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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1983 - The Cincinnati Reds send pinch-hitter Mike Vail to the San Francisco Giants in exchange for pitcher Rich Gale. 

 

MLB.COM 
 

Inbox: Can Peraza follow in Cozart's footsteps? 

Beat reporter Mark Sheldon answers fans' questions 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

1:49 AM ET 

 

I don't think that Jose Peraza is ready to fill half of the job left vacant by Zack Cozart. Is he the only candidate for that job? 

-- Fernando A., Panama 

 

To be the starting shortstop when the season opens, probably. I think people forget that Peraza doesn't even turn 24 until April 30. 

He's still very young with a lot of room to reach his potential. Peraza definitely underperformed at the plate in the first half as the 

starting second baseman, losing his job to Scooter Gennett. But when he filled in for an injured Cozart at times in the second half, 

Peraza seemed to do a better job at being more selective at the plate, drawing more walks and making better contact. Defensively, 

he has the range, and I think he will get better with more repetition. Whether he can be as good as Cozart with the glove, I don't 

know, but Eugenio Suarez wasn't too strong defensively and worked his way into being very good. I don't see why someone equally 

hard working like Peraza can't do the same. 

 

Peraza doesn't have the luxury to not get the job done. If and when top prospect Nick Senzel is considered ready for the big leagues, 

he will need a place to play. One of the positions Senzel can play is shortstop. 

 

When do the Reds make an acquisition that sends a sign that they are ready to begin competing? I remember the Cubs signed Jon 

Lester a year or two before they were ready. I am disappointed that this isn't a part of their agenda this offseason. I'm not suggesting 

throwing the plan in the trash, but Lance Lynn to a five-year contract clearly sends a message. 

-- Tracy B., Silver Grove, Ky. 

 

First, the Cubs signed Lester before the 2015 season, when they definitely were ready to contend, won 97 games and went deep into 

the playoffs. Second, signing free-agent starting pitchers means overspending, and while maybe someone like Lynn would help the 

Reds to some degree, would he get them 30 more wins? The Reds won 68 games last season and would probably need 95-100 wins 

to win the National League Central. One signing like Lynn wouldn't help enough. They'd need to sign five Lance Lynns. That's cost 

prohibitive, and the young arms they already have are in better position to grow into good, strong starters rather than overpay to get 

someone who might not and be stuck carrying a bad contract. 

 

What in the world do we think we're doing by trading away all of our star athletes? It's obvious you can't win ballgames when you 

don't keep the good players. We've gotten rid of Cozart, [Aroldis] Chapman, [Jay] Bruce, [Mike] Leake, [Johnny] Cueto. For whom 

may I ask? A bunch of Minor Leaguers. 

-- Hunter A., Covington, Ohio 

 

If the Reds had kept all of those players until they were out of club control, they would have gotten nothing back for them. They 

couldn't re-sign them as free agents as a small-market club, so they made deals to rebuild. Some of the return were Minor Leaguers 

and lesser-known guys. Here are some of them that came back: Adam Duvall (for Leake), Suarez (for Alfredo Simon), Anthony 

DeSclafani (for Mat Latos), Luis Castillo (for Dan Straily), Peraza and Scott Schebler (for Todd Frazier) and Brandon Finnegan and 

Cody Reed (for Cueto). The jury is still out on Finnegan and Reed, while the third lefty of that deal -- John Lamb -- was a bust. The 

return on Bruce -- Dilson Herrera -- is still a question mark because he has been hurt. The only trade that flat-out didn't work was 

Chapman, and that deal was done when his value was at its lowest because of a domestic violence situation. There are no guarantees 

of success in any trade, but the Reds have done pretty well and expect some of these guys to be the cornerstones when they contend 

again. 

 



Given the success of both the Astros and the Dodgers in using players at more than one position to provide lineup flexibility, will 

the Reds use a similar approach in 2018? Thinking of Suarez, Duvall, Gennett and Peraza, along with [Patrick] Kivlehan and others 

on bench. 

-- Ron, Coloma, Mich. 

 

I think that manager Bryan Price would be happy to do that, and he has at times. Gennett played four positions before winning the 

job outright at second base in July. Suarez could play shortstop in the later innings or get an occasional start. Peraza has played 

shortstop, second base and center field already. Senzel, the club's top prospect, is normally a third baseman but is already learning 

how to play the outfield and will add shortstop and second base to his pro resume this season. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 
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Reds' Jesse Winker among Bills fans donating to Andy Dalton Foundation 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 12:41 p.m. ET Jan. 4, 2018 | Updated 3:24 p.m. ET Jan. 4, 2018 

 

Bills fans have donated over $100,000 to the Andy & Jordan Dalton Foundation after Dalton led the Bengals past the Ravens, and 

sent Buffalo to the playoffs for the first time in 17 years. Time_Sports 

 

Jesse Winker’s not an atypical Buffalo Bills fan in that his second-favorite team is the Cincinnati Bengals. 

 

The Bengals’ last-second comeback on Sunday put the Bills in the playoffs for the first time since 1999, when Winker was just 6 

years old. 

 

Since then, Bills fans have deluged the Andy & Jordan Dalton Foundation with donations to thank the Bengals’ quarterback for 

helping the Bills return to the playoffs. 

 

“He’s got a check coming from me,” Winker noted on Thursday. 

 

And if Dalton or Tyler Boyd want a signed No. 33 Reds jersey, Winker’s more than willing to get one to them, too. 

 

Buffalo Bills fans also generous with Tyler Boyd's charity 

 

Born in Buffalo, Winker is a die-hard Bills fan (as if there were any other type until recently) and even used the Bills’ version of 

“Shout” as his walk-up music during the season.  

 

A version of “Shout,” originally recorded by Cincinnati’s Isley Brothers, with substitute lyrics is used as the Bills’ fight song. 

Winker had it played in batting practice after the Bills’ first win of the season and teammate Zack Cozart had it substituted for 

Winker’s regular music for a game at Great American Ball Park. 

 

“He didn’t tell me and I walked up to the plate smiling,” Winker said Thursday. “It stuck for the rest of the time. Once football 

season starts, it may stay.” 

 

A member of the Bills’ public relations department heard it and contacted the Reds. The Bills sent some gifts to Winker and invited 

him to a game in Buffalo. Winker sent along Reds hats and jerseys to not just the PR department, but also the two Bills who are 

Cincinnati natives, center Eric Wood and linebacker Preston Brown. 

 

Winker and his family went directly from RedsFest last month to Buffalo, where they had tickets to the Dec. 3 Bills game against 

the Patriots. 

 

Winker’s family moved from Buffalo to Florida when he was younger and every year the family has gone to the Bills’ game in 

Miami. He was at Sunday’s game against the Dolphins and said he and his mother were driving home after the game and she had 

the Bengals’ game on her phone. When Dalton found Boyd for the touchdown, Winker said he pulled over to the side of the road to 

celebrate. 

 

He already has tickets to Sunday’s playoff game, which is conveniently in Jacksonville. 

 

“It’s very, very cool for me as a Bills fan,” Winker said. “But for it to be the Bengals, from the city I play for, made it extra cool.” 



 

Transactions 
 

01/04/18 Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RHP Cameron Hill to spring training. 

Chicago White Sox Traded 2B Jake Peter to Los Angeles Dodgers; Los Angeles Dodgers Traded cash, RHP Joakim Soria and LHP 

Luis Avilan to Chicago White Sox; Los Angeles Dodgers Traded SS Erick Mejia and RHP Trevor Oaks to Kansas City Royals and 

Kansas City Royals Traded RHP Joakim Soria and LHP Scott Alexander to Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Atlanta Braves sent RHP Luke Jackson outright to Gwinnett Stripers. 

Pittsburgh Pirates designated RHP Johnny Barbato for assignment. 

Pittsburgh Pirates claimed RHP Shane Carle off waivers from Colorado Rockies. 

Texas Rangers signed free agent OF Destin Hood to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Texas Rangers signed free agent RHP Steve Delabar to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians signed free agent LHP Robert Zarate to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster OF Richie Shaffer to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RHP Josh Martin to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RHP Louis Head to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster 1B Bobby Bradley to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster RHP Cole Sulser to spring training. 

Cleveland Indians invited non-roster 1B Nellie Rodriguez to spring training. 

 

 

 


