
 
 

March 16, 2018 
 

 The Athletic, After free-agent freeze, Cubs have big labor questions and the union is still searching 
for answers  
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emerges-for-final-spot-in-cubs-bullpen/ 
 

 The Athletic, Cubs business spotlight: Wrigley renovations on track, All-Star game bid and another 
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 Cubs.com, Court trying to live out dream by playing for Cubs 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-ryan-court-trying-to-live-out-dream/c-268786020 
 

 Cubs.com, Hancock gets 'boost of confidence' from Maddon 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-justin-hancock-drawing-maddons-praise/c-268817478 
 

 Cubs.com, Wrigley renovation to be ready for Opening Day 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/wrigley-renovation-will-be-ready-for-season/c-268795612 
 

 Cubs.com, Cubs release right-handed reliever Grimm 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-release-right-handed-reliever-grimm/c-268788554 

 

 NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs part ways with Justin Grimm, opening up bullpen competition 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-make-surpising-move-part-ways-justin-grimm-cubs-
bullpen-maples-butler-simmons-montgomery 
 

 NBC Sports Chicago, 5 bold predictions for the 2018 Cubs season 
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contreras-heyward-morrow-happ-rizzo-bryant-maddon 

 

 Chicago Tribune, Cubs starters set sights on surpassing 'outstanding' 2016 results 
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20180317-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, If the old Wrigley Field dugout walls could talk, the stories they would tell 
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 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Kyle Hendricks was in top form Thursday; Kyle Schwarber, maybe not so 
much 
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 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs exec Crane Kenney fires back at alderman on ‘tent’ issue, street closures 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-exec-crane-kenney-fires-back-at-alderman-on-tent-
issue-street-closures/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Kyle Hendricks takes the mound for Cubs after players meeting with union 
head 
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The Athletic 
After free-agent freeze, Cubs have big labor questions and the union is still searching for answers  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — The Cubs are under such a microscope that the fine print in the collective bargaining 
agreement blew up into a huge national story because Kris Bryant lived up to the hype and dominated 
the Cactus League. 
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Three years later, that service-time drama almost seems petty. Even though it’s still a piece of the 
puzzle, the owners already flipped over the table. Now by the time Bryant becomes a free agent after 
the 2021 season, the Major League Baseball Players Association could be gearing up for a labor war. 
 
Union chief Tony Clark continued his annual tour of spring-training camps on Thursday, stopping in 
Mesa for a meeting with Cubs players who understand these aren’t abstract concepts and know what’s 
at stake. 
 
“Definitely more attention is being paid overall,” said pitcher Kyle Hendricks, the team’s assistant union 
representative. “I know as of a few years ago, guys would never talk about this kind of stuff. 
 
“We know what we need to do and how we need to perform and how we need to grow this game. We 
just have to do what’s in our control — pay attention to everything that’s going on, be more involved in 
this stuff going forward and make the necessary changes.” 
 
A large group watched up close as Jake Arrieta transformed himself into a Cy Young Award winner and a 
World Series champion. Many players, like Bryant, are also represented by Scott Boras or other high-
powered agencies. Enough realize Arrieta’s proud, stubborn streak and how a three-year, $75 million 
contract with the Philadelphia Phillies — announced in the middle of March — isn’t exactly what he had 
in mind when he dreamed about free agency. 
 
“We’re going to have to appreciate more of what the details actually were,” Clark said, sitting with 
reporters for 17-plus minutes at a patio table outside the team’s complex. “We can’t get into the details 
as the offseason is playing itself out related to any one particular player. 
 
“We do have a lot of dialogue with agents, but that dialogue is more general as to what it is that they’re 
hearing or they’re not hearing, not the individual deals or conversations themselves. 
 
“Once the deals are consummated, once the offseason runs its course, then we’re able to have more 
detailed interactions with the agents about what may have happened with any one particular player. 
And we expect to have that.” 
 
Beyond Bryant and Arrieta, Ian Happ just became the first pre-arbitration Cub in the Theo Epstein 
administration to not agree to a salary and have his contract renewed. Year 7 has also already seen 
reliever Justin Grimm become the first Cub to take the Epstein regime to an arbitration hearing. (Grimm 
ultimately lost the case, just got released and will receive roughly $530,000 in termination pay.) 
 
The Cubs became trendsetters by writing off big-league seasons and methodically building toward the 
future. The Cubs also essentially view this year’s $197 million luxury-tax threshold as a salary cap. 
 
“Obviously, this is a very important club,” Clark said. “But I’m telling you that we have to watch all of it. 
It’s all related, how one member and what he experiences effects the other group. What happens on 
one team effects the rest of the group, too. 
 
“It’s going to sound cliché-ish, and I know that, but we watch the trends of all the clubs as teams cycle in 
and out, the successes they have, how they may have had them, the decisions that they’re making. 
 
“We have to do that with all 30 clubs, understanding the ebb and flow of the industry as a whole. You do 
have marquee clubs. You do have clubs that find themselves at the forefront of conversations more than 
others. But we wouldn’t be doing our job if we didn’t take into account how that club may be affecting 
other clubs and how those other clubs may be using those experiences to make their decisions. 



 

 
“We’ve got to do it from top to bottom.” 
 
Clark’s “race to the bottom” statement last month sounded out of character, calling out tanking teams 
threatening “the integrity of the game.” He’s a good talker who doesn’t like to reveal too much to the 
media. He’s a well-respected former player who’s not trained as a labor lawyer. He’s feeling the heat 
and not ruling collusion in or out. 
 
“We understand every offseason is different,” Clark said. “We communicate with agents throughout the 
offseason. We’ve done more communicating this year. We do so in order to evaluate whether or not 
there are any abnormalities or anomalies that may have manifested themselves one way or another. 
 
“But that’s what we do every offseason. This one has gotten a little more attention. We’ll continue to do 
what we’ve always done in evaluating that and then make a determination based on the information 
that we get. [We’ll] be able to put together how best to move forward.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
After the release of Justin Grimm, a new leader emerges for final spot in Cubs bullpen 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
While many had assumed the Cubs' 25-man roster was all but set, the team created a clear battle for the 
final spot in the bullpen on Thursday. The Cubs released Justin Grimm, ending the talented right-
hander’s up-and-down, four-and-a-half-year run with the organization. 
 
This winter, Grimm became the first player to go to an arbitration hearing with the Cubs under team 
president Theo Epstein’s watch. Grimm lost, ending up with a $2.2 million contract, but with his release, 
the team will owe him roughly $530,000 in termination pay. 
 
When it’s working for him, Grimm is a hard-thrower who can get his four-seamer to the upper 90s and 
has a wipeout curveball. The image of him standing in the visitors clubhouse at Guaranteed Rate Field in 
August 2015, smiling widely while being asked if he noticed that he hit 99 mph a few days earlier, is a 
perfect summation of Grimm. He was well-liked in the clubhouse and known for being friendly with 
everyone on the team. He’d be sure to loudly address anyone in his path as he walked to his locker, fist-
bumping players, staff and media while making jokes along the way. 
 
“He’s an awesome guy,” starting pitcher Kyle Hendricks said Thursday. “It’s the nature of the business. 
That’s how it goes. I’ll definitely reach out to him. He shouldn’t have a problem, hopefully, finding 
another job. We obviously want him in this group and with us, so it’s going to be tough to see. But, 
again, that’s part of how it goes.” 
 
While his gregarious personality certainly fit the team and his talent tantalized, his inconsistency could 
be maddening. Grimm’s 1.99 ERA and 32.8 percent strikeout rate in 2015 led some to believe he had a 
chance to be a legitimate high-leverage reliever, if not a contender for the closer role. However, he 
battled his command, particularly with his fastball, far too often. 
 
Nine of the 12 homers he allowed last season came off his four-seamer and opponents hit .302 with a 
.593 slugging percentage off the pitch. His walk rate was never below 10 percent over the last three 
seasons and last year he allowed a 22.2 percent HR/FB rate. Even in a year with rumors flying about a 



 

juiced ball, that was still a rough number, 8.5 points above league average and third-worst among 
qualified relievers. 
 
Most will assume that this opens up a spot for Eddie Butler, who like Grimm, is out of options. However, 
unless Pedro Strop is starting the season on the disabled list (he was slowed early by a calf issue and has 
yet to make a spring appearance after getting sick), he may still be on the outside looking in. Like 
Grimm, Butler also has great stuff. When it’s going right, his sinker and curve can get ground balls, the 
fastball is lively and he developed a cutter that scouts believed would help. Even the change is 
sometimes described as plus. 
 
But as much as the stuff excites (and surely the public in general falls in love with a player who was once 
considered one of the best pitching prospects in the game), the results do little to make one believe he 
can thrive. Butler’s biggest issue is his inability to miss bats. With stuff like he has, it’s a bit perplexing, 
but scouts suggested it was a lack of deception that kept his pitches from playing up to the reports. 
Butler has 214 big league innings under his belt and has posted a 12.7 percent strikeout rate during that 
time. He delivered that exact number last season with the Cubs in 54 2/3 innings. The league average 
strikeout rate was 21.6 percent last season. Only two qualified starters, Ty Blach and Andrew Cashner, 
and two relievers, T.J. McFarland and Richard Bleier, posted a strikeout rate below Butler’s in 2017. 
 
As tempting as it would be to keep Butler and hope he figures something out, the reality is he’s shown 
little over the last few years to justify that decision. Unless the Cubs pitching infrastructure of new 
pitching coach Jim Hickey, catching/strategy coach Mike Borzello and run prevention coordinator 
Tommy Hottovy is optimistic about something new (and unreported) this spring or the R&D department 
has data that could lead him in a different direction, Butler doesn’t appear to be the best choice. 
 
The Cubs seem satisfied to have starting pitching depth of Alec Mills, Jen Ho Tseng and Luke Farrell in 
the minors, with top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay waiting in the wings. 
 
That leaves a sleeper candidate emerging as a strong possibility to open the season in the Cubs bullpen: 
Anthony Bass. Bass’ career numbers in the big leagues aren’t all that pretty. However, the Cubs saw 
something with him they felt could help him get better results. 
 
“They want me to let my fastball go in and up in the zone,” Bass told The Athletic. “They also want me to 
utilize my slider more because it’s a good weapon for me. I haven’t utilized it enough in the past. So far, 
that’s what I’ve been doing and had success doing it.” 
 
When he's gotten innings in the big leagues, Bass has used his slider about 30-35 percent of the time. If 
he's given the chance in the regular season, it'll be interesting to see just how much Bass uses the pitch 
in 2018 and in what situations he decides to unleash it. Bass has struck out five, walked none and 
allowed no runs in his four innings of Cactus League work this spring. The Cubs believe if he leans more 
on his slider, he’ll miss more bats and significantly increase his career 15.4 percent strikeout rate. The 
same scouting department that found a diamond in the rough with Brian Duensing last season is hoping 
to do the same this season. 
 
Along with changing how he attacks hitters, Bass also said he learned a lot and grew mentally during his 
time in Japan in 2016. Bass didn’t get much of an opportunity to show that last season with the Texas 
Rangers, as they used him for just 5 2/3 innings of mostly mop-up duty. However, he believes his time 
overseas was an invaluable experience that will make him a better pitcher in the long run. 
 
While in Texas in 2015, Bass started experimenting with a splitter. He really learned how to use the pitch 
while in Japan. 



 

 
“I started throwing it more over there,” Bass said. “A lot of [Japanese] pitchers throw that pitch often. 
I’d watch the way they use it and started incorporating it with the way I used mine. It gave me another 
swing-and-miss pitch along with my slider.” 
 
He also said he learned how to pitch inside with his fastball in Japan. According to Bass, many of the 
batters there were middle-away hitters, so he had to adjust. 
 
“It made me rely upon pitching with my heater inside,” Bass said. “When I came up with San Diego, they 
preached fastball down and away. That’s all I was really focused on early in my career, commanding that 
down and away pitch. It’s still a good pitch, but you gotta be able to pitch inside to get those hitters 
away from the down and away pitch.” 
 
While with the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fighters, Bass was a key part of the bullpen as the team won the 
Japan Series in six games. Bass said pitching in those high-leverage moments helped him mature as a 
pitcher. 
 
“I really learned to stay in control,” Bass said. “The atmosphere was loud. It could be very easy to get 
distracted, try to speed things up or try to overthrow. Pitching over there in the championship really 
taught me to slow things down in my mind. Focus on executing whatever pitch I needed to execute for 
that at-bat. It allowed me to have success in high-leverage situations and hopefully just carry that on 
over here.” 
 
Bass said before those experiences, he’d find himself in a tough situation and try to do too much or just 
not have any semblance of a plan. He’d just nod along to whatever the catcher was putting down and 
his only goal would be to try and throw harder or get more break on his slider. He would ignore 
baserunners and get bases taken on him far too frequently. 
 
“Now when I step on the rubber, I have a game plan of what I want to do,” he said. “Where do I want to 
throw this pitch to get this guy out? Do I need a ground ball, a strikeout, whatever? I’m incorporating a 
lot of things that I never used to even think about before. I think that’s attributed to all the failure I’ve 
gone through. Getting kicked around. I realized I needed to sharpen up my game. It started in between 
the ears. I decided to figure out what was going wrong and simplify things. The more you play this game, 
you mature and realize that you’re always adjusting and making changes. And if things aren’t going well, 
you have to figure it out quickly.” 
 
Bass' signing may have gone overlooked at the time, but the righty has always believed he had a shot at 
making an opening day roster that prior to Thursday seemed essentially set. 
 
“I know what I can do, I know what I can do for this team,” Bass said. “This team is super-talented. We 
have a chance to win a World Series. That’s always been a goal of mine. Won one over in Japan, a few 
championships in the minor leagues, but nothing like a World Series. Obviously, there’s not a whole lot 
of spots open. But I know if I just go out there, pitch like I can and I’ll put a lot of pressure on the ones 
making decisions of who’s on the team. I’m just here to provide some assistance so we can get to 
October and go from there.” 
 
When discussing the possibility of a battle for the final spot in the bullpen prior to Grimm's release, 
manager Joe Maddon discussed the qualities he'll be looking for in that last pitcher added. 
 
“I’m not so much a performance-oriented coach or manager in this spring training,” Maddon said. 
“However, when it comes down to that last dude or two, sometimes you might look at that a little bit 



 

more closely. But for me, it’s primarily about: When I have a conversation with them, how calm are they 
about this moment? And how confident are they? How lucid are they in their description of what they’re 
trying to do? That’s the kind of stuff that indicates to me whether or not I think they’re ready or not.” 
 
At 30 years old, it may have taken a little while for Bass to figure it out, but he sounds like he's turned 
into that person Maddon is describing. Bass believes he’s a smarter, more mature pitcher than he was 
prior to his stint in Japan. He’s failed, been pushed out of the league and when invited back, relegated to 
roles with minimal impact. 
 
Instead of coming away dejected and despondent with those setbacks, he's used that time to learn 
more about himself and how to be better at his job. He’s yet to convert that into success on the field, 
but with a plan in mind and some changes afoot, it looks like the Cubs may be the ones to give him that 
opportunity. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Cubs business spotlight: Wrigley renovations on track, All-Star game bid and another neighborhood turf 
battle 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — All the media requests and Wrigley Field aerial shots floating around the Internet 
convinced president of business operations Crane Kenney to sit down with reporters on Thursday 
morning and remind everyone that the Cubs will be open for business. 
 
“I think folks are nervous about opening day, so I’m here just to remind everybody we are on track, in 
fact a couple days ahead of schedule,” Kenney said, leading off a State of Wrigley update that lasted 
almost 18 minutes inside the team’s spring training headquarters in Arizona. 
 
“The process from here to the finish line is machinery coming off the field this week, boards coming up 
over the weekend, then we turn the field back over to the grounds crew. They test out the irrigation, 
then we start laying the field in. But we’re in great shape for the field to be ready April 9.” 
 
Thankfully, the Cubs are no longer in a place where any potential change to their iconic stadium 
becomes an existential threat to the franchise’s identity and a viral story on Twitter. The focus is where 
it should be — on an uber-talented team that won the 2016 World Series and has been to the NLCS 
three years running. 
 
There are usually whispers about delays, but that comes with the territory, building during the Chicago 
winters and declining to move out of Wrigley Field for a season or two. The Cubs begin this season with 
a three-city road trip that will serve as a buffer against any last-minute issues. 
 
Kenney called this the biggest phase of the restoration, both structurally and from a cost perspective. 
The Cubs now estimate this to be close to a $1 billion project, including the team’s office tower, new 
Hotel Zachary (opening March 26) and surrounding development. 
 
“Opening day doesn’t move,” Kenney said. “We’ve never really had a formal backup plan, like go to 
Miller Park or go to The Cell. We learned early on, because of some things that happened with ComEd 
and others when we didn’t get the bleachers open (for the start of the 2015 season). We learned very 
early that offseason that we were going to have some logistic delays to cause the bleachers not to be 
open, so we just sort of wore it. 



 

 
“Really, this is the last season that I’d have huge concerns about, because now we’re just going to be 
working upstairs [at Wrigley]. But we haven’t had like a formal [deal]: '[Brewers chief operating officer] 
Rick Schlesinger has agreed to let us use Miller Park if we need to go up to play in Milwaukee…’ 
 
“Everything’s on track.” 
 
That includes concourse updates, upgraded WiFi and cell service, the swanky American Airlines 1914 
Club behind home plate and modern dugouts moved about 28 feet out toward each foul pole. All these 
improvements and amenities are geared toward hosting a future All-Star Game. 
 
“Our application’s in,” Kenney said. “We have made sort of a prediction on what the ballpark will look 
like in 2020. Honestly, this has become a different equation with Rob [Manfred], whereas in the past I 
think commissioner [Bud] Selig would just sort of decide himself who deserves it next, or the clock might 
dictate who gets it next. 
 
“Rob is running this more like a competition where both the city and the team need to make a 
commitment to attract the game. We’ve made a joint application with the city, working with [Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel]. We don’t have some of the tools that some of the other cities have that they get to 
use. 
 
“If you’re Atlanta, Cobb County’s going to probably make it known that they put $400 million into a 
Major League Baseball stadium, and that deserves some recognition from the league. The same thing is 
going to happen with Texas coming online. Those markets where a very large amount of money has 
been contributed by the city or the taxpayers — that will probably get noted by the commissioner.” 
 
A 2020 All-Star Game at Clark and Addison would mark 30 years since the last time the Cubs hosted the 
marquee event. Los Angeles officials are also lobbying to bring the All-Star Game back to Dodger 
Stadium for the first time since 1980. 
 
“I think it matters,” Kenney said. “The Dodgers are the only team that have gone longer than we have 
without an All-Star Game, so I’m sure their appeal will be much like ours, which is: ‘It’s our turn.’ 
 
“They would have a little bit of a lead on us in terms of how long they’ve been waiting. We’ve done 
more to our ballpark, in terms of the [Ricketts] family’s investment. And their commitment to baseball, I 
don’t think that will be lost on anyone. 
 
“The mayor has tried to help us as much as he can. We obviously have an issue with our alderman.” 
 
Ah, yes, another annual rite of spring, the Cubs complaining about Tom Tunney, the 44th Ward boss. 
Tunney told the Chicago Sun-Times he rejected an application for a permit to put a tent over the 
Waveland Avenue lot where players, their families and VIPs park because “it was always meant to be a 
temporary solution.” Tunney had approved the permit in previous seasons. The Cubs are framing this as 
a matter of security. 
 
“It’s an election year,” said Kenney, who first started working for the Cubs in 1994 and admitted that he 
“shouldn’t be surprised at this stage.” 
 
By and large, the Cubs have gotten very good reviews for the way they’ve modernized the ballpark, 
blending the video boards into the experience and creating green space off Clark Street. Players rave 



 

about the facilities, at least the ones not stuffed inside the visiting clubhouse. Ownership relied 
predominantly on private financing to transform the neighborhood. 
 
“We’re doing everything we can, but the realities of building in a short offseason — it does impact the 
neighbors,” Kenney said. “We’re cognizant of it. We can’t wait for this project to end as well.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Court trying to live out dream by playing for Cubs 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Where were you on Nov. 4, 2016? If you're a Cubs fan, you were probably one of the 
millions crammed along the parade route in Chicago to cheer on the 2016 World Series champions. Ryan 
Court was there. 
 
Court, now a non-roster invitee in Cubs camp, played for the Red Sox's Double-A and Triple-A teams that 
season. He batted .277, saw action at all four infield positions plus left field, and cheered on the Cubs 
from afar. 
 
An Elgin, Ill., native, Court, now 29, grew up a Cubs fan. 
 
"I'm a Cubs fan for life," Court said. "I went to the parade for the World Series. I caught the 7 a.m. train 
and went down to the city." 
 
He and his father were in the throng along Michigan Avenue near the Chicago River, then decided it was 
so crowded, they'd rather watch the celebration on a television in a bar. 
 
And after spending last season with the Red Sox's Triple-A team, then playing in the Dominican Republic 
this winter, Court decided he was going to play for the Cubs. 
 
"I knew that's where I wanted to go," Court said. "Talking to the front office, it was a no-brainer for me. 
I'm 29, I don't have any big league time. If I'm going to make the big leagues, I want to earn it." 
 
He wanted a challenge. The Cubs' 25-man Opening Day roster is pretty much set. Court was batting .375 
this spring and hit his third home run on Wednesday, but he isn't going to bump Addison Russell or 
Anthony Rizzo off the infield. He could provide valuable depth. If the versatile Court had tried out for 
another team, he might have a better chance of getting to the big leagues. 
 
"I want my debut to be with a team where I earned it and the team's a contender," Court said. "I think 
making the big leagues with this team, this group of guys, fighting for a World Series, would be very 
cool. 
 
"Everyone in the clubhouse genuinely cares about one another," he said. "You talk to Joe [Maddon], you 
talk to everybody and it's like talking to your friend." 
 
A 23rd-round pick by the Diamondbacks in 2011, he spent last season with Triple-A Pawtucket and also 
played 22 games for Escogido in the Dominican Republic. Former Cubs outfielder Moises Alou was 
Escogido's general manager. 
 



 

"It took me awhile to be normal around him," Court said, sounding like a Cubs fan. "I mean, this is 
Moises Alou, I watched you, the catch, [Steve] Bartman. It's so hard to not ask you these questions that I 
want to ask you. He was awesome." 
 
Alou took care of the Americans on the team, inviting them to his house in Santo Domingo for a four-
course meal on Thanksgiving and also hosting a New Year's Eve party at his beach house. 
 
Alou wasn't Court's favorite player growing up. He liked watching Sammy Sosa and Mark DeRosa. 
 
"Derrek Lee was my favorite for sure," he said. 
 
And even though he's played with other teams, it would be a dream come true to play in the big leagues 
for the Cubs. 
 
"I don't think anything compares to here," he said, smiling. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Hancock gets 'boost of confidence' from Maddon 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- With Justin Grimm's release, there will be an opening in the Cubs bullpen. One pitcher 
who has gotten manager Joe Maddon's attention is Justin Hancock. The right-hander was walking by 
Maddon's office recently when the manager called him in. Maddon told the pitcher that he had the best 
arm he's never heard of. 
 
"It caught me off guard," Hancock said, smiling. "It was a boost of confidence, especially coming from 
him." 
 
The Cubs acquired Hancock, 27, from the Padres in the Matt Szczur trade last May. The right-hander has 
spent seven seasons in the Minor Leagues. After the deal, he reported to Triple-A Iowa and posted a 
4.50 ERA in 17 games in relief. 
 
A ninth-round pick in 2011 by the Padres, Hancock attended Lincoln Trail College in Robinson, Ill. Raise 
your hand if you've heard of the school. 
 
"[Pitching coach Jim] Hickey said the same thing -- he said, 'Where's Lincoln Trail at?'" Hancock said. 
"You've heard of Terre Haute [Ind.]? It's like an hour west of there in Robinson, Ill. 
 
"There's a Walmart and McDonalds there," he said of Robinson. "That's all the fun we could have. It was 
baseball and school there. I was happy with it." 
 
He's thrilled at getting an opportunity with the Cubs. 
 
"There's a lot of guys in here who can sling it pretty good," Hancock said. "I'm honored to be here." 
 
• The Cubs will play the regular-season opener in two weeks on March 29 in Miami. What does Maddon 
want to see between now and then? 
 



 

"Guys stay healthy," Maddon said. "Guys like the pitchers are trying a couple different things that we've 
been talking about that we think can be beneficial. There still might be some competition in certain 
spots, primarily in the bullpen. You're just trying to bear down on that. I'm not so much a performance-
oriented coach or manager in Spring Training. When it comes down to the last dude or two, you might 
look at that more closely." 
 
Hendricks, Bryant meet with Clark 
 
Kyle Hendricks tuned up for the season on Thursday with what he called his "most normal game" so far 
this spring, striking out seven over six innings in a 3-2 loss to the Diamondbacks. 
 
It was part of a busy day for Hendricks. Cubs players also had their annual spring get-together with MLB 
Players Association director Tony Clark. Kris Bryant, 26, is the Cubs' player representative and Hendricks, 
28, is an assistant. 
 
Often, a veteran player is a rep, but Hendricks said he and Bryant want to be involved. Hendricks will be 
a free agent in 2021; Bryant in 2022. 
 
"It's going to affect us more," Hendricks said. "These veteran guys have been around longer and know 
more. I do think it's a good thing [to have younger players as reps]. 
 
"I would say more attention is being paid overall," Hendricks said of the players' involvement. "It's being 
talked about more. At least all the players are aware of things. I would say a few years ago, guys would 
never talk about this kind of stuff." 
 
Injury updates 
 
Second baseman Javier Baez, sidelined since March 8 because of a sore left hamstring, was expected 
back in the Cubs lineup Saturday and Sunday. Baez, who underwent an MRI, blamed the problem on 
dehydration. 
 
Reliever Pedro Strop, who has been slowed because of a tender left calf, threw a bullpen this week and 
needs to have a live batting practice session before he gets into a game. Strop's comeback was slowed 
when he became ill. 
 
Lefty reliever Justin Wilson has been dealing with a blister, but was able to pitch one inning on 
Wednesday against the Royals. 
 
• Cubs third base coach Brian Butterfield had a new jersey on Thursday. On the back, it said, 
"Mantequilla," which is Spanish for butter. 
 
Camp battle 
 
The Cubs are deciding who will back up catcher Willson Contreras, and on Thursday, Victor Caratini was 
behind the plate to catch Hendricks. The decision will come down to whether the Cubs want Caratini to 
play every day at Triple-A Iowa or prefer a veteran in Chris Gimenez. 
 
Up next 
 



 

Yu Darvish will make his third spring start on Friday when the Cubs travel to Glendale, Ariz., to face the 
White Sox. The game can be seen on MLB.TV and MLB Network or heard on an exclusive audio webcast. 
So far, Darvish has given up three earned runs over 5 1/3 innings while striking out nine. 
 
Looking ahead, the Cubs will play split-squad games this weekend. On Saturday, Jose Quintana will start 
in Las Vegas while Eddie Butler starts in Mesa against a split-squad Indians team. On Sunday, Tyler 
Chatwood will start in Mesa against the Royals, and Rob Zastryzny will face the Indians in Las Vegas. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Wrigley renovation to be ready for Opening Day 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Anyone who has walked past Wrigley Field this offseason knows the ballpark has been 
under construction and on Thursday, Cubs president of business operations Crane Kenney said it will be 
ready by Opening Day, April 9. 
 
This phase of the four-year renovation project is the most extensive in terms of structural changes and 
the cost, he said. 
 
"I'm here to remind everybody that we're on track and, in fact, a couple days ahead of schedule for our 
plan for Opening Day," Kenney said. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said he likes all the work being done. 
 
"I prefer updating an old ballpark as opposed to tearing it down and building a new one because you're 
not ever going to replicate the beauty of that place -- it's impossible to recreate that," Maddon said. 
 
The biggest change fans will see on the field is wider dugouts, which will be pushed farther down the 
line about 28 feet. There will be a new camera well on the home-plate side of the dugout. 
 
"A good dugout matters," Maddon said. "I like to stand at the corner, and I think access and egress are 
important. When you're not on top of one another, it helps. I'm curious to see what it looks like." 
 
Next week, the grounds crew will begin installing the field, Kenney said. 
 
On the concourse, Kenney said there will be eight new concession stands and four of them will be ready 
by Opening Day. The new 1914 American Airlines Club, located behind home plate, also will be ready. 
The other concession stands will be ready by mid-May. 
 
New elevators will take fans to the new suite level as well. 
 
Fans also will see new netting in front of the dugouts, and it will taper as it goes toward the foul poles. 
The Cubs will be using a knot-less green screen. 
 
Outside Wrigley Field, the Hotel Zachary, located at Clark and Addison Streets, will be ready by Opening 
Day. There will be new restaurants as well, including the return of a McDonald's. 
 
Do all the changes and upgrades mean the Cubs could soon host an All-Star Game? 
 



 

Kenney said that the club and city have made a joint application, but beyond that it's unclear. The 
Dodgers and Athletics are the only teams that have gone longer than the Cubs since hosting an All-Star 
Game, excluding the Rays, who have never hosted. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs release right-handed reliever Grimm 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- The Cubs released reliever Justin Grimm on Thursday. 
 
Grimm, 29, had appeared in four games this spring and gave up six hits, including two home runs, over 
four innings. He had walked four and struck out two. 
 
The Cubs were expected to carry eight relievers this season, and Grimm had been considered a 
candidate for one of those spots. 
 
Grimm's best season was 2015, when he posted a 1.99 ERA in 62 games in relief. 
 
Grimm was the first Cubs player to go to an arbitration hearing since Theo Epstein took over as 
president of baseball operations. Grimm lost the decision, and was to be paid $2.2 million. The Cubs 
owe him about $530,000 in termination pay. 
 
It was tough for the Cubs players to say goodbye to Grimm, who was part of the World Series 
championship team in 2016. 
 
"We've been close," Kyle Hendricks said. "He's an awesome guy. It's the nature of the business. That's 
how it goes. He shouldn't have a problem finding another job. We obviously wanted him in this group 
and with us and it'll be tough to see, but that's how it goes." 
 
The Cubs have said they want to carry 13 pitchers when the season opens. There are 19 still in camp, 
including three non-roster players, Anthony Bass, Kyle Ryan and Justin Hancock. The five starters are Jon 
Lester, Hendricks, Yu Darvish, Jose Quintana and Tyler Chatwood. Relievers who are set include closer 
Brandon Morrow, Steve Cishek, Brian Duensing, Carl Edwards Jr., Mike Montgomery, Pedro Strop and 
Justin Wilson. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs part ways with Justin Grimm, opening up bullpen competition 
By Tony Andracki 
 
One of the longest tenured member of the Cubs bullpen is no longer a part of the equation.  
 
The Cubs released Justin Grimm Thursday afternoon, parting ways with the 29-year-old right-hander. 
 
Grimm was originally acquired from the Texas Rangers as part of the Matt Garza move back in July 2013. 
Only Pedro Strop has been a part of the Cubs bullpen longer than Grimm. 
 



 

Since then, Grimm has pitched in 263 games in a Cubs uniform, posting a 3.82 ERA, 1.25 WHIP and 10.3 
K/9. 
 
Grimm was stellar in 2015, setting career bests with a 1.99 ERA, 1.15 WHIP and 12.1 K/9. In the last two 
seasons, however, Grimm has pitched to a 4.83 ERA and 1.33 WHIP, including a 5.53 ERA in 2017 while 
spending time shuttling between Triple-A Iowa and the big leagues.  
 
He was not active for either postseason series in 2017 and allowed 6 runs in 4.1 innings during the 2016 
playoff run. 
 
Grimm gave up 6 hits, 4 runs and 2 homers in 4 innings this spring. He was out of minor-league options, 
so he had to be kept on the big-league roster or else passed through waivers. 
 
The Cubs now can incorporate another arm into the bullpen mix, choosing from a group of guys that 
include Eddie Butler, Anthony Bass, Shae Simmons and Dillon Maples. 
 
[8 guys who may provide an unexpected lift in Cubs' 2018 bullpen] 
 
Maples throws 100 mph and has a devastating slider, but still may be best served starting the year in the 
minors to fine-tune his control. 
 
The Cubs could opt to go with Butler — who is also out of minor-league options — in the final bullpen 
spot and give them two relievers (Butler and Mike Montgomery) capable of pitching multiple innings in 
relief. Simmons also has extensive big-league experience. 
 
Randy Rosario, 23, could be an option, as well, but he's a lefty and the Cubs already have three 
southpaws locked into the bullpen (Montgomery, Justin Wilson and Brian Duensing). It would be hard to 
see the Cubs use half of their bullpen spots on lefties, even if Wilson, Montgomery and Duensing are all 
adept at getting right-handed hitters out. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
5 bold predictions for the 2018 Cubs season 
By Tony Andracki 
 
With the 2018 MLB season exactly two weeks away, let's have some fun with bold predictions. 
 
Hopping on Periscope Thursday afternoon, the NBC Sports Chicago team laid out some hot takes for 
each side of the city: 
 
 1. Willson Contreras will finish in the Top 10 in NL MVP voting. 
 
Contreras already may be the most important player on this Cubs team and if he stays healthy, it's very 
possible he takes that next step into stardom. 
 
Joe Maddon often cites the old scouting adage that if a player has shown you something he's capable of 
at one point, he can do it again.  
 



 

Contreras' superhuman stretch of games from July 14 through Aug. 9 last season could well go down as 
the "breakout" for the Cubs catcher. He hit .311/.280/.700 (1.080 OPS) with 10 homers and 29 RBI in 
100 plate appearances in that stretch and was only slowed because he pulled a hamstring. 
 
Last year, Contreras' walk rate increased, his strikeout rate decreased, his hard-hit percentage increased 
and his soft-hit percentage decreased. In other words: All the peripherals point in Contreras' favor.  
 
And if he spends all season hitting behind Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo, he could wind up driving in 100 
runs, a heck of a feat for a catcher. 
 
2. Brandon Morrow will not be the closer at the end of the season...and Justin Wilson will be. 
 
Morrow has struggled to stay healthy in his career, appearing in more than 20 games in a season just 
once since 2012 and he's coming off a postseason in which he was run ragged, pitching in 14 playoff 
games (and all 7 World Series contests). 
 
So even if Morrow is effective, he may still get Wally Pipp'd out of the closer's role. 
 
Wilson was one of the most dominant closers in the game before being traded to the Cubs; his two 
months in Chicago was an aberration compared to the rest of his career. 
 
3. Three Cubs starting pitchers will be on the National League All-Star roster. 
 
This one's pretty nuts, I'll admit. It's very rare for a team to send three different starting pitchers to the 
Midsummer Classic; the 2016 Cubs with a dynamic trio of Jake Arrieta, Jon Lester and Kyle Hendricks 
weren't able to accomplish that. 
 
But this Cubs rotation may be the best in baseball and any of the top four starters could wind up in 
Washington D.C. representing the Cubs. 
 
The most likely would be Hendricks, Jose Quintana and Yu Darvish, but there's no reason to think Lester 
is out of gas in his career and Rizzo is all aboard the Tyler Chatwood train, so... 
 
4. Ian Happ will steal 20 bases. 
 
The Cubs don't run much at all — Rizzo and Javy Baez led the team with 10 swipes each in 2017.  
 
But Happ has good speed, came to camp in fantastic shape and has a track record of stealing bases. In 
college, he swiped 56 bags in 163 games and stole 16 bases in the minors in 2016. 
 
He's also proved it at the big-league level. After getting his feet under him and before running into the 
rookie wall, Happ stole seven bases in a 35-game stretch from mid-June to early-August. 
 
5. Jason Heyward will spend more time in the leadoff spot this year than any other Cubs player. 
 
There's a lot going on here and they're all quite bold. 
 
Right now, Happ appears to be the most likely option atop the Cubs order, but what if he struggles a la 
2017 Kyle Schwarber? This will be only the second big-league season (and first full MLB campaign) for 
Happ. 
 



 

Schwarber may still spend some time leading off and Albert Almora Jr. will be a great option there 
against left-handed pitchers, but Heyward would represent a nice veteran option if he can rediscover his 
swing. 
 
Heyward figures to play more than Zobrist (another solid candidate for the leadoff spot when in the 
lineup) and he had a career .353 OBP before joining the Cubs. Maybe a new voice in hitting coach Chili 
Davis will pay off for Heyward. 
 
Also, surprisingly, he posted the lowest strikeout rate of his career in 2017 and still sees a lot of pitches 
with a patient approach.  
 
It may seem crazy now, but a Heyward performing more in line with his career numbers might be the 
best fit for the leadoff spot on this roster. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs starters set sights on surpassing 'outstanding' 2016 results 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
To top the Cubs starting pitchers of 2016 to become manager Joe Maddon’s best rotation, the current 
crop at least must match that group’s 81 victories while compiling a 2.96 ERA. 
 
“Going into the year, it might be the best we’ve looked on paper, but it’s still about what you do once 
you get on the field,” Kyle Hendricks said. 
 
Those lofty marks represent the bar the Cubs’ 2016 rotation set en route to the club’s first World Series 
championship since 1908. The addition of Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood at the front and back ends of 
the 2018 rotation, however, prompted Maddon to declare five weeks ago that this is his best starting 
five since taking over as in 2015. 
 
“That’s my scouting part of it,” said Maddon, applying the evaluating eye that he started to develop 
nearly 40 years ago while appraising the Four Corners section of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and Nevada 
for the Angels. “(But) it’s hard to beat the results of that (2016) group. They were outstanding. 
 
“I’m just thinking moving forward, (Jon) Lester is going to be stronger. I think Kyle has another year 
under his belt and (Jose) Quintana is with us for a full season, Chatwood is going to be very good on sea 
level (after pitching in altitude for the Rockies), and then you add Yu Darvish. Think about the way they 
throw the baseball. 
 
“I just think (the overall) stuff is better. That’s what it comes down to. From that, when I’m talking about 
the best staff ever, I have my scouting hat on. More than anything, it’s hard to beat the results we’ve 
shown.” 
 
The comparisons between former ace Jake Arrieta and Darvish will persist, and Arrieta posted an 18-8 
record and 3.10 ERA in 197 1/3 innings during the Cubs’ run to the Series title. Those numbers are 
realistic for Darvish to attain, although he gives the Cubs a dominant strikeout dimension they haven’t 
had since Arrieta’s 2015 National League Cy Young Award-winning season. 
 
Darvish, 31, already has shown the Cubs his ability to work out of jams with strikeouts and ground-ball 
double plays, as he did in a spring outing against the Athletics on March 11. 



 

 
Moreover, the Cubs are banking that the resources they can provide will help Darvish maximize his 
talents. Continuing his stint in the National League also should benefit him as Darvish’s ERA dipped from 
4.01 in 22 starts for the Rangers to 3.44 in nine starts after moving to the Dodgers at the trade deadline 
last season. 
 
But Arrieta has developed a big-game reputation, as evidenced by his 2015 NL wild-card victory, two 
triumphs in the 2016 World Series and a 3-2 victory over the Dodgers in the fourth game of the 2017 NL 
Championship Series that helped the Cubs hold off elimination. 
 
Part of Darvish’s motivation is redeeming himself after failing to last two innings in either Game 3 or 
Game 7 of the 2017 for the Dodgers. 
 
Meanwhile, Lester is determined to pitch 200 innings this season after doing so in eight of the last 10. 
He fell short of the mark in 2017 and took responsibility for his inability to preserve the bullpen early in 
they year. That goal will take care of itself if he can improve his sharpness, as his hits and walks average 
per nine innings climbed by 2.8 from 2016. 
 
“Everybody looks good on paper with all these projections and computer programs that people spit out 
now,” Lester said last month. “But it’s about what you’re going to do that season. It looks great. We still 
have to show up and pitch.” 
 
One of the biggest challenges for the current rotation is to match the consistency of 2016. Each of the 
five starters made at least 29 starts that year, and the Cubs didn’t use a sixth starter (Adam Warren) 
until the 84th game. 
 
Hendricks posted the majors’ lowest ERA (2.13), but perhaps his biggest asset was saving the bullpen at 
critical times. 
 
Hendricks threw 117 pitches in 6 2/3 innings less than 24 hours after the bullpen hurled 7 1/3 innings in 
a 15-inning victory over the Reds in Cincinnati. Five weeks later, Hendricks threw a 123-pitch shutout 
one night after the bullpen was needed for nine innings of a 12-inning victory. 
 
Quintana and Hendricks have stressed consistency as their major goals. Quintana’s inability to pitch 
deep into games in August cost him a shot at 200 innings as he failed to hit the mark he had achieved 
the previous four seasons when he threw 188 2/3. Hendricks missed seven weeks with a right middle 
finger injury and that limited him to 139 2/3 innings. 
 
Chatwood’s 96 mph fastball, combined with his 2.57 road ERA over the last two seasons and his knack 
for inducing ground balls, spark optimism that he will experience a breakout year. 
 
But Chatwood, 28, has yet to pitch more than 158 innings in season. That’s 8 2/3 innings fewer than 
Jason Hammel threw for the Cubs in 2016. 
 
“It comes down to in-game stuff,” Hendricks said. “It’s the extra things that some guys don’t have on 
paper. It’s the competitiveness in guys, being able to make that one pitch late in games. 
 
“That’s where we police ourselves, the competiveness and the importance of every pitch. If we can coax 
that out of ourselves, we might get to where we were in 2016. But in ’16, we were so detail-oriented on 
each situation and guys really were excited all year long. That’s tough to do.” 
 



 

-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
If the old Wrigley Field dugout walls could talk, the stories they would tell 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs eased concerns of a repeat of the start of the 2015 season when they announced the latest 
Wrigley Field renovations will be completed in time for the April 9 home opener. 
 
No worries about the bleachers being done, or the bathrooms malfunctioning on opening day. 
 
All systems are go, so to speak. 
 
Cubs business president Crane Kenney on Thursday gave a brief rundown of the latest improvements, 
including more concession stands with grill capability, better cell service (and ultimately faster Wi-Fi), 
two new elevators and a comfy premium hangout for big spenders called the American Airlines 1914 
Club. 
 
But the biggest change at Wrigley will be the new, enlarged dugouts, which will be 28-feet farther away 
from their old spot, Kenney said. 
 
As far as most fans are concerned, renovated dugouts are probably the least controversial change at 
Wrigley, which has added video boards, patio sections and new bullpens underneath the bleachers in 
the early phases of the renovation. 
 
It will take a little getting used to, like the lowering of the brick wall behind home plate years ago, but 
this is one change that seemingly won’t bother even the traditionalists. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon came to the North Side in in 2015 when the new video boards were 
introduced, ending the video-free era Wrigley Field. He recalled how controversial it was with some 
fans, adding: “But now they probably can’t live without them.” 
 
Will the new dugouts make a difference for the people inhabiting it, or are they just another in a series 
of alterations changing the look of Wrigley Field? 
 
“A good dugout matters,” Maddon said. “A comfortable dugout matters. You know I like to stand at the 
corner (closest to the plate) like I do. I think access (and exits are) really important, also. I don’t even 
know what that’s going to look like yet. But guys, when you’re not on top of each other, it just helps the 
moment. I’m curious to see what that looks like. 
 
“It’s very perceptive and forward thinking, because I would prefer updating an old ballpark as opposed 
to tearing it down and building a new one because you’re never going to replicate the beauty of that 
place, the ambience there. It’s impossible to recreate that.” 
 
Cubs Hall of Famer Billy Williams said a newer and expanded dugout is better for the players, and 
pointed out it was considered small even back when he was playing in the 1960s and early 70s. 
 
“You had guys coming up in September and they had to sit on the cement near the bat racks,” he said. 
“It was a small dugout, but of course Wrigley had been there 100 years and it was the same dugout.” 
 



 

Williams said he had a regular spot on the far end of the bench and manager Leo Durocher sat next to 
the water fountain. Everyone knew their spot and protocol dictated no one sat where one of the 
regulars liked to go on a daily basis. 
 
Williams said he had a good reason for sitting where he did. 
 
“We were playing all day games and I could get a little breeze up there,” he said. “Plus the fact I’d get 
me a cigarette and, in those days I was smoking, so I would bend over and hide from the umpires, hide 
from everybody. Leo didn’t mind, but (owner P.K.) Wrigley saw it one day and he called out to the 
ballpark and talked to Leo about it. 
 
“If you’re having good years you want to stay consistent with that,” he said. “Funny story, you know 
how (Ron) Santo was. You would see the vein in his damn neck when he would get mad at anything. One 
day they put in a tube of six (bat rack) and Santo popped up with a runner on or something, came back 
and smashed it and the whole thing shattered. 
 
“They fixed it by making a steel one, painted it red so it looked like wood. We come back off a road trip 
and Santo gets mad at making an out and tries to smash it, and it didn’t break. He got mad at that and 
just threw his bat down.” 
 
Of course Santo wasn’t alone. We also saw Carlos Zambrano smash the water fountain with a bat, along 
with the Gatorade dispenser. And there was also an occasion when he punched Michael Barrett in the 
face, sending his catcher to the hospital. 
 
If only those dugout walls could talk. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kyle Hendricks says Cubs players paying more attention to bargaining issues 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Thursday’s meeting with the Major League Baseball Players Association captured as much attention as a 
Joe Maddon gimmick. 
 
“I would say (players are paying) more attention (to issues) overall,” Kyle Hendricks said after Cubs 
players met with executive director Tony Clark and several MLBPA officials for more than an hour. 
“(Player issues are) being talked about more. At least players are more aware of things now. As of a few 
years ago, players would never talk about this stuff. So these guys are aware; they’re keeping up with 
it.” 
 
Cubs players have taken note of the deliberate pace of negotiations involving free agents such as former 
teammate Jake Arrieta, who didn’t reach an agreement until Sunday with the Phillies despite winning 54 
games his last three seasons with the Cubs. 
 
Clark acknowledged the Cubs are one of a few “marquee” teams with young high-profile players. Those 
players, who include Cubs player rep Kris Bryant, already have been affected by service-time rules. 
Bryant’s free agency was delayed until 2022 — after the current Collective Bargaining Agreement ends. 
 
Hendricks and Clark, without going into details, said several topics were discussed. 
 



 

“We know what we need to do to perform and grow this game,” Hendricks said. “We have to do what’s 
in our control.” 
 
Hendricks likes serving as an assistant player rep to Bryant, whom he said is “super involved” in his new 
role that Arrieta had before. 
 
“Taking care of these guys and the game is under our control as well,” Hendricks said. “It comes on our 
shoulders.” 
 
Bullpen battle: Competition for the last spot in the bullpen increased after veteran Justin Grimm was 
released. Justin Hancock, Anthony Bass and left-hander Randy Rosario have pitched themselves into the 
mix. 
 
Grimm, who had a 5.53 ERA in 50 appearances last season, was tagged for two home runs and allowed 
six hits and four walks in four appearances this spring. He will receive about $541,000 in termination 
pay. 
 
“(Grimm) shouldn’t have a problem finding another job, but we want him with this group and with us,” 
Hendricks said. “That’s tough to see.” 
 
Grimm and Eddie Butler, who will start Saturday in a split-squad game against the Indians in Mesa, are 
out of minor-league options. 
 
Extra innings: Maddon said second baseman Javier Baez (left hamstring cramp) will start Saturday and 
Sunday in the split-squad games in Mesa. … Bryant, Jason Heyward, Anthony Rizzo and Addison Russell 
are scheduled to play this weekend in Las Vegas, with Albert Almora Jr., Willson Contreras, Ian Happ and 
Ben Zobrist staying in Mesa. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Joe Maddon pays respects to college baseball coaching legend Augie Garrido 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Joe Maddon grew up in Hazleton, Pa. and became a two-sport star at Lafayette College. 
 
But when Maddon began his player development and coaching career in the 1980s in the Angels’ 
organization his baseball eyes opened wide. 
 
The always resourceful Maddon learned from people inside and outside the Angels’ organization. 
 
Among those who influenced Maddon’s thinking was Augie Garrido, a legendary baseball coach who 
died Thursday at the age of 79, three days after suffering a stroke. 
 
Garrido won five national titles, including three at Cal State Fullerton, where Maddon first met him. 
Garrido, who won an NCAA-record 1,975 games, went on to win two more titles at Texas over a 47-year 
career that included a 3-year stint at Illinois. 
 
“Southern California baseball high school and junior college and collegiately, to me, taught the game 
right,” Maddon said. “I know, by nature, there’s this liberal take on California or Hollywood. But If you 



 

go to Orange County, it’s a really conservative area. And it was reflected in the game. They played the 
basics. It was pounded into me. So my baseball comes from Southern California coaching primarily.” 
 
“People like him and all those guys I got to meet down there. And the guys who eventually with the 
Angels, a lot of them cut their teeth there like Ben Hines (University of La Verne) and Marcel Lachemann 
(USC).” 
 
Garrido coached the likes of major leaguers Tim Wallach, Phil Nevin and Mark Kotsay at Fullerton. 
 
Garrido even had some influence over Maddon’s choice of vehicles. Maddon’s 1976 van is called “Cal 
State Fullerton.” 
 
Maddon said Garrido connected with Cubs team psychologist Ken Ravizza after Garrido watched Ravizza 
talk to the CSF gymnasts about maintaining concentration and performing fearlessly. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs say Wrigley Field upgrades remain on track for home opener 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Despite the tons of machinery parked on the playing surface and main concourse now, Wrigley Field will 
be ready for the Cubs’ home opener April 9. 
 
But fans hoping for an All-Star Game, perhaps as soon as 2020, might want to temper their optimism 
despite a formal bid the team and the City of Chicago has submitted to Major League Baseball. 
 
“We’ve made a prediction on what the ballpark will look like in 2020,” Cubs business president Crane 
Kenney said to beat writers Thursday in Mesa. “This has become a different equation with 
(Commissioner) Rob Manfred. In the past, Commissioner (Bud) Selig would sort of decide himself who 
deserves it next, or the clock might dictate who gets it next. 
 
“Rob is running this more like a competition, where both the city and the team need to make a 
commitment to attract the game.” 
 
Despite the cooperation Kenney said the Cubs have received from the city and Mayor Rahm Emanuel, 
“we don’t have some of the tools some of the other cities have that they get to use.” 
 
Specifically, Kenney reiterated his disappointment in the lack of cooperation from Ald. Tom Tunney, 
from ballpark improvements to security around the ballpark to Tunney’s opposition to keeping a tent 
over a parking lot reserved for players, coaches and VIP. 
 
“So that’s really what the problem is. It’s pretty well known how little help we’ve gotten from our 
alderman,” said Kenney, adding he still would like to see the streets adjacent to Wrigley Field closed two 
hours before games. 
 
“Vehicles as weapons have become more the thing than really live shooting,” who took note during a 
visit to Boston last April that the streets around Fenway Park were closed hours before gametime. 
 



 

Kenney said he is sympathetic to the concerns of neighbors who have tolerated the noise and 
congestion the construction created in the winter, adding that the Cubs have tried to become a good 
neighbor in providing free events at Wrigley at the Park. 
 
“(But) it’s always something with our alderman,” Kenney said. 
 
Tunney said the Cubs need to submit plans for something more permanent than a tent, such as a 
structure. 
 
“They need to come forward with a plan for the redevelopment of that site for player parking and also 
they’ve got to figure out their garbage. Their stadium garbage is out there,” he said speaking to 
reporters at City Hall. 
 
Tunney denied his opposition to the tent is based on his desire to appease constituents ahead of his 
2019 re-election bid, adding that he has been working constantly with the Cubs and that he represents 
residents and businesses in the area. 
 
Pitcher Kyle Hendricks expressed his concerns about security. 
 
“It’s all about the kids,” Hendricks said. “But when it comes down to your family, there are some crazy 
people out there and you need to be careful.” 
 
The Cubs haven’t been host to an All-Star Game since 1990, but Kenney pointed out that Cobb County 
(Ga.) can state it has put approximately $400 million into the Braves’ stadium that opened in 2017, and 
that the Rangers are scheduled to open a new stadium in 2020 in a private/public funded $1.1 billion 
venture. 
 
In the past, the Cubs push for 2020 as a way to commemorate the 30th anniversary of hosting their last 
All-Star Game. But the Dodgers have waited 10 years longer. 
 
“(But) we’ve done more for our ballpark, in terms of the (Ricketts) family’s investment and commitment 
to baseball,” Kenney said. 
 
As for Wrigley, machinery and boards will be removed this weekend, followed by plumbing checks for 
irrigation issues before the field is installed. 
 
Four of the eight new concession stands, the installation of a new elevator to the suite level and a cell 
phone service upgrade will be ready for the opener, Kenney said. Plus, extended netting will be tapered 
long the first and third base dugouts. 
 
“Folks are nervous about opening day, but I’m here to remind everybody we’re on track,” Kenney said. 
“In fact, a couple of days ahead of schedule.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs release reliever Justin Grimm 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs opened the door for another reliever to make the opening-day roster Thursday by releasing 
Justin Grimm. 



 

 
Grimm, 29, was tagged for two home runs and had a 9.00 ERA with six hits and four walks allowed in 
four appearances this spring. 
 
Grimm had a 5.53 ERA in 50 appearances last season. By releasing Grimm now, the Cubs are obligated to 
pay him only $541,000 in termination pay. 
 
The move seemingly boosts Randy Rosario, Justin Hancock and Anthony Bass’ chances of earning a 
roster spot. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Thursday's recap: Diamondbacks 3, Cubs 2 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Jason Heyward hit his first home run of the spring, a two-run shot off left-hander Robbie Ray in the 
second inning, but the Cubs lost to the Diamondbacks 3-2 before 15,829 fans at Sloan Park — the 
second-largest crowd in Cactus League history. Heyward is batting .172 with three RBIs this spring. 
Stephen Perakslis allowed consecutive home runs to Ramon Flores and Christian Walker in the ninth. 
 
At the plate: With the season opener two weeks away, manager Joe Maddon is taking a longer look at 
lineup combinations. Albert Almora Jr. batted leadoff against the left-handed Ray but was 0-for-3. Kris 
Bryant hit a ground-rule double in the third. 
 
On the mound: Kyle Hendricks is in midseason form, as he didn’t allow a walk while striking out seven 
and limiting the Diamondbacks to three hits in six innings. Hendricks allowed an RBI double to Nick 
Ahmed in the third, but he left Ahmed stranded by retiring the next three batters. 
 
In the field: A foul pop fell between first baseman Anthony Rizzo and right fielder Heyward that allowed 
Christian Walker to extend his at-bat. But Almora fought a bright sun in center field to catch Walker’s fly 
for the second out of the fourth. A relay throw from left fielder Kyle Schwarber scooted past shortstop 
Addison Russell that enabled Daniel Descalso to score the Diamondbacks’ lone run in the third.. Mark 
Zagunis battled the sun and wind to catch a John Ryan Murphy drive near the right-field corner in the 
ninth. 
 
Key number: 5 — Sloan Park crowds that have exceeded 15,000 
 
Up next: Vs. White Sox, 3:05 p.m. Friday at Camelback Ranch. RH Yu Darvish vs. RH Renaldo Lopez. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Kyle Hendricks was in top form Thursday; Kyle Schwarber, maybe not so much 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Notes from the Cubs’ 3-2 loss to the Diamondbacks on Thursday: 
 
Mr. Steady is ready 
 



 

Kyle Hendricks, who cruised through six innings at Sloan Park, said it felt like a regular-season game. 
Could that be because manager Joe Maddon pulled him even though he had a lot left in the tank? 
 
Come on, just a joke. Hendricks was terrific, allowing three hits and a run, striking out seven and walking 
none. And he did it all in 74 pitches. 
 
The Cubs will take that from Hendricks 32 or so times this season, if he doesn’t mind. 
 
Look, nobody’s perfect 
 
The Diamondbacks scored their only run off Hendricks on Nick Ahmed’s line shot that just made it over 
the glove of Kyle Schwarber. Although the svelte left fielder took a tumble on the play, he fielded the 
ball off the wall nicely. Alas, he then missed the cutoff man. 
 
A whole lotta nice 
 
A day after facing Jon Jay and the Royals, the Cubs were able to walk to the plate and say hello to 2017 
teammate Alex Avila, now a D-backs catcher. 
 
The interactions were subtle but sweet. Albert Almora Jr. fist-bumped the top of Avila’s shoulder. Ben 
Zobrist gave him a bright smile. Schwarber gave him a tap on each shin guard with the end of his bat. 
 
Then again, Hendricks did strike Avila out twice. That wasn’t particularly friendly. 
 
On deck 
 
Cubs at White Sox, Glendale, Yu Darvish vs. Reynaldo Lopez, 3:05 p.m. Friday, cubs.com audio. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Justin Grimm released by Cubs; 29-year-old lost grip on final slot in bullpen 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — As it was, Justin Grimm figured to be the eighth man in an eight-man Cubs bullpen. That 
didn’t leave him much — or any — wiggle room in terms of his performance. 
 
The 29-year-old right-hander was released Thursday. His pitching line in four appearances this spring — 
four innings, six hits, four walks, four runs, two homers — surely didn’t help his cause. 
 
Grimm pitched in 263 games with the Cubs, all in relief, with his best season coming in 2015, when he 
posted a sparkling 1.99 ERA in 62 appearances. Although his performance fell off in 2016, he remained a 
key member of the bullpen and pitched in three World Series games. 
 
Last season was a tough one for Grimm, whom the Cubs acquired from the Rangers along with three 
other players — one of them current bullpen standout Carl Edwards Jr. — in the 2013 Matt Garza trade. 
Grimm was not on the 25-man roster during the 2017 postseason. 
 
By cutting Grimm, who was out of player options, during spring training, the Cubs are on the hook for 
approximately 25 percent of the $2.2 million he was due to make this season. 
 



 

Probably not by coincidence, manager Joe Maddon mentioned competition in his bullpen a few minutes 
before the Cubs announced Grimm had been released. 
 
“There still might be a little bit of competition in certain spots, primarily, probably, in the bullpen,” he 
said. 
 
The question now: Who’s doing the real competing? 
 
It could be Dillon Maples, Justin Hancock, Randy Rosario — all three of whom are unproven at the big-
league level — or someone else. Worth mentioning: Free agent Greg Holland is still out there. 
 
No fan of tanking 
 
MLB Players Association executive director Tony Clark, making the Cactus League rounds in this 
offseason of free-agent discontent, met with Cubs players Thursday morning. 
 
In a later sit-down with reporters, Clark didn’t offer much red meat on the topics of collusion, his sagging 
reputation or Jake Arrieta’s long wait to sign a deal. But his voice intensified when he was asked to name 
the point at which he realized it would be a trying time for him and union membership. 
 
“When we started to hear public commentary from clubs suggesting they weren’t as interested in 
competing and/or were focused on a race to the bottom,” he said. “You start to see those types of 
comments, you start to question the integrity of what’s really going on.” 
 
Weekend warrior 
 
Javy Baez, who has missed a week since experiencing pain in his left hamstring, is expected to play 
Saturday and Sunday. The Cubs have split-squad games both days. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs exec Crane Kenney fires back at alderman on ‘tent’ issue, street closures 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — The heavy machinery should be pulled off the dirt at Wrigley Field by the end of this 
week; workers will start laying in a new field in the week to come. There will be eight new concession 
stands — four of them ready for the Cubs’ home opener April 9 — along the main stadium concourse. 
Cell service and Wi-Fi throughout Wrigley will be, the team promises, “vastly improved.” 
 
But enough with all that nice news. 
 
The prevailing themes when Cubs president of business operations Crane Kenney met with reporters 
Thursday were rancor and danger. 
 
Indeed, there’s no letup to the issues between the Cubs and Ald. Tom Tunney (44th). The issues du jour 
include the giant white tent that covers the Blue Lot, which is the parking lot at 1102 W. Waveland, to 
the west of the local firehouse, used by Cubs players, coaches and their families. The last three years, 
Tunney signed off on a permit enabling the Cubs to cover the lot with a tent for security and privacy 
reasons. Now, after receiving complaints from residents, Tunney plans to oppose the permit. 
 



 

“Since October of 2015 and the subsequent two seasons, the erected tent has been the cause of many 
problems,” a group of residents wrote in a letter to Tunney. “Neighbors have been burdened with 
difficulty accessing their garages, dangerous traffic encounters, exorbitant noise created from the tent 
on windy days and the unsightly nature of it.” 
 
But the Cubs counter that the lot, uncovered and visible to the public, could be accessed on foot by 
anyone. Club spokesman Julian Green used manager Joe Maddon’s usual parking spot as an example. 
 
“You can pretty much walk through the bushes and get to him and the car,” Green said. “That’s how the 
Blue Lot is; there’s no barrier around it. Yes, there would be some issues with people walking up — 
especially after night games.” 
 
Or as Kenney put it: “The world hasn’t gotten safer.” 
 
“This, for me, of all the things we’ve had to address, to think that putting up a tent on our own property 
would be something we had to address with our alderman is kind of hard to believe,” he continued. “But 
I guess I shouldn’t be surprised at this stage.” 
 
Kenney also expressed the team’s desire to have Addison and Clark streets closed around the perimeter 
of Wrigley Field, ideally from two hours before game times until one hour afterward. This wish has been 
expressed — and shot down by Tunney’s office — before, the sticking point being the surrounding traffic 
congestion that would occur. 
 
This time, Kenney’s reasoning was dark and ominous. He described the crowds gathered outside the 
park’s main entrance, as well as the entrance at the intersection of Addison and Sheffield, as targets. 
 
“Vehicles as weapons have become the more popular thing than, really, live shooting,” he said. “You 
guys know how far it is from the Addison side of the ballpark to the curb. It’s probably eight feet.” 
 
Kenney pointed to Boston, where the streets surrounding Fenway Park are closed for Red Sox games. 
That was an initiative that emanated from that city’s mayor’s office, according to Kenney. As for 
potential traffic nightmares around Wrigley, Kenney suggested that CTA buses could be rerouted up and 
down Racine Avenue during such times. 
 
“It’s not perfect,” he said. “It’s not simple. But we think if we’re really trying to secure the ballpark, it’s 
something that would be important.” 
 
Also touched on: the Cubs’ desire to host an upcoming All-Star Game. Only the Dodgers have gone 
longer without hosting one. But there might be a few too many outstanding issues to make a winning 
pitch just now. 
 
“The mayor has tried to help as much as he can,” Kenney said. “We obviously have an issue with our 
alderman. The problem is it’s pretty well-known how little help we’ve gotten from our alderman.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Kyle Hendricks takes the mound for Cubs after players meeting with union head 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MESA, Ariz. — It was a busy morning full of serious business at Cubs camp. 



 

 
MLB Players Association executive director Tony Clark had a long meeting with Cubs players in which 
key questions were asked and concerns raised in regard to free agency and other matters. The current 
collective bargaining agreement runs through 2021. 
 
Clark answered questions from media about player anger, teams tanking, possible collusion among 
major league clubs and even the hypothetical walk-out scenario. 
 
Cubs president of baseball operations Crane Kenney also met with reporters to discuss updates to 
Wrigley Field and its environs. The dugouts: 28 feet closer to the foul poles. Concession stands: Four 
new ones will be ready for the April 9 home opener. The 2020 All-Star Game: The Cubs have put in an 
application to host it. 
 
Kyle Hendricks pitches against the Diamondbacks on Thursday. 
 
More on all of the above to come. 
 
-- 
 
 


