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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1934-Reds pitcher Eppa Rixey announces his retirement. Rixey will end his 13 years with the Reds, with a 179-148 record, a 

3.33 ERA, 180 complete games, 23 shut outs, 2890.2 innings pitched and 660 strike outs 

 

MLB.COM 
 

Now a backup, Mesoraco has a lot to prove 

Catcher: 'I feel confident that if my body can hold up, I will be productive' 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 15th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Reds catcher Devin Mesoraco understands that in the competitive world of Major League Baseball, time 

waits for no player, especially for three years. From 2015-17, injuries limited Mesoraco to 95 games and 57 starts behind the plate. 

 

Last season, Tucker Barnhart emerged as the National League Gold Glove Award winner at catcher while having the best offensive 

season of his career. He also got a new four-year contract in September. Hence, Barnhart is now the primary catcher, while 

Mesoraco -- a 2014 All-Star -- enters camp as the backup. 

 

"It doesn't make a difference. You have to go out there and produce," Mesoraco said of his status on Thursday. "If you don't 

produce, you don't play. … I'm not stupid enough to not realize, 'Hey, I haven't produced.' You really need to do that at some point 

to get yourself in the lineup." 

 

Mesoraco, 29, hit 25 home runs with 80 RBIs in 2014. In the past three seasons, he's slashed .191/.292/.314 with six homers and 17 

RBIs. In May of '16, he had season-ending surgery to repair a torn labrum in his left shoulder. That July, he had surgery to repair the 

labrum in his right hip. In '15, there was an operation to repair the labrum in his left hip. 

 

Last season, after getting a late start because of the rehab from his surgeries, Mesoraco struggled at the plate. He got it going in June 

as he slugged four homers that month, but a left shoulder strain suffered in July put him back on the disabled list. On Aug. 14, vs. 

the Cubs, he fractured his left foot when hit by a Jose Quintana pitch, which ended his season with his batting average at .213 over 

56 games. 

 

"Once my shoulder [got hurt] in July, I never quite felt the same. I couldn't find it," Mesoraco said. "That's just the way it goes. 

You're expected to produce when you're out on the field and I wasn't able to do that towards the end of the year." 

 

As Spring Training gets underway, Mesoraco feels good and healthy. After healing from his injuries, he had a normal offseason. 

 

"I forgot what they were like," he said. "I could do what I wanted and was able to get normal work in as opposed to rehab and being 

on a limited number of reps." 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price believes that Mesoraco can be valuable off the bench, adding offense late in a game. If something were 

to happen to Barnhart, Price would be comfortable using Mesoraco regularly. 

 

"This is just a natural process," Price said. "This isn't condemning Devin. Devin hasn't done anything wrong other than the fact he's 

gotten hurt. I'm hoping that his best days are ahead of him. But at this point in time, Tucker has put himself in position and earned 

the opportunity to be the guy who gets the lion's share of playing time." 

 

As Barnhart begins his new contract, Mesoraco's four-year deal is entering its final season, one in which he will earn $13 million. Is 

there more pressure to perform in a contract year when the playing time isn't plentiful? 

 

"I'd certainly like to prove I am still a productive player, still somebody that can go out there and produce on the field. I don't know 

that I feel pressure," Mesoraco said. "I feel confident that if my body can hold up, I will be productive. 



 

"The injuries are what they are. I don't feel like there's anything else I could have done to avoid them. It's just something that 

happened. I will take the opportunities whenever they come and present themselves." 

 

 

Suarez electrifies clubhouse with new look 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 15th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- A guy with dyed platinum-gray hair walked into the Reds clubhouse on Thursday morning. No, it wasn't TV 

chef Guy Fieri from Food Network, it was Cincinnati's regular third baseman, Eugenio Suarez. 

 

The hoots and hollers came immediately. 

 

"Oh my gosh!" yelled one teammate. 

 

"Was that before arbitration?" commented Scooter Gennett. 

 

Then, Suarez visited manager Bryan Price's office to say hello. 

 

"Skip, I wanted to look like you," Suarez joked to Price, who has more salt-and-pepper colored hair. 

 

Suarez, who was voted to win the Joe Nuxhall Good Guy Award last year by the Cincinnati chapter of the Baseball Writers' 

Association of America, said he had his black hair dyed two days ago. 

 

"I just wanted to do something different. I wanted to have fun, take a chance," said Suarez, who kept his beard its natural color. 

 

The timeline confirmed that the arbitration process Suarez experienced for the first time didn't make his hair turn gray. On Feb. 6, he 

lost his case and will earn the $3.75 million Cincinnati offered for a one-year contract. He was seeking to make $4.2 million. 

 

There were no hard feelings from Suarez, however. 

 

"I was fine. It was a good case for both sides," Suarez said. "Everybody did a really good job, I'm fine with that. If it's a loss, that's 

just business. In the end, I feel great. I feel fine to be part of this beautiful team and this family. I am fine with that." 

 

Suarez, 26, batted .260/.367/.461 with 26 home runs and 82 RBIs in 156 games last season. He is hopeful that he could eventually 

sign a multi-year contract with the Reds. 

 

"We'll see," Suarez said. "We're still talking." 

 

Price likes what he sees 

Reds pitchers Luis Castillo, Michael Lorenzen and Homer Bailey were among those who threw bullpen sessions on Thursday. 

 

Before the club began its workout, Price was pleased with what he saw on Wednesday from pitchers like Sal Romano, Robert 

Stephenson and others who are competing for roster spots. 

 

"That's a pretty nice group yesterday, huh?" Price said. "You go down the line -- Stephenson, [Jackson] Stephens, Romano, [Cody] 

Reed. The list goes on. It was just a really solid group to start Spring Training. Guys just out there pounding good, quality stuff." 

 

Few with limitations 

With the exception of Jeff Manship, who had his Minor League contract voided because of a failed physical on Thursday, the Reds 

have few health issues lingering. Amir Garrett, who is coming off of an offseason right hip procedure, is being limited in fielding 

drills and running as a precaution. 

 

"Nobody's completely shutdown. Even Rookie [Davis] is throwing," Price said. 

 

Davis had offseason hip surgery. 

 

 

 

 

 



Reds ink Pennington to Minor League deal 

Club voids Minors contract with Manship, who failed physical 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 15th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The Reds signed veteran infielder Cliff Pennington to a Minor League contract on Thursday. Pennington 

would earn $1.5 million this season if he made the club out of camp. 

 

With the Angels since 2016, Pennington batted .253/.306/.330 with three home runs and 21 RBIs in 87 games last season. He has 

also played for the A's, D-backs and Blue Jays and is a career .243/.310/.341 hitter. 

 

But the value Pennington brings is defensive versatility. The 33-year-old can play second base, shortstop and third base. 

 

Pennington would be a good fit for the Reds as a backup shortstop behind still-developing starter Jose Peraza. It's the position 

Pennington has played the most during his 10-year career. 

 

Cincinnati also has a non-roster invitee in Phil Gosselin, who is trying to make the team as a utility player. Gosselin can also play 

shortstop, but it's not his natural position. 

 

In another transaction, the Reds voided their Minor League deal with right-handed reliever Jeff Manship because he failed his 

physical. Manship, a former member of the Twins and Indians, was a starting pitcher last season in the Korea Baseball 

Organization. He had signed with Cincinnati on Feb. 8. 

 

The changes still leave the Reds with 62 players in camp this spring. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan is 'good to go' – and confident 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 1:51 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 | Updated 4:18 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 

  

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The Reds may not see Brandon Finnegan as a mortal lock to make the rotation, but that message did not get 

to Finnegan.  

 

Finnegan, the 24-year-old left-hander, has never lacked for confidence. So, despite missing all but four starts last year with the 

injuries to both shoulders, he expects to be one of the starting five when camp breaks.  

 

“I feel good,” he said. “I’ve been ready since I left for offseason. I’m good to go. No holdbacks or nothing. I stayed on my normal 

program like I have the last four years.” 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price said the Reds wanted to see Finnegan in a couple of bullpens and face live hitters before slotting him in a 

spring game. 

 

Not necessary, Finnegan said.  

 

“Honestly, they saw my first bullpen,” he said. “I don’t know what else there is to see. I’m here to compete and get ready for the 

season. The main thing is I want to stay healthy. That’s the key for everybody.” 

 

Price also said that this is the kind of camp where pitchers could merely get ready – and he singled Finnegan out when he said it. 

 

“I’ve made this clear (that) this is not a spring training for anyone, Brandon included, to be thinking they just have to get their arm 

in shape and be ready to be in our starting rotation. This is a competitive group. Lack of competitiveness would not bode well for 

anybody that wants to be in the starting rotation.” 

 

Finnegan is hoping they measure competitiveness by something other than stats.  

 

“Honestly, I’ve never had a good spring training,” Finnegan said. “If that’s what it’s coming down to, it’s not going to happen. I’m 

not being cocky. You check my starts in spring training, I don’t have good springs. A lot of guys are like that. I’m going out to 

compete like I usually do and stay healthy.” 

 

Finnegan’s numbers last year back that up.  



 

In 2016, he put up a 10.05 ERA in the spring and then went 10-11 with a 3.98 ERA over 31 regular season starts.  

 

Last spring, he went 1-0 with a 7.63 ERA and allowed 23 hits 15 ⅓ innings. 

 

In his second regular season debut, he threw seven innings of one-hit shutout ball to beat Philadelphia.  

 

But after his first start last year, he started having shoulder problems. That led to two stints on the disabled list. He injured his right 

shoulder in a fall while on the DL, ending his season. 

 

“It’s going to happen to everybody eventually, somebody misses the season,” he said. “But it’s not ideal. It’s not fun to watch your 

team not to be able to win and me not to be able to help them do anything about it. I’m not saying I was the missing key or anything, 

but I wanted to help and try to help them win.” 

 

“It’s definitely tough, but it’s in the past. I’m trying to look forward to the season." 

 

The DL was a new thing for Finnegan. 

 

“I never dealt with injury ever,” he said. “It was tough. Now, it’s something I’m used to and I know how to go about it and react to 

it. If it comes around again, I know the rehab and how hard I have to work.”  

 

And, again, he’s confident he’s healthy and confident is his ability. 

 

“I’m good to go,” he said. “I’ve really let the ball loose. I’m going to go out and compete like I always do.”  

 

 

Cincinnati Reds pitcher Homer Bailey hoping to put frustration behind him 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 1:25 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 | Updated 5:06 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Homer Bailey’s look answers the question. And the answer is:  

 

“What the blank do you think?” 

 

The question was about how frustrating the last 3 ½ years have been. 

 

“It gets very frustrating,” he says. “I can’t think of any other way to say it other than it’s frustrating.”   

 

Call it the Curse of the Contract. Call it rotten luck. But whatever you call it, the last 3 ½ seasons have been miserably frustrating 

for Bailey. 

 

Three surgeries, countless hours of rehab, spotty results on the occasions he was healthy enough to pitch.  

 

The Reds are hoping that this is the year that Bailey is finally the same guy to whom they gave that six-year, $105 million contract. 

They’ve hoped that before – as has Bailey.  

 

“I felt like it was all behind me several times,” Bailey said.  

 

But Bailey, the 31-year-old right-hander, did end the 2017 season on a healthy note and had some success. 

 

“I don’t know if putting up a 6 (ERA) counts as success,” Bailey said.  

 

He went 6-9 with a 6.43 ERA in 18 starts, but he got better as the year wound down.  

 

Consider: He was 4-6 with an 8.44 ERA and walked 50 in 53 ⅓ innings in his first 12 starts. He was 2-3 with 3.58 ERA and walked 

12 in the 37 ⅓ innings in his last seven starts. 

 

“It started to come together at the end,” Bailey said. “When you take the better part of four years off and then try to do it ... And still 

the first game was in June, even then you’re only five months out of surgery. 

 

“I think it will be a different year this year. The biggest thing is staying healthy.” 

 



If Bailey can stay healthy and be something close to the guy he was in 2014, the Reds’ rotation has a chance to be much better than 

last year.  

 

Bailey had his third surgery just before spring training started last year. The surgery was relatively minor (bones spurs were 

removed). Bailey made his season debut June 24. 

 

“The stuff was there,” Reds manager Bryan Price said. “When we’re talking about his tough outings, the command of his stuff 

wasn’t there with the consistency that it had been in the years before the injuries.”  

 

“Going into 2014 before he got hurt, he was a guy who could really pound fastballs to locations with really good accuracy.  The 

other pitches really are accessory pitches because he really pitches off his fastball. Last year, he was making a lot of fastball location 

mistakes. He got hurt with that.” 

 

Price referred to 2014. Bailey signed the big deal on Feb. 20 of that year. For 23 starts, he looked to be worth the money. He was 9-

5 with a 3.71 ERA. He beat the Cubs 4-0 on Aug. 4. He missed his next start. He had season-ending surgery to repair the flexor 

tendon on Sept. 4. 

 

No one knew it then, but the nightmare had begun. Bailey is 8-13 with a 6.39 ERA in 26 starts since. The fact that he earned $47 

million in that span has been a topic on social media and talk radio since.  

 

There are two years and an option remaining on the contract. If Bailey can help get the rebuild into the final stages, he’ll be looked 

at a lot differently in Redsland. 

 

He has a realistic chance of doing that this year.  

 

“It’s different from the last couple of years,” Bailey said. “I haven’t had a surgery in a couple of months.” 

 

Bailey’s fastball averaged 93.5 mph last year, according to fangraphs.com. That’s in line with 2012 and ’13, his best years. But until 

the command came, he struggled. 

 

“You remember the no-hitters when he was throwing 97, 98 the last three innings or so, just blowing fastballs up in the zone past 

hitters,” Price said. “However, I remember a shutout he pitched in Pittsburgh, he managed the game with lesser stuff. He was just 

really good with his command. He can do it both ways. I don’t think he has to have his upper-level velocity to be successful. I'm 

really looking for the return of his command.” 

 

Command can be the last thing to return after Tommy John surgery. 

 

“It’s different for everybody. Homer spends a lot of time – ever since I’ve been here and his minor league days as well – on the 

delivery. Some guys' deliveries are more challenging to repeat. Some have a more advance feel. I couldn’t put my finger on it for 

Homer. It’s just his command wasn’t as good as we have seen.”  

 

Bailey has found it takes time to come back. 

 

“Ninety-five percent of that is the lack of mound time over the course of those years,” Bailey said. “Then you’re still five months 

out from surgery, you’re a year out from surgery from Tommy John, you’re two years out from flexor mass repair.  

 

“It’s a lot of time missed. Then you’re getting back into the five-day thing, then you’re getting deep into games. I think if I had only 

gone five innings the numbers would be different. It was sixth or trying to finish out the seventh where I got in trouble.” 

 

Getting ready for that begins in the offseason.   

 

“I think the repetition, the ability to have a normal offseason,” Price said, “a regular long-toss plan, having a normal spring training 

will go a long way in him regaining his status as one of better starters in our mix.” 

 

 

Silver Slugger: Cincinnati Reds' third baseman Eugenio Suarez goes platinum 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 12:51 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 | Updated 4:15 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Eugenio Suarez said he didn’t want to get a tattoo. 

 



But he did want to alter something about his look. When the Cincinnati Reds third baseman arrived at camp for the first time 

Thursday, it wasn’t difficult to spot the change. 

 

His hair is now a bright, platinum shade of gray, which contrasted sharply with Suarez’s black beard. And it’s generated laughter 

from just about every teammate he’s encountered. 

 

“It’s outrageous,” said catcher Tucker Barnhart. “Most people wait to have gray hair as long as they possibly can, or they try to get 

rid of it. He went all in to have it.” 

 

Suarez said the plan is to keep his hair such a distinguished color only for spring training, although he’s open to keeping it for the 

regular season. While the Reds asked left-hander Cody Reed to trim his bushy beard by the time he arrived at camp, manager Bryan 

Price said there are no team rules about hair color. 

 

Teammates hope it sticks around for the regular season. Some have joked it’s a premature gray stemming from his recent entrance 

into fatherhood, or the arbitration hearing he lost earlier in the month. 

 

But Suarez said the arbitration hearing actually was pleasant. They can sometimes be contentious – Reds general manager Dick 

Williams warned Scooter Gennett that what is said in Gennett’s hearing, set for Friday, doesn’t necessarily reflect the team’s views 

of him – but Suarez’s was not. 

 

“Mine was a friendly one,” Suarez said. “Nothing bad from them, and from me to them nothing bad also.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds notes: Catcher Devin Mesoraco is a realist 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 1:38 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 | Updated 4:13 p.m. ET Feb. 15, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Every time Devin Mesoraco got hurt, there always was next year. 

 

He had the security of the four-year, $28 million deal he signed with the Reds before the 2015 season. Injuries claimed each of his 

first three seasons of that contract, but the Reds still had reasons to hang hopes on him. His contract is guaranteed, so they were 

paying him no matter what. He was still under 30 and an All-Star in 2014, and maybe he could find that form again. 

 

But now the 29-year-old catcher enters his final guaranteed year of that deal – he’ll make $13 million – and then will hit free 

agency. And he enters that year as a backup catcher who has played only 95 games the last three years, and has hit just .191 in that 

span. 

 

The time for rebuilding value is about up. 

 

“I’d certainly like to prove that I’m still a productive player, that I’m still somebody that can go out there and produce on the field,” 

Mesoraco said. “I don’t know that I feel pressure. I’m comfortable with where I’m at.” 

 

Mesoraco believes firmly that players who produce get more playing time, and he’s the first to acknowledge he hasn’t produced. He 

casts no blame on himself for his injuries, but he also knows he hasn’t made the most of his healthy spurts either. 

 

He felt pretty good in the month of June, when he batted .260/.346/.600. But then he hurt his shoulder in July and never quite found 

his groove again before a broken toe ended his season in August. He’s fully healthy now – or for now, given his injury history – and 

sees no reason why he should continue to struggle. 

 

“I feel confident that if my body can hold up, then I’ll be productive,” Mesoraco said. 

 

What may be hard to come by is opportunity. Coming off a Gold Glove season, Tucker Barnhart has cemented himself as the team’s 

starting catcher. Reds manager Bryan Price said Mesoraco will receive sporadic starts, and will also be used as a potent bat off the 

bench. 

 

That still doesn’t leave much regular playing time, though. To pinch hit Mesoraco in the fifth or sixth inning would leave the Reds 

without a capable catcher in case of emergency. Price expressed a willingness to risk it if the situation called for it, but odds are such 

cases rarely will present themselves. 

 

Barring an injury to Barnhart, more opportunities for Mesoraco will be his to create. 

 

“You’ve got to go out there and produce,” Mesoraco said. “You don’t produce, you don’t play.” 



 

MINOR LEAGUE TRANSACTIONS: On Thursday, the Reds signed veteran infielder Cliff Pennington to a minor league deal that 

will guarantee him $1.5 million if he makes the big league roster, sources confirmed to the Enquirer. The deal was first reported by 

Jerry Crasnick of ESPN. 

 

Pennington will enter camp as the only player with significant experience playing shortstop in the majors, including expected starter 

Jose Peraza. 

 

The Reds also voided the minor league contract of pitcher Jeff Manship, who did not pass his physical. The specific issue with 

Manship is unknown. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Greetings from Goodyear, Day 3: We go down an emergency-catcher rabbit hole 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 18 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The fact that the term “emergency” catcher was used on the second day of spring training tells you how few 

storylines there are early in Reds camp. 

 

The rotation pretty much has four pitchers in it and the bullpen has been solidified with only the front of it in question. (Aside: ever 

think it's weird that the best starters are at the front of the rotation and the best relievers are at the back of the bullpen?) 

 

Last year the Reds carried a third catcher for most of the season, so it was rarely a concern. 

 

But really, when was the last time the Reds used an emergency catcher? I can't remember one. I turned in the media room here in 

Goodyear and asked John Fay of the Cincinnati Enquirer, who has been around for more than two decades, if he can remember one. 

There was talk about the likes of Neftali Soto, Yonder Alonso and Ryan Freel, but we couldn't actually remember one. 

 

I then asked Joel Luckhaupt, a Reds watcher and stat guru. With his magic, he could find two instances that could be uses of an 

emergency catcher for the Reds during my lifetime. He came up with Harry Spilman on June 7, 1980. He pinch-hit and then caught. 

It was the only time he caught that year. On April 25, 1976, Bill Plummer pinch-hit for Johnny Bench, but didn't stay in the game 

and Joel Youngblood took over at catcher. Joel said he didn't look at someone like Lloyd McClendon who was a utility player who 

can catch, too. 

 

Spilman did start three games in his career as a catcher and played in 23 total there for 75 1/3 innings. Youngblood's inning behind 

the plate was the only of his career. So Youngblood may be the best answer. 

 

Yet, every spring we talk about it, and several times a year, managers talk about not using their backup catcher as a pinch-hitter 

because of worries of “what if the starter was injured.” 

 

Well, if all goes as planned, the Reds' backup catcher in 2018 will be a former All-Star who hit 25 home runs the last season he was 

healthy. That's a potent bat on the bench and one manager Bryan Price may not want to squander. 

 

For his part, Price said Thursday that he would be a little more liberal with using Devin Mesoraco as a pinch-hitter. 

 

“There is no way — with the exception of not using your second catcher — to protect yourself from that scenario,” Price said. “I 

think you can lose games dodging that scenario in waiting until the ninth inning to use your second catcher. A situation where you 

have to utilize him.” 

 

That, to me, seems like a sound strategy. If the Reds lose Tucker Barnhart, they're in line to lose a lot more than one game. 

 

But hey, Joey Votto was a catcher out of high school. 

 

“That would go well,” Price said. “I'd be patching in a call to Mr. C before I made that change. 'Bob, what do you think?'” 

 

Price, of course, was referring to Bob Castellini, the team's owner. 

 

Reliever Kevin Shackelford was a catcher in college, but he's also unlikely to get the call, Price noted. 

 



Transactions: Right-hander Jeff Manship failed his physical and had his contract voided, but the number of players in camp will 

likely stay the same. The team agreed to a deal with veteran infielder Cliff Pennington. ESPN's Jerry Crasnick first reported the 

deal, a minor-league contract worth $1.5 million if he makes the big-league roster. The Athletic confirmed the deal. 

 

Pennington makes sense for the Reds since they didn't have a true backup to Jose Peraza at shortstop. Peraza has been handed the 

Opening Day shortstop job. Last year he was a second baseman and was displaced by Scooter Gennett after the All-Star break. 

 

Pennington has played all four infield positions in his career, but mostly at shortstop. 

 

Coming up next: More on the catching situation, including Tucker Barnhart. Later today I'll have something on Nick Senzel. 

 

 

Top prospect Nick Senzel focused on playing shortstop at his first Reds camp 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 16 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Eugenio Suarez made his 2018 debut at Reds camp in Goodyear on Thursday, his smile as bright as his 

recently-dyed platinum hair. 

 

Suarez, 26, established himself as a potential cornerstone for the Reds at third base in 2017, hitting 26 home runs and turning 

himself into a premiere defender at the position. 

 

Thursday he joined some other early arrivals at the one field at the Reds' complex that was deemed usable after morning rains, 

taking fungoes in the infield. 

 

Along with Suarez taking ground balls was Dilson Herrera, the infielder acquired at the trade deadline in 2016 for Jay Bruce, who 

had previously played primarily second. Because he is out of options, Herrera has to show that he has enough versatility to be a 

bench option in the big leagues. The third member of the group was Phil Gosselin, a veteran infielder in camp on a minor-league 

deal. 

 

More noticeable was who wasn't there — the team's top prospect and one of the top third-base prospects in all of baseball, Nick 

Senzel. 

 

Senzel, invited to his first big-league camp, has been in Goodyear working out every day for more than a month now, so it's not that 

he wasn't working early. No, it's just that he was 45 feet away, taking ground balls at shortstop. 

 

“It's just all about competing and challenging yourself,” Senzel said afterward. “They said to take a lot of reps at short, so they've 

got me over there.” 

 

At least until camp starts, Senzel is concentrating on shortstop and second base. He could also see time at third base and in the 

outfield. Last month Reds general manager Dick Williams said he saw Senzel playing at third, second and in the outfield in spring, 

but shortstop is a new addition to the repertoire. 

 

“He's expressed a desire to do it and it makes sense for us — we've always said you let people play themselves off the premium 

spots,” Williams said on Thursday. “There's no reason to think he shouldn't get some time there and show us what he can do.” 

 

Senzel played shortstop in high school, but when he got to Tennessee he was already behind his former high school teammate and 

A.J. Simcox was already entrenched at the position. By the time Simcox was drafted by the Tigers following the 2015 season, 

Senzel was already at third base. 

 

At Tennessee, Senzel told his college coach, Dave Serrano, that he could play shortstop. When the Volunteers lost their shortstop to 

injury in 2016, he stepped in. 

 

“I kick myself now because he probably could have been an everyday shortstop,” Serrano told The Athletic recently. “What he did 

for us for a stretch of three weeks to a month was as good a defensive shortstop as we could have had.” 

 

His time at short for the Volunteers, Williams noted, showed the Reds something beyond the ability to play the position. Because 

Senzel had been identified as one of the top players available in the draft, he was taking a risk playing a new and more demanding 

position. The Reds not only saw that he could do it, but also that he was willing to do it. 

 

“It shows you what kind of a teammate he was,” Williams said. 

 

Senzel was confident in his abilities then and he still has that confidence that he can play the spot in the big leagues. 



 

“They're going to give me a shot over there, I've got to make the most of it,” Senzel said. “That's where my focus is right now, 

playing short.” 

 

Senzel will likely start the season in Triple-A Louisville, but where on the diamond he will play has yet to be determined. The team 

isn't moving him off of third base as much as seeing what he can do at short and second. 

 

“Because it's such a premium spot, there's no harm in having him exposed to it, especially while we have our best instructors in one 

place,” Williams said. “We have a teaching environment in spring training and you have games with less pressure.” 

 

Once games start, he will likely be more nailed down to one position. 

 

“When you get into the season that you narrow the focus a little more, that he's playing no more than two spots,” Williams said. 

 

Transactions 
 

02/15/18  

New York Mets signed free agent LF Matt den Dekker to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians signed free agent C Ryan Hanigan to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Baltimore Orioles signed free agent RHP Andrew Cashner. 

Milwaukee Brewers signed free agent SS Nick Franklin to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Toronto Blue Jays signed free agent LHP Jaime Garcia. 

Baltimore Orioles placed LHP Zach Britton on the 60-day disabled list. Right Achilles surgery. 

Philadelphia Phillies signed free agent RHP Drew Hutchison to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Milwaukee Brewers invited non-roster C Dustin Houle to spring training. 

Cincinnati Reds signed free agent 2B Cliff Pennington to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Cincinnati Reds released RHP Jeff Manship. 

  

 


