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1969-Two key pieces of the 1975 and 1976 world championship clubs are drafted. Rawly Eastwick, in the third round of the 

amateur draft and Ken Griffey, Sr., in the 29th round  
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Reds select U. of Florida 3B India at No. 5 

Right-handers Richardson, Gray also drafted on Day 1 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

12:59 AM ET 

 

CINCINNATI -- Many players never forget where they were standing or sitting when they were taken in the MLB Draft. As it 

happened on Monday night during the 2018 Draft, University of Florida third baseman Jonathan India was standing on first base 

with a walk when the Reds selected him with the fifth overall pick. 

 

India, playing with the Gators in the NCAA regional tournament, was not immediately available to discuss his future with 

Cincinnati. But the Reds were very happy they were able to land the 21-year-old. 

 

"Best guy on the board," said Reds vice president of amateur scouting Chris Buckley. "We've seen a lot of him. A lot of my bigger 

guys live in Florida and he's been a really big player for a long time. We liked him quite a bit in high school." 

 

Reds executives were watching India play on television from their Draft room and perhaps saw a good omen. In Florida's second 

regional game of the night against Florida Atlantic, he hit a booming home run to left field. 

 

During the regular season, India was the SEC Player of the Year after he batted .365 with 16 home runs and 40 RBIs in 54 games. A 

native of Coral Springs, Fla., India was semifinalist for the Golden Spikes Award. 

 

"He's got an advanced offensive approach," said Reds president of baseball operations Dick Williams. "To do what he did this year 

in the best conference in the nation speaks to his ability. He's got a hit tool, but with more power than some of the other guys we 

were looking at it in that same range. [He is a] very good defensive player, that will serve him well given some flexibility with him 

in terms of moving him around. But he's played a very good third base and we took a good close look at that as well. I think we've 

got a kid who moves quick." 

 

Two years ago, the Reds took a third baseman in Nick Senzel second overall. During Spring Training, their current third baseman, 

Eugenio Suarez, was signed to a seven-year, $66 million contract. 

 

As they've done in the past, the Reds didn't worry about current depth at positions and took who they felt was the best available 

player. 

 

"We think he can help us in the big leagues in a relatively short period of time," Williams said. "But we think he's the most valuable 

asset. We've had this conversation a lot of times, you can never have too many good players. These guys, Suarez can play multiple 

positions. Senzel can play multiple positions. We're confident India can play multiple positions. We're starting to accumulate what 

we think are going to project as some really good hitters." 

 

Cincinnati Reds 

✔ 

@Reds 

 Welcome to #RedsCountry, @jonathan_india! 

 

7:43 PM - Jun 4, 2018 

 



The Reds believe that India is versatile enough to potentially play second base, shortstop, left field or right field. Senzel is currently 

being worked at second base with Triple-A Louisville and was tried at shortstop during his first big league camp at Spring Training. 

Suarez was originally a shortstop before moving to third base in 2016. 

 

Buckley also liked India's makeup as he and his scouts spent time around him. 

 

"He's very similar to Nick Senzel, very tough and a very aggressive kid and a real team guy," Buckley said. "Their coaches, who we 

know very well, just rave about the kid." 

 

India wasn't considered a first-round talent in high school, and he wasn't tabbed as an elite prospect during his first couple of college 

seasons at Florida. But after two summers in the wooden-bat Cape Cod League, he turned the corner during his junior season. 

 

"We all thought he learned to go the other way a little bit more, trust himself and use the whole field," Williams said. "I met with 

their coaches when we were down there watching him in Gainesville. I've talked to his parents, everybody kind of says the same 

thing and the numbers bear that out -- when he started to go the other way and open up the field, he started hitting with more 

authority." 

 

Williams was among the Reds' delegation in attendance in April when Florida played Auburn in a game that was billed as a pitching 

duel between Casey Mize and Brady Singer. In the first inning, it was India who stole the show when he slugged a two-run homer 

against Mize, who was taken No. 1 overall by the Tigers on Monday. 

 

"That was a statement," Williams said. "To go up there with a full house, facing the best pitcher in the country. In the first at-bat, he 

hit a home run. That definitely made an impression on me. I don't put too much into any one at-bat. ... [but] that was a moment." 

 

The fifth overall pick has a slot value of $5,946,400. 

 

Cincinnati used its second-round pick (47th overall) to take right-handed pitcher Lyon Richardson, a high schooler from Jensen 

Beach, Fla. Richardson, who was ranked the No. 67 Draft prospect by MLBPipeline, is currently committed to play in college at the 

University of Florida. 

 

The 18-year-old Richardson focused on pitching as a senior and scouting reports say he can touch 96-97 mph with his fastball. He 

was 7-0 with a 0.58 ERA in 10 games. Over 48 1/3 innings, he allowed 16 hits, walked 20 and had 90 strikeouts. 

 

In Competitive Balance Round B with the 72nd overall selection, the Reds took right-handed pitcher Josiah Gray out of LeMoyne 

College in Syracuse, N.Y. Gray, a 20-year-old ranked the No. 102 Draft prospect by MLB Pipeline, was 11-0 with a 1.25 ERA in 13 

games. 

 

Over 93 1/3 innings, Gray allowed 63 hits and 20 walks while striking out 105. 

 

Richardson and Gray both converted to pitching from playing shortstop. 

 

"They're both very athletic," Buckley said. "They have not pitched a ton. We always like to start with that athlete with the pitchers. 

They're still growing up." 

 

The Draft continues on Tuesday with Rounds 3-10. The MLB.com preview show begins at 12:30 p.m. ET, with exclusive coverage 

beginning at 1 p.m. ET. 

 

 

Sunday's top prospect performers 

By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 

Jun. 3rd, 2018 

 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Sunday. 

 

Hunter Greene is in the win column. 

 

The Reds' No. 2 prospect (No. 20 overall) recorded his first professional win Sunday as he matched his career highs with eight 

strikeouts in five innings for Class A Dayton. He issued one walk and carried a no-hit bid into the fifth inning before yielding two 

hits -- one of them a solo homer -- and finishing his outing with 77 pitches (46 strikes). The Dragons, meanwhile, survived a late 

comeback, beating Lansing 11-8 after scoring eight runs in the first two innings. 

 



Greene's first win comes in his 10th start this season and 13th as a professional after being selected No. 2 overall by Cincinnati in 

the 2017 Draft. The 18-year-old has understandably scuffled at times in his first full season while learning how to harness his easy 

triple-digit velocity and develop his secondaries. 

 

Greene has, however, shown improvement of late, as Sunday's outing was the third straight in which he's allowed no more than one 

earned run while giving up four or fewer hits. For the season, Greene has pitched to a 6.32 ERA -- it sat at 10.06 prior to his 

aforementioned three-game stretch -- with 44 strikeouts and 15 walks in 31 1/3 innings. 

 

The rest of the best performances from top prospects Sunday 

 

• No. 23 overall prospect Brendan McKay (Rays' No. 3) drove in four runs and reached base five times, finishing 2-for-3 with three 

walks in Class A Advanced Charlotte's win over Bradenton. One of his hits was a two-run double, and he also plated runs with a 

single and a walk in his second multihit performance in 10 games since joining the Stone Crabs. Appearing in 31 games as a hitter 

this season, the 22-year-old two-way star has produced a .235/.444/.306 batting line with five extra-base hits and more walks (38) 

than strikeouts (22). 

 

• No. 24 overall prospect Sixto Sanchez (Phillies' No. 1) dominated once again for Class A Advanced Clearwater, this time firing a 

two-hit shutout in Game 1 of a doubleheader against Florida. The 19-year-old right-hander issued two walks, struck out five and 

generated 10 ground-ball outs in the performance, throwing 56 of his 72 pitches for strikes. 

 

Sanchez has allowed just two earned runs over his last 25 2/3 innings to lower his overall ERA from 4.71 to 2.51. He's compiled 29 

strikeouts against four walks in that span, giving him a 45-to-11 strikeout-to-walk ratio in 46 2/3 frames (eight starts) on the season. 

2016 No. 1 overall Draft pick Mickey Moniak (Phillies' No. 4) supported his pitcher's gem with his first home run of the season, a 

three-run shot in the third inning. 

 

• No. 53 overall prospect Dylan Cease (White Sox No. 5) allowed a home run to open the second inning but otherwise was 

unhittable as he completed six frames of one-hit ball to improve to 7-2 in 11 starts for Class A Advanced Winston-Salem. The 22-

year-old righty struck out five and walked two while throwing 50 of his 81 pitches for strikes. He's pitched to a 2.81 ERA this 

season, compiling 69 strikeouts and 26 walks in 57 2/3 innings. 

 

• No. 57 overall prospect Franklin Barreto (A's No. 3) collected four hits including a game-tying solo homer in the top of the eighth 

inning that would help Triple-A Nashville edge Round Rock, 3-2, in 10 innings. He also hit a double and scored two runs, finishing 

4-for-5 at the plate in his first game back from the Major Leagues. The 22-year-old middle infielder owns an .859 OPS with seven 

home runs in 33 games with Nashville. 

 

• No. 84 overall prospect Jahmai Jones (Angels' No. 3) and Brandon Marsh (Angels' No. 3, No. 95 overall) combined for six hits 

and four RBIs in Class A Advanced Inland Empire's loss against Lake Elsinore. Marsh collected a team-high four hits, going 4-for-5 

with four singles and two RBIs. Jones went 2-for-5 with a double and a two-run home run, his third in his past five games and sixth 

of the season. 

 

• No. 100 overall prospect Alex Kirilloff (Twins' No. 6) blasted his 10th home run of the season in his third straight multihit game 

for Class A Cedar Rapids. Those 10 homers give the 20-year-old outfielder a share of first place in the Midwest League, a circuit 

that he also paces with 45 RBIs and 119 total bases. After missing all of 2017 due to Tommy John surgery, Kirilloff has returned 

fully healthy to slash .332/.385/.598 in 51 games. 

 

• Rockies No. 25 prospect Chad Spanberger hit a pair of home runs for a second straight game as Class A Asheville fell to 

Greenville, 7-6. The four homers in two days pushed the 22-year-old first baseman's season total to 14, second-most in a South 

Atlantic League that he's currently leading in OPS (.986), RBIs (41) and total bases (119). 

 

• Yankees No. 27 prospect Garrett Whitlock tossed five strong innings for Class A Advanced Tampa en route to his first Florida 

State League victory. Starting for the third time since his promotion from Class A Charleston, Whitlock allowed one earned run on 

four hits and one walk while fanning six. The 21-year-old righty, a 2017 18th-rounder, owns a 1.01 ERA, 0.84 WHIP and 62-to-11 

strikeout to walk ratio in 53 2/3 innings (10 starts) this season. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds draft Florida third baseman Jonathan India with first-round pick 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 8:01 p.m. ET June 4, 2018 | Updated 9:59 p.m. ET June 4, 2018 

 



Florida third baseman Jonathan India didn’t have an opportunity to celebrate when his name was called by Major League Baseball 

commissioner Rob Manfred on Monday night. 

 

India was still in the fifth inning of an NCAA Regional game against Florida Atlantic when the Reds picked India with the fifth 

overall selection of the MLB Draft. 

 

Named the SEC Player of the Year, India has proven himself as one of the top hitters in the nation during his junior season. Entering 

Monday, he was batting .364 with 18 homers, 45 RBI and 60 runs. He had a 24-game hitting streak during the season, third-longest 

in program history. 

 

More focused on using the opposite field, the 6-foot, 200-pound India owns a .504 on-base percentage with 49 walks and 48 

strikeouts. 

 

He actually drew a walk when the Reds were on the clock with their draft pick.  

 

"As an accomplished and advanced college hitter, he should move quickly through the minor leagues," said Dick Williams, the 

Reds’ President of Baseball Operations. "We are thrilled to add him to our organization. ... To do what he did this year in the best 

conference in the nation speaks to his ability." 

 

India, 21, dealt with an elbow injury last season but transformed himself into a first-round pick when he got into better shape and 

started showing more power.   

 

At Florida, he was primarily a third baseman but he does have some experience at shortstop. 

 

"A guy like that, with that athleticism, would have no trouble going to second base,' Williams said. "(Shortstop) is always something 

that you would want to see for yourself. I would say that’s a possibility and then I think he’d have no problem in the corners in the 

outfield." 

 

It's the third straight season the Reds owned a Top 5 draft pick. They selected right-handed pitcher Hunter Greene last year and 

second baseman Nick Senzel in 2016. 

 

The Reds have several infielders at the top of their farm system, including Senzel. Reds third baseman Eugenio Suarez signed a 

seven-year contract extension in March.  

 

Why another infielder? 

 

"Suarez can play multiple positions," Williams said. "Senzel can play multiple positions. We’re confident India can play multiple 

positions. We’re starting to accumulate what we think are going to project to be some really good hitters. This lineup is going to 

come together as these guys develop. 

 

"He profiles similar to Senzel coming from the same conference, similar age, similar profile, infielder. I’d like to think he’s a guy 

who can move quickly (to the Majors)." 

 

India was drafted in the 26th round by the Milwaukee Brewers in 2015 but opted to play at Florida when the Brewers didn’t offer a 

large enough signing bonus. According to SEC Country writer Ryan Young, India asked for $2 million and the Brewers offered 

$1.1 million. 

 

The fifth pick in the draft has an assigned slot value of $5,946,000. 

 

Rounds 3-10 of the draft will begin Tuesday and rounds 11-40 will follow Wednesday. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds draft pitchers Lyon Richardson, Josiah Gray on first day of MLB Draft 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 12:27 a.m. ET June 5, 2018 

 

After picking Jonathan India with the fifth overall selection in the Major League Baseball Draft, the Reds selected pitchers with 

their final two picks Monday night. 

 

The Reds picked high schooler Lyon Richardson, from Jensen Beach (Fla.), with the 47th overall pick and followed with Le Moyne 

College’s Josiah Gray with the No. 72 selection. 

 



The right-handed Richardson, committed to play at Florida, has a fastball that has been clocked as fast as 97 mph but sits closer to 

92 mph. Listed at 6-foot-2, 185 pounds, Richardson throws a curveball that sometimes will look like a slider. He was considered a 

potential two-way player in college as a switch-hitting outfielder. 

 

Richardson, who didn’t start pitching until he was 13 years old, posted a 7-0 record with a 0.58 ERA in 48 innings in his high 

school season, striking out 90. 

 

“Lyon is a converted shortstop, just like Josiah is,” said Chris Buckley, the Reds’ Vice President of Amateur Scouting. “They are 

both very athletic. They’ve not pitched a ton. We always like to start with that athlete with the pitchers.” 

 

Gray, a lightly recruited player out of high school, became one of the top Division II pitchers in the country. The 6-foot right-hander 

has recorded an 11-0 record with a 1.25 ERA across 14 starts, striking out 105 in 93 1/3 innings. 

 

His college coach, Scott Cassidy, pitched in 111 games in the Majors from 2002-06. Buckley actually drafted Cassidy when he was 

with the Toronto Blue Jays. 

 

“Scott gave us a lot of good information on him,” Buckley said. 

 

Gray gained about 35 pounds since he arrived in college and now throws his fastball in the low-90s. He’s still developing a slider 

and changeup but the Reds like his potential. 

 

“A lot of times you like those small college guys because they develop late and they’ve pitched a lot less,” Buckley said. “Josiah is 

definitely that.” 

 

India, the University of Florida's third baseman, was unavailable to speak to the media Monday night because his school was 

playing two games in the NCAA Regionals. He went 0-for-4 in the first game with two strikeouts and a walk. He hit a home run in 

the second game, which the Reds’ front office watched in their draft room at Great American Ball Park. 

 

Dick Williams, the Reds’ President of Baseball Operations, joked that the Reds considered changing their pick after one of his 

strikeouts. 

 

“We’ve been watching him a long time,” Williams said of India. “We’ve got a pretty good idea of what we’re getting.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds get instinct, high baseball IQ, big numbers with Florida’s Jonathan India 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Jun 5, 2018     

 

Three years later, Carm Mazza chuckles as he recalls Jonathan India’s Cheshire grin in the ninth inning of a regional quarterfinal 

during India’s senior year at American Heritage-Delray. 

 

India noticed something in the first inning of that game and alerted Mazza, his coach. 

 

“He gets to third base in the first inning, he looks at me and says, ‘Coach, do you see what the catcher is doing?’ I said, ‘yeah,'” 

Mazza recalled on Monday night after the Reds took India with the fifth overall pick in the 2018 Major League Baseball draft. 

 

What they both saw was that the opposing catcher would drop to his knees as he threw the ball back to the pitcher. 

 

“I can take it,” India said to his coach, who told him they’d wait and save it until later in the game. 

 

In the ninth inning – extras in high school – India couldn’t hide his smile as a walk sent him from second to third. 

 

“He said, ‘I’ve got this.’ And he did,” Mazza said. “He stole home. We won the game. That’s Jon. That’s his instincts, that’s what 

he notices. It doesn’t get any better than that.” 

 

The Reds have seen plenty of India, scouting both the third baseman and his teammate, right-hander Brady Singer, among other 

players over the course of the season. 

 

Dick Williams, the Reds president of baseball operations, led a group of Reds officials at the April 26 game between Auburn and 

Florida in Gainesville. 

 



That game was billed as a showdown of the top two college pitchers in the game – Auburn’s Casey Mize and Florida’s Brady 

Singer. It was India who proved to be the difference in the pitchers’ duel, hitting a two-run home run in the first inning of an 

eventual 3-1 Gators victory. 
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 Come for the homer...stay for the haircut. #JonnyGator hits number 14 of the season and #Gators lead Auburn 2-0 after one.  
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“That was a statement,” Williams said Monday night. “To go up there with a full house, facing the best pitcher in the country. In the 

first at-bat, he hit a home run. That definitely made an impression on me.” 

 

India’s entire 2018 season was a statement. He was the best player for the country’s best team, hitting .360/.500/.729 with 19 home 

runs, 47 RBI and 12 stolen bases for the Gators this season. 

 

India was actually in the middle of a game against Florida Atlantic when the Reds selected him on Monday, having reached first 

base on a walk in the first game against the Owls. A loss in that game forced another game for the Gators afterward in the double-

elimination regional. The Gators, behind India’s two-hit, two-RBI performance, advanced to the Super Regionals with a 5-2 victory 

over Florida Atlantic early Tuesday morning. Because of that, a conference call for Reds writers with India was pushed to Tuesday. 

 

Just as MLB.com was showing Adam Dunn at the podium in New Jersey announcing the Reds’ pick of right-hander Josiah Gray of 

La Moyne College with the 72nd overall pick, the Reds’ draft room watched India smack a solo home run out of Florida’s Alfred A. 

McKethan Stadium in Gainesville to put the Gators up 4-2 in the second game. 
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As good as India was all season, he was even better in conference play, notable because he’s played in the stacked SEC. India hit 

.373/.522/.765 with 10 home runs in 30 conference games. 

 

“To do it at any level, but with the pitching you’re facing weekend after weekend in that conference, you’ve got to be doing 

something right,” Williams said. “We really think his offensive approach is one we’re going to really like.” 

 

India, who wasn’t expected to go in the first round coming into the season, put himself in line to be taken in the top five with his 

2018 season, where he was named the Southeastern Conference Player of the Year. 

 

India reportedly passed on a signing bonus of more than $1 million to go to Florida after being taken in the 26th round of the 2015 

draft by the Brewers. He started at third base as a freshman in 2016. He led the Gators, who would win the National Championships, 

with 15 doubles and 13 stolen bases as a sophomore. But he was on another level in 2018. 

 

This season he improved his walk rate, walking 51 times and striking out 51 times. He’d walked 23 times with 42 strikeouts in 2017 

and had 22 walks and 43 strikeouts as a freshman in 2016. 

 

He also utilized the entire field more this season, Williams said, helping his breakout performance. 

 

“We all thought he learned to go the other way a little bit more, trust himself and use the whole field. It’s something that all hitters 

talk about in terms of opening up their approach,” Williams said. “I met with their coaches when we were down there watching him 

in Gainesville. I’ve talked to his parents, everybody kind of says the same thing and the numbers bear that out, when he started to go 



the other way and open up the field, he started hitting with more authority. He can still yank a ball down the left side when he needs 

to, but that’s what we saw, a change in approach.” 

 

India is the second SEC third baseman taken by the Reds with their first pick in the last three years, joining Nick Senzel, picked 

second overall in 2016. The team also signed current third baseman Eugenio Suárez to a seven-year extension this spring. 

 

Like Senzel and Suárez, Williams said India is versatile enough to play other positions, including shortstop. India played shortstop 

in high school at American Heritage over current Rays shortstop prospect Lucius Fox and Florida Atlantic shortstop Tyler Frank, 

taken in the second round, No. 56 overall, by Tampa Bay. 

 

“We think he’s the best player that was there for us. We think he can help us in the big leagues in a relatively short period of time,” 

Williams said. “But we think he’s the most valuable asset. We’ve had this conversation a lot of times, you can never have too many 

good players. These guys… Suárez can play multiple positions, Senzel can play multiple positions. We’re confident India can play 

multiple positions. We’re starting to accumulate what we think are going to project as some really good hitters. This lineup is going 

to come together as these guys develop.” 

 

The fact that India shared so many characteristics with Senzel was a selling point, noted Chris Buckley, the Reds vice president of 

amateur scouting. 

 

“He’s very similar to Nick Senzel. Very tough, very aggressive kid. A real team guy,” Buckley said. “Their coaches, who we know 

very well, they just rave about the kid.” 

 

As does his old high school coach. 

 

“Jonathan’s one of the smartest players I’ve ever had,” said Mazza, who earned his 400th career victory earlier this year. “His 

baseball IQ is unbelievable, his instincts on the field are tremendous. He’s going to do those small things on the base paths that you 

just can’t teach.” 

 

WCPO 
 

Reds draft Jonathan India from University of Florida 

Jeff Wallner | WCPO contributor 

8:02 PM, Jun 4, 2018 
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CINCINNATI -- The Cincinnati Reds were on the clock in Monday night's Major League Baseball Draft when Florida Gators third 

baseman Jonathan India was batting in the fifth inning of an NCAA Regional. 

 

India walked. He also struck out twice in a loss at Florida Atlantic, but that wasn't going to deter the Reds from selecting him with 

the No. 5-overall pick. 

 

"When he struck out, we thought about changing our pick," Reds president of baseball operations Dick Williams said facetiously. 

"He's an accomplished and advanced college hitter. He should move quickly through the minor leagues. We are thrilled to add him 

to our organization." 

 

India had been on the Reds' radar for quite some time. They scouted the 2018 Southeastern Conference player of the year 

throughout his rise from relative obscurity to becoming one of the nation's best hitters. 

 

India, a junior, batted .365 with 16 home runs, 40 RBIs and 11 stolen bases in 54 regular season games this season, with an SEC-

best .506 on-base percentage and .730 slugging percentage. 

 

Adjustments he made during two summers in the Cape Cod League elevated India's draft stock and caught the Reds' attention. 

 

His on-base percentage had dipped to a career-low .351 last season but in one year he increased his OPS from .774 last season to 

1.237, helping him become a semi-finalist for the prestigious Golden Spikes Award and enter the draft rated the fifth-best prospect 

by Baseball America. 

 

"We all thought he learned to go the other way a little bit more and trust himself and use the whole field," Williams said. "I met with 

his coaches in Gainesville and they all said the same thing: when he started to go the other way, he started to hit the ball with more 

authority. He can still yank a ball down the left side when he needs to." 

 



The question now is what the Reds plan to do with India. 

 

With Eugenio Suarez entrenched at third base and another top-five pick in Nick Senzel waiting in the wings, the Reds have an 

overabundance of young infielders. Senzel was drafted No. 2 overall in 2016, also as a third baseman. 

 

The Reds already are trying to figure out what to do with four outfielders -- which at least temporarily has sent Jesse Winker to the 

bench -- and where to play Scooter Gennett moving forward, while trying to find a permanent spot for Senzel. 

 

Unlike the NFL or other sports, major league teams typically don't draft according to position need, especially with higher picks. 

Chris Buckley, VP amateur scouting, said going into the draft that the Reds would look for the best player available at No. 5 -- 

regardless of position. 

 

That's what they got in India. 

 

"We think he's the most valuable asset," Williams said. "You can never have too many players. We're starting to accumulate what 

we think are some pretty good hitters. What (India) did in the best conference in the country speaks to his ability." 

 

Like Suarez, who developed as a shortstop, and Senzel, who has played both second and third this season at Triple-A Louisville, 

India has the ability to move around. 

 

India played primarily third base this year for the Gators but also made several appearances at shortstop. 

 

"A guy with his athleticism would have no problem moving to second base," Williams said. "Short(stop) is always something you'd 

want to see for yourself. He'd have no problem in the corners in the outfield." 

 

Because the Gators lost to FAU, 7-4, on Monday night, they had to play again later that night. As a result, India was not made 

available to speak to reporters. He is expected to do a conference call with media members on Tuesday. 

 

India made a statement with his bat in April when he homered off Auburn right-hander Casey Mize, who was selected No. 1 overall 

by the Detroit Tigers on Monday. 

 

That game was billed as a marquee pitching matchup between Mize and Gators right-hander Brady Singer, who was drafted 18th by 

the Kansas City Royals. But, India stole the show with his blast in the first inning. 

 

"That made an impression on me," Williams said. 

 

India was just the 12th player in Florida program history to amass 20 or more home runs, 100 or more RBIs and 30 or more stolen 

bases in his career. 

 

"Without question, he's a top-10 pick," said MLB.com draft expert Jonathan Mayo. "He performed his way. Typically, college bats 

who perform move up." 

 

The Reds also had the 47th pick in the second round later on Monday night, along with the 72nd in Competitive Balance Round B, 

82nd (third round) and 109th (fourth round), all on Tuesday. 

 

The addition this year of a third Rookie League club in Greeneville, TN might allow the Reds to sign 15 to 20 more prospects who 

will have a chance to play regularly. 

 

The Reds' rebuild is centered around the development of young pitching. Since 2004, when the Reds selected Homer Bailey seventh 

overall, the Reds have taken just five pitchers in the first round, two have reached the major leagues. They are expected to add more 

arms in this year's draft. 

 

"We have a lot of drafting left to do," Williams said Monday night. 

 

Transactions 
 

06/05/18  

New York Yankees optioned LF Clint Frazier to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

Detroit Tigers optioned RHP Sandy Baez to Erie SeaWolves. 

 

06/04/18  



Arizona Diamondbacks selected the contract of 3B Kristopher Negron from Reno Aces. 

Arizona Diamondbacks optioned CF Socrates Brito to Reno Aces. 

Washington Nationals optioned RHP Jefry Rodriguez to Harrisburg Senators. 

St. Louis Cardinals optioned C Carson Kelly to Memphis Redbirds. 

Philadelphia Phillies sent RHP Drew Hutchison outright to Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Tampa Bay Rays optioned RHP Yonny Chirinos to Durham Bulls. 

Detroit Tigers sent SS Pete Kozma outright to Toledo Mud Hens. 

New York Yankees optioned RHP Tommy Kahnle to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

New York Yankees activated RHP Adam Warren from the 10-day disabled list. 

Arizona Diamondbacks sent RHP Shelby Miller on a rehab assignment to Jackson Generals. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned LHP D.J. Snelten to Norfolk Tides. 

Baltimore Orioles claimed LHP D.J. Snelten off waivers from San Francisco Giants. 

Detroit Tigers recalled Sandy Baez from Erie SeaWolves. 

Detroit Tigers recalled RHP Drew VerHagen from Toledo Mud Hens. 

Chicago White Sox activated DH Matt Davidson from the 10-day disabled list. 

Chicago White Sox optioned C Alfredo Gonzalez to Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago White Sox optioned 1B Matt Skole to Charlotte Knights. 

New York Yankees recalled Clint Frazier from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

 

 


