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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels bullpen fails to hang on against Astros, spoiling Jaime Barria’s strong 

outing 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — After their heartbreaking 5-3 loss to the Houston Astros on Tuesday night, the Angels 

turned their frustration toward José Altuve. 

José Álvarez had thrown a slider to Altuve that was down, probably not even in the strike zone, and 

Altuve did what few other players can do. He practically picked it out of the dirt and yanked it down the 

left-field line for a game-changing three-run double. 

“Altuve can hit everything,” catcher René Rivera said. “That’s a great player. He’s the MVP because of 

everything he can do up there. That pitch was down in the zone and off the plate. Sometimes you gotta 

tip your hat.” 

The hat-tipping to Altuve spoiled what should have been a night to celebrate Angels rookie starter Jaime 

Barría, who had pitched seven outstanding innings while allowing one run on four hits. 

Barría, in fact, had outpitched Houston’s Gerrit Cole, who was knocked out after allowing three runs in 

five innings. 

All the Angels needed for Barría to notch a victory against Cole were six outs from the bullpen, with a 3-

1 lead. 

Barría had finished with 96 pitches after the seventh. Considering that he hadn’t thrown more than 89 

this year, or 97 at any point in at least the last three seasons, it was understandable for Manager Mike 

Scioscia to go to his bullpen. 

Also, he had Álvarez, a lefty, fresh off four days worth of “recharge” rest, with two lefties due to start 

the eighth. Álvarez also carried a 1.47 ERA to the mound. 

“José is one of our most reliable guys down there, against righties or lefties,” Scioscia said. “He has good 

stuff to go against righties, a really good changeup.” 

But it didn’t go so well. 

He fell behind left-handed hitting Josh Reddick and missed with a 3-and-1 fastball, which Reddick hit into 

right-center for a double. Álvarez threw a 1-and-2 changeup off the plate away from pinch-hitter Yuli 

Gurriel, a righty, who singled into right, sending Reddick to third. 

At that point, the Astros had their four best hitters, all righties, due. Righty Cam Bedrosian was warming 

in the bullpen. Álvarez stayed in the game. 
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Álvarez got George Springer on a fly ball to shallow right, not deep enough to score the run. He then 

walked Alex Bregman, despite getting ahead 0-and-2, to load the bases. He got ahead of Altuve, 0-and-2, 

but couldn’t put him away either. 

“If it’s another hitter, maybe he misses or rolls over,” Álvarez said. “He’s a good hitter. It was a good 

pitch. Nothing you can say about it.” 

Álvarez added that it was “just a bad game. I tried to hold the game there. Things went out of hand. I 

took the loss. I feel bad about it. Tomorrow is another day.” 

His performance cost Barría on a day that he could not have been much better. He struck out seven and 

did not walk any. 

“He threw the ball great,” Rivera said. “That’s a real good lineup and he kept them off balance and used 

all his pitches. He did a great job in seven innings.” 

Barría struck out Carlos Correa twice, each time with two outs and a runner on base. He got him 

swinging through a 92 mph fastball above the strike zone in the sixth. He also fanned Marwin Gonzalez 

three times, the last time on a nice changeup that dropped off the table. 

He worked through a perfect seventh, ending his night by continuing the Angels’ impressive run of 

starting pitching. It was the 15th straight game that the Angels’ starter allowed three runs or fewer. 

After Andrew Heaney gave up one run in eight innings, it was the second straight night the Angels’ 

starter had outpitched his counterpart from the Astros, whose rotation is considered the best in the 

majors. 

Cole came into the game with a steak of 36 straight innings without allowing a homer, but the Angels 

took care of that quickly. 

Justin Upton blasted a two-run homer in the first inning, his seventh homer in May and 11th of the 

season. Upton’s 21 RBIs in May lead the majors. 

The Angels didn’t do much after that until Rivera blasted a first-pitch fastball from Cole out toward the 

rocks in center field, a 423-foot solo homer. Rivera’s third homer of the year put the Angels up 3-1. 

Reddick cost the Angels a chance at some insurance twice. The Astros right fielder threw Mike Trout out 

at third to end the fifth, and he nailed Ian Kinsler at the plate in the seventh. 

“He made two great throws,” Scioscia said. “We’ll stay aggressive on the base paths. We’ll try to keep 

pressing.” 
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Angels move Shohei Ohtnai up to No. 2 spot in the lineup 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — Shohei Ohtani’s ascent in the Angels lineup has brought him to the No. 2 spot. 

How long it lasts is anyone’s guess. 

“This is the look right now,” Manager Mike Scioscia said before Tuesday’s game. “Let’s not get too far 

ahead of ourselves. Let’s see what happens.” 

As Ohtani has proved to be more than capable of hitting major league pitching, he has moved from 

eighth to fifth, and occasionally fourth when Albert Pujols is out. He made his debut in the No. 2 spot on 

Tuesday night, with Mike Trout moved to leadoff. 

Zack Cozart, who had been hitting leadoff for about a week, had the day off on Tuesday. Cozart will be 

back in the lineup on Wednesday, Scioscia said. He did not say whether Cozart would go back to the 

leadoff spot. 

For Trout, it was his first time hitting leadoff this season. He hit there just twice last year. 

“If some guys were swinging the bats a little better, we’d look at some other things,” Scioscia said, “but 

right now it looks best to have Mike and Shohei ahead of Justin (Upton) and Albert and (Andrelton 

Simmons).” 

Ohtani was hitting .348 with a .392 on-base percentage and a 1.044 OPS heading into Tuesday’s game. 

Trout was hitting .310 with a .448 on-base percentage and a 1.089 OPS. 

While Ohtani is moving up in the lineup, his next outing on the mound is tentatively scheduled for 

Sunday against the Tampa Bay Rays, the final game of the homestand. 

QUICK TURNAROUND 

Martín Maldonado ought to be a role model for every slumping hitter. 

Maldonado suffered through a career-worst 0-for-34 stretch in late April, which dropped his average to 

.156 with a .448 OPS. 

When the calendar turned to May, Maldonado suddenly started a hot streak, with 14 hits in his next 24 

at-bats. Although he went hitless on Monday, he woke up Tuesday having lifted his average to .267 and 

his OPS to .720, both numbers the Angels would be thrilled to have over a full season. 

It took just two weeks. 

“I’m seeing the ball good,” Maldonado said. “Trusting the process and putting a good swing on the ball. 

Nothing different than I was doing before.” 
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Maldonado said it was difficult to endure the oh-fer, but in the end he kept telling himself it was bound 

to turn. 

“You know you’re not going to hit like that all year,” he said. “I had a lot of people talking to me about 

staying positive, just having good at-bats. That’s what I was focused on.” 

Maldonado was off Tuesday. He has started 28 of the Angels’ first 42 games, a much more sustainable 

pace than last year when he led the majors with 137 games behind the plate. The Angels played him into 

the ground, which took a toll on his hitting, because his defense was good and they didn’t have a backup 

they trusted as much as they trust René Rivera. 

Besides getting more rest, Maldonado has said he’s hoping to maintain his offense all season this year 

by doing some different work in the gym. 

ALSO 

Keynan Middleton traveled to Cincinnati on Tuesday to get a second opinion on his elbow injury from 

Dr. Timothy Kremchek, a noted orthopedist. An MRI on Monday showed that Middleton has a damaged 

ulnar collateral ligament, which could mean Tommy John surgery that would knock him out of action for 

12 to 18 months. Even if he tries a different treatment, he is likely to be out for months. … 

Blake Wood (elbow impingement) said he felt good after Monday’s rehab outing at Class-A Inland 

Empire, and he expects to be ready after one more outing. Scioscia said Wood will pitch either 

Wednesday or Thursday. … 

Major League Baseball announced the official order of selections for the draft, which begins June 4. The 

Angels will pick 17th in the first round. They have no supplemental picks between rounds, so their next 

two selections will be 57th and 93rd. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (Garrett Richards, 4-1, 4.08) vs. Astros (Justin Verlander, 4-2, 1.21), Wednesday, 6:40, Fox Sports 

West, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels’ bullpen blows it as Jose Altuve’s bases-loaded double rallies Astros 

By Jeff Miller 

The latest buzz concerning Shohei Ohtani started early Tuesday. 
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Way early, like four hours before the game early. 

That's when manager Mike Scioscia's posted lineup in the Angels' clubhouse became public knowledge, 
with certain portions of the public, at least, ecstatic about the possibilities of Mike Trout leading off and 
Ohtani batting second. 

No one said anything about what could potentially happen later to Jose Alvarez, the reliever who was so 
reliable for so long this season — until the arrival of the latest eighth inning. 

Alvarez entered the game having given up three runs in 21 appearances and then gave up three runs 
while getting only one out as the Angels lost to the Houston Astros 5-3. 

"Just a bad game," Alvarez said. "I'll take the loss. We'll take the loss. I feel bad about it. But tomorrow's 
another day." 

Alvarez hadn't pitched since Thursday, Scioscia explaining that the left-hander simply was fatigued by his 
extensive early-season use. 

Against the Astros, he failed to protect a 3-1 lead against a lineup known to be tough to solve. 

"Those guys did a good job in the batter's box," Scioscia said. "Jose didn't make that many pitches where 
you'd go, 'Wow, that was really off.'" 

The eighth inning began with a Josh Reddick double, followed by a Yuli Gurriel single. 

Alvarez retired George Springer on a fly ball before walking Alex Bregman. That loaded the bases for 
Jose Altuve, the reigning American League MVP. 

After getting ahead 0-2, Alvarez was unable to extinguish Houston's 5-foot-6 spark, Altuve sending a 
double down the left-field line on Alvarez's 24th pitch. 

"He hit a good pitch," Alvarez said. "If it's another hitter, maybe he'd miss it or roll over it. But he's a 
good hitter." 

That gave the Astros the lead and spoiled the start of Jaime Barria, the rookie who opened the season in 
triple A but has produced four solid starts in five tries with the Angels. 

This time he outpitched Gerrit Cole, who came in leading the AL in strikeouts and was second in ERA. 

Barria allowed the 2017 World Series champions one run on four hits while striking out seven in seven 
innings. 

"You have to kind of take a step back and say you're looking at a kid who's 21 going out there and 
making in-game adjustments," Scioscia said. "I think that's what drew a lot of guys in our organization to 
Jaime." 

The manager's lineup changes were necessitated by Zack Cozart getting the day off to rest. 
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Scioscia decided to promote Trout one spot in the order and put Ohtani right behind him, the Angels' 
two most dynamic threats posing a potentially lethal 1-2 punch. 

"We're going to evaluate things on a daily basis," Scioscia explained, "and see what makes the most 
sense." 

Ohtani began the season in the No. 8 spot, mostly has hit fifth but also twice has batted cleanup. 

Everything about the Angels' history-making rookie is news, Ohtani's tidy habit of spitting sunflower 
seeds into a cup instead of onto the dugout floor generating a commotion this week on social media. 

The excitement this time, however, went unfulfilled. Trout and Ohtani went a combined one for six with 
two walks and three strikeouts. The hit was a fifth-inning single by Ohtani, right after Trout walked. 

Even there, the power pairing didn't quite work out. Trout was nailed by Reddick, Houston's right 
fielder, trying to advance to third. 

The Angels' offense instead came from Justin Upton (hitting third) and Rene Rivera (ninth). Those two 
were the ones who homered off Cole, putting the Angels in a position to beat the Astros … until that 
eighth inning showed up, and Altuve jumped on Alvarez. 

 

Angels waiting for Calhoun to end slump 

By Jeff Miller 

The top of the Angels' lineup Tuesday — with Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani batting 1-2 — received 
more attention. 

But there also was focus on the bottom, where eighth-place-hitting Kole Calhoun's offensive struggles 
continue to be an issue for the Angels. 

Calhoun is batting .162 with 38 strikeouts and five walks. His two extra-base hits both came on opening 
day. 

Saying "he bleeds for us," general manager Billy Eppler explained that there's a reason why Calhoun's 
at-bats of late have been drawing more of his teammates to the railing of the dugout.\ 

"They know how much he cares and then, in turn, they care," Eppler said. "When he comes out of this, it 
will be a very good story in the support he gets from teammates. It will be a very warm story." 

Calhoun's offensive problems have had no impact on his defense in right field. He leads baseball with six 
outfield assists and helped save a 2-1 victory over Houston on Monday with a stellar catch and throw 
that resulted in a ninth-inning double play. 



May 16, 2018  Page 9 of 34 
 

An eighth-round pick in 2010, Calhoun worked his way into becoming an everyday player for the Angels 
four years later. 

He had three seasons of consistent production before his offensive numbers dipped in 2017. To this 
point, 2018 has been forgettable. 

"He's had to fight for everything; everything," Eppler said. "He's like, 'Here it is, I'm in another fight. I'm 
used to being in fights and I'm in another one. And this one is more public. This is a fight I'm going to 
have to fight in front of everyone.' " 

Another Ohtani Sunday 

The plan remains in place for Ohtani to make his next pitching start Sunday at home against Tampa Bay. 

Manager Mike Scioscia has said the Angels eventually could shorten the time between Ohtani's starts, 
their schedule now having him pitch once a week. 

Etc. 

Reliever Blake Wood (elbow impingement) said he will make his next rehabilitation appearance 
Thursday with Class-A Inland Empire. Scioscia indicated that if all goes well, Wood then would rejoin the 
Angels. … Matt Shoemaker (forearm strain) will spend Wednesday and Thursday in St. Louis undergoing 
additional nerve tests…Keynan Middleton (damaged ulnar collateral ligament) traveled to Cincinnati on 
Tuesday for a second opinion on his injury. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Barrel barrage: Trout off to best start of career 

Superstar's hard-hit rate and barrel rate each highest since 2015 

By Manny Randhawa 

Last Friday night in Anaheim, Mike Trout ripped a line drive with an exit velocity of 118.0 mph at Twins 

shortstop Gregorio Petit. The result was an out to end the game -- a 5-4 loss vs. Minnesota -- but it was 

the hardest batted ball any Angels player has hit since Statcast™ was introduced in 2015. It was also a 

prime example of an overall trend this season for Trout, widely considered the best player in baseball. 

Trout, who has won the American League Most Valuable Player Award twice and finished runner-up 

three times in six full seasons, has produced an exit velocity of 95 mph or greater in 46.9 percent of his 

batted balls so far in 2018. That's his highest hard-hit rate through May 15 since Statcast™ began 

tracking. Trout's highest hard-hit rate for a full season was 48.9 percent in '15. Last season, it was 39.9 

percent. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/463610/gregorio-petit
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
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Trout's hard-hit rate by year 

2018: 46.9 

2017: 39.9 

2016: 40.5 

2015: 46.9 

Of Trout's 113 balls in play so far this year, 19 have been barreled -- that's a barrel per batted-ball rate 

of 16.8 percent. Last season, his barrel per batted-ball rate was 13.3 percent, and his season-high since 

Statcast™ began tracking also came in '15, at 16.4 percent. Trout's average exit velocity is up from 88.8 

mph in 2017, to 91.8 mph this season. 

"I feel like there's nothing different from [2015] to now," Trout said. "I think it comes with experience -- 

knowing the guys, knowing the pitchers, knowing their tendencies. Seeing their pitches. And not 

missing." 

Trout's "barrel" rate by year 

2018: 16.8 

2017: 13.3 

2016: 14.6 

2015: 16.4 

"Not missing" is something Trout is doing more of -- his swinging-strike rate is 17.3 percent this season, 

down from 18.2 percent last year and 22 percent in 2015. A big reason for that is he's swinging at fewer 

pitches out of the strike zone. According to Statcast™, Trout's swing rate at pitches out of the zone so far 

this season is 17 percent, down from 19 percent last year and 22.6 percent in '15. 

"Mike has always had a good understanding of the zone," said teammate Albert Pujols, a future Hall of 

Famer who recently collected his 3,000th career hit. "Now as a veteran, he understands more on what 

pitchers are trying to do in certain counts and situations. He's fine taking his walks because he can do so 

much damage on the basepaths." 

While Trout has fine-tuned his swing over the years, it's largely the same as it's always been. With his 

ever-increasing selectivity, the walks are up, but so are the hard-hit balls. 

"He's putting up good swings, he's taking his walks, and whenever they do pitch to him, he's punishing 

them," said Andrelton Simmons. "He just looks locked in right now." 

"The crazy thing is that he hasn't yet reached his prime," Pujols said. "He continues to get stronger and 

his hands seem to get faster each year." 

A natural result of being locked in the way Trout is right now, the first question that comes to mind 

when he does something like he did last Friday. 

http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/barrel
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
https://www.mlb.com/news/albert-pujols-gets-his-3000th-hit/c-275253320
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
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"When you hit a ball hard, everybody's asking, 'What's that exit velocity?'" Trout said. 

"Everybody" includes teammates. 

"It's just different coming off his bat," said Zack Cozart, who is getting a chance to watch Trout every day 

in his first season with the Angels. 

"He's really short to the ball. And obviously he stays through it. And add to that how strong he is. There's 

just not another guy like him." 

Since his first full big league season in 2012, no player is within 20 wins above replacement of Trout 

(based on Baseball-Reference and FanGraphs WAR). And whether it's how hard he's hitting the baseball 

or the results of that contact, he's only trending in one direction. So far in 2018, he's slashing 

.306/.449/.633 with 12 home runs, eight steals and a higher walk rate (19.8 percent) than strikeout rate 

(18.7 percent). 

"He's still learning. He's been around a while, but he's still just going to keep getting better and better," 

Cozart said. "There's just certain things that he does -- certain pitches that he's able to hit -- that you just 

don't see other guys being able to handle." 

Trout said he doesn't become preoccupied with how hard the ball is leaving his bat, but that he'll take a 

peek every now and again at the television screens in the clubhouse. 

"I think it's pretty cool to have, and it's come a long way," Trout said of Statcast™. 

The batter's box isn't the only place Trout has gotten off to a great start, according to Statcast™. He's 

also improved in center field. In 2016 and '17, Trout's Outs Above Average stood at -2 and -3, 

respectively. So far this season, he's at +3. 

There's no telling what Trout's ceiling is, especially given how he has gone from great to greater over the 

past few seasons. From year to year, the game's biggest stars shine brightest, but there always seems to 

be one constant as other faces change. 

"Every once in a while they'll be like, 'Oh, this guy is pretty good. That guy is pretty good,'" said 

Simmons. "[Trout] has proven it time and time again. 

"He just shows you who he is every single year." 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
https://www.mlb.com/news/byron-buxton-leads-statcast-outs-above-average/c-253726830


May 16, 2018  Page 12 of 34 
 

J-Up stays hot with homer off Astros’ Cole 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Justin Upton picked up his 11th homer of the season with a 395-foot line drive to left field 

off the Astros' Gerrit Cole in the first inning of Tuesday night's 5-3 loss at Angel Stadium. It was his sixth 

homer in his last 10 games, one that made him the first Angels left fielder to hit 11 homers in a season 

since Vernon Wells in 2012 -- and it's only May. 

Upton has hit safely in 13 of his last 15 games, going .323 (20-for-62) with a Major League-leading 21 

RBIs over that span. His overall slash line has improved to .263/.321/.497 after an early-season slump 

had him at .229/.293/.376 with four homers in 109 at-bats at the end of April. 

"I think he's just seeing the ball and not missing pitches," manager Mike Scioscia said. "When he was in a 

little bit of a dry spell a few weeks ago, when he got a pitch, he was missing it. Right now, when he gets 

a pitch to hit, he's putting a good swing on it and he hasn't been missing it." 

Upton's big fly snapped Cole's 36-inning homerless streak. He had allowed only three in his previous 

nine starts before allowing two on Tuesday, as Rene Rivera added a solo shot in the fifth. 

Upton is now hitting .375 (6-for-16) in his career against Cole, with one double, one homer and four 

RBIs. 

 

Barria fires gem, but ‘pen falters vs. Astros 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Left-hander Jose Alvarez has been the Angels' most consistent reliever all season, but he 

finally faltered on Tuesday night, surrendering a go-ahead, three-run double to Jose Altuve in the eighth 

inning that spoiled a brilliant start by rookie Jaime Barria and saddled the club with a 5-3 loss to the 

Astros at Angel Stadium. 

The Angels took a 3-1 lead into the eighth behind Barria's seven innings of one-run ball and home runs 

from Justin Upton and Rene Rivera, but the Astros loaded the bases with one out after Josh 

Reddick doubled, Yuli Gurriel singled and Alex Bregman walked. That brought up Altuve, who fell 

behind 0-2 before hooking a low-and-away slider from Alvarez down the left-field line for a bases-

clearing double. 

"If it's another hitter, maybe he misses it or maybe he rolls over, but he's a good hitter," Alvarez said of 

Altuve. "I think it was a good pitch. Nothing you can do about it." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/543037/gerrit-cole
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-lose-despite-jaime-barrias-gem/c-276863466
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/514888/jose-altuve
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/502210/josh-reddick
http://m.mlb.com/player/502210/josh-reddick
http://m.mlb.com/player/493329/yuli-gurriel
http://m.mlb.com/player/608324/alex-bregman
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Alvarez entered Tuesday with a 1.47 ERA, but he hadn't pitched since Thursday because the Angels 

wanted to give him time to "recharge." He was summoned to pitch the eighth with two lefty bats due 

for the Astros, but he yielded the double to Reddick and then gave up a single to pinch-hitter Gurriel, 

who bats right-handed. The Astros had a string of four right-handed batters coming up, but manager 

Mike Scioscia decided to stick with Alvarez, even though right-hander Cam Bedrosian was warming up in 

the bullpen. 

"Jose's one of our most reliable guys down there, against righties or lefties," Scioscia said. "Altuve hit a 

good pitch. That's probably the one guy you don't want to see in that situation there, but unfortunately 

he found him." 

The Angels (25-16) missed an opportunity to surge ahead of the Astros and take sole possession of first 

place in the American League West. They will instead enter Wednesday's rubber game one game behind 

their division rivals in the standings. 

The Angels also squandered an impressive outing from Barria, who held the Astros to four hits, walked 

none and struck out seven while throwing 96 pitches, 65 for strikes, in his fifth MLB start. Barria had 

bested Astros right-hander Gerrit Cole, who allowed three runs over five innings in his shortest outing of 

the season. 

"I felt really good," said Barria, who lowered his ERA to 2.13. "I felt 100 percent. I was locating all my 

pitches and controlling the outside part of the zone. That's what helped me a lot." 

Cole, a Newport Beach native and a former UCLA ace, brought a 1.43 ERA and the most strikeouts in the 

American League into Tuesday's matchup, but it didn't take the Angels long to get on the board, as 

Upton homered to give them a 2-0 lead in the first inning. 

Mike Trout, batting leadoff in place of Zack Cozart, opened the inning with a walk before Upton 

deposited a hanging breaking ball from Cole into the bullpens in left field. Upton's 11th home run of the 

season -- and seventh in May -- snapped Cole's streak of 36 consecutive innings without allowing a 

homer. Upton is batting .323 for May with an MLB-leading 21 RBIs this month. 

"I think he's just seeing the ball and not missing pitches," Scioscia said. "There was a little bit of a dry 

spell couple weeks ago, he was getting a pitch and missing it. Right now, when he's getting a good pitch 

to hit, he's putting a good swing on it. He hasn't been missing." 

The Astros pulled within one on Brian McCann's RBI single in the fourth, but Rivera restored the Angels' 

two-run cushion with a solo shot in the fifth. Rivera pounced on a first-pitch fastball from Cole, 

hammering it out to left field for his third home run of the year. 

The Angels had an opportunity to expand their lead in the seventh, but they were turned away when 

Reddick made a great throw to nail Ian Kinsler at the plate. Kinsler reached on a one-out double 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/543037/gerrit-cole
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/435263/brian-mccann
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
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off Collin McHugh and then was waved home by third-base coach Dino Ebel on Kole Calhoun's single to 

right field. But Reddick fired an 88.6 mph laser to catcher McCann, who tagged out Kinsler to keep the 

deficit at two. Reddick also threw out Trout in the fifth as he tried to advance from first to third 

on Shohei Ohtani's single. 

"We stayed aggressive on the bathpaths and tried to keep pressuring them, but he did a good job in 

right field tonight and made two terrific throws," Scioscia said of Reddick. 

CULBRETH EXITS 

Home-plate umpire Fieldin Culbreth departed the game in the third inning after Ohtani fouled a 99 mph 

fastball from Cole off his mask. CB Bucknor moved from second base to home plate to replace Culbreth, 

delaying the game for about 10 minutes while he put the gear on. Play eventually continued with three 

umpires on the field. 

SOUND SMART 

Angels starters have a 1.91 ERA this month, the lowest mark in the American League. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

After Bregman singled to lead off the fourth, Altuve drove a fly ball deep to center field, but Trout raced 

back toward the warning track and reached up to make a nice running catch at the wall. Trout then fired 

a strong throw to Kinsler to keep Bregman at first base. 

HE SAID IT 

"Altuve can hit everything. He's a great, great player. MVP because of the things he can do up there. The 

pitch was down in the zone, and I think it was off the plate, too, and he still got a double. Sometimes 

you have to tip your cap." -- Rivera, on Altuve 

UP NEXT 

The Angels will send Garrett Richards (4-1, 4.08 ERA) to the mound Wednesday as they close out their 

three-game series against the Astros at 6:40 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. Richards will be opposed by 

Houston ace Justin Verlander, who leads the Majors in ERA (1.21), WHIP (0.72) and opponent batting 

average (.146) and ranks fourth in strikeouts (77). Richards, who will be facing the Astros for the first 

time this season, has a 3.28 ERA over 71 1/3 innings in 14 career appearances (11 starts) against them. 

 

Tuesday’s top prospect performers* 

By Mike Rosenbaum 

Angels' top prospect Jo Adell (No. 57 overall) belted a solo homer followed by a two-run shot in his first 

two at-bats as he filled out the box score in Class A Burlington's 9-2 win against Kane County. The 19-

http://m.mlb.com/player/543521/collin-mchugh
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/434378/justin-verlander
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
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year-old outfielder would later add a two-run double to finish 4-for-5 with five RBIs as he improved his 

average from .292 to .325 with his third four-hit game this season. 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

Trout, Ohtani bat 1-2 in lineup 

By Daniel Kramer and Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- One of the Majors' most intriguing lineups may be taking off its training wheels. 

The Angels opted for a 1-2 punch of Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani for Tuesday's game against the 

Astros, pitting their best two hitters back-to-back in the starting lineup for the first time this season. 

Trout went 0-for-2 with two walks and a run scored, and Ohtani went 1-for-4 in a 5-3 loss. 

This is the highest in the order Ohtani has batted when starting as the designated hitter. It is also the 

first time Trout has hit anywhere other than the two-hole all season. Ohtani is the first rookie to start a 

game in the top two spots in the lineup and start a game as a pitcher in the same season since Willie 

Smith did it with the Angels in 1964, according to STATS. 

"His talent is too real. … Obviously he's done some terrific things on the mound and in the batter's box, 

and we want that to continue," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said.  

Ohtani began the day leading the Halos in batting average (.348) and slugging percentage (.652) among 

players who have logged at least 20 games, with five homers and 16 RBIs to go with 16 strikeouts and 

five walks. The left-handed-hitting, right-handed-throwing Ohtani is also 3-1 with a 3.58 ERA in six starts 

on the mound, with 43 strikeouts in 32 2/3 innings. 

Trout is off to another MVP-caliber start, entering the day hitting .310/.448/.641 with 12 homers and 25 

RBIs over 41 games. 

When asked whether he contemplated batting Ohtani first and Trout second, Scioscia said everything 

was on the table. 

"There's a lot of paper in the wastebasket," he said. 

Ohtani 'penciled in' to pitch Sunday vs. Rays 

Scioscia all but confirmed that Ohtani will start on Sunday against the Rays, the last day of this 11-game 

homestead. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
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"We will continue to evaluate Shohei. We sure hope [he pitches Sunday]," Scioscia said. "You know his 

routine: He'll hit, throw a couple 'pens -- a light 'pen, then a full gorilla 'pen -- before Sunday and we'll 

have an idea. But right now he's penciled in [for Sunday], for sure." 

Worth noting 

• Keynan Middleton will receive a second opinion on the damaged UCL in his right elbow with a doctor 

in Cincinnati. He returned to the disabled list Monday after making an early exit on Sunday against the 

Twins. 

• Right-handed pitcher Blake Wood will make at least one more rehab start -- either Wednesday or 

Thursday -- before returning to the Angels. He has been on the DL since April 21 with a right elbow 

impingement. 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Altuve’s late 3-run double propels past Angels, 5-3 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- The Houston Astros had managed almost no production from their normally potent 

offense in this series when they struggled into the eighth inning of their second game against the rival 

Angels. 

Nobody was surprised when Jose Altuve provided just the jolt they needed. 

Altuve hit a go-ahead, three-run double in the eighth, and the Astros rallied from a late two-run deficit 

for a 5-3 victory over Los Angeles on Tuesday night. 

Altuve connected on a low pitch from reliever Jose Alvarez, poking it down the left field line and clearing 

the bases to put the Astros up 4-3. 

"I didn't hit it very hard, but I put it in the right spot," Altuve said. "It feels good." 

Although he was thrown out at the plate moments later when he inexplicably tried to score from second 

on an infield grounder, last season's AL MVP had already put himself firmly back on track. He ended an 

0-for-16 skid Monday, and he reached base three times with two hits Tuesday. 

"I think in Altuve's mind, he's been struggling," Josh Reddick said. "He's still hitting .310. I'd like to be on 

that train." 

Reddick threw out two Los Angeles runners from right field, and he also got a leadoff double in the 

eighth against Alvarez (2-1). The reliever swiftly wasted seven stellar innings by rookie Jaime Barria, the 

second straight Angels starter to shut down the powerful Astros. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/641871/keynan-middleton
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/hou/houston-astros
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31662/jose-altuve
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32099/jose-alvarez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30195/josh-reddick
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34956/jaime-barria
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"Altuve hit a good pitch," Alvarez said. "If it's another hitter, maybe he misses it or rolls it over. But he's 

a good hitter." 

Brian McCann had two hits and drove in another run for the defending World Series champions (27-17), 

who reclaimed sole possession of first place in the AL West after the Angels (25-17) pulled virtually even 

Monday. 

Collin McHugh (1-0) pitched two scoreless innings of relief. Ken Giles allowed Albert Pujols' leadoff single 

in the ninth, but finished up for his sixth save. 

"That game went from another quiet offensive night to a really good ending," said Houston manager A.J. 

Hinch on his 44th birthday. 

Justin Upton and Rene Rivera homered for the Angels, whose bullpen blew a golden chance to cement 

their solid early-season start. 

Barria yielded four hits and struck out seven over seven excellent innings for the Angels, but Alvarez fell 

apart in the eighth against the defending World Series champions. Manager Mike Scioscia defended his 

reliever, saying Alvarez had thrown well. 

"Jose is one of our most reliable guys down there, against righties or lefties," Scioscia said. "That's 

probably the one guy you don't want to see up in that situation up there, but unfortunately, we found 

him." 

Gerrit Cole added seven strikeouts to his AL-leading total, but the Orange County native lasted just five 

innings his second career start at Angel Stadium, where his parents were longtime season ticket holders. 

Cole gave up five hits and left trailing 3-1. 

Upton's two-run homer in the first inning was his seventh already in May, while backup catcher Rivera 

added a solo shot in the fifth. 

BIG ARM 

After throwing out Mike Trout at third base in the fifth, Reddick got his second outfield assist in the 

seventh, throwing out Kinsler at the plate by a healthy margin as he tried to score from second. 

"Just some hard-hit balls that got to me pretty quick," Reddick said. "Luckily I was lined up right." 

JAIME SIZZLES 

Barria was outstanding in his fifth career start, limiting Houston to four singles and only five 

baserunners. The 21-year-old Panamanian rookie has been an unexpected boon to the Angels' injury-

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6309/brian-mccann
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32569/collin-mchugh
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32762/ken-giles
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6128/rene-rivera
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32081/gerrit-cole
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
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plagued rotation, and was stellar at home again after taking a no-hitter into the sixth inning of his last 

start in Anaheim. 

LINEUP TWIST 

Shohei Ohtani went 1 for 4 while batting in the No. 2 spot in the Angels' lineup for the first time behind 

leadoff hitter Trout, who had two walks and two strikeouts. Scioscia shook up his lineup because of a 

scheduled day off for Zack Cozart, their normal leadoff hitter. After beginning his rookie season in the 

No. 8 spot, Ohtani has steadily progressed up the order. 

UMPIRE INJURED 

Home plate umpire Fieldin Culbreth left in the third inning when Ohtani fouled a 99-mph fastball off his 

mask. Culbreth was visibly shaken, and CB Bucknor replaced him behind the plate. The 55-year-old 

Culbreth has been in the majors since 1993, appearing in two World Series. 

UP NEXT 

Astros: Justin Verlander (4-2, 1.21 ERA) is coming off a loss to Texas despite allowing one run in six 

innings. He is just 9-8 against the Angels in his decorated career. 

Angels: Garrett Richards (4-1, 4.09 ERA) held the Astros to 1 earned run over 11 combined innings in two 

starts last season. He is 5-4 against Houston in his career. 

 

Umpire Culbreth leaves game after Ohtani foul ball off mask 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Home plate umpire Fieldin Culbreth has left the Los Angeles Angels’ game 

against the Houston Astros after a foul ball from Shohei Ohtani hit him in the mask. 

Culbreth left in the third inning Tuesday night. 

Ohtani’s foul off a 99-mph fastball from Gerrit Cole made an audible hit on the mask of Culbreth, who 

was visibly shaken. Culbreth grabbed on to Houston catcher Brian McCann, and the Angels’ training staff 

immediately came out to help. 

Culbreth eventually walked off the field. The 55-year-old ump has been in the majors since 1993, 

appearing in two World Series and calling many playoff games. 

CB Bucknor moved from second base to replace Culbreth behind the plate. Los Angeles led Houston 2-0. 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30466/zack-cozart
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6341/justin-verlander
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30892/garrett-richards
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Top AL teams setting bar high so far in postseason chase 

By Noah Trister 

The Seattle Mariners haven’t made the postseason since 2001. This year, they’ve looked like contenders, 

and at the moment, they’re on pace to win 91 games. 

Yet if the season ended now, they wouldn’t even receive a wild card. 

The bar may end up being set awfully high for entry into the American League postseason this year — if 

you’re in the AL East or West, at least. The Red Sox, Yankees, Astros and Angels all have winning 

percentages of at least .600, with Boston and New York up in the stratosphere at .700. If the Mariners 

are going to end their postseason drought, they’ll either have to outlast the Astros and Angels for the 

division, or win enough games for a wild card. Both routes appear challenging. 

“We knew when we left spring training, it was going to be a very competitive division,” Seattle manager 

Scott Servais said. “Up and down the division, the fact that you play those teams so much — I’ve said all 

along, the teams that’ll be standing at the end, at the top or near the top, are the ones that can stay the 

healthiest.” 

Not long after Servais said that Sunday, the Mariners lost second baseman Robinson Cano to a fractured 

hand . 

Last year, Minnesota took the second wild card in the AL with 85 wins. In 2016, both wild cards won 89. 

The 2015 Astros went 86-76, and that was good enough for a wild card. 

A record like that might be enough to win the AL Central this year — although Cleveland (20-19) has 

plenty of time to pull away — but the other two divisions look stronger. A sizeable gap has opened 

between the top of the league and the bottom. While the Red Sox and Yankees have been on a tear, the 

White Sox (10-27), Orioles (13-28) and Royals (13-27) have fallen way, way behind. 

At this early point in the season, it’s not a huge surprise to see some teams occupying the extremes, but 

two teams playing .700 baseball is unusual. 

Of course, if Seattle wants a reason for optimism, it can look back to the 2002 season. On the morning of 

May 14, the top two teams in the AL were Boston at 25-9 and ... the Mariners at 26-11. Both those 

teams came back to the pack and missed the postseason. If there had been a second wild card that year, 

they’d have finished tied for it at 93-69. 

As daunting as the American League terrain may seem at the moment, there’s still a long way to go. 

Some other developments from around the majors: 

https://apnews.com/5c0027ace6a6499c86614541e32a6402/Mariners-fall-5-4-to-Tigers,-lose-Cano-to-fractured-hand
https://apnews.com/5c0027ace6a6499c86614541e32a6402/Mariners-fall-5-4-to-Tigers,-lose-Cano-to-fractured-hand
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HANGING IN 

Cleveland’s underwhelming start has allowed the Twins a bit of a mulligan on their own 17-19 record. 

Minnesota is just 1 ½ games out of first place. The Twins rank in the bottom half of the AL in batting 

average, OPS and home runs. After improving from 59 wins to 85 last year, Minnesota got off to a poor 

start in 2018 but has won seven of its last nine. 

HIGHLIGHT 

It doesn’t get much better than a defensive gem to preserve a no-hitter. Seattle’s Kyle Seager made a 

diving stop at third base on Kevin Pillar’s shot down the line, then he popped up quickly and threw Pillar 

out at first in the seventh inning Tuesday night at Toronto. James Paxton was able to finish the no-

hitter . 

LINE OF THE WEEK 

Believe it or not, it’s not Paxton’s no-hitter. Instead, the honor goes to Houston’s George Springer, 

who went 6 for 6with a homer in a 16-2 win over Oakland on Monday night. 

 

 

                 FROM MiLB.COM       

Adell getting powerful, comfortable at plate 

Top Angels prospect sends two of four hits out, drives in five runs 

By Marisa Ingemi 

A week ago, Jo Adell posted his second career four-hit game.  

The top Angels prospect replicated that feat in six games, going 4-for-5 with two home runs and five 

RBIs in the Class A Bees' 9-3 victory over the Cougars at Community Field. 

"Jo is a special player," Burlington hitting coach Matt Spring told MiLB.com earlier this month. "The 

most impressive thing about him is his decision-making at the plate." 

The No. 57 prospect in baseball belted a fly ball to left field in the first inning, his second homer of the 

season. He followed that up with another in the third, skying it over the fence in left-center to plate No. 

14 prospect Leonardo Rivas. 

https://www.mlb.com/video/seager-keeps-no-no-alive-in-7th/c-2021654183?tid=51231442
https://www.mlb.com/video/seager-keeps-no-no-alive-in-7th/c-2021654183?tid=51231442
https://apnews.com/ca16a941b2e3422d91e5da2ad36d0660/No-Canada!-Mariners%27-Paxton-pitches-no-hitter-in-Toronto
https://apnews.com/ca16a941b2e3422d91e5da2ad36d0660/No-Canada!-Mariners%27-Paxton-pitches-no-hitter-in-Toronto
https://apnews.com/b4dc3052d9554a9ab7f9429af7166c65/Springer-goes-6-for-6-as-Astros-rout-Athletics-16-2
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666176
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/burlington-bees-jo-adell-collects-four-hits-in-return-from-dl/c-275891040
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=660844
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Adell lined a single to center in the seventh, then doubled in Harrison Wenson and Rivas with a rope to 

left in the eighth.  

The outing snapped a two-game streak with a pair of strikeouts, he made contact in all of his at-bats 

Tuesday to boost his OBP to .384.  

"He doesn't really chase pitches frequently and he swings at balls that he can hit hard, and the results 

take care of themselves," Spring told MiLB.com. "Having Jo in there changes the whole lineup. I'm pretty 

blessed with hitters on this team, but someone as electric as Jo really just makes the lineup that much 

better." 

The 2017 first-round pick picked up four hits on May 8 against South Bend but hadn't homered since 

his career-high eight-RBI outing April 20 against Quad Cities. It marked the second two-homer game of 

his career -- he blasted two shots last July 16 in the Rookie-level Arizona League. 

Adell's last four-hit contest was his first game back from the disabled list following a thumb injury. He 

was hitting .185 on April 19 before his eight-RBI night and has had three multi-hit contests while batting 

.437 since. The five RBIs were the second-most in a single game for his career. 

"I'm feeling really good right now, back to 100 percent, and it was great to get back out there," Adell 

told MiLB.com after returning from the DL. 

The 19-year-old hit .325 with five homers and 30 RBIs in 49 games over two levels of Rookie-level ball in 

his first season as a pro. He's already less than halfway to that number this season with three blasts and 

24 RBIs and on the same pace with a .325 average. 

Keinner Pina drove in two for the Bees.  

Eduardo Del Rosario earned his first win after allowing a run on three hits with three strikeouts in three 

innings of relief. 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

Angels brace for Astros, Verlander 

Justin Verlander needed to be especially sharp for the Houston Astros to beat the Los Angeles Angels 

twice in their playoff run last September. 

By STATS 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=643599
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/burlington-bees-jo-adell-collects-four-hits-in-return-from-dl/c-275891040
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/jo-adell-plates-eight-in-burlington-bees-28-run-showing/c-273079626
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=650658
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=629493
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Justin Verlander needed to be especially sharp for the Houston Astros to beat the Los Angeles 

Angels twice in their playoff run last September. 

Both times he was matched against fellow right-hander Garrett Richards, and each time he came 

through for his new team, shutting out the Angels on one hit deep into both victories to help smother 

their postseason hopes. 

Verlander and Richards are scheduled to go head-to-head again Wednesday night in the finale of a 

three-game series at Angel Stadium. 

The Astros (27-17) lead the Angels (25-17) by one game for first place in the AL West. 

Los Angeles starting pitchers have dominated the series. 

Angels left-hander Andrew Heaney allowed one run in eight innings in a 2-1 victory Monday night, and 

Los Angeles rookie Jaime Barria gave up one run over seven innings Tuesday, but the Astros came from 

behind against the bullpen and evened the series with a 5-3 victory. 

The other bright spot for the Angels has been left fielder Justin Upton, who hit his seventh home run of 

the month Tuesday night for an early 2-0 lead. 

"Right now, when (Upton) gets a pitch to hit, he's putting a good swing on it," Angels manager Mike 

Scioscia told reporters after the game. 

A night after Angels right fielder Kole Calhoun had a key assist in the ninth inning of the one-run win, 

Houston right fielder Josh Reddick threw out a runner at third and home. 

"When he's given a chance to throw a guy out, he's usually on the money," Houston manager A.J. Hinch 

told reporters after the game. 

Verlander (4-2, 1.21 ERA) enters this matchup with a hotter hand than Richards, but overdue for some 

offensive support. 

Verlander has made three starts in May and allowed a total of two runs over 20 innings, lowering his 

league-leading ERA, but he's 0-2 for the month and the Astros dropped his other start as well. 

He blanked the New York Yankees for eight innings May 1, but six pitchers combined to shut out the 

Astros 4-0. He then allowed one earned run over six innings in each of his past two starts, but was 

supported by a total of one run. 

Verlander wasn't as sharp against Los Angeles in a 5-2 win in Houston on April 25, but was still very 

good, allowing two earned runs in seven innings. He improved to 3-0 against the Angels with a 0.82 ERA 

since he was traded to Houston on Aug. 31 of last season. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/HOU/houston-astros
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
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Verlander and Richards were the starting pitchers on Sept. 12 at Angel Stadium. Verlander threw eight 

shutout innings in the 1-0 win that dropped Los Angeles two games back of the final wild card spot. 

They went head-to-head again 10 days later in Houston and Verlander threw seven shutout innings in 

the 3-0 victory. 

Before his trade from the Detroit Tigers, Verlander wasn't nearly as dominant against the Angels, 

owning a 6-8 record and 3.79 ERA in 17 starts. 

Even with the strong start at Angel Stadium in September, Verlander is 3-5 at Angel Stadium with a 5.15 

ERA. 

Verlander has faced 11 current players for Angels and they're batting a combined .128. Los Angeles 

center fielder Mike Trout is among those who have struggled against Verlander, coming in 2-for-23 in his 

career, but both hits were home runs. 

Richards (4-1, 4.08) is 5-4 with a 3.28 ERA in his career against Houston. 

The Angels have scored at least four runs in seven of his eight starts. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Angels experiment with tantalizing Trout-Ohtani batting order in loss to Astros 

By Fabian Ardaya 

There it hung, posted up on the wall near the entrance of the Angels’ clubhouse, in all its glory. 

A scheduled rest day for third baseman Zack Cozart on Tuesday presented manager Mike Scioscia the 

opportunity to tinker with his batting order. So, after some brief shuffling, the names of arguably 

baseball’s best player, Mike Trout, and its most interesting player, Shohei Ohtani, were posted back-to-

back. 

“There’s a lot of paper in the waste basket,” Scioscia said of his Tuesday lineup. 

“I think if some guys were swinging the bat a little bit better we’d look at some other things, but right 

now it just makes sense to have Mike and Shohei ahead of Justin [Upton] and Albert [Pujols] and 

[Andrelton Simmons]. Just keep it going forward and get some depth in the lineup.” 

Ohtani continued his hot streak, recording his fifth hit in four games and finishing 1-for-4 in a 5-3 loss to 

Houston. 
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For the first time in the pair’s short time as teammates, they were neighbors in the batting order — 

presenting quite the challenge for Astros’ right-hander Gerrit Cole. For Trout, who spent much of his 

first full big league season atop the Angels lineup, it marked just his third time in the leadoff role over 

the last three seasons. 

Ohtani’s inclusion into Trout’s usual two-hole raised eyebrows, even if Tuesday’s game was just a brief 

audition. It was just the third time Ohtani even cracked the top half of the Angels’ order, and was the 

highest the two-way star had ever hit in the big leagues. 

With a .348/.392/.652 batting line and five homers to go with a 181 OPS+ through 74 plate appearances 

entering Tuesday, the move was certainly warranted. 

“We need to get him more at-bats, for sure,” hitting coach Eric Hinske said. “You want your best players 

up there as many times as possible, and putting him up there is going to help. I don’t think he’s going to 

think anything about it. I think he’s going to go and do the same thing he’s going to do, no matter what 

spot he is in the order.” 

Cozart will be back in the lineup on Wednesday. Will Tuesday’s experiment be a brief one, with the third 

baseman returning to the top of the order? 

“Ask me in about 30 days,” Scioscia said. “This is just a look right now. Let’s not get too far ahead of 

ourselves, and see what happens.” 

The insertion of Ohtani into the heart of the Angels’ order could unlock some offensive possibilities for 

the Angels offense as a whole, particularly if he’s able to maintain his torrid pace at the plate. Tuesday’s 

assortment was able to generate some punch, knocking a pair of homers against AL strikeout leader 

Cole and giving the right-hander his shortest outing as an Astro. 

The Angels have largely been locked in to a certain top five in their lineup, with either Cozart or Ian 

Kinsler leading off for Trout, then Justin Upton, Albert Pujols and some combination of Kole Calhoun, 

Simmons and, recently, Ohtani in the fifth hole. That could easily change, particularly given Hinske’s 

background. Briefly as a player and then as a coach, Hinske worked under Joe Maddon — a former 

Scioscia bench coach known for tinkering with odd lineup pairings. 

Last season, with Hinske working as assistant hitting coach, the Cubs used 143 different batting orders 

over 162 games. 

“[Lineup construction is] important, for sure,” Hinske said. “I think guys can feel comfortable in a certain 

spot and like the continuity of knowing where they’re going to hit, but I’m coming from a place where 

Joe Maddon switched the lineup just about every single day. I think we had 52 different lineups in our 

first 56 games last year and guys performed that way. 
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“You’ve just got to take it upon yourself as a hitter to perform at this level, not matter where you’re 

hitting.” 

Last year, Scioscia used 116 different lineups — though he said there is some value in consistently 

hitting in a certain role, as Trout has become accustomed to in the two-hole over the past few seasons. 

“I think there’s a lot of value to your groupings,” Scioscia said. “Certainly, you want all your guys to get 

their pitches. You want to minimize intentional walks … Certainly having guys who can drive the ball 

behind guys that can get on base, there’s a lot of things you look at. 

“There’s some definite things that shuffling the lineup can do, having guys hit that can impact. It may be 

more of an impact in a macro situation, because you never know game by game how it’s going to work 

out. In the macro, if it makes sense, it’ll make your offense click.” 

Ohtani’s progression in the order, just like the process of dividing his time between the plate and the 

mound, has been carefully mapped out and treated with kid gloves. Ohtani was slotted at the eighth 

spot in the order on Opening Day, spending six games in the role before slowly shifting to seventh, sixth 

and then fifth, even batting cleanup a pair of times before taking the second spot on Tuesday. 

As the organization works its way through the original blueprint for Ohtani and tweaks some minor 

quirks, Scioscia’s been pleased with the results. In addition to serving as the designated hitter in just 

about every game except the days before, after and when he pitches, he’s also slotted in well as part of 

a six-man pitching rotation. His next start is “penciled in” for Sunday against the Rays. 

“I think the original template that was put together by [general manager] Billy Eppler [is] working fine,” 

Scioscia said. “That’s the original template, though. We have to be flexible, and we can adjust from it. 

“But right now I think he’s getting the rest he needs to go out there and be able to pitch. He’s shown he 

can pitch, and he’s done a great job in the batter’s box, too.” 

“Whether Shohei wasn’t getting enough hits to fall in, or wasn’t pitching like he did the other day, his 

talent is too real that you’d give him more than 40 games to determine if he is or isn’t working,” Scioscia 

said. 

“I don’t think surprised is the word, but I think that he’s made some terrific adjustments that I think 

have helped him to do some of the things we’re seeing.” 

Ohtani once again flashed some of his natural ability Tuesday against an elite starter in Cole, turning and 

driving a single 95.1 mph off the bat off a low and in knuckle curve in the fifth inning. If not for a great 

throw from Josh Reddick to nab Trout at third, it would’ve extended an Angels rally. 

The 23-year-old said he felt comfortable near the top of the lineup. 
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“It was a batting order that I wasn’t familiar with so there was a part of me that felt unsure,” Ohtani said 

through an interpreter. “However, I was able to to go in it with ease. 

“Connecting [between the batters] is important and while Upton hit a home run today, if I was on base 

we would’ve gotten three runs instead. I’d like to ease in to it and give my team a chance.” 

Perhaps Tuesday was an aberration. But perhaps the Trout-Ohtani pairing moves from brief experiment 

to tantalizing combination of two of baseball’s unique talents. 

“I think everybody can see the value in that,” Hinske said. “You’ve got your two best hitters, probably, at 

the top of the lineup. You’re just trying to get them as many at-bats as possible and letting them take 

their hacks and set things up.” 

 

“Just a bad game”: The Halos suffer through another mercurial night on the 

mound 

By Steve Dilbeck 

If that was a glimpse into the Angels’ immediate future, challenging times await. 

Their bullpen has been an uncertain lot for two years, but through the first quarter of the season it had 

performed beyond most expectations. It was buoyed by the seeming emergence of 24-year-old Keynan 

Middleton as their closer, but Monday they learned Middleton and his six saves could be headed for 

Tommy John surgery. 

The bullpen he leaves behind is something of a rag-tag group, a mix of veterans past their prime, 

youngsters finding their way and those whose bright futures have dimmed. 

Still, as a unit through the first fourth of the season they had offered surprising promise. They 

entered Tuesday ranked ninth in the majors in ERA (3.60), despite being second in innings. 

Monday, the first night without Middleton in a save situation, they turned to 25-year-old rookie Justin 

Anderson. Last month, he was pitching for Double-A Mobile. He became the fifth Angels reliever to 

record a save, but only after right fielder Kole Calhoun turned a strong double play on a catch-and-throw 

from foul territory. 

Tuesday they received seven strong innings from 21-year-old Jaime Barria and this time turned a 3-1 

lead over the Astros to left-hander José Álvarez. 

It turned into a familiar story. 
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Álvarez, 29, had not pitched in five days, though the Angels said there were no medical issues. 

“Just recharging,” said Angels manager Mike Scioscia. 

“Just a couple days off to get back on track,” Álvarez said. 

The left-hander had been one of the Angels’ most effective relievers. He started the night with a 1.47 

ERA in 21 games. He had been charged with a run in only three appearances. 

But this time out, Álvarez ran into nothing but trouble. Josh Reddick led off the eighth with a double and 

took third on a pinch-hit single by Yuli Gurriel. He got George Springer to fly out, but walked Alex 

Bregman to load the bases for MVP José Altuve. 

“That’s probably the one guy you don’t want to have in that situation up there, but unfortunately we 

found him,” said Angels manager Mike Scioscia. 

Scioscia could have brought a right-hander in to face the right-handed hitting Altuve, but none of his 

unremarkable options screamed the obvious answer and he stuck with Álvarez. 

He quickly got ahead of Altuve 0-2 but couldn’t finish him off. Altuve laced a low slider into left to clear 

the bases and give Houston the lead in what became a 5-3 victory. 

“Altuve hit a good pitch,” Álvarez said. “If it’s another hitter, maybe he misses or rolls it over.” 

Angels catcher René Rivera watched helplessly as Altuve reached for the pitch and drove it for a double. 

“Altuve can hit everything,” Rivera said. “He’s a great, great player. That pitch was down in the zone. I 

think it was off the plate, too, and he still gets a double. Sometimes you have to tip your hat.” 

Cam Bedrosian relieved Álvarez and got the final two outs. In the ninth, the Angels went to veteran 

reliever Jim Johnson, who gave up another run on two errors, one by him. 

Álvarez, Bedrosian, Johnson, Anderson, Noé Ramirez, Blake Parker and recent call-up Felix Peña. That is 

your current Angels bullpen. Those are the complete options. 

If it doesn’t inspire confidence, it’s all the Angels have. Some nights they’ll come through, and some 

nights will look like Tuesday. 

“Just a bad game,” Álvarez said. “I tried to hold the game there but things went out of my hands. I take 

the loss. I feel bad about it, but tomorrow is another day.” 
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Kole Calhoun isn’t just struggling this season – he’s floundering. Where do he 

and the Angels go from here? 

By Brent Maguire 

The 2018 season has been a good one for many players on the Angels, who currently sit at 25-16 and are 

tied with the Houston Astros for first in the American League West. Mike Trout, Shohei Ohtani and 

Andrelton Simmons’ contributions have carried the club despite some rough performances from several 

of their teammates. 

One of those teammates is Kole Calhoun, who has been a key contributor for the Angels over the past 

half-decade. But Calhoun hasn’t just struggled this season — he’s been one of the worst everyday 

players in baseball. 

Through his first 34 games, Calhoun has been worth negative 0.9 WAR. That’s the third worst mark 

among all position players. He’s hitting .162/.191/.200 and his wRC+ is 5, which means he’s been 95 

percent worse than the league average hitter when you adjust for home ballpark and league. His lone 

home run of the season came on Opening Day. 

This drop-off has been startling for a player with Calhoun’s track record. Since becoming a full-time 

regular in 2014, Calhoun has been one of the more productive right fielders in baseball. From 2014-

2017, Calhoun hit .260/.329/.425 with a 110 wRC+. His 12.2 fWAR during that span was eighth best 

among right fielders. 

The drop off has been stark and frightening for Calhoun, whose only saving grace has been his plus 

defense in right field. There are several reasons for the decline in Calhoun’s offensive production, 

starting with his approach at the plate. 

From 2013-2017, Calhoun walked in 8.7 percent of plate appearances and struck out in 20.2 percent of 

plate appearances. In 2018, Calhoun is walking in just 3.7 percent of plate appearances and striking out 

in 26.5 percent of plate appearances. He has just five walks compared to 36 strikeouts. 

Calhoun is swinging more than ever, but is putting the bat on the ball less. 

 
Swing % Contact % 

2013-2017 48 % 76.8 % 

2018 51.1 % 74.3 % 

Another area where Calhoun has struggled?  Lifting the baseball. Calhoun, who blasted 80 home runs 

from 2014-2017, has just one home run this year. 
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Fly Ball % Groundball % 

2013-2017 35.9 % 41.7 % 

2018 24.2 % 56.8% 

That is a huge change. Calhoun’s groundball percentage this year is the sixth highest in all of baseball. 

He’s already grounded into seven double plays this season. His career high is 10. 

The combination of significantly more strikeouts along with more balls on the ground has sapped much 

of Calhoun’s value. For a player whose offensive value depends on getting baseballs in the air, this is not 

an encouraging trend. 

The poor approach at the plate explains some of Calhoun’s issues but there are also some whacky 

mechanical problems to blame. Calhoun introduced a leg kick into the mix, which could explain some of 

his timing issues. 

2017’s swing was pretty straightforward. He utilized a small toe tap, had a simple load and just put the 

bat on the ball. 

Compare this to his 2018 swing, which has a lot of moving parts: 

The most obvious difference between the two swings has to do with Calhoun’s front foot. In 2017, 

Calhoun’s small toe tap allowed his front foot to be planted right when the pitcher released the ball. In 

2018, Calhoun’s leg kick keeps his front foot from landing until shortly before the pitch reaches the 

plate. Leg kicks can be a great timing mechanism for some hitters but doesn’t seem to be working for 

Calhoun so far. 

These timing issues have led Calhoun to struggle against all pitches he’s seen this year. Here’s a three-

pitch sequence Calhoun faced recently, which resulted in him swinging through three straight fastballs. 

Three fastballs in or near the zone and Calhoun swung through all of them. He’s currently running a 

negative 15 wRC+ vs. fastballs, a pitch he has a career .278/.367/.464 line against. The swings and 

results have been even worse against breaking balls and off-speed pitches. 

Here’s Calhoun facing a big curveball from the Astros’ Charlie Morton. He’s hitting .143/.143/.143 

against curveballs this year. 

Calhoun has even more issues with sliders, a pitch he has a 59.9 percent strikeout rate against. 

Calhoun also has rough results against the changeup, a pitch he has just one hit against this season. 
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Those four pitches account for 72.2 percent of the pitches Calhoun has faced this year. The one pitch he 

has some semblance of success against (94 wRC+) is the sinker, a pitch he has seen just 21.3 percent of 

the time. This is an issue that makes Calhoun vulnerable against (pretty much) any quality MLB pitcher. 

Another important question regarding Calhoun is how the Angels will handle him this year. He’s only 30 

years old and is under contract through 2019 and possibly 2020. He’s a well-respected and Gold Glove-

winning veteran who still provides defensive value and has a track record of production. However, the 

Angels are off to a hot start and don’t have the luxury of handing Calhoun more at-bats if his slump 

continues. 

So what can the Angels do? Replacing Calhoun from within the organization isn’t really an ideal option. 

Chris Young, the Angels’ current fourth outfielder, is barely worth rostering right now. Jabari Blash is 

mashing in Triple A (.341/.431/.841) but continues to have huge contact concerns and is a defensive 

liability. Michael Hermosillo, one of the more promising Angels prospects, may represent the only real 

replacement and is performing well (126 wRC+) but is also striking out 28.6 percent of the time in Triple 

A. 

For the time being, the best possible option may be giving Calhoun more at-bats and hoping he snaps 

out of it. Manager Mike Scioscia gave Calhoun some days off recently and moved him around the order 

in an attempt to get him out of this funk. The results haven’t budged, which now puts the Angels in a 

tough position. 

Kole Calhoun is young enough and has enough recent success to warrant a longer leash. However, the 

Angels will be in a tough race for a playoff spot for most of the year and may no longer have the luxury 

of waiting for Calhoun to find his swing. 

 

                 FROM FAN GRAPHS       

The Angels’ Experiment is Working 

By Craig Edwards 

Heading into the season, the Angels announced that they’d be using a six-man rotation to help 

accommodate the arrival of Shohei Ohtani. Back in February, while noting that Angels personnel 

seemed well suited to an extra pitcher in the rotation, I nevertheless expressed some skepticism about 

the team’s capacity to pull it off. 

So there is some kind of road map for a six-man rotation in Anaheim. Probability still suggests, however, 

that the experiment is doomed to fail. The Angels have only seven decent starting pitching options in 

their organization, and all of them have injury concerns. The odds that the Angels even make it to 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=19755
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/shohei-ohtani-and-the-angels-six-man-rotation/
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Opening Day with six MLB-caliber starting pitchers isn’t great. Once the ravages of hurling an object at 

high speed over and over take their toll, the team will be forced to use replacement-level pitchers. 

We’re are now one-fourth of the way through the season, and the Angels have had to contend with 

some injuries. They’ve lost JC Ramirez for the year while also navigating around trips to the DL both 

for Parker Bridwell and Matt Shoemaker as well. 

In spite of those injuries, the six-man rotation has been an unqualified success, unless you want to 

qualify whether they have actually had a six-man rotation. The team’s 3.2 WAR from its rotation ranks 

11th in baseball, and the team is in the top half of baseball in ERA and FIP. Ohtani has been great, 

striking out one-third of the batters he’s faced with a 3.53 FIP that is nearly 20% better than league 

average. Presumed ace Garrett Richards has been the team’s fourth-best starter, but that isn’t a bad 

thing, as he’s striking out a ton of batters with an above-average ERA and FIP. Tyler Skaggs has been the 

club’s best pitcher, repeating his good start from early last year but without the injury that would 

sideline him for three months. Right behind Skaggs has been Andrew Heaney — who just struck out 10 

batters last night — coming off of two injury-plagued seasons but has a superb 2.88 FIP in the early 

going this year. 

The table below shows Angels’ starting pitcher production this season. 

Angels Starting Pitching 

Name GS IP K/9 BB/9 HR/9 BABIP LOB% ERA FIP WAR 

Tyler Skaggs 8 44.0 9.4 2.7 0.8 .300 80.6 % 3.07 3.19 1.0 

Andrew Heaney 6 34.1 10.2 2.4 0.8 .330 66.1 % 3.93 2.88 0.9 

Shohei Ohtani 6 32.2 11.9 3.6 1.1 .271 76.4 % 3.58 3.39 0.7 

Garrett Richards 8 39.2 11.1 4.5 1.1 .284 67.4 % 4.08 3.90 0.6 

Jaime Barria 4 18.1 6.4 3.4 0.5 .255 84.1 % 2.45 3.90 0.3 

Nick Tropeano 5 29.2 6.7 3.6 0.9 .253 75.5 % 3.64 4.29 0.3 

Matt Shoemaker 1 5.2 6.4 6.4 0.0 .250 62.5 % 4.76 3.85 0.1 

Parker Bridwell 1 1.2 0.0 0.0 16.2 .444 35.7 % 32.40 26.54 -0.3 

JC Ramirez 2 6.2 5.4 9.5 4.1 .211 61.2 % 9.45 10.94 -0.4 

TOTAL 41 212.2 9.3 3.6 1.1 .285 72.9 % 3.98 3.96 3.2 

While some pitchers have benefited from a better BABIP or left-on-base percentage than others, as a 

team the potential luck factors basically even out. There isn’t anything in the above set of facts that 

would indicate the team has been incredibly lucky as a team. There’s a pretty clear top four in Skaggs, 

Heaney, Ohtani, and Richards. Those four pitchers account for only half of the six-man rotation from the 

https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=8302&position=P
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=11502
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4776
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9784&position=P
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10190
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=15423
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=18356
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=12385
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beginning of the season. The team has actually been pretty creative at continuing to deploy a six-man 

rotation despite the absence of Shoemaker — who could be out a good while longer — Bridwell, and 

Ramirez due to injuries. Heaney, Nick Tropeano, and Jaime Barria stepped in in the third week of the 

season and have pitched well. 

The team has modified a traditional six-man rotation. Richards and Skaggs have essentially taken their 

turns in the rotation every fifth start while Ohtani has received at least six days of rest for every start, 

including a skipped start at the beginning of this month. Heaney has split his starts, sometimes on turn 

and sometimes pushed back a day by a sixth starter. Where the Angels have made this possible is 

through their their liberal use of Barria’s minor-league option. (Don’t worry, he’s still racking up MLB 

service time while in the minors.) Consider the following timeline: 

 April 11 – Barria makes his first start, pitching five innings and giving up one run. 

 April 12 – Barria optioned to the minors. 

 April 22 – Barria makes his second start, pitching just two innings and giving up two runs. 

 April 22 – Barria optioned to the minors. 

 May 3 – Barria makes his third start, pitching six innings and giving up two runs. 

Barria remained in the rotation for a start on May 9, as Tropeano was on the disabled list, and Barria is 

scheduled to start again tonight. It would not be a surprise to see him return to the minors after 

tonight’s outing for the requisite 10 days, as an off day on May 21 means the team could keep the 

rotation on a six-man schedule during this turn and delay another recall of Barria until just after 

Memorial Day to ensure Ohtani gets an extra day’s rest. Barria has pitched very well thus far, and even 

his 3.90 FIP is much better than his near-replacement-level projection, but limiting his exposure in this 

fashion allows the team to keep using a modified six-man rotation without sacrificing much in terms of 

quality. 

Even if Barria falters, the team might be able to use Bridwell in the same role. With a solid top four, a 

combination of Barria, Bridwell, and Tropeano might be able to hold down the fifth and sixth slots 

adequately to keep the team moving forward. This is what our Depth Charts show for the Angels the 

rest of the way: 

Angels Starting-Pitching Projections 

Name IP K/9 BB/9 HR/9 ERA FIP WAR 

Garrett Richards 114 9.2 3.5 0.9 3.71 3.74 2.1 

Shohei Ohtani 101 11.0 3.7 1.0 3.49 3.51 2.2 

Tyler Skaggs 97 8.3 3.0 1.0 3.94 3.94 1.6 

Andrew Heaney 97 8.6 2.6 1.3 4.00 4.14 1.3 

Nick Tropeano 76 7.8 3.6 1.4 4.64 4.75 0.6 

https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/matt-shoemaker-to-visit-nerve-specialist/c-276171664
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Name IP K/9 BB/9 HR/9 ERA FIP WAR 

Matt Shoemaker 75 7.9 2.5 1.4 4.28 4.36 0.8 

Jaime Barria 75 6.0 2.7 1.6 5.04 5.17 0.3 

Parker Bridwell 41 6.3 3.2 1.7 5.35 5.44 0.0 

Daniel Wright 7 5.6 3.2 1.7 5.26 5.51 0.0 

Jesus Castillo 7 5.9 3.3 1.4 4.86 5.04 0.0 

Jake Jewell 7 5.4 4.1 1.3 5.12 5.33 0.0 

Total 697 8.3 3.1 1.2 4.19 4.27 9.1 

Between rotation’s banked performance thus far and the improvements in the projections, the Angels 

are more than a win better than expected before the season started. The recent news on Shoemaker 

doesn’t look good, but even if he doesn’t return, the team only falls back to where they were before the 

season started in terms of expectations. That might be all the team needs from their starters to make 

the postseason. The position-player side, headed by Mike Trout, was always going to be the Angels’ 

strength. The pitching just needs to be adequate, and so far they’ve gotten a little more than that. 

Heaney, Ohtani, Richards, and Skaggs all still have injury and innings concerns, but holding up thus far is 

a positive development. If they were to lose one of those four, they would probably need outside help 

to continue the experiment and have a decent rotation. Assuming the goal of the six-man rotation was 

to protect Ohtani and still have solid pitching, those goals have been met thus far. How far they can 

carry the experiment forward should correlate pretty strongly with the quality of the Angels’ pitching. If 

the experiment falls apart, the pitching staff probably will, too. 

 

 

                 FROM ROTO EXPERTS       

Who is the next closer up for the Angels?* 

By George Kurtz 

Los Angeles Angels: Kenyan Middleton was placed on the DL late Monday with what seems to be a 

serious elbow injury, one that could sideline him for the rest of the season. Who will close in his 

absence? Manager Mike Scioscia was asked this very question before the game versus Houston on 

Monday and refused to give an answer. Actions may speak louder than words, however, as Justin 

Anderson was used by Scioscia to close out the win over Houston. It wasn’t a pretty save, as Anderson 

gave up two hits and a walk. Does he receive the next save chance? It’s really anyone’s guess, as Scioscia 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=15179
http://www.fangraphs.com/players.aspx?lastname=Jesus%20Castillo
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=sa829312
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10155
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could use veteran Jim Johnson, who has performed as a closer in the past. He could give Blake 

Parker another chance. Parker did come into the season as the team’s closer. He could stick with 

Anderson. He could even go with Cam Bedrosian, although that seems the most unlikely out of all his 

options. The best guess is that Anderson will receive at least one more chance to close out a game to 

see if can handle the job and/or gain Scioscia’s confidence. 

Team Closer Next in Line 
Deep 

Potential 
DL 

Top Hold 

Reliever 

LAA 
Justin 

Anderson 

Cam 

Bedrosian/Blake 

Parker/Jim Johnson 

Justin 

Anderson 

Blake 

Wood/Kenyan 

Middleton 

Cam 

Bedrosian 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  


