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Here’s Story on Rockies’ 2B candidates 
SS breaks down talents of McMahon, Hampson, Rodgers and Valaika 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Rockies shortstop Trevor Story knows a standout fielding second baseman when he plays 

alongside one. 

So Story is a good resource to assess the younger players who are trying to replace three-time Gold Glove Award-

winning DJ LeMahieu, who signed a two-year, $24 million contract with the Yankees this winter. 

Left-handed-hitting Ryan McMahon, right-handed-hitting prospects Garrett Hampson (No. 4 Rockies, per MLB Pipeline) 

and Brendan Rodgers (No. 1 Rockies, No. 10 overall), and righty-hitting utility man Pat Valaika bring different attributes 

and experience levels. But whether it's one player or a combination, it will take a lot to replace LeMahieu. 

Here are the competitors, along with Story's thoughts: 

 

McMahon: McMahon was drafted as a third baseman and spent most of his 72 defensive appearances at first base (38 

games) and third base (20 games). McMahon's listed height of 6-foot-2 is a couple of inches shorter than LeMahieu's, but 

his lanky body type is such a match that observers sometimes did a double-take during the 14 games McMahon played 

second base. 

"They can be very similar -- that's pretty high praise for Mac," Story said. "They're very similar builds, very athletic guys. 

They both played other positions growing up. It's going to bode well for Mac. He probably won't right off the bat be like DJ, 

but he has the potential." 

 

MEDIA CLIPS – Feb. 16, 2019 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
http://m.mlb.com/player/663898/brendan-rodgers
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/642162/pat-valaika
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Hampson: In the Minors, Hampson stood out because of his speed. That carries over to defense, as Story saw during 

some of the 24 games (seven defensively at second) Hampson played last season. Hampson also took over shortstop for 

eight games while Story was dealing with a late-season elbow injury. 

"He's very solid -- he has a very quick first step, and he gets to a lot of balls," Story said. "He's a big-range guy -- just from 

playing with him last year, I saw him make some pretty amazing plays, some diving plays, and get up and finish it. He has 

really quick hands, too." 

 

Rodgers: Rodgers enters 2019 as MLB Pipeline's No. 3 shortstop. But that position isn't available because of Story, 

selected by MLB Network as the No. 3 shortstop on the Top 10 Right Now list and the No. 30 overall player. Rodgers 

made it to Triple-A late last season, and likely will begin at Albuquerque if he doesn't dominate the Spring Training 

competition, but he has the physical tools to be a standout second baseman, Story said. 

"He's super-talented -- one of the most I've ever seen," Story said. "He throws it hard. He's fast. He hits it hard. He's just 

one of those guys where you can tell he's going to be one of the better players on the field. He's putting in a lot of work 

over there, and you can tell he's getting pretty comfortable." 

 

Valaika: Last year's .156 batting average pushed Valaika, 26, into the background in this competition. The Rockies hope 

he can return to his 2017 form, when he drove in 16 of his 40 runs and hit four of his 13 homers as a pinch-hitter. Story 

knows what Valaika can do defensively. 

"We were shortstop-second base for a couple years in the Minor Leagues -- he's the guy I had the most experience with," 

Story said. "Anytime he comes over there to second, we never miss a beat. I feel like I've never seen him make an error, 

especially out there when we're doing our work. He's very solid, has good footwork, and the ball's always where it's 

supposed to be." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019?list=ss
https://www.mlb.com/news/top-100-mlb-players-for-2019/c-303970816
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Black likes Blackmon in role of leading man 
Rockies skipper also seeking dedicated 8th-inning arm to set up Davis 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- A year after looking for ways to move Charlie Blackmon out of the leadoff spot, Rockies manager 

Bud Black is counting the reasons to keep him up top. 

"With Charlie, there's danger right out of the gate with a potential home run, extra-base hit," Black said. "It's a quality at-

bat the first at-bat of the game -- the pitcher is on guard, man. 

"And I like the fact that one of our better players gets the extra at-bats when we get toward the end of the game." 

Early last spring, Black experimented with Raimel Tapia hitting leadoff and Blackmon third. The project, at least as a 

primary strategy, was scrapped when the Rockies signed Carlos Gonzalez during Spring Training and restored 

Blackmon to the first spot. 

Blackmon ended up hitting first in 95 games, with a .291/.366/.513 slash line in those 436 plate appearances. But at times 

to jump-start the offense, the Rockies went with DJ LeMahieu first. Blackmon produced the same .291 average in the No. 

2 hole, although he saw drops in on-base percentage (.344) and slugging (.466). 

It's possible Blackmon, who also started eight games in the No. 3 hole, could have hit out of the top spot in more games. 

But LeMahieu, who signed a two-year contract with the Yankees this winter, went on the injured list three times. 

Interestingly, new Rockies first baseman Daniel Murphy, after missing the early part of last season with the Nationals, 

produced a .317/.341/.516 slash line in 31 games leading off last season with the Nats and Cubs. However, Black said 

Murphy would hit high in the order but not necessarily at the top. 

Two younger competitors for roster spots and playing time, Tapia and second-base hopeful Garrett Hampson, have the 

speed and hitting style of a traditional leadoff man, but Black noted that those players have not yet done it in the Majors. 

Blackmon is proven. In 2017, he led the National League with a .331 batting average, set a record with 103 (of his 104) 

RBIs from the top spot and hit 37 home runs. He didn't fight the strategies last year. 

"I don't think it was hard for me to move out of the leadoff spot," Blackmon said. "I think it's more difficult for someone to 

move into the leadoff spot. But we have a lot of capable hitters in the lineup that can do it. I don't think they'll have any 

trouble making that adjustment." 

The experienced Murphy isn't wed to any spot in the order. 

"Wherever Buddy sticks me," Murphy said. "I have no problems where I hit. I have no preferences where I hit. Between 

Buddy and the front office and Jeff [Bridich, the general manager], they're going to get together and construct a lineup 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/502517/daniel-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
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they think works the best for us to win ballgames. It doesn't necessarily mean we'll have the same lineup every single 

day." 

 

The eighth wonder 

With former Rockies primary righty setup man Adam Ottavino plying his trade with the Yankees, Black will need to fill the 

eighth inning. While he likes to mix and match at other points of the game, he believes bullpens work best with a 

dedicated closer (Wade Davis, in Colorado's case) and an eighth-inning guy. 

As light as 212 pounds last year, Rockies closer Wade Davis is 230 -- a nod to Colorado's atmosphere. "You've got to 

have a little bit higher calorie intake when you're in Colorado to maintain that weight, because you are burning it a little 

faster with less oxygen," he says. 

"That is advantageous if you have those two pitchers at the end that can wipe out left-, right-handed hitters, it doesn't 

matter," Black said. "They have weapons. They have performance." 

Righties Scott Oberg and Seunghwan Oh finished last season solidly and are candidates for the role, but Black said he'll 

let Spring Training performance guide his decision. Bounce-back candidates such as lefty Jake McGee and righty Bryan 

Shaw could also work into the role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw


    

5 

 

Saunders: Loss of DJ LeMahieu, CarGo means the Rockies will need to find new leaders in 2019 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | Feb. 16, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Leadership, clubhouse chemistry and a team’s mental toughness are difficult to define and even 

harder to measure. 

Nonetheless, I believe that developing those traits could very well make or break the Rockies’ playoff hopes in 2019. 

But first, some caveats. 

Fans — and media — often overreact to emotions displayed on the field, in the dugout and in interviews. The truth is, 

even a beat writer such as myself, who’s around the Rockies a good deal of time, can’t always measure the true pulse of 

team. Plus, professional players don’t have to be best buddies in order for a team to win. 

Players tell me things off the record, and complaints, gripes and critiques of teammates are not uncommon. But I’m not 

privy to what’s said in the training room, during workouts, at the team dining table or on the team plane. That’s the players’ 

private world and they want to keep it that way. 

This I do know: the work ethic set by Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon, the team’s two-highest paid players, is huge. 

Neither of them are “rah-rah” guys, but they are tough, well-respected players who set the tone for the whole team. 

I also know this: the Rockies are going to miss DJ LeMahieu, Carlos Gonzalez and Gerardo Parra. 

LeMahieu, now wearing Yankees pinstripes, is a contradiction. In the clubhouse, at least in front of the media, he is quiet, 

passive, and almost intentionally boring. But ask any Rockies player and they’ll tell you that no one is tougher or more 

competitive on the diamond. 

CarGo was a big brother for so many of Rockies, especially his fellow Latin players. He kept things loose, but he could be 

deadly serious when it was needed. 

Do you bleed purple? 

Plus, CarGo was the media’s go-to guy. Fans might not care about that, but every club needs a player who will speak 

honestly to media, in good times and bad. CarGo was that guy, always front and center after a win or a loss. His presence 

often meant that Arenado and Blackmon didn’t have to deal with the heat. 

Parra was the court jester, the class clown. His banter and antics sometimes annoyed some of his teammates, but his 

heart was always in the right place. Plus, he was a respected, gritty, veteran ballplayer. 

What does the “team chemistry” of the 2019 Rockies look like? It’s way too early to tell, but the mixing will begin in spring 

training. I’ll be curious to see how newcomer Daniel Murphy fits in, or how young players such as Ryan 

McMahon and Garrett Hampson mature. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106108
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43796
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115279
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115279
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118891
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One thing is certain, leadership must be organic. A manager or the front office can’t simply proclaim that so-and-so must 

be a team leader. The Rockies tried that with Troy Tulowitzki after the 2010 season when he signed a 10-year, $157.75 

million contract extension. 

Tulo was never the leader the Rockies wanted him to be, in part because he expected everyone to approach the game 

the same way he did. Given his single-minded passion for the game, that was never going to happen. It caused some 

clubhouse friction. 

Jerry Schemmel, the play-by-play man for KOA radio, raised an interesting point during a SABR event in Denver last 

month. Schemmel said that there are two types of leaders you don’t want. One, you don’t want a guy who leads 

everybody to the strip club after a game. Two, you don’t want a leader who thinks his way is the only way. 

It will be interesting to see how the personality and chemistry develop for a Rockies team that has been through major 

changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/troy-tulowitzki/
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Rockies pitcher Jeff Hoffman is ready to “blow you away” with a fastball closing in on 99 mph 
Centerpiece of 2015 “Tulo” trade has had checkered career 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — There was a time when Jeff Hoffman could step on the gas whenever he needed to. That was a 

big reason why Toronto selected him with the ninth overall pick in the 2014 draft. 

Scouting reports recorded a fastball that screamed to the plate at 93-96 mph and sometimes reached as high as 98. 

Hoffman, 26, who has had a checkered career since coming to the Rockies from the Blue Jays as the centerpiece of 

the Troy Tulowitzki trade in 2015, wants to become that pitcher again. 

“For me, it’s getting back to who I am, and that’s being a powerful pitcher,” said Hoffman, who hopes to compete with 

fellow right-handers Chad Bettis and Antonio Senzatela for the final spot in the rotation. “I don’t want try to be something 

I’m not. So I’m not going to go out and hit 10 out of 10 spots, but I am going to blow you away with heaters. 

“And I’m going to put you away with a big breaking ball. That means being aggressive and being me. If that means airing 

one out at somebody’s neck, I will.” 

Frustration defined Hoffman’s 2018 season. A right shoulder/rotator cuff impingement in spring training derailed his 

chance of being in the rotation. He spent most of his season at Triple-A Albuquerque, where he went 6-8 with a 4.97 ERA 

and 104 strikeouts vs. 104 walks. He pitched in six games at the big-league level, but made just one start as his ERA 

soared to 9.35. 

Since making his big-league debut in 2016, Hoffman is 6-9 with a 5.88 ERA in 37 games, including 22 starts. It’s not what 

the Rockies, nor Hoffman, wanted or expected. So he rededicated himself this offseason, working out at the X2 Athletics 

training facility in Scottsdale. He also checked into Driveline Baseball in Kent, Wash., a training center that evaluated his 

bio-mechanics. The third piece to his offseason puzzle was taking a five-week course with Brian Cain, a mental 

performance coach. 

The results were encouraging. During one session at X2 Athletics, his fastball was clocked at a personal-best 98.6 mph. 

That’s good news to manager Bud Black. 

“That’s great. I’m in,” Black said Friday. “A power pitcher, to me, is a guy who possesses a good arm, a powerful arm, and 

Jeff has that. He was a No. 1 draft pick for a reason. He still has the capability to show that talent, with his fastball and 

with his stuff.” 

Black is encouraged by Hoffman’s offseason and his attitude. 

“If Jeff feels he wants to get back to that mentality, great. I like that mindset,” Black said. “That tells me: aggression, 

attack, power, coming at you … all of those things you want to say.” 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/116576
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/troy-tulowitzki/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/107054
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118211
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The other key for Hoffman will be mixing his fastball with a traditional, big-breaking curveball. It’s an effective pitch, but 

one that can be difficult to master. 

Colorado’s other young starters, especially lefty Kyle Freeland and right-hander German Marquez, have harnessed their 

talents. If Hoffman wants a shot at making the back end of the rotation, he needs to do the same. 

“If you look at the model of what needs to happen, he’s got that sort ability,” general manager Jeff Bridich said. “He’s got 

the pitch mix. He’s got the (velocity). He’s got the durability and ability to do all of that. It needs to happen, and he needs 

to look no further than the people ahead of him and their results.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/116575
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113792
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jeff-bridich/
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Charlie Blackmon will be the Rockies’ leadoff batter in 2019 
Manager Bud Black likes Blackmon’s “danger out of the gate” 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — When the Rockies open their regular season March 28 at Miami, expect Charlie Blackmon to take 

Colorado’s first official plate appearance of the season. 

Manager Bud Black made that clear Friday when he discussed lineup possibilities for the upcoming season. 

“I’m initially thinking that Charlie is going to lead off, then we will decide from there,” Black said. “I’ve always liked the fact 

that with Charlie there is always danger right out of the gate, with a potential home run, an extra-base hit. It’s a quality at-

bat, and with the first at-bat of the game, the pitcher is on guard.” 

In 2017, hitting almost exclusively from the leadoff spot, Blackmon hit .331 en route to winning the National League 

batting title. He also mashed 37 home runs, and 103 of his 104 RBIs came out of the leadoff spot, setting a major-league 

record. 

Last year, beginning in spring training, the Rockies experimented with Blackmon hitting from the No. 2 spot, behind now-

departed second baseman DJ LeMahieu, who led off 63 times. In part because of injuries to LeMahieu, Blackmon ended 

up leading off in 95 games, slashing .291/.366/.513 with 18 home runs in 388 at-bats. 

He hit from the No. 2 hole 49 times, slashing .291/.344/.466 with eight home runs in 206 at-bats. 

Black also noted that new first baseman Daniel Murphy, who signed a two-year, $24 million free-agent deal during the 

offseason, provides Colorado with needed lineup flexibility. 

“He’s a top-of-the-order bat,” Black said. “With his on-base skills and quality at-bats, you want him at the top of the order. 

We’ll figure it out as we go forward to see where this all plays out. He’s capable of good offense. Whether it’s hitting 

second, third or fourth, he’ll be productive.” 

Murphy has hit from the No. 2 slot in 384 starts, more than any other spot in his career, batting .306. 

Do you bleed purple? 

Set ’em up. The Rockies lost right-handed setup man Adam Ottavino to free agency and the Yankees, meaning that 

Black needs to find a reliable pitcher for the eighth inning. While Black will use a variety of pitchers in other situations, he 

prefers to have a designated closer — in this case Wade Davis — as well as a consistent set-up man. 

So who replaces Ottavino? Black said that righties Scott Oberg and Seunghwan Oh, both of whom pitched well in the 

second half last season, are prime candidates for the job. Black noted, however, that performance in spring training will be 

a determining factor. 
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He also said that left-hander Jake McGee and righty Bryan Shaw, both of whom struggled mightily last season, could also 

work in that role if they bounce back. 
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Ex-Padres manager Bud Black earns reputation as baseball’s ‘great communicator’ 
 
Bryce Miller | The San Diego Union-Tribune | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

To the uninformed ear, the rambling dialogue sounds like script brainstorming for a show that blends the movie “Major 

League” and TV staple “Seinfeld.” 

The scene: Two men settle into chairs at a table in a fancy restaurant. They listen to the waiter rattle off the specials. One 

man orders. 

“We’ve got this inside joke about the seafood tower and what’s ‘big-league’ and ‘not big-league,’ ” said Colorado 

Rockies General Manager Jeff Bridich, walking through just one of many odd-ball conversations with manager Bud Black. 

“You know, you go to a nice steakhouse and get the seafood tower and it’s way overrated.” 

Scene develops: The other man becomes animated about his friend’s choice. 

“It’s like, ‘We’re not getting a (expletive) seafood tower!’ ” said Black, playing the role as if the academy might be 

watching. “ ‘It’s like 8,000 little shrimp. It’s all ice and smoke.’ ” 

There’s no such deception with Black, who indisputably is big-league. Beginning his third spring training in his current job, 

the 61-year-old who lives in Rancho Santa Fe is the first manager in the history of the Rockies to guide the club to the 

playoffs in back-to-back seasons. For a franchise lacking deep historical roots, bedeviled by altitude and how it reshapes 

the game, the consistently competitive chase of the Dodgers in the NL West has sparked rare optimism. 

The NL Manager of the Year in 2010 with the Padres, Black picked up the third-most votes for the same honor in 2018. 

Biographies label Black, simply and without telling context, an MLB manager. In truth, his differentiating skill comes as 

one of the most polished relationship builders in baseball. 

No, there’s not the flash of the Cubs’ Joe Maddon. There’s not the video-board pranks and shirtless workout of 

the Indians’ Terry Francona. Black’s more subtle. More wink-wink. And in sum, more unique. 

The man who wired $20,000 from spring training in Florida at his wife’s request in 1997 to snap up their current home, 

sight unseen, nurtures those delicate and critical ties between people navigating a multi-billion-dollar game. He knows 

when to push. He knows when to plant a reassuring palm on someone’s back. He knows when to bust the ice by 

complaining about … seafood towers. 

“When I think about Buddy, he’s one of the most natural communicators I’ve ever been around in my life,” said longtime 

friend Mark Shapiro, president of the Toronto Blue Jays. “He’s able to transcend culture, age, background, perspectives 

and connect with almost every single person I’ve ever met. 

“You can call it charisma or whatever you want to call it, but to me it’s just a natural and authentic ability.” 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-manager-of-the-year-award-EVSPR000090-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-cubs-ORSPT000165-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cleveland-indians-ORSPT000009-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/toronto-blue-jays-ORSPT000030-topic.html
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How quickly can Black earn trust? Former teammate Charles Nagy, a three-time All-Star arm with the Indians, remembers 

walking into the Cleveland clubhouse for the first time after a call-up in 1990. 

Black, a fellow pitcher, approached. 

“He welcomed me,” said Nagy, who lives in Solana Beach. “Big handshake. It was the first time I’d met all those guys, 

because they didn’t have spring training that year — it was a lockout year. (When the season initially started) I was 

already gone, playing minor-league ball.” 

One day, Black told Nagy that he had selected the rookie’s number … 41. Black, traded to the Blue Jays before landing 

with the Giants, never explained the reason. Nagy pondered what Zen thinking led his new mentor to the designator that 

ended up on his back for a pair of World Series runs. 

The mystery persisted. 

“It took me about five years to track him down and ask him why,” Nagy said. “At the time, I thought it must have been 

special or a little bit meaningful. I found later it was like, it’s either that or 76 and 41 looks better.” 

These days, Black claims it was a tribute to Hall of Fame pitcher Tom Seaver. Foggy memories? Revisionist history? 

That’s unclear. What’s crystal: Black finds a way to wade past the barriers, machete through the hang-ups and wave away 

the doubts to earn your ear. 

“When you get a young kid out there on the mound and his heart’s beating like a rabbit, his mind’s going 1,000 places a 

minute, Buddy has a way of settling that person down,” Nagy said. “It’s just, ‘Hey, we need a nice little fastball down and 

away right here.’ Next thing you know it’s, ‘I can do that.’ It puts you at ease. 

“He can talk to anybody and make them feel comfortable.” 

Black attempted to explain. 

“The ability to play with others in the sand box or the board room, it’s critical,” he said. 

Do you play well with others? 

“I would like to think that I do,” Black said. “If you don’t, you’re in trouble in baseball.” 

 

S.D. roots tap happiness, hurt 

Just before 11 a.m. on June 15, 2015, Black entered the clubhouse at Petco Park. He slipped into uniform and dove into 

his normal pre-game routine. Then he walked to the office of General Manager A.J. Preller, who wanted to talk. 

Black expected the chit-chat to center around the team, which slid a game below .500 after a deflating 12th-inning loss to 

the Dodgers a day earlier. An over-the-shoulder, wall-crashing catch by Joc Pederson on Justin Upton’s potential game 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
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winner in the bottom of the ninth was all that prevented the Padres from sitting on the plus side of the intriguing season’s 

win-loss ledger. 

There was plenty to hash out, given the avalanche of new faces and complex personalities Preller had tasked Black to 

mold: There was Upton, Matt Kemp, James Shields, Derek Norris and Wil Myers — a failed spending spree that caused 

many to briefly label Preller the “Rock Star GM.” 

“I just thought we were going to talk about our team,” Black recalled. “I was in uniform for that day’s game. A.J. said, 

‘We’re going to make a change.’ ” 

So much swirled. What was the first question Black asked? 

“I didn’t ask any,” he said. 

Black understood that decisions like those are far past the point of debate by the time they reach your ears. He returned 

to the clubhouse, peeled off the uniform he’d just put on, thanked a couple of clubhouse attendants who had arrived early 

and drove home. He didn’t watch the game. 

Without hint or notice, a big-league manager found himself awkwardly adrift in the middle of the season. 

“A good friend got ahold of me. He said, ‘Do you want to go fishing in Alaska?’ ” Black said. “That’s something I never 

could do during the season. I thought about it and said, ‘Hell yes. Let’s go.’ So I went to Alaska for 10 days.” 

Bending rods on remote lakes just north of the Alaskan Peninsula allowed Black a chance to decompress and process. 

Being blindsided in San Diego, however, delivered a special type of hurt. 

Since the moment a determined kid from small-town Washington slipped a note under the door of former San Diego State 

baseball coach Jim Dietz to ask for a leap-of-faith chance to pitch, the city had become home. 

“One day this will all be over, but I’ll still live in San Diego,” Black said as spring training closed last year. “It hurt me when 

the Chargers left. I still want the Clippers back. I want the Aztecs to win every night in any sport. I want USD to do well. I 

follow the Holy Bowl, Cathedral versus Saints. 

“All that stuff. I’m in.” 

Black’s unexpected pivot to an uncertain future confused many. 

“He handled the situation with as much class as anyone could have handled it,” Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, a former 

Padres coach who ran the club the day Black was released, told the Union-Tribune. “In my opinion, he should still be the 

manager of the San Diego Padres. 

“He’s in a different environment (with the Rockies). He’s in an organization trending upward and he’s a big part of it. He 

does it with integrity, makes players better, all that stuff.” 

A different San Diego memory causes a smile to creep across Black’s face. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/derek-norris-PESPT0015439-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-padres-fire-manager-bud-black-dave-roberts-2015jun15-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dave-roberts-PESPTF00376-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-dave-roberts-replaces-bud-black-padres-manager-2015jun15-story.html
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When the former Aztecs pitcher attended the 1986 Holiday Bowl — just a year after collecting a World Series ring with 

the Royals — San Diego State’s 39-38 loss to Iowa see-sawed late. One play jolted Black out of his seat at Jack Murphy 

Stadium. 

“Something good happened for the Aztecs and I went like this (arms rocketing skyward in celebration),” he said. “And my 

ring comes off my finger. I was like, ‘YES!’ and bam, there goes the ring. It went backwards. I’d had a few beers, but that 

woke me up. I was like, ‘Oh (expletive), where’d it go?’ I had to go row by row until I found somebody who had it. 

“I was panicked.” 

The great communicator, at a rare loss for words. 

 

Unforgettable pitches 

Asked to pinpoint the best pitch of his life, Black considered everything from Little League to the World Series. 

Somewhere among those 2,053-plus Major League innings, the 1,039 strikeouts, the 398 games, the 15 years, must rest 

the perfect combination of plan and big-moment execution. 

Then he revealed that the pitch doesn’t live there. As he explained, Black revealed even more about himself. 

“It was 1982. Spring training. Fort Myers, Fla.,” said Black, launching into the story. “I just got traded from Seattle to 

Kansas City. The previous winter I was in winter ball and the Mariners traded for Manny Castillo, a third baseman in 

Omaha who was behind George (Brett). He led the American Association in hitting for a couple years. He was a good little 

player. The Mariners acquired him for a player to be named later.” 

When spring training arrived, the trade’s loose end lingered. 

“Well, I was the player to be named later,” Black said. “So in the middle of spring training, I went from Tempe to Fort 

Myers. That very first game, we’re playing the Red Sox. First inning, two outs, nobody on. I’m facing (Hall of Famer) Jim 

Rice. 

“The count got to 3-2. The catcher called for an inside fastball. There I am, my first game as a Royal. I’d been there two 

days. I threw a fastball right on the inside corner, right at his belt and he swung through it.” 

First inning of a spring training game? The best pitch of his life? 

Why? 

“I came off the mound and (late manager) Dick Howser, the pitching coach, the players, they were all patting me on the 

back,” Black said. “That was the first time they’d seen me. It was like, ‘Who’s this left-handed pitcher from Seattle?’ I’ll 

always remember that fastball as a first impression.” 

Plenty of real-game drama awaited. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
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Black started for the Royals in the infamous “Pine Tar Game” on July 24, 1983, against the Yankees. In a matchup of 

future Hall of Famers, Brett hammered a two-out, two-run homer off reliever Goose Gossage in the top of the ninth inning 

at Yankee Stadium. 

By the time Brett returned to the dugout, Yankees manager Billy Martin was boisterously lobbying umpires to rule the bat 

had more than the permissible amount of pine tar on it. When umpires agreed after a long delay, Brett was called out and 

the game, momentarily, was considered over. 

The Royals protested to American League President Lee MacPhail, who decided the home run would count and the game 

would be picked up another day. 

“George didn’t even go because he was thrown out of the game,” Black said. “We played four outs at Yankee Stadium in 

the presence of basically no one, which was truly bizarre. A lot of the guys didn’t get off the plane. They just waited for us 

at the airport. They were just hammered. Just absolutely boxed. It was their day off.” 

On Sept. 17, 1984, at Anaheim Stadium, Black found himself entrenched in another historic moment. He mowed through 

the Angels at Anaheim Stadium, allowing just three hits through eight innings of a 10-1 win. 

That sole earned run belonged to Reggie Jackson, who launched the 500th home run of his career. 

“It’s still clear in my mind,” Black said. “There was a lot of fanfare for Reggie. He’d been on 499 for a while. It was a 3-1 

fastball. Eighth inning. Middle-in. Belt-high. Crushed it. 

“What was cool to me, a little bit, was when he rounded third base. He looked at me and tipped his hat. I sort of tipped my 

hat back, knowing we would be forever linked to that moment.” 

 

‘Never big-timed anybody’ 

None of it — Reggie’s trot, Brett’s bat, the World Series — seemed to change Black. He remained grounded, seemingly 

always. 

When former Aztecs baseball teammate Jeff Doyle operated a vending-machine business, he would receive calls from 

Black. He was a big-leaguer, filling time during the offseason. 

The thought of bouncing from stop to stop, replacing machines and emptying coin boxes, was unlikely to appeal to 

anyone – let alone a well-paid professional athlete. The pair bounced from Chula Vista to Torrey Pines High School, filling 

orders. 

“I remember when I was in the corporate world with Pepsi and would do a big deal for the Holiday Bowl,” Doyle said. “I’d 

turn around and he was a few stalls over playing drinking games with my dad, keeping him occupied. I’m entertaining 

guests and this major leaguer is hanging out with my dad. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-padres-mlb-notes-pine-tar-black-2013jul24-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/american-league-15007001-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/reggie-jackson-PESPT003547-topic.html
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“He’s never freakin’ changed. You wait for it, but it never happens. He’s so down to earth.” 

Shapiro, the Blue Jays executive, remembers dragging Black to Kinston, N.C., to check out the organization’s minor-

league club. The laser-focused front-office guy always stayed at the closest hotel to minimize travel and maximize 

efficiency. 

Black suggested the pair stay 40 minutes away, along the coast. 

“He was like, ‘Man, I’ve never put my feet in the Atlantic Ocean. Let’s stay closer to the beach,’ ” Shapiro said. “I was a 

30-year-old major league executive locked in, working 80 hours a week. I was on a mission. But Blackie has us 40 

minutes away so he can dip his toes in the ocean for five seconds. 

“We still laugh about it today, but it was just a reminder that there’s more to life.” 

Black, ever the relationship-building conversationalist, had a plan. 

“It gave us time to talk, which is important,” he said. “Today, everybody texts and all that (expletive). I think you’ve got to 

talk.” 

When the organization’s club in Buffalo won a championship, Shapiro phoned Black. The man who had played big-league 

ball for a decade and a half and won a World Series was hollering on the other end – as a minor-league pitching coach. 

The enthusiasm puzzled Shapiro. 

“He said, ‘Mark, it’s a championship. Whether it’s Little League, the minor leagues or the World Series, they needed to be 

celebrated,’ ” Shapiro said. “He said, ‘You don’t know when you’ll get another one.’ Again, that’s another lesson for me. 

“Listen, it was pretty clear that Blackie wasn’t going to settle into a life of playing 18 holes of golf five days a week and 

having a couple drinks at the country club, talking about his career. Being a competitor transcends his playing career.” 

Boyhood friend Kirc Roland, now the athletic director at Lower Columbia College in Longview, Wash., said Black’s special 

mix of traits revealed themselves early. 

“You’d be walking down the hallway and a special ed kid would come up or whatever, and Bud would know him by first 

name,” Roland said. “You’d say, ‘How do you know him?’ He’d say, ‘He’s great. I had him in a class.’ Buddy always was a 

skilled athlete, but he never had a sense he was special or better than anybody. He’s never judgmental. 

“Buddy’s never big-timed everybody.” 

That personality plays — at any altitude. 

Just forget the seafood tower. It’s all ice and (expletive) smoke. 

== 

Chance meeting, half-century in the making 

When Bud Black heard the words from a total stranger at Anaheim Stadium, it stopped him in his tracks. 
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The pitching coach for the Angels was getting his starter ready for a game with less than a half hour before first pitch. An 

older man had descended the stadium stairs, trying to get his attention. 

“I heard him yelling my name,” Black said in the office of his San Diego County home. “I go over to the railing and he 

introduces himself. He says, ‘I used to watch your dad play hockey for the L.A. Monarchs.’ 

“I said, ‘No way. Tell me about it.’ ” 

Black’s father, Harry, was a hockey player in his native Canada. When he turned 17, he had to choose between the 

traditional route of playing junior hockey or accepting a unique invitation to join the blossoming team being put together at 

USC. 

“Fast forward, my dad graduated from ’SC and played seven years in the (Pacific Coast) Hockey League with the L.A. 

Monarchs and Hollywood Wolves at the old Pan-Pacific (Auditorium) in L.A. 

“So now, this guy tells me, ‘I remember one game, I was about 9 years old. The game was over. The players were coming 

off the ice and your dad threw me his stick.’ He said, ‘I still have it. I just wondered if you want it.’ ” 

Black stood stunned. 

When the man later brought the stick to the game, the aged Northland had his father’s name and date on it: 3/15/1947. 

In an office housing a weathered “40” from the manual scoreboard at Fenway Park that matches Black’s playing number, 

a prized picture hugging late Padres announcer Jerry Coleman and baseballs signed by Sandy Koufax and Bobby 

Thomson, one treasure stands above all others. 

“The guy kept it for more than 50 years,” Black said. “How awesome is that?” 

== 

Did You Know? 

Bud Black, 61, is the manager of the Colorado Rockies, the former manager of the Padres and 2010 NL Manager of the 

Year. 

 

Movie moment and mystery: Black briefly appeared in the movie “Rookie of the Year,” in an aerial shot as he warmed 

up on the field before a Cubs-Giants game at Wrigley Field. 

The entertainment industry website IMDB.com, however, credits him as playing a banjo player in a movie called 

“Bollywood and Vine” in 2004. The bio correctly lists his birthday and his marriage to wife Nan, while also accurately 

mentioning the couple’s two children. 

“What?????? Never heard of that,” Black texted recently. “For the record ….. not musically gifted!! I’m sure it killed it. 

Wasn’t it up for best picture??” 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-rookie-of-the-year-award-EVSPR000089-topic.html
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Surf story: When Black arrived in San Diego to play baseball for the Aztecs, he tried to surf. The adventurous experiment 

was short-lived. 

“I had an apartment on 55th,” he said. “My buddy and I were like, let’s go surfing. We’re in Cali. Let’s do it. So we went to 

(Ocean Beach) and rented a couple of surfboards. We had no idea what we were doing. 

“For the first hour, we couldn’t get past the break. We were done. One try. I’ve never been on a surfboard since.” 

 

Musical shift: Black has developed a friendship with country music star Chris Stapleton and his band. The link has grown 

to the point where Black invited Stapleton into a hitter’s meeting before a Cardinals series and the professed classic rock 

fan later attended the Country Music Awards. 

“I threw batting practice to the band last summer,” Black said. “Stapleton got in there for a couple hacks. The bass player 

had a good swing.” 

 

Distracting driver: When told that friend and NL West rival Dave Roberts, manager of the Dodgers, questioned Black’s 

driving skills — he made no effort to argue his case. 

“He’s not alone,” Black said. “My wife and daughters will tell you there’s not a day that goes by that I’m not honked at. At 

spring training over the years in Arizona, I would get a bigger SUV so all the coaches could ride together and talk. After a 

couple of years in San Diego, one of the coaches said, ‘Hey, you’re out. You’re not driving.’ 

“So I haven’t drove in 11 years. (White Sox manager) Rick Renteria drove, Doc (Roberts) drove, now (Rockies bench 

coach) Mike Redmond drives.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/st.-louis-cardinals-ORSPT000027-topic.html
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Daniel Murphy: Rockies have “realistic shot at winning the World Series” 
 
Patrick Lyons | BSN Denver | Feb. 16, 2019 
 

Scottsdale, AZ – The scene inside the Rockies clubhouse for Daniel Murphy’s arrival at the Salt River Fields baseball 

complex today was rather unlike his previous experiences in New York, Washington, D.C., and Chicago. 

When the veteran infielder first appeared in front of his locker, he was descended upon by a scrum of reporters totaling 

just three. 

The former Chicago Cubs infielder immediately took the opportunity to discuss his excitement to be with Colorado, noting 

that the team “took another step last year playing in the Division Series. I had a front row seat to that on the way there.” 

He continued with the praise of the club, complementing, “I think the starting pitching is underrated, really underrated, 

especially with the kind of year Kyle (Freeland) had last year.” 

After the Wild Card Game loss at the hands of Freeland and the Rockies, Murphy took some time away from the game to 

be with family and when he was ready to shift his focus to 2019, he noted “the Rockies were as excited to have me as I 

was to come, which it doesn’t always work out that way in this industry.” 

Though he left his 2015 National League Championship ring at home for the time being, the decision to stay in the Senior 

Circuit was more coincidental than anything. 

“For me, I’m getting older in my career and trying to identify teams that I think that has a realistic shot at winning the World 

Series; this was definitely one of them,” Murphy added.   

Murphy played at the hot corner through the minors with a Mets organization who had David Wright installed as their 

franchise third baseman, so a move to second base was the next logical fit for the Jacksonville, FL, native. 

After spending a majority of his career at second to sub-par defense, the seemingly permanent move to first base is a 

welcomed one with the Rockies: 

“It’s probably the position I’m the most comfortable. It’s probably the one I’m the most productive defensively. I kind of 

learned second base on the fly. For some reason, maybe it’s because I came up as a third baseman, first base came a 

little bit more naturally.” 

He even poked fun at himself by quipping, “I don’t mind having a bigger glove, which is always nice.” 

As for thoughts on the offensive side, Murphy gave a typical, team player response, saying, “I have no problems where I 

hit, no preferences where I hit. I think that between Buddy, the front office and Jeff (Bridich), they’re going to get together 

and construct the lineup they think works the best for us to win ball games. Doesn’t necessarily mean it’s the same lineup 

every single day, but I’ll play and hit wherever they want me to.” 
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Murphy would also like to be a great teammate by sharing his ten seasons of knowledge as a major leaguer, not to 

mention his twenty-five games of playoff experience. 

The most effective method is not overly preaching about his approach at the plate, according to Murphy. 

“I really enjoy talking hitting, but I’m never going to force my views on someone because I’ve always felt I want it to be a 

dialogue,” the three-time All-Star said. “If it ever turns into a monologue, then any information you’re trying to get through 

is not ready to be received.” 

“I like to think about it as a dialogue and I’m always willing to talk, but I’m going to try as hard as I can to not impose my 

beliefs on someone else,” he added. 

In 2019, Murphy will enter camp in markedly better condition than last year, when he had offseason knee surgery with the 

Nationals. 

“(This offseason) was probably similar to a normal offseason.” Murphy continued, “I started working out a bit earlier just to 

see if I could strengthen my body a bit. Plus, I didn’t have the same wear and tear that a lot of guys had, especially this 

team going deep into the postseason. Started working out a bit earlier, feel healthy and hopefully, that will translate into 

production on the field.” 

Before heading out to the field to bat with the first group of hitters that included Trevor Story and Pat Valaika, Murphy 

discussed the final member of the foursome, All-World third baseman Nolan Arenado. 

“It’s always nice to play with Nolan because that means he can’t steal any base hits from you. I’ve seen him do it to me 

and to our team. It’s been such a treat to watch Nolan from afar. I’m excited to watch him closely, to see what he does 

that everybody else doesn’t get to see. Kind of get a peek behind the curtain when you get to play with someone.” 

Both teammate and media alike will be anxious to get their own first peek of Murphy during these initial days in Rockies 

camp. 
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Time is ripe for Rockies to make some franchise defining extensions 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

Back at the Winter Meetings in December, I asked Colorado Rockies GM Jeff Bridich a question about the possibility of 

extending some of his young players, buying out their arbitration years in a similar fashion to the way the club has in the 

past with players like Troy Tulowitzki and Carlos Gonzalez. 

Bridich understandably was reluctant to go into details and noted that his primary focus at the time was in making outside-

the-organization moves which ultimately resulted in the signing of veterans Daniel Murphy and Mark Reynolds. 

But he didn’t entirely sidestep the question either, electing to recognize the purpose behind why (and about who) I might 

be wondering would make sense to extend. 

Without either of us naming specific names, he concluded his statement about constantly being on the lookout for such 

opportunities by saying, “But yes, I agree with you; we have some guys where that would make sense.” 

And now it is the season. The extension season. 

In the past few days, it has been announced that Aaron Nola has been extended by the Philadelphia Phillies and Luis 

Severino by the New York Yankees, both on deals of four years worth $40 million. 

This could mean some big things for the Colorado club. 

First of all, these deals seem like a perfect blueprint for what the Rockies could (and likely should) offer their own young 

but uber-talented arms, Kyle Freeland and German Marquez. 

It’s obviously good money that, by the end of the deal, may end up being less than what either guy could make in 

arbitration if they continue their upward trajectory the way they did in 2018. On the other hand, the player is favored in 

these types of extension offers through a bit of security should they experience injuries or the typical ups and downs in 

one’s early career. 

This type of cost certainty can also give the team clarity about the future of their finances. 

Jeff Passan of ESPN reports that Colorado has “discussed potential long-term deals with a number of their young 

starters” 

If the Nola and Severino contracts are indeed a fair cross comparison, it is absolutely something the Rockies can afford. 

With all the talk this offseason about the possibility of a Nolan Arenado extension, it may have gotten a bit lost that 

Colorado has very little on the books for 2020 and beyond. 

The Rockies can solidify a core of the future by locking in a few players and announce a clear path where the longterm 

future lies. 
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Not to be outdone, the Minnesota Twins extended two of their own, outfielder Max Kepler and shortstop Jorge Polanco, 

tying up each player for five seasons and over $60 million combined. 

So, you can absolutely add Trevor Story’s name to this equation as well, though the fact that he has already reached 

arbitration might make it slightly more difficult since he projects to make a bit more money. 

Whatever the specifics, I would not be at all surprised based on Bridich’s answer in December and recent movement 

around the league to see a string of announcements coming soon, especially if the Rockies can get Arenado locked up. 

Whether that is the first or last step, it makes sense that an agreement with Arenado would be paired with these 

extensions as each deal further clarifies the budget. 

It remains to be seen whether these bits of potential news will assuage fans who are frustrated with low-transaction 

offseason. 

But there will almost certainly be a renewed sense of energy and optimism if the Colorado Rockies can begin their most 

promising season ever with an unambiguous and steadfast declaration of their central identity for years to come. 
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A Comeback With The Rockies Would Be “Almost Storybook” For Michael Saunders 
 
Jack Etkin | Forbes SportsMoney Contributor | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

“I’ve played a long time in professional baseball,” said Saunders, who began his professional career in the Mariners’ 

organization in 2005. “I’ve played a lot of spring trainings. But this one is pretty special for me for a lot of reasons. To get 

this opportunity, it’s almost storybook for me. It’s something that I believe happened for a reason, and I’m not going to 

take for granted.” 

Particularly after his disheartening 2018 season that began with a two-day stop with Pittsburgh. Saunders flew to spring 

training in Bradenton, Fla., where the Pirates train, took his physical and signed a contract Feb. 21. Before that happened, 

Saunders said Pirates general manager Neal Huntington told him the Pirates were among the teams interested in 

outfielder Corey Dickerson, whom Tampa Bay had designated for assignment in a salary dump. Two days later, 

Huntington told Saunders the Pirates were about to trade for Dickerson. If there was a better opportunity elsewhere, 

Huntington told Saunders to take it; otherwise, the Pirates wanted to keep him in the organization. 

Saunders signed with Kansas City as a free agent with an opt-out clause at the end of spring training if he wasn’t on the 

big league roster. On March 24, the Royals told Saunders he wasn’t going to open the season with them, so he asked to 

opt out. He signed a minor league deal with Baltimore on April 2. Saunders hit .161 in 25 games for Triple-A Norfolk 

affiliate and opted out of his Baltimore contract May 15. He signed a minor league deal with the White Sox on May 20, hit 

.152 in 13 games for their Triple-A Charlotte affiliate and was released June 21. 

Clubs called Saunders’ agent. He didn’t want to sign with another team, preferring at that point to go home to Castle 

Rock, Co., which is about 30 miles south of Coors Field, and be with his wife and three young children. 

“I was 99 percent sure I was going to retire from the game,” Saunders said. “And I was even making phone calls for 

afterwards, whether it’s front office, coaching, scouting, whatever it is. I didn’t realize why I was doing that. I disliked the 

game. I didn’t figure I loved the game anymore.” 

Gradually, Saunders realized that wasn’t the case. He spoke to quite a few baseball people, including Jason Bates, a 

former Rockies infielder and close friend. Saunders was playing with the Mariners in 2011, and one of his teammates was 

pitcher Jamey Wright, who began his nomadic career with Colorado and played there with Bates. When Saunders told 

Wright he was going to move to Colorado, Wright suggested Saunders speak with Bates, a real estate agent in the 

Denver area who ended up working with Saunders. 
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Bates played for the Rockies from 1995-1998 before a serious foot injury ended his career. He played his final 

professional game at the Triple-A level in 2000 when he was 29. Bates said ‘regret” was something he spoke at length 

about with Saunders. 

“One of the things he mentioned to me,” Saunders said, “was, ‘Listen, the reason why I had to retire was because I was 

injured. You’re still young. You’re healthy. Why are you thinking about retiring? If I could go back in time, if I was healthy, 

I’d never retire.’ And that was something that really resonated with me a lot.” 

Saunders took two important steps designed to improve his play. He went to the Los Angeles area to work on his swing 

with Jay Gibbons, a former major league outfielder, and Robert Van Scoyoc, before the latter was hired by the Los 

Angeles Dodgers to be their hitting coach. And Saunders began speaking with Dr. Rick Perea, a Denver-based 

performance psychologist who has worked for the Rockies. 

“There were obviously some problems with my swing,” Saunders said. “And I needed to get better. Clean up my bat path. 

Get more into my legs. It wasn’t just physically but mentally as well...I think the biggest thing for me was getting my mind 

right and understanding that side of it and realizing that I still love the game of baseball, I still have a lot to give.” 

Saunders is best suited for a corner outfield spot. The Rockies outfield mix includes Charlie Blackmon, Ian Desmond and 

David Dahl as the projected starters, most likely in left, center and right fields respectively. Raimel Tapia, who is out of 

options, Noel Cuevas and Michael Tauchman will also compete in spring training for outfield spots. Desmond and Cuevas 

are the only right-handed hitters in that group. 

Saunders could end up starting the season at Triple-A Albuquerque where the possibility of playing into June exists before 

possibly opting out of his contract. But Saunders didn’t work hard this winter and then head to spring training eyeing 

another Triple-A sojourn. 

“I know I have something to prove, and I’m ready to do that,” Saunders said. “I’m just thankful for the opportunity. I know if 

I go out there and do my thing, I can compete and I can contribute to a major league ballclub.” 
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Daniel Murphy’s arrival already put the Rockies lineup in focus. His influence is still pending. 
 
Nick Groke | The Athletic | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Was he talking to the baseball? Calling his shots? Muttering about sliders in batting practice? Or 

was Daniel Murphy, chirping like a bored bird in a cage, sharing the classified clues to hitting that might finally boost a 

lagging Rockies offense? 

“I was telling all the guys, who probably weren’t interested anyway, that I was trying to draw the ball,” Murphy said. 

He did draw the ball, a hook shot from his compact swing that sailed over the right-field fence toward the Pima Freeway 

beyond Salt River Fields. Murphy is Colorado’s newest veteran first baseman. The 33-year-old left-handed hitter, 

who signed a two-year, $24 million contract in December, fit nicely in a hitting rotation Thursday morning with Nolan 

Arenado and Trevor Story. 

Murphy’s arrival, after his half-season of 2018 that was dragged down by an injury, he hopes will be more than a career 

revival. The three-time All-Star came to the Rockies looking for glory and he has little time for rebuilds. 

“For me, I’m getting older in my career and trying to identify teams that I think have a realistic shot at winning the World 

Series,” Murphy said. “And this was definitely one of them. To be here and especially on multiple years, me and my family 

are excited about it.” 

Just two days into spring training and nearly a week before position players officially report, the Rockies’ lineup already is 

in focus. Manager Bud Black confirmed that Ian Desmond will move from first base to center field, his new primary 

position. Murphy will be the No. 1 first baseman, backed up by Ryan McMahon and veteran Mark Reynolds, who signed a 

minor-league deal in late January. 

Murphy’s spot in the order will likely fall anywhere from second to fifth. He has hit in the two-spot in more career games 

than any other, but his versatility allows movement. His 118 OPS+, according to Baseball Reference, would have ranked 

third among the Rockies last season, behind only Arenado and Story and ahead of Charlie Blackmon. 

“The offense is deep,” Murphy said. “Hopefully I can jump in and extend the lineup a little bit.” 

His modesty is misplaced. The Rockies for two seasons have struggled offensively, bottoming out in a National League 

Division Series loss in a sweep to the Brewers. Colorado scored just two runs over three games. And after the Rockies 

played in consecutive postseasons for the first time in club history, the core of their team still lacks for playoff experience. 

Those five playoff games, including a wild-card loss to Arizona in 2017 and a wild-card win at Chicago last year, is the 

depth of their experience. 

https://theathletic.com/727390/2018/12/20/is-daniel-murphy-a-cure-all-for-the-rockies-offense-or-will-he-be-their-first-domino/
https://theathletic.com/727390/2018/12/20/is-daniel-murphy-a-cure-all-for-the-rockies-offense-or-will-he-be-their-first-domino/
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Murphy, on the other hand, has played in 25 playoff games, hitting .309 with a .986 slugging percentage. He was the MVP 

of the National League Championship Series in 2015 when he hit 9-for-17 with four homers for the Mets in their four-game 

sweep of the Cubs. 

“The addition of Daniel Murphy will help us a lot,” said Story, who was 2-for-12 with six strikeouts in Colorado’s series 

sweep to the Brewers. “He’s had so much postseason experience, it’s encouraging. We’ll lean on him big-time.” 

The Rockies stepped into rare territory for them last season, reaching a Division Series for just the third time in their 27-

year history, and Murphy had a front-row view. After the Nationals signed Murphy to a three-year, $37.5 million deal in 

2016, they traded him to the Cubs in late August. 

His time in Chicago became brief, and after Tony Wolters’ game-breaking single in the 13th inning gave the Rockies a 

surprise victory over the Cubs, Murphy went home to Florida, shut the doors and closed the windows, he said. 

“And when I emerged, the Rockies were as excited to have me as I was to come,” he said. “And it doesn’t always happen 

that way in this industry. It’s a great club. The starting pitching is really underrated.” 

First, he had to get right. Immediately after his 2017 season with Washington, Murphy underwent microfracture surgery to 

repair cartilage in his right knee. The surgery set him back and hobbled him for most of 2018. He was efficient, hitting .299 

with 12 homers, but over just 91 games. 

An offseason free of surgery and pain left Murphy time to work out earlier in preparation for his Rockies arrival, trying to 

strengthen his legs to last a full season. Murphy hopes his clipped season a year ago left him with less wear and tear. 

And while his place with the Rockies is meant to be an offensive boost — the Rockies essentially swapped him in to 

replace DJ LeMahieu, even if at a different position — that enhancement is meant to be more than his. Murphy’s 

experience as an accomplished hitter, with two Silver Slugger awards and a second-place finish in NL MVP voting in 

2016, the Rockies hope will translate through the lineup. 

“I’m always excited to talk about hitting. But the only reason I know something about hitting is because I’ve gotten out, 

like, a lot,” Murphy said. “It’s a dialogue. I’m always willing to talk, but I’m going to try as hard as I can not to impose my 

belief system on anyone else.” 
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Colorado Rockies: An exclusive conversation with Brendan Rodgers 
 
Noah Yingling | RoxPile | Feb. 15, 2019 
 

Earlier today, our own Kevin Henry was able to speak to a few members of the Colorado Rockies, including the Rockies 

top prospect Brendan Rodgers, at Rockies spring training camp in Scottsdale. 

Brendan Rodgers is one of the top prospects in all of baseball and he is the number one prospect in the Rockies 

organization. 

He could even see some action in the major leagues this year as he was promoted to Triple-A Albuquerque towards the 

end of the season last year after hitting .275/.342/.493 in 93 games in Double-A Hartford. However, in Triple-A, Rodgers 

struggled in 19 games, as he hit .232/.264/.290. So, Henry asked him about the difference between the two leagues for 

him. 

“[There are] a lot of vets, minor league and big league guys [are there and they] are just crafty. Nothing really 

overpowering up there–you’ll get a guy here and there out of the bullpen [that throws] 95, 97 [miles per hour]–but mainly, 

you just see guys who know how to pitch,” said Rodgers. 

He added that pitchers in Triple-A are “throwing sinkers, sliders, and right-on-right changeups [and] I really didn’t see that 

in Double-A [because] guys aren’t really comfortable throwing that. But [a] right-on-right changeup is a good pitch and I 

feel like I got my fair share of those…They see a weakness, they attack and you have to make your adjustments.” 

Rodgers later said that he thought that he did well in Double-A but when he got to Triple-A, he “struggled a little bit but 

that’s part of [the game]. I learned a lot, though. I got to hang around guys like Matt Holliday [and] it was a good learning 

experience.” 

Henry also asked him what he thought he improved on the most last year between Double-A and Triple-A. 

“I think the biggest step I [made] on defense…Defensively, I took a huge stride last year. I think I only made five or six 

errors the whole year so that was huge for me. Last spring training, a big thing was defense, so I took that into 

consideration and busted my butt [to try to get better defensively].” 

Total, he only made six errors last season in 114 games and for comparison, in his previous three professional seasons, 

he made 12 in 39 games, 20 errors in 110 games, and 18 errors in 93 games from 2015 through 2017 so obviously, on an 

error front, he improved a lot in 2018. 

This spring training is Rodgers’ second at major league camp so Henry asked him if he is more comfortable with 

everybody since this isn’t his first time at major league camp. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=rodger000bre&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hollima01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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“Definitely. I definitely feel more comfortable more this year around the guys. [My teammates and I are] talking more and 

[I’m comfortable] asking more questions…It’s definitely a different feel this year. You know, I feel like I fit in more than last 

year and it’s good feeling.” 

Also, in the past few seasons, Rodgers has played second base, shortstop, and third base, but, at least thus far in spring 

training, he has not worked on all three spots. 

“Right now, I’m just focusing on second base. Here and there, I’ll go around and turn some double plays from short [and] 

get some throws in from short so the main two [positions I’ve worked on this spring] are short and second.” 

If you look at the Rockies at the major league level, you can see why they have Rodgers playing more at second base as 

the Rockies have more of a question mark at second that the left side of the infield, with Nolan Arenado at third base 

and Trevor Story at shortstop. At second, Rodgers is in competition with Ryan McMahon and Garrett Hampson, who 

some would like to see in center field rather than Ian Desmond. 

However, Rodgers isn’t worrying about making to the major leagues, yet at least. 

 “I try not to think about the future. I mean, obviously, one day, that’s a goal and dream of mine but I go day-by-day, pitch-

by-pitch. Take it slow and good things will come.” 

 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcmahry01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hampsga01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/2019/02/13/colorado-rockies-quick-hits-tv-broadcast-schedule-parra-hampson/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/desmoia01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-

