sailing pitches and bouncing pitches and seemed to make excellent 

pitches mostly only when he absolutely needed to. 

Yet, demonstrating a guile and gumption that belied his 25 years, the lefty threw six 

shutout innings for the first time in his career, spreading out two hits and three walks 

to get the Padres started in a 9-3 victory over the Phillies. 

“He got the job done,” manager Andy Green said. “It was six good innings. … It was a 

straight-out battle. That’s a great sign – to see a guy who is not necessarily all over it, 

having everything he’s used to having, still going through a first-place lineup and 

giving you six scoreless innings. That’s probably more impressive than having his 

stuff.” 

Lucchesi (6-6) had not gone six innings since April – a span of 13 starts interrupted 

by a five-week stay on the disabled list due to a groin strain. 

It appeared early Sunday he might have trouble getting through four or five innings 

just due to his taking 39 pitches to get through two. 

Even then, though, there were signs of why he was surviving. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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He was clearly not feeling his churve and had hardly thrown it among the first 22 

pitches of the first inning. But he ended the inning by throwing two churves in a row 

to complete a strikeout of Phillies clean-up hitter Carlos Santana after falling behind 

3-1. 

“Definitely working around it and getting outs,” said Lucchesi, who threw 55 pitches 

over the final five innings. “… Just mentally getting stronger and learning to place my 

pitches in better spots.” 

Speed thrills 

Travis Jankowski does not have the power that Hunter Renfroe and Franmil Reyes 

bring to the outfield competition. 

What Jankowski does have is a unique set of skills that can earn him a spot on a 

winning team. Where Renfroe and Reyes is almost certainly Renfroe or Reyes, 

Jankowski gives the Padres what neither of the big hitters can. 

He plays all three outfield positions and played two of them Sunday. He runs the 

bases like no one else on the team, and that helped him to a career-high four steals 

and to two of the three runs he scored Sunday. He also has instincts in the outfield 

better than any teammate, and that plus his speed helped him chase down two balls 

that had a high probability of being hits when they left the bat on Sunday. 

“Today was one of the first games I felt I was putting that pressure on and actually 

doing what I was capable of,” Jankowski said. “It’s been a while since I’ve done that. 

It’s good to get back in that rhythm and hopefully I can …. finish this season out 

strongly.” 

Jankowski’s four steals were the most by a Padres player since Everth Cabrera had 

four on Sept. 30, 2012 and gave him 19 for the season. 

His humble self-assessment aside, Jankowski is 11-for-26 with four walks in his past 

11 games and his .340 on-base percentage in 298 plate appearances this season is 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-santana-PESPT000010406-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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tops on the team outside of back-up catcher A.J. Ellis’ .396 mark (in just 152 plate 

appearances). 

Getting his Phils 

Freddy Galvis was 2-for-4 and hit his first career grand slam Sunday to finish the 

season 10-for-22 with nine RBIs against the Phillies, with whom he signed as a 16-

year-old out of Venezuela and played the past six seasons in the majors. 

“He really swings the bat well against his old team,” Green said. “I’m sure there’s 

added motivation.” 

Said Galvis: “Nah. It’s like beating another regular team . I just like to play baseball 

and win. It’s nice to see them, but besides that I treat those guys like another team. 

Nothing special.” 

Maybe both are right. 

Galvis’ 33 RBIs lead the team since June 1, and he is batting .237/.310/.526 in 

August. The average is equal to his season mark, but the on-base percentage is 14 

points higher and the slugging percentage 171 points higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html


  

 9 

Wil Myers feels 'pretty 
normal' at third base in 
rehab game 

Jeff Sanders 

Wil Myers can no longer play coy. He actually played third base Sunday evening. 

In an actual game. 

For six innings for high Single-A Lake Elsinore, to be exact, perhaps his only game 

tune-up before the experiment moves to the major league level. 

It was largely uneventful outside these two fourth-inning plays: Myers called off the 

catcher while running in to haul in a pop-up on the infield and cleanly fielded a ball 

bounced right to him before an easy throw across the diamond fetched the inning’s 

third out. 

“The thing I liked is I didn’t feel nervous in there,” said Myers, who went 0-for-3 at 

the plate and will be activated from the disabled list (bone bruise on foot) before 

Monday’s game against the Angels. “I felt pretty normal – just the other side of first 

base. The one ball that got on me I made the play. The thing I wanted to do is make 

sure I’m ready when the ball is in the hitting zone and let whatever happens happen. 

I’m looking forward to playing there again – if that happens in the big leagues at 

some point. 

“I felt good today. If that opportunity arises, I’d be ready to go.” 

Chances are, that opportunity will arise sooner rather than later. 

For that reason, Myers’ six innings at third base at San Manuel Stadium allowed him 

to at least work through how he readies himself for each pitch. His stance on Sunday 

evolved from a small hop into position as right-hander Bryan Mitchell (5 IP, 1 ER, 8 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Ks) delivered the pitch in the early innings to slowly walking himself into position 

toward the end of his evening. 

Between pitches, Myers made sure to look at where his feet ended up. 

“It's one of those things that you want to find what works for you,” Myers said. “I was 

getting a little wide and I want to be a little narrower. I was trying to get as close as I 

could to my base-stealing stance. I was trying to get a little more narrow to go left to 

right a little better.” 

Not that Myers got a chance to do much of that outside the grounders that Storm 

manager Edwin Rodriguez slapped him before batting practice. 

He mostly fielded those cleanly. 

Only one throw – after charging and throwing on the run – was noticeably off line. 

Of course, Myers isn’t concerned with the physical side of the position as he is the 

intricacies he last practiced when he last played third base regularly – 15 times in the 

high minors in 2012 with the Royals. 

Where to be on cutoff throws. 

Bunt plays. 

Positioning himself in right field on shifts. 

Et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. 

“It's not necessarily the ground balls I'm worried about it,” Myers said. “It's just going 

to take some time to get used to that other stuff.” 

Toward that end, he and Rene Rivera, rehabbing an injury with the Angels’ Cal 

League affiliate, shared a laugh before Rivera’s first-inning at-bat when the Padres’ 

former catcher feigned like he might bunt. 

The 35-year-old Rivera was in the three-team trade that fetched Myers from 

the Rays as a would-be center fielder. Myers was moved to first base by the end of the 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/edwin-rodriguez-PESPT0000011525-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tampa-bay-rays-ORSPT000221-topic.html
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2015 season, was shifted back to the corner outfield spot this year when the Padres 

signed Eric Hosmer and is now attempting to become playable a third base. 

“I actually told the third base coach to let me know if they were bunting so I could be 

ready – just as a joke,” Myers said. “I was hoping for a little more action today, but it 

is what it is.” 

And what is this? 

Admittedly, can’t say for sure – when he’ll play third, how often he’ll play there or 

what will come of it – other than an opportunity to add a bit more versatility to the 

Padres’ lineup. 

He’s currently one of four right-handed-hitting outfielders on the Padres roster 

(Manuel Margot, Hunter Renfroe and Franmil Reyes), all of them under team control 

through at least the next four seasons. 

Fernando Tatis is the long-term answer (hope) at shortstop, Luis Urias is the same at 

second base and Hosmer’s contract will keep him in San Diego through at least 2022. 

At third base, the best homegrown option – Hudson Potts – is three games into his 

promotion to Double-A San Antonio and won’t turn 20 until Oct. 28. San Diego 

State’s Ty France turned a career year at Double-A San Antonio (17 HRs) into a 

promotion to Triple-A El Paso this week, but is one of several difficult Rule-5 

decisions awaiting the front office this offseason. 

Hence Myers’ forthcoming audition at third base, an experiment that figures to evolve 

as he re-acclimates to a position he played growing up. 

“I want the Padres to have the option in the fifth, sixth or seventh inning or later to 

have the ability to move me and give them the flexibility to get the right bat in the 

lineup at any time,” Myers said. “It adds value to the team as well.” 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Minors Cal Quantrill strong 
again for El Paso 
 
Jeff Sanders 

One thing is clear the final seven weeks of the major league season: There will be 

opportunities for minor leaguers to seize starts. 

And Cal Quantrill is pitching like he wants one. 

The 23-year-old right-hander struck out six over six strong innings, helping Triple-A 

El Paso secure a 4-1 win on Sunday afternoon at Sacramento. 

Quantrill allowed one run on six hits and a walk, lowering his ERA to 2.25 through his 

first two starts in the Pacific Coast League. He threw 56 of his 84 pitches for strikes in 

Sunday’s start and has 10 strikeouts against one walk in his first 12 innings since a 

promotion from Double-A San Antonio, where Quantrill was 6-5 with a disappointing 

5.15 ERA in 117 innings. 

Quantrill is ranked No. 10 in the system by MLB.com. 

Right-hander Eric Yardley (3-0, 5.66) struck out one over two scoreless innings to 

earn the win and right-hander Rowan Wick (2.00) recorded his fifth save with a 

scoreless ninth. 

Forrestt Allday drove in two runs on two hits and Shane Peterson (.270) went 2-

for-4 with a double and a run scored. 

Second baseman Luis Urias (.269) went 1-for-5 with a run and C Francisco 

Mejia(.283) went 1-for-4. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (24-26, 58-
62) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_12_elpaaa_srcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_12_elpaaa_srcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Inland Empire 2, Storm 1 (10): RHP Bryan Mitchell (3.86) struck out eight 

and allowed a run on three hits and a walk in five innings in the rehab start. 

Mitchell also hit a batter. 1B Brad Zunica (.247) hit his 16th homer and 

CF Nate Easley(.264) and LF Rod Boykin (.197) each had two hits. Wil 

Myers went 0-for-3 in a rehab start and a played six innings at third base (read 

that report here). 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (22-26, 54-63) 

• TinCaps 5, West Michigan 2: RHP Luis Patino (5-3, 2.39) struck out a career-

high nine batters and allowed only one run on eight hits and two walks in five 

innings in the win. Patino reportedly touched 99 mph in the start. RHP Dylan 

Coleman (0.71) saved his first game with two strikeouts in a scoreless ninth. 

2B Esteury Ruiz (.245) went 1-for-4 with an RBI and two steals (39) and 

CF Jeisson Rosario (.278), DH Kelvin Melean (.290), 3B Owen 

Miller (.409) and RF Jack Suwinski (.225) each had two hits. Rosario 

swiped his 17th base. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (2-5, 24-31) 

• Hillsboro 8, Dust Devils 5: RHP Wen-Hua Sung (0-3, 11.77) allowed six runs 

in two-thirds of an inning in relief after RHP Adrian Martinez (6.42) turned 

in five shutout innings. SS Xavier Edwards (.167) went 1-for-3 with two 

walks, two runs and his first steal and 2B Tucupita Marcano (.313) went 3-

for-5 with a triple, two runs and a run scored. DH Michael Curry (.23-) and 

3B Elvis Sabala (.125) each had two hits. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (19-24) / PADRES 2 (22-
20) 

• Padres2 5, Padres1 2: LHP Trent Shelton (3-1, 2.81) struck out five and allowed 

a run on three hits and no walks in 4 2/3 innings in relief for the win. RF Yordi 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_12_lesafa_inlafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-wil-myers-third-base-with-storm-20180812-story.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_12_wmiafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_12_hilasx_triasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_12_sdprok_pdrrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Francisco (.277) went 2-for-4, doubled, hit his second homer and drove in three 

runs. RF Agustin Ruiz (.265) and C Gilberto Vizcarra (.140) each had two hits. 

Transactions 

• RHP Carter Capps was transferred from Lake Elsinore to El Paso as 

RHP Jonathan Aro hit the seven-day disabled list. Capps had a 5.73 ERA in 

22 innings in Lake Elsinore’s bullpen (20 strikeouts, eight walks). 

• RHP Kazuhisa Makita was recalled by San Diego as RHP Walker 

Lockett was optioned to El Paso. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carter-capps-PESPTF00129-topic.html


  

 15 

Padres' gamble on Reyes pays dividends 

Unprotected in Rule 5 Draft, OF now figures into long-term plans 
 

By AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Franmil Reyes remembers that November night vividly. He knew the situation. 
He knew the Padres needed to add him to the 40-man roster by 8 that night, or his fate with the 
organization -- the only one he'd ever played for -- would be at the mercy of the Rule 5 Draft. 

So Reyes, in his childhood bedroom, waited for the phone call that would tell him he'd been 
added to the San Diego roster. It never came. 

Despite having led all Padres Minor Leaguers with 26 homers last season, Reyes was exposed 
in the Rule 5 Draft. Two weeks later, he was unselected. 

"When the Padres didn't protect me, it was: 'I'm not going to let them know that I'm feeling 
down,'" Reyes said. "I'm going to give my 100 percent, and I know I'm going to make the Majors 
this year. So I worked hard. And here I am." 

Here he is, suddenly factoring prominently into the Padres' long-term outfield plans. At 23, 
Reyes has exceeded all expectations this season. He tore through Triple-A before earning a 
promotion to the Majors (and the 40-man roster) in May. 

His debut came with some growing pains, and his average slumped to .182 at the end of May. 
But Reyes has worked out some kinks in his swing. Since his July 11 recall, he's hitting 
.324/.395/.647 (with a brief spell back in the Minors before Wil Myers' injury). 

Lately, Reyes has been the type of young hitter that 29 other clubs could use in the middle of 
their order. And 29 other clubs had their chance to take him in December. 

"There were a lot of people here who believed in him," said Padres manager Andy Green. "But 
you have 40 spots. You make 40 tough decisions. Some guys are just on the periphery of that. 
Sometimes it comes down to, 'Hey, do we think somebody's going to take this guy? No. But do 
we think somebody's going to take this other guy?' That doesn't mean that we necessarily value 
somebody over somebody else." 

To hear the Padres tell it, their decision to leave Reyes unprotected was a calculated risk. 
Earlier that month, Reyes underwent minor hand surgery. They thought that might dissuade 
teams from selecting him. His shoddy defense probably had the same effect. 

The gamble paid off. But make no mistake: It was a gamble. The Padres almost certainly 
wouldn't have made it had they foreseen this much success this quickly for Reyes. 

"He has stepped up and taken another huge step in his development this year," Green said. 
"There's no doubt about that. What he did in El Paso, it's off the charts. And what he's done 
here has been really special, too." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
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Reyes is a massive human with massive power. His plate approach is already very refined. It's 
easy to forget he's only 23 years old. 

Reyes' emergence was at least partly responsible for the club's decision to experiment with 
Myers at third base. That experiment says the team is more confident in its long-term corner-
outfield options than those for third base. Reyes is an important piece in that mix, 
alongside Hunter Renfroe, Travis Jankowski and Franchy Cordero. 

No question, the Padres have been impressed by the results. They've been just as impressed 
by the mental side of Reyes' game. Upon his most recent demotion, Reyes watched old videos 
of his swings and compared them to his current one. He noticed he'd inadvertently increased his 
leg kick and the length of his swing. 

"When I was in Triple-A, everything was quiet, and I was good," Reyes said. "When I got here, 
maybe there was something in me that was trying to show the people, trying to show the fans, 
the power I have. I tried too much. It was about trying to slow down my game a little bit and be 
quieter, react." 

It's paid dividends. Reyes is going to play at least semi-regularly down the stretch, with Myers 
poised to see time at third. It'll be up to Reyes to sustain that success and state his case for the 
future right-field job. 

"He's definitely played his way into the mix," Green said. "He's got more work to do out in front 
of him. But he has done a lot to draw everybody's attention to his ability." 

Noteworthy 

• The Padres optioned right-hander Walker Lockett to Triple-A El Paso, a day after he was 
roughed up for five runs in 4 1/3 innings. Lockett owns a 9.60 ERA in four appearances this 
season. The move means San Diego will revert to its five-man rotation. 

• In Lockett's place, the Padres recalled righty reliever Kazuhisa Makita, who has been 
excellent at Triple-A, but has struggled in the Majors this season. In 23 appearances for the 
Padres, Makita has a 7.09 ERA. 

• Eric Lauer threw his first bullpen session since he was placed on the disabled list with left 
forearm tightness last month. The Padres remain optimistic Lauer could return to the rotation in 
August. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/wil-myers-to-play-3b-in-rehab-assignment/c-289899378
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/wil-myers-to-play-3b-in-rehab-assignment/c-289899378
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/621141/walker-lockett
http://m.mlb.com/player/628318/kazuhisa-makita
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer


  

 17 

Galvis lifts SD with grand slam vs. former club 

Lucchesi goes six scoreless as Padres take series from Phillies 
 

By AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Freddy Galvis spent the first six years of his career playing shortstop for the 
Phillies. He's spent a chunk of his seventh season ripping their pitching staff to shreds. 

Galvis continued to torment his former club on Sunday, swatting his first career grand slam and 
sending San Diego to a 9-3 victory at Petco Park. In 22 at-bats against Philadelphia this season, 
Galvis has 10 hits and nine RBIs. Yet, he insists the success isn't any sweeter against his old 
team. 

"I just treat those guys like any other team and play hard," Galvis said after his 2-for-4 showing 
in the series finale. 

But he spent 12 professional seasons in the Phillies organization, after all. That would seem to 
be easier said than done, right? 

"I guess I'm just a pro," Galvis quipped. 

His third-inning slam was more than enough support for a crisp Joey Lucchesi, who worked six 
scoreless frames, allowing only two hits while striking out six. Lucchesi has been sharp recently, 
but he's had trouble working deep into games. Sunday marked his first six-inning effort since 
April. 

Lucchesi never ran into serious trouble along the way. Phillies starter Jake Arrieta, meanwhile, 
found himself with all sorts of traffic on the bases. In the third, the Padres capitalized. Travis 
Jankowskiopened the frame with a single, and Eric Hosmer followed suit. After a two-out walk 
to Austin Hedges, Arrieta grooved a 2-2 fastball, and Galvis launched it to straightaway center 
field for his eighth homer of the season. 

"Freddy's a professional hitter," Arrieta said. "Even though he's not necessarily having the 
offensive year he would like, he's still got some ability. He waited me out. I threw him a couple 
good changeups he took for strikes, then he put a good swing on a fastball." 

Galvis, who is in the final year of his contract, was traded to San Diego in December in 
exchange for pitching prospect Enyel De Los Santos. In three appearances for the Phillies, De 
Los Santos has a 6.00 ERA, though he's been excellent for Triple-A Lehigh Valley. 

The merits of that trade have been cause for much debate on both sides. The Phillies could 
certainly use some help at shortstop as they make a push for their first division title since 2011. 
The Padres, meanwhile, aren't contending this year, and they gave up an interesting prospect in 
De Los Santos. Galvis is essentially a rental, though the Padres have serious interest in bringing 
him back next season. 

"We love Freddy, love him in a Padres uniform," said manager Andy Green. "All of that stuff will 
take care of itself in due time. But as a manager, I absolutely love having him on the club." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/453562/jake-arrieta
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/660853/enyel-de-los-santos
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On Sunday, at least, the Padres emerged victorious in the deal. They have won consecutive 
series for the first time since early June, and their six wins in August have already exceeded 
their five July victories. 

It wasn't always pretty on Sunday. The Padres allowed three runs in an eighth inning in which 
they committed two errors. But they responded quickly with three of their own in the bottom of 
the frame. 

"That's the definition of winning baseball," Jankowski said. "That's what the good teams do." 

MAN OF STEAL 
Jankowski hasn't gotten much recognition lately in a crowded Padres outfield, where Hunter 
Renfroeand Franmil Reyes have put their otherworldly power on full display. Jankowski's 
skillset is the polar opposite -- and he showed it off Sunday. 

The speedy leadoff man reached base four times. He singled and stole second in the first. He 
did the same in the third. Then in the seventh, he walked and swiped both second base and 
third base. Jankowski, who also walked in the eighth, became the eighth Padre in history to 
notch four steals in a game and the first since Everth Cabrera did so in September 2012, 
against the Giants. 
 
"It's honestly a math thing," Green said. "With Arrieta's break time and his speed, it just adds up 
in our favor. [Jankowski's] literally just running. He doesn't have to think much, just take off and 
run." 

Jankowski was also excellent in center field, making two impressive catches at the wall in the 
fourth inning. He made a leaping catch on a deep drive from Carlos Santana. Then, he ranged 
96 feet in 5.1 seconds to track down a deep drive from Asdrubal Cabrera. According 
to Statcast™, it was a four-star catch with a catch probability of 43 percent. 

SOUND SMART 
The Padres stole six bases, marking the first time they've done so as a club since April 8, 2011, 
against the Dodgers. Along with Jankowski, Galvis and Cory Spangenberg swiped a bag 
apiece. 

HE SAID IT 
"You can't tell me that guy doesn't have aches and pains. But he's out there busting his butt, 
working every day, doing things that a lot of guys aren't. He's a great leader, great leader by 
example, and he's also not afraid to get vocal at times. He'll let us know if he doesn't think we're 
doing things right. At the end of the day, that's one of the best teammates I've played with." -
- Jankowski, on Galvis 

UP NEXT 
Clayton Richard spent most of the season as a reliable innings-eater for the Padres. But that's 
tailed off lately, and Richard has pitched more than six innings just once in the last two months, 
as his ERA has ballooned to 5.13. The veteran left-hander looks to get back on track Monday as 
the Angels make a rare trip down Interstate 5 to Petco Park. First pitch is slated for 7:10 p.m. 
PT. The Angels counter with Andrew Heaney (7-7, 3.96 ERA). 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/465784/everth-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/467793/carlos-santana
http://m.mlb.com/player/452678/asdrubal-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
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Quantrill posts another strong start for El 
Paso 

By Manny Randhawa 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on 
Sunday. 

Mets No. 2 prospect Peter Alonso, the No. 63 prospect in baseball per MLB Pipeline, added to 
his prodigious power numbers on Sunday with another home run -- his 29th of the season 
between Double-A Binghamton and Triple-A Las Vegas -- and a pair of RBIs to bring his total to 
105, the most of any player in the Minor or Major Leagues, in a 3-1 win over Reno. 

The 23-year-old first baseman has homered in five of his last seven games for Las Vegas, and 
is hitting .260 with a .931 OPS in 47 Triple-A games. He slashed .314/.440/.573 with 15 homers 
in 65 Double-A games before being promoted. 

Other top prospect performances on Sunday: 

• A trio of D-backs prospects had big games Sunday. Jasrado Chisholm (No. 2) and Pavin 
Smith (No. 4) each shined in Class A Advanced Visalia's 7-3 victory over Modesto, while No. 6 
prospect Alek Thomas continued his hot streak at the plate for Rookie level Missoula in its 9-6 
win over Orem. 

Chisholm went 3-for-4 with a double and a three-run homer, his sixth of the season. The 20-
year-old shortstop is 9-for-18 with a pair of homers over his last four games, and is slashing 
.349/.393/.639 in 20 games since his promotion from Class A Kane County. In the same game, 
Smith also went 3-for-4 with a double and three RBIs. The first baseman is hitting .245/.340/.379 
with 10 homers in 103 games this season. 

Thomas went 2-for-3 with a solo home run and two walks out of the leadoff spot for Missoula. 
The second-round selection in this year's MLB Draft is hitting .421 (16-for-38) with three doubles 
and two homers in nine Pioneer League games. 

• Dodgers No. 1 prospect Alex Verdugo, the No. 28 prospect overall, went 3-for-5 with two 
doubles, a homer and two RBIs in Triple-A Oklahoma City's 9-0 victory over Memphis. He's 
hitting .346/.395/.500 with nine home runs in 76 Triple-A games this year. 

• Yordan Alvarez, the Astros' No. 3 prospect and the No. 41 prospect overall, belted a solo 
home run as part of a 2-for-3 performance in Triple-A Fresno's 9-4 win over Albuquerque. Since 
being promoted from Double-A Corpus Christi, the 21-year-old outfielder is slashing 
.240/.342/.462 with seven homers in 30 games. 
 
Meanwhile, another Houston prospect, Alex McKenna (No. 30), went 4-for-5 with a pair of 
doubles and an RBI in Class A (Short Season) Tri-City's 7-3 win over Vermont, improving his 
line to .328/.423/.534 with five homers in 32 games after being selected in the fourth round of 
this year's Draft. 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/news/prospects/index.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mlb
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=la
http://m.mlb.com/player/657077/alex-verdugo
http://m.mlb.com/player/670541/yordan-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
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• Right-hander Jefry Rodriguez, the Nationals' No. 11 prospect, was dominant over six 
innings in Triple-A Syracuse's 8-1 victory over Gwinnett. He yielded a run on six hits, walking 
two and striking out 11. The performance lowered his season ERA to 3.40 in 19 starts between 
Double-A Harrisburg (13) and Syracuse (six). 

• A pair of Red Sox prospects turned in strong performances in Double-A Portland's 6-2 victory 
over Akron. Boston's No. 1 prospect (and No. 99 overall), Michael Chavis, doubled and drove 
in three as part of a 2-for-3 afternoon, while No. 6 prospect Bobby Dalbec doubled, homered 
and drove in three runs of his own while going 2-for-4. 

Chavis, a first baseman, is hitting .309/.404/.556 with five homers in 22 Double-A games. 
Dalbec, a third baseman, has been red hot in nine games for Portland since being promoted 
from Class A Advanced Salem (.256/.372/.573, 26 homers), batting .364 with five homers. 

• Padres No. 10 prospect Cal Quantrill tossed six strong innings in Triple-A El Paso's 4-1 win 
at Sacramento, giving up a run on six hits, walking one and fanning six. The No. 8 overall 
selection in the 2016 Draft has given up three runs in 12 Triple-A innings since his promotion 
from Double-A San Antonio. 

• Left-hander Cole Irvin, the Phillies' No. 10 prospect, blanked Louisville for seven innings in 
Triple-A Lehigh Valley's 4-0 victory. He surrendered just three hits, walked three and struck out 
two. In 23 starts for Lehigh Valley this season, he owns a 2.85 ERA. 

• Patrick Mazeika, the Mets' No. 28 prospect, went 3-for-3 with his seventh home run of the 
season during Double-A Binghamton's 8-5 loss to Reading. The catcher is hitting .218/.322/.342 
in 72 games this season. 

• Athletics No. 27 prospect Parker Dunshee gave Double-A Midland 7 1/3 scoreless frames in 
its 2-0 victory over Arkansas. The right-hander has turned in scoreless performances in three of 
his last four outings, lowering his season ERA to 2.51 in 21 appearances (19 starts) between 
Class A Advanced Stockton and Midland (nine starts). 
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http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
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Each team's jersey number likely to be 
retired next 

By Will Leitch 

Over the weekend, the Giants retired the No. 25 worn by Barry Bonds and the Tigers retired 
Jack Morris' No. 47. Bonds became the 12th Giant and Morris the seventh Tiger so honored 
(along with Jackie Robinson's No. 42 for both teams, of course). Bonds played for the Giants for 
15 seasons and Morris pitched for the Tigers for 14 years and was just inducted into the Hall of 
Fame: It was a no-brainer for the Tigers once he was in. 

This whole exercise got us thinking: Which active players might end up with their own jerseys 
retired? Who potentially has that immortality in their future? Thus, this week at The Thirty, in 
honor of Bonds and Morris, we take a look at the most likely active player to someday have their 
number retired for every team. Note the wording there, by the way: The player has to be active, 
but he does not have to be actively playing for the team that will retire his number at this specific 
moment. 

Now, some of these teams have a rule that they won't retire anyone's number who wasn't 
elected to the Hall of Fame. In this case, if there is no obvious Hall of Fame candidate, when 
necessary, we'll pick the player most likely to be inducted into the team's Hall of Fame. But the 
general principle remains: Who's the active player most likely to go down in history for each 
specific franchise? Here's our list. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE EAST 
 
Blue Jays 
19: Jose Bautista  
This is probably the last year for Bautista, who is peddling his wares for the Mets, his second 
team this season. This jersey retirement probably won't end up happening, so they may just 
have to do a statue of his bat flip. 

Orioles 
10: Adam Jones  
Jones may be traded in August, but he'll be forever an Oriole. He's Captain America for crying 
out loud. 
 
Rays 
3: Evan Longoria  
He's the best player in franchise history by a wide, wide margin. 
 
Red Sox 
15: Dustin Pedroia  
Pedroia is already one of the franchise's 10 best players by WAR (per Baseball Reference) in 
history, and if he ever gets healthy again, he'll pass David Ortiz (whose No. 34 is already 
retired) in a matter of weeks. Also, those two World Series championships don't hurt. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/430832/jose-bautista
http://m.mlb.com/player/430945/adam-jones
http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
http://m.mlb.com/player/456030/dustin-pedroia
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/wins-above-replacement
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Yankees 
99: Aaron Judge  
It's obviously early, but it's not like anyone else is clamoring for the number. 

AL CENTRAL 
 
Indians 
12: Francisco Lindor  
This is a tough call: Corey Kluber (28) is right there, too, but Lindor could be here for decades 
to come as a franchise icon. 

Royals 
13: Salvador Perez  
Anybody else get the feeling that come 2028 we're going to be having the same Hall of Fame 
arguments about Perez that we're having about Yadier Molina right now? 

Tigers 
24: Miguel Cabrera  
Cabrera will end up having been a Tiger for 16 years by the time his contract is over … and 
heck, maybe even longer. 

Twins 
7: Joe Mauer  
Remember, Kent Hrbek has a statue outside Target Field. If he has a statue, they should 
probably just name the stadium after Mauer. 

White Sox 
49: Chris Sale  
Probably pushing it here, but if he ends up spending longer than seven years -- the amount of 
time he spent with the White Sox -- with any other team, we'll be surprised. 

AL WEST 
 
Angels 
27: Mike Trout  
Sorry, Vlad. 

Astros 
27: Jose Altuve  
The jersey might be retired before the player is. 

Athletics 
26: Matt Chapman  
Without question the toughest call on the board, but we'll just imagine a theoretical future where 
he turns into Brooks Robinson and plays with the A's for the next 15 years. 
 
Mariners 
51: Ichiro Suzuki  
He's not technically retired yet, remember. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592450/aaron-judge
http://m.mlb.com/player/596019/francisco-lindor
http://m.mlb.com/player/446372/corey-kluber
http://m.mlb.com/player/521692/salvador-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/425877/yadier-molina
http://m.mlb.com/player/408234/miguel-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/408045/joe-mauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/519242/chris-sale
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/514888/jose-altuve
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/400085/ichiro-suzuki
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Rangers 
29: Adrian Beltre  
If only he could have won one of those World Series… 

NATIONAL LEAGUE EAST 
 
Braves 
5: Freddie Freeman  
He's still only 28 years old. The guy the Braves didn't trade years ago may end up being an 
Atlanta lifer … and perhaps someday a champion. 

Marlins 
27: Giancarlo Stanton  
He's the Marlins' all-time leader in bWAR, by a significant margin. But by the time he retires, will 
anyone remember he ever played here? 

Mets 
5: David Wright  
Oh, what could have been. 
 
Nationals 
31: Max Scherzer  
He's under contract with the Nationals through 2021, which gives him a lot of time to win some 
more Cy Young Awards. 

Phillies 
26: Chase Utley  
We've got five years to debate his Hall of Fame case. OK, probably 10, at least. 

NL CENTRAL 
 
Brewers 
8: Ryan Braun  
Is this crazy? This is probably crazy. But we might feel a lot differently about Braun's offense in 
20 years than we do now. 
 
Cardinals 
5: Albert Pujols  
Molina might end up having his jersey retired as well, but the Cardinals haven't given out No. 5 
since Pujols left and surely won't ever again. 

Cubs 
17: Kris Bryant  
Incredibly tough call between Bryant and Anthony Rizzo here, but we'll go with the guy with the 
MVP Award and maybe some more coming. 

Pirates 
22: Andrew McCutchen  
Still pretty strange that his old team has a better record than his new one does. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/134181/adrian-beltre
http://m.mlb.com/player/518692/freddie-freeman
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
http://m.mlb.com/player/431151/david-wright
http://m.mlb.com/player/453286/max-scherzer
http://m.mlb.com/player/400284/chase-utley
http://m.mlb.com/player/460075/ryan-braun
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/519203/anthony-rizzo
http://m.mlb.com/player/457705/andrew-mccutchen
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Reds 
19: Joey Votto  
At this point, Votto will probably retire a Red, and maybe as the best Red since the Big Red 
Machine. 

NL WEST 
 
D-backs 
44: Paul Goldschmidt  
Goldschmidt might have gotten started too late in his career to have much of a shot at the Hall 
of Fame, but he'll be beloved in Phoenix forever. 

Dodgers 
22: Clayton Kershaw  
We'll see what happens this offseason, but 11 years of brilliance so far is plenty. 

Giants 
28: Buster Posey  
Barely edging out Madison Bumgarner, if just because Posey is less likely to ever play 
anywhere else. 

Padres 
23: Fernando Tatis Jr.  
Heck, why not? 

Rockies 
28: Nolan Arenado  
The question, as with many Rockies: How long will he remain a Rockie? 
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West wins All-American Classic at Petco Park 

UCLA commit Carroll named MVP of high school showcase 
 
By Katie Woo 
 
SAN DIEGO -- The West squad defeated the East, 4-2, for its third straight victory in the 16th 
annual Perfect Game All-American Classic at Petco Park on Sunday night. The annual 
showcase, which features 50 of the top-ranked high school seniors in the nation, returned to 
Petco Park for the 10th straight year. 

Both lineups were stocked with talent, but it was Corbin Carroll, a verbal commit to UCLA from 
Lakeside School (Seattle), who stood out the most. He went 1-1 with a triple and two walks, one 
RBI, one stolen base and two runs scored en route to being named the game's most valuable 
player. 

For Carroll, who said it was his childhood dream to play in the event, the award was the cherry 
on top to a storybook day. 

"It's the gravy," he said of the award. "It's awesome. I went out here doing my thing and it ended 
up working out." 

Carroll opened the bottom of the first with a triple and came around to score a few batters later 
on a wild pitcher from East starter Daniel Espino. 

"It's been a childhood dream of mine to even just get here," Carroll said. "Playing well here, it's 
been amazing." 

Espino, a Panama native and Louisiana State commit from Georgia Premier Academy 
(Statesboro, Ga.) allowed one run in his one inning, but he fanned two. He topped out at 99 
mph. 

Riley Greene gave the East an early lead with an RBI double off West starter Derek Diamond in 
the first inning. But it would be the only lead the East would have, as the West paved the way 
the rest of the game. 

Spencer Jones, from La Costa Canyon High School in Encinitas, Calif., struck out two in a 
scoreless frame in the top of the eighth. He then singled in the bottom half of the frame and 
scampered home with some aggressive baserunning on a fielder's choice grounder to second 
base by Logan Britt. An outfielder from All Saints Episcopal School (Benbrook, Texas), Britt also 
made an inning-ending tumbling catch earlier in the game. 

Henry Gargus tacked on a sacrifice fly to round out the scoring for the West. 

Matt Thompson, a Texas A&M commit from Cypress Ranch High School in Cypress, Texas, 
earned the win after notching a perfect sixth inning, striking out two. 
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"This has been one of the best showcases I've ever been to," he said. "It's over the top. Coming 
out today and playing our last summer game ever, it was kind of sad, but it's been a great 
experience. This summer's been amazing." 

Dawson Netz (Maranatha High School, Sierra Madre, Calif.) struck out Anthony Volpe with a 
runner on third to end the game and earn the save. 

Mack Anglin, a Clemson commit, was saddled with the loss after giving up two hits, an earned 
run and two walks in the sixth inning. 
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Q&A: Padres farm director Sam Geaney 

on the progress of Esteury Ruiz, Luis 

Urías, Chris Paddack and other prospects 

By Dennis Lin  

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Alfonso Soriano retired in late 2014. Over the 

previous 16 seasons, the second baseman extracted a striking amount of ability 

from a wiry frame. He clubbed 412 home runs and stole 289 bases. He 

collected accolades and won fans, including a young infielder from Soriano’s 

native Dominican Republic. 

Today, the identity of Esteury Ruiz’s favorite player is an ill-kept secret. The 

Padres prospect mans second base, wears No. 12 and sports high socks. The 

similarities do not end there. 

“He reminds me of (Soriano) a lot,” said Jon Mathews, the hitting coach for 

Low-A Fort Wayne. “Everything about him is Soriano-like.” 

That adds to the intrigue surrounding Ruiz. The 19-year-old may reside several 

levels below the majors, but it is not difficult to dream on his tools. The 

organization’s best position prospects, Francisco Mejía and Luis Urías, are 

expected to reach Petco Park before the end of this season. When they do, some 

of the focus will naturally shift to who else is on the rise. 

Ruiz is among the top candidates for discussion. Nearing the end of his first 

full season, he has batted .245 and struck out in nearly 30 percent of his plate 

appearances, evidence of what Mathews calls an “uber-aggressive” approach. 

But his age must be taken into account, and some of the other numbers speak to 

rare ability. 

In 380 at-bats, Ruiz has clubbed 11 home runs. He has swiped 37 bags. His 

right-handed stance, quick bat, strong wrists and speed evoke memories of his 

idol. Like Soriano, he packs a surprising amount of all-fields pop inside a slight 

frame. And Ruiz, who weighs 169 pounds, is not shy about his ambitions. 

“I know I’ve got special talent,” Ruiz said through coach and interpreter Felipe 

Blanco. “And everybody says the same thing, that I look like Alfonso Soriano. 

I think I can be like Alfonso Soriano. The main thing is, I need to keep working 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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and I need to emphasize the work, like a high level of work, and try to be like 

the Alfonso Soriano of the future.” 

There is another reason Ruiz has drawn that comparison: At this stage, he is a 

below-average defender. 

“For him, it’s probably more on the throwing side,” Padres farm director Sam 

Geaney said. “He catches the baseball pretty well. He’s made a lot of good 

strides with his arm, but that’s probably still an area that needs to and can 

improve.” 

Some evaluators caution that an older Ruiz may have to move off second, 

perhaps to a corner outfield position. There, his power and bat-to-ball skills 

should play, but his value would diminish. 

The Padres, meanwhile, have raved about Ruiz’s aptitude and motivation. On 

days he is not in the lineup, he still winds up drenched in sweat. His English 

has improved significantly, and he has demonstrated an appreciation for major-

league history; Ruiz, for instance, addresses Fort Wayne’s Robbie Podorsky, a 

contact- and speed-oriented outfielder, as “Pete Rose.” 

“Certain things come easy for him, and certain things don’t,” Fort Wayne 

manager Anthony Contreras said. “But I think, given his work ethic, he’ll be 

able to make strides going forward.” 

Some scouts envision Ruiz advancing to Double-A before the end of 2019. 

Despite his youth, most feel that he will continue to hit and will acquire greater 

selectivity along the way. The Padres certainly believed in his potential last 

summer, when they received the teenager and Matt Strahm in a trade with 

Kansas City. Ruiz finished last season hitting .350/.395/.602 in the Arizona 

Rookie League, prompting his 2018 assignment in Fort Wayne. 

“This first full season is always a good challenge, a good test, for any of these 

young guys,” Geaney said. “Obviously, he’s hit a lot of balls over the fence at a 

pretty young age. Like a lot of our young hitters, being patient, being 

disciplined, swinging at the proper pitches — that will be a continued point of 

emphasis with him, as well as defensive consistency. … But overall, it’s been a 

successful first year, I would say.” 

With less than a month left in the minor-league regular season, The 

Athleticspoke with Geaney regarding the progress of a number of other players. 
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The interview, which has been lightly edited for clarity, touches on such 

prospects as Urías, Chris Paddack, Osvaldo Hernandez and Xavier Edwards. 

Jacob Nix seems like a pretty seasoned pitcher for someone who hasn’t 

thrown a ton of innings the last two years. [Nix made his major-league 

debut Friday, throwing six scoreless innings.] What have you seen in his 

progression? 

The fun thing with him is, even going back to when he was getting scouted 

(before the draft in 2015), you’d get different takes, different impressions based 

on who you talked to. I remember when the scouting department handed him 

over to us, it was a big fastball, big curveball, and pretty quickly we saw a good 

changeup. We made a point of emphasis out of it probably two instructional 

leagues ago. But then over the last two years or so, once he’s kind of been ours, 

it’s sort of see-sawed back and forth. Some days, some periods, it is like a 

fastball-curveball-dominant approach. Sometimes it’s the changeup. It’s turned 

into a really good weapon. 

With some of our other pitchers as well — MacKenzie (Gore), (Luis) Patiño — 

it’s fun to see these guys, because they have such a wide arsenal. Some guys 

will pound the table for MacKenzie Gore’s slider. Some guys will pound the 

table for his changeup. Kind of a similar thing with Nixy. 

How has Francisco Mejía looked at catcher? [Since being acquired from 

Cleveland, Mejía has started 13 games, all behind the plate, for Triple-A 

El Paso.] 

I saw him two days (last) week at home. He caught both nights I was there. 

One of the nicest things you can probably say about a catcher is the fact that 

you don’t really notice him. He caught the ball very well. Obviously, when he 

throws the baseball, it’s big and loud. It’s a weapon, and it’s rare when you get 

an (80-grade) thrower of the baseball. It cuts down the running game but also 

creates a vibe, definitely in the back of the mind of the baserunner, that this guy 

can back-pick and throw guys out. So we’re definitely encouraging him that 

way. But early returns on the catching, very good. 

We’ve been hearing that Luis Urías is almost major-league-ready for a 

while now. What’s been the story of his season? 

You look at the raw numbers, it’s been a very successful year for a 21-year-old 

kid in Triple-A playing against guys older than him. He’s still walking. He’s 

https://theathletic.com/468622/2018/08/11/he-was-bigger-than-this-moment-padres-jacob-nix-is-stellar-in-major-league-debut/
https://theathletic.com/424006/2018/07/12/question-of-the-day-when-will-the-padres-call-up-top-prospect-luis-urias/
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punching out at a higher rate this year, which I think is natural. I think that’ll 

probably come back towards numbers more in line with what he’s done over 

his career. He’s the same hitter. Yeah, there’ve been a few times when he’s 

kind of finding his swing a little, I think. But overall, you look at slash line 

(.270/.379/.409 entering Sunday). 

I’ve been blown away with the defense he’s played at second base. He hasn’t 

played as much shortstop this year, but that’s definitely been a good 

progression from last year in big-league camp when it was like, ‘Oh yeah, this 

is kind of a nice experiment.’ He’s definitely gotten a lot better as last year 

went along, playing some (shortstop). So I think he’s been plus at second, he’s 

having a very solid year defensively. I continue to be very bullish on the bat. I 

think he’s going to be a plus hitter in the big leagues, and he can drive the 

baseball. Obviously, it’s a pretty offensive environment he’s hitting in, but he 

takes real swings and he’s very strong. (The batted-ball velocity) is up. It’s 

been up every year. 

You just moved Michel Baez up to Double-A. Are you guys still as bullish 

on him becoming a big-league starter as you were last year? 

Yeah, very much so. Obviously, he was delayed a little to start the year with 

some minor, non-throwing back stuff. But I think after his season was delayed 

a little, he got going pretty quickly. There was probably a little time when his 

delivery, his line to the plate, got a little away from him. That probably 

impacted the life on his heater and his curveball. I thought pretty quickly the 

correction was made. 

He’s been on a pretty good run lately, and we’re starting to see kind of the big 

heater, a good breaking ball. And the changeup is probably ahead of the 

breaking ball at this point. So it’s starting to kind of look like when he was on 

that run last year. It’s been a little bit of a weird year with a slow start, and then 

the delivery maybe getting away from him a little, but you look up and the 

numbers and performance are there. 

How is Chris Paddack’s third pitch coming along in San Antonio? 

It’s still a big focus. I think there were a couple in his last outing that looked 

like they had a little more power to them. It definitely has shape to it, but I 

guess it’s a blessing and a curse having a great changeup. He knows it’s 

something he really wants to get to. I don’t think his career is really going to be 

defined by the development of that third pitch. He’s got expert command of 
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two really good pitches. I think it’s in our nature and his to keep pushing 

forward with that breaking-ball program, but he’s been pretty good. 

I’m guessing you don’t want to put an exact number on it, but he’s still got 

more than a few innings left this season, right? [Paddack has thrown 85 in 

his first season back from Tommy John surgery.] 

Yeah. I wouldn’t expect us to pull off any of our guys. I think we’ve planned it 

out pretty well that some of these guys hopefully can pitch in some postseason 

baseball, and then they can have a rest and have a full offseason. 

Outfielder Jorge Oña seems to be coming around a bit in Lake Elsinore. 

What’s held him back? Has it been health-related? 

He’s always been a guy who’s fought the minor, small injuries. He had kind of 

a weird facial issue when he got hit by a ball while fielding, so that slowed him 

down a little. I think what’s been fun to see, he’s done a good job with his body 

this year. Athletically, he’s moving well, and it’s given him a little more 

confidence in the outfield, as well as (knowing) that he can be a two-way type 

of player. He’s starting to get the head (of the bat) out and drive the ball a little 

more. 

Why have the results for Osvaldo Hernandez in Fort Wayne been so much 

different than they were last season? [Hernandez leads the Midwest 

League with a 1.81 ERA. He compiled a 5.01 ERA across three levels in 

2017.] 

I think it might be a little more simplified arsenal. He still has a lot of pitches. 

Some of our young Cuban kids come to us with a lot of pitches. I don’t think 

we’ve stifled any of his creativity, but he’s got a good heater, he’s got a really 

good curveball. So I think it’s an emphasis on those pitches more than 

necessarily trying to go out there and hit with the whole variety of different 

things. He’s also matured on and off the field over the last six to 12 months. 

It’s been good to see him have some success, because he’s worked really hard. 

He seems to be flying under the radar with Gore and Patiño there. 

He is. I think it speaks to some of the depth that we’ve assembled. He’s pitched 

very, very well. He probably could be a candidate for a higher level. We very 

much like that group, where they’re at right now. They’re all in their first full 

season, so we’ll probably let them stay together for now. 

https://theathletic.com/466235/2018/08/09/amid-a-challenging-season-padres-top-prospect-mackenzie-gore-has-looked-home-for-support/
https://theathletic.com/450414/2018/08/01/still-in-his-teens-padres-prospect-luis-patino-has-surged-and-surprised/
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Fort Wayne outfielder Tirso Ornelas has been out with a bone bruise in 

his right hand. Is he close to returning? 

There was no hamate (bone) involvement, so no need for surgery or anything. 

He still hasn’t quite yet gotten really going with his hitting progression, so I 

think it’s probably a flip of the coin if he finds his way back (before the end of 

the season). It’s a fun team right now, but obviously they’ve been hit by some 

injuries with Justin Lopez (broken thumb), Tirso and Luis Campusano 

(concussion). 

Infielders Owen Miller and Olivier Basabe have joined Fort Wayne from 

Tri-City. You knew Owen was an advanced hitter when the organization 

drafted him, but did you expect both players to get there around this time? 

Basabe’s turned into a nice player also. Yeah, I think we thought these were 

guys who could help in the stretch run at one of our A-ball levels. I think Owen 

kind of established himself as a pretty polished hitter on that Tri-City team. 

Then we kind of looked around at where the season was and looked at the 

makeup of that team, and maybe adding a polished bat there made sense. 

It seems like Xavier Edwards was able to move very quickly to Fort 

Wayne. [Edwards, a shortstop and the 38th overall pick in the draft, hit 

.389/.477/.472 in the Arizona Rookie League.] 

He’s been very much as advertised. Our amateur (scouting) staff obviously 

spent a ton of time investing, being around him. He’s been a little limited. He’s 

mainly been hitting left-handed because he’s had some wrist stuff that’s 

probably been slowing him down, and when he missed a little time he was 

dealing with that wrist. But even just hitting left-handed — and he’s 

progressing well with his right-handed hitting progression right now — he’s 

been super polished. 

How much weight has Tucupita Marcano put on in the last year or so? 

[Marcano, another middle infielder, moved up with Edwards after hitting 

.393/.497/.443 in the AZL.] 

He was probably signed at 150. He’s 167 pounds now. Pound for pound, 

probably one of the strongest kids in the system. He really has a chance to hit. 

 

 

https://theathletic.com/392637/2018/06/14/padres-third-round-draft-pick-owen-miller-finds-valuable-mentor-in-cardinals-shortstop/
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Galvis, Jankowski lead Padres past 
Phillies 9-3 
 
Associated Press 
 

SAN DIEGO -- It's business as usual for Freddy Galvis when he faces his former team. 
 
Galvis hit a grand slam, Travis Jankowski stole four bases and scored three times, and the San 
Diego Padres beat the Philadelphia Phillies 9-3 on Sunday. 
 
The 28-year-old Galvis spent his first six seasons with Philadelphia. He was traded to San Diego 
in December for right-hander Enyel De Los Santos. 

Galvis connected against Jake Arrieta in the third inning, hitting a two-out drive to center for his 
first career slam. It was his third homer in his last seven games and No. 8 on the season. 
 
"I just tried to concentrate a little bit when we have those kind of situations and try to do the 
best I can," Galvis said. "Today, I got a big hit and I'm thankful for that." 

Galvis is batting .455 with 10 hits, nine RBI and four multihit games against Philadelphia this 
season, but he said he doesn't do anything different when facing his former team. 

"I treat those guys like another team," Galvis said. "I guess I'm a pro." 

Last-place San Diego won for the fifth time in seven games, including two of three against NL 
East-leading Philadelphia. Joey Lucchesi (6-6) struck out six in six scoreless innings. 
 
"We're playing better baseball, we're doing what we are supposed to do, we're playing good 
defense, we're pitching and were getting on base," Galvis said. 

Arrieta (9-7) permitted five runs and eight hits in five innings in his first loss since June 26. The 
2015 NL Cy Young Award winner was 4-0 with a 2.28 ERA in his previous seven starts. 

"The first three innings were just strange," Arrieta said. "Couldn't necessarily find it when I 
needed to." 

Jankowski had two hits and walked twice. He became the eighth player in franchise history to 
steal at least four bases in a single game. Everth Cabrera was the last player to accomplish the 
feat for San Diego against San Francisco on Sept. 30, 2012. 

"He put pressure on them from the get-go," Padres manager Andy Green said. "Teams feel that, 
and teams feel someone coming at them the way he was coming at them today." 

Jankowski singled, swiped second and scored on Hunter Renfroe's grounder in the first. He 
singled and stole second again in the third before scoring on Galvis' homer. 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/phi/philadelphia-phillies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30145/jake-arrieta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
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Jankowski also walked in the seventh and stole second and third. He scored on a throwing error 
by third baseman Maikel Franco, making it 6-0 Padres. 
 
Philadelphia rallied with three runs in the eighth, highlighted by consecutive RBI doubles 
for Nick Williams and Carlos Santana against Phil Maton. 
 
But San Diego responded with three in the bottom half. A.J. Ellis had a sacrifice fly, and Eric 
Hosmer drove in a run with a groundout. 
 
Padres reliever Kazuhisa Makita pitched a scoreless ninth after being recalled from Triple-A El 
Paso. 

WEIRD PLAY 

Padres catcher Austin Hedges was tagged out at home by Phillies shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera in 
the second. The play started with a pitch that got by Jorge Alfaro, who relayed to Arrieta at home. 
  
Arrieta threw to Cabrera at second base trying to catch Christian Villanueva, and Cabrera then 
chased down Hedges and applied the tag before he could dive into the plate. 
 
UP NEXT 

Phillies: Return home for a two-game series against Boston beginning Tuesday night. RHP Nick 
Pivetta (7-9, 4.51 ERA) is scheduled to face Boston's Brian Johnson (3-3, 4.00 ERA). 
 
Padres: LHP Clayton Richard (7-10, 5.13 ERA) is scheduled to open a three-game home series 
against the Los Angeles Angels on Monday night. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32163/maikel-franco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33266/nick-williams
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30280/carlos-santana
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36161/phil-maton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29258/aj-ellis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28671/asdrubal-cabrera
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31737/jorge-alfaro
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36071/nick-pivetta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/36071/nick-pivetta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34400/brian-johnson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels


  

 35 

#PadresOnDeck: LHP Logan Allen 

Throws 6 Zeroes in AAA-El Paso 

Debut; Aaron Leasher, Angel 

Acevedo also Turn in Excellent 

Starts 
By Bill Center 

 

Left-hander Logan Allen worked six shutout innings Saturday night in 
his debut with Triple-A El Paso. 

Allen, 21, is ranked the Padres’ №8 prospect by MLB Pipeline as well as 
the №90 prospect in all of the minor leagues. He allowed four hits and 
three walks with six strikeouts. Before being promoted to El Paso, Allen 
was 10–5 with a 2.75 earned run average with Double-A San Antonio. 

Three other pitchers made sharp starts in the Padres system Saturday 
night, including left-hander Aaron Leasher, who was making his first 
start with Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore after being promoted from 
Single-A Fort Wayne. 

Leasher, 22, the Padres’ sixth-round pick in the 2017 draft, allowed an 
unearned run on seven hits and two walks with four strikeouts in six 
innings. 

Both Logan Allen and Leasher earned wins in their Saturday debuts. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Right-hander Angel Acevedo, 19, allowed a run on two hits and no 
walks with four strikeouts in six innings for Short-Season Single-A Tri-
City. The Colombian lowered his earned run average to 2.70. 

And left-hander Manuel Partida, 17, allowed four runs (but only one 
earned) on five hits and a walk with five strikeouts in five innings for the 
Dominican Summer League Padres. The Mexico native is 2–4 with a 
2.48 ERA. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (66–51): Chihuahuas 2, SACRAMENTO 1 —
 RHP Kazuhisa Makita (3.10) followed Logan Allen and struck out two 
in a perfect inning. LHP Kyle McGrath (3.40) allowed an unearned 
run on two hits with a strikeout in two-thirds of an inning. RHP Rowan 
Wick (2.12) struck out two in 1 1/3 perfect innings to earn his fourth 
save. 1B Allen Craig (.297) homered in four at-bats. RF Forrestt 
Allday (.288) had a double and a run scored in four at-bats. C Raffy 
Lopez (.290) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. 2B Luis Urías (.270) was 1-for-3 
with a sacrifice bunt. LF Shane Peterson (.268) had a triple in three 
at-bats with a walk. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23–25, 65–53): Tulsa 3, MISSIONS 0 —
 Starting RHP Emmanuel Ramirez allowed two runs on five hits and 
two walks with six strikeouts in four innings to take the loss in his debut 
with the Missions. RHP Elliot Ashbeck (6.00 ERA) allowed two hits 
and a walk with three strikeouts in two scoreless innings. RHP Trevor 
Megill (3.52) allowed a run on a hit in an inning. RHP Jason 
Jester (3.83) allowed a hit and a walk with two strikeouts in a scoreless 
inning. RHP Andres Munoz (1.38) issued a walk with a strikeout in an 
otherwise perfect inning. RF Nick Schulz (.168) was 2-for-4 with a 
double. LF Taylor Kohlwey (.293) had a triple in four at-bats. 
3B Hudson Potts (.111) was 1-for-4. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (24–25, 58–61): Storm 4, 
INLAND EMPIRE 1 — RHP David Bednar (2.87 ERA) followed 
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Leasher and allowed a hit and three walks with five strikeouts in two 
scoreless innings. RHP Dauris Valdez (4.40) struck out two in a 
perfect inning. DH Michael Cantu (.190) was 2-for-4 with a solo 
homer. SS Chris Baker (.243) had a solo homer in three at-bats. 
CF Edward Olivares (.272) was 1-for-3 with a hit-by-pitcher and a run 
scored. 2B Eguy Rosario (.239) had a double in four at-bats. 1B Brad 
Zunica (.246) was 1-for-4 with a run scored. 3B Ruddy Giron (.255) 
was 1-for-4 with a RBI. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (21–26, 53–63): West Michigan 3, TIN CAPS 
1 — DH Owen Miller (.412) was 2-for-4 with a double. 3B Olivier 
Basabe (.316) was 2-for-5. SS Gabriel Arias (.234) was 1-for-3 with a 
RBI and two walks. 2B Kelvin Melean (.284) was 3-for-4 with a 
double. C Jalen Washington (.238) was 1-for-3 with a walk. Starting 
LHP Ben Sheckler (1–4, 3.50 ERA) allowed three runs (two earned) on 
seven hits and no walks with four strikeouts in five innings to suffer the 
loss. LHP Fred Schlichtholz (3.52), from Coronado, gave up three hits 
in two scoreless innings. RHP Austin Smith (2.73) gave up three hits 
and a walk with a strikeout in two scoreless innings. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (6–10, 24–30): DUST DEVILS 
4, Hillsboro 1 — LHP Ramon Perez (2–1, 3.70 ERA) followed Acevedo 
and allowed three runs with five strikeouts in three scoreless innings to 
earn the win. LF Michael Curry (.224) was 1-for-4 with a double and 
three RBIs. 2B Tucupita Marcano (.182) was 1-for-3 with a walk, a 
run scored and a RBI. LF Grant Little (.256) was 1-for-3 with two 
walks. SS Xavier Edwards (.111) was 0-for-2 with two walks and a run 
scored. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (30–30): DIAMONDBACKS 
6, Padres 3–2B Luis Paez (.240) was 2-for-4 with a RBI, a walk and a 
stolen base. CF Junior Perez (.176) was 2-for-4. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 

PADRES-1 (9–5, 19–23): ATHLETICS 8, Padres 4–2B Lee 
Solomon (.286) had a double in three at-bats with two RBIs and a 
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walk. LF Jacquez Williams(.237) had a RBI double in four at-bats. 
1B Greg Lambert (.217) was 1-for-4 with a stolen base and two runs 
scored. CF Agustin Ruiz (.259) and SS Yerry Landinez (.080) was 1-
for-4. Starting Alexuan Vega (0–1, 13.06 ERA) allowed three runs on 
three hits and two walks with a strikeout in three innings to take the loss. 
RHP Edwuin Bencomo (4.45) gave up five runs on six hits with five 
strikeouts in four innings. RHP Starlin Cordero (5.74) issued a walk 
with a strikeout in an otherwise perfect inning. 

PADRES-2 (6–7, 21–20): Cubs 9, PADRES 3 — C Jonny Homza (.236) 
was 1-for-3 with a walk, a hit-by-pitch and two RBIs. 2B Jarryd 
Dale (.202) was 1-for-3 with a hit-by-pitch and two runs scored. 
1B Jason Pineda (.226) was 1-for-4. DH Luis Roman (.268) was 1-
for-5. Starting LHP Noel Vela (.1–3, 5.00 ERA) allowed three runs (one 
earned) on three hits and two walks with four strikeouts in two innings. 
RHP Luis Eusebio (7.42) allowed six runs on seven hits and a walk 
with three strikeouts in four innings. RHP Dominic Taccolini(6.00) 
struck out three in two perfect innings. LHP Hazahel Quijada (2.89) 
struck out two in a perfect inning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/r/video?content_id=2379413083
http://www.milb.com/r/video?content_id=2379413083
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This Day in Padres History — 8/13 
By Bill Center 

 

Aug. 13, 1899 — San Diego’s first “colored” team, the Young Giants, 
played their first game. Later renamed the Coast Giants, the team 
competed for years against white teams in various San Diego leagues. 

Aug. 13, 1999 — A crowd of 48,743 Padres fans celebrate Tony Gwynn’s 
3,000th hit at Qualcomm Stadium when the Padres return home from 
the road trip where he got №3,000 on Aug. 6. 

Aug. 13, 2004 — Shortstop Khalil Greene goes 4-for-6 with two 
doubles and two home runs for four RBIs and four runs scored in a 14–7 
Padres win in Cincinnati. 

Aug. 13, 2009 — Third baseman Kevin Kouzmanoff goes 5-for-5 with 
two RBIs in a 12–9 Padres loss in Milwaukee. 
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Lucchesi, Galvis lead Padres to series win over Phillies 
 

AP 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Freddy Galvis hit a grand slam, Travis Jankowski stole four 
bases and scored three times, and the San Diego Padres beat the Philadelphia 
Phillies 9-3 on Sunday. 

Galvis connected against Jake Arrieta in the third inning, hitting a two-out drive to 
center for his first career slam. It was his third homer in his last seven games and No. 
8 on the season. 

Last-place San Diego won for the fifth time in seven games, including two of three 
against contending Philadelphia. Joey Lucchesi (6-6) struck out six in six scoreless 
innings. 

Arrieta (9-7) permitted five runs and eight hits in five innings in his first loss since 
June 26. The 2015 NL Cy Young Award winner was 4-0 with a 2.28 ERA in his 
previous seven starts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/lucchesi-galvis-lead-padres-to-series-win-over-phillies-081218

