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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1919-The Reds purchase Slim Sallee from the Giants. Sallee will go on to have a 21-7 record in 1919, walking only 20 batters 

in 228.0 innings pitched 
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Castillo pleased with progress in 2nd spring start 

Right-hander works 2 2/3 innings vs. Cubs; Stephenson shaky 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 3rd, 2018 

 

MESA, Ariz. -- Had Cubs lefty-hitting star Anthony Rizzo not foiled Luis Castillo with an against-the-shift squib roller past an open 

third base, the Reds' starting pitcher could have completed his scheduled three innings on Saturday. 

 

"I made my pitch and when he hit the ground ball, in my mind I said, 'Oh my gosh, really?'" Castillo said via interpreter Julio 

Morillo. 

 

Alas, Kyle Schwarber followed Rizzo with a single up the middle, and Castillo was pulled at his pitch limit following 2 2/3 innings 

with one run, five hits, no walks and four strikeouts. The extra-base hits were a Kris Bryant double in the first inning and Tommy 

La Stella leadoff double in the second inning. La Stella scored on a RBI single to center field by Mike Freeman as Chicago claimed 

a 7-4 win. 

 

"The second inning was kind of tough, but I made the adjustment," Castillo said. "I came out for the third inning and after that, I 

was starting to make my pitches. I went out there and competed, and everything was good." 

 

Castillo, who is already locked into a rotation spot, felt right where he should be after two spring starts as he prepares for his first 

full season in the big leagues. 

 

"I feel amazing," he said. "I feel healthy, which is the most important thing right now. I'm getting ready, and it's going to be a good 

season for me." 

 

Camp battle: Stephenson struggles 

Competing for a rotation spot, Robert Stephenson did not fare well when he entered from the bullpen. Stephenson pitched 1 1/3 

innings with two earned runs, four hits, three walks and one strikeout. In his previous outing on Monday vs. Arizona, he gave up 

three earned runs over 1 2/3 innings. 

 

"He just had a lot of misses and elevated fastballs," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "He just really hasn't gotten into his groove yet. 

He'll bounce back, I'm sure. He's got good stuff, and he's a better pitch now than he was at this point last year." 

 

Mesoraco looks good 

Catcher Devin Mesoraco is off to a good start in camp. Through six games, including four starts, he is 4-for-11 (.364) with two 

doubles. More importantly, Mesoraco has been off the injury report. 

 

That is no minor thing, after Mesoraco missed most of the past three seasons with injuries that required surgeries to both hips and 

his left shoulder. He also had a fractured left foot in August that ended his 2017 season prematurely. 

 

"He looks as healthy as I can remember, going back to 2014," Price said. "He just looks normal. There's no concern about his hip 

labrum or the shoulder issue that he had. I think more than anything, I feel good about where he is physically because I think he can 

be very productive if he can stay on the field and remain healthy." 

 

Mesoraco, an All-Star in 2014 when hit 25 home runs, is slated to back up Tucker Barnhart behind the plate. 



 

Weiss regaining his place 

Two springs ago, right-handed relief prospect Zack Weiss was moving up quickly and was invited to his first big league camp. Then 

he developed elbow problems and needed surgery that wiped out his entire 2016 season, when he would have been with Double-A 

Pensacola. 

 

Weiss, 25, bounced back last season and had a 2.63 ERA, 10 saves and a 1.05 WHIP in 34 games combined with Class A Advanced 

Daytona and Pensacola. He was added to the 40-man roster after the season and is back in Spring Training. 

 

"Now we're seeing him, he's recovered, he was able to get back on the mound in competition last year and really performed well," 

Price said. "He's a guy that looks as good now as we had heard about back before he was having the arm problems. He's just a really 

polished guy. I like the way he throws the ball, competes well and he commands his stuff and has two really good breaking balls. He 

looks like a guy who can help us this year." 

 

Through three games, Weiss has three scoreless innings. He earned the save after pitching the ninth inning Friday in a 3-2 win over 

the Giants. Odds are that he begins the season at Triple-A Louisville, but making the team out of camp hasn't been ruled out. 

 

What's next 

Jesse Winker will be leading off the lineup and Anthony DeSclafani is scheduled to make his second start on Sunday, when the 

Reds host the Royals at 3:05 p.m. ET in Goodyear. Listen live on Gameday Audio. 

 

 

Peraza giving extra effort to win shortstop job 

Reds infielder working on pitch selection in camp to boost OBP 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 3rd, 2018 

 

MESA, Ariz. -- Jose Peraza is relaxed and more at ease in the batter's box and in the Reds' clubhouse, happy to be in his natural 

position at shortstop. Don't mistake that for complacency, however. 

 

While locked in as the starting shortstop for Cincinnati now that Zack Cozart departed as a free agent, Peraza is aware much work 

remains to keep that job. 

 

"I'm working every day and I'm getting better. I feel comfortable," Peraza said on Saturday morning before some early hitting in the 

cage with coaches. "It's been good." 

 

Peraza, 23, has already experienced losing out on a role. While learning second base as he replaced Brandon Phillips last year, 

Peraza struggled at the plate. By the third week of July, Scooter Gennett emerged as the regular second baseman and Peraza went to 

the bench. 

 

In 143 games, Peraza batted .259/.297/.324 with five home runs and 37 RBIs. His on-base percentage wasn't robust, but he tried to 

become more selective in the second half. 

 

When Cozart went down with a quadriceps injury, Peraza played shortstop and did better. Over his final 48 games, he batted .293 

with a .361 on-base percentage as he drew more walks. That's the approach he has taken this spring. 

 

"I want to take more pitches. I'm focused on being more selective," Peraza said. "I don't want to chase pitches out of the strike zone. 

That's what I've been working on right now. When the season starts, the on-base percentage has to be better. I'm focused on that and 

getting on base more too." 

 

Hitting coaches Don Long and Tony Jaramillo have worked with Peraza on his approach. During a video session on Friday, both 

coaches again talked to Peraza about being in better hitting position the moment he steps in, that he's square to the plate and reading 

pitches for as long as possible before swinging. 

 

When Peraza first came to the Reds -- part of a three-way trade with the Dodgers on Dec. 16, 2015 -- he was known for being an 

aggressive swinger. 

 

"I definitely see the signs he's making the adjustments," Jaramillo said. "He wants to get on base more. He understands that it's his 

job. We just want to get him to make better decisions." 

 



Another change for Peraza came away from the field. Upon joining the Reds, the Venezuelan spoke little English -- especially in 

media interviews. In contrast from last season, he's become much more fluent and hasn't needed the assistance of interpreter Julio 

Morillo. 

 

Like with his hitting, Peraza has made the extra effort. 

 

"Everybody here has helped me," said Peraza, with Morillo standing next to him in case he needed assistance. "I feel more 

comfortable. I use it when I go out to eat at restaurants, I try to speak English." 

 

Despite his comfort, Peraza probably doesn't have a ton of leeway to endure another slow start. The Reds, who signed experienced 

shortstop Cliff Pennington to be his backup, also have No. 1 prospect and third baseman Nick Senzel taking a lot of reps at 

shortstop. Senzel will need a place to play when he eventually debuts in 2018. 

 

Peraza wasn't worried about the situation. 

 

"I want to do my job. I will just play my game," he said. 

 

Jaramillo believed the extra work with Peraza would pay off. 

 

"I definitely believe he can handle the regular at-bats," Jaramillo said. "There is no doubt he will be able to do it." 

 

Peraza said being back at his natural position would help him establish himself. 

 

"I like shortstop. I played it a lot in the Minors and when I was young," Peraza said. "When I was 10, 11, 12 years old, I played 

shortstop. It's good for me. It's a good opportunity here now. I want to do the best that I can do." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Castillo, Reds fall to Chicago Cubs 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 6:29 p.m. ET March 3, 2018 | Updated 6:31 p.m. ET March 3, 2018 

 

MESA, Ariz. – The Cincinnati Reds fell to 3-6-1 in spring training Saturday after a 7-4 loss to the Chicago Cubs at Sloan Park.  

 

The game in three paragraphs:  

 

Reds right-hander Luis Castillo threw 2 ⅔ innings, allowed five hits – two of which were doubles and one a slow roller to the left 

side against a shifted infield – one earned run and four strikeouts. Castillo told reporters after leaving the game: "I feel amazing. I 

feel healthy which is the most important thing right now. I’m getting ready and it’s going to be a good season for me.” 

 

The Reds had a rough day at the plate until Brandon Dixon smacked a two-run home run in the eighth inning to put the Reds on the 

board. Dixon now has a team-high three homers this spring. Then in the ninth, outfielder Aristides Aquino crushed a two-run home 

run to deep left field. 

  

Reds manager Bryan Price on Castillo's outing: “He threw pitches for strikes. I thought he threw the ball very, very well, just 

exactly what we were looking for. He was really challenging hitters in the zone with a mix of pitches. Really happy with his 

progress this spring."  

 

Up next 

 

Right-hander Anthony DeSclafani will make his second start of the spring Sunday at Goodyear Ballpark against the Kansas City 

Royals and right-hander Jason Hammel at 3:05 p.m. (700 WLW). 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds right-handed closer Raisel Iglesias is a weapon at the end of games 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 2:21 p.m. ET March 3, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – There's been a hearty discussion this spring about how competitive the race is for the Cincinnati Reds' 

starting pitching rotation.  

 



The one spot where that debate ends is the back end. Right-hander Raisel Iglesias slid into the closer role last season like a dart 

directly into a double bullseye.  

 

"He's comfortable doing it," said Reds manager Bryan Price. "I think that's the most important thing. Sometimes as pitchers get 

introduced to the closing role they either take to it or they shy away from it and they get defensive. I think once he went into the 

bullpen I think he was chasing that closing opportunity.  

 

"He really made the job his own last year and he really just came out and took the job. He was so good, not just in the one-inning 

outings but in the multiple-inning outings. I think he craves that opportunity to get those last three to six outs. It's not a trait that is 

universal with relievers; some guys just don't perform the same way in the ninth as they do in the seventh or eighth. He's a guy that's 

transcended the different roles of the bullpen and (leaped) to the top of the candidates that are comfortable closing."  

 

Just the eighth Red in the organization's history to head straight to the major leagues, Iglesias has taken a step in the right direction 

in each of his first three seasons with the club, effectively lowering his earned-run average each season.  

 

Last season, Iglesias' 28 saves (in 30 chances) ranked sixth in the National League and his 2.49 ERA led the team, and for his 

efforts, he received the Johnny Vander Meer Award from the local chapter of the Baseball Writers Association of America as the 

Reds' most outstanding pitcher. 

 

His eight saves of at least two innings last year led all of Major League Baseball and were the most by any pitcher since Reds right-

hander Danny Graves had 12 in 1999.  

 

"I have my goals set," said Iglesias, through his interpreter. "My goal is every year I have to become better and better. So that's my 

goal right now that I can be a really good pitcher. Every time that I come over here (to spring training) I'm trying to learn at least 

one new thing. I come over here and in my mind, I have to learn something today."  

 

His goal this season is simple: improve against left-handed hitters.  

 

"He's got all the weaponry," Price said. "I mean multiple arm angles, velocity, multiple shapes on the breaking ball, changeup – he 

has all the weapons. I know he wants to increase his success against left-handed hitters." 

 

Price continued: "You know when you're that good against right-handers when you look at the numbers on him against right-handed 

hitters compared to left, there's a separation, but it's because he's so dominant on right-handed hitters that the lefties seem to give 

him a better at-bat. But it's still not where he's getting crippled by left-handed hitters. 

 

"He knows exactly what he wants to work on and that is being more efficient against left-handed hitting. That's his goal for the 

spring and the season."  

 

Right-handed hitters have a .170 batting average against Iglesias, while lefties hit .271. He has 185 strikeouts against right-handers 

and 94 against left-handers.  

 

"It's like playing a video game," said Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart on catching Iglesias. "I can put down just about any pitch at any 

time and he executes it. He's fun to catch. His slider's really good. He changes his arm angle and he throws 100. So what's not to 

like?"  

 

Iglesias hasn't shied away from his new responsibility, he's embraced it.  

 

"My role is probably the most important role on the team because I want to pitch in the most important inning in the game," he said. 

"It was pretty easy to move from starter to being a closer just because I've been doing that since I was a kid in Cuba."  

 

Much like his performance on the mound, Iglesias has been hard at work and improving in his quest to learn English.  

 

"It's been better," Iglesias said. "Right now you have a lot of stuff in your mind so sometimes during the day I don't want to worry 

about that, but in my free time, I've been practicing a lot. I feel proud of myself because every year I've been improving my English 

a lot." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds' Bryan Price on Devin Mesoraco: 'He looks as healthy as I can remember' 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 11:50 a.m. ET March 3, 2018 

 



GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Having two healthy catchers who are both award winners at the big-league level is quite the commodity for 

the Cincinnati Reds. 

 

Last season, Tucker Barnhart became only the third catcher in Reds history to win a Gold Glove Award, and his counterpart, Devin 

Mesoraco, was a 2014 National League All-Star.  

 

Since that All-Star appearance, though, Mesoraco's been plagued by injuries. He played in 114 major league games in 2014, but 

since that season, he's only made 95 appearances at the big-league level.  

 

"He looks as healthy as I can remember, going back to 2014," Reds manager Bryan Price said Friday of Mesoraco. "He just looks 

normal. There’s no concern about his hip labrum or the shoulder issue that he had. 

 

"I think more than anything, I feel good about where he is physically because I think he can be very productive if he can stay on the 

field and remain healthy."  

 

In 11 at-bats so far this spring, Mesoraco's hitting .364 with two doubles and four RBI.  

 

If both Barnhart and Mesoraco can contribute the way they've proven they can, they should both benefit — and so should the club.  

 

A HEALTHY WEISS: Reds right-hander Zack Weiss, a 25-year-old roster invite who played in AA Pensacola last year, made his 

third scoreless appearance in spring training Friday. He's allowed one hit, no runs with four strikeouts.  

 

Weiss' first two years in the Reds organization have been injury-plagued. He's only accumulated 41 innings pitched in the minor 

leagues.  

 

When asked Friday if Weiss was back in business, Price said the right-hander has recovered after a bad arm kept him from pitching 

at big league camp. 

 

"He was able to get back on the mound in competition last year and really performed well," Price said of Weiss. "I think he started 

in Daytona, went to Pensacola and pitched well at both spots. He’s a guy that looks as good now as we had heard about back before 

he was having the arm problems. 

 

"He’s just a really polished guy. I like the way he throws the ball, competes well and he commands his stuff and has two really good 

breaking balls. He looks like a guy who can help us this year.” 

 

As for whether Weiss can fit into an already crowded big-league bullpen this season, Price said a lot can happen the last three weeks 

of spring training. 

 

"I think it would be a great thing for Zack to pitch in AAA a bit," Price said. "But certainly stranger things have happened out of the 

bullpen, being able to make that jump from AA to the big leagues.” 

 

 

Doc: Think you have Joey Votto figured out? You have no idea. 

Paul Daugherty, pdaugherty@enquirer.com  

Published 2:49 p.m. ET March 3, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, AZ – The baseball player whose statistics are redefining how we identify hitting greatness never looks at his 

statistics. Between Opening Day and October, a Tibetan monk has a better chance of knowing Joey Votto’s numbers than Joey 

Votto does. 

 

“It’s too stressful,’’ he says. 

 

He’d love it if ballpark video-board operators didn’t post his stats when he came to the plate. “Drives me crazy,’’ he allows. He 

doesn’t read about himself or watch ESPN about himself because he knows the media will dwell on his numbers. 

 

“I don’t ever want the numbers to give me a ceiling (or) give me a false sense of comfort. Like I’ve made it. The numbers are a 

reflection of the immediate past. If I’m looking at the past, I’m not seeing the present,’’ says Votto. 

 

Well. 

 

Every time we think we have Joey Votto kinda figured out, he shows us we have no idea. None whatsoever. A long-time believer in 

analytics, who doesn’t even look at his numbers for six months? 



 

Votto is the best, an all-timer, at staying in The Big 162 bubble. He owns the insecurity that can drive greatness; self-torture is 

standard for perfectionists. Yet he has abundant self-confidence not to judge himself by any small stretch of futility. He knows that 

an aging star makes as many adjustments as a promising rookie. Not to what pitchers are trying to do to get him out; inner 

adjustments that acknowledge his creeping physical limitations. 

 

Votto knows the parameters his age (35 in September) inevitably will place on his game. He knows, too, how to outthink Father 

Time. 

 

He admires those who have done that best: Floyd Mayweather. Tom Brady. Because Votto is curious and meticulous, he studies 

them. “You watch Floyd Mayweather fight,’’ Votto says. “He’s not as good as he was at 30 or 25, In terms of sheer athleticism, 

quickness, knockout power. But then you watch how technical he is, his gamesmanship. He takes his time, catches his breath. 

There’s never a panic. After a while, you know when to just chill out.’’ 

 

Of Brady, Votto says, “He probably doesn’t release the ball as quickly or as accurately as he once did. It doesn’t mean he can’t 

shoot out super-accurate 5- to 15-yard throws and be just as successful.’’ 

 

And yet... 

 

“Two years ago, I was hitting .200 in June,’’ Votto recalls. “I had nine years (in the big leagues) or whatever, X number of dollars to 

go’’ on his contract. “I legitimately thought I was going to be sent down’’ to the minor leagues. 

 

What? 

 

"I thought they might send me down for a week or two, to get right.’’ 

 

Well, they didn’t. They allowed the best hitter of his time to figure it out in the big leagues. Votto had one of the best halves of a 

season in baseball history. On May 29, 2016, he was hitting .207. He finished at .326. He hit .408 after the all-star break. 

 

It can take a little distrust of success doubt to fuel all that belief. “I’m a firm believer you have to play with a fight-or-flight state of 

mind. You have to be cornered,’’ Votto says. “You have to be desperate. 

 

“I don’t want to be calm. I want to use that feeling of being cornered.’’ 

 

Sometimes, when his personal notion of hitting perfection eludes him, Votto will retreat after a game to the batting cage adjacent to 

the Reds home clubhouse. He’ll hit until midnight. Then he’ll get in his car to drive home, and start screaming. 

 

“In a rage,’’ he says. “At the very top of my being. YOU HAVE TO GET GOING!’’ 

 

At 33 last year, Votto put together a remarkably good season, one even he acknowledged was his best. He is 1 or 1A as Best Hitter 

of His Time. If you ask Votto, he’s decidedly 1A, behind Mike Trout. If you ask most everyone else, he’s 1. When he becomes 

eligible for the Hall of Fame, five years after his retirement, Votto will represent a fascinating test case. 

 

Votto’s career is on the crest of the new wave of thinking. Some of the old reliables don’t apply. Votto won’t hit 500 home runs, he 

won’t have 3,000 hits. Judging his Hall-worthiness will require voters to see the quality of Votto’s career, not the quantity of its 

numbers. Valued new-school numbers such as on-base percentage, wins above replacement and something called OPS-plus will 

have to be considered. 

 

And as Votto suggests, “(Sandy) Koufax didn’t play very long. We’ll see.’’ 

 

Not that Votto has given the Hall a lot of thought. You wouldn’t expect that from someone who worried about being demoted two 

years ago, who doesn’t look at his stats until after a year is done. As for the stats... 

 

He looked at his 2017 numbers the day after the season, “to decide whether the effort matched the performance level.’’ He says the 

numbers were a revelation: “I said, ‘Oh my goodness, that’s something. I might win the MVP this year. Giancarlo (Stanton) and I 

are very close.’ I didn’t know by a lot of different metrics that I was the best offensive player in the league.’’ 

 

That gets us to now, when the best hitter of his generation has to step up and do it all over again. “There is some dread,’’ he says. 

 

“I know how difficult a successful season is, what it looks like, and how frustrated and angry I get when I come up short of my 

expectations. But then once I ‘m back in the mix and working, I think it’s great. I wouldn’t have it any other way.’’  

 



Transactions 
 

03/03/18  

CF Malvin Matos assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned LHP Chris Lee to Norfolk Tides. 

Tampa Bay Rays signed free agent CF Carlos Gomez. 

IF Jalen Miller assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

3B Jacob Gonzalez assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

1B Dillon Dobson assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

OF Sandro Fabian assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

OF Heliot Ramos assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

RHP Nate Griep assigned to Milwaukee Brewers. 

RHP Matt Foster assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

3B Ti'Quan Forbes assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

3B Luke Williams roster status changed by Philadelphia Phillies. 

Baltimore Orioles signed free agent 1B Danny Valencia to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Toronto Blue Jays signed free agent RHP Nick Tepesch to a minor league contract. 

RHP David Ledbetter assigned to Texas Rangers. 

RF Heath Quinn assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

CF Ronnie Jebavy assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

SS Brandon Van Horn assigned to San Francisco Giants. 

LF Nick Torres assigned to San Diego Padres. 

2B Chris Baker assigned to San Diego Padres. 

RHP Colby Blueberg assigned to San Diego Padres. 

Tampa Bay Rays designated 3B Ryan Schimpf for assignment. 

C Colby Fitch assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

SS Malquin Canelo assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

C Austin Bossart assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

LHP Corbin Clouse assigned to Atlanta Braves. 

LHP Aaron Brown assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

RHP Trevor Bettencourt assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

RHP Connor Jones assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

2B Michael Paez assigned to New York Mets. 

2B Vidal Brujan assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

RHP Matt Frawley assigned to New York Yankees. 

RHP David Sosebee assigned to New York Yankees. 

RF Harold Ramirez assigned to Toronto Blue Jays. 

SS Yasel Antuna assigned to Washington Nationals. 

2B Luis Garcia assigned to Washington Nationals. 

CF Mickey Moniak assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

SS Emmanuel Marrero assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

C Henri Lartigue assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

C Deivi Grullon assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

LHP Tom Windle assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

LHP JoJo Romero assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

RHP Ryan Etsell assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

  

 


