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San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants romp in Bay Bridge opener; A’s Lowrie injured 
Henry Schulman 
 
Giants fans were not alone getting antsy to see Stevan Duggar. A fellow named Madison 
Bumgarner was, too.  

“I’m glad he’s here,” Bumgarner said after Duggar, Reyes Moronta, Buster Posey and Pablo 
Sandoval all had a hand in the Giants’ 7-1 victory over the A’s at AT&T Park in the first Bay 
Bridge Series game Friday night. 

“I was waiting. A lot of people were. A lot of people were excited to see what Duggar could do,” 
said Bumgarner, who had a pretty good game himself. 

Duggar was in the “middle of everything,” as manager Bruce Bochy put it. Duggar doubled and 
scored the Giants’ first run on a balk by A’s starter Edwin Jackson, walked and scored the go-
ahead run in the sixth on one of two RBI hits by Posey, then had the big hit in a five-run 
seventh, a two-run, bases-loaded double. 
 
￼ 
Even making an out in the first inning, Duggar forced Jackson to throw 11 pitches. 
 
The Giants played a near-flawless game against a team as hot as a comet and grabbed a win 
they frankly needed more than Oakland, which lost for the sixth time in 25 games. 
 
The A’s loss was compounded by an injury to their newly minted All-Star, second baseman Jed 
Lowrie, who sustained what the A’s described as a bone bruise and a calf bruise in his left leg 
when right fielder Stephen Piscotty slammed into him in the third inning as both tried to catch 
an Alen Hanson pop-up. 
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Lowrie stayed in the game until the fifth, when the leg tightened, but he hopes he avoided 
serious injury. 
 
“It feels better now than it did when I came out of the game,” Lowrie said. “So hopefully that’s 
a good sign.” 
 
The A’s went down on three hits, including Chad Pinder’s tying homer in the fifth against 
Bumgarner. Their third hit was a Piscotty single leading off the seventh that began a sequence 
that led to an escape act that saved the game for San Francisco. 
 
Bumgarner followed the single by walking Matt Olson and Matt Chapman to load the bases 
with nobody out and the Giants leading 2-1. 
 
￼ 
Bochy called upon the rookie Moronta to preserve the lead, or at worst hold Oakland to the 
tying run. 
 
Moronta struck out Pinder for the first out and retired pinch-hitter Nick Martini to strand all 
three runners. In between, Sandoval, the Giants’ third baseman, saved Moronta with a diving 
catch on Jonathan Lucroy’s missile down the line that would have scored at least two. 
 
Bochy has placed a lot of faith in Moronta, which is easy to do because he throws 98 mph and 
has the good offspeed stuff to back it up. 
 
Bumgarner paid Moronta a great compliment, saying he pitches differently knowing Moronta is 
warming up. Bumgarner felt he did not have to give in to Chapman with two on, knowing if he 
walked him Moronta had the stuff to bail him out. 
 
“Those are the situations we’ve been coming through pretty well in here recently,” A’s manager 
Bob Melvin said. “Seventh and eighth inning, we’ve been pretty good. He made some good 
pitches (and he’s) got a good arm. That was kind of where the game was swung.” 
 
Until the big seventh inning, the Giants had their customary trouble scoring runs. Their only run 
in the first five innings scored when Jackson caught his spikes on the mound while trying to 
throw a 3-2 pitch to Brandon Crawford and held the ball, a balk that allowed Duggar to score 
from third. 
 
Bumgarner allowed the one run in six-plus innings, rebounding from a bad start against the 
Cardinals to get his third win. Bumgarner also hit his two hardest balls of the season, both outs. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Will Smith making a strong case to remain a closer  
Henry Schulman  

Kyle Schwarber of the Cubs paid Giants reliever Will Smith the ultimate compliment 
Wednesday. In the ninth inning of a tie game, Schwarber bunted against the shift with two 
strikes and two outs, his way of crying "uncle" and admitting he had no shot to hit a 
"Schwarbomb" when the situation called for it. 

Smith has grabbed ahold of the closer's job in Hunter Strickland's absence. If he continues to 
throw the way he has, the Giants would have to think hard about giving the role back to 
Strickland full time when he returns from his broken hand in mid-August. 

Smith has converted all three of his save opportunities and pitched a combined three shutout 
innings in the two walkoff victories against the Cubs. 

The lefty has fared better against right-handed hitters, holding them to an .082 average (4-for-
49) through the Cubs series. Lefties were 8-for-44 (.182). 

The only outstanding question is Smith's durability so soon after he returned from Tommy 
John surgery. He passed a big test Wednesday when manager Bruce Bochy let him return 
for the 10th inning Wednesday. Bochy and his staff were a bit nervous. 

"They came to me a million times and asked me, 'Are you OK? Tell us the truth,'" Smith 
said. "I told them the truth. I felt fine." 

Smith also said he felt fine before Friday night's series opener against the A's, but Bochy 
was hoping not to use him. Asked if Smith was off his leash, Bochy said, "Pretty much." 

New center fielder: The Giants added center-field depth to the organization by signing 
former Angel and Cardinal Peter Bourjos to a minor-league contract and assigning him to 
Sacramento. 

Bourjos, 31, does not have much of a bat but does give the organization another right-
handed option and, more important, superb speed and defense. The Braves released 
Bourjos last week after he hit .205 in 44 at-bats. 

"He still has good abilities," Bochy said. "He can fly and he's really good defensively." 

Bourjos' father, Chris, played 13 big-league games, in 1980, for the Giants. 

Briefly: Evan Longoria (broken hand) hit in the cage and continued his defensive work. 
Bochy said is pegged to begin a minor-league rehab assignment shortly after the All-Star 
break. … The Giants started play hitting 20 points worse against lefties than righties (.239 
vs. .259), the fifth-highest spread in the majors. The A's 21-point spread was fourth-
highest. 
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San Jose Mercury News 
Giants embracing the future, winning on the shoulders of young talent 
Kerry Crowley 
 
SAN FRANCISCO–The Giants didn’t lay the groundwork for this to happen in the offseason. 

It was hardly part of the plan in spring training, and there were precious few signs a youth 
movement might be taking place in March and April. 

But as the All-Star break draws near, the Giants are still in the hunt thanks to the efforts and 
emergence of a dynamic crop of young talent. 

Friday night’s blowout win over the red-hot Oakland A’s offered the latest and greatest 
example of rookie heroics, but the Giants didn’t suddenly start relying on their most 
inexperienced players overnight. 

Before Reyes Moronta escaped a no out, bases loaded jam with a one-run lead and Steven 
Duggar opened the floodgates with a two-run double, Dereck Rodríguez tossed three scoreless 
innings of relief in Wednesday’s 13-inning win over the Cubs. 

Prior to Rodríguez serving as a catalyst in the series-clinching win, he and fellow rookie Andrew 
Suárez laid claim to permanent spots in the Giants’ rotation with unexpected stretches of 
brilliance for most of June. 

Though every team bemoans the toll injuries take on the structure of a roster, the Giants can’t 
lament some of the ill fortune they faced early in the year. 

There’s no replacing an ace like Madison Bumgarner, but it’s increasingly clear Suárez and 
Rodríguez have more to offer in the rotation than veteran Jeff Samardzija, who endured two 
trips to the disabled list during the first half. 

 
Moronta, the seventh inning hero on Friday, wasn’t assured of an Opening Day roster spot until 
Mark Melancon was shut down with a forearm issue in late March. 

Duggar didn’t arrive until Sunday, after his early-season struggles at Triple-A subsided and his 
recent play forced the Giants to dump Austin Jackson’s salary in a trade with the Rangers that 
cleared space for a prospect who can no longer be ignored. 

“He looks like he’s comfortable already,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “He’s thrown out some 
good at-bats, played good defense.” 
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The Giants had plans to ease Duggar into the big leagues, platooning him with the right-handed 
hitting Gorkys Hernández in center field. But with the bases loaded and the Giants ahead 2-1 in 
the seventh, Duggar stayed in the game to hit against A’s lefty Jeremy Bleich. 

He fell behind 0-2 and then laced his second double of the game to bring two Giants 
baserunners home. 

“I had a feeling they were going to go to the lefty in the pen when I was in the hole if the bases 
did end up being loaded,” Duggar said. “So I just tried to mentally prepare for that and just tried 
to make the most of the situation.” 

The rookie center fielder earned the approval of ace Madison Bumgarner, who offered him high 
praise after Friday’s win when he admitted he’s been waiting for Duggar to arrive. 

“I think he’s going to sleep good tonight,” Bumgarner said. “I’m glad he’s here. I’ve been 
waiting.” 

Duggar has a hit in all four games he’s played since joining the Giants, while Moronta hasn’t 
allowed a hit in any of the last 12 games he’s entered. The flame-throwing right-hander entered 
a near-impossible situation Friday, but said he never felt the pressure as he lowered his ERA to 
1.76 by retiring three straight A’s hitters. 

“I just go out there and the first thing I think is just do my job,” Moronta said through translator 
Erwin Higueros. “Try to throw strikes and let the ball find the strike zone.” 

Bochy called on Moronta to relieve Bumgarner in the top of the seventh after the Giants starter 
allowed a single and a pair of walks to load the bases. While Bumgarner enjoys having Duggar 
roaming center field behind him, he also felt comforted watching Moronta warm up in the 
bullpen. 

The left-hander admitted he’ll actually change his approach when he knows Moronta is set to 
relieve him. 

“I could have gave in and maybe it was a different result while I was out there and we don’t 
know but it’s nice to be able to keep battling and making pitches and not give in,” Bumgarner 
said. “I’ve seen him down there and I knew depending on what happened it was getting close, 
so like I said, I didn’t give in and I kept trying to make pitches.” 

At 50-46, the Giants hit the half-century mark in the win column five weeks earlier than they 
did in a miserable 2017 season. After failing to overcome early-season injuries last year, the 
Giants have battled through adversity thanks to a growing list of inexperienced players making 
unexpected contributions. 

While veterans like Derek Holland, Pablo Sandoval and Gorkys Hernández deserve credit for 
keeping the team afloat early in the season, the Giants are rising above sea level as Suárez, 
Rodríguez, Moronta and Duggar hit their strides. 
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The youth movement wasn’t in the team’s initial plans, but now that it’s taking shape, the 
Giants are embracing the future and capitalizing on it while they can. 
 
San Jose Mercury News 
Giants blow game open late, ease to 7-1 win 
Matt Schneidman 
 
SAN FRANCISCO — Madison Bumgarner stood at the base of the dugout steps, awaiting a giddy 
Reyes Moronta with a soft grin and a big hug. 

Minutes prior, Bumgarner exited the game, head down, after loading the bases with no outs 
and the Giants leading the Athletics 2-1 in the seventh inning. Moronta inherited quite the 
predicament, needing a quasi-miracle to save the day. 

First he struck out Chad Pinder swinging. Then induced a Jonathan Lucroy liner to third that 
Pablo Sandoval almost turned into a double play. And lastly got Nick Martini to flutter a 
groundout to short, which the hard-throwing righty reliever followed with an emphatic double 
point and scream to the sky. The home crowd rises to its feet for mostly anything at AT&T Park, 
but this standing ovation was worth it, Moronta somehow escaping the conundrum Bumgarner 
left behind and preserving the Giants’ 2-1 lead. 

“You always look at a point in the game that could be the turning point and that certainly was,” 
Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. ” … We’ve done that a few times to Moronta; we’ve put him 
in a tough situation. But he handles it so well. That’s going beyond, not to give up a run.” 

With Moronta granting the hosts an extra life, the Giants did more than take advantage. A 2-1 
lead ballooned to 7-1 in the next half-inning, with Steven Duggar and Buster Posey plastering 
exclamation points on already stellar individual nights at the plate. Duggar’s two-RBI double 
and Posey’s RBI double helped the hosts blow the Bay Bridge series opener wide open, giving 
the Giants (50-46) plenty of cushion in an eventual 7-1 win over the red-hot A’s (53-42) on 
Friday night. 

“It’s a tough spot to put somebody in,” Bumgarner said of the mess he left Moronta with. “He 
did as good a job as you can do, especially in that situation right there. 

“I think that won the game for us, that particular inning.” 

A’s starter Edwin Jackson, he of 14-plus MLB seasons, threw a perfect first three innings. 
Duggar (2-for-4, three runs, two RBIs) was the first Giant to reach base when he ripped a double 
down the right-field line to lead off the bottom of the fourth, his fourth straight game with a hit 
to begin his major-league career. After Duggar reached third on a Brandon Belt groundout to 
first, McCutchen walked and All-Star starter Brandon Crawford stepped to the plate with 
runners on the corners and one out. 



7 

 

The Giants gifted Oakland an out when McCutchen was easily caught stealing, and Duggar 
couldn’t dart home when the ball was thrown to second. Fortunately for the hosts, the Athletics 
delivered them a run on a silver platter, courtesy of Jackson tumbling off the bound during his 
motion, thus balking and sending Duggar home uncontested for a 1-0 lead. 

“We’ll take a run any way we can get it,” Duggar said. “When ‘Cutch stole I didn’t get the best 
jump that I wanted to ’cause I was thinking about going … fortunately enough he balked, got 
the run in.” 

Bumgarner mowed through the visitors in the meantime, retiring 14 straight after Marcus 
Semien’s single to start the game. Those 14 outs came in a variety of ways, five on the ground, 
five through the air and four finding Posey’s glove for strike three. Batter 15 was a different 
story, however, as Pinder mashed the ball 412 feet into the left-center field stands to tie the 
game with only the A’s second hit of the night. A brief but audible “Let’s Go Oakland” chant 
even broke out behind the Giants dugout after Pinder’s long ball. 

Both the Giants and Athletics are in the playoff picture as the All-Star break approaches. 
Entering Friday’s game, the A’s sat five games out of the AL’s second Wild Card spot and the 
Giants entered three games out of the NL West lead and four games separated from the second 
Wild Card berth. After last season, not many would’ve expected the Bay Bridge series to carry 
these stakes right before the break. Friday’s game certainly felt like two teams jockeying for 
much-needed position with the playoffs in mind, one team riding its pitcher somehow still in 
the league and the other on the back of one of the best in the game and a possible Hall of 
Famer. 

Posey, batting fifth for the first time since 2010, drove in the go-ahead run in the sixth with a 
line drive to left that plated Duggar from second without trouble. Bochy wanted to balance his 
lineup out by dropping the right-handed hitting Posey between two left-handed hitters 
(Crawford and Sandoval) instead of hitting him second or fourth next to the three-hitter and 
right-handed hitting McCutchen. 

A change in spot didn’t matter for Posey, as shown by his two-hit, two-RBI night that featured 
the game-winning RBI. 

Even with a 2-1 lead and a stellar six innings of one-run, three-hit ball behind him, Bumgarner 
trotted off the field in the seventh well-positioned for a potential loss as Moronta jogged on. 
“I just go out there and the first thing I think is just, ‘Do my job,'” Moronta said through 
translator Erwin Higueros. “Try to throw strikes and let the ball find the strike zone.” 

Moronta did just that, and the Giants’ bats took care of the rest. 

 
San Jose Mercury News  
Giants sign journeyman outfielder to minor league contract  
Kerry Crowley  
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SAN FRANCISCO–The Giants lost one outfielder in a trade last week, but they signed another 
right-handed hitting center fielder Friday. 

San Francisco agreed to terms on a minor league contract with free agent Peter Bourjos, 31, 
who was released by the Atlanta Braves last week. 

Bourjos will report to Triple-A Sacramento and could earn starts in center field after the River 
Cats’ outfield depth took a hit when rookie Steven Duggar was promoted to the Giants Sunday. 
 
Duggar was called up from Sacramento to take the roster spot of outfielder Austin Jackson, who 
was traded to the Texas Rangers after signing a two-year deal with the Giants last offseason. 
Jackson was expected to play all three outfield positions and provide a strong presence in the 
lineup against left-handed starters, but after he struggled during the first half, the Giants sent 
him to the Rangers along with reliever Cory Gearrin and prospect Jason Bahr to dump salary. 

San Francisco received a player to be named later or cash considerations in the deal. 

Bourjos signed a one-year deal with the Braves during the offseason and hit .205 in 44 at-bats 
with Atlanta this season. 

“Still a good athlete and can fly,” manager Bruce Bochy said of Bourjos. “A really good defender 
and he’s a right-handed bat that has a knack for scoring runs.” 

A career .240 hitter, Bourjos’ best season came in 2011 with the Angels when he hit .271 with a 
.765 OPS. 

It’s unlikely Bourjos will receive a major league opportunity with the Giants, but that could 
change if either Duggar or the team’s other center fielder, Gorkys Hernández, suffers an injury. 

 

 
 
 
MLB.com  
Duggar leads charge to open Battle of the Bay  
Martin Oppegaard  
 
 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Steven Duggar harmlessly grounded out to the pitcher in his first-bat of 

Friday's game. But from that 11-pitch at-bat, in which Duggar fell behind 1-2 and fouled off five 

pitches, it became evident the leadoff hitter was locked in. 

The Giants won, 7-1, to capture the first installment of the Bay Bridge Series. Duggar had a 

hand in five of those runs. In just his fourth career game, the 24-year-old went 2-for-3 with 

http://m.mlb.com/player/621453/steven-duggar
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three runs scored and two RBIs. 

Manager Bruce Bochy praised the youngster's performance Friday. 

"He was in the middle of everything today," Bochy said. "All of the rallies, got the big hit to 
break it open, and the first at-bat was a good at-bat. He looks like he's comfortable already 
from the get-go; he's throwing out some good at-bats, playing good defense. Just a really nice 
ballgame by him." 

Ranked the Giants' No. 3 prospect by MLB Pipeline, Duggar faced his biggest moment since his 

Major League callup Sunday in the seventh inning. Trailing, 2-1, the A's brought in a left-hander 

to face Duggar with the bases loaded. Down 0-2 in the count, the center fielder ripped his 

second double of the game, putting the Giants up 4-1. 

"I was locked in, ready to go," Duggar said. "I had a feeling they were going to go to that lefty in 

the 'pen when I was in the hole if the bases were loaded. I just tried to mentally prepare for 

that and just tried to make the most of that situation." 

Buster Posey capped the five-run inning with a double and his second RBI of the game. 

Starter Madison Bumgarner (3-3) threw six-plus innings of one-run ball to earn the win. He 

allowed three hits, struck out five and walked three, two of which came in a laborious seventh 

inning. The Giants have won four of his last five outings. 
 

Not only did the Giants win, they seem to have found their leadoff hitter of the future. It's 
something Bochy said he is going to think about. 

"The thing you like about Steven is he's a patient hitter," Bochy said. "He usually sees a lot of 
pitches, battles up there, he's got some pop, too. And then he gives you the speed, he can steal 
a base or take the extra base. I think that [leading off] is going to be his role." 

Duggar is comfortable in the leadoff spot. It's where he hit in his ascent through the Giants' 
farm system, and where he's hit in three of his four Major League starts thus far. 

"I think up here the emphasis is just to get on base," Duggar said. "Work a good at-bat to lead 
off the game. Just try to find a way on because the guys behind me are All-Stars, they swing. 
Just try to get on base, make something happen and score some runs." 

On Friday, Duggar showcased his entire skillset. He was poised at the plate, he manufactured 

runs with his speed and he played terrific defense. It was everything the Giants were hoping to 

see from the highly touted July callup. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sf
http://m.mlb.com/player/457763/buster-posey
http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
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"I'm glad he's here," Bumgarner said. "I've been waiting, I think a lot of people have. We're all 

excited to have him here and see what he can do." 

Reyes Moronta entered Friday night's game in the seventh inning with the bases loaded and 

nobody out. The right-hander exited to a standing ovation after escaping from the jam that 

Bumgarner induced by allowing a leadoff single and issuing consecutive walks, both on full 

counts. 

"Unbelievable job right there," Bumgarner said. "It was a tough spot to put somebody in and he 

did as good of a job as you can do, especially in a one-run game. I think that was the big 

momentum shifter. I think that particular inning won the game for us." 

Bochy agreed. 

"You always look at a point in the game that could be the turning point and that certainly was," 
Bochy said. "Bum threw a great ballgame but a base hit, walk, and then he walks the next guy. 
At that point he's coming out and we've done that a few times to Moronta, put him in a tough 
situation. But he handles it so well, that's going beyond, not to give up a run. He has that kind 
of stuff and poise, and that's the turning point in the game, really." 

Moronta has not allowed a hit in 12 straight appearances and lowered his ERA to 1.76 with a 

scoreless frame Friday. 

"I just go out there and the first thing I think is to do my job," Moronta said through translator 

Erwin Higueros. "Try to throw strikes and let the ball find the strike zone." 

Bumgarner was the first person to greet Moronta at the dugout steps, a formal handshake 

followed by an appreciative hug. A bevy of Giants came next. 

Asked what Bumgarner said when he met him in the dugout, the right-hander smiled. 

"He just hugged me." 

Posey entered Friday's game 1-for-17 in his career against Edwin Jackson. It was the fewest hits 

among all pitchers he has faced at least 16 times. Posey collected his second career hit off 

Jackson, an RBI single in the sixth inning. 

Duggar manufactured the first run of the game by leading off the fourth inning with a double. 

He advanced to third on Brandon Belt's groundout and scored when Jackson balked. 

"My front spike just caught the dirt," Jackson said. "It's a first. I guess when you play this long 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606625/reyes-moronta
http://m.mlb.com/player/429719/edwin-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/474832/brandon-belt
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there's a first for a lot of different things, but that's the first time that I've had that happen 

where someone is on base and a run gets brought in." 

"He competes and he's not afraid when he goes out there. He's picked me up more than once 
this year. It's nice to be able to keep battling, making pitches and not give in and just try to just 
throw a strike in that situation. I saw him down there; I knew depending on what was 
happening, he was getting close. Like I said, I didn't give in and kept trying to make pitches and 
we made some good ones." -- Bumgarner, on his confidence in Moronta 
 
MLB.com 
Suarez, Rodriguez full go for SF rotation 
Martin Oppegaard 
 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Giants manager Bruce Bochy has yet to set the order of his starting rotation 

post-All-Star break, but 25-year old Andrew Suarez and 26-year old Dereck Rodriguez will be 

pitching with little restriction. 

"We're comfortable not skipping them or having to back off at this point," Bochy said of the two 

rookies. "Now, that could change in a month if they're showing any kinds of signs that they 

could use a break. There's no plan right now to back off with either one of them." 

Rodriguez threw three scoreless frames in Wednesday's 13-inning game and was rewarded with 

the win. He'll be available out of the bullpen throughout the Giants' weekend series against 

Oakland, according to Bochy. 

Suarez is set to start the series finale Sunday. 

Left-hander Derek Holland has transitioned into the bullpen since the return of Johnny 

Cueto and Jeff Samardzija. Bochy expects Holland to get some starts after the All-Star break. 

"There will be a time when [Holland] does get a start where we think it makes sense to give 

somebody a break," Bochy said. "That's the value that he gives you. He's ready to help out 

anywhere. It says a lot about him because he's thrown the ball well whether it's in the bullpen 

or starting." 

Evan Longoria has been fielding grounders and taking swings. The third baseman is "coming 

along really nice," per Bochy. 

"He took BP in the cage, that's always a great sign," Bochy added. "I would say we're looking at 

seven to 10 days [from Friday] and then him starting rehab." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605498/andrew-suarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/605446/dereck-rodriguez
http://m.mlb.com/player/502706/derek-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/456501/johnny-cueto
http://m.mlb.com/player/456501/johnny-cueto
http://m.mlb.com/player/502188/jeff-samardzija
http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
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After trading Austin Jackson last week, the Giants signed veteran outfielder Peter Bourjos to a 

Minor League contract. In his ninth Major League season, Bourjos slashed .205/.239/.364 

through 36 games with the Braves and is expected to report to Triple-A Sacramento. 

"[He's] still a good athlete," Bochy said. "Can fly, really good defender. He's a right-handed bat 

who has a knack for scoring runs." 

The Athletic 

Thompson: Yes, there was some drama and emotion in Game 1 of the Bay Bridge Series 
Marcus Thompson II 
 
The game began with the A’s as the franchise that was super invested, making a huge deal out 
of this matchup. Banners flew over AT&T Park on Friday afternoon: ’68 Til Infinity, Hella 
History and Rooted In Oakland. A’s president David Kaval made his entrance to the game ghost 
riding the ship. OK, it wasn’t quite Marshawn Lynch-style, but Kaval did pull up to the game on a 
boat and watched from McCovey Cove. 

And the Giants, with three titles in the last decade, aptly played the role of franchise too high-
stakes to get excited about backyard hype. The A’s brought the spunk to the party. And they 
were right there, in position to fire the opening salvo in the Bay Bridge series. Bases loaded, 
none out in the top of the seventh inning, and one big hit from flexing their rejuvenation in the 
face of the declining Giants. A’s fans everywhere eagerly awaited the big stick to work its magic 
and stick it to the Giants. 

The A’s whiffed on the moment. 

“Nine times out of 10, you put our team in the same situation,” starting pitcher Edwin Jackson 
said after the game, “things are different.” 

It was the Giants who came up with the big hits. It was the Giants who pressed the right bullpen 
buttons. It was the Giants who came up clutch. 

In baseball, it’s so easy to hide behind the “it’s one game” ideology. It’s true — just .006 
percent of the season. But the meaning of this one game was evident from both sides. 

Yes, the Giants were invested in this. Their matter-of-fact demeanor crumbled as the game 
progressed and their eagerness was revealed. 

AT&T was rocking as the Giants shifted gears on the A’s with a five-run bottom of the seventh. 
Before that, Reyes Moronta roared after getting out of a bases-loaded, no-out jam. This 7-1 win 
over the Oakland squad was hardly ho-hum. Giants fans certainly were happy to silence the 
increasingly noisy A’s fans. 

Bay Area baseball felt kinda back. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457706/austin-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/488721/peter-bourjos
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Yes, the win was needed by the Giants, who are still four losses behind the division-leading 
Dodgers. The Giants need to stay within striking distance after hanging on through some early-
season struggles. But this was also a statement for the Giants. 

The A’s came in as the big dogs in the Bay this year. The A’s came in with the sexier name after 
going 5-2 in a seven-game roadie at Cleveland and Houston. 

And the A’s defense helped Jackson scrap his way to a quality start. The Giants touched him a 
bit. The contact they were getting suggested they were onto Jackson and it was a matter of 
time, but the A’s defense held up. And Jackson, who didn’t have his slider and had to lean on 
his cutter, only gave up two runs. One of them came on a balk when his front spike caught the 
dirt, tripping him as he was in his motion — he never released the ball. 

And eventually, the A’s chased Bumgarner. Doing what they usually do, the A’s batters pushed 
up his pitch count and put him on the brink. Chad Pinder even crushed one out on Bumgarner, 
who eventually left with no outs and the bases loaded, falling prey to the patiently relentless 
A’s offense. 

It was the seventh inning. Down 2-1, one hit from taking the lead, and their vaunted bullpen 
lined up, this was A’s baseball set up perfectly. 

The A’s are 10-2 when tied after the seventh inning. They are 36-0 when leading after seven 
innings. The Giants, on the other hand, are 9-42 when tied or trailing after the seventh inning. 
This year, this is what the A’s do. 

But the seventh inning turned out to be a throwback and not a glimpse into the future. It was a 
time warp, back to a time where the Giants made all the right moves and the A’s talent was no 
match for professional execution. 

Suddenly, the Giants reminded everyone this what they’ve been doing at the highest level for 
the better part of the last nine years. And the A’s reminded everyone that their scuffling recent 
past is still visible in the rear view. 

Against the young, talented A’s, the aging Giants showed off their young talent. Using rookies 
Moronta and Steven Duggar, whose two-run double in the bottom off the seventh broke open 
the game, the Giants looked like the team that always comes through, with its tradition of 
improbable-yet-timely production. 

Meanwhile, the A’s couldn’t do anything right when it was time. Pinder struck out when a fly 
ball would have tied the game. Jonathan Lucroy and pinch-hitter Nick Martini couldn’t get the 
ball out of the infield. 

Bob Melvin was 0 for 2 on his bullpen choices in the bottom of the seventh. He turned to Ryan 
Dull, who couldn’t get an out, leaving with the bases loaded and setting up the suboptimal 
debut of Jeremy Bleich. By the time the inning was over, the Giants had scored five times on 
four hits, a walk, a hit batter, a sacrifice fly and a wild pitch. It was a meltdown by all A’s parties. 

Melvin said he didn’t want to turn to his bullpen horses while the A’s were trailing. Lou Trivino 
and All-Star closer Blake Treinen were waiting. But Melvin held onto his ace cards. 
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That’s the funny part about the first of the six-game showdown, with the All-Star break in the 
middle. By the end, it was the A’s putting out the we-ain’t-even-tripping vibe. The A’s were 
thinking big picture, leaning on their previous accomplishments to put this “L” into it’s proper 
just-one-game perspective. 

Both teams, at some point, were really hype about this series. Both teams, at some point, were 
too big time to be be hype about this series. Yeah, Bay Area baseball is kinda back. 

The Athletic  
Hard act to follow: How Reyes Moronta is transforming the Giants bullpen  
Andrew Baggarly  
 
A total of 112 major league pitchers have thrown a fastball in excess of 98 mph this season. 
Exactly two of them are Giants. And one of them, Ray Black, made his major league debut last 
week. 

This is nothing new. The Giants have had their novelty acts who flirted with triple digits from 
time to time — Erick Threets, anyone? — but for the most part, their golden age of bullpen 
success was gilded with movement, guile, location, an uncanny ability to keep the ball in the 
park and lethal platoon splits. Some relievers can throw heat and strike a match. Bruce Bochy 
trusted his matchups. 

But the game is changing and everyone in a major league bullpen, or at least the guys who 
unbutton their jackets last, are throwing exceptionally hard. Even Triple-A bullpens are loaded 
with kids who throw fuzz. 

There are situations when it is extremely handy to have someone like that. Bases loaded and 
nobody out, for instance. 

So in the seventh inning Friday night, as the fog billowed below the light standards and the first 
three A’s batters reached against Madison Bumgarner with the Giants leading by a run, Bochy 
went to his liveliest arm. 

He went to Reyes Moronta. 

Perhaps you had a vague idea that Moronta was having a nice season. But you probably missed 
this factlet: he had gone 11 consecutive appearances without allowing a hit. His .141 
opponent’s average ranked as the sixth best in the National League. A matchup guy? Pffffft. 
Lefties had two hits in their last 27 at-bats against him. 

On the last road trip in Colorado, when the Rockies loaded the bases with nobody out in the 
seventh inning against Bumgarner, it was Moronta who took possession of the baseball. He 
might have overthrown a bit as he issued a five-pitch walk to Nolan Arenado, which all things 
considered, wasn’t the worst possible outcome. Then came a double-play grounder that plated 
a run. And then an uncharacteristic error from shortstop Brandon Crawford allowed a third run. 

All three of Moronta’s inherited runners scored. But Bochy took away a much different 
impression. He saw a rookie with a steady heartbeat. 
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So when the Giants held a 2-1 lead Friday night at AT&T Park and the same situation presented 
itself — bases loaded, no outs, Bumgarner handing over the baseball — Bochy had one man in 
mind. 

The only guy on the team other than Black who has topped 98 mph this season. 

Want some pitch data? Of course you do. 

Entering Friday, the Giants had thrown a total of 457 pitches at 96 mph or harder. Moronta had 
thrown 61 percent of those pitches. Giants pitchers had thrown 190 pitches at 97 mph or 
harder. Moronta had thrown 77 percent of those. Over the past two seasons, they have thrown 
68 pitches at 98 mph or harder. Moronta has thrown more than half of those. (Black, with all of 
two big league appearances, has thrown 15 already.) 

Moronta’s fastball might not stand out next to Jordan Hicks or Luis Severino or Aroldis 
Chapman. But for the Giants, it is elite heat. 

And so what did he throw on the first pitch with the bases loaded? 

A slider, of course. 

“I worked on that all winter,” Moronta said. “I saw it was working.” 

He faced Chad Pinder, who had homered off Bumgarner in his previous at-bat. He mixed sliders 
with hard fastballs before dropping an 82 mph lead weight that squeaked beneath Pinder’s 
swing. When Jonathan Lucroy poked his bat at a slider and sent a sinking liner down the third-
base line, Pablo Sandoval made a nimble reaction that nearly resulted in a double play. He 
secured the line drive and almost beat Stephen Piscotty back to third base. Then came 98 mph 
that moved like a downed power line as pinch hitter Nick Martini grounded out. 

Moronta gave out a yell as he stomped off the mound. Bumgarner was the first person to meet 
him on the top step of the dugout. 

What most impressed Bumgarner? 

“I mean, his stuff for one,” Bumgarner said. “It’s electric stuff. And how he competes. There’s 
no fear when he goes out there.” 

Bumgarner said he has developed such faith in Moronta that it allowed him to pitch a bit 
differently after Piscotty hit a leadoff single and he had to navigate power threats in Matt Olson 
and Matt Chapman. 

“It’s nice to feel like you can keep battling and make pitches and not give in,” Bumgarner said. 
“I’d seen (Moronta) down there and I knew depending on what happened, it was getting close.” 

With a lesser bullpen, perhaps Bumgarner takes it upon himself to get a contact out. But when 
you trust the next pitcher behind you, it’s easier to feel like you can leave them to finish what 
you started. 

It’s the same with a lineup. When a hitter doesn’t believe that the guy in the on-deck circle can 
come through, then he’s tempted to expand the zone and try to make something happen. This 
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is how success becomes contagious. This is how chemistry develops. It’s all based on trust and 
belief, and not merely with yourself. 

Somewhere along the way, Moronta developed that belief in himself. He was 17 years old and 
not a prospect when he began adding a bit of velocity in the Dominican Republic and drew the 
attention of area scout Jonathan Bautista. When Moronta threw for the Giants, they offered 
him $20,000 on the spot. 

“Sometimes, you see something and you have to pull the trigger right away,” said Joe Salermo, 
the Giants’ director of international operations. 

The Giants keep seeing bigger and better things from Moronta. He’s up to 12 hitless 
appearances now stretched across 8 1/3 innings. Two more outs and he’d throw the reliever’s 
version of a no-hitter. 

“The biggest thing is that as the year’s gone along, he’s been more comfortable in those 
situations,” catcher Buster Posey said. “He believes he’s got the stuff to get out of those 
situations. I mean, the fastball is 98 and moving all over the place. He’s a tough at-bat.” 

Bochy did not have to work batter-to-batter matchups or try to squeeze every last bit of the 
percentages. When you have a big arm, you’re content to just blow on the dice. 

“It’s huge for us to have a weapon like that,” Bochy said. “It seems like in that sixth or seventh 
inning, you need a guy coming in who can bail you out with a strikeout. He’s throwing 98 with a 
great breaking ball. He’s saved us several times since he’s been up here.” 

And if Black can develop the same confidence and resilience? The Giants will be able to pull 
double shots of espresso. 

They might be cultivating the same confidence with leadoff hitter Steven Duggar, who was in 
the middle of all three scoring rallies that fueled the Giants’ eventual 7-1 victory. He doubled 
and scored on Edwin Jackson’s balk in the fourth. He drew a leadoff walk and scored the tie-
breaking run on Posey’s single in the sixth. And his two-run double opened up the game in the 
seventh. 

Duggar’s defense in center field, flanked by Gorkys Hernández in left and Andrew McCutchen in 
right, promises to turn what had been a shaky unit into a bona fide strength. 

“I’m glad he’s here,” Bumgarner said of Duggar. “I’ve been waiting. I think a lot of people were, 
actually.” 

As much as the Giants relied on their rookies and upstarts to take Friday’s series opener, they 
still need their stars to shine brightly in the second half. And Buster Posey with a bad hip and 
diminished bat speed is still Buster Posey. It had to be reassuring to see him collect a couple of 
hard hits to his pull side. And it had to be reassuring to see Bumgarner, coming off a 
disappointing start against the Cardinals in which he lambasted his performance, channel his 
dissatisfaction into a cutter-happy show of near dominance over one of baseball’s hottest 
teams. 
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But as Bumgarner’s evening threatened to unravel, it took the sight of Moronta getting 
lathered up in the bullpen to embolden him and remind him to keep making pitches. 

It’s important that Moronta trusts his stuff. It can make a world of difference when the staff ace 
trusts that stuff, too. 

“I’m thankful for those kind words,” said Moronta, told of Bumgarner’s praise. “At the same 
time, we are teammates and we are all in this together. I am thankful for his words and that the 
manager trusts me in that situation.” 

The Athletic  
On either side of the Bay, Brandon Crawford and Matt Chapman continue to dazzle with their 
gloves 
Michael Wagaman  
 

Giants shortstop Brandon Crawford sprints left to make a sliding stop behind second base near 

the outfield grass and snares a sharp grounder up the middle by the Cubs’ Addison Russell. 

Crawford promptly pops up to deliver a razor-sharp throw to first for the out. 

Across the Bay in Oakland, Matt Chapman backhands a ball down the third base line as his 

momentum takes him into foul territory well beyond the coaches’ box. He twists his torso while 

in motion and flings a throw across the infield to easily beat the runner. 

With exit velocity and launch angle having become the topics du jour in analytics-crazed 

baseball, Crawford and Chapman are keeping the cool in defense with their flashy glove work. 

That dazzling defense will be on display during this weekend’s Bay Bridge Series, too. 

There is an almost melodic sweetness to the way both play, the degree of difficulty often 

overlooked by their silky smooth fielding that makes even the trickiest of plays look easy. On 

any given night, one — if not both — can be found on the nightly highlight shows with their 

latest defensive gem. 

“Crawford for me, everything looks so smooth and easy,” A’s manager Bob Melvin said. “Our 

guy over at third is acrobatic it seems like. Both of them have terrific arm strength. Crawford 

through the years knows where to play everybody so he’s a little bit more experienced than 

Chap as far as that goes. But at the end of the day they’re both two of the best defenders in the 

game. 

“Maybe the best third baseman in the American League and maybe the best shortstop in the 

National League. They do it a little bit differently but both so good and so steady.” 

The A’s have been one of the hottest teams in baseball recently following a slow start, while the 

Giants are contenders in the NL West despite a slew of injuries to key players. The one constant 

for both has been the insanely good defense from their best infielders. 
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That defense is one of the few things the two have in common. 

One is a two-time World Series champion and father of four (including a brand new baby boy) 

who has been a fan favorite in San Francisco for years, easily distinguished by his trademark 

long brown hair and made-for-television smile. 

The other is a relative newcomer to the major leagues who won’t even be eligible for 

arbitration for another three years and who can walk down the streets in downtown Oakland 

with his closely cropped blonde hair without drawing much attention at all. 

In Crawford’s case, the sparkling defense is nothing new. A three-time Gold Glove winner, the 

Pleasanton native has quietly built himself into the best shortstop arguably in all of baseball, 

evidenced by his being selected to start in this year’s All-Star game. 

Starters are voted in by the fans while backups are chosen by their peers. Crawford went as a 

backup in 2015 but is headed to Washington, D.C. as a first-time starter. 

It’s easy to see why. 

The jaw-dropping play against the Cubs earlier this week came not long after another dazzling 

defensive gem when Crawford robbed Albert Almora Jr. with a bare-handed grab and throw on 

a short infield chopper. 

Against the Dodgers in April, Crawford wowed the home crowd with a diving stop on a line 

drive to his right then whipped the ball to second to double up Cody Bellinger, who had strayed 

off the bag thinking the ball was going through for a hit. 

A month later against the Reds, Crawford had to go behind second base to grab a grounder, did 

a 360-degree spin and threw to first for an easy out. 

“Anything he gets to and gets his glove on, he catches,” Chapman said of Crawford. “He’s a 

stud. He’s been tearing it up this year.” 

To be sure, Crawford is more than just a glove and smile. A Silver Slugger winner in 2015, he hit 

.189 through the first month of the season before making a slight alteration to his mechanics. 

The results were impressive and almost immediate. 

During a 10-day stretch in early June, Crawford went 18-for-35 with two home runs to raise his 

batting average to .338. He’s cooled off a bit since then and will take a .295 average 

into Friday’s game against the A’s. 

But it’s the defense that stands out most. Crawford has spent countless hours in the field 

working on his craft and will repeatedly watch highlights looking for any little thing he can 

improve upon. 

“I’ll go back and kind of watch plays that I was involved in, whether they’re good or bad, just as 
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kind of a critique of my game,” Crawford said. “I’m going to look back and see what could I have 

done or what did I do right there that maybe I can use later on.” 

Crawford has been so good in the field that he makes the most difficult of plays appear routine, 

be it chasing a pop-up into the outfield and making an over-the-shoulder catch or turning 

double plays with an ease that sometimes borders on the ridiculous. 

“There’s no question that we take Brandon Crawford for granted,” Giants first baseman 

Brandon Belt said. “As players we even do it because he does it so much and so routinely that 

you forget how hard those plays are. And this is not a knock on anybody else, because we have 

some very good backup guys, but when he’s not in there you realize, hey, he usually gets to 

that or makes that play. 

“He’s definitely one of the best in the league. I don’t even know if he can be underrated but he 

probably is.” 

Chapman doesn’t have the extensive résumé that Crawford possesses but the young infielder is 

most definitely making a name for himself around the majors. He leads all third basemen in a 

number of fielding categories, including defensive rating (10.3) and runs saved (20), according 

to Fangraphs. 

Chapman’s diving backhanded grabs on liners down the third base line have become routine, 

and he’s been known to charge in hard from his position at third to field bunts near home plate. 

Last year in Toronto, Chapman was lined up in a defensive shift near second base but sprinted 

deep into left field near the foul line to make an overhead catch. 

“Just from what I’ve seen he looks really athletic as a third baseman,” Crawford said. “He has a 

good arm and has made some plays that a lot of third basemen aren’t able to make just based 

off his athleticism and body control and stuff like that.” 

Chapman has made so many big plays in his short time with the A’s that it’s difficult to pick a 

favorite. 

For Melvin, it was a play Chapman made against Minnesota in 2017 while chasing a foul ball at 

the Coliseum. Chapman made the catch at the edge of the steps to the A’s dugout, jumped with 

both feet over a pair of orange Gatorade jugs then grabbed the top of the dugout with his right 

hand and somehow managed to compact his 6-foot frame down enough to land inside without 

getting hurt. 

“He stuck the landing,” Melvin said. “It was amazing.” 

Lucroy spent 6 ½ seasons in Milwaukee and played against Crawford in the NL. Now he’s 

Chapman’s teammate and says the athleticism of the two is what makes them stand out. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeQv9K-Qemw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeQv9K-Qemw
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“Range and arm,” Lucroy said. “Both of them have great range and both of them have great 

arms. Chapman at third base is the best I’ve ever seen on an infield before. The combination of 

those two guys on the left side of the infield defensively is pretty special to watch.” 

It’s worth noting that the two do share a few things in common. Chapman’s coach at Cal-State, 

Fullerton, Rick Vanderhook, was an assistant on UCLA’s staff when Crawford attended. 

Chapman sees other similarities. 

“He and I have similar actions,” Chapman said. “He has very good hands and a strong arm and 

he’s kind of a bigger guy, kind of like I feel like I would play shortstop. If I was to play shortstop, 

I feel like I would play it like he does.” 

NBC Sports Bay Area  
Steven Duggar does it all for Giants offense in win over A’s 
Alex Pavlovic 

SAN FRANCISCO — Six weeks ago, as he watched the Sacramento River Cats take batting 

practice before his rehab start, Madison Bumgarner asked how Steven Duggar was doing at the 

plate. He wanted Duggar's defense in the outfield at AT&T Park, and he wasn't alone. Giants 

pitchers have been waiting for Duggar's glove since his breakout this spring. On Friday, they 

learned that the bat will help them, too. 

Duggar had two doubles, scored three runs, and drove in two more, handling most of the 
offensive production in a 7-1 win over the A's.  

"I think he's going to sleep good tonight," Bumgarner said. "I'm glad he's here. I've been 
waiting." 

The wait was longer than expected, but it doesn't appear Duggar will be headed back at any 
point. The rookie's biggest game since his Sunday promotion included a pair of impressive 
doubles, but before them, Duggar showed off an underrated skill that will have an impact. The 
Giants have always viewed him as a future leadoff hitter because of the speed, but also the 
ability to have quality at-bats. It was a trait that stood out when Duggar was starting to open 
eyes in A-ball two years ago. In the first inning Friday he saw 11 pitches from Edwin Jackson 
while grounding out. Three innings later, the extended look would pay off on the double.  

"The thing about Steven is he's a patient hitter," manager Bruce Bochy said. "He sees a lot of 
pitches, he battles up there, he's got pop and then he gives you the speed." 

That showed on the first double. The Giants didn’t have a hit when Duggar led off the fourth 
with a liner into the corner in right. He blazed into second in 7.76 seconds, the second-fastest 
home-to-second time of the season for the Giants. Duggar has the fastest, too, a double in his 
debut on Sunday. All of this in less than a week, and for a team that has plenty of burners now 
on the roster.  
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In the sixth, Duggar drew a leadoff walk that would lead to the go-ahead run. He came around 
on Buster Posey’s broken-bat single to left four batters later. It looked to be a tense night, but 
the Giants loaded the bases ahead of Duggar in the seventh. Jeremy Bleich, a lefty making his 
MLB debut, hung an 0-2 slider and Duggar guided it into right, breaking the game open. He 
might have had a triple if not for the runner in front of him being held at third.  

"He was in the middle of everything today, all the rallies and the big hit to break it open," Bochy 
said. "He looks like he's comfortable already." 

NBC Sports Bay Area  
Down on the Farm: John Barr compares Joey Bart, Buster Posey as prospects 
Dalton Johnson  

Joey Bart is not a new name to the Giants. John Barr, the braintrust to the Giants' scouting of 

amateur and international players, has been watching him play since he was in high school, at 

the Cape Cod Baseball League and all throughout his career at Georgia Tech.  

Barr is paying close attention to Bart as the No. 2 overall pick is making his presence felt in the 

name of dingers to start his professional career. Through eight games with Short Season Salem-

Keizer, Bart has six home runs and 14 RBI.  

"It's been a pleasure actually watching him turn into the player that he's been," Barr said Friday 

on KNBR. "He's really come a long way with his defense and his offense." 

The way Bart has started his career has fans buzzing with Buster Posey comparisons. From the 

moment the Giants drafted the 21-year-old, he was seen as Posey's future replacement. 

Nobody knows the progression of the two better than Barr, who scouted both catchers from 

high school on.  

"I don't like to do comparisons, but they're both leaders," Barr said. He then went on to look at 

where both players stood at this point of their career coming out of the MLB Draft.  

"Having been able to watch them both develop ever since they were in high school -- Bart's a 

bigger guy, more physical that way. He probably has as much or more raw power than Posey 

had at this stage. But at the same time, Buster, from a standpoint of swinging the bat, making 

contact and being able to be a plus-hitter, we may have seen more of a pure bat from him in 

that standpoint."  

During Bart's junior year at Georgia Tech this year, Barr was on hand to see him play Posey's 

alma mater, Florida State. With one swing, Barr left with a sight that won't leave him any time 

soon. Bart took an inside fastball and blasted it over the left-field fence against the Seminoles.  

"It was one of the farthest balls that I've seen hit in a long time," Barr remembers vividly.  

http://www.knbr.com/podcasts/
http://www.knbr.com/podcasts/
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Though Bart could be a quick riser through the minor leagues, Barr made it clear he doesn't 

want to rush the catcher this season as he has been playing since January. For now, Bart will 

keep developing as a catcher and erupting at the plate as a Volcano.  

San Francisco Examiner 
Wild Bay Bridge Series opening act with Jed Lowrie injured and Steven Duggar in the middle 
of a San Francisco Giants win  
Shannon Carroll 
 
 
AT&T PARK — The first run of Friday’s Bay Bridge Series opener came when Oakland Athletics 
starter Edwin Jackson essentially tripped on the mound and was called for a balk with a runner 
on third. Then the A’s All-Star second baseman went down, Oakland pitchers hit two Giants and 
allowed a run on a wild pitch, and what was at one point a pitching duel turned into a 7-1 San 
Francisco Giants win in part thanks to one of the Giants’ most recent call-ups. 
 
San Francisco starter Madison Bumgarner came into Friday night’s game with a 3.01 career 
ERA, three World Series rings, a World Series MVP, a $12 million salary, an endorsement deal 
with Ford and Cy Young votes, all with the Giants. Meanwhile, Jackson has played for 13 teams, 
with a 4.65 career ERA, and he’s on a minor-league contract.  
 
A game that easily could have been a mismatch between the ace and the journeyman instead 
turned into quite the duel between the starting pitchers on a cold Friday, before the Giants 
finally broke the game open against the A’s bullpen in the seventh. 
 
Both starters went six innings; Bumgarner gave up just three hits and one run, while striking out 
five, and Jackson allowed four hits and two runs. 
 
Then the two teams went to their bullpens. After Bumgarner loaded the bases with no outs in 
the seventh, the Giants sent Reyes Moronta to the mound. He escaped with a strikeout, a 
fantastic diving catch on a line drive by Pablo Sandoval at third and a groundout to short. The 
tired A’s bullpen didn’t fare quite as well, giving up five runs in the bottom half of the inning. 
 
“You always look at a point in the game that could be the turning point, and (Morata getting 
the Giants out of the inning) certainly was,” Giants manager Bochy said. “I mean, Bum threw a 
great ball game, but base hit, walk, then he walks the next guy; at that point, he’s coming out. 
We’ve done that a few times to Morata. We’ve put him in a tough situation, and he handles it 
so well. 
 
“It’s going beyond not to give up a run. He’s saved us so many times already since he’s been up 
here, and it’s nice to have him to call on, and that’s kind of been his role.” 
 
As Moronta walked off the field after the seventh, Bumgarner greeted him in the dugout with a 
hug.  
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“Unbelievable job right there,” Bumgarner said. “That’s a tough spot to put somebody in, and 
he did as good a job as you can do, especially in that situation right there, a one-run game. … I 
think that won the game for us.” 
 
Moronta said he was just doing his job and wasn’t thinking about the situation he was going in 
to.  
 
“I just go out there, and I try to throw strikes,” he said.  
 
Giants center fielder Steven Duggar, in just his fourth game since his July 8th call-up, showed 
why he’s considered to be the team’s future at the position. He had the first hit for San 
Francisco (a double to lead off the fourth) and crossed the plate later that inning when Jackson 
was called for a balk. In the sixth inning, he walked and, again, scored a run. In that crucial 
seventh inning, he doubled and, yes, scored again, after driving in two.  
 
“He was in the middle of everything today,” Bochy said. “He’s just going to get more and more 
comfortable up here, but he looks like he’s comfortable already, from the get-go.” 
 
Duggar said that he doesn’t care whether he’s facing a left-hander or a right-hander because, 
“to me it’s just another guy on the mound, it’s another arm.” 
 
“There was one thought today,” he said, “and that was just ‘get on base.’ … Just trying to find a 
way on because the guys we have behind me are All-Stars.” 
 

Speaking of All-Stars, the A’s lost second baseman Jed Lowrie when he collided with right 
fielder Stephen Piscotty in shallow right field. Lowrie left the game with a left leg contusion, 
four days before he’s scheduled to take part in his first career All-Star Game. 

With two more games between the two teams before the All-Star break and three right after it, 
things are setting up for a tense five games crucial to the playoff plans of both teams. 

 
 


