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Trevor Story Took One Opportunity, and Has Led the Rockies to Another 
Trevor Story has established himself as a cornerstone for the Rockies, hitting .291 with 37 home runs this  
Tyler Kepner | NewYorkTimes.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 
 

The Colorado Rockies will squeeze into the cramped and creaky clubhouse at Wrigley Field on Tuesday, the third leg of a 

trip they hope is just beginning. They won on Sunday in Denver to force a tiebreaker for the National League West title on 

Monday in Los Angeles. They lost there against the Dodgers, setting up an elimination game with the other wild-card 

team, the Chicago Cubs, on Tuesday. 

 

If they win, they can exhale, then wind their way to Milwaukee for a division-series opener on Thursday. 

 

With all of that travel, and so much at stake, the Rockies will probably not reflect on the significance of Tuesday’s setting. 

But it was to that Wrigley clubhouse that their franchise player retreated on July 27, 2015, in a cloud of confusion and 

dismay, pulled in the ninth inning of a tight game against the Cubs — creating an opening for Trevor Story. 

 

Story would soon replace Troy Tulowitzki as the cornerstone shortstop for the Rockies. He homered in the ninth inning on 

Monday at Dodger Stadium, drilling Kenley Jansen’s ninth pitch to him into the right field seats. It was the Rockies’ final 

run of a 5-2 loss, forcing them into a wild-card game on the road for the second year in a row. They lost to the Arizona 

Diamondbacks last October, 11-8. Story homered in his last at-bat then, too. 

 

 “That game was a lot of fun,” Story, 25, said late in the regular season, before a game at Dodger Stadium. “It was very 

intense, the atmosphere was crazy, super-loud, winner-take-all, loser goes home. It gave us confidence. We fell behind, 
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we came back and made it close late. Ended up losing, obviously, but it made us super hungry to get back to the 

postseason.” 

 

Story helped get them there by hitting .291 with 37 home runs, 108 runs batted in and 27 stolen bases. Only one 

shortstop in major league history — Alex Rodriguez, for Seattle in 1998 — has ever matched all of those numbers in a 

season. 

 

After leading the N.L. with 191 strikeouts last season, Story made more contact this season and thrived. He still led the 

Rockies in strikeouts, with 168, but he sharpened his approach and raised his on-base-plus-slugging percentage by 150 

points, to .915. 

 

“The tools and talent are off the charts,” said Chris Iannetta, the Rockies’ veteran catcher. “But I think just his ability to 

command the strike zone has been better — his ability to stay within the zone with what he’s attacking, having a plan. 

You’re not seeing him chase the pitch up over his head like you used to; you’re not seeing him chase sliders and 

curveballs in the dirt nearly as much. He’s making guys come to him.” 

 

The Rockies drafted Story from Irving High School in Texas with the 45th overall pick in the 2011 draft — just a few 

months after they had made Tulowitzki the first major leaguer signed through the 2020 season, with a 10-year, $157.75 

million contract. 

 

Tulowitzki was 26 then, and the Rockies were optimistic about their future. They had reached their only World Series in 

2007, won a wild-card game in 2009 and posted another winning season in 2010. Tulowitzki wore No. 2 in honor of his 

baseball hero, Derek Jeter, and the Rockies had made him a similar kind of centerpiece. The biggest risk, they believed, 

might be a position switch someday. 

 

 “We may never get to that, but I wanted to make sure we addressed everything we could run into,” Dan O’Dowd, the 

general manager at the time, said the next spring. “During the course of this long of a marriage — no different than any 

relationship — there’s going to be some really great times and there’s going to be some tough times. It’s not going to be 

all candy and roses all the time.” 
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Swallowing so much candy quickly became a problem in Denver. Tulowitzki did his part, making four All-Star teams in the 

first five years of his contract, but the Rockies had a losing record each of those seasons. Then O’Dowd’s successor, Jeff 

Bridich, surprised Tulowitzki with a trade to the Toronto Blue Jays. 

 

Four players came to Colorado in the deal — including Jose Reyes, who played poorly, served a suspension for domestic 

violence, and was released — but the biggest outcome was the job that opened up for Story. 

 

“There was a lot of belief in Trevor Story in our organization for many years, and it allowed us to make certain decisions,” 

Bridich said, referring to the Tulowitzki trade. “If I told you that we saw that he would all of a sudden become an M.V.P.-

type candidate in 2018, I’d probably be lying to you that we knew that, specifically. 

 

“But the athleticism, his work ethic, the way he was raised, and just kind of how quietly he went about his business from 

the get-go, there was never any drama. He never allowed anything to interfere with his goals.” 

Like Tulowitzki, Story looked up to Jeter — the clutch performances, the savvy leadership, the smooth public persona. 

When an injury to Tony Fernandez created a spot for Jeter in March 1996, Jeter impressed Manager Joe Torre with his 

reaction. Jeter called it an opportunity, not a given, which is just how Story saw the Tulowitzki deal. 

 

“I knew there was an opportunity to win the job going into ’16,” Story said. “I just tried to make the best of it. Tulo was my 

guy and he was my mentor, and he helped me out a lot. It was sad to see him go, but it was kind of an opportunity, for 

sure.” 

 

With Reyes suspended through the first two months of the season, Story claimed the job in the spring and held it with an 

extraordinary start: seven home runs in the first six games of the season, an unprecedented feat. He made more home 

run history last month with a blast at Coors Field that soared 505 feet, the longest measured in the four seasons of 

baseball’s Statcast system. 

 

Story has shown better balance at the plate this season, which helps him recognize pitches a split-second earlier. His 

swing has a natural lift, he said, so long home runs are nothing new. But he never expected to hit a ball 505 feet, even in 

the thin air of Denver. 
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“When I hit it, it was one of those feelings like, ‘I really don’t think I can hit one any better than that,’” Story said. “With the 

angle it had on it too, I knew it was going to be a deep one. But, yeah, that’s the best feeling in this game. It’s a feeling 

that you fall in love with.” 

 

Home runs do not come easily off Jon Lester, the Cubs’ starter Tuesday and a postseason stalwart. Kyle Freeland, the 

Rockies’ ace, will be starting on three days’ rest. The circumstances are hardly ideal for the Rockies, but they have 

changed the course of their franchise at Wrigley Field before. 

 

Now, as their shortstop might say, they have another opportunity.  
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Why the Colorado Rockies will beat the Chicago Cubs in the NL wild-card game 
Gabe Lacques | USA TODAY | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

They will play because it is their only avenue to continue their seasons. Forgive the Colorado Rockies and Chicago Cubs, 

however, if they feel Tuesday night’s National League wild-card game is a nuisance beneath the two of them. 

 

Both led their respective divisions by one game with two to play. Both were afforded another chance Monday in Game 

163 of their seasons to nail down slots in the NL Division Series. 

 

Instead, the Cubs lost to the Brewers for the fifth time in seven games this past month and the Rockies lost to the 

Dodgers for the sixth time in seven games. 

 

So their playoffs begin, kind of, as it often feels like you didn’t even participate at all if you fail to escape the wild-card 

round. 

 

A look at their respective chances to do just that: 

 

For starters 

Rockies (Kyle Freeland 17-7, 2.85 ERA) at Cubs (Jon Lester, 18-6, 3.32), 8 p.m. ET, ESPN. The winner will play the 

Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Division Series, beginning Thursday at Miller Park.  

 

27 outs 

Rockies manager Bud Black has pushed the right buttons with his pitching staff all season, and is on a particularly good 

roll of late, getting a crucial win from Tyler Anderson on Sunday to enable German Marquez a shot to beat the Dodgers 

for the division title Monday. If not for a dropped third strike, the Rockies might be toasting their first NL West crown. 

 

Instead, Black is taking another calculated risk by starting Freeland on three days' rest. It's the first time he's done that as 

a pro, though Freeland was sanguine about the task, telling reporters he'd done it in college ball at Evansville. He's 

already produced the greatest season by a Rockies starting pitcher in their history, and has been on a special roll the past 

two months. In his last 11 starts, Freeland is 8-0 with a 2.18 ERA (and the Rockies are 10-1 in those games) and has 

given up just four home runs in 70 1/3 innings.  
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While Freeland, 25, is making his playoff debut, the 32-year-old Lester will start his 22nd career postseason game. He's 

made one wild-card game start, pitching 7 1/3 innings and giving up six runs in Oakland's epic loss to Kansas City in 

2014. Like Freeland, Lester put the Cubs on his broad shoulders often down the stretch, as they won seven of his final 

eight starts; he gave up two or fewer runs in six of those outings.  

 

In the Rockies, however, he will face a daunting set of right-handed hitters.  

 

NL home run champ Nolan Arenado posted a .368/.451/.747 line against lefties this season. Trevor Story was at 

.326/.389/.680 and averaged a home run every 12 at-bats against them. Ian Desmond goes from a .216 to a .280 hitter 

facing lefties. Matt Holliday is still scary as hell, even at 38: He was 10 for 32 against lefties after his late-season signing. 

 

These platoon splits, to a degree, neutralize the fact the Cubs can also roll out lefty Cole Hamels should Lester struggle 

early.  

 

Keep an eye on... 

David Bote. With Freeland starting, he should get a start at third base, pushing Kris Bryant to left field, and the Cubs 

offense could use a little of his magic. He gets on base at a .381 clip against lefties and seven of his 14 hits against them 

are for extra bases.  

 

Close and late  

We said it before the Cubs' Game 163 loss and we'll say it again: The late innings are a mess in Wrigleyville. That point 

was borne out by the Brewers, who blitzed four relievers for the decisive eighth-inning runs. Now, right-hander Steve 

Cishek has been used four times in five days; their best reliever of late, Jesse Chavez, pitched two innings Monday.  

 

Brandon Kintzler, Carl Edwards Jr., Justin Wilson ... if Maddon has a stash of Maalox in the manager's office, this is why. 

Maddon will, however, have Pedro Strop at his disposal; their de facto closer after Brandon Morrow was lost for the 

season will be available for the first time since suffering a hamstring injury Sept. 13. 

 

Meanwhile, Black can hand the ball to the rested Scott Oberg or Adam Ottavino with confidence in the late innings. 

Ottavino struck out 13 batters per nine innings this year and is a fantastic bridge to closer Wade Davis, the ex-Cub.  
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In the end 

This will be a fun chess match between Black and Maddon, longtime friends who won a World Series title together as 

coaches with the 2002 Angels. While momentum is a debatable concept in baseball, it feels real here: The Rockies won 

nine of 10 to force Monday's playoff and put forth a fine showing in L.A., minus two bad pitches. The Cubs are just 6-6 in 

their last 12, enabling the Brewers to run them down and finally pass them. Somehow it feels they have been working 

double time to mask deficiencies. The Rockies, on the other hand, are simply very good and really starting to know it.  

 

Rockies 5, Cubs 2 
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Trevor Story, Nolan Arenado Lead the Colorado Rockies into the 2018 Postseason 
The Rockies are one of the hottest teams in baseball, but they face a winner-take-all game tonight. Here's what 
you need to know about manager Bud Black's team. 
LORENZO ARGUELLO | SI.com | October 02, 2018 
 
 
SI is previewing every playoff team before the commencement of the 2018 postseason. Now up: The Colorado Rockies. 

 

At 91–72 the Colorado Rockies have reached the playoffs in consecutive seasons for the first time in franchise history and 

fifth time in 26 seasons of existence. Colorado got here thanks to two MVP candidates (Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story), 

a legit Cy Young contender (Kyle Freeland) and a bullpen that was phenomenal in the final month of the season (2.97 

ERA, 1.05 WHIP). 

 

But let’s be honest: you haven’t watched many Rockies games this season. They have a lot of odd start times (8:10 and 

8:40 p.m. ET), play several of their games against clubs with little to no national presence (sorry, Diamondbacks and 

Padres), and well, it’s not exactly a club with a rich history. So here’s what you need to know before you tune in to the 

latest edition of Rocktober. 

 

Case for: They're one of the hottest team in baseball right now 

 

Colorado has won nine of its last 11 games, outscoring opponents 73–29 during that run. They were left for dead after 

being swept by the Dodgers in Los Angeles from Sep. 17-19, only to come roaring back to force Game 163 on Monday. 

And if you go all the way back to the morning of June 28, the Rockies were 39-42 and eight games behind in the NL West. 

The club played at a .634 clip the rest of the way (52–30) to reach the postseason. What happened the last time the 

Rockies went on a similar run? They began the playoffs 8-0 and didn’t lose again until reaching the 2007 World Series. 

 

Case against: They give up early leads too often 

 

Among the 10 playoff clubs, Colorado has the worst ERA and slugging percentage against in the first two innings of a 

game at 5.02 and .460, respectively. In the constantly high-leverage, heavily-managed, hard-throwing bullpen-controlled 

atmosphere of October you cannot afford to fall behind early. 

 

X-Factor: Adam Ottavino 
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Ottavino has quietly become one of the best relievers in all of baseball over the last few seasons. In 2018 he set career-

best marks in ERA (2.43), K/9 (12.98) and bWAR (2.7). Expect manager Bud Black to use him often for as long as the 

Rockies remain alive. And how could he not, just look at how terrifying his slider can be. 

 

 Rob Friedman 

@PitchingNinja 

 A different view of that Adam Ottavino slider to Dansby Swanson from last weekend.  😳😳 

 

Why you should root for them: Dingers 

 

As in, lots of them (third-best in the NL with 210). They have the NL home run leader in third baseman Nolan Arenado 

with 38, as well as 37 round-trippers from shortstop Trevor Story, including this three-homer barrage from a few weeks 

ago: 

 

Perhaps the best leadoff hitter in the majors, Charlie Blackmon, launched 29 long balls this year. Star-in-the-making David 

Dahl had nine four-baggers in the final month of the season. You even have the likes of Carlos Gonzalez (16) and Ian 

Desmond (22), who despite falling off a bit from their prime can still mash when needed. 

 

And don’t sleep on the best Dinger of them all: the lovable, purple dinosaur parading around Denver 81 games a year. 

(Unlike a better-known, fellow purple dinosaur from the 90s, this one will not scare your children.) 
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Rox-Cubs: Potential lineups, matchups, FAQs 
Rox, Cubs to face off in NL WC 
Thomas Harding and Carrie Muskat | MLB.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 
Both the Cubs and Rockies will find themselves in a win-or-go-home situation in tonight's National League Wild Card 

Game at Wrigley Field. 

 

"I'm excited," Chicago's Daniel Murphy said. "Two-thirds of the league is home right now." 

 

Both teams would have preferred to have the day off to prepare for the NL Division Series presented by Doosan, which 

will open on Thursday at Miller Park, but after losing their respective division tiebreaker games on Monday, they must 

rebound quickly to face each other. 

 

• NL Wild Card Game presented by Hankook Tire: Tonight, 8:08 p.m. ET on ESPN 

 

The Rockies were foiled by their 2018 nemesis -- the Dodgers -- in their tiebreaker on Monday, 5-2, but were quickly 

ready to hop on a plane and begin their postseason dream. It's the first time in the 26-season history of the franchise 

they've enjoyed the postseason two straight years. 

 

Date Time Matchup TV 

Oct. 2 8 p.m. ET COL vs. CHC ESPN 

• Complete NL Wild Card coverage 

 

Colorado lost last year's Wild Card Game to the D-backs, 11-8, at Chase Field. 

 

"We're going to the playoffs," Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. "It's an amazing opportunity. We worked really 

hard to get here. Today was unfortunate, but the fact of the matter is, we have a chance to win the World Series." 

 

The Cubs and Rockies haven't played each other since early May, and split their season series, 3-3. 
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This is the Cubs' second NL Wild Card Game since Joe Maddon took over as manager in 2015. That year, Jake Arrieta 

threw a shutout to beat the Pirates. The Cubs reached the NL Championship Series, but lost to the Mets and NLCS MVP 

Murphy, who was 9-for-17 with four home runs and six RBIs in the four-game sweep. Chicago is in this game after losing 

Monday's NL Central tiebreaker to the Brewers, 3-1. 

 

The Rockies also have practice rebounding from disappointment at Dodger Stadium. They were swept in three games in 

Los Angeles Sept. 9-12, but won nine of their next 10 games to force Monday's tiebreaker and secure their postseason 

spot. 

 

When is the game and how can I watch it? 

Tonight, 8 p.m. ET, on ESPN, with an alternate broadcast on ESPN that will focus heavily on analytics and Statcast™, 

featuring MLB.com's Mike Petriello. 

 

What might the starting lineups look like? 

Rockies: It should be Matt Holliday's first start since Sept. 22 at Arizona, against Patrick Corbin, the last lefty starter the 

Rockies faced during the regular season. Holliday does have more success against Lester in his career (7-for-15 with a 

double) than Carlos Gonzalez (2-for-14), but all three players have been in the league for a long time, and it's probably 

not a good idea to read too much into 12-to-15 at-bats spread out over the course of a decade. Plain and simple: The 

reason to play Holliday is that he has the platoon advantage against Lester. 

 

PROBABLE ROCKIES LINEUP 

1. Charlie Blackmon, CF 

2. DJ LeMahieu, 2B 

3. David Dahl, RF 

4. Nolan Arenado, 3B 

5. Trevor Story, SS 

6. Ian Desmond, 1B 

7. Matt Holliday, LF 

8. Chris Iannetta, C 

9. Kyle Freeland, P 
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Cubs: With the Cubs facing a lefty, David Bote gets the start at third base, with Kris Bryant moving to left field. 

 

PROBABLE CUBS LINEUP 

1. Daniel Murphy, 2B 

2. Ben Zobrist, RF 

3. Javier Baez, SS 

4. Anthony Rizzo, 1B 

5. Kris Bryant, LF 

6. Jason Heyward, CF 

7. Willson Contreras, C 

8. Jon Lester, P 

9. David Bote, 3B 

 

CUBS ROSTER (ANNOUNCED) 

PITCHERS (11) 

Jesse Chavez, RHP 

Steve Cishek, RHP 

Jorge De La Rosa, LHP 

Cole Hamels, LHP 

Kyle Hendricks, RHP 

Jon Lester, LHP 

Alec Mills, RHP 

Mike Montgomery, LHP 

Randy Rosario, LHP 

Pedro Strop, RHP 

Justin Wilson, LHP 

 

CATCHERS (2) 

Victor Caratini 

Willson Contreras 
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INFIELDERS (7) 

Javier Baez 

David Bote 

Kris Bryant 

Tommy La Stella 

Daniel Murphy 

Anthony Rizzo 

Ben Zobrist 

 

OUTFIELDERS (5) 

Albert Almora Jr. 

Terrance Gore 

Ian Happ 

Jason Heyward 

Kyle Schwarber 

 

Who are the starting pitchers? 

Rockies: Freeland (17-7, 2.85 ERA) will make his third career start against the Cubs. The 25-year-old lefty took the loss in 

his lone outing against them this season, holding the North Siders to three runs on six hits with one walk and five 

strikeouts in seven innings on April 30. 

 

"I'm not going to change my mentality at all," Freeland said. "Anything that I did from April until now, it's going to be the 

same attitude. There's no reason to add any more pressure because of where you are, who you're playing, what's at stake 

or anything like that. 

 

"I have my reports [from the April start]. I did a couple reports today just preparing for what could happen. They added a 

few guys to the Cubs. I went back, watched video, checked up on some guys to see if they made any adjustments. So I 

have my report ready." 
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Freeland will be pitching on three days' rest for the first time in his pro career, but he recalls doing it at the University of 

Evansville -- where he played after a standout career at Denver's Thomas Jefferson High School -- and doesn't expect 

undue fatigue. 

 

Cubs: Lester (18-6, 3.32 ERA) will be making his 22nd postseason start. The left-hander has been the workhorse for the 

Cubs, and this season marks the fifth in a row in which he's made at least 32 starts. Lester, 7-4 with a 3.32 ERA at 

Wrigley Field, has started the first game of a postseason series 10 times and also made one Wild Card start for the 

Athletics on Sept. 30, 2014, against the Royals. He did not get a decision in that game, which went 12 innings. He did give 

up six earned runs over 7 1/3 innings. 

 

"I don't know if there's anybody better in a situation like this," Murphy said. 

 

What makes him so good in the postseason? 

 

"It's just the way he prepares and the expectations he has on himself," Cole Hamels said. "He has a great work ethic, and 

you have to admire that. To be as fortunate as he was to be brought up in that type of atmosphere in Boston with those 

type of baseball expectations, it trains you, and it trains you for these moments." 

 

On Monday, in the tiebreaker game against the Brewers, Maddon had Kyle Hendricks warming up in case the game went 

extra innings. Hamels will be the extra starter in the bullpen tonight. 

 

How will the bullpens line up after the starter? 

Rockies: The bullpen should be in good shape. Black used Scott Oberg for an inning on Monday even though the Rockies 

were behind, but Oberg had been off for two days. He also used lefty Harrison Musgrave for two batters, but that should 

not preclude his availability. Chris Rusin, however, would be the primary lefty. 

 

Oberg and the other righty lead-protection pitchers -- Seunghwan Oh, Adam Ottavino and closer Wade Davis (club-record 

43 saves) -- are ready to go. 
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Cubs: Though the Cubs' bullpen finished the regular season with the best ERA in the NL, at 3.34, it's been shaky lately. 

Steve Cishek finished the regular season with a 4.15 ERA in September, Carl Edwards Jr. a 5.14 ERA and Justin Wilson 

a 4.50 ERA. 

 

The Cubs do not have a designated closer and are instead mixing and matching. Jesse Chavez has been the most 

consistent of the group and has not given up a run in his last 11 outings. He shut down the Brewers over two innings on 

Monday. 

 

Are there any relievers who are unavailable?  

Rockies: None 

 

Cubs: Maddon said that the only reliever he is concerned about is Cishek, who pitched for the third straight day on 

Monday, although he only threw six pitches. 

 

"All arms are on deck," Cishek said. "It's October baseball. I'm going to say I'm good to go no matter what. I know I'll have 

a chip on my shoulder. … I expect us to come out and play hard and give us another shot to continue on." 

 

Any injuries of note? 

Rockies: The Rockies have cleared their injury hurdles. Arenado, who had an injured right shoulder in August and looked 

compromised at times, and Story, who missed time in September with an injured right elbow, are not only healthy but 

swinging and throwing well. 

 

Cubs: Reliever Pedro Strop has been out with a sore left hamstring since Sept. 13. There was a report late Monday 

saying that he he would be available for the NL Wild Card Game, but a team official told MLB.com that was unlikely. Strop 

has thrown off a mound twice since he was injured. 

 

If they win, who would be the starting pitcher for Game 1 of the NLDS? 

Rockies: That becomes an interesting question, since the best scenario was for the Rox to win the tiebreaker on Monday 

and save Freeland to start in his hometown. But if the Rockies beat the Cubs and head to Milwaukee, the best option is 
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righty Antonio Senzatela (6-6, 4.38 ERA) on Thursday. Senzatela won his only start at Miller Park -- five scoreless 

innings, two hits, six strikeouts and three walks in his Major League debut on April 6, 2017. 

 

Cubs: Hendricks (14-11, 3.44 ERA) would most likely open the NLDS. The right-hander is 2-2 with a 2.88 ERA in 10 

postseason starts, including Game 1 of the NLDS last year against the Nationals, in which he threw seven shutout innings 

in a 3-0 win. This season, Hendricks set a career high in innings pitched (199) and has finished strong, going 4-1 with a 

1.79 ERA in September. 

 

Anything else fans might want to know? 

There's no place like Wrigley Field for the Cubs, who finished the regular season with a 51-31 home record. The forecast 

calls for cloudy skies with temperatures in the 60s. 

 

But the Rockies like ivy, too. They won 2-of-3 there from April 30 to May 2 and have won seven of their last 10 at Wrigley. 
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Freeland ready to lead hometown team vs. Cubs 
MLB Tonight on the NL Wild Card 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 1st, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES -- Rockies left-hander Kyle Freeland will arrive at Wrigley Field for tonight's National League Wild Card 

Game wearing his and his team's aspirations on his sleeve -- well, the tattoo sleeve on his right arm. 

 

The ink reads "303" (Denver's original area code) and "5280" -- representing the feet above sea level that makes Denver 

the Mile High City. The coup de grace is the lyric from the rapper Machine Gun Kelly, who spent his formative years at the 

same Thomas Jefferson High School in Denver from which Freeland would graduate: "My city told me they needed me, 

so I'm grinding for that." 

 

There's also a clock. The hands are conspicuously missing, and Freeland won't say how he plans to fill the space, but he 

and the Rockies have repeatedly risen when the time has come to bounce back. 

 

Monday's 5-2 loss to the Dodgers plunged the Rockies into a now-or-never game. But the Rockies have showed a 

tendency to rebound, as they did when they were eight games off the NL West pace on June 28, after the nine shutouts 

they suffered (one fewer than their own shutouts) and following the eight walk-off losses (the same number as their wins). 

 

What better person to turn it over to than Freeland (17-7, 2.85 ERA), who is 11-1 with a 2.32 ERA while the team has won 

16 of his last 20 starts. He is a key reason why his hometown team is in the postseason for a second consecutive year for 

the first time in its history, and he admits carrying extra incentive to put the Rockies in the NL Division Series presented by 

Doosan, which starts on Thursday in Milwaukee. That would mean postseason play in Coors Field -- The 303 or The 

5280, if you will -- for the first time since the Phillies pushed the Rockies out of the NLDS on Oct. 12, 2009. 

 

The Rox would rather have won on Monday and held Freeland for a Division Series opener at home on Thursday. Instead 

he will be asked to make the DS possible, with righty Antonio Senzatela most likely getting things started. 

"I know it's a rare opportunity," said Freeland, the Rockies' top pick in 2014 out of the University of Evansville, who will 

make his postseason debut against Cubs lefty Jon Lester (18-6, 3.32 ERA), a postseason veteran. "Some guys get to do 

it later in their career, go home. But it's something I take a lot of pride in, and I'm not taking it for granted, one bit." 
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Freeland has faced the Cubs once in each of his two seasons, going 0-2 with a 4.15 ERA. As for matchups, he hasn't 

given up a homer to the North Siders, but Kris Bryant is 2-for-5 with a triple against him, and Albert Almora Jr. is 2-for-6. 

 

Freeland is the man to turn to for a club that has a tendency to make things rough on itself. Monday was an example. 

 

After being held to one hit by Dodgers starter Walker Buehler for 6 2/3 innings and not managing anything through eight, 

third baseman Nolan Arenado led off the ninth with his NL-leading 38th homer and Trevor Story followed with his 37th. 

Both came off vaunted closer Kenley Jansen. They didn't complete the comeback, but it exemplified the traits that have 

allowed the team to stay on the cliff when pushed. 

 

"I feel like our road is never easy -- the Rockies always have a tough road," Arenado said, chuckling slightly. "But we're 

more than prepared. 

 

"[Freeland] gives us a little extra confidence. We know he's going to be on his game, and we know he's going to compete 

with everything he has, like all these guys." 

 

In last year's Wild Card Game, the Rockies fell behind the D-backs, 6-0, befpre battling back for a one-run deficit but -- 

partly because of an out-of-blue two-run triple by reliever Archie Bradley -- took an 11-8 loss. 

 

The Rockies head into Tuesday night's game with no injuries to key players. Freeland is throwing on three days' rest for 

the first time since college, but the bullpen is rested. And although the memory of last year's defeat is there, that loss 

wasn't crushing -- nor were some big regular-season losses. 

 

"Having been there last year is really going to help us," said leadoff man Charlie Blackmon, who is 4-for-9 with two 

doubles against Lester. "We know it's going to be a good atmosphere. We're going out there with the mindset of [having] 

to win. To be honest, losing last year, that's the worst that can happen. I've been there. I've experienced that. I'm not 

worried about that. I'm ready to go." 
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Rockies-Cubs: NLWC positional breakdown 
After tiebreaker losses, who has edge in win-or-go-home showdown? 
Richard Justice | MLB.com | Oct. 1st, 2018 
 

You may have overlooked the Rockies this season. No big deal there. Plenty of us did even after watching them make a 

nice playoff run in 2017 and go on an offseason bullpen spending spree. 

 

On July 1, there was zero reason to believe in the Rockies, who were 41-43 and in fourth place in the National League 

West. 

 

And then something clicked. Actually, pretty much everything clicked. Blueprints are maddening things. In the end, 

though, Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich got his right. 

 

The Rockies were the NL's best team at 50-28 after July 2. Colorado's bullpen morphed into one of baseball's best, and 

the starting rotation found young aces in Kyle Freeland and German Marquez. Once the hitters got going, the Rockies 

scored the second-most runs in the NL in September and went 19-9. 

 

Now the Rockies are headed to Wrigley Field for tonight's NL Wild Card Game against a Cubs team that's making a 

franchise-record fourth straight postseason appearance. 

 

The Cubs got to the Wild Card Game by losing to the Brewers, 3-1, in an NL Central tiebreaker on Monday. Meanwhile, 

the Rockies lost to the Dodgers, 5-2, in the NL West tiebreaker. 

 

Cubs fans will see the Wild Card Game as a disappointment in a season in which their team was seen as a World Series 

favorite. That the Cubs made it to this point after a season in which their rotation got just eight starts from projected No. 1 

starter Yu Darvish, while third baseman Kris Bryant missed 61 games, is a nice accomplishment that won't be seen as 

that. Also, the bullpen was hit hard by injuries and slumps in the final month. In the end, the Cubs are still standing. 

 

Let's break down the Cubs and Rockies position by position: 

 

Catcher 
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Willson Contreras did not have his best offensive season, but he remains one of the NL's five best catchers in terms of 

overall game. His throwing and pitch framing, which the Cubs emphasize, made him an indispensable part of these past 

three postseason teams. Contreras was third in WAR (2.8), wOBA (.323) and wRC+ (101) among NL catchers. The 

Rockies place a similar defensive focus on their catchers, and while neither Chris Iannetta, who'll start the Wild Card 

Game against lefty Jon Lester, nor Tony Wolters had huge offensive seasons, they were a big part of Colorado's best 

pitching success. 

 

Advantage: Cubs 

 

First base 

If this is what passes as a down year for Anthony Rizzo, it's a reminder of how good he has been the past four seasons in 

averaging 35 doubles and 32 home runs. He finished sixth among NL first basemen in doubles (29) and tied for fourth in 

homers (25) this season and had a .376 OBP. As for the Rockies, Ian Desmond put a nice finishing touch on his season 

by hitting .281 in September, and while there were only seven extra-base hits, his .355 OBP made him a valuable part of 

the lineup. 

 

Advantage: Cubs 

 

Second base 

How did Daniel Murphy ever slip through waivers all the way to the Cubs? If he ends up hoisting a World Series trophy -- 

or maybe even if he doesn't -- plenty of general managers ought to be asking themselves and their staffs that question. 

When Cubs shortstop Addison Russell was placed on administrative leave, Murphy's presence allowed Javier Baez to 

shift to short and give the overall lineup more depth. Colorado's DJ LeMahieu is excellent. He's a two-time All-Star and 

two-time Gold Glove Award winner who is two seasons removed from a batting title. 

 

Slight advantage: Cubs 

 

Shortstop 

Baez seems almost certain to finish first or second in NL MVP Award voting, but Colorado's Trevor Story has become a 

foundational-type player as well. Story led all NL shortstops with 37 home runs and 42 doubles and was second with 27 
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stolen bases. Baez got most of his numbers while playing second base this season and ended with 40 doubles, 34 home 

runs and NL-leading 111 RBIs. 

 

Slight advantage: Cubs 

 

Third base 

Typically, this matchup would have been a push between Nolan Arenado of the Rockies and Bryant of the Cubs. But 

Bryant missed 61 games with injuries and was unable to come close to his numbers of the previous season, and besides, 

he's likely to play left field with left-hander Freeland on the hill. Cubs rookie David Bote, a right-handed hitter, will likely get 

the start at third with the left-handed-hitting Kyle Schwarber going to the bench. Arenado has become the gold standard at 

his position, leading all Major League third basemen in home runs (38) and OPS (.932). 

 

Big advantage: Rockies 

 

Left field 

This will likely be Matt Holliday's first start since Sept. 22 as the veteran slugger is 7-for-15 with a double and three RBIs 

against Lester, compared to Carlos Gonzalez, who is 2-for-14 against the left-hander. Bryant will slide from third to left 

against Freeland, and his athleticism has made the transition look easy. His track record gives him the edge. 

 

Advantage: Cubs  

 

Center field 

Charlie Blackmon was again the gold standard for NL center fielders and was first at his position in home runs (29), 

second in doubles (31) and fourth in triples (seven). Jason Heyward, who should get the start for the Cubs, hit .290 in 93 

at-bats this season against lefties.  

 

Advantage: Rockies 

 

Right field 



    

22 
 

You didn't count out Ben Zobrist out, did you? Plenty of people did last season when he hit .232. Besides, how many 37-

year-olds have big bounceback seasons? Zobrist didn't just have a bounceback season. He had one of the best years of 

his 13-season career with 28 doubles, a .378 OBP and 124 wRC+. And don't forget -- Zobrist was World Series MVP in 

2016 when the Cubs won it all. David Dahl, who will slide over from left field, finished with a tremendous two months, 

especially in September when he had nine home runs and a 1.012 OPS. He homered six times in the final eight regular-

season games.  

 

Advantage: Cubs 

 

Starting pitchers 

Freeland figured out how to pitch at Coors Field with a historically low 2.40 ERA, but he was very good most places, 

including Wrigley Field, where he allowed three earned runs in seven innings in his only start. Lester tied for the NL lead 

with 18 wins and had a solid September (five starts, 1.52 ERA), but his peripherals are not what they once were. He'll be 

making his 22nd postseason start on Tuesday and would surprise almost no one by pitching the Cubs into the NLDS. 

Freeland is going on short rest, so this is close, but he's been a much more effective pitcher this year. 

 

Slight advantage: Rockies 

 

Bullpen 

This may be the largest gap between these two teams. Colorado's bullpen has been excellent with Scott Oberg, Chris 

Rusin and others getting the ball to closer Wade Davis. Only the Dodgers and Brewers had lower bullpen ERAs in 

September than the Rockies, who averaged 10.02 strikeouts per nine innings. Cubs manager Joe Maddon lost his closer 

Brandon Morrow for the remainder of the season to injury and also didn't have his No. 2 closer, Pedro Strop, for a stretch. 

Maddon pushed his starters deeper into games for a time and probably will try that in the Wild Card Game.into games for 

a time and probably will try that in the Wild Card Game. 
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Rox fall in Game 163, to face Cubs in WC Game 
Back-to-back jacks from Arenado, Story not enough to catch Dodgers 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 1st, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES -- German Marquez's third strike to Max Muncy in the fourth inning bounced around the mitt of crossed-up 

catcher Tony Wolters, then popped high and to the backstop, allowing Muncy to reach first to lead off the frame. 

 

That passed ball began a progression that led to Cody Bellinger -- who shouldn't have even come up in the fourth, as 

Marquez struck out the next two -- swatting a two-run homer that gave the Dodgers momentum toward their 5-2 victory in 

the tiebreaking game to determine the National League West crown on Monday at Dodger Stadium. 

 

But the Rockies -- who didn't manage a hit off Dodgers starter Walker Buehler until Charlie Blackmon singled in the sixth 

and finished with just four, including Nolan Arenado's NL-leading 38th HR followed by Trevor Story's 37th in the ninth -- 

don't have time to lament seeing the chance at their first division crown slip through their fingers. 

 

They will now travel to meet the Cubs at Wrigley Field in the do-or-die NL Wild Card Game on Tuesday night. It marks the 

first time in the Rockies' 26-year history that they have made consecutive postseason appearances, but the club is still 

seeking its first division title. 

 

"Gotta move on -- the playoffs start tomorrow, and we're in it," Arenado said. "It's going to be fun. It's going to be in 

Chicago. It's going to be a great atmosphere. We're going to be ready for it." 

 

With Monday counting as the 163rd regular-season game, the Rockies finished 91-72 -- their second-most regular-season 

wins, behind the 2009 season. Now they'll send Kyle Freeland on three days' rest against the Cubs' Jon Lester in a battle 

of lefties. The Cubs fell to the Brewers, 3-1, in a tiebreaker for the NL Central crown on Monday but will host the Wild Card 

Game because of their better record (95-68). 

 

"Any time you get to the postseason, it's an achievement," manager Bud Black said. "I'm proud of our group. Our guys 

have had a great year. To take the division race down to an extra game is good stuff, and the Dodgers would probably 

say the same thing. Our guys will put it in the rearview, for sure." 
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Before winning nine of 10, briefly taking the NL West lead and finally forcing the tiebreaker, the Rockies were swept in a 

three-game series at Dodger Stadium Sept. 17-19. Monday felt a bit like a reprise of that series, when the Rockies were 

held to two runs in each game. In one of those games, Buehler struck out 12 in six innings of a 5-2 Dodgers win. 

 

On Monday, Buehler (8-5), displaying his hottest fastball of the season and a barely touchable slider, struck out three and 

walked three while throwing 93 pitches in 6 2/3 innings. The Rockies had a slight chance in the third, when walks gave the 

Rockies two men on with two out, but Buehler induced DJ LeMahieu's grounder to short. 

 

"I thought he was better last time, but we didn't get a whole lot of hits today, so he was pretty good both times," Blackmon 

said. 

 

That left the weight of the game on Marquez (14-11), who struck out nine but was hurt by two homers -- Bellinger's 24th of 

the season in the fourth and Muncy's 35th in the fifth, both coming with a man on base. 

 

On the passed ball, Wolters set a low target and spread, as if expecting a low, possibly off-speed pitch, and even went to 

his right knee as the pitch was thrown. Marquez delivered a 97.7-mph fastball that Wolters could not handle. 

 

"I crossed him up," Marquez said. "It just happens." 

 

Wolters commended Marquez. 

 

"Even the [home run pitch] to Muncy was a very good pitch; he wanted to take back the one to Bellinger, which was 

middle-middle," Wolters said. "Other than that, Marquez did a great job." 

 

Black, needing offense, lifted Marquez after 4 2/3 innings and 84 pitches. 

 

The offense didn't ignite, even with Buehler gone, until the ninth. In the seventh, Pedro Baez walked the first two batters 

he faced before Matt Holliday swung just under a 98.1-mph first-pitch fastball and popped to short. Blackmon singled off 

Scott Alexander in the eighth and was stranded at second when Kenta Maeda fanned David Dahl to end the inning. 
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But in the ninth, the Rockies made some noise off Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen. Arenado's blast erased the shutout, 

and Story immediately followed with his 37th of the season, but that's as close as Colorado would get. 

 

SOUND SMART 

Arenado has reached base in his last nine games, during which he has slashed .375/.412/.781. Of more relevance going 

into the Wild Card Game, he has a .256 batting average in 20 games at Wrigley, but the power showed up in the last two 

games there this season -- May 1-2, when he had three home runs, a double and six RBIs over 10 at-bats. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

The limits of the playing area were no limit for Dahl. 

 

After Manny Machado singled to lead off the second, Yasmani Grandal skied a foul ball to left field. Dahl made a long run, 

reached over the waist-high wall and made a tumbling catch. He then made a competitive throw to second base, but 

Machado tagged up safely. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"It's cool. I'll look back on it more in the offseason. It's a great accomplishment to hit a ball hard off Kenley Jansen. I feel 

like I haven't done that my whole career. But at the end of the day, it doesn't mean a whole lot." -- Arenado, on finishing 

tops in the NL in homers 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

With one out and a runner at second in the bottom of the second, first baseman Ian Desmond knocked down Bellinger's 

hard smash, then flipped to Marquez covering first. First-base umpire Brian Gorman ruled that Marquez stepped on the 

bag in time for the out. After a Dodgers challenge, the call stood. 
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Cubs-Rockies predictions: Our staff picks the winner of Tuesday’s wild-card showdown at Wrigley Field 
Jon Greenberg | TheAthletic.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

The Cubs postseason actually started late last week, according to Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who held his annual pre-

playoff meeting Thursday before the last of four games against the Pirates. 

 

Good thing, since the Cubs’ playoff run could end Tuesday night at home. The Cubs play host to Colorado at 7:05 p.m. at 

Wrigley Field in the wild-card game no one in Chicago actually expected them to play. 

 

(I posited after Sunday’s win it would’ve been better for the Cubs to lose that game to rest up for this game, hoping 

Colorado would burn some of their best relief pitchers. Neither happened.) 

 

The Cubs tried their best to sound confident after their 3-1 loss to Milwaukee in the NL Central tiebreaker game Monday, 

but at best, their argument for winning Tuesday comes down to: hope for the best on offense and…Jon Lester is the man. 

 

The latter is definitely true. If I were a Cubs hitter, I’d feel much better about my chances with Lester on the mound. 

 

“It’s Jonny Lester,” Anthony Rizzo said. “He’s pitched in big games before. He’s got a resume. We’ll be leaning on him 

hard. We got to score him some runs early, so he can settle in.” 

 

Therein lies the rub. Left-hander Kyle Freeland, the homegrown ace of the Rockies, will start against Lester, just like he 

did on April 30 at Wrigley Field. In that game, a 3-2 Cubs win, Freeland lasted through the seventh inning, giving up three 

runs on six hits. 

 

Ben Zobrist hit a ground-rule double in the second inning and scored on an Addison Russell single to give the Cubs an 

early lead. After Colorado took a 2-1 lead in the fifth, thanks to a pair of unearned runs, the Cubs took advantage of 

Freeland as his finished his second tour through the order and started a third. 

 

Like most pitchers, Freeland’s numbers significantly dip his third time through a batting order. In this case, Russell and Ian 

Happ singled and leadoff hitter Albert Almora Jr. scored Russell with a single. In the sixth, Kris Bryant led off with a triple 

and scored on an Rizzo grounder. 
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For the season, Freeland, who grew up in Denver, was better, results-wise, at home than on the road. He had a 2.85 ERA 

overall — 2.40 at home and 3.23 on the road. But he predictably gave up more slugging (.393) at home than away from 

Coors Field (.328). In 18 starts away from Coors Field, Freeland gave up just 18 extra-base hits. 

 

The Cubs likely won’t get a chance to see him the third time through the order. If they do, it means he’s working efficiently 

and mowing them down. OK, so that’s very possible actually. But considering he’s working on three days’ rest, something 

he’s only done once in two seasons in the majors, it seems likely the Cubs will have to deal with Bud Black’s bullpen, 

which has a 4.63 ERA for the season. That is bad, but is anchored by our old friend Wade Davis, who is good. 

 

Freeland started once on three days’ rest in 2017, but his previous outing was in the bullpen. After pitching the ninth on 

Sept. 27, he gave up two runs on five hits and a walk in three innings in his last start of the season, a 6-3 loss to the 

Dodgers. 

 

In his second season, he’s been excellent, but short rest is short rest. Like Mitch Trubisky against a hapless Tampa Bay 

defense, the Cubs could feast on any mistake.  

 

Because this Cubs team has been so predictably inconsistent, I’m guessing they hit Freeland, knock him out early and 

tack on a few more runs on the bullpen. 

 

The Cubs will get all giggly, spraying champagne across Theo Epstein’s egalitarian clubhouse, and crow about how they 

play better when they’re cornered — the adrenaline junkie theory — and then they will play their standard brand of 2018 

baseball in the NLDS, losing to Milwaukee in four games. 

 

My prediction: Cubs 8, Rockies 4 

 

Sahadev Sharma 

 

If there’s one thing I’ve learned from this Cubs season, it’s that trying to predict what this group will do, especially on 

offense, on a day-to-day basis is a fool’s errand. But this is the task I’ve been given, so I’ll try and figure this out. 
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Recently, commenters on one of my pieces pointed out how the tone of my work seems to change on a daily basis. It 

wasn’t a criticism of me, they said, it was just that I was capturing the reality of the situation. This Cubs team has been 

maddening to follow. They’ve made very little sense and on one day you could wonder how they got to 95 wins and on 

another, you could wonder how they didn’t run away with their division. That’s just how this season has played out. It’s 

really unlike any we’ve seen on the North Side of Chicago. 

 

Despite a blip after the All-Star break, Jon Lester has been the consistent workhorse of the staff, which is the summation 

of his career. Over his last eight starts, he has a 1.71 ERA and has given up just eight extra-base hits (six doubles, two 

homers) in 47 1/3 innings. The Cubs are 7-1 in those starts. I trust Lester to step up when the pressure’s highest — it 

doesn’t get much bigger than a win-or-go-home game — and it’d be an upset if the Rockies have a big night at the plate. 

 

Lester delivers, a hero emerges from the offense and the Cubs get enough from their bullpen to move on to a rematch 

with the Brewers. 

 

My prediction: Cubs 5, Rockies 1 

 

Patrick Mooney 

 

Predicting what the Cubs will do in the National League wild-card game is – as club president Theo Epstein might say – a 

“fool’s errand.” This team has been so hard to read for six months, why should we pretend to know what will happen in 

October? 

 

Jon Lester will keep the Cubs in the game Tuesday night at Wrigley Field, because he won’t be scared of the Colorado 

Rockies or the high stakes or the bright lights. And Cole Hamels running out of the bullpen sounds like a better option 

than just about any other Cubs reliever right now, especially after Jesse Chavez threw two scoreless innings in Monday’s 

Game 163 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers. But the Cubs built their team around a carefully calibrated plan and a certain 

way to play the game. Right now, it’s hard to tell what they can count on from one night to the next beyond Lester and 

odes to their playoff experience. 
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After talking up the staff changes and subtle shift in offensive philosophy, manager Joe Maddon has no solid answers for 

why this lineup fails to consistently make hard contact or why too many young hitters regressed this year. Feels like a 

night where ex-Cub DJ LeMahieu gets a huge hit and stone-faced closer Wade Davis comes in for a five-out save. 

 

Prediction: Rockies 4, Cubs 2. 

 

Nick Groke (Rockies beat writer) 

 

Why do I think the Rockies win? Because the Cubs are hitting far fewer home runs against lefties this season (1 every 49 

at-bats). Because the Rockies hit 22 homers in the last week alone. Because the Cubs are 5-5 in their past 10, when it 

mattered. Because the Rockies have won nine of their past 11. Because DJ LeMahieu won’t forget that whole thing with 

Javy Báez. Because these teams are 3-3 against each other this season with an aggregate 33-33 score and I had to flip a 

coin to figure this out. 

 

My prediction: Rockies 3, Cubs 2 

 

Lauren Comitor 

 

I am being forced into giving a prediction by someone whose name rhymes with Ron Meanberg, but the reality is, this 

team is unpredictable. But are they so unpredictable they’re almost…predictable? Makes you think. The reason I’m going 

with a one-run win is because it would be classic 2018 Cubs to follow up Monday’s debacle with a good game, propelled 

by a trademark Jon Lester playoff performance. But it won’t be easy, because it never is, even with Cole Hamels waiting 

in the wings. The Cubs may have the momentum of one of those baby races that take place during basketball halftimes, 

but the Rockies aren’t exactly coming in hot after Monday’s 5-2 loss (though they did win nine of 10 prior to that). 

Experience and home-cooking should win out here. 

 

My prediction: Cubs 6, Rockies 5 
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‘Our road is never an easy road’: Rockies fall short of a division title again in L.A., then flip to another wild playoff 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Oct 2, 2018  10   
 

LOS ANGELES — There is no hex hanging over the Rockies, no Colorado curse keeping them from winning the National 

League West. But when a pitcher strikes out four batters in one inning and gives up a back-breaking homer in the same 

breath, something can feel amiss. 

 

“Our road is never an easy road,” Rockies all-star Nolan Arenado said. “The Rockies always have a tough road. That’s the 

way it goes around here.” 

 

The burden of their situation unfurled in the fourth inning of a stinging 5-2 defeat to the Dodgers here Monday, a loss that 

sent them scrambling to a third city in as many days, chasing one more chance to advance in baseball’s playoffs. 

 

German Márquez, Colorado’s 23-year-old right-handed wunderkind, blew a 98-mph fastball past a man named Max 

Muncy, who had no chance but to swing wildly and pray. The pitch, though, flew by Márquez’s catcher, too, and after it 

bounced off the backstop, Muncy was standing on first base, the beneficiary of one of baseball’s quirks. 

 

Márquez struck out the next two batters he faced, but the third, Dodgers center fielder Cody Bellinger, smashed a two-run 

homer to right-center field. The Dodgers never trailed. 

 

And while the Rockies sniffed a division title for the first time in their 26-year history, they landed short again, falling 

behind the Dodgers in an exceptional 163rd game of the season. The one-game tiebreaker was a necessary addition 

tacked on to the end of the season after the Rockies won nine of their final 10 games to catch Los Angeles. 

 

The Dodgers, who won their sixth consecutive NL West title and 17th overall, earned a tidy prize, a restful night’s sleep 

before hosting the first two games of a five-game series against the Braves starting Thursday. 

 

The Rockies, on the other hand, received a brutal consolation. They flipped quickly to Chicago on Monday evening to get 

ready for a one-game wild-card playoff against the Cubs on Tuesday night at Wrigley Field. Chicago on Monday lost its 

tiebreaker to the Brewers, who now wait in Milwaukee for the wild-card winner. 

 



    

31 
 

“In a couple hours, we’ll be on the other side of the country and this will be long behind us,” Colorado center fielder 

Charlie Blackmon said. “The fact of the matter is, we have a chance to win the World Series. I feel like most of the guys 

are looking at this as a great opportunity.” 

 

They will play in a second consecutive postseason for the first time in their history, but the Rockies could use some juju. 

They hope that charm comes from 25-year-old lefty Kyle Freeland (17-7, 2.85 ERA), who will start on just three days rest 

against Cubs lefty Jon Lester (18-6, 3.32). 

 

“You have to get on with it,” said Freeland, whose ERA was the lowest in Rockies history among qualified starters. His 

victory last week at Coors Field clinched a postseason berth. 

 

“Today sucked,” Freeland said. “We had a chance to win the division for the first time in Rockies history. We have to turn 

the page immediately.” 

 

Bud Black, Colorado’s manager, set up his plan perfectly, it seemed, at least on paper. He gambled on injured lefty Tyler 

Anderson on Sunday at Coors Field and Anderson pitched more than seven scoreless innings. 

 

That left Márquez to pitch on regular rest Monday. He carried a 2.55 ERA in the second half and the Dodgers this season 

were hitting just .149 off him in three games. 

 

A high-stakes start proved similar, as Márquez struck out nine batters in 4 2/3 innings. But he crossed signals with Tony 

Wolters in the fourth, and everything fell apart. Wolters waved a series of signals calling for a changeup low and inside on 

Muncy. Márquez instead threw high heat. 

 

“We had about 20 different sign sets going on right there,” Wolters said. “We got crossed up a little. I thought off-speed 

was coming. You don’t want to make errors like that. You’re trying to be as perfect as you can.” 

Everything was going well for the Dodgers. Muncy hit the Dodgers’ second two-run homer in the fifth before Márquez 

exited early. 
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Yasiel Puig did jumping jacks on second base after a double. Muncy found every way to admire his home run short of 

stroking his chin beard. Pedro Báez, not long ago the most criticized man in Los Angeles since Al Davis after a brutal 

outing against the Rockies, received a standing ovation after a brief relief appearance. 

 

Nolan Arenado hit a first-pitch home run to left field to lead off the ninth against Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen, the 

slugger’s NL-best 38th homer. Shortstop Trevor Story followed him with another solo shot. 

 

Like their late charge to tie the Dodgers in the West and force an extra game, the Rockies found too little, too tardy. And 

now they face another elimination game, a second wild-card playoff in as many years, a game that often lives up to its 

moniker with unpredictable swings and dramatic turns. 

 

“Having been there last year really did help us,” Blackmon said. “To be honest, losing last year, that’s the worst thing that 

can happen. And I’ve been there. I’ve experienced that. I’m not worried about that.” 
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Should the Rockies’ season be considered a failure if they lose the NL wild card in Chicago?  
To get past the Cubs, Freeland has to pitch his best. The offense can’t afford to snooze. And the team must 
bounce back again 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

CHICAGO — Should the Rockies’ season be considered a failure if Colorado closes with back-to-back losses in the NL 

West tiebreaker and the wild card game?  

 

It’s a tough question, but a question to ponder nonetheless as Colorado heads on the road, again, for a one-game win-or-

go-home playoff against a seasoned veteran pitcher (the Cubs’ Jon Lester) in a venue renowned for its historic home field 

advantage (Wrigley Field).  

 

On one hand, the answer to the tough question is absolutely yes.  

 

Colorado made this same stage last year and, with high-dollar offseason bullpen acquisitions and the gang of DJ 

LeMahieu, Nolan Arenado, Carlos Gonzalez, Trevor Story and Charlie Blackmon all together for one last guaranteed ride, 

preseason expectations were to obtain what the Rockies fell just short of in Monday’s decisive loss at Chavez Ravine.  

 

To go out with a wild card defeat for two straight years would be nothing less than a Rocktober gut punch, especially 

when also considering several of those bullpen “upgrades” (i.e. Bryan Shaw and Jake McGee) have simply not panned 

out and were unable to be influencers down the stretch.  

 

On the other hand, this team did come closer to the division title than any other team in the quarter-century of franchise 

history before it. Despite looming questions on the futures of LeMahieu, Gonzalez and Arenado, there’s a strong young 

rotation intact as well as plenty of young positional talent on the major league roster and in the high minors.  

 

Thus, the heartbreak of falling in a second straight wild card might be somewhat negated by the hope that the 2017 and 

2018 postseason trials and tribulations were the start of a new, annually competitive era of Colorado baseball.  

 

The only thing for certain at this point is the Rockies are one victory away from the divisional round, with their best and 

most fiercely competitive pitcher on the mound in Kyle Freeland. Win Tuesday, and get into a five-game divisional series, 
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and anything can happen — even if Colorado has to play as the visiting team to the streaking Brewers, who beat the Cubs 

in the NL Central tiebreaker.  

 

But to get past Chicago, Freeland has to pitch his best. The offense can’t afford to snooze. And the team must bounce 

back from the brink, once again, following its toughest and weightiest loss of the season.  

 

Should Colorado do that, the notion of a failed season becomes a lot less legitimate. 
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Rockies’ Nolan Arenado hits 38th home run, captures NL home run crown  
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES — For Nolan Arenado, the 5-2 loss to the Dodgers in Monday’s National League West tiebreaker was 

certainly more bitter than sweet. But there was a consolation prize.  

 

The Rockies’ all-star third baseman hit a leadoff home run in the ninth off Dodgers closer Kenley Jason for his 38th home 

run of season, capturing his first outright NL home run title.  Arenado hit a career-high 42 home runs in 2015, tying 

Washington’s Bryce Harper for the crown.  

 

“It’s cool,” Arenado said. “I’ll look back on it more in the offseason. It’s a great accomplishment to hit a ball hard off Kenley 

Jansen. I feel like I haven’t done that my whole career. But at the end of the day, it doesn’t mean a whole lot.”  

 

Arenado reached base safely in the final nine games of the regular season, batting .375.  

 

L.A. dominance. The Dodgers won the season series from the Rockies, 12-7, earning the home field for Monday’s game. 

They swept Colorado in a three-game series at Dodger Stadium Sept. 17-19, making the Rockies scramble to make the 

postseason. The Dodgers have won six consecutive NL West titles, and 17 overall. The Rockies have none.  

 

Yelich wins crown. Brewers outfielder Christian Yelich secured the team’s first-ever batting title in Milwaukee’s 3-1 win 

over the Cubs in the NL Central tiebreaker, going 3-for-4 to finish at .326.  

 

He fell just short of the Triple Crown in an attempt to become the 13th player to accomplish the feat since 1920 and the 

first NL player to do it since 1937.  

 

While Yelich’s average easily led the league by 16 percentage points over Cincinnati’s Scooter Gannett, his 36 home runs 

fell two short of Arenado and his 110 RBIs fell one short of the Cubs’ Javier Baez. 
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Too little, too late performance by Rockies’ offense dooms NL West title hopes in tiebreaker 
Walker Buehler tossed his third shutout of six-plus innings over six total starts against the Rockies this season 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES — By the time the sixth inning rolled around at Dodger Stadium in Monday’s National League West 

tiebreaker game, Los Angeles held a five-run lead that felt like 50 with the way the Colorado offense was performing. 

 

And even after Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story blasted solo home runs off Kenley Jansen in the ninth, the final result 

was a 5-2 defeat and a too-little, too-late showing by the Rockies’ bats in the biggest game of the season. 

 

Colorado mustered just four hits as their dreams of a first divisional title dissipated into the ether beyond Chavez Ravine, 

with Dodgers starter Walker Buehler beginning the game with five no-hit innings. 

 

Rockies manager Bud Black tipped his cap to Buehler, who tossed his third shutout of six-plus innings over six starts 

against the Rockies this season. 

 

“I’ve said all along, we’re going to see this young guy for a long time,” Black said. “He’s got a lot of talent, and it showed 

today.” 

 

The Rockies couldn’t capitalize on the slight room for error that Buehler did leave by way of three walks and a hit 

batsmen. And beyond the damage to Jansen’s stat line, Colorado didn’t do anything against the Dodgers’ corps of three 

middle relievers, finishing 0-for-4 with runners in scoring position with six men left on base. 

 

“I don’t think (we were pressing),” Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. “Sometimes (Buehler) was making a 

good pitch, sometimes we were missing our pitch. Baseball’s hard. Sometimes it doesn’t work out.” 

 

The ice-cold showing by the bats, especially in the early and middle stages of the game, left the Rockies gasping to slow 

the momentum brought on by a pair of two-run Dodger home runs off German Marquez. 

 

Colorado had six strikeouts but just three via Buehler, who despite not racking up the Ks kept the Rockies off-balance with 

a high-90s heater paired with pinpoint use of his slider, change and knuckle-curve. 
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“He did a good job of mixing it up,” said Blackmon, who had two hits. “He threw a lot of offspeed pitches for strikes, and 

then his fastball keeps you honest.” 

  



    

38 
 

Rockies fall to Dodgers for NL West title. Colorado will next play Cubs in wild-card battle. 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES — The Dodgers envision Walker Buehler evolving into a right-handed version of ace Clayton Kershaw. 

As the punchless Rockies discovered on a hot Monday afternoon, Buehler might already be there. 

 

The rookie right-hander dominated the Rockies for 6 ⅔ innings in the National League West division tiebreaker game at 

Dodger Stadium. Game 163, as it turned out, was a big letdown for the Rockies, who have still not won a division title in 

their 26 years of existence. 

 

Los Angeles won 5-2, getting loud, two-run home runs from Cody Bellinger and Max Muncy off starter German Marquez. 

The Rockies countered with one — count ’em — one hit off Buehler, a single by Charlie Blackmon to break up Buehler’s 

no-hitter in the sixth. 

 

“He was pretty good today,” said Blackmon, who also singled in the eighth inning.  “He did a good job of mixing it up and 

he threw a lot of off-speed pitches for strikes. And then his fastball keeps you honest.”  

 

Manager Bud Black has praised Buehler all year, so he wasn’t surprised by his performance Monday. 

 

“The last game he faced us here, he had a ton of strikeouts (12), and today he only had three,” Black said. “But the stuff 

was the same — he’s good. He’s had our number for sure.” 

 

The Rockies, who are in the postseason in back-to-back years for the first time in franchise history, will attempt to keep 

their season alive Tuesday night at Chicago’s Wrigley Field against the Cubs in the NL wild-card game. Milwaukee beat 

the Cubs, 3-1, Monday in a tiebreaker game to capture the NL Central crown. If the Rockies beat the Cubs, the Rockies 

will play at Milwaukee in the best-of-five divisional series beginning Thursday. Lose, and Colorado’s season is over. 

 

Black has repeatedly called the Rockies “resilient,” and Blackmon spoke like a true believer in the quiet loser’s clubhouse. 

“We are going to the playoffs tomorrow, and that’s an amazing opportunity,”  Blackmon said. “We worked really hard to 

get here. Today was unfortunate, but the fact of the matter is that we have a chance to win the World Series. I feel like 

most of the guys are looking at this as a great opportunity.” 
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Nolan Arenado hit a solo home run off closer Kenley Jansen in the ninth to account for Colorado’s first run. Arenado 

finished the season with 38 home runs to win the NL home run title. Trevor Story followed with a solo shot of his own, 

making the Dodgers’ faithful squirm just a bit, and fire a few boos at Jansen. Story finished the regular season with 37 

home runs. 

 

But Jansen got the job done and struck out  Gerardo Parra to end the game, sending the crowd into a frenzy. 

 

The Dodgers became the first team to win six consecutive division titles since the New York Yankees, who won nine 

consecutive AL East titles from 1998-2006. 

 

As Marquez discovered, the Dodgers wield powerful bats. Their 235 home runs are tied for sixth-most on the NL’s all-time 

list. Marquez brought his firepower and struck out nine Dodgers in his 4 ⅔ innings. But the two home run pitches cost him 

dearly. 

 

“I thought I threw pretty well,” Marquez said. “But they got those two homers. I wanted to go deep and help this team win. 

But it was just one of those days. I got nine punchouts, but they got the big hits.” 

 

The Dodgers’ fourth-inning rally started with a small Rockies mistake that mushroomed into a humongous one. Marquez 

struck out Muncy, but the high fastball glanced off catcher Tony Wolter’s glove for a passed ball and Muncy reached first.  

Marquez struck out Manny Machado and Yasmani Grandal, and should have been out of the inning. Only he wasn’t, and 

when he threw a 1-0, 95 mph fastball over the middle of the plate, Bellinger crushed it deep into the right-field seats for a 

2-0 L.A. lead. 

 

Both Wolters and Marquez said they got their signals crossed, leading to the passed ball. 

 

“I crossed him up, and that just happens sometimes,” Marquez said. 

 

Muncy’s two-run home run to the opposite field in the fifth drove in Joc Pederson, who had walked, boosting L.A.’s lead to 

4-0. 
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“The ball to Muncy looked like it was out away from him, and looked like it might have been on the outside part of the 

plate,” Black said. “But (Muncy) has some power, as we know. He squared that ball up.” 

 

Colorado put two on vs. Buehler in the third inning but couldn’t convert. Buehler plunked Ian Desmond to start the inning 

and Marquez’s sacrifice bunt moved Desmond to second. Blackmon drew a walk, but DJ LeMahieu grounded out to end 

the inning. 

 

“We had some good at-bats today but we couldn’t really square anything up,” Black said. “We couldn’t get a couple of big 

hits when we had guys on to change the momentum.” 
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Previewing the NL wild card game at Wrigley Field: Rockies’ Kyle Freeland vs. Cubs’ Jon Lester 
Tuesday night’s game will be broadcast on ESPN at 6 p.m. MT as the Rockies vie for first divisional round 
appearance since 2009 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES — After falling 5-2 to the Dodgers in the National League West tiebreaker game here Monday,  the going 

won’t get any easier for the Rockies to make the divisional playoff round. 

 

Colorado now heads to Chicago to take on the Cubs at Wrigley Field in Tuesday’s wild card game. Chicago lost its 

Monday tiebreaker for the National League Central crown at home to Milwaukee, 3-1. 

 

Tuesday’s game will be a matchup of left-handers, with Chicago starting veteran Jon Lester while Colorado is expected to 

start Kyle Freeland on three days rest. 

 

“I’m looking forward to the battle in Chicago,” Freeland said. “I’ve done everything I could to get my arm feeling good from 

my last start, and it feels good right now. I’m ready to go, and I’m not too worried about being on short rest.” 

 

Lester gave up two runs, both unearned, in five-plus innings in his lone start against Colorado this season, a 3-2 Cubs’ 

win over Freeland and the Rockies at Coors Field on April 30. 

 

The Cubs will look to the 2016 NLCS co-MVP to get their lofty postseason ambitions back on track after being caught by 

the Brewers in the division standings in late September to force the tiebreaker. Chicago was 4½ games ahead of 

Milwaukee on Sept. 1. 

 

Lester has a 3.71 ERA at home compared to 2.87 on the road, although he is coming off six shutout innings in his final 

home start of the regular season against the Pirates. 

 

For Colorado to advance to the divisional round for the first time since 2009 — and to avoid the lose-and-go-home reality 

they were slapped with last season in Phoenix — they’ll need a big game from Freeland. Since the all-star break, 

Freeland is 9-1 with a 2.49 ERA in 14 starts. 
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“He’s been our best guy. It seems like every time he’s out there, we’re winning, we have a chance to win, or we do win,” 

outfielder Charlie Blackmon said. “He’s an amazing competitor and I’m sure he’ll rise to the occasion. If he just pitches like 

he normally pitches, we’re going to be fine.” 

 

In Freeland’s lone start against Chicago, an April 30 loss, he was tagged for three runs on six hits in seven innings.  

Freeland set club records for single-season ERA (2.85) and home ERA (2.40) during the regular season. 

 

“I still have reports from there (in April), and I did a couple reports yesterday just preparing for what could happen,” 

Freeland said. “I went back and watched the video, checked up on some guys to see if they made any adjustments. But 

it’s going to be the same game plan me and (catcher) Chris Iannetta have been doing all year long.” 

This will be his first start on three days rest in his professional career, minors included. 

 

“He’ll be fine,” manager Bud Black said. “His arm has been pretty solid (health-wise) all year, so the short rest is not going 

to be a factor when he takes the mound.” 

 

Tuesday’s first pitch will be at 6:00 p.m. MT, and the game will be broadcast on ESPN. 
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Ahead of Rockies’ NL West tiebreaker game, David Dahl and German Marquez earn individual honors 
Rockies prepare for Game 163, wild card contingency pitching plan that likely features southpaw ace Kyle 
Freeland 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES — Ahead of Monday’s National League West tiebreaker against the Dodgers, a pair of Rockies players 

who propelled Colorado into October have earned recognition. 

 

David Dahl was named the National League’s player of the week, while German Marquez was named the pitcher of the 

month. 

 

Dahl hit .333 with six home runs and 15 RBIs last week, including a streak of five consecutive games with a home run, 

while Marquez was 3-1 in five starts in September with a 2.14 ERA and 48 strikeouts and just five walks. 

 

Marquez said late Sunday night, following the Rockies’ pummeling of the Nationals to force Monday’s tiebreaker, that he 

felt ready for the pressure of a winner-take-all divisional title game. His teammates, including fellow ace Kyle Freeland, 

feel the same way about the 23-year-old.  

 

“His confidence is high right now and he knows what he needs to get done.” Freeland said. “And he knows that he doesn’t 

need to do anything more than be himself out there (Monday).” 

 

And Dahl, his focus on his Monday start, knows that last week might as well be ancient history in Rocktober terms as he 

looks to continue his late-season surge while hitting third and playing left field at Dodger Stadium. 

 

“It’s cool to be honored like that, because it was a good week and I’m just trying to help the team win,” Dahl said before 

the game. “But I’ve to kind of forgot about that coming into this week, because last week doesn’t count.” 

 

Rockies ready for Game 163 

On the 10th anniversary of the Rockies’ original Game 163 — the dramatic win over San Diego in a wild card play-in 

game en route to their World Series run in 2007 — Matt “I Touched The Plate” Holliday feels the Rockies are prepared to 

handle Monday’s emotional intensity. 
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“The fact that we’ve been playing meaningful games for a while now will help,” Holliday said. “It’s good that it’s a quick 

turnaround and we haven’t had time to process too much of what’s going on. We’re just going to go out there and play 

ball.” 

 

Charlie Blackmon echoed those sentiments, noting last year’s wild card loss in Arizona is going to play dividends. 

 

“Having had that experience, we’ll be able to build on it,” Blackmon said. “We know what it’s going to be like, physically 

and emotionally, playing beyond the regular season.” 

 

Wild card contingency plan 

While the Rockies have not yet announced who would pitch Tuesday’s wild card game in Chicago or Milwaukee should 

Colorado lose on Monday, the likely bet is seeing Kyle Freeland throw on three days rest. 

 

Freeland threw 96 pitches over six innings in the win over Washington on Friday that clinched the club a postseason 

berth, and manager Bud Black noted “you could speculate that Kyle’s going to pitch” should it come to that. 

 

The southpaw finished the 2018 regular season as the Rockies’ all-time single-season leader in ERA (2.85) and home 

ERA (2.40). 
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Three reasons the Cubs will beat the Rockies in the NL wild-card game 
Tim Kurkjian | ESPN.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

The unprecedented schedule in baseball on Monday, with two tiebreakers, makes this feel like a consolation game, but it 

shouldn't be -- and it isn't. The Chicago Cubs belong in the playoffs with 95 victories and a run differential of +116. The 

Rockies played extremely well down the stretch and caught and passed the Los Angeles Dodgers, but Colorado lost in 

the tiebreaker game on the road. 

 

So now the Cubs and Rockies play in the National League wild-card game. 

 

Only this time, the loser goes home. 

 

Three reasons the Cubs will win 

 

Can the Rockies get to Jon Lester? How long will Kyle Freeland last? Can the A's handle Yankee Stadium? The wild-card 

games will tell all. 

 

1. Jon Lester. He is one of the best big-game pitchers in the sport. This will be his 22nd postseason start; he has a 9-7 

record and a 2.55 ERA, with 113 hits allowed in 148 innings. He pitched a World Series clincher in 2007 against the 

Rockies. He pitched in relief in Game 7 of the 2016 World Series, which the Cubs won. Lester faced the Rockies once this 

year, and he threw 5⅔ scoreless innings. He enters this start having thrown very well in September, with a 4-1 record and 

five earned runs allowed in 29⅔ innings. "This game is what Jon was built to do,'' said Cubs manager Joe Maddon. "We 

always feel great with him out there.'' The Rockies will start Kyle Freeland, who has been brilliant this season -- a season 

that would have been good enough to win the Cy Young Award in several other years. But he has never pitched a 

postseason game. He is pitching on short rest. A one-game series often comes down to the starting pitcher, and a rested, 

experienced Lester has a slight edge. 

 

2. The Cubs are at home, which always matters this time of year. The Cubs are 51-31 at Wrigley Field, and they didn't 

have to travel after playing at home on Monday. The Rockies were 44-38 on the road, and they had to fly from L.A. 

Wrigley was rocking for Monday's tiebreaker game, and even though the Cubs lost to the Brewers, the Cubs and their 
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fans are going to be ready for this one. Otherwise, after leading the division by five games in early September, the Cubs 

will be out of the postseason after only one game. 

 

3. Offense. At some point, it seems, the Cubs are going to hit. After averaging 5.1 runs per game in the season's first half, 

they averaged 4.1 runs per game in the second half. Thirty-nine times this year they scored fewer than two runs; only the 

Orioles had more such games. But Anthony Rizzo, who homered for the only run in the tiebreaker game, had a terrific 

second half. Kris Bryant has adjusted his hitting style recently, keeping two hands on the bat through his swing, to put less 

stress on that sore shoulder. He had some very good at-bats over the weekend against the Cardinals. And catcher 

Willson Contreras, who hit ninth in the tiebreaker game, "has had some swings lately,'' said Maddon, "that look like the 

second half of last year [when Contreras raked].'' The Cubs have averaged 6.5 runs in their victories this season and 2.1 

runs in their losses; they might not have to get too many runs for Lester. 

 

One reason I will be completely wrong 

The Rockies have won nine of their past 11 games. When Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story are swinging well, as they 

have been lately, they are a very dangerous team. And now Charlie Blackmon has started to swing the bat better than 

perhaps he has all season. Plus, the Cubs appear tired. They have played a game in 41 of the past 42 days; and on that 

lone off day, they arrived in Chicago from Phoenix at 6 a.m., and "we were all french-fried for the rest of the day,'' Maddon 

said. If the Rockies can get into the Cubs' bullpen, as the Brewers did Monday, Colorado can win this game. For the 

Cubs, not having the injured Brandon Morrow really shows with Pedro Strop an uncertainty in his first game back from a 

hamstring injury, ever-reliable Steve Cishek having pitched in five of the past six days, and Carl Edwards Jr. off the roster 

for Tuesday's matchup. 
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Kyle Freeland to start vs. Cubs 
ESPN.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

Colorado Rockies left-hander Kyle Freeland will start Tuesday's National League wild-card game against the Chicago 

Cubs, manager Bud Black announced Monday. 

 

He'll face Cubs lefty Jon Lester. 

 

Jon Lester will start against the Rockies and first baseman Anthony Rizzo calls for "all hands on deck" as the Cubs lost 

out on the NL Central division title and look ahead to Tuesday's wild-card game. 

 

"It's gonna be a fun game against a good team," Freeland said. "At the same time, we got a good team and looking 

forward to the battle in Chicago." 

 

Freeland (17-7) finished with a 2.85 ERA overall this season. He joined Marvin Freeman (2.80, 1994) and Ubaldo 

Jimenez (2.88, 2010) as the only Rockies pitchers who qualified for the league ERA title with a mark below 3.00. 

 

Earlier Monday, the Rockies dropped a tiebreaker for the NL West to the Los Angeles Dodgers 5-2. The Rockies-Cubs 

winner gets Milwaukee in the best-of-five division series starting Thursday at Miller Park. 

 

"Excited about it," Black said. "It's going to be a great environment tomorrow at Wrigley. Their manager and I go way 

back. This team enjoys playing on the big stage.'' 

 

Charlie Blackmon, who had two of Colorado's four hits Monday, called it "an amazing opportunity.'' 

 

"The fact of the matter is we have a chance to win the World Series,'' he added. 

 

Colorado and the Cubs split six games this year, each scoring 33 runs. They haven't faced each other since early May. 
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With Title At Stake, Black Has Holliday On His Side This Time 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

Matt Holliday smiled and glanced at Rockies manager Bud Black. 

 

“Don’t worry,” he said. “I’m on your side this time.” 

 

Black smiled. 

 

Baseball’s version of gallows humor. 

 

The Rockies are at Dodger Stadium on Monday afternoon, playing the Dodgers in a Game 163 to decide the NL West 

champion, while the Brewers are at Wrigley Field, as well, playing the Cubs in a Game 163 to decide the NL Central 

champion. 

 

Never before have there been two play-in games in the same year. 

 

But the Rockies and Dodgers have both played a Game 163. The Dodgers, in fact, will be appearing in a play-in game for 

an MLB record sixth time. The Rockies are appearing for the second time in their 26 year existence, tied with the Red 

Sox, Cubs and Twins for the third most, four shy of the Dodgers and one behind the Giants. 

 

The Rockies previous play-in experience was upbeat. It was the start of a post-season run that saw the Rockies sweep 

the Phillies in three games in the NL Division Series, and the Diamondbacks in four games in the NLCS, only to have to 

wait for nine days for the Red Sox to wrap up the ALCS against Cleveland, and then sweep the Rockies in the World 

Series. 

 

And it was an adventure-filled final two weeks leading up to the Rockies advancing to the post-season. 

 

They won 14 of their final 15 pre-post-season games – including Game 163 against the Padres at Coors Field. And it was 

in Game 163 that the Rockies rallied for three runs in the bottom of the 12th to beat Hall of Fame closer Trevor Hoffman 

and the Black-managed Padres, 9-8. 
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Kaz Matsui and Troy Tulowitzki doubled to bring up the first run, and then Matt Holliday tripled to make it 8-8. Holliday 

would tag up, and score on a Jamey Carroll line drive to right on a still-discussed slide into home plate. 

 

Padres fans swear that Holliday never touched home plate.  

 

Rockies fans swear that Holliday did touch home plate. 

 

Home plate umpire Tim McClelland said it was a close call, but points out that Padres catcher Michael Barrett did not 

catch the ball. 

 

The argument also has been made that with replay, it would have shown Holliday was out, to which McClelland points out, 

“with replay it would have shown Barrett was blocking the plate without the ball, which would have made Holliday safe, 

regardless.” 

 

Holliday? 

 

“I think I touched home plate,” he said. “It was close, and it is hard to be definitive. With replay, I don’t think it would have 

been clear enough to change the call.” 

 

What Black knows is he and the Rockies are both back in a Game 163, together, and he is looking forward to the matchup 

of emerging German Marquez (14-10, 3.76) starting for the Rockies against Dodgers’ rookie Walker Buehler (7-5, 2.76). 

 

“We’re going to have to be ready,” Rockies manager Bud Black said. “But then again, they’re going to have to be ready for 

our guy, too. It’s great, because it’s two of the best young starting pitchers in the big leagues, pitching in this kind of critical 

game.” 

 

Buehler is winless in five starts against the Rockies in his rookie season, but has a 2.61 ERA and allowed one earned run 

in 13 innings of two starts at Dodger Stadium. 
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Marquez, who is 3-1 with a 1.85 ERA in his last five starts overall, is 2-0 with a 3.19 ERA in three starts against the 

Dodgers, having allowed just two runs in 15 innings of two starts at Dodger Stadium. He also has a Rockies record 221 

strikeouts. 

 

Season Series     

Date  Winner  Loser   

May 21 COL 2 @LAD 1  

May 22 LAD 5 COL 3  

May 23 LAD 3 COL 0  

June 1 LAD 11 @COL 8  

June 2 LAD 12 @COL 4  

June 3 LAD 10 @COL 7  

June 29 COL 3 @LAD 1  

June 30 COL 3 @LAD 1  

July 1 LAD 6 COL 4  

Aug. 9 LAD 8 @COL 5  

Aug. 10 COL 5 LAD 4  

Aug. 11 COL 3 LAD 2  

Aug. 12 COL 4 LAD 3  

Sept. 7 LAD 4 @COL 2  

Sept. 8 COL 4 LAD 2  

Sept. 9 LAD 9 @COL 6  

Sept. 17 LAD 8 COL 2  

Sept. 18 LAD 3 COL 2 -10 

Sept. 19 LAD 5 COL 2 

“He’s one of the best pitchers in the National League, in my opinion, especially in the second half,” Black said. 

 

The Dodgers, however, earned the right to host the play-in game by winning the season series against the Rockies 12-7, 

including a three-game sweep at Dodger Stadium in a series that began two weeks ago Monday. The Rockies responded 
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to that series by winning nine of their final 10 regular-season games, and caught the Dodgers in the standings but failed to 

finish ahead of them at season’s end. 

 

"I wish we would've won the division a while ago, but that's not the case," third baseman Nolan Arenado said. "This is our 

reality, and it's awesome. It's just fun. We get to go there, hopefully win, and come back here. That's the goal. It's 

definitely something that we're all excited about." 

 

The reality is that whichever team wins the game on Monday won’t play again until Game 1 of the NL Division Series on 

Thursday, and the NL West champion will be hosting NL East champion Atlanta, which had one fewer win (90) than both 

the Dodgers and the Rockies at the end of the 162-game season. 

 

The loser on Monday, however, doesn’t go home. It will travel to either Chicago or Milwaukee for the wild-card play-in 

game Tuesday against the loser of Monday’s play-in game between the Brewers and Cubs. 

 

It is that time of year that creates an added excitement, on the field, as well as off. 

 

“Every player across the landscape of pro sports," said Black, “even amateur sport, is going for a championship. … High 

school state playoffs. … College World Series. … NCAA Regionals. … This is beyond that, but it is the same sort of 

feeling. It’s great. I love it. It’s what you play for, a chance to be a champion. It’s awesome.” 
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ROCKIES Will the Rockies defining attribute show up in the Wild Card game? 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | October 2, 2018 
  

If there has been one central theme to the Colorado Rockies’ 2018 season, it has been that every time the club appears 

to be down and out, left for dead, they spring back to life like the T-1000, marching ever forward. 

 

Whether from fans or media or other teams, the Rockies have been presumed to be out of the running so many times this 

season that I’ve lost count. 

 

But one group of people that I am absolutely certain have never counted the Rockies out… is the Rockies. 

 

And they have plenty of evidence to support their ultimate faith in themselves. 

 

The Rockies began the season unable to win a series at home, dropping the first three, and three of the first four, at Coors 

Field. They opened with an 11-20 home-field record. 

 

They responded by finishing the season with a 36-14 stretch in front of their own fans, putting their final mark in Denver at 

47-34. 

 

They finished the month of April by scoring a grand total of two runs in a three-game set they lost to the lowly Miami 

Marlins, only scraping out a single win because of a remarkable performance from Antonio Senzatela who drove in the 

only run in a game where he came out of the bullpen. 

 

They responded by going into Chicago to take two of three, the last in dominating fashion, and went on to sweep the then-

hot New York Mets in their house. 

 

The first truly devastating loss of the year came on May 11 in a game in which they held a 9-3 lead over the Milwaukee 

Brewers but a bullpen meltdown culminated in an 11-10 loss in extras. They bounced back the next day with a 4-0 win 

over the Brew Crew and won four of their next six games. 
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June was, by almost every measure, one of the worst months in the history of the franchise. Colorado went 11-16, posting 

their fifth-worst ERA and eighth-worst batting average numbers for the month, 

 

After getting swept by both the Dodgers and Diamondbacks at home, the Rockies went on a road trip from hell that saw 

them drop two close games in Philadelphia before hitting rock bottom in Texas. 

 

In one of the worst defeats in recent memory, the Rockies dropped a Sunday rubber match against the Rangers after 

leading 5-1, then 10-5, then 12-8 going into the final frame. One of the worst teams in baseball rallied three different times 

against the Rox high-paid bullpen, scoring four runs in the bottom of the ninth to walk-off on Colorado leaving many to 

believe that the season for the Purplers had just come crashing down. 

 

So they came back with a huge win, right? 

 

Actually no. They got pounded the next night back at home in a 12-2 loss to the Mets. But then they rattled of four-straight 

wins, giving us a glimpse of what was about to happen in July. Colorado followed up one of their worst months ever with 

one of their best. 

 

They lost the first game of the month to the Dodgers after having already taken the series in LA, then rattled off a record 

of 17-5 which ultimately gave them their second-best calendar month in franchise history. 

 

This also began a historic stretch in which the Rockies went 30-16 over 46 consecutive games played against teams with 

winning records, culminating in a four-game sweep of the first-place Braves in Atlanta. That even included a brutal week 

in which the Rockies were walked-off on three separate occasions and lost four straight in St. Louis and Milwaukee, all of 

which they could have easily won 

 

They began September going 9-3 then fell into a road trip that once again brought the postseason aspirations into 

question. 

 

Losing two winnable games in San Francisco was followed by the biggest gut-punch of the year. 
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The Rockies were swept in LA while losing one of their two best position players to injury and getting the ugliest 

performance in the career of the other. 

 

Again… the season was over. Except that again it wasn’t. 

 

Colorado took out their frustrations by taking three straight against the Diamondbacks in Arizona. The team that had spent 

the first day of every month of 2018 in first place in the NL West, and the team that bested the Rox in last year’s Wild Card 

game, was summarily and unceremoniously removed from the postseason picture. 

 

They backed that up one last time by returning home to sweep the Phillies in dominating fashion. 

 

But, with the division now within their grasp, there was another stumble to be had. The Rockies dropped the second to 

last game of the year, getting pummeled by the Nationals 12-2. 

 

With one last chance to just lay down and die, the Rockies came out and throttled those same Nationals in the final game, 

12-0, forcing a Game 163 for the division. 

 

And that brings us to the present day. 

 

Walker Buehler dominated the Rockies on Monday, allowing just two singles to Charlie Blackmon. A 5-0 game turned into 

a 5-2 contest with a couple of late homers from Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story but the game was never really in reach 

once the Dodgers took a 4-0 lead. 

 

So they have to find it once again. 

 

Whatever it is that has made them so resilient throughout the season – experience, leadership, mental fortitude, short 

memory – needs to be tapped into in a big way. 

 

The Chicago Cubs are recent World Series Champions who expected to win the division and find themselves suddenly in 

a one-game, winner-take-all situation. 
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The Colorado Rockies are a team that has played with their backs against the wall all season. And those have been the 

times they are the most dangerous. They are the wildest of cards. 

 

And behind their home-grown, emotional leader in Kyle Freeland, history suggests it would be unwise to count them out. 

Though, if you do, that’s just fine by them. They’ve been here before. 
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Rockies-Nationals Series Grades: Multiple stars and one goat 
Andre Simone | BSNDenver.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

With two big wins and one costly loss, the Colorado Rockies won yet another series against the Washington Nationals. 

 

As we do after each series, using our advanced statistics and our in-house all-encompassing metric DPR, we bring you 

our Rockies grades. 

 

Note: The scores below are each player’s average DPR for the series. All Rockies stats and individual player profiles can 

be found here. 

 

Nolan Arenado (107.46 —⭐): With a monster 162nd game, Nolan closed the season off strong with two jacks and a walk 

after taking one out the park in game two as well, putting him in the NL lead for HRs. Just what the doctor ordered. He 

had a double in game one too, in his best series since mid-September in Arizona. 

 

Charlie Blackmon (101.35 —⭐): Arenado’s DPR in game 162 was his third best of the year, while Blackmon with a 

181.19 produced a season-best rating as he hit for the cycle. His game one appearance in the series was great as well, 

95.83, thanks to a solo homer. 

 

Trevor Story (72.85 — B): Story didn’t get going until game three, with a solo jack, an RBI-single, a stolen base, and a 

walk. The rest of the series was nothing to write home about as he walked once and struck out twice in two games. 

 

DJ LeMahieu (52.30 — C-): DJ’s highlight against Washington was an RBI single in game three; he had another single in 

game two in a pretty quiet series.   

 

David Dahl (67.55 — B-): You know a guy is hot when “only” homering in two of three games is slowing down. Aside from 

going yard, Dahl did strike out four times in the three games and only walked once, though he did produce four RBI. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez (70.91 — B): CarGo had a solid series with two singles, a double and a homer. He was a valuable 

contributor in the first two outings, though he fell off a bit in a two K game three.   
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Ian Desmond (58.93 — C): Desi started the series off strong and cooled off a bit after that. He went from a two-RBI jack in 

game one, to single and a walk in the second game, to a two-strikeout game three. 

 

Gerardo Parra (29.56 —F): In three plate appearances in two games against the Nationals, Parra only walked and struck 

out once. 

 

Chris Iannetta (97.37 —⭐): Iannetta managed to hit in each game of his two starts with a homer and double in addition 

to two walks and two runs. 

 

Tony Wolters (28.55 — F): In his one appearance in game two, Wolters could only manage a strikeout in four plate 

appearances. Nothing to see here. 

 

Kyle Freeland (60.26 — C+): Freeland had a nice start in game one, as he was once again masterful with guys on base. 

Colorado’s talented lefty allowed 11 hits and walked one, but only two of those scored in six innings, as his ERA went 

down to 2.85, his lowest of the year. 

 

Jon Gray (-2.08 — F): Gray has scored a negative DPR only twice this year and both came in September. His game two 

outing was a true disaster as he gave up seven hits and five runs in two innings. 

 

Tyler Anderson (87.84 — A): Anderson came into game three and was extraordinary, with his best DPR since July 4th. In 

7.2 innings he shut the Nats down, conceding four hits and three walks in a scoreless outing. 

 

Chad Bettis (67.28 — B-): Tasked with coming into game two after Gray’s start, Bettis did an admirable job in three 

innings, even if he was far from perfect allowing two hits and a run off a solo homer. His FIP of 6.16 was pretty ugly but he 

had a positive WPA which really helped his grade. 

 

Wade Davis (96.42 —⭐): With a save in game one, Davis came in and dominated the Nats lineup, striking out two and 

inducing a grounder on 11 pitches to close things out. He recorded a negative FIP for the sixth time in September in 11 

outings. 



    

58 
 

 

Adam Ottavino (90.74 — A+): Otto was back to his old ways in game one, throwing seven of six pitches for strikes to get 

three outs as he looked unhittable striking out one and leading to a quick grounder and fly ball. 

 

Seunghwan Oh (81.59 —A-): With only one out to go in a blowout game three win, Oh got a fly ball out and was done for 

the rest of the series. 

 

Scott Oberg (73.95 —B): Oberg came into game one and recorded two outs with two strikeouts after allowing a hit. In 14 

appearances in September, 13 of those have been scoreless outings. 

 

Chris Rusin (71.66 — B): Rusin came into game three after resting for five days, and did quick work in an inning, allowing 

a hit but then striking out one and inducing two groundball outs. 

 

Jake McGee (17.40 —F): After a rough outing against the Phillies, McGee’s game two appearance in 1.1 innings versus 

the Nats wasn’t much better, as he allowed two runs off of two hits and walked another. 

 

Sam Howard (11.75 — F): Thrown into the fire in game two, Howard struggled giving up two hits, two walks, and a run, 

his first earned run of the season in four appearances. 

 

Harrison Musgrave (81.09 —A-): Musgrave did a nice job in game one, inducing a grounder to get the one lefty-on-lefty 

out he was asked to get. 
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2018 Rockies postseason preview: Rocktober roots 
Albert Newell | Wtop.com | October 2, 2018  
 

Like a lot of baseball fans who grew up in Colorado in the late ‘80s and early ‘90s, the Rockies were not my first pro 

baseball team. As the local 1993 expansion team, they were an excuse to finally see live baseball. 

 

I’m a D.C. resident now, and while I currently have five MLB teams within a four-hour drive of me, the closest MLB city to 

Denver before the Rockies was an eight-hour drive to Kansas City. So when the Rockies arrived, it was easy to root for 

the home team. I grew up in Colorado Springs and frequented the Rockies’ Triple-A team, the Sky Sox, where I saw 

future Hall of Famers Todd Helton and Larry Walker, among others. 

 

While the Rockies of the first 10 years or so didn’t bring playoff victories or even good pitching to Denver, the Blake Street 

Bombers kept it exciting. The high altitude and the consistent heavy home run hitting of Helton, Walker, Andres Gallaraga, 

Dante Bichette and Vinny Castilla, kept me constantly tuned in. My dad took me to several games at Coors Field 

throughout the ‘90s and early ‘00s, including the Rockies’ first interleague series against the Angels and games against 

future Hall of Famers Barry Bonds, Vladimir Guerrero, and Mike Piazza. 

 

My fondest memory, however, and the moment that sealed my love for the Rockies was one Aug. 22 night in 2000 against 

the always great Braves. It included a position player not only pitching, but getting the win (the first time that happened 

since 1968), a benches-clearing brawl, a Hall of Fame pitcher pinch-hitting, and a walk-off win, on a rookie’s first Major 

League hit. 

 

It went down as follows: After being hit by a pitch in the top of the 11th of a 6-6 game, Andres Gallarraga (a former Rockie 

then with the Braves) charged the mound, starting a bench-clearing brawl. The Rockies’ final reliever, John Wasdin, was 

tossed as a result of the brawl. Brian Bohannon — who started and threw 99 pitches the day before — came in to finish 

the inning (he was only good for a couple batters). 

 

After both teams failed to score in the 11th, the Rockies, now officially out of pitchers, were forced to enlist a position 

player to finish the game. Enter injured catcher Brett Mayne. He had never thrown a pitch at any level. Who does he face? 

None other than Hall of Famer, Tom Glavine who had not thrown a pitch but entered the game as a pinch-hitter. After 
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retiring Glavine, Mayne gave up a hit, got another out and then retired another hall of famer Chipper Jones for the final out 

in the top of the 12th. 

 

In the bottom of the 12th, the Rockies loaded the bases and it was Brett Mayne’s turn to bat, but his left wrist was injured. 

So entered rookie pinch-hitter, Adam Melhuse whose first Major League hit ended the game at 11:30 p.m. The infamous 

John Rocker took the loss. 

 

The grit and determination the Rockies demonstrated that day characterizes the Rockies that I’ve watched and cheered 

for since. In 2007, ironically, I left Colorado and moved to New York. The year the Rockies and Clint Hurdle won the 

hearts of all baseball fans by winning 14 of their last 15 regular season games (and 21 of the last 22, including the 

postseason) to miraculously tie with the San Diego Padres for the Wild Card. In their first one-game playoff game, the 

Rockies won it after Matt Holliday, who eventually scored a dramatic, game-winning run in the 13th inning, hit a triple off 

Trevor Hoffman, causing the second greatest closer of all time to blow a save in the biggest game of his life. The Rockies 

swept their way to the World Series in the most momentous Colorado Rockies postseason to date. 

 

Fast forward to 2018: Matt Holliday is back (albeit in a much reduced roll), the Blake Street Bombers have been reborn 

with Charlie Blackmon, Trevor Story and Nolan Arenado hitting home runs at paces we haven’t seen since the mid-90s, 

and we even have decent pitching now. With their loss to the Dodgers Monday, the Rockies still have never won the NL 

West. But that hasn’t kept them from making the World Series in the past. Whatever they do, I’ll be watching along the 

way, and expecting some wild and dramatic extra-inning finishes. 
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Colorado Rockies morning after: Short memory needed in Chicago 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | Oct. 2, 2018 
 

LOS ANGELES — The Los Angeles Dodgers are a deep and talented team. The Colorado Rockies knew that going into 

Monday’s Game 163 at Dodger Stadium. Mistakes will kill you against a team like that. The Rockies knew that as well. 

However, it still happened. 

 

A pair of mistakes in a pivotal fourth inning by the Colorado Rockies battery made all of the difference between a National 

League West title (and resting until Thursday) and heading to Chicago for a Wild Card matchup at Wrigley Field on 

Tuesday night. 

 

A passed ball by Tony Wolters put Max Muncy on base after he had struck out against German Marquez to lead off the 

fourth inning. The slip-up was enough to extend the inning and Cody Bellinger was happy to take advantage of it, blasting 

a 1-0 pitch over the right-center wall to give the Dodgers a 2-0 lead. 

 

Muncy would add a two-run homer and pitcher Walker Buehler would tack on an RBI single to move the Los Angeles lead 

to 5-0. That would be more than enough with Buehler also hurting the Rockies on the mound, keeping them off-balance 

and hitless until Charlie Blackmon poked a single in the sixth inning. 

 

That was one of just four hits the Rockies would muster on the day, and two of those came from Blackmon. However, the 

last two the Rockies are hopeful will set the tone for Tuesday night at Wrigley Field. 

 

Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story hit back-to-back solo homers off Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen in the ninth to give the 

Rockies a brief lift and erase the goose egg from the scoreboard. Those would account for Colorado’s only runs … but 

they were big runs from a psychological perspective. 

 

“I think those (homers) were big. We showed we weren’t just going to lay down right there,” Story told Rox Pile and other 

media members after the game. “Scratched a couple of runs across and have good at-bats and hopefully ride that into 

tomorrow.” 
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Colorado manager Bud Black knows his team is resilient. It has been all season and wouldn’t be in the position it is now if 

it had rolled over and given up the last time they left Los Angeles after a painful three-game sweep that seemed to put 

their season in peril. Now, he’s relying on a team-wide short memory for a long flight from SoCal to the Midwest. 

 

“Our guys will put it in the rearview for sure,” Black told Rox Pile and other media members. “I expect this group to bounce 

back tomorrow. It’s going to be a great environment tomorrow at Wrigley. This team enjoys, I think, playing on the big 

stage. We’ll see tomorrow. That’s why you play. We’ll find out. Our guys are excited.” 

 

As disappointing as Monday was, the season, in fact, isn’t over. It will be, however, on Tuesday night if Colorado’s bats 

struggle the way they did at Chavez Ravine. 

 

“You have to put it behind you,” Arenado said after the loss. “You have to move on. The playoffs start tomorrow. We’re in 

it.” 

 

Can the energy brought by Arenado and Story with the late long balls carry over across two time zones? For Colorado’s 

sake, let’s hope so. 
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Rockies vs. Cubs: Kyle Freeland takes center stage in NL Wild Card game 
The Rockies turn to their star lefty in an elimination game. 
Hayden Kane@hwkane | PurpleRow.com | Oct 2, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies are a team built on pitching. That has been true all season and promises to entertain a number of 

amused analysts and fans as they see how this team actually reached the playoffs (they already knew the Rockies can 

hit, if you haven’t heard). 

 

Kyle Freeland is the leader of that pitching staff. He is right there with Nolan Arenado as a face of the Rockies, a guy who 

is clearly an emotional leader and has the numbers to back it up. The intrigue of his match-up with Chicago Cubs starter 

Jon Lester in the NL Wild Card game Tuesday night starts with their respective statistics but goes beyond that in terms of 

his importance to the Rockies. 

 

The word “ace” gets thrown around in a number of contexts with a number of working definitions. If every team has an 

ace, meaning it as a shorthand for best starter, then Freeland is the Rockies’ ace. If aces are more scarce than that, 

placing them in the rarefied air of names like Clayton Kershaw or Max Scherzer or even Lester, then Freeland probably 

isn’t there yet — but he’s submitted his application and been called back for a second interview. 

 

Freeland has already put his name among the elite with his 2018 statistics. His 8.4 bWAR is fourth in all of baseball 

around guys like Scherzer, Justin Verlander and Chris Sale. His 2.85 ERA is eighth in the big leagues, and the other guys 

don’t pitch their home games at Coors Field. 

 

But there is something else about guys we think of as “aces.” It’s the big moments. It’s the trust you place in them in a big 

spot after 90 or 100 pitches that you wouldn’t the other pitchers on the team. It’s their fearlessness on the mound and their 

fist pumps after a big out. Those start to sound like cliches, but it just feels different when you watch these guys. And this 

year, it feels different with Freeland. 

 

Colorado Rockies 

@Rockies 

 Kyle Freeland's ERA is 3.04—2.18 at ... 
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We’ve seen some moments like this from Freeland already. For example, he has stared down Madison Bumgarner twice 

this season and matched him pitch for pitch. He was the starting pitcher when the Rockies clinched a playoff spot. But 

there has been nothing like this: an elimination game in the national spotlight against the Chicago Cubs. 

 

Freeland had to be the Colorado starter for this game. There’s real risk with starters on short rest, and it might not work 

out. But even if Freeland only lasts three innings, it was the right decision. With all respect to Antonio Senzatela, the 

Rockies had to go with the guy who can stare down that moment and pitch like an ace (using that second definition, of 

course). 

 

Ace debates are met with a lot of snark. They should be. The definition is subjective and the game is trending towards the 

kind of bullpen usage to make aces less important. But there are still those starters who stand above the rest. Kyle 

Freeland is trying to prove he is one of those special pitchers. If his 2018 season didn’t already prove that, a strong start in 

the NL Wild Card game almost certainly would. 

 

Much will be made of Freeland’s success at Coors Field, especially given the fascination with that park from national 

coverage. But his biggest chance yet comes away from altitude. Wrigley Field will be packed. It will be loud. It will be a 

setting where players can do something memorable. 

 

There’s a lot of ways the Rockies can win (or lose), but a victory led by Kyle Freeland would show the rest of the country 

what we already know about him as a leader of the Rockies and as one of the best pitchers in baseball. 

 


