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White Sox trade for hard-throwing Vieira 
Chicago sends $500K in international slot money to Seattle 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- The White Sox bullpen rates as a work in progress during the organization's ongoing overall rebuild. 
 
But the acquisition of Minor League hurler Thyago Vieira from Seattle on Thursday, in exchange for $500,000 in 
international signing bonus pool money, could serve as one of the White Sox relief solutions in the short term and long 
term. 
 
"We're excited to have been able to acquire Vieira as a potential piece to our bullpen moving forward," said White Sox 
director of player development Chris Getz. "He possesses elite arm strength, and we believe he has a chance to shorten 
ballgames for us in the future. The makeup is excellent, and we feel he is a great addition to our organization." 
 
Vieira, 24, went 2-4 with a 4.00 ERA, four saves and 46 strikeouts in 41 appearances and 54 innings between Double-A 
Arkansas and Triple-A Tacoma in 2017, limiting right-handers to a .194 average. He was selected to compete for the 
World Team at the All-Star Futures Game in Miami, where he threw scoreless baseball over two-thirds of an inning. 
 
The 6-foot-2, 210-pound Vieira also made an appearance with the Mariners last season, retiring all three batters faced in 
his Major League debut on Aug. 14 vs. Baltimore. He became the fifth native of Brazil (Sao Paulo) to play in the Majors, 
joining Yan Gomes, Andre Rienzo, Paulo Orlando and Luiz Gohara. Orlando and Rienzo were once part of the White Sox 
organization. 
 
Vieira enters the White Sox prospect rankings at No. 20, per MLBPipeline.com. He had been rated the Mariners' No. 8 
prospect. 
 
Per the MLBPipeline.com scouting report, Vieira has an 80-grade fastball and a 55 grade on the curve. His fastball sits 
97-100 mph and has topped out at 102 mph, with a power curve coming on strong in the last season. 
 
"Anybody that throws 100, if he throws it over, that will have a chance to play," White Sox pitching coach Don Cooper 
said. 
 
This sort of raw talent has Vieira as a potential closer of the future. He mixes in with Zack Burdi (No. 12 prospect) as a 
down-the-line late-innings possibility, and adds another possibility to a group that lost David Robertson, Tommy Kahnle, 
Anthony Swarzak, Dan Jennings and Tyler Clippard last season via trade but still has Juan Minaya, Gregory Infante, 
Aaron Bummer and a recovering Nate Jones, Jake Petricka and Zach Putnam in the mix for 2018. 
 



"We were able to give many, many opportunities to people because of the circumstances we were under, which we traded 
everybody and their brother and certainly everybody in the bullpen," Cooper said. "When they left, many new guys got 
that opportunity. 
 
"I don't look at it as we need this, that or the other thing. That's not my job. My job is to keep my finger on the pulse of the 
guys that we do have. But this is just [general manager Rick Hahn] making another acquisition of, it seems like, another 
talented kid, as far as the stuff. So that's exciting." 
 
With the move, the White Sox 40-man roster sits at 36.

 
Get to know new White Sox pitcher Thyago Vieira who throws 100 MPH 
Outfielder had impressive season for South Siders, hitting .330 with 80 RBIs 
By Jake Mintz and Jordan Shusterman / Cut4 | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
The Mariners kept on wheelin' and dealin' Thursday morning, shipping away flamethrowing reliever Thyago Vieira to the 
White Sox for international bonus money. 
 
Vieira instantly becomes one of the most exciting relief options for a Chicago team who traded away what seemed like 
their entire bullpen at the trade deadline. Still only 24, Vieira reached the bigs with the M's in 2017, but only threw one 
eventful, though scoreless, frame for the Seattle ballclub. 
 
We sat down with the Brazilian pitcher earlier this year at the Futures Game to talk about what it was like growing up 
playing baseball in Brazil, his love for Neymar, and how he loves pitching with emotion (watch that video at the top of the 
post). He was also kind enough to participate in our super dopey and goofy Futures Game: Miami video.  
 
So get psyched Sox fans: you get to watch an enormous, smiling Brazilian dude throw over 100 MPH a whole lot next 
year.

 
The White Sox just traded for a really intriguing arm 
By Tony Andracki / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
The White Sox continued their rebuild Thursday by trading for an intriguing young right-handed pitcher. 
 
The South Siders acquired Thyago Vieira from the Seattle Mariners in exchange for international signing bonus pool 
money. 
 
The 24-year-old Vieira is a Brazilian native and has only made one appearance in the big leagues, striking out a batter in 
one perfect inning of work in 2017. 
 
While his career minor-league numbers don't jump off the page — 14-19 with a 4.58 ERA, 1.48 WHIP, 13 saves and 7.4 
K/9 in 290.2 innings \— Vieira has been reportedly clocked at 104 mph with his fastball and was ranked as the Mariners' 
No. 8 prospect at the time of the deal. He also held righties to .194 batting average in 2017. 
  
Control has been an issue throughout his career, as he's walked 4.6 batters per nine innings in the minors. He has 
improved in that regard over the last few seasons, however, walking only 22 batters in 54 innings across three levels in 
2017 and he doled out only one free pass in 5.1 innings in the Arizona Fall League in 2016. 
 
What does this deal mean in the big picture for baseball? How did the Sox pull off a move like this while not having to give 
up a player in return?  
 
Either way, the White Sox may have just acquired a guy who could potentially throw his name in the hat for "future closer." 
Or at the very least, throw his name in the hat for "best name."

 
White Sox acquire hard-throwing reliever Thyago Vieira from Mariners 
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
The White Sox added to their stable of minor-league pitchers when they acquired hard-throwing right-hander Thyago 
Vieira from the Mariners on Thursday in exchange for international signing bonus pool money. 
 
Vieira, 24, was a combined 2-4 with a 4.00 ERA, four saves and 46 strikeouts in 41 appearances between Double-A 
Arkansas and Triple-A Tacoma in 2017. 
 



The Brazilian native was selected to compete for the World Team at the All-Star Futures Game in Miami, where he threw 
a scoreless two-thirds of an inning. 
 
The 6-foot-2, 210-pound Vieira, who regularly hit triple digits with his fastball in the Mariners system, made one major-
league appearance last season, retiring all three batters he faced Aug. 14 against the Orioles. 
 
Vieira, whom MLB.com ranked as the No. 8 prospect in the Mariners organization, was signed as a non-drafted free agent 
Sept. 21, 2010. 
 
The Sox’s 40-man roster now stands at 36. 

 
White Sox acquire minor-league pitcher Thyago Vieira 
The White Sox are adding to their farm system this offseason. 
By Madeline Kenney / Chicago Sun-Times | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
The White Sox added a stable arm to their prospect pool. 
 
The Sox announced Thursday they acquired minor-league pitcher Thyago Vieira from the Mariners for $500,000 in 
international signing-bonus pool money. 
 
Vieira, whom MLB.com rated as the No. 8 prospect in the Mariners’ organization, spent the majority of his time in the 
minor leagues last season, playing for Class AA Arkansas and Class AAA Tacoma. He combined to go 2-4 with a 4.00 
ERA (24 ER/54 innings), four saves and 46 strikeouts in 41 appearances. The 24-year-old right-hander limited right-
handers to a .194 (25-for-129) average. 
 
Vieira also made one appearance with the Mariners last season. He retired all three batters he faced in his major-league 
debut against the Orioles on Aug. 14. He became the fifth Brazilian to play in the major leagues, joining Yan Gomes, 
André Rienzo, Paulo Orlando and Luiz Gohara. 
 
Vieira was selected to compete for the World Team in the All-Star Futures Game in Miami, where he threw two-thirds of 
an inning without allowing a run. 
 
The Sox claimed corner outfielder Daniel Palka from the Twins earlier this month. 
 
Palka, who has no major-league experience, connected for 11 homers at Class AAA Rochester in 2017 while hitting to a 
.274/.329/.431 slash line in 362 plate appearances. He missed almost two months with a fractured left index finger. 
 
The Sox’ 40-man roster is at 36.

 
Chicago White Sox acquire Vieira from Mariners to bolster bullpen 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
When the Chicago White Sox acquired Cuban outfielder Luis Robert in May, the $26 million signing bonus left them with 
little money to add more international players in the next two periods. 
 
With that in mind, the Sox on Thursday acquired minor-league pitcher Thyago Vieira from the Seattle Mariners in 
exchange for international signing bonus pool money. 
  
A hard-throwing reliever, Vieira appeared in 1 game for the Mariners last season, pitching a perfect inning of relief in his 
major-league debut. 
 
The 24-year-old Brazil native combined to go 2-4 with a 4.00 ERA and 4 saves in 41 minor-league appearances with 
Class AA Arkansas and AAA Tacoma. The right-hander had 46 strikeouts in 54 innings. 
 
Seattle's No. 8 prospect according to MLB.com, Vieira pitched for the World Team at the All-Star Futures Game in Miami 
and didn't allow a run in two-thirds of an inning. He also pitched for Team Brazil in the 2013 World Baseball Classic. 
 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn traded relief pitchers David Robertson, Tommy Kahnle, Anthony Swarzak, Dan 
Jennings and Tyler Clippard last season, and Zach Putnam, Nate Jones and Jake Petricka went down with injuries. 
 
Vieira was added to the Sox's 25-man roster and should compete for a bullpen spot in spring training.

 



While starter innings are down across baseball, White Sox plan on keeping it 200 (eventually) for their young 
pitchers 
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — Throughout their multi-decade run of success in keeping their pitchers healthy, the White Sox have 
never been known to hang hard inning limits over their young arms. But Lucas Giolito wound up hitting one anyway. 
 
Despite his early-season struggles, good health throughout the season and his earning an extra month on his season by 
way of his major league promotion, Giolito was in line to break the 175-inning barrier in his final start, so the White Sox 
benched him. 
 
He was removed from the rotation for the final week and ended the year with 174 innings. If a sore back hadn't crept up in 
August and held Reynaldo Lopez down to 168 2/3 for the season, the Sox probably would have benched him as well. 
 
“Traditionally we’ve responded to the individual, what workload he seems to be able to carry,” White Sox general manager 
Rick Hahn said at this week's GM meetings. “But at the same time, looking at the year-to-year increase is something we 
need to be aware of and not putting too much of a burden on a guy. 
 
“You’ve seen sort of the very generic rule of thumb of about a 30- or 40-inning increase between each year for a guy. 
That’s something we’re aware of, but in Lucas’ case, it was more of a matter of he had accomplished everything we 
wanted him to accomplish at the big league level, had had that 40-inning increase and was able to finish him off on a high 
note and a good springboard for next year. Same with Lopez finishing in that area.” 
 
Giolito threw 137 innings in 2016, while Lopez threw 153 1/3 and might have eclipsed 180 in 2017 without injury. Even 
Carson Fulmer saw his innings creep up from 114 2/3 to 149 1/3 in 2017. There's been a level of consistency to the 
practice, and it's expected to continue with Michael Kopech looking like a lock to make his major league debut in 2018. 
 
“I suspect looking at Kopech coming off 135 [innings], for example this year, ” Hahn said. “That range would be a realistic 
target for him next year as well.” 
 
Kopech threw 134 1/3 innings in 2017, with all but 15 coming at Double-A Birmingham. In 2016, thanks to a right hand 
injury from a fight with a teammate, he threw only 56 1/3 innings, with the majority coming in the High-A Carolina League. 
It will probably be challenging for prospects Alec Hansen and Dane Dunning to increase significantly their roughly 140-
inning campaigns in 2017 without a promotion to the majors, but Dylan Cease, who threw a career-high 93 1/3 innings as 
a 21-year-old in Low-A this past season, will be one to watch as the Sox inherit the Cubs' cautious plan for him. The 
ascent may be gradual, but the goal the Sox are outlining for their starters' workload is still ambitious. 
 
Hahn identified the next step for Giolito and Lopez would be a 200-inning workload in 2018, and while he was setting a 
target rather than a making a prediction, this would be no minor accomplishment. 
 
Only 15 pitchers logged 200 innings in each of the past two years. In 2014, there were more than twice as many (34) 200-
inning pitchers than there have been in the last two years combined. Chris Sale's league-leading 214 1/3 innings in 2017 
would have left him outside the top-10 in baseball just two years ago. Starters are throwing fewer innings, if you didn't get 
the gist. 
 
Even though the World Series showed the diminishing returns of “bullpenning” come quickly over a prolonged stretch, the 
White Sox would be bucking league trends to have 200-inning horses be a common feature on their roster. Yet they view 
it as a plan that has yielded some of their most reliable historical success and is worth continuing. 
 
“During the regular season we have roughly 1,400-1,500 innings that we need to fill one way or another, and we’ve had a 
great deal of success over the years filling that with quality starters going deep in games which will certainly always be the 
preference,” Hahn said. “If we get to the point for whatever reason, guys aren’t handling that workload as effectively, then 
we’ll certainly try to provide Ricky [Renteria] and Coop [pitching coach Don Cooper] and the guys with a deep enough 
bullpen where they have options to switch gears midstream.” 
 
As has been said several times, the next team that develops too much starting pitching will be the absolute first, and even 
with Carlos Rodon, Lopez, Giolito and Fulmer in the majors, with Kopech looming, the Sox will still be looking for innings 
on the market this winter. So it's too early to worry about whether there will be room in the rotation for Cease, Hansen or 
Dunning, let alone Spencer Adams, Jordan Stephens or Ian Clarkin, but the idea of having a surplus is compelling. 
 
“Ideally we have a lot of guys we project to be part of a future, very good, championship-caliber rotation,” Hahn said. “In 
an ideal world there’s not going to be room at the end for all of them, we only have five in that rotation. Some of these 



guys will wind up in the bullpen. In reality, as players develop, you’re going to see some attrition from some of these 
starter paths with some of the guys starting to pivot to the bullpen path in the future.” 
 
While the Sox have had burly rotations before, this sort of groundswell of pitching talent is fairly unfamiliar. Riding 200-
inning horses is still the platonic idea, and what the White Sox are still preparing for, but it remains to be seen what a deep 
pool of starter-quality arms might one day allow them to do.

 
White Sox swap more bonus pool money for a potential bullpen wild card 
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
Chances are White Sox catching prospect Zack Collins has heard of right-handed fireballer Thyago Vieira. He could 
probably recognize him by the whistle of the 101 mph fastball Vieira breezed past him at the 2017 Futures Game. Now 
he'll probably be in a more enviable position the next time he sees, or hears it. 
 
The White Sox announced Thursday that they acquired Vieira, a 24-year-old who made a single-inning major league 
debut last season, from the Mariners in exchange for international bonus pool money — roughly $500,000 per MLB.com's 
Jonathan Mayo. Vieira joins Yeyson Yrizarri and Ryan Dunn as prospects the Sox have acquired in exchange for pool 
money over the past few months since landing Luis Robert in May. 
 
The Robert signing placed a hard restriction on the White Sox's international spending, keeping them from offering 
anything beyond $300,000 to any single prospect, even while retaining their entire $4.75 million pool. While Japanese star 
Shohei Otani definitely seems to be influenced less by money than others, and the possible forced release of Braves 
prospect Kevin Maitan is a surprise, the Sox still figure to be on the sidelines in regards to international signings. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn confirmed back in September that the Sox viewed swapping pool money for mid-level 
prospects a fruitful route for acquiring players who could be a part of their window, and their haul now includes a potential 
utility man and a pair of guys who could contribute to their bullpen for years to come. 
 
Vieira will be 25 by the time spring camp opens, and the big fastball — which averages well over 98 mph, regularly sits at 
100 mph or above and has hit 104 mph — is far and away the biggest selling point. Despite the tremendous velocity, he 
posted a fairly pedestrian 20 percent strikeout rate and a 4.00 ERA across Double-A and Triple-A this season, and his 
walk rate has hovered just under 10 percent over the past two years. Those control numbers are passable considering his 
velocity, but he needs more average skills to match with his elite heater. 
 
During his major league debut, Vieira was exclusively fastball-slider, but has toyed around with a changeup and a splitter 
too, per Baseball America. Any real plan for him to become a significant contributor involves developing a feel for and 
getting him in a comfort zone with a second pitch. If Vieira breaks out as an effective late-inning arm because he's 
pumping a cutter or a slider or anything off-speed, Sox pitching coach Don Cooper will have earned another feather in his 
already heavily adorned cap. 
 
The shuffle of secondaries Vieira has been through, his relatively methodical ascent through the minors despite being on 
the shortlist for hardest throwers in the sport, and the Mariners' willingness to hand over a major league ready reliever 
from their far-from-perfect bullpen for a puncher's chance at Otani, indicates this is far from a slam-dunk project. But the 
White Sox have, as Hahn put it, a hole they blew in their bullpen with trades last year. If anyone is in the position to try to 
fix the guy who throws 100 mph, it's the 2018 White Sox. 
 
The move does increase the White Sox's 40-man roster to 36. They still need to protect Eloy Jimenez, Casey Gillaspie 
and Jake Peter from the Rule 5 Draft, and possibly Jordan Guerrero and Brian Clark too, on top of any free agent adds or 
trade returns, so making room for a project like Vieira will likely necessitate purging some of last year's less successful 
bullpen projects. The deadline to make prospect additions to the 40-man roster is Monday, Nov. 20 and there will likely be 
removals in kind.

 
Levine: Rick Hahn Believes White Sox Fans Are Buying Into Rebuild 
By Bruce Levine / CBS Chicago | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. (CBS) — Despite coming off a season that featured their lowest attendance total since 1999, the White 
Sox believe their fans are whole-heartedly invested in the team’s rebuilding process. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn and other team officials time and again have heard encouraging feedback from most of the 
fan base in the past year since they embarked on a rebuilding process with the trade of left-hander Chris Sale to the Red 
Sox last December. Losing seasons from 2013 to 2016 elicited an exasperated response from fans, but that wasn’t the 
case as Chicago went 67-95 in 2017. 



 
The losing was expected. With that understanding, attention was often diverted to the up-and-coming talent in the minor 
leagues, even if that didn’t translate with ballpark attendance. The White Sox drew just shy of 1.63 million fans in 2017, 
their lowest total since they had an attendance of about 1.34 million in 1999. 
 
“You saw a lot of in-game updates about our affiliates and what the minor league players were doing this past season,” 
Hahn said. “The technology and video content out there probably makes it easier to embrace and get more excited about 
what is coming. They can see it with their own eyes. That is different than in the past, when you might get an update on 
the paper once a week what minor leaguers were doing. We make a trade for a guy in A-ball and you (media) and the 
fans can read a scouting report online right away. The fans can see it with their own eyes and embrace it more easily.” 
 
An announcement by Hahn on Wednesday figures to give the fan base another rush come February. Young outfielders 
Eloy Jimenez and Luis Robert will both receive invited to big league camp in spring training, Hahn confirmed. Third 
baseman Jake Berger may join too. 
 
“It is a good thing for them to see what it is like from top to bottom and hearing from (manager Rick Renteria) and the staff 
before they head back to the minors,” Hahn said. “I think it will be a fairly exciting camp as we give these young guys an 
opportunity to be in a big league environment.” 
 
Biggest revelation about Eloy Jimenez? ‘Magnetic personality’ 
 
The White Sox’s PR and communications team has done a masterful job of selling their young prospects, providing 
regular updates and making them available to speak to the media. Eight games of the Triple-A Charlotte Knights were 
also broadcast on NBC Sports Chicago, giving fans a chance to become better acquainted with players they’ll see soon 
enough in Chicago. 
 
“From what I saw and underestimated the most, the number of fan support we have been getting in the early stages of 
this,” Hahn said. “That was certainly a concern as we charted out this course. We worried the impact it would have on 
attendance and more broadly revenue. Despite those concerns, we were committed to doing what we felt was right for the 
long-term health of the organization. We knew there were some risks. In reality, the support has been fantastic. There 
seems to be a lot of optimism about were this thing is headed.” 
 
Second baseman Yoan Moncada, right-hander Reynaldo Lopez and right-hander Lucas Giolito were the high-profile 
players to make their White Sox debuts in 2017. And even late bloomer Nicky Delmonico was a known commodity to fans 
by the time be was promoted to the big league club. 
 
The engaging personalities of Jimenez and 21-year-old right-hander Michael Kopech, who finished last season at Triple-
A, will be a storyline to follow as well. Hahn fielded a question comparing Jimenez to fellow Dominican Republic native 
and former Red Sox star David Ortiz from a personable and talent standpoint. Hahn pointed out he’d like to see Jimenez 
win as many championship rings as Ortiz. 
 
Hahn’s mind also wandered back to last July, when Moncada received a raucous welcome from White Sox fans in his 
debut. It was encouraging for Hahn and team officials to see. 
 
“He got a standing ovation on his first walk,” Hahn said. “That is great. Hopefully, it is a little taste of other things to come. 
We view this as having several other waves of similar talent coming through Chicago. That would mean there are some 
exciting times ahead.”

 
Mariners make trade to increase funds in international signing bonus pool 
By Associated Press | Nov. 16, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. -- The Seattle Mariners have gained more flexibility if they want to try to sign star Japanese 
pitcher/outfielder Shohei Ohtani. 
 
They acquired an additional $500,000 for their international signing bonus pool from the Chicago White Sox in a trade for 
Brazilian right-hander Thyago Vieira. 
 
Ohtani, a 23-year-old right-hander, would be limited to a minor-league contract with a signing bonus under Major League 
Baseball's new collective bargaining agreement. The trade announced Thursday increases the Mariners' available money 
for a signing bonus to $1,557,500. Seattle has spent $3,942,500 on bonuses in the signing year that started July 2 from a 
pool that rose to $5.5 million with the trade. 
 



The 24-year-old Vieira made his major league debut with a scoreless inning against Baltimore on Aug. 14, his only big 
league appearance. He was 2-3 with two saves and a 3.72 ERA in 29 games this year for Double-A Arkansas and 0-1 
with two saves and a 4.58 ERA in 12 games for Triple-A Tacoma. 
 
Chicago is restricted to a maximum $300,000 signing bonus because it exceeded its pool in a previous year under the old 
labor contract.

 
 
 
 


