
 
 

September 5, 2018 
 
• Daily Herald, Defensive miscues prove costly in Brewers' 11-1 rout of Cubs 

https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180904/defensive-miscues-prove-costly-in-brewers-11-1-
rout-of-cubs 
 

• Daily Herald, Cubs add another bullpen pitcher in Garcia 
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180904/cubs-add-another-bullpen-pitcher-in-garcia 

 
• The Athletic, Rivalry or not, Cubs letting Brewers hang around in NL Central race 

https://theathletic.com/506380/2018/09/05/rivalry-or-not-the-brewers-are-hanging-around-in-the-
nl-central-race/ 
 

• The Athletic, David Bote’s emergence, Daniel Murphy’s arrival and what they both mean for the 
Cubs 
https://theathletic.com/506179/2018/09/04/david-botes-emergence-daniel-murphys-arrival-and-
what-they-both-mean-for-the-cubs/ 

 
• Cubs.com, Cubs tip cap to Miley, drop first series since July 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-defense-struggles-vs-brewers/c-293339410 
 

• Cubs.com, Rizzo exits with foot bruise; X-rays negative 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/anthony-rizzo-exits-with-right-foot-injury/c-293365372 
 

• Cubs.com, Baez's MVP case lies in extraordinary versatility 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-adds-elite-versatility-to-mvp-case/c-293303568 

 
• Cubs.com, Brewers-Cubs rivalry filled with wild finishes 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/brewers-cubs-rivalry-most-memorable-moments/c-293337616 
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs, Brewers take high road on 'rivalry' talk 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-and-brewers-avoid-rivalry-talk/c-293324880 
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs call up lefty Garcia; Smyly impresses 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-bring-up-jaime-garcia-from-triple-a/c-293312154 
 

• Cubs.com, Hamels named NL Pitcher of Month 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cole-hamels-blake-snell-are-pitchers-of-month/c-293287818 

 
• Cubs.com, Hamels may be the best trade acquisition of 2018 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cole-hamels-is-best-trade-acquisition-of-2018/c-293197272 
 
• ESPNChicago.com, Joe Maddon's circle of trust shrinking as Cubs struggle 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24581589/mlb-joe-maddon-circle-trust-shrinking-chicago-
cubs-struggle 
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• NBC Sports Chicago, Cole Hamels named MLB's NL Pitcher of the Month in August 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cole-hamels-named-mlbs-nl-pitcher-month-august 
 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Are the Cubs inching closer to unleashing their secret weapon? 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/are-cubs-inching-closer-unveiling-their-secret-weapon-
smyly-postseason-bullpen 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Predicting Cubs postseason roster and Game 1 lineup in the first week of 
September 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/predicting-cubs-postseason-roster-and-game-1-lineup-
first-week-september-hamels-brewers-nlds-heyward 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs allow Brewers one step closer with uncharacteristically sloppy game 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-allow-brewers-one-step-closer-uncharacteristically-
sloppy-game 

 
• Chicago Tribune, Everything goes wrong for Cubs as Brewers trim NL Central deficit to 3 games 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brewers-20180904-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Left-handed help Jaime Garcia, Drew Smyly on the way for Cubs bullpen 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-drew-smyly-jaime-garcia-
20180904-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Cole Hamels named the NL pitcher of the month 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-cole-hamels-pitcher-of-month-
20180904-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs seek stability from reliever Carl Edwards Jr. after Monday's outburst 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-carl-edwards-control-20180904-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Brewers shrug off Cubs pitcher Cole Hamels' comments on the teams' rivalry 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brewers-ryan-braun-20180904-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs don’t do much for so-called ‘rivalry’ with Brewers, look sloppy in loss 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-brewers-rivalry-sloppy-loss-milwaukee/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Uh-oh, ‘Captain’: Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo leaves game after fouling ball off foot 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/chicago-cubs-anthony-rizzo-milwaukee-brewers/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs seek October options in Morrow-less pen, add former starter Jaime 
Garcia 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-seek-october-options-brandon-morrow-bullpen-add-
jaime-garcia/ 

 
-- 
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Daily Herald 
Defensive miscues prove costly in Brewers' 11-1 rout of Cubs 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The atmosphere at Miller Park Tuesday night was fun and jovial, with large numbers of 
fans sporting Chicago Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers jerseys. 
 
It felt kind of like a friendly rivalry. 
 
The Brewers fans in the crowd of 37, 269 did most of the cheering as the home team routed the Cubs 
11-1. The Cubs committed 2 errors and had a passed ball charged against them. Their pitchers walked 
nine. 
 
The Brewers moved within 3 games of the first-place Cubs in the National League Central. The third-
place Cardinals moved to within 4½ by beating Washington. 
 
Games between the Cubs and Brewers have been a thing since 1998, when the Brewers moved from the 
American League to the National League. Who could forget Brant Brown's dropped fly ball at old County 
Stadium in 1998 that gave the Brewers a September victory and could have cost the Cubs a playoff 
berth? 
 
Cubs fans -- as White Sox fans before them -- enjoy making the trek up I-94 to catch a glimpse of their 
team on the road while making it sound like a home game. 
 
Such was the case on Labor Day when the two teams went back and forth before the Brewers prevailed 
in the bottom of the ninth inning. 
 
But is Cubs-Brewers a rivalry in the sense of Cubs-Cardinals? Maybe not yet, but it's getting there, 
especially with the Brewers on the heels of the Cubs. It took a newcomer to the rivalry, Cubs pitcher 
Cole Hamels, to throw some cold water on the concept. After starting Monday's game, Hamels said: 
"When you have a majority of Cubs fans in the stands, I don't know if that's a rivalry yet." 
 
Both Cubs manager Joe Maddon and Brewers boss Craig Counsell had their own takes Tuesday. 
 
"Rivalries normally are created by fanbases, too, I think," Maddon said. "I know the proximity is there, 
but the best I can describe it, legitimately the Cubs and Cardinals have created that. I've been involved in 
it in the past in different organizations -- Dodgers and Angels. It's a different feeling. You could go back 
to your high school days. You know what that feels like. 
 
"You just can't create a rivalry by writing that it is. It has to be felt. It has to be proven over time, I think." 
 
Counsell downplayed things to reporters. 
 
"I really look at, like, we're spending way too much time trying to classify rivalries," he said. "Enjoy the 
baseball games, man. I mean, home, road, I'm happy I'm in the building. Let's be in the building and 
enjoy those games." 
 
The Cubs took a 1-0 lead in the second before the Brewers tied it on a wild pitch by Cubs starter Mike 
Montgomery in the bottom half. 
 



 
The Brewers got single runs in the fourth and fifth before they sent nine to the plate in a 3-run sixth, 
which featured a fielding error by shortstop Addison Russell and an error on a missed catch at first by 
Victor Caratini. 
 
Caratini went into the game in the bottom of the sixth to replace Anthony Rizzo, who left the game with 
a bruised right foot. Rizzo fouled a ball off the foot in the third inning. The Cubs said X-rays were 
negative. After the game, Maddon said Rizzo told him he would be ready to go Wednesday night. 
 
As for Montgomery, he knew the Brewers would be ready. 
 
"We've got to play well to beat them," said Montgomery who lasted 4 innings. "They always play well 
against us. They always have that chip on their shoulder when we come here." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs add another bullpen pitcher in Garcia 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs added yet another pitcher for bullpen depth Tuesday when they selected the 
contract of veteran left-hander Jaime Garcia from Class AAA Iowa. 
 
The 32-year-old Garcia signed a minor-league deal with the Cubs Aug. 31 after going 3-6 with a 5.93 ERA 
in 25 games and 13 starts with the Toronto Blue Jays. He spent two stints on the disabled list with left-
shoulder inflammation. 
 
Garcia was with the Cardinals from 2008-16, starting two games in the 2011 World Series. He also has 
pitched for the Braves, Twins and Yankees. He took a lifetime record of 70-61 with a 3.84 ERA into 
Tuesday. 
 
Before Tuesday night's game against the Brewers, Garcia threw live batting practice at Miller Park. 
 
"He's had a lot of success on the major-league level," said Cubs manager Joe Maddon. "The delivery was 
good. The health was good. The ball out of the hand was good. Velocity 88-89 (mph), and that's just in a 
practice situation. Really good changeup. He's a guy that's always had that The ball has a lot of 
movement on it, a lot of sink. 
 
"He looked normal to me. I know he has been a starter. We moved him to the bullpen. I think the Blue 
Jays had done that a little bit, also. It's kind of an interesting concept. I've talked to him specifically. He 
said it does not take him long to warm up. I think he pitched four out of five days already out of the 
bullpen, which are two good signs." 
 
To make room on the 40-man roster, the Cubs recalled outfielder Mark Zagunis from Iowa and placed 
him on the 60-day disabled list with right-shoulder inflammation. 
 
Smyly feeling closer to ready: 
Left-hander Drew Smyly threw 23 pitches of live batting practice Tuesday to Victor Caratini and Terrance 
Gore. 
 
Smyly is on the mend from Tommy John surgery, which he had in June of 2017. 
 



 
"I feel close," he said. "I feel better than I have since the surgery. It's a really good feeling to have when 
you're on the mound. You can feel the mental hesitation is falling out, and I just feel strong. I feel 
healthy. It's a fun time. I'm just excited to move forward. Hopefully, I'll get out in games. But it's not 
going to be my call. Me and the team and the front office have to sit down and try to do what's best 
going forward to next year. But I would love to start pitching again." 
 
The Cubs signed Smyly to a two-year contract last December with an eye toward having him ready for 
2019. He is more than eager to pitch again, whether it's this year or next. The Cubs may be able to 
activate him sometime this month. 
 
"I've been here all season, watching them win, watching them play," he said. "It's what I've done my 
whole life, is play baseball. When it's taken from you just have to sit on the sidelines and watch, it's a 
tough pill to swallow. I'm very eager to get out there and pitch in a Cubs uniform. When that day comes, 
man, it will be exciting for me and my family." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Rivalry or not, Cubs letting Brewers hang around in NL Central race 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
MILWAUKEE — If you were starting to wonder when the Cubs would look like a team in the heart of 23 
games in 23 days, you can perhaps point to Tuesday night as that moment. The Cubs jumped out to a 1-
0 lead in the second frame of their matchup against the second-place Brewers, taking advantage of a 
Milwaukee error. But that would be their high point of the evening as they’d prove to be the team that 
would make mistake after mistake and struggle to get outs on the mound in a disheartening 11-1 loss 
that also saw the red-hot Anthony Rizzo exit with a right foot contusion. 
 
“We did not pitch well at all, obviously, after we got by [Mike] Montgomery,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
“They really did not beat us up offensively. We just kind of self-destructed pitching-wise. Made a couple 
errors. For the most part, we just did not pitch well and they did.” 
 
Maddon said Rizzo was fine and would be ready to play on Wednesday after fouling a ball off his foot in 
the third inning of Tuesday’s loss. This was a game the Cubs handed to Milwaukee. They made two 
errors, walked nine batters and hit two others. It was as disjointed and out of sorts as this group has 
looked all season. Addison Russell got the start at short once again and seemed to be struggling with his 
throws frequently, throwing errantly multiple times, with Rizzo saving a few would-be errors. 
 
After missing 11 games with a right shoulder issue and a left middle finger problem, Russell returned on 
Sept. 1 without a rehab stint. He said his shoulder is no longer bothering him, but admitted he’s still 
trying to find his in-game rhythm. 
 
“It’s just getting back to game speed,” Russell said. “Normally, whenever you’re down, you rehab in the 
minor leagues and then work your way up. But I’m glad I’m just thrown into the mix. I’ll catch up to 
game speed. That’s all it is, game reps.” 
 
A Russell misplay kicked off a three-run sixth for the Brewers. The shortstop botched an easy grounder 
to start the frame and one out later, Orlando Arcia hit a would-be popout that fell because Javy Báez 
had to cover second on an attempted steal. Domingo Satana hit an infield single to short, a ball that 
would have been a possible double-play had David Bote not had to run to cover third for another 
attempted steal. Russell’s throw got away from Victor Caratini, who had just taken over for Rizzo at first, 



 
and then a disastrous inning unfolded. The Brewers would extend a two-run lead to 10 over the next 
three frames and a close game quickly devolved into a laugher. 
 
A day after Cole Hamels questioned the authenticity of a Cubs-Brewers rivalry due to how loud Cubs 
fans were Monday afternoon in Milwaukee, the home team showed up and put a thumping on their 
rivals to the south. And so did the fans, who filled Miller Park with chants of “MVP! MVP!” after 
Christian Yelich sent a ringing, two-run double into the left-center gap to give his team an eight-run lead 
in the seventh. 
 
Some questioned Maddon’s decision to pull Montgomery after four innings and go to reliever Brandon 
Kintzler. Montgomery had walked three and hit a batter while giving up two runs. He clearly didn’t look 
sharp, so pulling him was likely the right decision as the Cubs were struggling to score and Maddon felt 
pinch-hitting Kyle Schwarber in that moment in the top of the fifth was the best move. 
 
But bringing in Kintzler seemed questionable. After working five scoreless appearances to begin his Cubs 
career, Kintzler has given up 11 runs in his past 11 appearances (eight innings) and is struggling to get his 
sinker to work. The righty is known for his ground-ball ways, but opponents are elevating his pitches 
easily — Lorenzo Cain took the first pitch he saw, a sinker that stayed in the zone, and drilled it to the 
right-center gap for a double — and have already hit three home runs during his Cubs stint (all off the 
sinker), one more than he allowed during his time with the Washington Nationals this season. 
 
But when his team is trailing, Maddon typically tries to stay away from his best relievers, especially in 
the earlier innings. 
 
“We have to pitch better out of the bullpen,” Maddon said. “This is September, you call up extra guys to 
really not overuse anybody. And we just did not get the moments out of the guys — 2-1, 3-1, that’s the 
kind of game you want to keep it there, but you don’t want to put [Steve] Cishek, [Pedro] Strop, [Carl] 
Edwards, [Jesse] Chavez into that game. So the other group has to help us to maintain the deficit too.” 
 
Maddon can’t continually lean on his best relievers in every close game. And he also has to find out if he 
has any other quality arms he can start to trust more down the stretch. Kintzler could be that guy — he 
has a history of success — but he’s yet to find it in Chicago. And if a youngster is to emerge — Dillon 
Maples has electric stuff but massive control issues as he walked the only two batters he faced Tuesday 
— Maddon is willing to give them a chance. What the bullpen will look like come October is very much 
in question, and who Maddon can lean on is still a bit of an unknown, especially with Brandon Morrow’s 
rehab at a crawl and Edwards struggling to find his dominant stuff. But that’s what Maddon is trying to 
determine right now by giving different arms chances to show him what they can do. 
 
As the Cubs sit 15 games into a stretch of 23 games in 23 days and six games into an 11-day road trip, 
center fielder Albert Almora dismissed the notion they’re starting to wear down. 
 
“Nah, I don’t think so,” Almora said. “I think we’re doing fine. These games are going to happen, 
unfortunately. When it rains, it pours. Hitting’s contagious. They hit and we didn’t.” 
 
The Cubs struck out 10 times and walked just once while delivering only five hits. Lefty veteran Wade 
Miley shut the Cubs down for six innings, striking out five and allowing just the lone run on three hits. 
Once a pitcher who leaned on his four-seamer and slider, Miley has completely reinvented himself, 
going to his cutter and curveball more often than ever before in his career. On Tuesday, he went to 
those two pitches 69 times out of the 96 pitches he threw. Of the 14 swings and misses he garnered, 
seven were on the cutter (another five came on his changeup). Maddon agreed with Almora that the 
team wasn’t gassed and pointed to Miley as the reason they struggled. 



 
 
“The vibe’s good,” Maddon said. “Miley caught up to us today, he pitched really well. Last night, we had 
the game, but we gave it up late. Today they just beat us. We got outpitched tonight. I’m not sensing 
that [we’re tired].” 
 
On Monday, Rizzo’s two-run homer that gave the Cubs a short-lived lead late was a potentially 
demoralizing moment for the Brewers. It easily could have been the beginning of the end for Milwaukee 
as the Cubs asserted their authority and firmly pressed their foot down on the necks of a team searching 
for a way to get to the Cubs’ level. Instead of wilting in that moment, the Brewers showed they’re not 
going away without a fight. They clawed their way back on Monday, and then came to the field on 
Tuesday and outplayed Chicago to climb to just three games back of first place. 
 
“They always play well against us, they always have the chip on their shoulder when we come here,” 
Montgomery said. “Tonight was their night. We understand where we’re at as a team. We’re pretty 
confident. I think we’ll bounce back just fine.” 
 
Almora repeated a refrain many have heard from this team at various times this season: nobody’s 
panicking. They don’t really have a reason to. This team has looked sloppy at various times this season 
and either found ways to win or quickly turned it around. It’s been a hallmark of 2018 for the Cubs. But 
they are giving the Brewers confidence with each passing day they let them hang around. The Cubs 
started the season 8-1 against the Brewers and firmly in their heads. Since then, Milwaukee has won five 
of six against the Cubs and refuses to disappear from this race. 
 
It was only three years ago that the Cubs were in a similar situation as Milwaukee, looking up at the St. 
Louis Cardinals as the class of the National League. The Cardinals beat up on the Cubs for the first half of 
that 2015 season, winning eight of the first 10 matchups. But eventually the Cubs turned the tables, won 
six of the next nine and then took down their rivals when it mattered most in October. The Cubs are 
hoping Milwaukee doesn’t pull the same feat. But they’ve failed to crush their confidence in these first 
two games. Now they’re hoping they can at least salvage the series on Wednesday — and make sure 
they don’t let their division lead slip away in the process. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
David Bote’s emergence, Daniel Murphy’s arrival and what they both mean for the Cubs 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MILWAUKEE — Daniel Murphy wasn’t highlighted last year when the Cubs presented David Bote with 
the data that showed his average exit velocity matched up with the best power hitters in all of baseball. 
But Murphy is now becoming a leader by example for Bote and the rest of the young Cubs hitters. 
 
The big takeaway from that meeting was that Bote consistently hit the ball hard — into the ground — 
and needed to change his launch angle to unlock his full potential and get on the big-league radar 
screen. 
 
That’s obviously easier said than done, but it also worked for Murphy, a late bloomer with the New York 
Mets who killed the Cubs as the 2015 National League Championship Series MVP. Murphy has kept 
hitting, winning his first two Silver Slugger awards during his age-31 and age-32 seasons with the 
Washington Nationals. 
 



 
“Then it wasn’t Murphy necessarily,” Bote said. “But now it’s like, ‘Hey, you know what …’ Because in 
talking to him and hearing what he says, this sounds very similar.” 
 
Bote made enough adjustments to force his way onto a team that now has a three-game lead over the 
Milwaukee Brewers after Tuesday night’s forgettable 11-1 loss at Miller Park. Bote batting fifth behind 
Javier Báez, Anthony Rizzo and Kris Bryant in a key September game might have sounded unrealistic last 
year or back in spring training, but this season has forced the Cubs to get creative. 
 
The Cubs got immediate results when they made that August waiver trade with the Nationals and 
installed Murphy as their leadoff guy, going 8-0 in his first eight starts. But the Cubs can already see the 
intangible benefits to having another hitter with stature and experience to pair with Ben Zobrist. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon noticed it during Sunday’s 8-1 win over the Philadelphia Phillies, a game that 
pivoted when Murphy homered against All-Star right-hander Aaron Nola and kept up the chatter in the 
visiting dugout at Citizens Bank Park. 
 
“I looked down the bench and there was [Murphy] talking to Bote and [Ian] Happ and mentoring them 
during the course of the game,” Maddon said. “That’s one of the things that we really haven’t had for a 
bit around here. Zo does it. But the way that our guys look up to Daniel as an offensive player, it’s just 
obvious. He’s very candid and open and relaxed during a baseball game, so he’s able to share that kind 
of conversation. 
 
“That’s having another hitting coach. And when it comes from a peer, it normally is a better, more 
lasting message a lot of times. You can be the top manager, the top hitting coach or the top pitching 
coach, but when a Cy Young pitcher talks to a pitcher, or a hitter of this magnitude speaks to a young 
hitter, it’s different. When you get that kind of a message from a peer, it has an opportunity to stick 
even more.” 
 
The Cubs know Bote enjoys working on his craft and will maximize his time with Murphy, who will 
become a free agent after this season. 
 
The Cubs had so many other prospects that they never really hyped Bote, an 18th-round pick in the 
2012 draft out of Neosho County Community College in Kansas. The farm system would get so loaded 
that Bote played with Báez, Bryant, Happ, Albert Almora Jr., Kyle Schwarber, Willson Contreras, Gleyber 
Torres, Jorge Soler, Jeimer Candelario and Victor Caratini in Arizona, Boise, Kane County, South Bend, 
Daytona, Myrtle Beach, Tennessee and Iowa. 
 
“Everybody loved this guy’s makeup,” amateur scouting director Matt Dorey said. “But there [were 
times] where he didn’t get a ton of at-bats and I’m sure there was some conversations about, ‘OK, do we 
have space for Bote?’ 
 
“It was across the board from a player-development standpoint: ‘We have to keep this guy around, even 
if he ends up being like an organizational player.’ Because he knows how to play. He’s totally embraced 
‘The Cubs Way’ and the ‘When It Happens’ mantra that we had in the minor leagues. Credit to him, he 
just hung around long enough that all of a sudden at-bats really became available in 2016 in Myrtle and 
he just went off.” 
 
Rick Schroeder, an old-school scout who now works for the Texas Rangers, recommended Bote, the son 
of a decorated high school coach in Colorado, during the 2012 draft. Cubs staffers in the minors 
appreciated Bote’s positive attitude and high-energy personality. The research and development 



 
department analyzed Bote’s beneath-the-surface performance and generated some ideas to help 
transform an unheralded Double-A player into a legitimate big-leaguer. 
 
“There’s also just some evolution of a hitter,” Dorey said. “Usually, power comes last with guys that are 
pretty good hitters. Obviously, having that conversation with him was the first part. But then you look at 
how many guys can implement the swing changes without crushing their approach or their mechanics, 
completely taking away what they’re good at. 
 
“That kind of goes back into the traditional scouting thing: OK, is he a good athlete? OK, yes. Does he 
have baseball aptitude and body awareness? Yes. Does he have good baseball IQ and is he open-
minded? Yeah. Those are all scouting things that you have to ask yourself along the way. 
 
“And then when this change needs to happen to make him more of a prospect, you have more comfort 
that there’s a good chance he can make them. Not to say that it happens all the time, but it’s a great 
organizational win and it couldn’t happen to a better person.” 
 
That might explain why president of baseball operations Theo Epstein estimated that he probably got 
more text messages after The Bote Game than some of the 2016 World Series games. 
 
“There must have been nothing else on,” Epstein joked after Bote’s pinch-hit, walk-off grand slam on 
“Sunday Night Baseball” against the Nationals at Wrigley Field. 
 
Five of Bote’s six homers have either tied the game or given the Cubs the lead — and 16 of his 26 RBIs 
have come with two outs — creating an aura that overshadowed his 1-for-21 skid heading into Tuesday 
night’s game at Miller Park. But Bote led off the second inning with a double against Brewers lefty Wade 
Miley and scored with some heads-up baserunning and showed off his slick defense at third base. That 
combination makes Bote an intriguing option for any potential playoff roster and a future low-cost 
option as the Cubs try to maintain a perennial contender. 
 
“He’s got a big barrel,” Epstein said. “Some guys have like smaller barrels where it just doesn’t come off 
hot that often. They really got to get the pitch in a certain spot and put a certain swing on it and find 
that sweet spot. 
 
“He’s just a combination of the way his hands and wrists work in his swing. With the swing plane that 
he’s got now, it’s a huge barrel. He’s always hit the ball hard. It’s been well-documented that he’s always 
just mashed balls from instructional league on, but he was just hitting the ball down into the ground. 
 
“Getting his swing on a little bit better plane, he’s been able to pull that off while continuing to barrel up 
balls, so you’re seeing balls just explode all over the park.” 
 
As the Cubs deal with the grind of the 162-game schedule and all the pressures inside a pennant race, 
Bote has listened to Murphy’s suggestions on how to attack certain pitchers, what to do when you feel 
off and ways to think about a mental approach. 
 
“It’s a continual process,” Bote said. “I get frustrated sometimes in my cage work when the old swing 
kind of comes through. It’s not going to go away. It’s just being conscious of continuing to get better and 
then new challenges are presenting itself. 
 
“I’m finding things that I need to work on that I didn’t have to work on before, so it’s just a continual, 
ever-morphing, fluid thing. It’s a never-ending process.” 
 



 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs tip cap to Miley, drop first series since July 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The problem for the Cubs on Tuesday night wasn't jet lag because they are in the middle 
of an arduous stretch of playing on 23 consecutive days. The problem was Wade Miley. 
 
Miley held the Cubs to three hits over six innings in a sloppy 11-1 Milwaukee win at Miller Park, and the 
Brewers now are three games back in the National League Central. How strange a game was this? The 
Brewers had no RBI hits until Christian Yelich's two-run double in the seventh, which opened a 9-1 lead. 
 
"We got our butts kicked. That's basically what happened," Chicago's Albert Almora Jr. said. "You guys 
can panic. We won't do that. We'll take it day by day. We'll come on and play tomorrow and try to take 
a win. ... They came out hot today and they beat us." 
 
The Cubs are 10-5 on this extended stretch of games. This is the Cubs' first series loss since the Cardinals 
took two of three games, July 27-29. 
 
"No, I honestly don't [think they're tired]," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said, when asked if the long trip 
was catching up to the players. "The vibe's good. Miley caught up to us today. He pitched really well. 
Last night, we had the game and gave it up late. Today, they just beat us and we got out-pitched." 
 
Maddon has been rotating players in and out to give them rest. Daniel Murphy did not play Tuesday but 
will be back in the leadoff spot on Wednesday in the series finale. 
 
"We'll get more of the look of the lineup that we like with Murphy back in there, [Ben Zobrist] back in 
there and [Kris Bryant] in there simultaneously," Maddon said. "The other guys, I don't think are 
fatigued. We've been giving guys on and off pretty well. I think we just got beat today." 
 
Chicago starter Mike Montgomery zipped through the first inning but needed 30 pitches to get through 
the second when the Brewers loaded the bases with two outs and a run scored on a wild pitch by the 
lefty during Miley's at-bat to tie the game at 1. 
 
In the fourth, Erik Kratz hit a sacrifice fly to give Miley all the support he needed. Montgomery lasted 
four innings in his second start since coming off the disabled list. He's aware of how close the Brewers 
are in the standings. 
 
"We have to play well to beat them," Montgomery said. "They're a good team. They always play well 
against us, they always have that chip on their shoulder. Tonight was their night. We understand where 
we're at as a team. We're a pretty confident group. I think we'll bounce back just fine." 
 
In the Brewers' sixth, another run scored on a throwing error by shortstop Addison Russell and they 
tallied on a passed ball by Willson Contreras. It got worse when the Brewers loaded the bases and Dillon 
Maples hit Jesus Aguilar with a pitch to force in another run. 
 
"We have to pitch better out of the bullpen," Maddon said. "This is September, you call up extra guys to 
not overuse anybody, and we didn't get the moments out of the guys. [When the score is] 2-1, 3-1, 
that's the game you want to keep it there." 
 



 
Said Aguilar: "They made a couple mistakes and they paid the price. That's how this game goes. We got 
lucky there, too. We took advantage." 
 
With the loss, the Cubs are 4-5 at Miller Park this year, although they still lead the season series, 9-6, 
with four games remaining. 
 
"They're just like us and they have a lot of fun and enjoy playing this game," Almora said of the Brewers. 
"It'll be an interesting finish. You guys will have a lot to write about, and we'll keep enjoying these 
games." 
 
JUMP START 
David Bote doubled to lead off the second for the Cubs' first hit of the game and moved up on Ben 
Zobrist's sacrifice. Bote then took advantage of a Brewers miscue, scoring on a fielding error by 
shortstop Orlando Arcia, who bobbled Contreras' grounder, then overthrew first. Contreras ended up on 
second base but was stranded. 
 
INJURY UPDATE 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo had to leave the game because of a contusion sustained in the third inning 
when he fouled a pitch off his right foot. X-rays were negative. Rizzo stayed in the game until the sixth, 
when he was removed in a double switch. 
 
"He took one off the foot on a foul ball," Maddon said. "He was starting to get tight and definitely 
wanted to get him off his foot. He said he's good [for Wednesday]." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I feel if we try to press and try to do too much, that's when things go sideways. We can't look at the 
scoreboard and think, 'Oh man, we need to score seven each inning.' These guys are really good, and 
not just these guys but everybody in this league. You look at the worst team in our division, Cincinnati, 
and they give us hard games. This is the big leagues at the end of the day, and it's a lot of fun to be here. 
As a competitor, I enjoy every minute of it. Right now I was talking to [Murphy] about how can I get 
better, how can we get better. It's just a process." -- Almora 
 
"We stated at the beginning of this series, with six left against [the Cubs], we've got to win that six-game 
series pretty convincingly to get back in it. We're off to a good start. We've still got a bunch of games 
against other teams, too, but this is how we had to start it." -- Brewers manager Craig Counsell 
 
UP NEXT 
This key NL Central series wraps up Wednesday at 7:10 p.m. CT from Miller Park in the MLB.TV Free 
Game of the Day. Jose Quintana (11-9, 4.21 ERA) will start for the Cubs against Jhoulys Chacin (14-5, 
3.53). These two pitchers squared off at Wrigley Field on Aug. 14, and Chacin threw seven innings in a 7-
0 Brewers win. Quintana gave up five runs over five innings and took the loss in that outing. He's coming 
off a no-decision against the Phillies in which he gave up one run over six innings. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Rizzo exits with foot bruise; X-rays negative 
By Carrie Muskat 
 



 
MILWAUKEE -- Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo was hit by a pitch on his left foot in the first inning, but 
he had to leave Tuesday night's 11-1 loss to the Brewers after he sustained a contusion when he fouled 
a pitch off his other foot in the third. 
 
X-rays of Rizzo's right foot were negative. 
 
"He took one off the foot on a foul ball," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "He was starting to get tight 
and definitely wanted to get him off his foot. He said he's good [for Wednesday]." 
 
In the third, Rizzo finished the at-bat and grounded out to first baseman Jesus Aguilar. Rizzo was then 
lifted after the sixth in a double switch. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez's MVP case lies in extraordinary versatility 
By Mike Petriello 
 
Depending on how you view these things, Javier Baez is going to find himself in something like an eight-
way race for the National League Most Valuable Player Award at the end of the month. (Remember: 
ballots are due at the end of the regular season, even though the awards won't be announced until 
November.) Two of his competitors play in the outfield for Milwaukee, which faces the Cubs in 
Wednesday's MLB.TV Free Game of the Day at 8 p.m. ET.  
 
With the crowded race, Baez could win the award, or he could finish something like seventh, and neither 
outcome would be all that surprising -- the competition is just that tight. So, how is he going to set 
himself apart? It might have to be with the one thing that he offers in a way that no other candidate 
can: his versatility.  
 
Baez, hitting .299/.330/.578 entering play on Tuesday, is having an objectively fantastic season. Despite 
an expansion of his famously free-swinging ways, he's become one of only three Cubs to ever have a 
season of 30 home runs and 20 stolen bases, along with Sammy Sosa (three times) and Ryne Sandberg 
(1990). Thanks to his value added on the bases and in the field as well as with his bat, he'll end up with 
one of the dozen or so most valuable seasons by a Cubs hitter in the last 30 years. 
 
No one disputes that he's been great this year, it's just that in the context of the MVP conversation, lots 
of guys have been great. If we check out the FanGraphs Wins Above Replacement leaderboards, we'll 
see that each of the top seven names have an argument to make. (Don't worry about differences in 
tenths of a point of WAR; they're not worth worrying about.)  
 
5.4 WAR -- Matt Carpenter, STL 
5.2 WAR -- Paul Goldschmidt, ARI 
5.1 WAR -- Baez, CHC 
5.0 WAR -- Lorenzo Cain, MIL 
4.8 WAR -- Christian Yelich, MIL 
4.7 WAR -- Nolan Arenado, COL 
4.6 WAR -- Freddie Freeman, ATL 
 
Now, it's very true that the Most Valuable Player Award is not simply a tally of "who has the most Wins 
Above Replacement," though there's generally a very strong correlation between the year's best player 
and the player with the most WAR. In this case, each name listed is on a team in the playoff hunt, which 



 
unfortunately seems to be a prerequisite for some voters, and the list doesn't even include pitchers like 
Jacob deGrom and Aaron Nola, who may get some measure of support. 
 
When you look at the list above, Baez is squarely in the mix, but he doesn't stand out. He'll probably be 
out-homered by Carpenter, Arenado and maybe Goldschmidt. He has 21 steals, but Cain has 25. He's a 
phenomenal defender, but so is Arenado. So is Cain. He's tied with Eugenio Suarez for the most runs 
driven in, but voters don't care about RBIs as much as they used to. Among players with at least 400 
plate appearances, he is out-slugging every National Leaguer other than Max Muncy, which is great, but 
his .330 on-base percentage is tied for 89th.  
 
All of that may or may not be enough to push him over the top for voters, so instead, Baez supporters 
may want to focus on his nearly unprecedented versatility, at least at this level of offensive production. 
Remember, he started the year as Chicago's primary second baseman, filling in every now and then for 
Addison Russell at shortstop. When Kris Bryant hit the disabled list, Baez began to see more time at 
third. When Daniel Murphy arrived to play second and Russell was injured, Baez played shortstop every 
day, returning to play third on Monday and second on Tuesday.  
 
Dating back to the beginning of baseball's history in the 19th century, here is a full and complete list of 
every player who had a qualified season with an OPS+ of at least 130 (100 is league average) while 
playing at least 15 games at second, shortstop and third, and doing it all with positive defensive value. 
 
Rogers Hornsby, 1919 
Billy Grabarkewitz, 1970 
Toby Harrah, 1975 
Javier Baez, 2018 
 
That's it. The other three include an inner-circle Hall of Famer (Hornsby) and a pair of useful players with 
five All-Star appearances between them. If we keep it at 130 OPS+ but remove the requirement for 
"positive defensive value," then the only other name that shows up is Marwin Gonzalez, for Houston last 
year. No one's ever done it playing first, second and third. No one's ever done it playing first, third and 
short. 
 
This just doesn't happen that often, players hitting at a high level while fielding the three most valuable 
infield positions at a high level, and it's now been over 40 years since you saw a similar season. (It's true 
that Carpenter has also played multiple spots, but he's still primarily a corner infielder, and not one who 
offers a particularly strong amount of defensive value.)  
 
Is that enough to boost Baez in the minds of award voters, assuming that the season-ending stat lines all 
look relatively similar to what they do now? It's difficult to say. Harrah finished 15th in the 1975 AL MVP 
voting, but we also know that voters considered these things wildly different back then. 
 
Baez already had a "soft factor" in his favor, considering his unofficial status as "baseball's most exciting 
player." (You can't ever quantify this. But he is.) He's not alone there, either; Carpenter has his salsa-
fueled binge from a terrible start to getting his name in this conversation, and Goldschmidt has a similar 
story as well.  
 
Baez's versatility is a little more tangible than a turn-around season because on-field versatility has 
become more and more important in baseball, as Baez's own teammate Ben Zobrist could tell you a lot 
about. It feels like the Cubs wouldn't be able to do nearly as much of what they do without Baez around. 
That's always been true, of course, but this year he's added the outstanding bat to what had previously 
been a powerful-but-flawed profile. 



 
 
The ability to shift from position to position while playing at a high level, unlike any player we've seen in 
decades, could sway some voters in Baez's favor. But even if not, whether he finishes first or fourth of 
seventh, Baez had had the breakout season that Cubs fans have been waiting on for years. They're 
probably the NL's best team. He might just be their best player. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Brewers-Cubs rivalry filled with wild finishes 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Cole Hamels is new to the Cubs-Brewers rivalry and, in his first comments on it after 
Monday's series opener, it's fair to say he may have stoked the flames a bit for Brewers fans. 
 
"I know the rivalries I've had in the past, you can definitely feel it," Hamels said. "When you have the 
majority of Cubs fans in the stands, I don't know if that's a rivalry yet. They're not going to like me for 
the comment, but you can look at the ticket sales. Cubs fans travel well, and they represented us well. I 
think it's a matter of us going out and playing hard." 
 
The Brewers have tried to stem the influx of Cubs fans at Miller Park. They held a presale for single-
game tickets against the Cubs, and the only way you could buy one was if your credit card had a 
Wisconsin zip code. 
 
On Wednesday, the two teams will square off in the series finale, which is the MLB.TV Free Game of the 
Day. It'll be Jose Quintana (11-9, 4.21 ERA) vs. Jhoulys Chacin (14-5, 3.53), and the game will feature two 
National League Most Valuable Player Award candidates in Chicago's Javier Baez and Milwaukee's 
Christian Yelich. 
 
If history is any indication, this one will be worth tuning in for. Here are just a few of the memorable 
games played between these teams the past two seasons: 
 
1. April 7, 2017, at Miller Park: Brewers 2, Cubs 1 (11 innings) 
Ben Zobrist hit a home run in the second, and Jesus Aguilar tied the game with a two-out RBI single in 
the Brewers' third. The Cubs loaded the bases in the 10th, but Jared Hughes got Zobrist to hit into 4-6-3 
double play. The Brewers then loaded the bases in the 11th inning against Mike Montgomery, who gave 
up a single to Ryan Braun, walked Aguilar and hit pinch-hitter Jett Bandy. Braun then scored the game-
winner on a wild pitch. 
 
2. April 19, 2017 at Wrigley Field: Cubs 7, Brewers 4 
The Cubs trailed 4-3 going into the ninth at Wrigley Field. Neftali Feliz was on the mound for the 
Brewers, and with one out, Jon Jay walked. Miguel Montero followed with a pinch-hit single, then Kris 
Bryant tied the game with an RBI single. One out later, Addison Russell smacked a walk-off three-run 
homer on a 2-0 count. 
 
3. July 29, 2017 at Miller Park: Cubs 2, Brewers 1 (11 innings) 
With one out in the Cubs' 11th, Jason Heyward homered off Hughes. Wade Davis got the save, striking 
out Jonathan Villar to end the game. 
 
4. Sept. 21, 2017 at Miller Park: Cubs 5, Brewers 3 (10 innings) 



 
The Cubs tied the game at 3 in the ninth on a two-out RBI single by Baez. In the 10th, Bryant hit a two-
run homer off Oliver Drake, and Davis struck out the side in the 10th for the win. 
 
5. Sept. 22, 2017 at Miller Park: Cubs 5, Brewers 4 (10 innings) 
The game was tied at 4 until the 10th when the Cubs loaded the bases against Corey Knebel on a walk to 
Bryant, a single by Anthony Rizzo and an intentional walk to Zobrist. One out later, Tommy La Stella 
walked to force in the game-winning run. 
 
6. Sept. 23, 2017 at Miller Park: Brewers 4, Cubs 3 (10 innings) 
The Cubs led 2-1 until the Brewers tied the game in the ninth against Davis on a home run by Orlando 
Arcia. Jeremy Jeffress was pitching in the 10th. The Cubs took a 3-2 lead in the 10th, but Braun doubled 
and then scored on Travis Shaw's walk-off homer. That series ended with a 5-0 Cubs win as Quintana 
threw a three-hit shutout, striking out 10. 
 
7. April 6, 2018 at Miller Park: Brewers 5, Cubs 4 
The Brewers led 4-2, but the Cubs tied the game in the sixth when Baez hit an RBI triple and then scored 
on Eric Sogard's throwing error. In the ninth, Manny Pina took over. He walked, moved up on an infield 
single, then reached third on Bryant's throwing error. Pina scored on Arcia's walk-off RBI single. 
 
8. April 7, 2018 at Miller Park: Cubs 5, Brewers 2 
The Cubs trailed, 2-1, but scored four runs in the ninth. They loaded the bases, taking advantage of a 
throwing error by Arcia and a fielding error by Shaw. Zobrist hit an RBI single, and Ian Happ followed 
with a two-run single. Zobrist then scored from third on pinch-hitter Jon Lester's sacrifice. 
 
9. April 26, 2018 at Wrigley Field: Cubs 1, Brewers 0 
Kyle Hendricks and Chase Anderson staged a pitching duel with the only run coming on a solo homer by 
Kyle Schwarber with one out in the Chicago sixth. 
 
10. June 11, 2018, at Miller Park: Cubs 7, Brewers 2 (11 innings) 
The Cubs scored in the eighth on Heyward's one-out RBI single to tie the game at 2, then scored five 
runs in the 11th, kick-started by Rizzo's homer on the first pitch of the inning from Matt Albers. Two 
outs later, Baez walked, stole second and got to third on a throwing error. Zobrist and Albert Almora Jr. 
each added RBI singles, and Heyward followed with a two-run double. 
 
11. June 13, 2018, at Miller Park: Brewers 1, Cubs 0 
Lorenzo Cain homered off Montgomery in the third for the only run the Brewers needed. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs, Brewers take high road on 'rivalry' talk 
By Adam McCalvy and Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Cole Hamels doesn't think Cubs-Brewers is a proper rivalry because Chicago fans packed 
Miller Park on Monday for his first taste of the neighboring teams' head-to-head matchups. 
 
Brewers manager Craig Counsell's view? Whatever, man. 
 
"I really look at, like, we're spending way too much time trying to classify rivalries," Counsell said 
Tuesday, after Hamels' comments in the wake of Milwaukee's 4-3 win in an instant classic that made the 



 
social media and talk radio rounds. "Like, enjoy the baseball games, man. I mean, home, road, I'm happy 
I'm in the building. Let's be in the building and enjoy those games. 
 
"If you're not enjoying the game [Monday] -- sorry, Cubs fans, I know it didn't turn out the way you 
wanted -- that's a great baseball game. I mean, the moment with [Anthony] Rizzo, I could be a fan for a 
minute, too. That's a great moment. I remember being in New York when Tino Martinez hit a home run 
off Byung-Hyun Kim [during the 2001 World Series]. I'm standing at second base, and for a second you 
think, 'That's an incredible moment. I'm happy to be in the building.' Josh Hader hadn't given up a home 
run to a left-handed hitter in his big league career. Give Rizzo credit, man, he did a great thing. The 
building went crazy. It's a huge moment, it's a fun moment. It's why we're all here right now -- we love 
this sport. 
 
"Rivalry? Whatever, man. Put me in the building and let me enjoy the game, I'm good." 
 
Here's what Hamels said that prompted the back and forth Tuesday: 
 
"When you have the majority of Cubs fans in the stands, I don't know if that's a rivalry yet," he said. 
"They're not going to like me for the comment, but you can look at the ticket sales. Cubs fans travel well 
and they represented us well. I think it's a matter of us going out and playing hard." 
 
Hamels was correct that Brewers fans wouldn't like the comment -- and also correct that Cubs fans 
seemed to clearly outnumber Brewers fans, as they usually do when these teams meet. 
 
But he was wrong about the ticket sales. The Brewers entered Tuesday ranked 10th of 30 Major League 
teams in average, at 34,807. If you removed the Cubs games, they would still rank 10th. 
 
So, it's not a matter of rabid Cubs fans gobbling up empty seats. Anecdotal evidence suggests many 
Brewers fans sell tickets to home games against the Cubs to Cubs fans, many of whom live in southern 
Wisconsin or northern Illinois, and can make the short drive to see their team play on the road in a 
domed stadium that guarantees a game. They can even save a few bucks on cold beer. 
 
The Brewers tried to correct the imbalance over the winter by hosting a presale for Cubs games at Miller 
Park for customers in Wisconsin zip codes. The evidence so far suggests it didn't work. 
 
But as Counsell suggested, does it really matter? 
 
He found some agreement on that in the visitors' clubhouse. 
 
"I'm on the same page with him," said Cubs manager Joe Maddon. "Rivalries are normally created by fan 
bases, and I know the proximity is there. The best I can describe it is, I think it's legitimately the 
Cardinals and Cubs, they've created that [rivalry]. I've been involved in the past in different 
organizations with the Dodgers and Angels and it's a different feeling. You can go back to your high 
school days, you know what that feels like. It was a great game, both teams are playing well. 
 
"It's something that could build into something over time. You just can't create a rivalry by writing that it 
is. It has to be felt, it has to be proven over time. I agree with Craig. It was a really good baseball game." 
 
Rivalry or not. 
 
-- 
 



 
Cubs.com 
Cubs call up lefty Garcia; Smyly impresses 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs added left-hander Jaime Garcia to their bullpen mix on Tuesday. Drew Smyly 
thinks he may be close, too. 
 
Garcia and Smyly both threw live batting practice on Tuesday at Miller Park. Garcia's contract was 
selected and he was in the bullpen for the Cubs' second game of their series against the Brewers. 
 
"He's had a lot of success on the Major League level," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of Garcia. "The 
delivery was good, the health was good, the ball out of the hand was good. The velocity was 88, 89 
[mph], and that's in a practice situation. [He had a] really good changeup, he's always had that. He 
looked normal to me. I know he's been a starter and he was moved to the bullpen. It's an interesting 
concept." 
 
Garcia, 32, signed a Minor League contract after he was released by the Blue Jays. The lefty was 3-6 with 
a 5.93 ERA in 25 games (13 starts) for Toronto this season. He's also pitched for the Cardinals, Braves, 
Twins and Yankees. 
 
Smyly has been on the 60-day disabled list as he recovers from Tommy John surgery. He threw 23 
pitches in his workout on Tuesday. 
 
"I feel close," Smyly said. "I feel better than I have since my surgery. It's a really good feeling to have 
when you're on the mound. You can feel the mental hesitations falling off. I feel strong, and I feel 
healthy. It's a fun time right now. I'm excited to keep moving forward." 
 
Whether or not Smyly will get into a game with the Cubs has not been determined. He's eager. 
 
"It's showing signs of being normal," he said. "I would love to start pitching again." 
 
Maddon was pleased with the left-hander's workout. 
 
"Smyly was outstanding. That was really good Smyly," Maddon said. "I've seen that in the past -- the 
velocity was up, the carry was good on the pitch, the breaking ball was better." 
 
What's most encouraging is how Smyly has felt the day after he pitches. 
 
"He said, 'It feels better post,'" Maddon said. "That's the big difference between now and a month ago 
when he thought he was feeling good." 
 
To make room on the Cubs' 40-man roster for Garcia, the Cubs recalled outfielder Mark Zagunis and 
placed him on the 60-day disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. 
 
Lester, Hamels up for Clemente Award 
Jon Lester and Cole Hamels were nominated for the Roberto Clemente Award for the Cubs and Rangers, 
respectively. Lester spearheads the NVRQT campaign, run by the Pediatric Cancer Research Foundation, 
which helps raise awareness and funds for children's cancer research. Lester, a cancer survivor himself, 
hosts a charity event every year in Chicago and invites cancer patients to ballgames as part of his "Road 
Rallies." 
 



 
Hamels and his wife, Heidi, run the Hamels Foundation, which has a dual purpose of providing support 
for quality education in the United States and establishing a school in Malawi, Africa. 
 
The Roberto Clemente Award is given annually to the player who best exemplifies the game of baseball, 
sportsmanship, community involvement and the individual's contribution to his team. The award is 
named for Hall of Fame outfielder Roberto Clemente, who died in a plane crash while delivering supplies 
to victims of an earthquake in Nicaragua. 
 
The Cubs' Anthony Rizzo was the recipient of the prestigious award last year. The winner is announced 
during the World Series. 
 
Worth noting 
Cubs closer Brandon Morrow still has not thrown off the mound. He's been sidelined since July 18 with 
right biceps inflammation. 
 
"He's still progressing," Maddon said. "He's feeling better. I know he's optimistic about getting back, and 
I am, too. No regression. Everything's been positive." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Hamels named NL Pitcher of Month 
By David Adler 
 
Cole Hamels' brilliant first month with the Cubs and Blake Snell's continued dominance after returning 
to the Rays have netted them MLB's Pitcher of the Month Awards for August. 
 
Hamels was named the National League Pitcher of the Month on Tuesday, with Snell named American 
League Pitcher of the Month. It's the first career Pitcher of the Month Award for both pitchers. 
 
The Cubs acquired Hamels from the Rangers before the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline to bolster 
their starting rotation for their postseason push -- and the veteran left-hander has been everything 
they've hoped for and more. 
 
No pitcher in baseball was better than Hamels in August. In his debut month with his new team, he had 
a 0.69 ERA, easily the best in the Major Leagues, and he collected 38 strikeouts. Hamels didn't allow 
more than one run in any of his six starts, which included his first complete game of the year on Aug. 23. 
He went 4-0, and Chicago won all six of the games he pitched. 
 
In the AL, Snell forced his way back into the Cy Young Award race after coming back from the left 
shoulder fatigue that had landed him on the disabled list coming out of the All-Star break. In five August 
starts, the left-hander went 4-0 with a 1.04 ERA, the best of any AL pitcher who threw at least 20 innings 
during the month. 
 
Like Hamels, Snell didn't allow more than one run in any outing, and he also racked up 34 strikeouts in 
his 26 innings. Snell's four wins in August, plus another in his first start of September, give him a Major 
League-leading 17 on the year. His season ERA of 2.02 is second in the AL, behind only Chris Sale's 1.97. 
 
The Cubs have now had two Pitchers of the Month this season, as Jon Lester took the NL honors in June. 
Snell is the Rays' first Pitcher of the Month since Chris Archer in July 2013. 
 



 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Hamels may be the best trade acquisition of 2018 
By Mike Lupica 
 
The part Cole Hamels plays for the Cubs now, as he tries to pitch them back into the World Series, is a 
part that, in the late summer, he has played before. It was just three years ago, in 2015, that the 
Rangers traded for Hamels the way the Cubs did on July 27, acquiring him from the Phillies because they 
thought they could make another run of their own to the World Series. 
 
Hamels was 7-1 for the Rangers that year in 12 starts. Going into Game 5 of the American League 
Division Series against the Blue Jays, the Rangers had been winners in Hamels' previous 11 starts. 
Hamels started the seventh inning of Game 5, one of the craziest innings in recent postseason history, 
one that eventually lasted nearly an hour in real time. Texas' infielders made three straight errors to 
load the bases, and Jose Bautista finally hit a three-run homer off reliever Sam Dyson that inspired one 
of the most famous bat flips in all of postseason history. 
 
Hamels pitched 6 1/3 innings that day, giving up just two earned runs and striking out eight and walking 
just two. But the Rangers didn't make it to the AL Championship Series. Hamels didn't make it back to 
the World Series for the first time since 2009. 
 
Hamels was still only 31 when he got to Texas, and he reminded everybody that he still had it. After that 
Game 5, Hamels said, "I think I could pitch tomorrow. I wish there was a Game 6." 
 
Hamels got another October shot at the Blue Jays the next year, but got lit up and didn't make it out of 
the fourth inning of Game 1. 
 
This year, Hamels' record with the Rangers was 5-9, and he gave up 115 hits in 114 1/3 innings en route 
to a 4.72 ERA. But the Cubs needed another pitcher, especially with the Brewers close by and the 
Cardinals surging. Another ex-Ranger, Yu Darvish, ended up winning just one game on the North Side 
before his season ended with a triceps injury. 
 
The Cubs went for Hamels, who has been pitching for the club even better than he did for Texas when 
the Rangers traded for him three years ago. He's pitched for the Cubs the way he pitched with the 
Phillies in 2008, when he was a World Series MVP at the age of 24. 
 
On Monday, against the Brewers, Hamels pitched six more innings for the Cubs and gave up two earned 
runs in a 4-3 loss, earning a no-decision. He has now started seven games for them, pitched 45 innings 
and given up a grand total of five earned runs for a 1.00 ERA. No starter in baseball is pitching better 
than Hamels is right now. 
 
There was a day in 2006 -- Hamels' rookie year with the Phillies that ended with him going 9-8 and 
starting 23 games -- when I was sitting with the late Gene Michael in the media dining room at the old 
Yankee Stadium. Michael was one of the great baseball men of his time, especially with the Yankees. 
The Yanks were looking for pitching in '06, because even though they kept making the playoffs, they 
always seemed to be looking for starting pitching. 
 
"The kid I'd love to have," Michael said that day, "is the left-handed kid in Philadelphia." 
 
Michael was talking about Hamels, who was 22 at the time. 



 
 
"I've been around this game a long time," Michael said, "and this kid already has one of the best 
changeups I've ever seen. He can be a big pitcher for a long time." 
 
The next year, Hamels went 15-5. The year after that, he was MVP of the 2008 World Series. And a year 
later, Hamels was pitching in the '09 World Series against the Yankees, who roughed him up in his only 
start. He stayed with the Phillies for nine-plus seasons. Then, Hamels went to Texas. Now, he is back in 
play, in such a big and important way, with the Cubs. 
 
And if Hamels keeps pitching the way he's pitched and helps get the Cubs back into the World Series, it 
will mean that of all the moves that all the contenders in baseball have made over the past month -- 
Manny Machado moving to Los Angeles, former MVP Award winners like Andrew McCutchen (Yankees) 
and Josh Donaldson (Indians) moving, and all the starters and relievers who have changed teams across 
two Deadlines -- Hamels will have been as important a move as any club made, even though he almost 
seemed like a last resort for the Cubs when they got him. 
 
Hamels is back to being the kind of pitcher he was when he was a kid to watch in Philly. There was even 
some talk that the Phillies might try to bring Hamels home, but the Cubs grabbed him instead. 
 
"Truthfully, at that time, I didn't even think about [Philadelphia]," Hamels said to Paul Sullivan in the 
Chicago Tribune about the deal. "I was trying to figure out how to pitch well." 
 
Now, Hamels is doing just that. There have been a lot of moves since July all around baseball. The 
Yankees alone have added five guys. But no move has been more impactful than the one the Cubs made 
for Hamels. 
 
Michael was right about Hamels. All this time later, he's still a big pitcher -- not one can you find bigger 
in baseball right now. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Joe Maddon's circle of trust shrinking as Cubs struggle 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MILWAUKEE -- For contending teams, September often can be about finding out who you can trust in 
big moments -- and who you can't. Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon might be able to use Tuesday's 
ugly 11-1 blowout loss to the Milwaukee Brewers for the latter category as his circle of trust could be 
shrinking right now. 
 
Let's start on the mound, where he's still searching for plus and minus relievers -- those guys who can 
keep a game close when the Cubs are trailing, and of course those who can hold a lead as well. 
 
"We self-destructed, pitching-wise," Maddon said of Tuesday's game. 
 
Starter Mike Montgomery didn't have it, allowing the leadoff man to reach base in each of his four 
innings of work. But he's less of a concern than those bullpen arms that came after him considering 
Montgomery isn't slated to be a playoff starter. When he got pinch-hit for in the top of the fifth inning, 
the Brewers were leading only 2-1. Reliever Brandon Kintzler gave up a lead-off double in the bottom of 
the inning, which led to a run, as he continues to confound observers -- while Maddon keeps using him. 
 



 
"Kintzler has the capabilities of being very important to us based on his past... but we have to get more 
there," Maddon said after the game. 
 
Kintzler has an 8.49 ERA as a Cub since being acquired midseason. He's certainly not a plus-reliever with 
that performance, and it's hard to see him pitching even with small scoreboard deficits right now, but 
Maddon may not have many other choices when the Cubs are trailing. What came after Kintzler was 
much worse on Tuesday, including onetime minor league phenom Dillon Maples, who had no control, 
along with James Norwood who gave up runs as well. Cross them off the circle of trust, at least at the 
moment. 
 
Veteran lefty Jorge De La Rosa did pitch better than his stat line -- he gave up two earned runs -- while 
fellow southpaw Brian Duensing got the Cubs out of a mess in the sixth inning before partially blowing 
up in the seventh. As playoff relievers though? The trust isn't there yet with any of them, which brings 
us back to Kintzler. 
 
"Kintzler is the guy that would be very nice to get him back on his feet," Maddon said. 
 
Remember, this game came a day after Maddon's 'A' relievers blew one to the Brewers when Carl 
Edwards Jr and Steve Cishek lost their command as well. They're in the circle of trust by default and also 
based on their body of work. 
 
Around the diamond, there's one player whose playoff life has to be at stake this month: shortstop 
Addison Russell. He's back after a myriad of injuries, including a sore throwing shoulder. On Tuesday, he 
looked rusty, to say the least, leading to run-scoring opportunities for Milwaukee. 
 
"It's just getting back to game speed," Russell said of his progress. 
 
In fairness, there was no minor league rehab assignment for him, so the Cubs are getting him back to 
game speed in the majors in the middle of a pennant race. It's not ideal and the fact of the matter is he 
hasn't had a great season by any metric, other than playing some good defense when healthy. He claims 
he is now, but is he? 
 
"I don't know it's 100 percent," Maddon said. "I stretched him [played him nine innings] a little bit 
today." 
 
Is a healthy Russell in that circle of trust? Not with Javier Baez available to play shortstop and second 
baseman Daniel Murphy now on the team. The Cubs are 10-2 with Murphy in the starting lineup and 0-2 
without him. Now that's a guy you trust in October despite some defensive shortcomings. 
 
Meanwhile, as Maddon figures out who he can trust, Milwaukee has picked up two games in two days. 
Now just three games behind the Cubs, a series sweep would certainly give them a boost. Wednesday 
might be a time to play the trustworthy guys, though any talk of a 'must-win' game now is just silly. The 
Cubs are in command of the division and nothing that happens Wednesday will change that. They'll 
either be up two games or four -- either way they'll still lead. 
 
"We got our butts kicked," outfielder Albert Almora Jr. said of Tuesday's game. "You guys can panic. We 
won't do that." 
 
-- 
 



 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cole Hamels named MLB's NL Pitcher of the Month in August 
By Michael Walton 
 
In a move that came as a shock to no one in the baseball community, Cole Hamels was named the MLB’s 
Pitcher of the Month for the National League. What did come as a shock, is the fact that this is Hamels’ 
first Pitcher of the Month Award in his career. 
 
The 12-year veteran (currently in his 13th season) has been absolutely electric since joining the Cubs to 
boost a struggling rotation. In August, he posted a 4-0 win-loss record, a 1.00 WHIP and a dominant 0.69 
ERA. 
 
His awesome 1.00 ERA as a Cub makes him a classic regression candidate as we approach the 
postseason, but even so, Hamels figures to be one of the more steady hands in Chicago’s postseason 
rotation. 
 
Hamels was once looked at as a consolation prize after missing out on other top arms on the trade 
market, specifically J.A. Happ, Chris Archer and relief pitcher Zach Britton. Now, there are writers who 
consider Hamels the best trade acquisition of 2018. He added some firepower to the rotation, replacing 
the oft-maligned Tyler Chatwood. And Hamels even had the first complete game for a Cubs pitcher on 
the year, surprising considering that it was Aug. 23 when this happened, not surprising if you are familiar 
with the Cubs pitching staff pre-Hamels. 
 
It would be nice if when it is all said and done, Hamels is the best trade acquisition of 2018, but the Cubs 
would settle for continued consistency, even if it meant a bit of regression. The Cubs have won all six of 
the contests that Hamels has started, and if they plan to make a deep postseason run, it may be wise to 
ride the hot hand. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Are the Cubs inching closer to unleashing their secret weapon? 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Drew Smyly's potential return has been hovering over the Cubs as an enticing X-factor all season. 
 
Will he pitch this season? If so, how will he be used and how effective will he be? 
 
Labor Day weekend has passed and we still don't have any answers to these questions for a guy with a 
track record of success over more than 570 big-league innings, which is why Joe Maddon has referred to 
Smyly as a secret weapon for this Cubs team. 
 
The 29-year-old southpaw threw a simulated game Tuesday afternoon, tossing 23 pitches against 
teammates Victor Caratini and Terrance Gore. 
 
"[He looked] really good. Smyly was outstanding, actually," Maddon said. "That was really good Smyly. 
I've seen that in the past. The velocity was up, the carry was good on the pitch, the breaking ball was 
better. 
 
"With another couple weeks to really get out and pitch, he'd be ready to do something. He was looking 
that good." 



 
 
Meaning what? 
 
"If he was able to be on a regular routine and stretched out, there's no telling what he could do right 
now. He looked that good." 
 
Smyly was supposed to throw Monday with Triple-A Iowa, but the rain pushed it back to Tuesday. There 
are no more minor league games for Smyly to rehab in, so sim games are all he has right now as he 
works back from Tommy John surgery. 
 
He did throw one inning with Class-A South Bend on August 30, striking out all three batters he faced. 
 
At the moment, the Cubs don't have a next step mapped out for Smyly. 
 
It's mostly about the recovery time right now for Smyly, who hasn't pitched in a big-league game since 
2016. 
 
Earlier in the season, the Cubs had talked about potentially utilizing Smyly out of the bullpen or even 
supplementing the rotation if everything went well. A spot start seems out of reach at this point with 
less than four weeks left in the season, but Maddon acknowledged Smyly could probably pitch an inning 
in a game right now.  
 
Smyly's rehab got stuck in neutral for most of August because of the recovery issue. After throwing in 
higher-intensity outings like sim games, the muscle soreness would linger for a few days since he went 
so long without using all those muscles. 
 
That recovery time hasn't been an issue of late, he said, and that's a cause for optimism. 
 
"I feel strong, I feel healthy," Smyly said. "It's a fun time right now. I'm excited to keep moving forward. 
... The recovery phase of pitching — facing hitters, letting it go and then waking up a day or two later 
and feel good enough to continue throwing. 
 
"That was kind of what held me back the last six weeks. Since I started ramping it up again, it just feels 
way different. Everything's coming a little more easier. It feels fresh. It's a good thing right now." 
 
Smyly said he would love to pitch again this season, but knows there's a bigger picture and ultimately, it 
will be up to the Cubs front office, coaching staff and training staff to make that call. 
 
He approached Tuesday's sim game like a tryout of sorts, trying to impress the Cubs decision-makers 
and show them he should be pitching in the big leagues. 
 
"In my mind, I'm close," he said. "I finally feel like my arm's coming around and it's showing signs of 
being normal again." 
 
Smyly fully acknowledges the mental hurdle he had to get over with his surgically-repaired elbow. Even 
though he's fully healthy now, the feeling in the elbow was still a conscious thought at the front of his 
brain — especially when snapping off a curveball. 
 
Not to mention the patience of a recovery process that has kept him out of action for nearly two full 
MLB seasons right in the midst of his prime. 
 



 
"The mental aspect — there's been a lot of lonely days, a lot of daydreaming about the future days," 
Smyly said. "It's hard to stay in the present moment. You just want to keep looking forward to the day 
you get to pitch and the day you're healthy again.  
 
"So it's been a long road for me. I can tell I'm getting to the end, but the live BP session today went 
amazing and I think I opened some eyes with the coaches that are watching behind. I'm just excited to 
keep moving forward." 
 
Over the final few weeks of the regular season, the bullpen will be one of the main talking points on a 
daily basis.  
 
There are so many questions still unanswered about how the Cubs will construct a postseason bullpen 
(assuming they make the postseason) with guys like Smyly and Brandon Morrow recovering from injury. 
 
With the Cubs still looking for more stability among their left-handed relievers beyond Justin Wilson, a 
guy like Smyly could come in handy if he is able to ramp it back up. 
 
After all, he has a career 2.47 ERA, 1.07 WHIP and 9.7 K/9 in 87.1 innings of relief. 
 
So can he be a secret weapon for the Cubs in the final month of the regular season and possibly into the 
playoffs? 
 
"I hope I can be," Smyly said. "I'm just looking forward to play and being a part of this team a little more. 
Any way I can help in September would be great and hopefully I can just keep progressing through the 
end of the month and we'll see where it leads me." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Predicting Cubs postseason roster and Game 1 lineup in the first week of September 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Can the Cubs get to 95 wins? 
 
I was posed this question by a friend over the holiday weekend. He was asking more for betting terms, 
but it got me thinking how realistic the possibility was. 
 
Conventional wisdom would say "yes" just based on past history. The last time the top seed in the 
National League had fewer than 95 wins was in 2007, when the Arizona Diamondbacks finished with a 
90-72 record. 
 
The NL this year has redefined the word "parity", but the Cubs have still been the leaders of the pack for 
a while now and entered this week's series in Milwaukee on a roll. 
 
After taking 10 of their last 13 games (after Monday's loss, the Cubs sit at 81-56 with 25 games left to 
play.  
 
In order to reach 95 wins, they'd have to fly the "W" flag 14 times in those 25 games. 
 
That doesn't seem altogether difficult, but going 14-11 with this September schedule is going to be 
tough.  



 
 
The only sub-.500 teams the Cubs face in the final month of the regular season are against the Reds and 
White Sox, both teams that have been playing better than their record indicates of late. 
 
But these Cubs know how important it would be to get that No. 1 seed in the NL and have homefield 
advantage throughout the playoffs. Even with Monday's loss to the Brewers, they've still been locked in 
for a couple weeks now. 
 
"You look at the record and it's like — how did we get to this point? It's been laborious," Maddon said 
Monday. "A lot of things have not clicked like we have, particularly with the starting pitching. That has 
been the part that is probably maybe hitting its stride at the right time.  
 
"I thought it would like this earlier in the year. Of course, Cole [Hamels] being here. ... The acquisitions 
have helped straighten out the bullpen. The acquisitions have helped straighten out the rotation. and 
then, of course, the acquisition of Daniel [Murphy]. It's almost a different team right now.  
 
"Javy's been playing short, Addison's been out. Bote's been playing third, KB's out. And the ascension of 
Zobrist — Comeback Player of the Year. All this stuff has transpired before our very eyes, almost 
unnoticably. It's just happened.  
 
"You look up and here you are in September and you're playing pretty good. Yeah, it's where we want it 
to be, but how we've gotten here, it's a different path than we thought it was gonna be coming out of 
camp." 
 
So as the Cubs cling to a four-game lead over the Brewers, let's take a look at how the playoff roster and 
Game 1 lineup might look like coming off Labor Day weekend. 
 
As we did last week, we'll also project the team the Cubs might play in the NLDS — which would be the 
Brewers if the regular season ended today (they hold a 1.5-game lead on the Cardinals in the wild-card 
and thus would host the one-game playoff). 
 
The Brewers would likely throw ace Jhoulys Chacin in the wild-card game, which means Chase Anderson 
might be the guy to start in the first game of the NLDS. 
 
This year, Anderson has actually been a reverse-splits guy, hit harder by righties than lefties. 
 
So a Cubs Game 1 lineup might look like this: 
 
1. Daniel Murphy - 2B 
2. Javy Baez - 3B 
3. Anthony Rizzo - 1B 
4. Kris Bryant - RF 
5. Ben Zobrist - LF 
6. Willson Contreras - C 
7. Albert Almora Jr. - CF 
8. Cole Hamels - P 
9. Addison Russell - SS 
 
Now, there's a lot at play here. For starters, Hamels has done nothing but further his case to be the 
Cubs' Game 1 starter in the postseason after another brilliant outing Monday in Milwaukee. 
 



 
Then there's the Jason Heyward hamstring injury. He hit the disabled list over the weekend in 
Philadelphia and his current status is still in question. If he's not 100 percent by the first week of 
October, that would greatly impact what the Cubs do with their lineup in the NLDS. 
 
However, if Heyward were healthy, he'd probably be in the Game 1 lineup, even against a reverse splits 
guy like Anderson. 
 
Then you have Russell in there hitting ninth and playing shortstop, in part because righties hit Anderson 
better, but also because it gives the Cubs their best defensive lineup while still keeping Murphy in there 
for his bat atop the order. 
 
We saw this defense — Russell at short, Baez at third, Bryant in right — in Monday's game against the 
Brewers and that very well could've been foreshadowing. 
 
Zobrist in left over Schwarber is still a left-handed bat, but it seems more and more likely Zobrist will be 
in the Cubs starting lineup as much as possible in October. Maddon was talking up the 37-year-old 
veteran as a possible NL Comeback Player of the Year before Monday's game. 
 
The Cubs' bench would then look like this: 
 
Victor Caratini 
David Bote 
Tommy La Stella 
Jason Heyward 
Kyle Schwarber 
Ian Happ 
 
The Cubs opted for 14 position players and only 11 pitchers in the 2017 NLDS, as the two off-days in a 
five-game series allow for plenty of rest for the Game 1 and 2 starters — meaning whoever doesn't start 
Game 5 would be available out of the bullpen in an emergency situation. And there's no more than 
back-to-back days with games, so relievers have rest, as well. 
 
Also over the last week, La Stella's bat has started to wake back up, including the all-important first 
home run of the season last Thursday in Atlanta that boosted the Cubs to a victory. It also tied the Cubs 
franchise record for pinch hits in a season (20), once again proving La Stella is one of the best in the 
game in that niche. 
 
Pitching staff 
 
Not much has changed here over the last week. Hamels is still clearly the best starter on the staff at the 
moment, with Lester and Hendricks both looking strong behind him. Those two will be in some 
combination after Hamels in an NLDS rotation. 
 
Jose Quintana also still looks like the fourth starter in the Cubs postseason rotation, though he probably 
would be on such a short leash he may only throw four innings or so. Hard to see Maddon leaving 
Quintana out there for the third time through the order, even if the veteran southpaw has fantastic 
career numbers against the Brewers. 
 
That leaves a bullpen that looks like this: 
 
Brandon Morrow 



 
Pedro Strop 
Carl Edwards Jr. 
Steve Cishek 
Jesse Chavez 
Justin Wilson 
Mike Montgomery 
 
The Cubs have one fewer reliever if they have an extra bench bat, so that means that Brandon Kintzler 
would be off the roster, in this scenario.  
 
Also, we haven't really seen much of a change in Morrow's rehab over the last week, so his insertion 
into a postseason bullpen is still just projection at this point. We haven't heard anything saying he won't 
return this year, so have to plan on Morrow in the October bullpen at the moment. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs allow Brewers one step closer with uncharacteristically sloppy game 
By Tony Andracki 
 
"MVP! MVP!" chants broke out at Miller Park Tuesday night, but not because a bunch of Cubs fans took 
over the place again and were cheering for Javy Baez. 
 
The Brewers faithful were showing their love to Christian Yelich, who had just given his team a 9-1 lead 
— though, amazingly, it was Milwaukee's first RBI hit of the game. 
 
With wins in the first two games of the series, the Brewers are now only three games behind the Cubs in 
the National League Central race with a chance to sweep Wednesday. 
 
It was just that kind of game for the Cubs — a sloppy effort that has been a rare sight from this group 
over the last few seasons. 
 
Before Yelich's double, the Brewers opened up a 7-1 lead in the seventh inning, scoring all 7 runs via 
three sacrifice flies, a wild pitch, a passed ball, a hit-by-pitch with the bases loaded and an error when 
Victor Caratini couldn't catch Addison Russell's throw at first base. 
 
The Cubs committed three errors on the night — one each for Caratini, Russell and Javy Baez. 
 
They also walked 8 Brewers — including Lorenzo Cain four separate times — and hit two guys. 
 
Every pitcher Joe Maddon called on struggled to some effect, beginning with Mike Montgomery (1 
earned run, 3 walks, 2 hits in 4 innings) and ending with Norwood, who surrendered the two-run double 
to Yelich. 
 
On the offensive end, the Cubs managed only 4 hits, did not draw a walk, struck out 10 times and went 
0-for-6 with runners in scoring position before a mini rally in the ninth inning that was thwarted when 
Norwood bounced into a double play. 
 
To add injury to insult, Anthony Rizzo had to leave the game in the sixth inning with a right foot 
contusion after fouling a ball off that foot earlier in the game. 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Everything goes wrong for Cubs as Brewers trim NL Central deficit to 3 games 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
A refresher course in fundamentals, or even some smelling salts, might be in order for the Cubs after 
arguably their worst all-around performance of the season. 
 
Two errors were only part of the problem Tuesday night as the Cubs allowed their lead in the National 
League Central to decrease to three games following an 11-1 humbling by the Brewers at Miller Park. 
 
“We got our butts kicked,” center fielder Albert Almora Jr. said. “That’s basically what happened.” 
 
One night after left-hander Cole Hamels questioned the legitimacy of the rivalry, Cubs fans watched in 
disbelief as the Brewers took advantage of virtually every miscue — from the errors to a passed ball by 
catcher Willson Contreras to nine walks by the pitching staff. 
 
The offense was held to three hits in six innings by left-hander Wade Miley as the Cubs lost consecutive 
games for the first time since dropping three in a row from Aug. 18-21. 
 
“We didn’t pitch well at all,” manager Joe Maddon said. “They didn’t beat us up offensively. We just self-
destructed pitching-wise.” 
 
Cubs slugger Anthony Rizzo left the game in the bottom of the sixth, three innings after fouling a pitch 
off his right foot. 
 
X-rays were negative, and Rizzo was diagnosed with a bruise. Rizzo He told Maddon he’ll be ready for 
Wednesday night’s series finale. 
 
The only consolation was that the blowout allowed Maddon to pull many of his regulars with eight 
games left on this stretch of 23 games without a scheduled day off. 
 
“I’m confident,” Almora said. “We’re going to be fine.” 
 
Shortstop Addison Russell, who was charged with a throwing error in the sixth, will get the night off to 
rest his right shoulder. 
 
“It feels fine,” said Russell, who missed 11 games at the end of August because of soreness. “It was just a 
little hesitation (on the throw), but it feels fine. It’s just getting back to game speed.” 
 
Maddon wasted little time pulling starter Mike Montgomery after four innings, only to witness Brandon 
Kintzler continue to struggle. 
 
But the most glaring flaw was the lack of sound defense that had helped them maintain a season-high 
five-game lead as recently as Sunday night. 
 
A potential double-play grounder grazed off the glove of second baseman Javier Baez that led to a 
tiebreaking run in the fourth. Baez originally was charged with an error, but the call was changed to a hit 
for Travis Shaw after the game. 
 



 
Victor Caratini, Rizzo’s replacement at first, failed to catch a low throw from Russell and was charged 
with an error in the sixth that was followed by a passed ball by Willson Contreras. 
 
Those miscues allowed two runs to score, and Dillon Maples hit Jesus Aguilar with a pitch with the bases 
loaded to cap the rally. 
 
Montgomery, who relies heavily on his defense, struggled with his control from the outset. 
 
The second inning mirrored Montgomery’s woes. He walked Travis Shaw and hit Erik Kratz with a pitch 
to load the bases. 
 
After striking out Orlando Arcia for the second out, Montgomery appeared to be in command with Miley 
coming to the plate. 
 
But Montgomery hurled a wild pitch that enabled Hernan Perez to score the tying run. 
 
“These games are going to happen,” Almora said. “When it rains, it pours.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Left-handed help Jaime Garcia, Drew Smyly on the way for Cubs bullpen 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Help is on the way for the left side of the Cubs bullpen. 
 
Veteran left-hander Jaime Garcia was added to the roster Tuesday, and Drew Smyly is close to joining 
the Cubs, albeit in a limited role. 
 
“If he was able to be on a regular routine and get stretched out, there’s no telling what he can do right 
now,” Maddon said after watching Smyly throw batting practice. 
 
“He looked that good.” 
 
Smyly believes he could pitch right now but knows it’s in the hands of the front office and the medical 
staff, 14 months after Smyly underwent Tommy John surgery. 
 
“He could pitch an inning in a game and need recovery (time),” Maddon said. “But it feels better 
(afterwards). That’s the big difference between now and a month ago.” 
 
Smyly said his fastball topped out at 92 mph but added he is throwing without apprehension. 
 
“I do feel ready, that I can get guys out right now,” said Smyly, who threw a scoreless inning Thursday 
for Class A South Bend. I tried to throw as hard as I could (during batting practice), and it felt amazing. It 
showed with the hitters, and coaches felt impressed. 
 
“If it was up to me, I’d be out there. But it’s not. I have to take it slow.” 
 
Garcia, who has been a starter for most of his career, made 13 starts and 12 relief appearances for the 
Blue Jays this season before he was released on Aug. 29 with a 5.93 ERA. Garcia, who pitched four times 
in five days last month, told Maddon he doesn’t require a lot of time to warm up. 



 
 
To make room for Garcia on the 40-man roster, Triple-A Iowa outfielder Mark Zagunis was transferred to 
the 60-day disabled list due to a shoulder injury. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Cole Hamels named the NL pitcher of the month 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs left-hander Cole Hamels made news for a second consecutive day, but this time for his prized arm. 
 
Hamels was named the National League pitcher of the month for August. 
 
The starter posted a 4-0 record and 0.69 ERA in five starts last month. Hamels, who was acquired from 
the Rangers on July 27, had a 1.00 WHIP and opponents batted .200 against him. 
 
Hamels gained some notoriety after Monday’s 4-3 loss to the Brewers by questioning the validity of the 
Cubs-Brewers rivalry because the majority of fans at Miller Park were rooting for the Cubs. 
 
Hamels isn’t scheduled to face the Brewers next week at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs seek stability from reliever Carl Edwards Jr. after Monday's outburst 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Carl Edwards Jr. will get a chance to work through the problems he had controlling his pitches and his 
temper in the eighth inning of Monday’s 4-3 loss to the Brewers. 
 
“He’s so vital to our success now and in the future, that part of that was giving him a chance to work 
through that,” Maddon said after Edwards walked two batters that allowed the Brewers to tie the score 
before he was ejected. “Having him feeling as good as he possibly can matters to us.” 
 
But, “he’s got to be able to do it in the moment.” 
 
Maddon believed that giving the 6-foot-3, 170-pound Edwards, who has pitched in 48 games despite 
missing a month due to a shoulder injury, three days off prior to Monday’s meltdown might have 
affected him. 
 
Edwards hasn’t been as dominant as usual of late. In his last 7 1/3 innings he has walked six, allowed six 
hits and struck out four. In his first 38 1/3 innings of 2018, he allowed 26 hits and 16 walks while striking 
out 56. 
 
This season, Edwards has limited right-handed batters to a .148 batting average (down from .153 in 
2017), but left-handers are hitting .246 (up from .119 in 2017). 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Tribune 
Brewers shrug off Cubs pitcher Cole Hamels' comments on the teams' rivalry 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Brewers outfielder Ryan Braun is the Cubs fans’ version of Lord Voldemort, a villain they’ve loved to 
hate for more than a decade. 
 
So it might sound a little confusing to hear Braun come to the defense of Cole Hamels after the Cubs 
pitcher dissed Brewers fans in a postgame broadside after Monday afternoon’s opener of the three-
game showdown at Miller Park. 
 
Hamels suggested the Cubs-Brewers rivalry wasn’t a real rivalry because Brewers fans let Cubs fans take 
over their ballpark during Monday afternoon’s game. 
 
Before the game on Tuesday, Braun conceded Hamels had a point. 
 
“Look, our fans have always supported us,” Braun said. “I think there’s a lot of accuracy in what he said. 
We’d have loved to have more Brewers fans here when we’re playing against them, but either way it’s 
such a fun atmosphere and environment for us. 
 
“I think a rivalry is created when you have two really good teams. They’ve established themselves as one 
of the best teams in baseball over the last two years, and we’re working our way to get there. 
 
“So to me the rivalry has more to do with us arriving as a team and playing competitive baseball games 
in which both teams are winning and you have great games like we did (Monday) more than how many 
fans for each team attend at any given venue. 
 
“But we’d love for there to have more Brewers fans here when we play against them, obviously.” 
 
Hamels experienced his first Cubs-Brewers game when he made the comment Monday, and some in the 
Brewers clubhouse assumed he was just trying to take the focus off Kris Bryant for his unfortunate 
decision at third base that led to the winning run crossing the plate. 
 
But Brewers manager Craig Counsell said the rivalry question was irrelevant, adding everyone was 
“spending way too much time trying to classify” whether it’s real or not. 
 
“Enjoy the baseball games, man,” Counsell said. “Home, road, I’m happy I’m in the building. If you 
weren’t enjoying that game (Monday) … and sorry, Cubs fans that it didn’t turn out the way you want it, 
but that was a great baseball game.” 
 
Tuesday’s crowd was a bit smaller than the turnout for the Labor Day matinee, and the split wasn’t as 
lopsided in favor of the Cubs as it was the day before. Counsell said the reason so many Cubs fans come 
to Miller Park relates to a “geography and numbers issue that’s tough to beat,” meaning there are many 
more people in the Chicago area than greater Milwaukee and it’s easy for them to make the trip up I-94. 
 
“I’m never here to explain to people how to spend their money,” Counsell said. “I might tell our GM and 
owner that, but I’m not talking to our fans about that. We’re doing unbelievable (at the gate). We have 
one of the highest attendance increases in the game this year, and we’ve always done really well. 
 
“Our fans show up. There’s no question, and I’m thankful. If you come home and have a sold-out 
stadium, you’ve got a good atmosphere.” 



 
 
Hamels ignored the old expression “let sleeping dogs lie,” which was fine by Joe Maddon. 
 
The Cubs manager said so-called “bulletin board” material doesn’t have the same impact now that the 
internet is a never-ending display of such messages. 
 
“I think we’re almost becoming numb to that kind of thing,” Maddon said, adding he’d be surprised if 
Hamels’ comments riled up the Brewers. 
 
“It’s who you are and how you try and process information,” he said. “To me if I was on the opposite 
end of this … I don’t think our guys care about any of this stuff, and I don’t think theirs do either.” 
 
Braun confirmed Maddon’s theory, saying the only ones who care were “maybe our fans.” He said 
Hamels’ comment could even have a positive effect in the long run. 
 
“Maybe we’ll have more fans show up, or fans who decide not to sell their tickets to Cubs fans,” he said. 
“But for us as players I don’t think we need the added motivation. And frankly I don’t think he said 
anything that was inaccurate.” 
 
Naturally Braun was booed again by Cubs fans in his home park on Tuesday, a tradition unlike any other. 
Counsell said the booing motivates Braun, who likes the attention and trying to quiet Cubs fans. 
 
Braun maintained he’s just glad to be playing in meaningful games with big crowds, no matter what 
Cubs fans think of him. 
 
“You’d rather have people here than not have people here,” he said. “It’d be more fun if there were 
more Brewers fans here. There’s great energy here in the stadium, and our fans do show up. I’d put our 
attendance up there against any of the smaller-market teams in baseball. 
 
“Obviously when we play the Cubs it’s well documented they travel incredibly well everywhere, but 
particularly here because it’s so close. 
 
“I’ve seen it for 12 years. I wouldn’t expect anything different. I’m just glad we have the opportunity to 
play in front of a full house more often than not.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs don’t do much for so-called ‘rivalry’ with Brewers, look sloppy in loss 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — Just when we were all informed this wasn’t a rivalry, the Brewers started delivering 
alternative facts Tuesday night in another victory over the first-place Cubs. 
 
Even the Brewers fans seemed more vocal in the face of another strong Miller Park showing by Cubs 
fans — although, in fairness, they had much more to cheer about in their team’s 11-1 rout of the sloppy 
Cubs. 
 
All of a sudden, a cushy lead in the National League Central on Labor Day is down to three games with 
four more against the second-place Brewers in the next eight days. 
 



 
Sinking feeling? 
 
Scared of the Brewers yet? Anybody south of Racine think they’re for real yet? 
 
“You guys can panic. We’re not going to panic,” Cubs center fielder Albert Almora Jr. said. “We’ve got a 
couple more games to play. … We’re not very worried. They came out hot today, and they beat us.” 
 
And what about this rivalry that exists or doesn’t exist depending on which caller gets airtime on which 
sports talk-radio show or which TV sports personality asks which player in which clubhouse? 
 
Of course, that was recently acquired Cubs pitcher Cole Hamels fanning the latest flame when he said 
after Monday’s loss to the Brewers that the Cubs-Brewers thing can’t be much of a rivalry if the visiting 
fans take over the home ballpark. 
 
“I’ve been in rivalries,” Hamels said. “They’re not going to like me for the comment, but you can look at 
the ticket sales.” 
 
Whether that had anything to do with the apparent increase in the Brewer-fan-to-Cub-fan ratio 
Tuesday, it caused enough of a storm that Milwaukee media was out in force to get the Brewers’ 
response. 
 
“I look at it like we are spending way too much time trying to classify rivalries,” Brewers manager Craig 
Counsell said. “Enjoy the baseball games, man. Home, road, I’m happy I’m in the building. If you aren’t 
enjoying that game [Monday] night — I’m sorry, Cubs fans, I know it didn’t turn out the way you wanted 
— but that’s a great baseball game.” 
 
Tuesday’s game, not so great. The Cubs lost in an avalanche of nine walks, two hit batters, two errors 
(plus a third that should have been) and six different innings of easy Brewer runs — much of the damage 
coming after starter Mike Montgomery couldn’t pitch more than four innings. 
 
“Today was just a bad game,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “We can play with these guys. They can 
play with use. They got us late yesterday. Today they just got us. I’m confident that we’re going to be 
just fine.” 
 
For all the things that went wrong for the Cubs on this night, none was worse than the injury added to 
insult when hot-hitting Anthony Rizzo was forced from the Cubs’ lineup for a badly bruised foot. 
 
Rizzo, who already got hit by a pitch in the first, fouled a ball off his right foot in the third inning and 
hobbled through three more innings before leaving for X-rays after he batted in the top of the sixth. 
 
X-rays were negative, and he told Maddon after the game that he was available to play Wednesday. 
 
The Brewers send 14-game winner Jhoulys Chacin to the mound, trying to sweep the series against Jose 
Quintana and give the Cubs a parting shot and some deep thoughts about the division race as they fly to 
Washington for a four-game series against the Nationals. 
 
Would that build the panic level? A rivalry even? 
 
“They’re a good team; they always play well against us,” said Montgomery, who gave up two runs 
before leaving after 78 pitches as Maddon used the aggressive hook in response to how well the 
Brewers’ Wade Miley (3-2) looked. 



 
 
“They always have that chip on their shoulder when we come here. We understand where we are as a 
team. We’re pretty confident. I think we’ll bounce back just fine.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Uh-oh, ‘Captain’: Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo leaves game after fouling ball off foot 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MILWAUKEE — Oh, no. Not him. Not Anthony Rizzo. 
 
For crying out loud, not the “Captain.” 
 
Those sentiments instantly came to mind as Rizzo grimaced his way to first base in the opening inning of 
Tuesday’s 11-1 loss to the Brewers, having been hit on the top of his left foot by a pitch from Wade 
Miley. 
 
True, nobody knows better than Rizzo what it’s like to catch the business end of a thrown baseball. But 
just because a guy seems to have an innate ability to shrug off the pain, that doesn’t mean an HBP won’t 
be his ticket to the DL one of these days. 
 
As if one sore foot wasn’t enough, Rizzo fouled a ball off his right foot in his second at-bat. X-rays were 
negative, but the first baseman left the game with a contusion in the sixth inning, replaced by Victor 
Caratini. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon pronounced Rizzo “good to go” for Wednesday’s series finale. 
 
Kris Bryant, Jason Heyward, Brandon Morrow, Addison Russell. Yu Darvish, too. Haven’t the Cubs had 
enough injuries to deal with this season? 
 
They’ve managed to compile the National League’s best record anyway, proving there isn’t any one 
player they can’t win without. Unless that player is Rizzo, who has been an iron man since the Cubs 
called him up to the big leagues midway through the 2012 season. 
 
What would happen to the Cubs if Rizzo were lost for a long stretch? 
 
“I’ve thought about it before, and I’ve tried to squash that thought as quickly as it comes into my mind,” 
teammate Ben Zobrist said. “Because I do think he’s that constant that everybody depends on, and you 
realize it even if he’s out of the lineup for one day. He’s the anchor. 
 
“I feel like he just has this captain quality, you know? He’s the guy that you may not always understand 
everything about him, but he’s always going to be consistently driving the ship. That’s kind of what he 
does here. You just can’t imagine what anything would be like if he’s not there every day.” 
 
The Cubs have leaned on Rizzo heavily this season, though he got off to a miserable start. A sore back 
hampered him at the plate, and by the end of April he was hitting .158. 
 
“I’m very, very, very confident that, on September 30, the numbers will be where they need to be,” he 
declared in mid-May after his fourth straight hitless game. 
 



 
An 11-game hitting streak immediately followed, and Rizzo finished May with 28 RBI, the second-highest 
monthly total of his career. His August — when he hit .340 and posted a 1.041 OPS — was every hit as 
impressive. 
 
And now a player who has hit 31 or 32 homers in each of the last four seasons, and driven in 101 to 109 
runs in each of the last three, is indeed right back in his customary sweet spot. At 24 homers and 90 RBI 
entering Tuesday, with nearly a month to go, his career highs in both categories are realistically in reach. 
 
Here’s another little nugget to chew on: Rizzo has 81 RBI since the start of May — more than even 
teammate Javy Baez, whose 100 RBI is tied for the NL lead. 
 
It props up the notion of a stoic captain driving — what was that metaphor Zobrist mixed? — the ship. 
 
We’ve certainly all spent a lot more time talking about Baez, who perhaps is leading the MVP race. 
 
We’ve collectively flipped out, in a good way, about newcomer Daniel Murphy. Since being acquired by 
the Cubs on June 21, the hitting machine is batting .283 with three home runs. Exciting stuff, right? 
Rizzo, meanwhile, is batting .418 with six homers in that same span. 
 
Maybe that’s why Rizzo never has finished higher than fourth in MVP voting. He just does his thing, and 
everyone simply expects it. 
 
In Monday’s series opener, Rizzo became the first left-handed major leaguer to go deep of Brewers lefty 
Josh Hader. The reliever challenged Rizzo with 96 mph of up-and-in, and Rizzo just laughed at it — 
literally. If you watched his face as he rounded the bases, you saw it. 
 
“That was a perfect picture of him right there,” Zobrist said. “We can’t lose that. We don’t ever want to 
lose that.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs seek October options in Morrow-less pen, add former starter Jaime Garcia 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE – Think the Cubs are concerned about what their postseason bullpen will look like with 
closer Brandon Morrow the roster’s biggest unsolved variable in September? 
 
After quietly signing veteran left-hander Jaime Garcia to a minor-league deal Friday, the Cubs added him 
to the big-league roster on Tuesday to join a mix that also includes recent acquisitions Jesse Chavez, 
Brandon Kintzler and Jorge De La Rosa. 
 
And salivating in the wings for a chance to pitch before the end of the season is rehabbing left-hander 
Drew Smyly, who looked “outstanding” during a live batting practice session Tuesday, according to 
manager Joe Maddon. 
 
Five months into the season, the Cubs still have the second-best bullpen ERA (3.22) in the National 
League. 
 
But shutdown closer Morrow hasn’t pitched since before the All-Star break, and has thrown from a 
mound only once since then, three weeks ago. 



 
 
As they give a bone bruise in his elbow as much time as possible to subside, they walk a fine line of 
timing for getting him back on the mound in time to be sharp for the playoffs. And even if that happens, 
they have no way to predict how effective he’ll be or how often they’ll be able to use the shutdown 
reliever who pitched all seven games of the World Series for the Dodgers. 
 
“It’s always good to have other guys available. The depth is always interesting,” said Maddon, who 
lauded a lefty side of his bullpen that includes Justin Wilson, Randy Rosario and De La Rosa. 
 
“And then if these guys add depth and you get to the playoffs, then you have to make decisions 
regarding numbers and where those guys are going to be,” he said. “It’s a greater pool to work from. 
And then, again, it’s also not just about this year but it could be about the future, too. These are quality 
guys.” 
 
It could be the critical decisions left to make between now and October, assuming the rotation 
continues to perform even reasonably well – and assuming they make it. 
 
Without Morrow, Carl Edwards Jr. and Wilson are the only members of the pen with histories of swing-
and-miss performance – the kind of pitchers that shut down the end of playoff clinchers, that become 
postseason linchpins in an age of four- and five-inning playoff starts. 
 
Garcia, 32, has been inconsistent and injury-hampered much of his career since a top-three Rookie of 
the Year finish for the Cardinals in 2010. 
 
He was 3-6 with a 5.93 ERA this year before being released last week by the Blue Jays, including a 4.86 
ERA and 1.154 WHIP in 12 relief appearances – his first extended career stretch as a reliever. 
 
“He’s had a lot of success at the major-league level,” said Maddon, who talked about upper-80s velocity 
and a good changeup during a bullpen session Tuesday. “We’ve moved him to the bullpen. It’s kind of an 
interesting concept. He said it doesn’t take him long to warm up. We’ll see how it all works out.” 
 
Perhaps most intriguing is the progress of Smyly, who was signed last December during the 
strengthening process of his rehab from Tommy John surgery. 
 
The original plan included the possibility of September bullpen work, until last month, when he didn’t 
recover quickly from bullpen work. 
 
But that changed quickly in his rehab appearance at Class A South Bend last week and then Tuesday’s 
session. 
 
“It’s a big jump from low-A to the major leagues, but I feel capable,” said Smyly, who has made it clear 
to the team he wants to pitch but knows it’s not his decision. “I feel ready. For the first time in a while I 
don’t feel limited, and that’s a great feeling go have on the mound, when you feel you can have all your 
weapons. 
 
“I could keep throwing live BPs, but sooner or later you’re going to have to throw me out there or say 
no.” 
 
-- 
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