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Bats stay hot as Twins keep rolling vs. Rays 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- It wasn't always pretty, as they nearly blew a seven-run lead, but the offense kept adding on and it led to yet another win for 
the suddenly rolling Twins, who have bounced back to win eight of nine at home after going 1-8 on their previous road trip. 
 
Joe Mauer and Jake Cave led the offense, with Mauer hitting a three-run homer and driving in four runs and Cave falling a homer short of the 
cycle, to lift the Twins to an 11-8 win over the Rays on Friday night. It appears the Twins are doing their best to avoid being sellers at the July 31 
non-waiver Trade Deadline, as they've been creeping back into contention, trailing the first-place Indians by 7 1/2 games. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"I just think that things in this game can be really contagious," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "It seems if you get a couple guys going it's just 
one of those things where the pressure kind of comes off. And some of the guys who have been a little hit and miss through the first stage of the 
year are putting it together and you see a lot of number climbing in the right direction throughout the homestand. And it was just one of those 
games where we had to fight them off." 
 
Minnesota knocked Rays starter Blake Snell from the game after just three innings in Thursday's win, and fared even better against right-hander 
Nathan Eovaldi, who entered with a 3.35 ERA, but departed after 2 2/3 innings and a 4.49 ERA. 
 
"We got up early, some big hits," Molitor said. "We knocked out another good pitcher, which was really good to see." 
 
The Twins knocked around Eovaldi from the start, scoring four runs in the first on six hits, including an RBI triple from Jorge Polanco and RBI 
singles from Max Kepler and Cave. Of the six hits, all registered at least 93.3 mph off the bat, per Statcast™. 
 
"He throws the ball hard and we knew he has good stuff, but we also knew he was someone you can get to sometimes," Cave said. "That's what 
we did tonight. Guys start hitting and feeding off that and that's how you win ball games." 
 
Minnesota added four more runs in the third against Eovaldi, keyed by Mauer's three-run homer that hit the base of the batter's eye in center field. 
Cave also had an RBI double to score Polanco earlier in the inning. 
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But the Rays nearly made a comeback, as right-hander Jake Odorizzi scuffled against his former team, allowing six runs (five earned) over 4 1/3 
innings to fail to get the win. Odorizzi fell apart in the fifth, surrendering four runs, including a three-run homer to Jake Bauers, who had a homer 
overturned by replay the previous inning. He left after hitting Joey Wendle with a pitch, and Wendle came around to score on a double from C.J. 
Cron. 
 
"It's one of those outings where you hang with them," Odorizzi said. "You make certain pitches and you don't get the results you want. Personally, 
it's frustrating for me but I have a break to reset and have a good second half because I haven't thrown the ball the way I'm capable in the first 
half." 
 
The Rays made it a one-run game with an RBI single from Matt Duffy in the sixth, but Matt Belisle came in and got two strikeouts to get out of 
the inning. Trevor Hildenberger struck out the side in the seventh to get the win. 
 
The Twins kept adding on, scoring twice in the sixth with Eduardo Escobar plating Brian Dozier with an RBI single and scoring on a double from 
Robbie Grossman. Cave helped add an insurance run with a leadoff triple in the eighth and scored on a sacrifice fly from Mauer. 
 
"They put up six unanswered runs and we had to find a way to counter, which we did," Molitor said. "And so it was one of those games where 
you had to keep scoring. You didn't know what the final score was going to be to be enough, but we got enough to get it done. Try to keep it 
rolling." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Cave, Dozier and Mauer are all riding hitting streaks this homestand, as Dozier's streak is at eight, while Cave and Mauer are both at seven games. 
Cave is hitting .520, while Mauer is batting .448 and Dozier is hitting .355. 
 
"I feel good," Cave said. "I'm not trying to think about the numbers at all. I'm just trying to go up there every at-bat trying to compete. When you 
compete and play the game the right way, good things happen. That's the way I've always felt, and that's what's happening right now." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"There were some stretches there where it wasn't the Twins brand of baseball. The road trip before this homestand, it was on us. Are we going to 
turn this around? Or are we gonna roll over and disassemble this? But I think everyone has responded the right way." -- Odorizzi, on the Twins 
bouncing back this homestand 
 
UP NEXT 
All-Star right-hander Jose Berrios (9-7, 3.41 ERA) will make his final start of the first half when he takes the mound against the Rays on Saturday 
at 1:10 p.m. CT at Target Field. Berrios, a first-time All-Star, is coming off a strong start against the Royals, allowing one run over seven innings 
with eight strikeouts. The Rays counter with veteran Chris Archer (3-4, 4.41 ERA). 
 
 
 
Buxton injures hand on swing; X-rays negative 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Center fielder Byron Buxton suffered a left hand injury on a swing with Triple-A Rochester on Thursday night, but X-rays 
performed on Friday came back negative. He also underwent a precautionary MRI exam, but the Twins have yet to receive the results. 
 
Buxton, whose season has been marred by a fractured left toe suffered on April 23, continued his bad luck, leaving Rochester's game early with 
his hand injury Thursday night. The Twins are hopeful it's not related to the hamate bone, as a fractured hamate bone generally keeps players out 
for six to nine weeks. 
 
"The optimism would be that it's just a minor strain, whether it's tendon related or whatever," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "We'll get more 
going forward. We haven't decided on the DL down there or what we're going to do. It's the 7-day instead of the 10-day. We're going to get a little 
more information before we decide what the next step is." 
 
Molitor said he didn't receive exact details on how Buxton suffered the injury, but he said it appears to be more related to his wrist area. 
 
"I don't know if you would call it more of the wrist or the base of the hand," Molitor said. "Kind of on the side there, a little joint that rotates." 
 
Molitor noted it's been a difficult year for Buxton, who experienced a breakout 2017 season that saw him lead the Twins in Wins Above 
Replacement and win both the Rawlings Platinum Gold Glove Award and the Wilson Defensive Player of the Year Award. Buxton has been on 
the DL with his toe injury twice this season, and he's hitting .156/.183/.200 with no homers in 28 games this season. 
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"It's when they keep coming, they get challenging," Molitor said. "Probably will have to get your mind around it. Can't feel sorry for yourself. If it 
is something you got to deal with, whether it is two days or five days or 10 days, just do the next thing that you need to do." 
 
 
 
Twins victory over Rays builds on good home vibe 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
Nearly three weeks ago, the Twins could score only two runs — on bases-loaded walks — to squeak by the White Sox; melted in the Wrigley 
Field sauna against the Cubs; then were shut down by the Brewers over the July 4th holiday. 
 
They lost eight of nine on the road trip and fell 13 games under .500. Manager Paul Molitor gave daily “find a way” speeches about how his team 
needed to respond. The response from the front office was to be sellers before the July 31 trade deadline. 
 
On Friday, the Twins scored eight runs over the first three innings, wilted some in the middle innings as Jake Odorizzi struggled but held on to 
beat Tampa Bay 11-8. 
 
 
The Twins have won the first two games of the four-game series, and they have won their third game in a row. 
 
And, most noticeably, they have won eight of their past nine games — canceling out the mauling by Lake Michigan. 
 
 The Twins are back to six games under .500, and more is needed if they are going to change the minds of the decision-makers. 
 
“I think we all think this homestand was much needed,” Molitor said, “and it was timely coming off the heels of one of the worst trips I’ve 
experienced in terms of finding ways to win.” 
 
Joe Mauer was 2-for-3 with a home run and four RBI. Jake Cave was 3-for-4 and a homer shy of the cycle. All nine Twins hitters reached base, 
with eight scoring. 
 
The Twins have outscored opponents 57-33 during the nine-game romp at Target Field. 
 
“The Twins had a real good approach,” Rays manager Kevin Cash said, “and they weren’t missing anything.” 
 
They jumped all over Rays righthander Nathan Eovaldi in the first inning. Six hits later, including a triple by Jorge Polanco, the Twins led 4-0 and 
Eovaldi had thrown 30 pitches. It was the second night in a row a Tampa Bay pitcher had thrown 30 pitches in the opening inning. 
 
The Rays scored a run in the third, but the Twins answered with more bludgeoning in the bottom of the inning. Cave, who has an eight game 
hitting streak, drove in Polanco with a double to left. Mauer batted with two on and drilled a center-cut fastball 427 feet to straightaway center for 
his third homer of the year and an 8-1 Twins lead. 
 
It was set up for Odorizzi to sail against his former team. But the Rays scored a run in the fourth then Jake Bauers blasted a three-run homer in the 
fifth. The Rays added one more run in the inning to close to 8-6. 
 
Odorizzi lasted only 4⅓ innings, giving up five earned runs. It was the fifth time this season he failed to pitch at least five innings — but he 
picked the right night to struggle. 
 
“Everyone wants to go out and do their job, contribute,” he said. “It’s nice when you don’t do yours everybody does theirs and they contribute for 
a win.” 
 
Matt Duffy’s RBI single in the sixth got Tampa Bay within 8-7. But the Twins scored twice in the sixth and added a run in the seventh to hold off 
Tampa Bay. 
 
“It was one of those games where you had to keep scoring,” Molitor said. “You didn’t know what the final score was going to be to be enough, 
but we got enough to get it done. Try to keep it rolling.” 
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Can the Twins get to Chris Archer, who has their number, on Saturday? 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
The Twins are looking for their ninth win in their last 10 games when they face the Rays on Saturday afternoon at Target Field. 
 
But standing in their way is Chris Archer. 
 
Archer recently returned from the disabled list (abdominal strain) and gave up three runs over 3.1 innings against the Tigers. Yes, Archer might be 
slowly working his way back after the injury, but the Twins shouldn't get too excited about that. 
 
Archer is 6-1 with a 1.95 ERA in his career against the Twins, and 4-0 with a 1.38 ERA in four starts at Target Field. The last time he pitched at 
Target Field was on May 26, 2017, and he delivered a jaw-dropping performance, giving up two runs on five hits and one walk over 7.2 innings 
while striking out 11. It had Twins fans wondering what they had to do to get someone like Archer on their staff. 
 
It will be interesting to see if Archer is at full throttle on Saturday. Twins righthander Jose Berrios is shooting for his 10th win before the All-Star 
break, which means a lot to him. 
 
And the Twins have a chance at a 10-1 homestand. 
 
"We've got two rather significant games here to go and another good pitcher in Archer," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "We just have to hope 
that Jose is on and we can find a way to try to stretch this thing out a little further." 
 
 
 
 
X-Rays on Buxton's wrist are negative. Still have MRI to go. 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
The X-Rays on Buxton's wrist came back negative, which is good but not the end. If he has an injury to the hamate bone, it's more likely to come 
up in an MRI exam than an X-Ray. 
  
"I think the X-Rays would have showed that, maybe not fully," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "Maybe that's why the MRI is a little bit more 
extensive as far as what we might be able to see." 
  
Buxton fouled off three pitches during his second at bat of the game and reacted as if he was in discomfort during the last two. He was removed 
from the game at that time, and the Twins initially sent out signals that the injury was minor. 
  
But manager Paul Molitor, after the win against the Rays, indicated that the injury was, "concerning," and that Buxton was headed for tests on 
Friday. 
  
The MRI results will be read Saturday, and decide then if Buxton will go on the 7-day MiLB disabled list. 
  
Whatever step the Twins take, it’s a step backward for the second overall pick of the 2012 draft. Buxton is hitting .232 in 18 games for Rochester 
as he searches for a hitting approach that suits him. He was batting .300 over his seven previous games before going 0-for-2 Thursday. 
 
The Twins have been patient with him, but an injury setback is the last thing both sides want. 
 
“It’s when they keep coming, they get challenging,” Molitor said of another setback. “Probably will have to get your mind around it. Can’t feel 
sorry for yourself. If it is something you gotta deal with, whether it is two days or five days or 10 days, just do the next thing that you need to do.” 
  
Baseball has changed in many ways through the years. 
  
When I started covering ball in the mid-90’s, reporters would beat several players to the ballpark. I would enter the Royals clubhouse at 3:30 and 
find a handful of players who weren’t at the park yet. And the starting pitcher that day would stroll in around 4:30. 
  
Then with the era of preparation, player began showing up to the park earlier and earlier. I have interviewed Justin Morneau at 1:30 p,m before 7 
pm games - at the Dome. 
  
Once the clubhouse opens at 3:40 (now) everyone is there. Maybe once or twice a week one or two show up a few minutes later. But everyone has 
a detailed pre-game routine that could include gym work, pool work, rehab, a visit with the massage therapist, breaking down scouting reports - 
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dominoes - whatever. 
  
So now there’s occasional concern about wearing players out. Or to reward a team for playing well. So, after the Twins played until midnight last 
night while beating the Rays, manager Paul Molitor told the lads to come in at 4:30.  They have been on a good run, they’re home and the two 
hour rain delay last night stunk. 
  
If the Twins win tonight, they will cancel out thier 1-8 road trip to Chicago, Chicago and Milwaukee. 
  
I guarantee that several players will still come to the park early, because some don’t like breaking their routines. 
  
 
Rays 
 
Kevin Kiermaier, CF 
Matt Duffy, 3B 
Jake Bauers, 1B 
Wilson Ramos, C 
Joey Wendle, LF 
C.J. Cron, DH 
Daniel Robertson, 2B 
Carlos Gomez, RF 
Adeiny Hechavarria, SS 
 
Nathan Eovaldi, RHP 
 
Twins 
 
Joe Mauer, 1B 
Eddie Rosario, LF 
Brian Dozier, 2B 
Eduardo Escobar, 3B 
Jorge Polanco, SS 
Max Kepler, RF 
Robbie Grossman, DH 
Jake Cave, CF 
Mitch Garver, C 
 
Jake Odorizzi, RHP 
 
 
 
Twins give Papa John's the boot at Target Field after founder's racist slur 
Jackie Crosby | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
The Twins have no stomach for Papa John’s, either. 
 
The team has “indefinitely suspended” the pizza chain from its Target Field food lineup just days after the founder and board chairman was forced 
out for making a racial slur on a conference call, Twins spokesman Dustin Morse said Friday. 
 
The Twins join the Miami Marlins, Baltimore Orioles, Tampa Bay Rays and New York Yankees in severing ties with Papa John’s Pizza. 
 
The Minnesota Lynx WNBA team also has suspended all current promotions with Papa John’s and “will continue to evaluate the direction of their 
company in light of recent events,” the team said in a statement. 
 
John Schnatter has apologized for his comment, first reported by Forbes magazine, in a May phone call with the company’s marketing firm about 
preventing future public-relations stumbles. 
 
The corporate office has distanced itself from the 56-year-old billionaire, removing his image from marketing materials, the Associated Press 
reported. 
 



6 
 

Also on Friday, the University of Louisville stripped the Papa John’s name from its football stadium. 
 
 
 
 
Friday's Twins-Tampa Bay game recap 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Joe Mauer, Twins 
 
The first baseman went 2-for-3 with a 427-foot three-run homer, a sacrifice fly and a walk. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
8 Consecutive games with a hit for Jake Cave, who finished a homer short of the cycle. 
 
5 Consecutive innings the Rays put their leadoff hitter on base. 
 
ON DECK 
 
All-Star Jose Berrios goes for his 10th victory of the season, but he faces Chris Archer, who is 4-0 with a 1.38 ERA in four career starts at Target 
Field. 
 
 
 
 
As injuries mount, Twins players on AL All-Star watch 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
The AL team is making roster moves before Tuesday’s All-Star Game. Cleveland ace Corey Kluber will miss the game with a sore knee and will 
be replaced by Tampa Bay’s Blake Snell. New York closer Aroldis Chapman also needs to rest a sore knee and will be replaced by Houston’s 
Charlie Morton. 
 
This happens every year, as players are named to the team and then back out because of injuries. 
 
It is under that scenario that the Twins’ Eddie Rosario and Eduardo Escobar still have a chance to be named to the squad. 
 
“You never know what could happen these last few days, including guys deciding that four days off is better than going out there and playing,” 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “Until probably Sunday, something could happen.” 
 
It happened to Brian Dozier in 2015. He wasn’t voted in by the fans and lost the final vote to Kansas City’s Mike Moustakas. But a spot opened 
up when Toronto’s Jose Bautista backed out of the game because of a balky shoulder. Dozier was named as a replacement the Saturday before the 
game. 
 
Dozier then pinch-hit for Jason Kipnis in the game in Cincinnati and homered. 
 
Berrios watch 
 
Jose Berrios figured that he would need 10 victories to make the All-Star Game. So when he lost starts against the Cubs and Brewers during the 
Twins’ forgettable 1-8 road trip, he thought his chances were kaput. 
 
“That’s something I had in my mind before the season started,” Berrios said. “Win 10 games before the All-Star break. That’s why I was surprised 
when Molitor announced that I was the one going, because I didn’t have 10 wins yet.” 
 
Now an All-Star, Berrios still wants to enter the break with 10 wins. So he has more motivation than usual when he faces the Rays on Saturday. 
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Berrios could follow in Ervin Santana’s footsteps and head to the All-Star Game with 10 wins. 
 
“So now that I’m going to the All-Star Game, that is something that is going to give me a second wind,” Berrios said. “So I’m going to keep 
supporting my teammates and going out there and working hard and see where it takes me.” 
 
 
 
 
Twins start off hot, hang on to beat Tampa Bay, 11-8 
Brian Murphy | Pioneer Press | July 13, 2018 
 
Suddenly it is party time at Target Field, with the Twins seemingly determined to salvage a season left on death’s doorstep only 10 days ago. 
 
Not that everything went smoothly Friday night. 
 
 
Furniture was wrecked. Crashers had to be fended off. Uncertainty haunted the venue. At one point the whole affair threatened to drag on into the 
early morning.  
 
But there was plenty for the 28,756 revelers to hoot and holler about a raucous 11-8 victory over the Tampa Bay Rays. From the 15 hits the Twins 
bashed and 24 total bases they accumulated to their eighth victory in nine games during this torrid homestand. 
 
It has whitewashed an awful 1-8 road trip through Chicago and Milwaukee that preceded their return to town, with two games remaining until the 
all-star break. 
 
“This homestand was much needed,” acknowledged manager Paul Molitor. “It was timely coming off the heels of one of the worst trips I’ve 
experienced. It’s been nice. We’ve got to rather significant games here to go … and find a way to try to stretch this thing out a little further.” 
 
Five players had multi-hit games. Robbie Grossman and Jake Cave had three apiece. Joe Mauer belted a three-run home run and finished with 
four RBI. And a bevy of clutch two-out hits allowed Minnesota to avoid disaster after the Rays shaved a seven-run deficit to one in the middle 
innings. 
 
Cave, the rookie outfielder, continued his scorching July by extending his hitting streak to eight games, finishing a home run shy of hitting for the 
cycle. 
 
“It’s awesome, being in the big leagues in the first place, and to be able to help the team win, it’s pretty cool,” said Cave, who was called up May 
19. “I just feel good out there right now. Compete at bat after at bat. If you play the game the right way, you’ll get rewarded. Right now, I feel like 
I am.” 
 
 
The Twins remain 7 1/2 games behind Cleveland in the American League Central, but their hot streak has pulled them within six games of .500 
for the first time since June 24. 
 
They appear determined to challenge the front office to keep the roster intact and hold off on that garage sale before the July 31 non-waiver trade 
deadline. 
 
As Minnesota tries to claim the four-game set with one to spare, the pitching matchup of the series looms Saturday: Chris Archer vs. Jose Berrios. 
 
Pitching for both teams Friday was an afterthought. The Rays pounded out 13 hits of their own. 
 
Minnesota starter Jake Odorizzi was spoon-fed an 8-1 lead but could not last long enough to leverage a win out of it. Odorizzi, traded by the Rays 
to the Twins during the offseason, was chased by his former team after just 4 1/3 innings after allowing six runs and eight hits. 
 
Nonetheless, the hits came early and often for the Twins. 
 
They sent nine batters to the plate in the first inning, ripping Rays starter Nathan Eovaldi for four runs on six hits. 
 
Brian Dozier had a sacrifice fly. Jorge Polanco drove in another with a triple. Max Kepler and Cave chipped in RBI singles. 
 
In his last start, the right-hander was perfect through six innings, the second time this season Eovaldi had no-hit an opponent for six innings or 
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more. But he had nothing on this night. 
 
The Twins tattooed him for four more in the third, an eight-hitter carousel punctuated by Mauer’s 416-foot moon shot to straightaway center field. 
His third homer of the season gave Minnesota its commanding lead. 
 
But the Rays kept chipping away with single runs in the third and fourth before Jake Bauers’ three-run blast off Odorizzi in the fifth cut the deficit 
to two. 
 
Matt Duffy’s RBI single in the sixth off reliever Alan Busenitz made it 8-7 as throats tightened around the ballpark. 
 
“It was one of those games where you had to keep scoring,” said Molitor. “You didn’t know what the final number would be to get it done.” 
 
However, the Twins answered in their half of the inning. Dozier led off with a hustle double and scored on Eduardo Escobar’s single. Grossman 
drove him in with a double. 
 
In the seventh, Cave led off with a triple and scored on Mauer’s sacrifice fly as the Twins expanded their lead and regained control of the game. 
 
 
 
Twins unclear on severity of Byron Buxton’s latest injury setback 
Brian Murphy | Pioneer Press | July 13, 2018 
 
X-rays taken of Byron Buxton’s left hand Friday were negative, but the Twins are still waiting for further tests to know the full extent of what is 
another injury setback for the center fielder. 
 
Recently activated from the disabled list after recovering from a broken toe, Buxton is working out the kinks in his swing at Triple-A Rochester. 
He hurt himself during a third-inning at-bat in Thursday night’s game against Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 
 
Buxton, 24, fouled off several pitches and was agitated at the plate, according to media reports, then took himself out of the game with what was 
described as a sore wrist.  
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said the team was awaiting results from a magnetic resonance imaging exam to determine a course of action. 
 
“The optimism would be that it’s only a minor strain, whether it’s tendon-related or whatever,” Molitor said before Friday’s game against Tampa 
Bay at Target Field. “Haven’t decided on the (disabled list) down there or what we’re going to do, (whether) it’s a seven-day instead of a 10-day 
(stint).” 
 
Minnesota had not determined a return date for Buxton, who was playing his 18th game at Rochester. Because of migraines, the toe injury and 
now trouble hitting, he has played in only 28 major league games this season, hitting .156 with a .183 on-base percentage and 28 strikeouts. 
 
He was hitting .239 in Rochester before hurting his hand. He also injured his toe during an at-bat when he fouled a ball off his big left toe during a 
rehab assignment at Class A Fort Myers. 
 
“When they keep coming, they get challenging,” Molitor said about Buxton’s setbacks. “Probably have to get your mind around it. You can’t feel 
sorry for yourself. It’s something you’ve got to deal with, whether it’s two days, five days or 10 days. Just do the next thing you need to do.” 
 
The uncertainty continues for two core players who have missed significant chunks of time this season. Third baseman Miguel Sano, an all-star in 
2017, remains on a rehab assignment at Single-A Fort Myers, where he was dispatched June 14 to work on his conditioning. 
 
 
ADRIANZA’S VERSATILITY 
After starting 54 games for Minnesota at shortstop, Ehire Adrianza was relegated to utility man July 2 when regular Jorge Polanco returned from a 
steroids suspension. 
 
A 10-day stint on the disabled list ended Thursday when he played third base for the first time in 2018. Molitor said he might get a start at first 
base this weekend against the Rays because Logan Morrison was placed on the DL Thursday with a hip injury. 
 
Since hitting his first career grand slam June 12 at Detroit, Adrianza was hitting .276 with six runs, a pair of doubles, five RBIs and two walks. 
 
“Better at-bats, better contact, instinctual on the bases and a steady defender,” Molitor said. “I like that he can play as many different positions as 
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he can, which is the role he’s going to be now unless something changes. In today’s game and short bench, guys that can do what he does add a 
lot of value.” 
 
HOT ROD 
Fernando Rodney earned his 21st save in Thursday night’s 5-1 victory over the Rays by retiring Tampa Bay’s final two hitters with the bases 
loaded. 
 
Rodney entered the game with one out in the ninth to relieve an ineffective Ryan Pressly. Joey Wendle lined a shot off his left forearm, which 
Rodney turned into a force out at home. Then he struck out Matt Duffy to end the game. 
 
Entering Friday night’s game, Rodney was 18 for 20 in save opportunities with a 2.13 earned-run average and .196 opponent average. An 
impressive turnaround after he racked up three losses and two blown saves during the first month of the season. 
 
“Some people want to point at the blemishes, I’d point more at the consistency,” Molitor said. “I couldn’t be more pleased. He’s tough-minded. 
He’s resilient. He’s still got velocity. He’s still got composure. He’s done everything we could imagine on that back end these first 90 games.” 
 
 
 
 
First-time all-star Jose Berrios checks all the boxes 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | July 13, 2018 
 
Bobby Wilson has caught more than 1,100 games and 8,100 innings in a professional career he began as a 48th-round pick in 2002. 
 
He has caught a pair of professional no-hitters, including Ervin Santana’s in 2011, and came tantalizingly close two other times, once in the 
Midwest League with ex-Twins closer Kevin Jepsen in 2004. 
 
 
Wilson, 35, knows the drill, and yet he still can’t help but experience the Berrios Bounce on days when the Twins’ All-Star right-hander takes the 
mound.  
 
“I’m driving to the ballpark or I’m going over a scouting report or I’m catching him before the game, and I’m thinking: ‘We have a chance to 
have a no-hitter today,’ ” Wilson said. “That’s the excitement he brings. I had that same excitement with the Angels with Ervin and Jered Weaver. 
I guess you would call it nervous energy or butterflies.” 
 
Wilson stopped and stared down at his left wrist as though checking the time, only he wasn’t wearing a watch. 
 
“Just talking about it right now, I get goose bumps,” he said. “You come to the ballpark and you have Jose on the mound, you go, ‘Man, this 
could be a day like the one I had with Ervin.’ You just don’t see that kind of work ethic, that kind of pure stuff.” 
 
Wilson shook his head. 
 
“What is he, 24 years old?” he said. “I feel like he’s a 30-year-old veteran at this point. With his demeanor, he’s never rattled. He enjoys the 
game. You feel that energy when he’s pitching. When we get him on the mound, I think everybody feels that: the good vibes, the good energy, the 
joy and love for the game.” 
 
Most of all, it seems, that energy is transferred directly from the mound to the journeyman backstop squatting 60 feet, six inches away. 
 
 
“That’s what gets me excited every time he gets on the mound,” Wilson said. “He gives me that extra little adrenaline boost that I sometimes need 
as an older player. He definitely does that.” 
 
NEEDED ADJUSTMENTS 
The idea of Berrios using poise and mound presence to reach Nationals Park as an American League player in Tuesday’s All-Star Game seemed 
far-fetched as he closed out a 14-start audition in 2016. 
 
Notoriously excitable and prone to wearing disappointments on his sleeve, Berrios finished his rookie season with an 8.02 earned-run average that 
was among the worst for any Twins pitcher afforded more than 50 innings to work out the kinks. Among all rookies since 1961 to make at least 
14 starts, Berrios had the third-highest ERA. Only Chad Durbin of the 2000 Kansas City Royals (8.21) and Andy Larkin of the 1998 Florida 
Marlins (9.64) got shellacked worse. 
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A 22-year-old Berrios struck out just 7.6 batters per nine innings while walking 5.4, and he gave up 12 homers among 74 hits that year. His park- 
and league-adjusted ERA was 47 percent below average, and then-pitching coach Neil Allen went back to square one with Berrios that August. 
 
In order to keep Berrios from rushing through his delivery, a Greg Maddux-style overhead pump of the hands was added. Extensive bullpen 
sessions were spent trying to change the way Berrios took the ball out of his glove and began the so-called arm circle. 
 
Over time, Berrios had picked up the bad habit of pointing the ball back toward first base rather than second. Hitters, it was determined, were 
seeing the grip just well enough to lay off Berrios’ sweeper of a breaking ball. 
 
A lack of deception definitely kept his changeup from functioning the way it should. 
 
It was risky to reprogram a young pitcher’s arm path after he’d already reached the majors, but that was the recommendation of Allen, who was 
replaced after last season, and the Twins’ front office at the time was willing to let the process play out. 
 
A breakout performance for Team Puerto Rico at the World Baseball Classic followed in March 2017. Recalled for the fourth time in 54 weeks 
from Triple-A Rochester that May, Berrios went on to win 14 games and log 145 2/3 innings in the big leagues while improving his nine-inning 
rates to 3.0 walks and 8.6 strikeouts. 
 
The Maddux Pump remains, as do the handful of keys Berrios has learned to stay in his delivery. This spring, under first-year pitching coach 
Garvin Alston, Berrios has added the most important component yet: the ability to subtract velocity under duress. 
 
“Right now, that’s what I throw: 93, 92 (miles per hour),” Berrios said. “I don’t try to throw harder. I just try to stay within myself and control my 
body and throw my pitches.” 
 
Mixing in more two-seam fastballs than ever before, Berrios has seen his average sinker dip to 92.6 mph in July, according to BrooksBaseball.net. 
That’s down nearly two full ticks from the 94.4 mph he averaged in May of his rookie year. 
 
What’s more, after touching 98 mph in each of his first two seasons, Berrios has yet to hump up to that extent in Year 3. His hardest four-seamer 
still sizzled at 96.5 mph in April, but he has turned himself into the pitching version of a sports car humming along with just enough RPMs to roar 
down the highway without blowing a gasket. 
 
“Ervin was similar, where if he needed to get up to the mid- to upper 90s, he could reach back and get it,” Wilson recalled. “Ervin at first just 
attacked and put it all out there. He still had to learn how to pitch.” 
 
Berrios, halfway through his third season in the big leagues, seems to have mastered that lesson already. 
 
“My arm is good,” he said, “but right now it feels good like that, so I keep doing what I’m doing.” 
 
EXCLUSIVE GROUP 
Once he gets to D.C., Berrios plans to soak up as much of the experience as possible. 
 
He was 7 years old the first time he watched an All-Star Game on television back home in Bayamon, Puerto Rico. He remembers the game being 
played in a distant city called Seattle, remembers watching the Home Run Derby won by Luis Gonzalez. 
 
A shortstop in his youth, Berrios would focus on the hitters. Future Hall of Fame catcher Ivan Rodriguez, a fellow Puerto Rican, was among those 
who caught his eye. 
 
“I loved watching Ivan Rodriguez because I played out in the field,” Berrios said. “When I started pitching, I started studying video from Pedro 
Martinez and Jose Fernandez, who passed away. Those were two good arms, so I tried to be like them or better.” 
 
Pedro Martinez, a Hall of Famer from the Dominican Republic, had the same undersized but wiry-strong frame Berrios does now. Fernandez, 
Cuban-born but raised in Tampa, was more physical at 6-foot-3 but rode the same fierce competitor’s heart to a pair of all-star selections in his 
tragically brief career. 
 
 “Shoot, that’s a pretty good comparison,” Wilson said of the Berrios-Fernandez connection. “There are not a whole lot of guys like that in 
baseball. You see (Berrios) with his shirt off, you go, ‘Geez.’ You see him work, you go, ‘Hmm.’ Then you see him get on the mound and 
compete and have fun at the highest stage, and it’s special. It’s electric is what it is.” 
 
Come Tuesday night, when Berrios trots out to take his place for pregame introductions along the third-base line, he will enter the next realm of 
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his promising career. Along with Seattle Mariners closer Edwin Diaz and Detroit Tigers reliever Joe Jimenez, Berrios will join an exclusive group 
of 10 Puerto Rican-born pitchers who have become all-stars. 
 
“For the people in Puerto Rico, it means a lot,” Berrios said. “They’re going to be so proud for me. For me, it’s amazing. I’ve been thinking all 
day: ‘I’m going to play in the All-Star Game.’  
 
 
 
Mauer powers Twins to 11-8 win over Rays 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | July 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Paul Molitor said Minnesota’s recent 1-8 road trip was one of the worst he’s experienced in a long career in baseball. The 
Twins‘ manager is feeling much better about their homestand. 
 
Joe Mauer homered and drove in four runs, and the Twins held on for a 11-8 win against the Tampa Bay Rays on Friday night. 
 
Jake Cave had three hits and a pair of RBIs, and Robbie Grossman added three hits to help Minnesota win for the eighth time in nine games on its 
homestand. 
 
“I think we all think this homestand was much needed and it was timely coming off the heels of one of the worst trips I experienced in terms of 
finding ways to win,” Molitor said. 
 
Trevor Hildenberger (2-2) struck out the side in the seventh to pick up the win in relief of starter Jake Odorizzi. 
 
Tampa Bay starter Nathan Eovaldi (3-4) gave up eight runs and nine hits with two walks in 2 2/3 innings. Rookie Jake Bauers hit a three-run 
homer for the Rays, who climbed within a run before the Twins pulled away late. 
 
“Look, we score eight runs, we’re going to win more games than not, for sure,” Tampa Bay manager Kevin Cash said. “But it was just too little, 
too late probably. We had some good at-bats against Odorizzi, put some pressure on them. They had to go to their bullpen early, but their bullpen 
came in and did a pretty nice job of limiting and ultimately quieting us.” 
 
Odorizzi had allowed just two runs over 17 innings in his previous three starts. Eovaldi had given up two runs in 19 innings over his three 
previous outings. Neither could keep the run going. 
 
 
 
Eovaldi saw his ERA rise from 3.35 to 4.59 in his shortest outing of the season. 
 
“I definitely felt they came out swinging,” Eovaldi said. “They were a lot more aggressive, but I wasn’t ahead of the guys. I felt behind a couple 
batters, and I just should have done a better job of making my pitches.” 
 
Odorizzi faltered after being given an 8-1 lead in his first start against his former club. He gave up six runs in 4 1/3 innings. 
 
“It’s kind of on us or are we going to roll over and disassemble this,” Odorizzi said of the feeling after the road trip. “I think everyone has 
responded the right way. Everyone wants to go out and do their job, contribute. It’s nice when you don’t do yours, everybody does theirs and they 
contribute for a win. That’s all we need.” 
 
 
 
BAUERS POWER 
 
Bauers had a home run in the fourth overturned following a replay review that showed the ball hit the top of the overhang in right field. He was 
caught by cameras lifting weights in the dugout after the near-miss and came back an inning later with a no-doubt homer over the high wall in 
right-center field. 
 
“So (teammate Mallex Smith) had his where his home run got overturned, and he was doing push-ups and hit one a couple days later,” Bauers 
said. “So once I came around and scored, Mallex came up and brought up some dumbbells for me and told me to knock out some different 
workouts. So credit to him on the second one.” 
 
SNELL GETS HIS SHOT 
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Rays left-hander Blake Snell was named to the American League All-Star team on Friday as an injury replacement for Cleveland’s Corey Kluber. 
 
“It’s cool,” Snell said of his first All-Star trip. “I knew I deserved it. Knew I put in the work. It’s just awesome. It’s a childhood dream and 
something that I’ve look forward to for a long time. To be able to do it and say I did it, nobody can take that away from me.” 
 
It’s the ninth consecutive season Tampa Bay has had a pitcher named to the All-Star team. Only the New York Yankees have had more selections 
in a row with 12. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Rays: RHP Chaz Roe underwent arthroscopic surgery on his left knee to repair a torn meniscus. Roe is expected to return in September. … INF 
Christian Arroyo (10-day disabled list, left oblique strain) left Thursday’s Triple-A rehab game with left hand discomfort, but Tampa Bay 
manager Kevin Cash said all tests were negative. 
 
Twins: OF Byron Buxton had to leave his game with Triple-A Rochester on Thursday with pain in his left hand/wrist area. Manager Paul Molitor 
said X-rays didn’t show any issue and that he hasn’t heard the results of an MRI. Molitor said he’s optimistic it’s a “minor strain” and wasn’t sure 
if Buxton will have to go on the disabled list. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Rays: RHP Chris Archer (3-4, 4.41 ERA) will look for improvement in his second start off the disabled list on Saturday. Archer lasted just 3 1/3 
innings in his last outing, giving three runs in a no-decision against Detroit. It was his shortest outing of the season after not pitching since June 2. 
 
Twins: RHP Jose Berrios (9-7, 3.41) starts for Minnesota before heading to his first All-Star game next week. Berrios gave up one run in seven 
innings to beat Kansas City in his last start on July 9. 
 
 
 
 
X-rays on Byron Buxton’s wrist are negative, Twins now hope for good news on MRI 
Judd Zulgad | ESPN 1500 | July 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — As if Byron Buxton’s season wasn’t miserable enough, the speedy outfielder has another injury concern with which he must 
deal. 
 
Buxton left Triple-A Rochester’s game in the third inning on Thursday because of a sore left wrist that bothered him after he fouled off a second 
pitch and with the count at 1-2. 
 
“X-rays were negative,” manager Paul Molitor said Friday before the Twins played Tampa Bay at Target Field. “We’re still waiting on a little bit 
more information as far as the reading of the MRI. The optimism would be that we hope it’s just a minor strain, whether it’s tendon related or 
whatever, and we’ll get more going forward.” 
 
Molitor said no decision has been made on whether Buxton will go on the seven-day disabled list — it’s seven instead of 10 days at Triple-A — 
and that the team was waiting on “getting a little bit more information before we decide what the next step is.” 
 
Asked if Buxton’s injury might involve the hamate bone, Molitor said: “I think the X-rays probably would have shown that. Maybe not fully. 
Maybe that’s why the MRI is a little bit more extensive as far as what we might be able to see.” 
 
The Twins feared Buxton had injured his hamate bone late last season but it turned out to be a bruised left hand. That injury only caused him to 
miss one game. 
 
Buxton emerged as a threat in the Twins’ lineup in the second half of last season and also won a Gold Glove in center field, creating the 
expectation that he would be a key part of this year’s team. But Buxton’s struggles at the plate and a broken toe have derailed him. 
 
He missed time in April because of migraine headaches and was on a rehab stint with Single-A Fort Myers when he broke the big toe on his left 
foot by fouling a ball off it. Buxton returned to the Twins in May but continued to be bothered by the injury and looked lost at the plate. 
 
The Twins put Buxton back on the disabled list and have since used an option to keep him at Rochester because of his continued struggles at the 
plate. Buxton, who is hitting .156/.183/.200 with four RBIs in 28 games with the Twins this season, stayed in Rochester during the three-day 
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break for the International League All-Star game so he could work with Red Wings hitting coach Chad Allen. 
 
Buxton had gone 5-for-13 in the three games before the break to raise his average to .239. He is now hitting .232/.303/.377 with two home runs 
and six RBIs in 18 games for the Red Wings. 
 
Molitor said he hadn’t talked to Buxton on Friday but acknowledged how difficult this season has been for the once top prospect. 
 
“When they keep coming, they get challenging,” Molitor said. “Probably you have to get yourself … get your mind around it. You can’t feel sorry 
for yourself. If it’s something you’ve got to deal with, whether it’s two days or five days or 10 days, you just do the next thing that you need to 
do.” 
 
 
 
Midseason Roundtable: The SI Staff Makes Some Second-Half Predictions 
Staff Writers | Sports Illustrated | July 13, 2018 
 
This story appears in the July 16, 2018, issue of Sports Illustrated. For more great storytelling and in-depth analysis, subscribe to the magazine — 
and get up to 94% off the cover price. Click here for more.  
 
We're more than halfway through the 2018 season, which means the trade deadline is creeping nearer and playoff contenders will be established. 
The SI staff weighs in on some of the bigger questions facing Major League Baseball in the second half of 2018. 
 
WHICH AWARDS RACE IS THE CLOSEST? 
Emma Baccellieri: The AL Cy Young. A month or so into the season, Justin Verlander was a clear frontrunner here—but that's since changed, 
with an outstanding string of performances from Luis Severino. The 24-year-old is throwing harder than ever, and he's made scoring on him 
nearly impossible. The conversation also has to include Chris Sale, who's on track for the best season of his career, and Corey Kluber, who's been 
almost as dominant as he was when he won the award last year. There hasn't been too much differentiation between these guys' numbers, and their 
second-half performance could determine everything here.   
 
Ben Reiter: AL Cy Young. Justin Verlander seemed a lock—and Kate Upton certain of saving her hilarious, R-rated tweets in defense of her 
hubby for another year—until a couple of weeks ago. But two straight rough starts caused Verlander’s ERA to skyrocket (albeit to the low altitude 
of 2.12) and allowed six other legit contenders—Luis Severino, Corey Kluber, Chris Sale, Trevor Bauer, Gerrit Cole, and perhaps Blake Snell – to 
make a race of it again. Have at it, Kate. 
 
Jack Dickey: Give me the AL Cy Young race. A month ago Justin Verlander had practically engraved his name on the trophy. But the Astros 
righty (who still sports a 2.12 ERA) turned human again in June, opening the field to Luis Severino, Chris Sale, and Corey Kluber. Each of the 
four represents a distinct career phase—Severino is 24, Sale is 29, Kluber is 32, and Verlander is 35—but they're all likely to pitch this October. 
 
Jon Tayler: The AL Cy Young race is loaded and tight. Luis Severino, Chris Sale, Corey Kluber, Houston’s fearsome duo of Justin Verlander and 
Gerrit Cole. Aces all, and each a viable candidate to take home this year’s trophy. To them, you can add dark-horse contenders like Trevor Bauer 
(second in the AL in Fangraphs WAR), James Paxton and Jose Berrios. The Junior Circuit doesn’t lack for top-flight starters this season. 
 
 
 
 
As the vultures circle over their season, red-hot Twins are making one last stand 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | July 13, 2018 
 
Give the Twins this much: they haven’t yet decided their season is a lost cause. 
 
Though most everyone outside the clubhouse has declared the current season over and opposing GMs want to rip apart the 25-man roster, the 
Twins aren’t listening. 
 
You can hear it in their comments. It’s evident in their body language. And now, it has become impossible to not notice it in the way the Twins 
are playing. 
 
Committed to their never-stop-never-stopping mentality, the Twins won for the eighth time in nine games on Friday night, topping the Tampa Bay 
Rays 11-8 at Target Field after they nearly blew a seven-run lead. The team’s hot stretch has cancelled out their recent road trip from hell and 
brought a team once 13 under .500 back to 43-49 overall. 
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“There were some stretches there where it definitely wasn’t Twins brand of baseball,” pitcher Jake Odorizzi said. “It’s kind of on us. Are we 
going to roll over and disassemble this? I think everyone has responded the right way. Everyone wants to go out and do their job, contribute. It’s 
nice when you don’t do yours, everybody does theirs and they contribute for a win. That’s all we need. Keep winning games, keep moving 
forward. But I think what we went through earlier in the year has kind of made us stronger.” 
 
There’s little question it has strengthened the quality of players’ blinders. Even when pressed lately, second baseman Brian Dozier has remained 
almost blindly optimistic about the Twins’ fortunes. Earlier this week, Dozier was so upbeat after Wednesday’s win over the Kansas City Royals 
he suggested the Twins could make up eight games in the standings on the Cleveland Indians in a week’s time. 
 
Dozier, who has had a strong start to July, has stressed that the Twins, while on limited time, have to keep looking forward. He embodied that 
vision when the Twins needed it most on Friday after an 8-1 lead had been trimmed to one run. Leading off the sixth inning, Dozier raced out of 
the box on a hit down the left-field line and turned a single into a double. The Twins quickly converted Dozier’s hustle into a run as Eduardo 
Escobar followed with a single to make it 9-7 and Robbie Grossman tacked on another with a two-out RBI double. 
 
Joe Mauer has also done much of the same as Dozier. Earlier Friday, Mauer said the Twins have tried to remain focused on that day’s game and 
only hope to receive a reprieve from the front office, who has reportedly been on the verge of breaking up the roster. Mauer blasted a three-run 
homer and finished 2-for-3 with a walk and four RBIs. 
 
 “You count on those guys that have been through it,” manager Paul Molitor said. “You hear the comments from the Joes and Doziers and (Matt) 
Belisles and people like that. You’ve got to endure some of those valleys and be confident that the peaks are going to come back. I think part of 
the homestand, Joe’s played really well; Dozier’s played really well. Those are two key components, when your veterans step up at a time when 
you really need them to.” 
 
Did they ever. The Twins arrived in Minneapolis last week beat to hell. Not only did they get destroyed by the Chicago White Sox, Chicago Cubs 
and Milwaukee Brewers, winning one of nine on the road trip, the team’s plane got delayed several hours on the runaway on the July 4 return trip 
because of thunderstorms. 
 
“This homestand was much needed,” Molitor said. “It was timely coming off the heels of one of the worst trips I’ve experienced, just in terms of 
it being difficult to find ways to win.” 
 
The key here is that the Twins seem to realize that while they’ve done a lot these past nine days, there’s a ton more ground to make up. 
 
Unless the Twins finish the weekend on a strong note — José Berríos faces Chris Archer on Saturday and both teams are undecided for Sunday — 
this might all be for naught. Even if they sweep the Rays, it all might be for nothing. 
 
After all, they’d still be four games under headed into the break. As of now, they trail Cleveland by 7.5 games. They’re miles out of the wild-card 
race. And the vultures are still circling. Perhaps it’s the grim reality they’re surrounded by that has kept the Twins from getting too high during 
this current run. 
 
“We understand the position we’re in,” said reliever Trevor Hildenberger, who earned the win Friday. “We put ourselves there. We haven’t 
played up to our potential all year and now we’re starting to play good ball. I think our backs were against the wall a little bit after that road trip. 
But it’s nice to be home, playing some good baseball in all facets of the game, pitching, hitting, defense, base running. If we can stay right where 
we’re at we’ll be in good shape.” 
 
Two-out hits all the rage in victory over Rays 
Seven of the Twins’ 11 runs came with two outs on Friday night, including Mauer’s three-run homer and run-scoring hits by Jorge Polanco, Max 
Kepler, Jake Cave and Grossman. Two-out hits helped the Twins take a 4-0 lead in the first inning and extend their advantage and knock Tampa 
Bay starter Nathan Eovaldi out of the game after only 2 2/3 innings. 
 
The Twins also finished 6-for-13 with runners in scoring position and are 28-for-77 (.364) on the homestand. 
 
But perhaps even more important than the two-out hits were the insurance runs. Escobar and Grossman extended the lead to 10-7 in the sixth 
inning and Mauer’s sac fly in the seventh put the Twins ahead 11-7. 
 
“Things in this game can be really contagious,” Molitor said. “And it seems if you get a couple guys going, it’s just one of those things where the 
pressure kind of comes off. 
 
“It was just one of those games where we had to fight them off. We got up early, some big hits. We knocked out another good pitcher, which was 
really good to see. But those middle innings, I think they put up six unanswered runs and we had to find a way to counter, which we did. … It was 
one of those games where you had to keep scoring. You didn’t know what the final score was going to be to be enough, but we got enough to get 
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it done. Try to keep it rolling.” 
 
Royce Lewis promoted to Single-A Fort Myers 
The Twins informed 2017 first-rounder Royce Lewis he had been promoted to Advanced-A after Friday’s game at Single-A Cedar Rapids, a club 
source said. The first overall pick of the draft, Lewis entered Friday’s game hitting .357/.419/.617 with 18 extra-base hits since June 5. 
 
Lewis, 19, finished the 2017 season at Cedar Rapids. He began the season in Cedar Rapids and played well early until slumping in mid-May. But 
the shortstop has picked it up since. 
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