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Rodon, Abreu star as White Sox hold off Tigers 
Left-hander logs 7th straight quality start; Slugger homers, plates 3 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 15, 2018 
 
DETROIT -- Jose Abreu is not surprised by the seven straight quality starts Carlos Rodon has put together, 
including the left-hander's eight innings during a 6-5 White Sox victory over the Tigers Wednesday at 
Comerica Park. 
 
In fact, the White Sox leader might not even have be impressed by Rodon's strong outing only because 
Abreu knows the immense talent and potential the southpaw possesses. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"I still think he can do more," said Abreu of Rodon through interpreter Billy Russo. "We all know the talent 
he has and how good he is. 
 
"We are just watching the tip of the iceberg. He's a very good pitcher. Right now, it's just the beginning of 
him of the quality he has." 
 
Rodon worked eight innings for the second straight start and has recorded quality starts in seven straight 
trips to the mound. Rodon yielded three runs, the first time he's allowed more than two runs since June 30, 
but he struck out six and walked one. 



 
According to Statcast™, Rodon threw 25 changeups and 24 sliders among his 105 pitches. He recorded 
seven swinging strikes on the slider and four on the change. 
 
"It's such a right-handed dominated lineup, that's a pitch that has to be there to be effective, get early outs 
and be able to go deep," said Rodon of his change. "Luckily today I had it, got ground-ball outs and fly balls, 
and it worked out." 
 
A telling moment in Rodon's maturation into an ace came in the third. With runners on second and third 
and one out, Rodon threw an 0-2 pitch to Jeimer Candelario clearly marked as a strike by Statcast™. The 
pitch was called a ball, Rodon hit Candelario with the next pitch, and the Tigers scored three runs in the 
inning. 
 
But Rodon settled down immediately and held the Tigers scoreless the rest of the way. 
 
"When I was younger I'd throw a fit and be out of there," Rodon said. "I've been in that situation before 
where I don't get that call, and I'm out of the game in the third or the fourth. 
 
"Sometimes you have to play with some adversity and just go for the boys, man. You have to pull through, 
say 'so what' and get the next guy. I tried to not let it get to me in the moment. I gave up three runs but 
ended up going deep in the game." 
 
Matt Davidson, who had two homers in his last 23 games entering Wednesday, went deep in the fourth 
against Jordan Zimmermann to erase a 3-2 deficit and give the White Sox a 4-3 lead. He finished with three 
hits. 
 
The Tigers sent seven batters to the plate in the ninth inning, scoring two runs before Luis Avilan induced 
a flyout from Victor Reyes to end the game. It left the White Sox with a 5-1 record in their last six road 
games and a series win in Detroit. Rodon is 3-0 and 1.41 ERA over his last six starts. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Abreu pushing toward history: Abreu has a chance to become part of a very exclusive club, as he could 
join Albert Pujols and Joe DiMaggio as the only Major Leaguers with at least 25 home runs and 100 RBIs 
in five straight seasons to start their respective careers. 
 
Abreu took another step toward that milestone Wednesday, as he homered and drove in three. The White 
Sox first baseman, who started as designated hitter against Zimmermann, now has 21 home runs and 73 
RBIs on the season with 42 games to play. 
 
"I don't think about that," said Abreu of the individual milestone. "Now my focus is just to perform, have 
good at-bats and try to do my best to help this team to win games." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Although Rodon once again came close, the White Sox have not had a complete game since Chris Sale 
on Sept. 16, 2016, covering a stretch of 297 games. 
 
"We knew that when he went out into the eighth that we had somebody ready just in case it started getting 
out of hand," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "You could see that he was working to get through 
that inning. And he did a nice job." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's one of the happiest guys on this team. He's always trying to have fun. It's good to have people like 
him in the clubhouse that makes the atmosphere loose. It's always good."-- Abreu, on Yolmer Sanchez, 
who had three hits Wednesday and pretended to join in one of the umpires' review while using his batting 
helmet as the headphones 
 



UP NEXT 
James Shields will make career start No. 398 and appearance No. 400 when he takes the mound against 
his former team Friday at 7:10 p.m. CT for the opener of a short homestand vs. Kansas City. Jakob Junis 
gets the start for the Royals. Shields has thrown at least six innings in 18 of his past 21 starts, and he has 
allowed four runs in 13 innings in August. 

 
Yolmer Sanchez left the on-deck circle to go 'help' the umpiring crew during a replay review 
By Adrian Garro / MLB.com / August 16, 2018 
 
The White Sox beat the Tigers, 6-5, on Wednesday afternoon at Comerica Park, but something amusing 
and unusual took place -- something that definitely wouldn't show up in the box score.  
 
In the top of the sixth inning, a replay review was initiated after Nicky Delmonico hit into a fielder's choice. 
Yolmer Sanchez, who was standing on deck awaiting his turn at-bat, decided he wasn't going to continue 
standing there, or retreat to the dugout, or whatever players do when there's a replay review. 
 
Instead, he "joined" the umpiring crew to help them with their replay activities, even putting on a "headset" 
for good measure: 
 
Thank you, Yolmer, for the assist! 

 
Hansen looks to find rhythm with Winston-Salem 
No. 10 prospect moved to Class A Advanced after struggling in Double-A 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 15, 2018 
 
DETROIT -- Alec Hansen topped the Minor Leagues with 191 strikeouts in 2017 during stops at Class A 
Kannapolis, Class A Advanced Winston-Salem and Double-A Birmingham. There's no doubt the talent is 
there for the team's second-round selection in the 2016 MLB Draft. 
 
The 23-year-old right-hander has hit a developmental blip in 2018, starting with a right forearm injury he 
sustained during Spring Training that kept him out of action until June 16. Hansen walked 42 over 35 2/3 
innings with Birmingham before being sent to Winston-Salem to get back on track. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"No one is viewing this as a demotion. He wasn't viewing it as a demotion," said White Sox director of player 
development Chris Getz. "He just really hasn't been able to get his rhythm. He didn't get a normal Spring 
Training, and then we went into [extended spring training] and finally built him back up. 
 
"By the time he was good to go, by the time we got him to Birmingham, he just hasn't been able to be the 
Alec Hansen we've seen in the past. We put him back in Winston-Salem. 
 
"He has a great relationship with [Winston-Salem pitching coach] Matt Zaleski," Getz said. "He's one of the 
first coaches Alec had when he came with the White Sox and so we just kind of tried to simplify some 
things, get him back there and get him back into the best environment for Alec." 
 
Hansen, the No. 10 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline, threw two scoreless innings during his first start 
in his return with the Dash on Saturday. 
 
"We've seen good signs," Getz said. "He had good side sessions, positive things happening in game and 
now we are just going to build off of it. He was actually excited to get back there and meet with Matt and 
see if we can finish the season with some positives. 
 
"Obviously things have been fairly smooth since he's been with the White Sox. Certainly this is a small 
setback. We've seen what he's capable of doing and trying to get him back on track, and I think we've taken 
the right steps in doing that." 
 



Leury getting close 
Leury Garcia, who was placed on the disabled list on Aug. 6 with a left hamstring strain, will be activated 
when the White Sox return home Friday to face Kansas City. 
 
Outfielder Ryan LaMarre, who played three years for the University of Michigan and hit his first career home 
run Tuesday, was optioned to Triple-A Charlotte following Wednesday's 6-5 victory. A corresponding move 
will come Friday with Garcia's activation not yet official. 
 
"It's feeling good," Garcia said. "I've been working. In the last three days, I've been running, shagging, 
taking ground balls and everything is good. 
 
"I'm pretty close. I don't think that I need to go down and take at-bats. I think I'll be OK." 
 
White Sox manager Rick Renteria seemed to support Garcia's desire to avoid a Minor League rehab 
assignment. 
 
"He has gone through everything we needed him to go through," Renteria said. "He's been really pushing 
himself and his BPs look normal." 
 
Third to first 
• Shortstop Tim Anderson had a regularly scheduled day off on Wednesday. With the team off Thursday, 
Renteria had the chance to rest Anderson for back-to-back days. 
 
• Left-hander Bernardo Flores, the No. 25 prospect per MLB Pipeline, left Sunday's start for Birmingham 
with what was described as a cramp by Getz. 
 
"It's very, very hot down in Birmingham," Getz said. "It was just a cramp, tightened up in his biceps. They 
had the day off Monday, showed up good [Tuesday]. He played catch. No signs we need to make any 
adjustments for Bernardo." 
 
Flores, 22, has a 2.72 ERA over 22 starts and 139 innings pitched between Birmingham and Winston-
Salem this season. 
 
• Yoan Moncada, who returned to the lineup Wednesday, has the most called strikeouts taken in 2018 at 
62. He's followed by Chris Taylor at 44 and Aaron Judge at 43, per Statcast™. Moncada also has the 
highest called-strike rate in two-strike counts, with a minimum of 300 total two-strike pitches seen (239 
batters), at 10 percent. Ronald Acuna (9 percent) and Judge (8.2 percent) are next on the list. 

 
A lot can change, but who are the favorites to make up the White Sox rotation of the future? 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 15, 2018 
 
The White Sox seem to be a couple years away from shifting from rebuilding mode to contention mode. 
There's plenty of development that still needs to occur at both the major league and minor league levels 
before the roster of the future comes fully into focus. 
 
But with some excellent performances happening right now, is the White Sox rotation of the future falling 
into place? At least a little? 
 
Look at this: 
 
— Carlos Rodon, last seven starts: 1.60 ERA, 42 strikeouts 
— Michael Kopech, last six starts: 1.89 ERA, 50 strikeouts 
— Dylan Cease, last seven starts: 1.08 ERA, 57 strikeouts 
— Dane Dunning, last five starts (back in June): 2.08 ERA, 38 strikeouts 
 
Kind of looks like four-fifths of a starting rotation, doesn't it? 



 
As has often been discussed, the White Sox have a good deal of starting pitching depth, and there are 
plenty of possibilities to fill that starting staff down the line. Heretofore unmentioned are pitching prospects 
Alec Hansen, Jordan Stephens, Jimmy Lambert and Bernardo Flores, all ranked among the organization's 
top 25 prospects, as well as current big leaguers Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez, who have each had 
their flashes of brilliance this season on the major league stage. 
 
But the four guys listed above have been very, very good this season, especially recently, making it easy 
to envision them making up 80 percent of the starting rotation the next time the White Sox are competing 
for a championship. 
 
Let's start with Rodon, who extended his streak of great starts to seven in Wednesday afternoon's win over 
the Detroit Tigers. He went eight innings for the second outing in a row, and he's now pitched into the eighth 
inning in five of his last six starts. He's got a 1.60 ERA in his last seven starts, with 42 strikeouts in that 
span. Wednesday, he bounced back from a rocky three-run third inning and finished with just three runs 
allowed on five hits and a walk, adding six strikeouts. Quite simply, he's been ace-like and done well to 
answer the health-related questions he brought into the season, when shoulder surgery prevented him from 
debuting until June for the second straight campaign. 
 
Then there are the two guys putting up monster numbers in the minor leagues: Kopech and Cease. 
 
The 22-year-old Kopech has moved past some midseason struggles and has been downright electric of 
late at Triple-A Charlotte. In his last six starts, Kopech has a 1.89 ERA with 50 strikeouts and a jaw-
droppingly low four walks in 38 innings. It's quite the turnaround for a guy who was having difficulty keeping 
the walk numbers low earlier this season. But he's come out the other side pitching as well as he has since 
joining the White Sox organization prior to last season, which is saying a lot considering he struck out 172 
hitters in 2017. He's just 11 strikeouts away from matching that total this year. He could make his major 
league debut before the 2018 season is over. 
 
And then there's Cease, also 22, who wasn't even the most talked-about player in his own trade, coming 
over from the Cubs along with Eloy Jimenez in last summer's crosstown swap. Cease has been a 
tremendous surprise for the White Sox this season, not because they didn't think he'd be great but because 
he's been the organization's best pitcher. And he's continued that trend in his seven most recent starts at 
Double-A Birmingham, too, with a razor-thin 1.08 ERA and 57 strikeouts in 41.2 innings. He deservedly 
represented the White Sox at the Futures Game during All-Star week in Washington, D.C., last month and 
appears to be well on his way to earning the team's minor league pitcher of the year honors. 
 
And for a fourth, how about a guy who hasn't pitched in a month and a half? Dunning has an elbow injury 
that's kept him out since late June, but prior to that, he was putting up terrific numbers at Double-A 
Birmingham. In his last five starts before hitting the DL, he had a 2.08 ERA with 38 strikeouts in 30.1 innings. 
And he might be making some progress, if a recent tweet is any indication. 
 
Now, as mentioned, there's a lot that can and will happen before the starting staff is set on the next White 
Sox team that will contend for a championship. But this kind of positive production from these four guys 
stokes the idea of a potentially dominant rotation of the future. 
 
At the very least, this quartet seems to be making life easy for the legion of 2020 lineup projectors out there. 

 
Despite midseason slump, Jose Abreu is moving toward a fifth straight season of 25 homers and 
100 RBIs 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 15, 2018 
When Jose Abreu went to the All-Star Game — voted in as the starting first baseman for the American 
League squad — he was of course deserving as an incredibly consistent performer through his first four 
seasons in the big leagues and his role as the face of the White Sox. 
 



But the numbers weren't looking so good in mid July. An extended slump had Abreu looking very un-Abreu-
like, perhaps heading toward his worst statistical season since arriving in the majors from Cuba ahead of 
his 2014 Rookie of the Year campaign. 
 
At the close of the first half, he was slashing .253/.311/.441 with 13 home runs and 52 RBIs, a far cry from 
the .301/.359/.524 slash line he put up through his first four seasons, when he also joined Albert Pujols and 
Joe DiMaggio as the only players ever to start their careers with a quartet of 25-homer, 100-RBI campaigns. 
 
But Abreu, who's been a very good second-half hitter during his career, is on a hot streak that's powering 
his way back to his version of normal. And it's looking like he could again reach the numbers we're so used 
to seeing from him by season's end. 
 
After a one-homer, three-hit, three-RBI day in Wednesday afternoon's win over the Detroit Tigers, Abreu is 
up to .268/.327/.484 on the campaign with 21 homers and 73 RBIs. That puts him nine homers and 27 RBIs 
away from the mark he's hit in each of his first four seasons with 42 games left in the season. It's not at all 
unreasonable to suggest he'll be able to do that, as he's hit eight homers and driven in 21 runs in his last 
22 games. 
 
He'd have to be some kind of dialed-in for the remainder of 2018 to bump the averages back to where 
they've been in recent seasons. But here's the kind of hot streak he's on now: Since the start of the second 
half, Abreu is slashing .323/.385/.646. And that's not too crazy when you realize how good he's been in the 
second half in his career. Coming into Wednesday's game, his career second-half stat line looked like this: 
a .314/.381/.540 slash line with 61 homers and 199 RBIs in 303 games. 
 
For the White Sox, the confidence was always there that Abreu was going to snap out of the extended 
slump that saw him slash .180/.230/.308 from May 27 to the end of the first half, and he's done exactly that. 
Now, he's hot enough that he's inspiring confidence he could return to some of his regular numbers by 
season's end. It's that kind of consistency, coupled with his off-the-field value, that makes the team think 
so highly of him and could keep him around long enough for the rebuilding process to yield a perennial 
contender on the South Side. 

 
Carlos Rodon solid again, helps White Sox top Tigers 6-5 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
During the third inning of Wednesday’s 6-5 win against the Tigers, White Sox pitcher Carlos Rodon faced 
his first real adversity of the afternoon. 
 
He started the inning with a walk to Mikie Mahtook, then allowed a double to Grayson Greiner that put 
runners at second and third. 
 
After a strikeout, Rodon loaded the bases by hitting Jeimer Candelario in the foot — one pitch after what 
appeared to be a clear Strike 3 was called a ball by home-plate umpire Jansen Visconti. 
 
For what it’s worth, MLB.com’s Gamecast pitch tracker placed the third-pitch “ball” well inside its strike-
zone box. 
 
Rodon bore down and kept the damage minimal. Two singles led to three runs before an inning-ending 
double play. Rodon’s streak of scoreless innings ended at 16 1/3, but the Sox were still in the game. 
 
Rodon could’ve had a meltdown — and by his own admission in his younger days he probably would have. 
Instead, he pitched eight innings for the second consecutive game and earned his seventh straight quality 
start. 
 
“I tried to not let it get to me in the moment,” Rodon said. “I gave up three runs but ended up going deep in 
the game. When I was younger I’d throw a fit and be out of there.” 
 



Rodon (4-3, 2.69 ERA) answered the rocky third with five scoreless innings. He struck out six while allowing 
five hits and a walk. 
 
“I think he’s matured a lot,” Sox manager Rick Renteria said. “It still doesn’t take away the sting of when 
you’ve made a pitch to get you an out. But you have to regroup. He obviously did.” 
 
He and Rodon chalked it up to the game’s human element. 
 
“A strike is a strike,” Rodon said. “But the beautiful thing about this game is the human error. The umpires 
back there, I know they are trying to get every call right. I appreciate that from them, but sometimes they 
miss a call. And that next pitch I threw was a slider I was trying to back-foot, and I should get him out there, 
strike him out or get an out there, so that’s on me. 
 
“I’ve been in that situation before where I don’t get that call and I’m out of the game in the third or the fourth. 
Sometimes you have to play with some adversity and just go for the boys, man,” Rodon said. “You have to 
pull through say ‘So what’ and get the next guy.” 
 
As Rodon has gotten stronger since offseason shoulder surgery, Renteria has noticed the left-hander’s skill 
evolve as well. 
 
“You see the velocity go up, you see the intensity and focus of making a pitch certainly start to shine a little 
bit more,” Renteria said. 
 
After Rodon departed with a 6-3 lead built on two-run home runs from Matt Davidson and Jose Abreu, it 
got scary for the Sox in the ninth. 
 
The first two Tigers reached on a walk and infield single against Jeanmar Gomez. After a strikeout, Renteria 
turned to Luis Avilan to face Victor Martinez, who singled to load the bases. Mahtook’s forceout scored 
Nicholas Castellanos, then Greiner slapped a single to left to score Niko Goodrum. 
 
But with the tying run on second base and the winning run on first, Avilan got Victor Reyes to pop out for 
his second save. 

 
Upon further review, Yolmer Sanchez up to new tricks for White Sox 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
For a second, with his black White Sox jersey, Yolmer Sanchez just blended in with the umpires. 
 
Baseball’s busiest prankster struck again Wednesday in the sixth inning of the Sox’s 6-5 win against the 
Tigers at Comerica Park. 
 
When Nicky Delmonico reached on Tigers first baseman Ronny Rodriguez’s throwing error to second base, 
the Tigers challenged the ruling that Matt Davidson was safe at second. 
 
The Tigers lost the challenge. During the replay review, Sanchez, who was due to bat next, stood behind 
the headset technician, mimicking the umps who were watching the replay and listening through their 
headsets. 
 
Sanchez usually has reserved his antics to stuff like dumping Gatorade on people — including himself and 
third-base coach coach Nick Capra — but apparently he’s broadening his horizons. 
 
Jose Abreu said Sanchez is just having fun. 
 
“He’s one of the happiest guys on this team,” Abreu said through an interpreter. “It’s good to have people 
like him in the clubhouse. That makes the atmosphere loose.” 

 



'Hawk Day' kicks off series of final send-offs for Ken 'Hawk' Harrelson 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
The White Sox on Wednesday announced more details about their slate of events and giveaways centered 
around the final stage of their seasonlong send-off for longtime broadcaster Ken “Hawk” Harrelson. 
 
The announcer will be feted Sept. 2 in a pregame ceremony on “Hawk Day.” The first 10,000 fans at 
Guaranteed Rate Field will receive a Harrelson nesting doll, each depicting a different phase of his career 
in baseball. Fans using the MLB Ballpark app can get a “Hawk Day” magnet in the #SoxSocial Tap Room. 
 
Former White Sox catcher A.J. Pierzynski will partner with Harrelson for the game against the Red Sox. 
 
Meanwhile, the “Hawk” documentary, co-produced by the Sox and NBC Sports Chicago and set to air Sept. 
13, will have a private screening Sept. 6 at ArcLight Cinemas. Fans will have a chance to win one of a 
limited number of tickets for the private screening via the “He Gone” charity sweepstakes through Aug. 19. 
The grand-prize winner gets to meet Harrelson on Hawk Day. 
 
Harrelson will sign off for the final time in his 33-year Sox broadcasting career Sunday, Sept. 23 in the finale 
of a home series against the Cubs. He’ll continue with the Sox next season as an ambassador. 

 
Series preview: Royals at White Sox 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
All games on WGN-AM 720. 
 
Friday: 7:10 p.m., WGN-9. 
 
RH Jakob Junis (6-11, 4.82) vs. RH James Shields (4-14, 4.41). 
 
Saturday: 6:10 p.m., NBCSCH. 
 
RH Brad Keller (5-5, 3.40) vs. RH Dylan Covey (4-9, 6.06) 
 
Sunday: 1:10 p.m., NBCSCH. 
 
RH Heath Fillmyer (1-1, 3.61) vs. RH Reynaldo Lopez (4-9, 4.40). 

 
Ryan LaMarre's 1st MLB home run caught by his uncle: 'You couldn't dream it up' 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
Even Ryan LaMarre had trouble wrapping his head around how his first major-league home run played out 
Tuesday night against the Tigers at Comerica Park. 
 
The White Sox outfielder, who grew up in Jackson, Mich., as a Tigers fan, hit a 387-foot homer to left field 
in his first at-bat of the night after the Tigers tied the game 3-3 in the first inning. 
 
“You couldn’t draw it up any better, at least for me personally,” he said. “The fact it put us on top and held 
that way was even more special” 
 
But it gets better. He knew that his wife Whitney, his parents and grandparents and several other relatives 
and friends were in the stands. 
 
“I fist pumped around the bases. I was so excited. It was something I’ve been kind of hoping to get out of 
the way at some point,” said LaMarre, who was playing his 80th big-league game over four MLB seasons 
and just his eighth for the Sox. “To do it here and in Detroit was something I feel like you couldn’t dream 
up.” 



 
But that wasn’t even the craziest part. 
 
“I don’t think anyone in the dugout knew it was my first homer, so when Coop (pitching coach Don Cooper) 
found out about it, he called the bullpen to get that ball. It was my uncle, he already had it. 
 
“He was sitting up there. I don’t know if he caught it on the fly or on the bounce, but he wouldn’t give it back. 
He was bringing it over to my parents.” 
 
What are the odds? 
 
“Probably the same odds as me hitting a homer considering I had zero coming into the game,” he said. “It 
made it even more special.” 
 
After that, the 6-3 win became a haze for LaMarre, who couldn’t quite remember what kind of pitch Tigers 
starter Blaine Hardy threw. 
 
“Fastball or cutter. Something inside.” 

 
White Sox slugger Daniel Palka keeps 'em laughing — and guessing — during MLB Network 
interview 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
White Sox slugger Daniel Palka kept his teammates chuckling Wednesday before their game against the 
Tigers — and he wasn’t even in the clubhouse. 
 
The rookie was on the field at Comerica Park doing a live interview with MLB Network’s “MLB Central.” The 
show posted a graphic showing Palka ranking second to the Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton in average home-
run exit velocity, 108.9 to 108.7 (with a minimum 10 home runs, per baseballsavant.com). 
 
Stanton had 30 home runs entering Wednesday’s games, tied for fifth in the American League, while Palka 
had 18. The hosts asked Palka how he felt being in such elite company. 
 
Palka shot back straight-faced: “I’m pretty sure our velocity reader must be off because I should be ahead 
of him.” 
 
He also roped some of the hosts into his long-running prank that he was a blue-chip basketball player in 
high school. 
 
“Yeah, nah, I was a McDonald’s All-American in 2010,” Palka said in all seriousness. 
 
But when he kept getting questions about it, Palka had to figure a way out of the corner he backed himself 
into. 
 
“Even though I was an elite basketball player and one of the best in the world, I chose to take my talents to 
(Georgia) Tech.” Palka said. 
 
At that point some of the hosts laughed and acknowledged they had been scammed. 
 
“It isn’t a scam, it’s the real deal. How do you look at this body and not see a basketball player?” said Palka, 
who’s 6-foot-2, 220 pounds. 
 
Palka wasn’t done with the zingers: 
 
— “(Lucas) Giolito thinks he’s pretty good at basketball. We all know he’s not the most athletic guy.” 
 



— On his first poster as a kid: “Mark McGwire. And it was one of those ‘Got Milk’ ones. It had the milk thing 
on his lips. It was funny. Big muscle guy on my door.” 

 
Leury Garcia nearing return from hamstring injury: 'I'm pretty close' 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 15, 2018 
 
Leury Garcia could return from his strained left hamstring as soon as Friday, when the White Sox begin a 
three-game series against the Royals at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Garcia said he has been running, shagging fly balls and taking batting practice and feels good enough that 
he won’t need a minor-league rehab stint. He has been on the disabled list since Aug. 6. 
 
“I’m pretty close,” Garcia said Wednesday before the series finale against the Tigers at Comerica Park. “I 
don’t think I need to go down there (to Charlotte) and take at-bats. I’ll be OK.” 
 
Sox manager Rick Renteria said Garcia has done everything he needed to do for a return this week. 
 
“He’s been really pushing himself, and his BPs look normal,” Renteria said. “We’ll end up making a decision 
here, as long as we can clear the day and make sure he’s healthy. And then we’ll put our heads together 
and see what we’re going to do.” 
 
Garcia is hitting .280 this season with a .705 OPS and 11 stolen bases in 12 attempts while playing all three 
outfield positions and filling in in the infield. 

 
Another strong start for Carlos Rodon carries White Sox past Tigers 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 15, 2018 
 
DETROIT — Left-hander Carlos Rodon gathered himself nicely after a rocky third inning. 
 
A younger, less mature Rodon might have lost it after not getting a called third strike in a key situation. In 
fact, he says he would have flipped. 
 
“I tried to not let it get to me in the moment,’’ Rodon said after the White Sox held on for a 6-5 victory over 
the Tigers Wednesday, which gave them a rare series win at Comerica Park. “I gave up three runs but 
ended up going deep in the game. When I was younger, I’d throw a fit and be out of there.’’ 
 
Backed by home runs from Jose Abreu (three RBI) and Matt Davidson (two RBI), Rodon improved to 4-3 
with a 2.69 ERA with his seventh consecutive strong start that further establishes his place as staff ace, 
pitching eight innings of three-run ball, all the runs coming in the third inning. 
 
Rodon walked one batter and struck out six while allowing five hits, three of them in the third when he hit 
Jeimer Candelario on the foot with a pitch to load the bases after it appeared he had thrown a called third 
strike past him. Umpire Jansen Visconti disagreed. 
 
“I knew this question was coming,” Rodon said. “Tough call. The ball was in the [Statcast] box. We were 
trying to go in, and I missed my spot, but a strike is a strike. But the beautiful thing about this game is the 
human error. The umpires are trying to get every call right. I appreciate that from them, but sometimes they 
miss a call.” 
 
Rodon said it was on him to make another good pitch, but he hit Candelario with a backfoot slider. He also 
walked Mikie Mahtook to lead off the inning and gave up run-scoring hits to Jose Iglesias and Nicholas 
Castellanos. 
 
“So that’s on me,” he said. “I’ve been in that situation before where I don’t get that call and I’m out of the 
game in the third or the fourth. Sometimes you have to play with some adversity.’’ 
 



Rodon has been one of baseball’s best pitchers over his last six starts, going 3-0 with a 1.41 ERA with 36 
strikeouts and 14 walks during that span. In this one, he threw 68 of 105 pitches for strikes. 
 
“It’s such a right-handed dominated lineup that [the changeup] has to be there to be effective, get early outs 
and be able to go deep,’’ he said. “Luckily, today I had it, got ground-ball outs and fly balls, and it worked 
out.” 
 
His slider also was on point, “getting them swinging early,” he said. 
 
Abreu, the designated hitter Wednesday, and Davidson, who played third base, each had three hits. Yolmer 
Sanchez (3-for-5), playing shortstop while Tim Anderson was rested, had the Sox’ other RBI.   Abreu has 
21 homers and 73 RBI and is warming up for a run at another 25 homer, 100 RBI season. He said Rodon, 
as good as he has been, is just warming up, too. 
 
“Impressed? Surprised? No,’’ Abreu said through translator Billy Russo. “I still think he can do more. We all 
know the talent he has and how he good he is. I think we are just watching the tip of the iceberg.’’ 
 
Jordan Zimmermann (5-5) took the loss for the Tigers, who scored two runs in the ninth against Sox 
relievers Jeanmar Gomez and Luis Avilan (second save) but left the tying and winning runs on base. 
 
The result gave the Sox (44-76) only their second series victory at Comerica Park since 2015. 

 
Avisail Garcia says he’ll get ‘cleanup’ on knee after season 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 15, 2018 
 
DETROIT — Avisail Garcia’s encore season to an All-Star campaign in 2017 hasn’t been what he had 
hoped for, in large part due to hamstring and knee problems that have limited the right fielder to playing in 
59 of the White Sox’ first 120 games this year. 
 
Garcia, 27, has navigated his way through sore legs but is not playing with the same “burst” in them, mainly 
because of a sore right knee. He said he expects to have an arthroscopic procedure done on the knee after 
the season. 
 
“I have to get something done in the offseason,’’ Garcia told the Sun-Times. “I know I have to get it cleaned 
up. Nothing major. We think the knee has caused the hamstring [issues]. It’s been a crazy year, but 
hopefully next year will be better.’’ 
 
In 58 games, Garcia is batting .244/.275/.471 with 13 homers and 27 RBI. He had one hit in his previous 
22 at-bats entering the Sox game at the Tigers Wednesday. 
 
“Just keep working, working,’’ he said. “I’ve missed some pitches, it happens. It’s not easy. You can’t lose 
confidence. You’re going to have bad days, bad weeks, a bad month.” 
 
At various times, both knees and hamstrings have been sore. A Grade 2 strain of the right hamstring put 
Garcia, coming off a season in which he batted .330, on the DL in April. 
 
“It’s been tough because of my knees,’’ he said. “I have to work through it, even if I don’t feel 100 percent. 
 
“It’s going to get better.’’ 
 
Open roster spot not for Eloy 
 
The Sox optioned outfielder Ryan LaMarre to Class AAA Charlotte after the game, but it was not to create 
room for prized prospect Eloy Jimenez. They are expected to activate Leury Garcia from the disabled list 
Friday. 
 



LaMarre hit the go-ahead home run, the first of his career, in the Sox’ 6-3 win Tuesday. 
 
The Sox remain private about when or if Jimenez will be called up this season. If it happens, though, it likely 
would occur when the team is at home. 
 
Hawk’s final countdown 
 
Leading up to Ken Harrelson’s final game as Sox broadcaster Sept. 23 when the Sox host the Cubs, the 
team announced the details to cap off his final send-off, including a pregame ceremony on Sept. 2 
celebrating “Hawk Day at Guaranteed Rate Field.” 
 
The winner of the “He Gone for Charity” sweepstakes will have the chance to join Harrelson and special 
guests on the field before the White Sox host the Red Sox. Along with the pregame celebration, the first 
10,000 fans to enter the ballpark will receive a Hawk Harrelson Nesting Doll, which commemorates different 
phases of Harrelson’s 55 years in the baseball world. 
 
There also will be an intimate, private screening of the new documentary produced by NBC Sports Chicago 
titled “Hawk” on Sept. 6 at ArcLight Cinemas. Harrelson and the movie’s directors will host a question-and-
answer panel after the showing. 
 
Two days rest for Tim 
 
Shortstop Tim Anderson was rested, getting a two-day break with the off day Thursday. Anderson had 
played in 116 of the Sox’ 119 games. Yolmer Sanchez played shortstop and also got some camera time 
mimicking the umpires during a replay challenge. 

 
White Sox release details for end of Ken ‘Hawk’ Harrelson’s farewell tour 
By Madeline Kenney / Sun-Times / August 15, 2018 
 
This is it. Ken Harrelson’s time as a broadcaster is coming to an end next month. 
 
All season, the White Sox have been celebrating Harrelson, a five-time Emmy Award winner, three-time 
Ford Frick nominee and two-time Illinois Sportscaster of the Year. 
 
Leading up to the Hawk’s final call on Sept. 23 when the White Sox host the Cubs for an afternoon game, 
the White Sox announced the details to cap off Harrelson’s final send-off. 
 
For starters, the White Sox will honor Harrelson in a pregame ceremony on Sept. 2 as they celebrate “Hawk 
Day at Guaranteed Rate Field.” 
 
The winner of the “He Gone” for Charity sweepstakes will have the chance to join Harrelson and special 
guests on the field before the White Sox host the Red Sox. (Other prizes for the sweepstakes includes 
autographed baseballs and Hawk-themed T-shirts and hats. All proceeds will benefit the Chicago White 
Sox Charities.) 
 
Along with the pregame celebration, the first 10,000 fans to enter the ballpark will receive a Hawk Harrelson 
Nesting Doll, which commemorates the different phases of Harrelson’s 55 years in the baseball world. 
 
There will also be an intimate, private screening of the new documentary produced by NBC Sports Chicago, 
titled “Hawk,” on Sept. 6 at ArcLight Cinemas. Harrelson and the movie’s directors will host a question-and-
answer panel after the showing. There are limited tickets available, which fans can potentially win through 
the “He Gone” for Charity sweepstakes. Click here for more information. 
 
If fans can’t make it to the exclusive screening, NBC Sports Chicago will broadcast the documentary on 
Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. 

 



Spencer Adams gets the boost of confidence he needs in a season full of struggles 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 15, 2018 
 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Spencer Adams’ parents probably thought that the three-hour drive from White 
County, Georgia to Kodak, Tennessee to see their son twirl six innings of one-run ball for the Birmingham 
Barons was a decent-sized weekend road trip. But 10 minutes into their return drive, they got a call from 
their 22-year-old son — fresh out of a meeting with Barons manager Ryan Newman — informing them they 
were far from done. 
 
Almost four years to the day after he had been drafted in the second round by the White Sox, Adams had 
been promoted to Triple-A. After turning his parents around and calling a surely very thrilled agent, that 
meant a drive back to Birmingham to pack up his apartment, a stop in Georgia to drop off “some stuff I 
didn’t need,” yet another drive to Charlotte to join up with the Knights on their off day, and a flight to Norfolk 
for a road series — all within 48 hours of hearing the news. 
 
“There was a lot of traveling in two days’ time, but it was worth it,” Adams said. 
 
After nearly two years in Birmingham — where Adams had seen his previously meteoric rise through the 
White Sox system slow to a crawl, his once impossibly low walk rates creep up, and a massive influx of 
prospect talent push him from easily being one of the top talents in the entire farm system to an under-the-
radar arm — it was also a bit of release. After starting the season with some of the worst struggles of his 
career, Adams had reeled off seven starts for 43 2/3 IP, 37 H, 14 ER, 11 BB, 34 K, 2.89 ERA, and looked 
like his old strike-throwing self enough to end up at the level he harbored hopes of starting the season at. 
 
“I can’t say that it was one thing that just clicked, but something clicked and I finally put together a good 
string and finally got the chance to get out of there and get up here and feel like I’ve kept it rolling ever 
since,” Adams said. “I definitely think a lot of people sometimes need to hear that boost of confidence 
coming from other people. Sometimes it’s just a change of scenery for people too. They get a fresh start 
somewhere.” 
 
In a White Sox system that sometimes can seem like it was assembled with the idea that if you collect two 
dozen pitching prospects with top-end stuff, five of them will shake out into starters, Adams is of a different 
mold. He’ll tell you straight up not to expect much more than five strikeouts per outing, and makes a habit 
of turning around before every batter, checking his infielders’ shifting position, and adjusting his plan of 
attack accordingly. His selling points are throwing strikes, efficiently eating innings, the long, lean and 
athletic build of a former high school basketball star and the consistency in his delivery that comes with it. 
He’ll get beat some nights, but he won’t beat himself, and he’ll make things easy on the bullpen either way. 
 
“His velocity, I guess when they took him was a little firmer,” Charlotte Knights pitching coach Steve McCatty 
said. “When I saw him, he wasn’t a guy I thought, ‘Well, he really has the ability to throw the crap out of the 
ball.’ I look at guys and what I look at is whether they have the ability to pitch. I look at him and there’s 
something there, there’s an ability to do it. Hitters will let you know if you can’t pitch or not.” 
 
Pick just about any White Sox pitching prospect you like (save for Michael Kopech, who is nearly three 
weeks younger) and Adams is younger than them. With that, his projectable frame and the 92-95 mph 
velocity Adams once touted, a jump in stuff still feels possible at some point. But it hasn’t happened yet. 
Adams still sits high-80s to low-90s, looks for hitters to roll over his slider, and his curveball is a more of an 
early-count strike-grabbing offering to put something in hitters’ heads, though that’s reasonable progress 
for a relatively new pitch. 
 
The White Sox’s rotation woes this season should give everyone an appreciation for the unglamorous but 
steady innings that Adams can provide, but a lack of whiffs decreases the margin for error in every other 
part of his game. He has to deliver upon the elite control reputation he carries, and so far his promotion to 
Triple-A has seen a return of the uncharacteristic walk issues that made his start to the year in Birmingham 
so bizarre. Hitters in the International League aren’t letting Adams know he can’t pitch — he’s recorded a 
3.36 ERA and logged at least six innings in nine of his 11 starts with the Knights. But more walks (31) than 



strikeouts (29) in 64 1/3 innings is hard to sustain at any level, let alone project to the majors, and just 
speaks to the idea that Adams has struggled in ways once entirely foreign to him before this season. 
 
Adams went his first three years as a professional without a single four-walk game, before issuing six in 
one game in 2017. This season, he’s crossed that threshold four times, and league scouts say he’s 
frequently getting rotational in his delivery in a way he never used to. That leads to speculation as to whether 
he’s been at 100 percent this year, but Adams reiterated that he’s been without physical restriction since 
he successfully rehabbed a torn finger ligament during spring training. 
 
“I know there’s been some things going on with him in the past,” McCatty said. “I’m not going to say I see 
a non-athlete. When I sit there and look at his delivery I don’t say, ‘Boy that looks really athletic.’ I don’t 
know how to describe it. I’m not saying that it’s not. It’s just his makeup, that a lot of stuff really comes down 
to. The focus, and knowing what you can do and what you cannot do, that he kind of is really figuring out.” 
 
With the head start of being the rare — though increasingly less rare — White Sox foray into high school 
talent, Adams should get plenty of time to slow-burn his development in Triple-A. He’s adjusting to hitters 
who will spit on his slider even when he gets ahead rather than just ceding control of the at-bat to him once 
he gets up 0-2. And the quality of the defense around him weighs on his success more heavily than the 
average pitcher. 
 
There’s no positive spin on the appearance of control struggles for a pitcher whose selling point is control, 
and despite being one call way from the majors, there are some major strides in development necessary 
before he realizes his future as a big-league innings eater. Yet even in a bizarre season, there have been 
flashes of the pitcher Adams needs to be to succeed. The big step forward in stuff may not have taken 
place, but the promotion did plenty to convince Adams he’s working in the right direction. 
 
“A lot of people get caught up thinking about the future. I did a little bit in Birmingham,” Adams said. “I was 
thinking about getting up here too much. Felt like I was thinking about stuff that I didn’t need to be thinking 
about and it was kind of throwing me off my game. I started to put everything to the side and focused on 
what really needed to be focused on.” 
 
That message is only going to be driven home harder to Adams in Charlotte. 
 
“Seby Zavala told me: just stay focused on every pitch and it’ll work out,” he said. 

 
Lucas Giolito aims to salvage his season while White Sox prospects hope to extend theirs 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 15, 2018 
 
The Detroit Tigers (81 wRC+) make a compelling case for the worst offense in baseball, so it behooved 
Lucas Giolito to have one of his best starts of the season Tuesday night. Save for another bout of his first-
inning struggles that saw him spurn an early three-run lead, he did that in terms of consistent command of 
his stuff, which is essentially the whole goal with him. 
 
Giolito kept the Tigers scoreless for the next five innings, including an escape from a bases-loaded, nobody-
out jam in the bottom of the sixth, a situation he probably isn’t permitted to navigate if Rick Renteria has a 
stronger bullpen at his disposal. Giolito’s 16 swinging strikes were a season-high, and came behind some 
of the best use of his curveball all year, and definitely the best life on his two-seamer. He’s had three outings 
with one walk or fewer and four outings with seven strikeouts or more, but this is the first time they’ve 
overlapped. 
 
It’s not the highest bar in the world, but if Giolito ends the last six weeks looking like this, it will probably 
mean a lot more for his future prospects in the White Sox rotation than his end-of-season ERA. He was 
very frank recently in assessing his struggles while expressing optimism for his year going forward. 
 
“As one of the least consistent starting pitchers on the team if not the league, starting to feel a lot more 
consistent out there,” Giolito said. “I can’t go back and change some of my poor outings earlier this year. 



All I can do is learn from those and try to give it my best these last 10 or whatever I might have. So, at the 
end of the year, my baseball card stats are a little messed up from the early part of the season. But I mean, 
it’s all in the past. All I can do is control what I do each day to improve.” 
 
The White Sox seem to have dodged any major issues after left-handed prospect Bernardo Flores walked 
off the mound during his start Sunday holding his pitching arm. The team says the 22-year-old experienced 
cramping in his left arm that was brought on by dehydration (it is hot in Alabama in August). He should be 
considered day-to-day, but with just three weeks left in the Barons’ season and Flores already more than 
20 innings over his previous career high, it would be unsurprising to see the Sox err on the side of caution. 
 
Flores has had a great 2018 campaign, recording a 2.72 ERA with a microscopic 5.1 percent walk rate over 
139 innings with a smooth promotion to Double-A mixed in. The strikeouts need to tick up soon, but among 
the White Sox’s many college reliever-to-professional starter transitions, it’s going fairly smoothly, especially 
after an oblique pull ended his 2017 season early. 
 
Speaking of oblique pulls, Double-A right-hander Jimmy Lambert’s breakout season was halted almost a 
month ago by one, and he has yet to resume throwing. At this point he would likely need a rehab stint to 
return to action in said remaining three weeks of the Barons season. Since he threw 150 innings in his first 
full season as a professional and is only at 95 2/3 currently, some postseason work in the Arizona Fall 
League could be in order alongside Zack Burdi, who is currently working in the AZL and expected to be 
there. 
 
The White Sox increased Lucas Giolito’s career-high in innings by just under 38 last year, when there were 
not many perfect examples of the ideal test case for ramping up innings upon a big league debut. Reynaldo 
López hit the disabled list after getting promoted, and Michael Kopech went up by 69 innings because his 
previous two seasons had been artificially truncated and he was clearly still strong down the stretch. 
 
“We try not to be zealots about that,” Rick Hahn said in February. “We want to be flexible based on the 
performance and most importantly their health and what they’re looking like mechanically and how the stuff 
looks coming out of their hand before saying, ‘We’re making you get to this level,’ or, ‘You’re going to stop 
when you get to this level.’ 
 
“Not too different from last year with him with Michael, his career-high in innings was about 75-ish or so in 
a season. We felt, ‘OK, if we could add 40-ish or 50-ish to that level, that would be great but we’re not going 
to force it.’ He wound up somehow getting stronger as the season wore on, not only setting a career-high 
in innings pitched last year with around 130, but he also earned himself a promotion. We have plans this 
time of year and we remain flexible throughout the summer if we need to adapt them upward or downward.” 
 
Meanwhile, Lincoln Henzman is only pitching three innings per night in Winston-Salem as he transitions 
from a reliever workload to that of a starter, and Dylan Cease might not make every single start down the 
stretch as he’s already 25 innings over his career-high for the season. But there doesn’t seem to be the 
prior precedent in place for innings cap concerns to keep Kopech from making a significant major league 
debut. It doesn’t seem like that will happen this weekend, though, because the White Sox set probable 
starters for the Royals series and he’s not one of them. 
The Winston-Salem Dash have a decent chance to win their second-half division title, and their imminent 
playoff run provides a route for plenty of reps for the recovered Luis Robert, newly demoted Alec Hansen, 
and Nick Madrigal. The 2018 fourth overall pick is hitting .303/.368/.364 through nine games in High-A, 
doing a lot of first-pitch hunting, hitting a lot of sacrifice flies and ground balls to the right side to move the 
runner, and playing a cagey and wise second base that will be much easier to appreciate when he is in 
Chicago. 
 
There was a lot of talk about Madrigal playing shortstop out of the draft, despite playing second base 
throughout college and plenty of scouting doubt about his throwing arm strength for the most demanding 
defensive position on the infield. Madrigal, for his part, repeatedly said he’ll play anywhere. 
 



Madrigal manned short during his first professional game in the AZL and has not appeared there since. He 
slid over to second for Luis Curbelo in Kannapolis, and now is opposite Laz Rivera in Winston-Salem. 
They’re both legit prospects, but not enough to push Madrigal out of all shortstop opportunities. Player 
development reality can displace draft day hopes quickly, but the reasons Madrigal’s signing scout gave for 
being optimistic about his prospects at shortstop seem applicable anywhere. 
 
“If you give this guy the blueprint to learn something, I think he picks it up,” scout Mike Gange said of 
Madrigal. “His play clock is really good, man. If there’s a guy who is going to study other players in terms 
of patterns, of balls on the ground and what area and shifting, Nick will be the type of guy to look at those 
graphs and charts.” 

 


