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                                                            FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES                                                                   

Angels stave off playoff elimination in 9-3 win over the Chicago White Sox  

By Pedro Moura 

Brandon Phillips sent one out, Luis Valbuena matched him, and, soon, Mike Trout topped them both. By 

launching three homers in a 15-minute span, the Angels ensured their playoff quest could last at least 24 

more hours. They pummeled an inferior team and kept up with Minnesota, which can eliminate them 

with one more win. 

The Angels pummeled the Chicago White Sox 9-3 on Tuesday, another placid but humid night at 

barren Guaranteed Rate Field. 

“We’re in it,” said the Angels’ starter, Parker Bridwell. “We’re not out yet.” 

The White Sox announced a crowd of 13,786 fans in a 40,000-seat stadium that appeared at least three-

quarters empty. Chicago started a 31-year-old right-hander named Chris Volstad, who had not started 

an MLB game since Oct. 2, 2012, only 10 miles north at Wrigley Field. That season, he was similarly 

helping play out the string for the then-lowly Cubs. 

Since then, he has played in Korea and opened a well-regarded microbrewery back home in Jupiter, Fla. 

Three weeks ago, he returned there after the triple-A season. Shut down for the winter, he was packing 

to prepare for Hurricane Irma when the White Sox called him: They needed bullpen help. Soon, they 

required starting-rotation help. 

So he did not present formidable opposition, and the Angels took advantage. The three home runs 

netted six runs, all in the second inning. 

After Volstad’s five-and-dive, the Angels bashed two subsequent relievers in the seventh inning. Two 

walks and a single loaded the bases for Justin Upton, who grounded in one run. Albert Pujols singled in 

two, stretching his RBI total this season to 100. It is the 14th time in his career he has reached that 

number. No one has done it more. 

Jose Abreu provided the game’s first run, a blast to left off of Bridwell with two out in the first. He also 

supplied Chicago’s next, another solo shot off Bridwell with two out in the sixth. 

In his post-start assessment, Bridwell noted that he had to locate more first-pitch fastballs within the 

strike zone. He then reconsidered. 

“Those fastballs that Abreu hit out, they weren’t early in the count,” Bridwell said. “I’ve gotta be better 

at locating fastballs in every count.” 

Still, Bridwell nearly completed seven innings, and he used only 79 pitches to do it, enticing early contact 

even after his first-pitch misses. He struck out only one batter. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/brandon-phillips-PESPT000010334-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-valbuena-PESPT0015595-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-trout-PESPT0015591-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-white-sox-ORSPT000167-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/u.s.-cellular-field-PLTRA0000163-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/parker-bridwell-PESPTF00838-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-volstad-PESPT000010488-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/jose-abreu-PESPT0016955-topic.html
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“What Parker Bridwell did was really important,” Angels manager Mike Scio-scia said. “For the most 

part, he had contact on his terms.” 

The Angels will start Bridwell once more this season, in Sunday’s season finale. He will finish the year 

fourth on the team in innings, a remarkable feat for a 26-year-old who began this season banished to a 

triple-A bullpen in Norfolk, Va. Unearthed, acquired by the Angels, and sent to double A, he worked his 

way up, aided by injuries. 

He has a 3.87 earned-run average, a better-than-average number in this season’s run environment. But 

his surrounding statistics do not support that success, as Bridwell has struck out only 15% of the batters 

he has faced this season. Of the 129 pitchers who have thrown 100 or more innings this season, only 11 

have struck out a lesser rate of hitters, and all but one of them has been bad. 

In arguing that Bridwell can avoid that fate in the future, Scioscia referred to Tuesday’s events as 

evidence. 

“Parker has enough stuff that he’s not a fluke,” the manager said. “He has all the pitches to pitch the 

way he did tonight.” 

As a team, the most the Angels can hope for now is a tiebreaker game Monday in Minneapolis. Even 

that would require all 10 remaining outcomes going their way through this week: five of their own 

victories, and five Twins losses. Any departures, and their dreams are dead. 

“We need help, sure,” Scioscia said. “But we need to win games.” 

Short hops 

Left-hander Andrew Heaney said he felt good after his bullpen session Tuesday. He is expected to start 

in Thursday’s series finale. …The earliest third baseman Yunel Escobar could return to the Angels is 

Friday, after they return home to Anaheim. He has been out because of an oblique strain. Playing 

regularly in his absence, first baseman C.J. Cron snapped an 0-for-20 hitless streak Tuesday. 

 

                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                                                                  

Angels blow out White Sox to remain barely alive in postseason chase 

By Jeff Fletcher   

CHICAGO — It is so late in the season, and the Angels so are desperate, that even on a night they won, 

they lost. 

The Angels slapped a six-run second inning on the Chicago White Sox and cruised to a 9-3 victory on 

Tuesday night, but just before they could finish it off, the out-of-town scoreboard delivered bad news. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/minnesota-twins-ORSPT000017-topic.html
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The Minnesota Twins also won, coming from behind, to push the Angels to the final step before 

elimination from the race for the final American League wild-card spot. 

The Angels are five behind the Twins, with five to play. The Angels need to win them all, while the Twins 

lose them all. Then the Angels would need to beat the Twins in a one-game playoff in Minnesota on 

Monday. 

“We’re in it,” Parker Bridwell said. “We’re not out yet. We’ve still got a chance. We gotta be optimistic. I’m 

excited to see where it goes. Things have to fall in place for us, but you never know.” 

A season’s worth of inconsistency, and a month worth of mediocrity, pushed them to the brink, but they 

displayed none of that in fighting to keep breathing for at least one more night. 

With three homers, including Mike Trout’s three-run shot, and Albert Pujols’ 100th RBI, the Angels busted 

out for their most runs since Sept. 13. 

After Jose Abreu’s first of two homers put the White Sox up 1-0 in the first, it was all Angels. 

In the second, Brandon Phillips, Luis Valbuena and Trout all homered. Trout’s homer was the 199th of his 

career. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

It also came on the first pitch, snapping a string of 28 consecutive first-pitch swings without a hit. His last 

hit on a first pitch was on Aug. 7. 

The Angels padded the lead in the seventh. Two runs came home on a single by Pujols, whose 14th 100-

RBI season tied Alex Rodriguez for the all-time record. 

“That’s a tremendous milestone,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “A lot of times people don’t see how hard 

Albert works to keep himself in the lineup, to keep going. He’s just a professional hitter. Obviously, it’s a 

great milestone for him.” 

That was more than enough support for Bridwell, who gave up three runs in 6⅔ innings. He navigated the 

White Sox lineup with just one strikeout, an oddity in the sport’s current state. By pitching to contact, he 

was able to get those 20 outs with just 79 pitches. 

While some analysts suggest that pitchers who don’t rack up high strikeout numbers will have trouble 

repeating their success, Scioscia said this was another example that Bridwell is the exception. 

“Parker has enough stuff that he’s not a fluke,” Scioscia said. “He’s not one-dimensional. He’s not doing 

(just) one thing and the league hasn’t caught up to him. He’s got a lot of things he does with the baseball. 

When he’s on like tonight, you can see how he can miss bats and get mis-hits. This is when he’s at his best. 

I definitely think it’s repeatable.” 

 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/25/angels-notes-parker-bridwell-defies-the-experts/
http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/25/angels-notes-parker-bridwell-defies-the-experts/
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Angels Notes: Carlos Perez looks to reclaim spot in Majors 

By Jeff Fletcher  

CHICAGO — Remember Carlos Perez? 

In 2015, Perez hit a homer in his big league debut and ended up taking Chris Iannetta’s job as the everyday 

catcher, earning the opening day nod in 2016. 

At the time, he looked like he might be the Angels’ answer behind the plate, at least for a few years. 

But Perez lost much of his playing time to Jett Bandy in 2016, then to Martin Maldonado after the Angels 

acquired him. This season, Perez spent almost the entire year in the minors, with Juan Graterol taking the 

backup spot in the big leagues. Perez is currently in the majors as a September call-up, but he’s batted just 

three times in four games in September. For the season, he has one hit in just 16 at-bats. 

“He did catch well down the stretch in 2015, but he hasn’t taken the next step to do the things you see 

Martin doing and some other catchers,” Manager Mike Scioscia said Tuesday. “He’s growing in that area. 

We still obviously see the potential. Hopefully he’s going to reach that potential.” 

Scioscia said Perez needs to improve his defense, which is obviously critical to the Angels because they 

kept him in the minors despite significant strides offensively this year at Triple-A. 

Perez hit .352 with a .423 on-base percentage and a .925 OPS at Salt Lake City. 

“I just went down there and worked hard and did the best I could to get back,” Perez said. “I tried to use 

the whole field, go the other way a lot.” 

Perez, who was up briefly in April before going down for nearly five months, understands that the defense 

is what needs work. He also said he tried not to get frustrated with the lack of a promotion earlier in the 

year. 

“It’s something I can’t control,” he said. “When the opportunities come, I just have to do my best and 

show the people that I can play.” 

ARMS FOR THE FUTURE 

Relievers Noé Ramirez and Blake Wood, both of whom remain under control to the Angels next season, 

have made a good impression on Scioscia with their September call-ups. 

Ramirez, a 27-year-old product of Alhambra High and Cal State Fullerton, has allowed one run in eight 

innings, with 10 strikeouts. Ramirez has stranded nine of 11 runners. 

“He’s got some real good breaking pitches, a sneaky fastball a lot of deception,” Scioscia said. 

Wood, 32, has allowed eight runs in 14 innings, but seven of those were in two games. He has 19 

strikeouts. Wood is less likely to return to the Angels, though, because he’d be arbitration eligible. 
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HEANEY UPDATE 

Andrew Heaney said his bullpen session went well, but Scioscia said the Angels hadn’t decided if he would 

start on Thursday. Heaney has missed nearly three weeks with shoulder inflammation. 

If the Angels decide not to have Heaney start, they will have another bullpen game, likely with Bud Norris 

taking the ball first. 

ALSO 

C.J. Cron stretched his drought to 0-for-20 before an infield hit in the seventh inning… 

Parker Bridwell has not allowed a stolen base this season. His straight starts without allowing a steal is the 

longest streak to start an Angels career since Tommy John… 

Mike Trout has four hits against the White Sox this season, and all are home runs… 

 

                                                                   FROM ANGELS.COM                      

Halos strike early vs. Sox, stay alive in WC race  

By Maria Guardado and Scott Merkin / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- Brandon Phillips, Luis Valbuena and Mike Trout launched second-inning home runs to back 

rookie Parker Bridwell as the Angels kept their flickering playoff hopes alive with a 9-3 win over the 

White Sox on Tuesday night at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

The Angels remain five games behind the Twins for the second American LeagueWild Card spot, though 

they drifted closer to elimination after Minnesota defeated the Indians, 8-6, to lower its magic number 

to one with five games left to play. 

"We're in it," Bridwell said. "We're not out yet. As long as we've still got a chance, we've got to be 

optimistic. I'm excited to see where it goes. Things kind of have to fall in place for us, but you never 

know." 

Jose Abreu homered in the first to give the White Sox an early 1-0 lead, but the Angels surged ahead 

after battering Chris Volstad for six runs in the second via Phillips' two-run homer, Valbuena's solo shot 

and Trout's three-run blast. Abreu added a solo shot in the sixth for his 33rd overall, 11th career multi-

homer game and fifth this season, as well as putting him in a tie for 15th with Sherm Lollar on the 

franchise's career home run list at 124. 

"He continues to show why he's one of the best in the game right now," said White Sox manager Rick 

Renteria of Abreu. "He's a very good hitter who has power. He continues to go out and give you great at-

bats." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/408252/brandon-phillips
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.angels.mlb.com/news/article/256220514/angels-edge-closer-to-elimination-despite-win/
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/standings/wildcard.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/player/547989/jose-abreu
http://m.mlb.com/player/458690/chris-volstad
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Bridwell gave up three runs on five hits, including Abreu's two solo shots, while walking two and striking 

out one over 6 2/3 innings. The Angels are now 16-3 in games started by the 26-year-old right-hander 

this season. 

"I think what Bridwell did was really important," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "He was pitch-

efficient. He was pitching to contact. There were a couple walks there, but for the most part, he had 

contact on his terms. He got a lot of weak contact, and outside of Abreu, who obviously hit a couple 

balls that might still be going, he pitched a good game." 

Volstad, who pitched in place of Carson Fulmer on Tuesday, yielded six runs on six hits over five innings 

in his first start since Oct. 2, 2012. Volstad allowed six runs in the second but pitched four perfect 

innings around that rally. 

"It's pretty interesting when you look at it like that," Volstad said. "The second inning got away from me, 

a few bad pitches. I was just trying to give the team what I had out there tonight and build off those four 

other innings, working down, getting ground balls. So a lot of positives tonight." 

Yolmer Sanchez departed after three innings with a right knee contusion and was replaced at third base 

by Tyler Saladino. X-rays were negative, and the White Sox deemed Sanchez day to day. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Angels' home run barrage: Entering Tuesday, the Angels had been struggling to generate offense, 

averaging only 2.8 runs per game over their recent 1-7 skid. But their bats came alive in the second, 

when they sent nine batters to the plate and scored six runs to seize a 6-1 lead. Albert Pujols led off the 

big inning with a single and scored after Phillips hammered an 0-1 changeup over the left-field fence. 

After Andrelton Simmons was thrown out at third trying to stretch a double into a triple, Luis Valbuena 

crushed a 3-2 sinker to center field for his 22nd homer of the season. Martin Maldonado then delivered 

a two-out single and Kole Calhoun walked to set up Trout's three-run shot to center, his second homer 

in as many days. 

It marked only the second time the Angels have hit three home runs in an inning this season. They also 

accomplished the feat on Aug. 2 against the Phillies. 

Pujols' milestone RBI: Pujols capped the Angels' big night at the plate with a two-run single in the 

seventh, which extended the Halos' lead to 9-2. The hit gave Pujols 100 RBIs on the season and 1,917 for 

his career, tying him with Eddie Murray for eighth place on the all-time list, per the Elias Sports Bureau. 

"That's a tremendous milestone," Scioscia said. "A lot of times people don't see how hard Albert works 

to keep himself in the lineup, to keep going. He's just a professional hitter, and obviously it's a great 

milestone for him." 

Pujols has now recorded 100 RBIs in 14 seasons over his career, matching Alex Rodriguez for the most 

100-RBI campaigns in Major League history. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608334/carson-fulmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/570560/yolmer-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/573135/tyler-saladino
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
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QUOTABLE 

"I'm just a professional hitter. I like to hit for power, I like to get my base hits. I like to do all a 

professional hitter can do, not just hit for power. That's how I consider myself." -- Abreu, through 

interpreter Billy Russo, on his .307 average with 33 homers, 102 RBIs and 42 doubles 

UPON FURTHER REVIEW 

In the sixth, Avisail Garcia appeared to make a grab on Phillips' fly ball to shallow right field, but the 

Angels challenged the call after replay showed that the ball hit the grass before Garcia could get his 

glove around it. The ruling was overturned, allowing Phillips to come away with a one-out single. 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Angels: Right-hander Garrett Richards (0-2, 1.50 ERA) will make his sixth start of the season on 

Wednesday as the Angels and White Sox meet for the third game of their four-game series at 5:10 p.m. 

PT at Guaranteed Rate Field. In nine career appearances against the White Sox, including three starts, 

Richards is 2-1 with a 3.62 ERA. 

White Sox: Reynaldo Lopez (3-3, 4.54) makes his final start of the 2017 season Wednesday night with a 

7:10 p.m. CT first pitch at home. Lopez has a 3-1 record and 3.55 ERA over his past four starts, but has 

struck out only four in 25 1/3 innings during that time. 

Angels still hopeful about playoffs after win 

Halos impressive vs. White Sox, but might be too little, too late 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- The Angels thrashed the White Sox, 9-3, on Tuesday night, but the decisive victory served as 

a grim reminder that, as well as they might play over the final five games of the regular season, it still 

might not be enough. 

Despite their win, the Angels' playoff dreams continued to fade after the Twins came from behind to 

beat the Indians, 8-6, to trim their magic number to clinch an American League Wild Card berth to one. 

The Angels, who remain five games back of Minnesota, could be mathematically eliminated from 

contention as early as Wednesday with a loss in Chicago or a Twins victory. 

But until that happens, the Angels are refusing to count themselves out. 

"We're in it," said rookie right-hander Parker Bridwell, who earned the win after yielding three runs over 

6 2/3 innings. "We're not out yet. As long as we've still got a chance, we've got to be optimistic. I'm 

excited to see where it goes. Things kind of have to fall in place for us, but you never know." 

Bridwell has been one of the biggest reasons why the Angels have managed to stay in the playoff race 

this long despite the series of injuries that has crippled their starting rotation this season. Acquired from 

the Orioles in exchange for cash considerations in April, Bridwell received a chance to start regularly for 

http://m.mlb.com/player/541645/avisail-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/625643/reynaldo-lopez
http://m.angels.mlb.com/news/article/256219860/angels-beat-white-sox-stay-alive-in-wc-race/
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/standings/wildcard.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
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the Angels following the injuries to Garrett Richards and Tyler Skaggs and improbably became one of the 

club's steadiest pitchers, logging a 3.87 ERA over 114 innings in 20 appearances, including 19 starts. 

Though he struck out only one batter on Tuesday, Bridwell induced early, weak contact from the White 

Sox's lineup and managed to get through 6 2/3 innings on only 79 pitches. Jose Abreu inflicted the bulk 

of the damage against the 26-year-old right-hander with a pair of solo home runs, but Bridwell received 

plenty of backing from the Angels' offense, which scored six runs in the second inning on home runs 

from Brandon Phillips, Luis Valbuena and Mike Trout. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said he believes Bridwell's success is sustainable despite the fact that he's 

averaging only 5.53 strikeouts per nine innings this season, the sixth-lowest rate in the Majors among 

pitchers who have thrown at least 100 innings. 

"I think Parker has enough stuff that it's not a fluke," Scioscia said. "He's not one-dimensional. He's not 

just doing one thing and the league hasn't caught up with it. He's got a lot of things he does with the 

baseball. When he's on like he was tonight, you can see how he can miss bats and get mishits, and I 

think that's when he's at his best. I definitely think it's repeatable." 

Bridwell is lined up to make his final start of the year in Sunday's regular-season finale against the 

Mariners, even though it's unlikely the Angels will still be in playoff contention by then. The Angels 

would have to win their final five games, the Twins would have to lose them all, and even that would 

simply set up Game 163 in Minnesota on Monday. 

"We need help, sure, but we need to win our games," Scioscia said. "That's what our challenge is right 

now."  

Richards, Halos face Sox clinging to WC hopes 

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com  

The last start of the 2017 season for Reynaldo Lopez on Wednesday night at Guaranteed Rate Field also 

could be the end of the line for the Angels' playoff hopes. 

Los Angeles enters the game with an elimination number of 1 for the second Wild Card spot in the 

American League, meaning they'll need both a win in Chicago and a Twins loss in Cleveland to stay alive. 

Lopez, who is 3-1 with a 3.55 ERA over his past four starts, could prove to be a tough matchup for a 

desperate Angels squad. Lopez has only four strikeouts and four walks during his last 25 1/3 innings, 

with opposing hitters attacking him early in the count. 

"I think that's beneficial for me because I don't have to throw too many pitches to get outs," said Lopez, 

through interpreter Billy Russo. "That's allowed me to get further into the games." 

Garrett Richards gets the call for the Angels. Over his past two starts, Richards not only has struck out 13 

batters in 11 innings, but also has posted a swinging-strike rate of 16.4 percent, per Statcast. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/547989/jose-abreu
http://m.mlb.com/player/408252/brandon-phillips
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/standings/wildcard.jsp
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To put that number in context, over a full season that would be the fourth-highest rate in the Majors in 

2017 (minimum 1,500 pitches). He would be behind only Danny Salazar, Max Scherzer and Corey Kluber. 

Things to know about this game 

• Omar Narvaez was not in the lineup Tuesday night with what White Sox manager Rick Renteria 

described as tennis elbow. Renteria hopes to have Narvaez back behind the plate Wednesday. 

• White Sox relievers have recorded 493 strikeouts this season, the most by a bullpen in franchise 

history. 

Escobar (oblique) could return this weekend 

Third baseman has been out since Aug. 8; RPs Ramirez, Wood impressing 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- Angels third baseman Yunel Escobar is scheduled to begin a rehab assignment in the Arizona 

instructional league Wednesday, putting him on track to potentially return to the Majors for the final 

weekend of the regular season. 

Escobar, who has been sidelined since Aug. 8 due to a right oblique strain, is slated to play Wednesday 

and Thursday, according to manager Mike Scioscia. Before his injury, Escobar had been batting .274 with 

a .730 OPS and had primarily served as the club's starting third baseman and leadoff hitter. 

"I think anytime you lose a regular player for as long as we've lost Esky, obviously you miss him," Scioscia 

said. "We've had issues with our club, particularly against left-handed pitching. He had been projected 

as the leadoff hitter. We made all these moves [for Brandon Phillips and Justin Upton], and although our 

lineup is deeper, it could be a lot deeper if we had Escobar on top and had [Kole] Calhoun and Brandon 

in RBI situations." 

New relievers Ramirez, Wood impressing 

Noe Ramirez and Blake Wood were both late-season additions to the Angels' relief corps, but Scioscia 

said he has been pleased with what he has seen from the two right-handers. Ramirez, who was claimed 

off waivers from the Red Sox in August and earned a September callup with the Angels, has logged a 

1.13 ERA with 10 strikeouts and two walks in eight innings this month. Wood, another waiver claim from 

the Reds, has recorded a 5.14 ERA over 14 innings, though he also has averaged 12.2 strikeouts per nine 

innings since joining the Angels. 

With Jesse Chavez, Yusmeiro Petit and Bud Norris set to hit free agency this winter, the Angels will have 

some vacancies in their bullpen next season, which Ramirez and Wood both could help fill. 

"Seeing Noe up close, he's got some real good breaking pitches, sneaky fastball, a lot of deception," 

Scioscia said. "And Wood, I think if he harnesses [his stuff] the way JC Ramirez did, I think a lot of the 

http://m.mlb.com/player/488862/yunel-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/408252/brandon-phillips
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/445926/jesse-chavez
http://m.mlb.com/player/433589/yusmeiro-petit
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
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things he has been absorbing are going to be positive for him. I think he could be a big piece in our 

bullpen." 

Worth noting 

• Left-hander Andrew Heaney threw a bullpen at Guaranteed Rate Field in Chicago on Tuesday. Heaney 

has missed his last two scheduled starts due to a shoulder impingement, but he could slide back into the 

rotation on Thursday against the White Sox if he comes out of the throwing session without issue, 

according to Scioscia. 

 

                                                            FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS                   

Trout homers, Pujols gets 100 RBIs as Angels top White Sox 

Associated Press  

CHICAGO -- As slim as their playoff chances are, the fading Angels weren't ready to concede the race. 

Mike Trout hit his 31st homer, Albert Pujols joined Alex Rodriguez as the only players with 100 RBI in 14 

seasons, and Los Angeles pounded the Chicago White Sox 9-3 on Tuesday night. 

The Angels remained five games behind Minnesota for the final AL wild card with five to play. The Twins 

beat AL Central-leading Cleveland 8-6. 

"We're in it," starter Parker Bridwell said. "We're not out yet. We've still got a chance. We've got to be 

optimistic. I'm excited to see where it goes. Things have to fall in place for us, but you never know." 

Trout, Brandon Phillips and Luis Valbuena homered off Chris Volstad (1-1) during a six-run second inning. 

Pujols hit the 100-RBI mark with his two-run single in the seventh, and the Angels came away with an 

easy win after dropping seven of eight. 

"That's a tremendous milestone," manager Mike Scioscia said. "A lot of times people don't see how hard 

Albert works to keep himself in the lineup, to keep going. He's just a professional hitter, and obviously 

it's a great milestone for him." 

Bridwell (9-3) improved to 5-0 in nine road starts. The 26-year-old right-hander gave up three runs and 

five hits over 6 2/3 innings. 

Chicago's Jose Abreu had three hits -- including his 32nd and 33rd homers -- to give him a career-high 

185. 

"He continues to show why he's one of the best probably in the game right now," manager Rick Renteria 

said. "He continues to just go out there and give you great at-bats. You can see the confidence in him. 

He continues to grow into a tremendous major league baseball player." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chw/chicago-white-sox
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31607/parker-bridwell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5031/brandon-phillips
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29246/luis-valbuena
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28874/chris-volstad
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33095/jose-abreu
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Volstad went five innings in his first start since 2012, allowing six runs and six hits. He retired the side in 

order four times. But the one inning where he didn't was a big one. 

After Abreu gave the White Sox a 1-0 lead in the first with a towering drive down the left-field line, the 

Angels answered in a big way in the second. 

Pujols led off with a single, and Phillips followed with a two-run drive for his second home run since the 

Angels acquired him from Atlanta on Aug. 31. 

Valbuena added a solo shot , and Trout made it 6-1 with a long three-run drive to center with two out. 

The home run was his second in two games. 

ROTATION RUMBLINGS 

White Sox right-handers Lucas Giolito and James Shields have made their final starts of the season. 

Giolito went seven innings in Sunday's win over Kansas City to bring his total to a combined 174 for the 

major league club and Triple-A Charlotte, and the White Sox decided that's enough. The prized rookie 

was 3-3 with a 2.38 ERA in seven starts for them. 

Shields won three of his final four starts to finish 5-7 with a 5.23 ERA in 21 outings. Renteria said he will 

have platelet-rich plasma injections in his knees. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: LHP Andrew Heaney (shoulder soreness) threw a bullpen session prior to the game and said it 

went well. Manager Mike Scioscia said he wants to see how Heaney feels on Wednesday before 

announcing him as the starter for the series finale on Thursday. ... 3B Yunel Escobar (strained right 

oblique) took live batting practice in Arizona on Tuesday and is scheduled to play in games on 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

White Sox: Utility player Leury Garcia (sprained right thumb) probably won't play again this season. He 

has been sidelined since Sept. 1. ... 3B Yolmer Sanchez left the game because of a bruised right knee. He 

fouled a pitch off his leg in the third and was replaced in the field by Tyler Saladino in the fourth. X-rays 

were negative. 

UP NEXT 

The Angels send RHP Garrett Richards (0-2, 1.50 ERA) to the mound while the White Sox go with 

RHP Reynaldo Lopez (3-3, 4.54). Richards threw six scoreless innings at Houston last week, but did not 

figure in the decision in a 3-0 loss to Justin Verlander and the Astros. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32697/lucas-giolito
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28474/james-shields
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32672/andrew-heaney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28662/yunel-escobar
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30664/leury-garcia
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32264/yolmer-sanchez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31190/tyler-saladino
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30892/garrett-richards
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33860/reynaldo-lopez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6341/justin-verlander
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Angels oppose White Sox with playoff hopes all but gone 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — The Los Angeles Angels are clinging to life in the American League wild-card race as they 

face the Chicago White Sox on Wednesday night. 

And with the Minnesota Twins’ game in Cleveland scheduled to start an hour earlier, the Angels’ 

postseason hopes could be dashed before their game is over. 

Minnesota (83-74) leads Los Angeles (78-79) by five games with five to play for the second AL wild card. 

“We’re in it,” said Angels right-hander Parker Bridwell, who earned the victory Tuesday as Los Angeles 

beat Chicago 9-3. “We’re not out yet. We’ve still got a chance. We’ve got to be optimistic. I’m excited to 

see where it goes. Things have to fall in place for us, but you never know.” 

Los Angeles sends right-hander Garrett Richards (0-2, 1.50 ERA) out for his sixth start of the year and 

fourth on the road. Richards, whose season was derailed for five months after sustaining an arm injury 

in his first start, returned Sept. 5. 

Richards did not factor in the decision Friday in Los Angeles’ 3-0 loss at Houston despite throwing six 

scoreless innings and giving up one hit and a walk while striking out six. It was his longest start of the 

season and longest since April 25, 2016, against the Kansas City Royals. 

In three road games this season, Richards has allowed one run in 14 innings. He is 2-1 with a 3.62 ERA in 

nine career games (three starts) against the White Sox. 

While the Angels still aspire to reach the postseason, Chicago (64-93) continues to look toward next 

season. 

At the top of the White Sox’s list of prospects is Yoan Moncada, who returned to the lineup Tuesday 

after a nagging shin injury flared up Monday. He went 0-for-3 with a walk. 

The second baseman, the consensus No. 1 minor league prospect entering the year, has five home runs, 

11 RBIs and five multi-hit efforts in his past 16 games. He has raised his average from .179 to .233 in that 

span. 

“His at-bats are really good, he’s obviously got a good eye,” White Sox manager Rick Renteria said this 

week. “One of the things he’s been focusing on is trying to see and learn how pitchers are attacking him, 

how they’re trying to get him out. I think he’s staying on more pitches now.” 

Moncada was called up from Triple-A Charlotte on July 19, went on the disabled list in late August with 

shin splints and returned to the White Sox on Sept. 5 vowing a full-tilt effort. 

“I am going to do all that I know, to perform at the best level I can,” he said through an interpreter upon 

his return. “I have to do my best to get results. That’s the only way I know how to play baseball.” 
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A recent surge — four wins in their past six games and 10 of their past 17 — has helped the White Sox 

avoid 100 losses for the season in what seemed to be an inevitable last-place finish. 

Now they will try to protect their two-game lead on the Detroit Tigers and maintain their hold on fourth 

place in the AL Central. 

Chicago right-hander Reynaldo Lopez (3-3, 4.54 ERA) will make his eighth start of the season 

Wednesday, the first of his career against the Angels. 

Lopez is 3-1 with a 3.55 ERA over his past four outings, including three quality starts. He won his third 

consecutive game Friday against Kansas City, working 6 1/3 innings and allowing six runs (two earned) 

on 10 hits. He had no walks and no strikeouts. 

The White Sox conclude the season with three games at the AL Central champion Cleveland Indians. The 

Angels return home for three weekend games against the Seattle Mariners. 

 

                                                                       FROM NBC SPORTS                    

Albert Pujols collects his 100th RBI of the season  

By Bill Baer 

With a two-run single in the top of the seventh inning of the Angels’ 9-3 victory over the White Sox on 

Tuesday, DH Albert Pujolscollected his 99th and 100th RBI of the season. It’s the future Hall of Famer’s 

14th 100-RBI season. Alex Rodriguez is the only other player in major league history with 14 100-RBI 

seasons. 

Pujols, though, is a great example of why the RBI as a statistic has become so outmoded. He’s hitting just 

.242/.288/.389 on the season. His .677 OPS is the ninth-worst mark in baseball and it’s easily the worst 

mark of his career. Pujols, Joe Carter (1990), and Ruben Sierra (1993) are the only players since 1901 to 

drive in at least 100 runs while posting an OPS below .690, per Baseball Reference. 

According to FanGraphs, Pujols has been worth 1.7 wins below replacement level this season. That’s a 

full half-win worse than the next-worst player, the Phillies’ Tommy Joseph. Mark Trumbo and Carlos 

Beltran are the only other players in the full-win below replacement category. 

Carter, by the way, finished 17th in NL MVP Award balloting in 1990. He hit .232/.290/.391 with 24 

homers, 115 RBI, and 22 stolen bases. It will be interesting to see if any voters unironically toss a down-

ballot vote to Pujols for decent-looking traditional stats. I feel like we’ve come a long way in 27 years, 

though. 

http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/3165/albert-pujols
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/6189/tommy-joseph
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/4116/mark-trumbo
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/2706/carlos-beltran
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/2706/carlos-beltran
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Angels have been “coincidentally” making personnel choices around players’ 

incentive bonuses 

By Bill Baer 

An interesting news item slipped through our fingers last week, as Pedro Moura of the Los Angeles 

Times wrote about the curious way in which the Angels have handled pitchers Bud Norris and Jesse 

Chavez recently. 

Norris gets a $500,000 bonus if he reaches 60 relief appearances. Norris was at 56 relief appearances. 

The Angels needed a spot starter on September 15, so they chose Norris rather than Chavez or Yusmeiro 

Petit, who had both started for the team previously. Norris pitched in relief four days later, then made 

another spot start this past Saturday. With six games left, Norris is three relief appearances shy of 

reaching his bonus. Given the rate at which he’s been used in September — only five times, twice as a 

starter — that seems pretty unlikely. 

Chavez would earn a $250,000 bonus if he reaches 22 starts and another $250,000 at 24 starts. To date, 

the right-hander has made 21 starts, all coming prior to the month of August. As mentioned, the Angels 

chose Norris over him to start on both September 15 and 23. 

Manager Mike Scioscia denied having any idea about Norris and Chavez’s contract incentives. “In my 

position as manager, I’m not privy to those contract things, and for good reason,” he said. 

GM Billy Eppler said, “It’s just a coincidence,” and added that the decisions were made because Scioscia 

likes to have “maneuverable pieces” in the bullpen. 

Norris declined to comment on the situation. Chavez said he wasn’t bothered by the choices the team 

made. I, however, am bothered by it on their behalf and think it’s a bit more than a “coincidence” that 

Eppler and Scioscia made personnel decisions that just so happened to benefit the team financially. 

Hopefully, the players’ union is also bothered by it and can get the ball rolling on ending contract 

incentives that teams can simply manage around. 

http://www.latimes.com/sports/angels/la-sp-angels-chavez-norris-20170919-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/sports/angels/la-sp-angels-chavez-norris-20170919-story.html
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/5296/bud-norris
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/4725/jesse-chavez
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/4725/jesse-chavez
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/362/yusmeiro-petit
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/362/yusmeiro-petit

