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1985-Pete Rose collects hits 4,190 and 4,191 tying Ty Cobb’s record, when the player-manager inserts himself into the lineup 

MLB.COM 
Ervin does it all in W; Reds set club slams mark 

OF hits 2 HRs, suicide squeeze, dazzles on D; Schebler's GS Cincy's 10th of season 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

2:21 AM EDT 

 

CINCINNATI -- As the 2018 season opened, Phillip Ervin was the fifth outfielder when the Reds had a steady four-man outfield 

rotation. Sparse at-bats and playing time, with a lack of production in those limited chances, had Ervin back at Triple-A Louisville 

before the end of April. 

 

Ervin returned after the All-Star break when injuries depleted the outfield ranks, and steady playing time has yielded stronger 

results. Friday night's 12-6 Reds victory over the Padres at Great American Ball Park underscored his increased value. In the first 

two-home run game of his big league career, it was Ervin's solo homer in the fourth inning that snapped a 4-4 tie. His perfect suicide 

squeeze bunt scored a run in the five-run sixth. A two-out, two-run homer came in the seventh, after the game was blown open by 

Scott Schebler's grand slam -- also in the sixth. 

 

The grand slam was the Reds' 10th of the season, setting a new single-season franchise record. 

 

Coming out of the All-Star break, the Reds had Schebler on the disabled list, and Jesse Winker soon followed with season-ending 

shoulder surgery. On July 30, Adam Duvall was traded to the Braves. Ervin was recalled on July 20 to replace Schebler and has 

started 33 of the last 46 games. He is batting .299 with five homers and 26 RBIs since his promotion. 

 

According to Ervin, there was no change in his hitting mechanics, or approach. 

 

"It definitely helps when you get to play more regularly, so you can stay in your routine, get a rhythm going," Ervin said. "Just 

trying to take advantage of the opportunity I have, and just to have fun." 

 

A two-hour and 37-minute rain delay preceded first pitch, but the game was lively in the early innings. Cincinnati took a 4-2 lead in 

the second inning on Jose Peraza's three-run double. But Anthony DeSclafani gave up Hunter Renfroe's solo homer in the third 

inning, and Manuel Margot's game-tying RBI double in the fourth, and he was pinch-hit for by reliever Michael Lorenzen in the 

bottom of the frame. 

 

With one out in the bottom of the fourth, Ervin attacked reliever Matt Strahm's first-pitch fastball. It left the bat at 104.8 mph, 

according to Statcast™, and the only question was whether it would be fair or foul in left field. The ball landed inside the left-field 

foul pole to give Cincinnati a 5-4 lead, and Ervin his first long ball since Aug. 20. 

 

Lorenzen worked three scoreless innings for the win, but he also benefited from a nice play by Ervin in the sixth. The outfielder ran 

to his right on a Wil Myers line drive toward the line and laid out for the diving catch. 

 

"The big play was maybe making the play out in left field to snuff out any potential rally," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman 

said. "[Ervin]'s done a great job. Winker went down and we needed somebody to get the majority of those at-bats out there, and 

Phil's taken it." 

 

Defense has been a shortcoming of Ervin's since he's played every day -- both with his throwing and with his routes to the ball. But 

he's been working to make improvements. 

 

"When you go out there and make a play for the pitcher, it just helps. It's just fun. I love making diving plays," Ervin said. 

 

In the bottom of the sixth, with runners on the corners and one out, Ervin was given the sign to bunt by third-base coach Billy 

Hatcher. 

 



"Just get it down. Just please get it down, put it in fair territory," Ervin thought. 

 

Ervin did more than that. As Mason Williams sprinted home, he perfectly pushed a suicide-squeeze bunt between pitcher Rowan 

Wick and first baseman Eric Hosmer. 

 

In the seventh with two outs, Ervin punctuated his big night by slugging a Miguel Diaz first-pitch fastball elevated over the plate for 

an opposite-field homer to right field and a four-RBI game. 

 

"It felt really good. I can't even lie, I'm very excited about it," Ervin said of his night. "When I hit that second one, it was just like, I 

didn't even know what to think. I was more like praying, 'Please go, please go.' Very special moment for me." 

 

MOMENT THAT MATTERED 

 

Record-setting grand slam: Following Ervin's squeeze bunt, a Lorenzen bunt single loaded the bases. Schebler went after a 2-1 

offering from Wick, hitting a no-doubter for the club-record-tying grand slam. The team's previous record was set in 2002, the final 

year the Reds played in Riverfront Stadium. The 10 grand slams are also the most by any Major League club this season. 

 

"We've been looking at that on the screen for about two months," Schebler said. "It's really cool. That's a product of guys getting on 

base. I feel like we have an opportunity every night to hit a grand slam. It goes to people in front of me, not so much to me. I've 

actually struggled with the bases loaded this year." 

 

HE SAID IT 

 

"I think the most impressive thing was his catch tonight. Two homers, I'm sure that overshadows that, but I thought the catch was 

really, really impressive. He's been swinging the bat really well. He's just been getting into good counts, taking good pitches you 

need to take in order to get pitches to hit. He's been really impressive." -- Schebler, on Ervin 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Matt Harvey will get the ball for the Reds in the third game of the series, set for 4:10 p.m. ET on Saturday at Great American Ball 

Park. Harvey is 1-1 with a 3.45 ERA over his last five starts, and he took a 5-1 loss in his last outing vs. the Pirates on Monday 

when he gave up three earned runs over six innings. Robbie Erlin is slated to start for San Diego. 

 

Mahle to replace Bailey in Reds' rotation 

Rookie slated to start Sunday vs. Padres; Garrett closer to return 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 7th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Homer Bailey will not get another turn in the Reds' rotation to try to reverse his season-long struggles. Interim 

manager Jim Riggleman announced Friday that Bailey will exit the rotation, and he will be replaced by rookie Tyler Mahle, who 

will face the Padres on Sunday. 

 

"We wanted to get Tyler Mahle back in there. Homer is the odd guy out at this time," Riggleman said. "Certainly, as [Bailey] works 

on things in the bullpen between now and the end of the year, I'm sure we'll have him plenty stretched out and ready to go if one of 

our other starters is failing, or not able [to go]. Homer would be the next guy to go back in there." 

 

Bailey is 1-14 with a 6.09 ERA this season, while the Reds have lost 19 of his 20 starts. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, he is 

the first pitcher in the modern era (since 1900) to have his team go 1-19 over his first 20 starts of a season. He is 9-26 with a 6.29 

ERA in 44 starts since 2016. 

 

Despite his record, moving Bailey out of the rotation is not a routine move for Cincinnati. Signed to a six-year, $105 million 

contract in 2014, the 32-year-old is making $21 million in '18 and is owed $28 million -- including the $5 million buyout of his 

2020 mutual option -- next season. He's spent a bulk of the contract on the disabled list because of three elbow surgeries. This 

season, he was on the DL for nearly two months because of right knee inflammation. 

 

"It was frustrating in April. This is like normal now," Bailey said of Friday's developments. "All I have to do is use every day to get 

better. Outside of that, hey, whatever decisions are made, it's completely out of my control." 

 

Riggleman does not plan to use Bailey as a reliever out of the bullpen. Any pitching he does will be done on the side. 

 

"Right now, he's just going to be working on his mechanics, video and so forth to improve himself any way he can and be ready for 

the offseason," Riggleman said. 



 

Mahle, 23, was 7-9 with a 4.95 ERA in 22 starts before he was optioned to Triple-A Louisville in early August amid a rough stretch. 

After he went 4-0 with a 2.08 ERA in seven starts from June 1-July 6, he was 0-3 with a 16.88 ERA over his last four big league 

starts. 

 

Over his five starts with Louisville, Mahle had a 2.73 ERA. 

 

"I just worked on everything, breaking stuff and really trying to get my fastball command back to where I think it should be. Just the 

typical stuff," Mahle said. "I didn't really change anything. I just went back to what I was doing. I went down [to the Minors] and 

just tried to trust it, that it was going to go where I was trying to throw it and not try to aim the ball or aim to the glove, really." 

 

Mahle felt like he was able to reset himself in the Minors and was glad he could finish the season in the big leagues. 

 

"For sure, it was nice to go into a game and work on stuff. I didn't want to be there [originally], but that was a plus," he said. 

 

Besides working on his stuff, Bailey didn't know what was next for him. 

 

"We don't do plans here," Bailey said. "No, there's no plan right now." 

 

Will it be hard to likely sit out the rest of the season? 

 

"Yeah, idle minds can be a dangerous thing sometimes," he said. "[The] last few years, I had some practice at it, so I know what I'm 

doing." 

 

Garrett close to return? 

 

Lefty reliever Amir Garrett, who has been on the DL since Aug. 29 with a contusion on his left foot, is scheduled to face hitters 

Saturday in simulated action. Although the session is slated to be on the field, forecasted rain might force him to pitch in the indoor 

cage. 

 

"If we feel like it was a good enough test and he feels it really responded well, we would activate him a couple of days after that," 

Riggleman said. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Scott Schebler's record slam lifts Cincinnati Reds to a 12-6 victory over the San Diego Padres 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 12:09 a.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 | Updated 12:55 a.m. ET Sept. 8, 2018 

 

The Cincinnati Reds mixed a little small with one big blow in the five-run sixth inning Friday. 

 

The big blow, Scott Schebler’s grand slam, was the key hit in the Reds’ 12-6 victory over the San Diego Padres before a crowd of 

14,854 on a rainy night at Great American Ball Park. The game was delayed by two hours and 37 minutes at the start.  

 

The grand slam was the 10th of the year for the Reds – a team record.  

 

"We've been looking at on screen for about two months," Schebler said. "It's really cool. What was the 2002 team that hit nine? 

That's a product of guys getting base. I feel like we have an opportunity every night to hit a grand slam. It goes to people in front of 

me, not so much to me. I'ver actually struggled with the bases loaded this year." 

 

Phillip Ervin hit two home runs, drove in four runs and made a great diving catch in left field. It was his first career two-home run 

game. 

 

"It felt really good," Ervin said. "I can’t even lie, I’m very excited about it. When I hit that second one, it was just like I didn’t even 

know what to think. I was more like praying, ‘Please go, please go.’ Very special moment for me." 

 

It was a tight game until the sixth. The Reds trailed 2-0, led 4-2, were 4-4 and led 5-4.  

 

Mason Williams started the rally in the sixth with a one-out, infield single. He went to third on Tucker Barnhart’s single.  

 

That’s when the Reds played some small ball. Ervin got Williams in with a suicide squeeze. The bunt was good enough that Ervin 

beat it out for a hit. 

 



"Just get it down," Ervin said. "Just please get it down, put it in fair territory. Pretty much just get it down." 

 

Michael Lorenzen followed with another bunt single to load the bases. 

 

Schebler unloaded by hitting a 90-mph fastball from Rowan Wick about 10 rows into the seats above right field. It was Schebler’s 

15th of the year and his second career grand slam.   

 

"My last two at-bats with bases loaded were pretty rough," Schebler said. "I was just looking for a pitch I could put in play honestly. 

I've been feeling better at the plate the last week or so. The first week back from the DL stint was a little rough. I slowly finding my 

groove. I was just looking to put something in play, put people in motion." 

 

"It's nice to take the pressure off the pitchers." 

 

Said Reds manager Jim Riggleman: “That was obviously very big. We’ve been leaving some runners on base. The Padres are 

swinging the bat very well against us these couple of games. That loosened things up a little bit, that was huge. Lorenzen, the job he 

did, was outstanding. It was really an overall great team effort.” 

 

Anthony DeSclafani started and had his second straight short outing. He went four innings and allowed four runs on eight hits. He 

did not walk a batter and struck out three.  

 

Lorenzen took over for DeSclafani and threw three innings of one-hit, shutout ball to earn the win.  

 

DeSclafani struck out Luis Arias to start the game, then gave up four straight singles and two runs.  

 

The Reds took the lead in the second. Eugenio Suárez led off with a walk. After Williams hit into a fielder’s choice, Barnhart and 

Ervin walked to load the bases.  

 

San Diego starter Brett Kennedy struck out DeSclafani. But Schebler walked to force in a run. That was it for Kennedy.  

 

Jose Peraza greeted Craig Stammen with a shot to the wall in left-center. It cleared the bases and gave the Reds a 4-2 lead.  

 

Hunter Renfroe cut the lead to one by lining his 21st home run of the year into the seats in left.  

 

DeSclafani gave up the lead in the fourth. Franmil Reyes led off with a double. An out later, Manuel Margot doubled to get Reyes 

in. 

 

Ervin got the lead back with his fifth home run — a blast to left on the first pitch. 

 

Cincinnati Reds pitcher Amir Garrett is close to returning 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 5:57 p.m. ET Sept. 7, 2018 | Updated 6:22 p.m. ET Sept. 7, 2018 

 

Cincinnati Reds left-hander Amir Garrett is close to returning. Garrett has been on the 10-day disabled list since Aug. 29 with a left 

foot injury. 

 

“It’s a lot better,” he said. “The pain is gone for the most part. The time off kept me from aggravating it every time I threw. I feel 

really good now.” 

 

Garrett is scheduled to face hitters Saturday. If that goes well he’ll be activated. He’ll do it on the field, weather permitting. If it’s 

raining, he’ll do it in the cage.  

 

“If he throws to hitters and comes out of it OK, and we feel that was a good enough test, and he feels like it’s really responded well, 

then we would activate him a couple of days after that,” Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said.  

 

Garrett’s injury goes back to when he was hit on the foot by a line drive on June 26 in Atlanta. 

 

He tried to pitch through it. He aggravated it on Aug. 25 in Chicago against the Cubs.  

 

“I felt a sharp pain,” he said. “It’s one of those things that gets to the point where you can’t keep pitching.” 

 

The original injury may have affected Garrett more than he let on. His ERA was 2.59 before getting hit in Atlanta. It was 8.44 in the 

21 games after he was hit. 



 

“My mechanics are back to where they need to be,” he said. “My bullpens have been good.” 

 

BRONSON ON PRICE: Former Reds pitcher Bronson Arroyo visited the Reds clubhouse Friday. Arroyo was very close to former 

manager Bryan Price. He’s spoken to Price since he was fired.  

 

“The last time I texted him, he texted me back and said he was getting a pedicure with his wife,” Arroyo said. “He said, ‘this early 

retirement stuff isn’t all bad.’ ” 

 

Arroyo says Price is doing well.  

 

“Price is the real deal as a human being,” Arroyo said. 

 

60-MPH WORKS: Brandon Dixon has pitched twice for the Reds this season and retired all four batters he faced. He pitched a 

perfect inning against the Cleveland Indians on Aug. 13, and he got one out against the Cardinals in St. Louis on Aug. 31. 

 

The outing against the Indians included a strikeout of MVP candidate Jose Ramirez.  

 

Dixon hadn’t pitched since his freshman year at Murrieta High School, outside of San Diego. His pitches come in the 61-mph range.  

 

“I mess around when I play catch and grip the ball different ways to make it cut without spinning it or anything,” Dixon said. “I just 

throw the cutter as slow as I can and see what happens.  

 

“It’s been working. The timing and everything makes it a totally different at-bat from a normal pitcher. When you throw it that soft, 

they’re probably going to pop it up or miss it.” 

 

Cincinnati Reds take Homer Bailey out of starting rotation; Tyler Mahle to start Sunday 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:16 p.m. ET Sept. 7, 2018 | Updated 10:49 p.m. ET Sept. 7, 2018 

 

With three weeks remaining in the season, the Cincinnati Reds decided to take Homer Bailey out of the starting rotation, interim 

manager Jim Riggleman said Friday. 

 

Tyler Mahle, who was promoted from Triple-A Louisville on Tuesday, will replace Bailey in the rotation. Mahle will pitch Sunday 

against the San Diego Padres. 

 

Bailey, who was on the disabled list for about two months earlier this year, is 0-7 with a 5.28 ERA since returning to the Majors at 

the end of July. 

 

Why make the move now? 

 

"(Bailey) has been a very good pitcher over the years and we’d like to get him back to that point," Riggleman said. "That’s not 

where we’re at right now with him. The combination of that, the availability of having some other pitchers cover the arms in the 

bullpen and Tyler Mahle needing to get him some more starts, it all kind of came together as this is the time to do it." 

 

The Reds own a 1-19 record in games started by Bailey this season. Bailey allowed three runs and six hits across five innings during 

his last outing. 

 

Bailey, the team’s highest-paid starter, is owed $23 million next year. 

 

"Right now, he’s going to be just working on his mechanics and video and so forth to improve himself any way he can and be ready 

for the offseason," Riggleman said. "I don’t anticipate him pitching in games in the bullpen. 

 

'I’m sure we’ll have him plenty stretched out and ready to go if one of our other starters is not able or failing or whatever, then 

Homer would be the next guy to come back in there." 

 

Bailey said he plans to use every day to "sharpen up," uncertain if he will make another start this season. He will continue to work 

on his fastball command in side sessions.  

 

"All I have to do is use every day to get better," Bailey said. "Outside of that, hey, whatever decisions are made, it’s completely out 

of my control, so here we go." 

 



Bailey, who is 1-14 with a 6.09 ERA this year, was taken out of the rotation at the end of May, but he never made an appearance out 

of the bullpen. He was placed on the disabled list with right knee inflammation and made six minor league rehab starts. 

 

He said he wants to avoid pitching out of the bullpen because of the injury risks with a shorter warm-up period. 

 

In the past, Riggleman has referred to Bailey as a "lightning rod" because of his contract.  

 

Does Bailey feel that way? 

 

"Not really," Bailey said. "I don’t really read y’all’s stuff. I think I read one time a long time ago, if you believe them whenever 

you’re doing well and how good they are talking about you, then you’re forced to believe them when they say you are doing bad . 

 

"If it comes from a pitching coach or a manager, those are the people whose opinions I’m going to listen to. The feedback has 

definitely been kind of hidden whether it’s good or bad. I’m not really getting a lot of feedback consistently."  

 

Mahle was sent to the minor leagues at the beginning of August after a string of poor starts. At Louisville, Mahle was 2-1 with a 

2.73 ERA in five starts. He struck out 20 and walked 11 in 29 ⅔ innings.  

 

Riggleman said Mahle had a chance to work on releasing the ball further out in front of his body and experiment with other 

mechanical changes.  

 

"It gives you a chance to work on stuff, in-game, which you don’t get to do here," Mahle said of pitching at Louisville. "When you 

go out there and pitch (in the Majors), they’re expecting you to go out and win and not work on stuff. For sure, it was nice to go into 

a game and work on stuff. I didn’t want to be there, but that was a plus." 

 

Where does this leave Bailey? 

 

Out of the rotation, but under contract for next season, Bailey said he hasn't started thinking about next year.  

 

"I’ll think about that when it comes," Bailey said. "We still have 21 days left. Once the offseason comes, then that’s something I’ll 

evaluate then." 

 

Padres radio broadcaster Tony Gwynn Jr. 'geeks out' over meeting Marty Brennaman 

Dave Clark, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 2:04 p.m. ET Sept. 7, 2018 

 

Padres radio broadcaster Tony Gwynn Jr. played for four Major League Baseball teams over eight seasons in addition to being the 

son of one of the greatest hitters in baseball history. So you might suspect he doesn't "geek out" very often over meeting anyone in 

the game. 

 

Legendary Cincinnati Reds play-by-play broadcaster Marty Brennaman - the radio voice of the team since 1974 - apparently did it 

for him though.  

 

tony_gwynnjr: Not gonna lie, I kind of geeked out when I got to meet Marty Brennaman today before the game. When I was 

younger I spent a lot of time with my dad watching video. Over the years I begin to enjoy certain voices that were calling the games, 

this is one of those guys! 

 

Gwynn works with the Padres' broadcast team as an analyst for FOX Sports San Diego's pre- and post-game shows on TV, and as 

an analyst during select Padres radio broadcasts and afternoon host on the club's flagship station, 97.3 The Fan. He worked 

previously on the Dodgers' post-game radio show. 

 

Gwynn's Hall of Fame father died in 2014 at the age of 54. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE ATHLETIC 
Q&A: Homer Bailey discusses being removed from the rotation and his future with the Reds 

By C. Trent Rosecrans  

September 7, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI — Earlier this year, Homer Bailey didn’t want to talk to the media — or anyone really — after he found out he was 

being taken out of the starting rotation. 

 

On Friday, he was again removed from the rotation, but this time he twice spoke with reporters. Bailey was patient with his answers, 

friendly and understanding about why Tyler Mahle will start Sunday against the Padres instead of him. 

 

Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said Bailey will continue to pitch in pregame bullpens, but it’s unlikely he’ll be used as a 

reliever. Riggleman said it is possible Bailey, who is 1-14 with a 6.09 ERA in 20 starts this season, could return to the rotation if 

needed. 

 

Before addressing a crowd of reporters following Riggleman’s daily press briefing, Bailey talked with The Athletic about the 

decision, his season and his future. 

 

You’ve been told that you’re out of the rotation, so what does that mean for you? 

 

You know as much as I do. 

 

You tried relieving in the minors during your rehab stint. Is it just something you can’t do? 

 

It’s just wasn’t something that — yeah, physically not exactly the time to try that. I don’t know. You asked me the question and I 

don’t know. I’m just doing whatever they say to do. 

 

This has to have been an extremely difficult season for you? 

 

Of course, any time you have a lack of success, it’s definitely difficult. 

 

So what do you feel your future is? Where do you see yourself next year? 

 

You know what? I haven’t really even thought about it, to be honest with you. We’ve got 21 days and we’ll go from there. 

Whatever I need to do today, I’ll do and I think they’ll have me throw some bullpens and whatnot and I’ll go into my bullpens and 

throw them and work out and support our team. Outside of that? We’ll see. 

 

I know you’ve worked, I’ve seen it, but it just hasn’t seemed to click. Is there something you can put your finger on?  

 

A lot of inconsistency, I’d say. You see the 14 losses, but there were a lot of games I felt like I could have gone more innings, had 

more quality starts. I had a complete game and a loss. I had some very good games that I received losses on or no-decisions. I had a 

lot of misfortune, a lot of broken-bat hits. Saying that, I also gave up a lot of home runs, so let’s not try to polish it too well without 

denying facts. It’s really hard to say. 

 

Your stuff didn’t seem like it was terrible (his average fastball velocity was 93.8 mph, just less than his career average of 94.1 

mph)… 

 

It just didn’t click. I don’t know. I know that we’ve definitely done things a little different this year than probably what we’ve done 

in the past. All you can do is go with the instruction you are given and keep trying to get better. 

 

Do you feel like you’re not that far off? That you can still be a big-league pitcher? 

 

The thing is, what I, I should say since this is about me, we weren’t able to avoid long stretches of inconsistency. In other words, I 

started the season fairly well. We made some changes and it started going down. 

 

I went on the DL and came back and had some really, really sharp games and it went down. We weren’t able to keep the 

consistency of the performance and then once you had the dips they stayed there a long time and probably after the All-Star break, I 

had two really terrible games — a couple that were quite questionable, but a couple that I felt I could have gone back out and gotten 

more innings in those games and gotten quality starts. Your place in the lineup comes up, and you go five innings and three runs and 

you look at it and it’s not that good, but what they don’t look at is that you threw 78 pitches, you still have a lot more gas left in the 



tank. Your spot in the lineup was up and we decided to pinch-hit in the fifth in a one-run game when we were down or up. All that 

notwithstanding, the consistency wasn’t there. 

 

Why do you feel like you’re still here? Can you still do it? You’re under contract for one more year — and it’s quite a large contract 

— do you feel like you can still contribute at that level? 

 

I definitely feel I can still pitch at this level, there’s no doubt about that. I have a lot of questions, there’s a lot of searching with no 

results being found. That’s about all I can say. I haven’t been injured all year of any significance. I never went down with a shoulder 

— my shoulder and elbow feel great. My legs feel great. Again, I have a lot of questions, we’re just not getting any answers. 

 

Do you think it’s best if you go somewhere else? 

 

I’m not going to sit here and give my opinion on that. Whatever decisions they decide, I’m perfectly comfortable with at this point. 

Do whatever you feel is right, whatever you think is best. If it doesn’t include me, it doesn’t include me and that’s the direction you 

want to take your club, that’s your prerogative and that’s perfectly fine. A lot of that stuff is out of my control. I don’t worry about 

what a GM (does), I worry about whether I can get better that day and what my agenda for the team is that day. 

 

You go into the offseason as a regular offseason, as much as regular as you’ve had? 

 

I had a really good offseason, I haven’t had any physical problems, it’s not that. We know it’s not that. 

 

It’s obvious you’ve done the work… 

 

I’m never someone who is out of condition, I’m never someone who isn’t going to work to be at this level again. I just feel like 

there’s something we’re missing and we’re not getting those answers yet. 

 

That’s part of the game that you can do the work and it still doesn’t guarantee results… 

 

I have a lot of things I’d like to say, but they’re not going to do any good. All I can do is whatever’s asked of me to do for the next 

three weeks and then we’ll go from there. 

 

Could you work in the offseason and be ready to throw out of the bullpen next year? 

 

I don’t know. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Schebler’s club-record slam leads Reds over Padres 12-6 

By JOE KAY 

Today 

 

CINCINNATI (AP) — The Reds tied their club record for grand slams on July 1 and figured it wouldn’t be long before someone 

got the next one. They waited more than two months before Scott Schebler hit No. 10. 

 

Schebler hit the grand slam that set a Reds season record, and Phillip Ervin homered twice as Cincinnati pulled away to a rain-

delayed 12-6 victory over the San Diego Padres early Saturday. 

 

Schebler connected off Rowan Wick in the sixth for Cincinnati’s 10th grand slam, putting the Reds up 10-4 and ending the long 

wait. Every time a Reds batter came up with the bases loaded at Great American Ball Park, the statistic flashed on the scoreboard. 

 

“We’ve been looking at that on the scoreboard for, what, a couple months now,” Schebler said. “It was really cool. It’s all about the 

guys getting on base.” 

 

Ervin had a solo homer and a two-run shot, the first multi-homer game of his career. 

 

The start of the game was delayed by 2 hours, 37 minutes because of rain and ended at 12:09 a.m. Both starters made quick exits. 

 

San Diego’s Brett Kennedy faced only 10 batters, replaced after he walked a career-high four batters in the second inning. Matt 

Strahm (3-4) relieved and gave up Jose Peraza’s bases-clearing double and Ervin’s solo homer. 

 

Kennedy threw 44 pitches in his short outing, only 20 of them for strikes. 

 



“That second inning, I just kind of lost it mechanically,” Kennedy said. “No excuses. It’s something I really haven’t dealt with 

before.” 

 

Ervin brought home another run in the sixth with his squeeze bunt, one of two bunts botched by San Diego in the inning. Reliever 

Michael Lorenzen (3-1) also reached on a bunt single that the Padres couldn’t field — Wick was slow getting off the mound — 

loading the bases for Schebler’s second career grand slam . 

 

“It’s a tough, tough lesson for him today that little bunts can lead to big innings,” manager Andy Green said. 

 

Lorenzen went three innings in relief of Anthony DeSclafani, who had his second straight subpar start. DeSclafani gave up four runs 

in four innings. Francisco Mejia’s single started a two-run rally in the first inning. Hunter Renfroe and Eric Hosmer added homers. 

 

Mejia made his first start behind the plate for the Padres on Thursday night and hit a solo homer and a three-run shot for a 6-2 

victory, earning another start. Manager Andy Green plans to split catching duties the rest of the month, giving Mejia a chance to 

learn the pitching staff while getting acclimated. 

 

PERFECT 10 

 

The Reds’ 10 grand slams have been hit by Adam Duvall (2), Scooter Gennett, Eugenio Suárez, Joey Votto, Jesse Winker, 

DeSclafani, Lorenzen, Peraza and Schebler. The only other major league team with at least nine different players hitting a grand 

slam in a season was the 2000 Cardinals, who had 10 players connect, according to STATS. 

 

STRAHM’S STREAK 

 

Peraza’s bases-loaded double ended Strahm’s streak of not allowing a hit with two outs and runners in scoring position. Batters had 

been 0 for 14 against the left-hander. 

 

BAILEY’S DONE 

 

Interim manager Jim Riggleman has removed Homer Bailey from the rotation for the rest of the season, giving rookie Tyler Mahle a 

chance to start. Bailey is 1-14 with a 6.09 ERA and has lost nine straight decisions. Bailey won’t pitch in relief, but will be confined 

to keeping in shape by throwing in the bullpen. The 32-year-old pitcher has been limited to 46 starts in the last four seasons because 

of three arm injuries that required surgery. 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 

Reds: Gennett was back in the projected starting lineup after missing one game with a sore thigh. He went 0 for 5. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Padres: Left-hander Robbie Erlin (3-5) makes his ninth start of the season. He’s lost consecutive starts for the first time since April 

12-17, 2016. 

 

Reds: Matt Harvey (6-8) makes his 21st start for the Reds. He hasn’t won since Aug. 18, going 0-1 in his last three starts with a 5.28 

ERA. 

 

Reds drop Homer Bailey from rotation 

By JOE KAY 

Yesterday 

 

CINCINNATI (AP) — The Reds dropped Homer Bailey from the rotation Friday, leaving their highest-paid pitcher with no role for 

the rest of a disappointing season. 

 

Bailey is 1-14 with a 6.09 ERA and has lost nine straight decisions. The Reds are 1-19 in his starts this season, the fourth in a row 

that he’s been injured. 

 

Interim manager Jim Riggleman said Friday that rookie Tyler Mahle will take Bailey’s place in the rotation for the rest of the 

season. Bailey will continue throwing in the bullpen and stay ready in case he’s needed for a start. 

 

The Reds considered moving Bailey to the bullpen, but the right-hander doesn’t think he’s capable of pitching in relief. 

 



“It’s not so much he’s not willing to do it, but he just feels very strongly that the preparation he feels like he has to do means he will 

not be able to help the ballclub out of the bullpen,” Riggleman said. “That kind of transition is something he’d have to prepare for in 

the off-season.” 

 

The Reds gave Bailey a six-year, $105 million contract in 2014 that strained their budget. They embarked upon a massive rebuilding 

movement but were unable to trade Bailey because of three significant arm injuries that required surgery. 

 

The 32-year-old pitcher has been limited to 46 starts in the last four seasons, when he’s gone 9-27 with a 6.25 ERA. He has one year 

left on his contract for $23 million. There’s an option for 2020 with a $5 million buyout, so the Reds are committed to paying him 

$28 million next year even though he currently has no role. 

 

He’s the second-highest-paid player on a team with a $100.4 million payroll. Joey Votto makes $25 million each year through 2023. 

 

Bailey plans to work on his fastball, which was his dominant pitch when he threw a pair of no-hitters in 2012 and 2013 that led to 

his big contract. Asked if it will be difficult to go through September without getting into a game, Bailey said, “Idle minds can be a 

dangerous thing. I’ve had a lot of practice over the last few years.” 

 

Bailey had surgery to repair a torn tendon in his right forearm in 2014. He had Tommy John surgery the following year. Bailey had 

a bone spur removed from the elbow in 2017. He missed roughly two months this season with a sore right knee. 

 

Bailey had hoped this would be his turnaround season when he showed up at spring training in good health for the first time in 

years. Instead, he struggled to control his fastball, and he quickly slid into yet another disappointing season. 

 

“It was frustrating in April,” Bailey said. “It’s like normal now.” 

TRANSACTIONS 
09/08/18  

Houston Astros activated RHP Charlie Morton from the 10-day disabled list. 

 

09/07/18  

Los Angeles Dodgers sent RHP Dennis Santana on a rehab assignment to Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated RF Yasiel Puig. 

Arizona Diamondbacks activated RHP Zack Godley from the paternity list. 

Toronto Blue Jays sent RHP Mike Hauschild outright to Buffalo Bisons. 

Washington Nationals activated LHP Sean Doolittle. 

Philadelphia Phillies recalled C Andrew Knapp from Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Los Angeles Angels recalled LHP Williams Jerez from Salt Lake Bees. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent RHP Michael Wacha on a rehab assignment to Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent RHP Mike Mayers on a rehab assignment to Memphis Redbirds. 

Oakland Athletics recalled RHP Chris Bassitt from Nashville Sounds. 

New York Yankees activated SS Didi Gregorius from the 10-day disabled list. 

Baltimore Orioles selected the contract of 2B Corban Joseph from Bowie Baysox. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated RHP Ross Stripling from the 10-day disabled list. 

Detroit Tigers released LHP Josh Smoker. 


