
 
 

June 6, 2018 
 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Javy Baez pulls an Addison Russell, ends up in a fan's lap with ridiculous catch 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/javy-baez-pulls-addison-russell-ends-fans-lap-ridiculous-
catch-jeter-schwarber  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Jake Arrieta's love for Cubs fans and Wrigley Field is undying 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/jake-arrietas-love-cubs-fans-and-wrigley-field-undying-
rizzo-lester-phillies-darvish  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs: Recapping Day 2 of the MLB Draft 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-recapping-day-2-mlb-draft-nico-hoerner-jimmy-
herron-rickey-henderson  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Jake Arrieta and understanding baseball's quickly moving, never ending clock 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/jake-arrieta-and-understanding-baseballs-quickly-
moving-never-ending-clock  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Column: Jake Arrieta receives warm embrace in return to Wrigley Field 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jake-arrieta-return-20180605-
story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Joe Maddon bemoans lack of production in Cubs' 6-1 loss to Phillies 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-phillies-20180605-story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Kyle Hendricks and Javier Baez give Cubs scare in loss to Phillies 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-javier-baez-kyle-hendricks-
20180605-story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Column: David Ross offers Cubs pitcher Yu Darvish wise words: Chicago will have 

your back 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-david-ross-yu-darvish-haugh-
20180605-story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs continue to stock up on outfielders in draft 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-draft-20180605-story.html  
 
• Chicago Tribune, John Mallee proud of Cubs tenure as hitting coach, happy to be with Phillies 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-john-mallee-notes-20180605-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Jake Arrieta’s Wrigley return upstages Cubs’ loss to Phillies 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/the-yin-and-the-yu-jake-arrietas-wrigley-return-upstages-
cubs-loss-to-phils/  
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• Chicago Sun-Times, Jake Arrieta returns to Wrigley, pays tribute to former Cubs teammates, fans 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/jake-arrieta-returns-to-wrigley-pays-tribute-to-former-cubs-
teammates-fans/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Northwestern game at Wrigley Field will play both directions 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/northwestern-game-at-wrigley-field-will-play-both-directions/  

 
• Daily Herald, Hendricks struggles in Chicago Cubs' loss to Phillies 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180605/hendricks-struggles-in-chicago-cubs-loss-to-phillies  
 
• Daily Herald, Arrieta returns to Wrigley Field, in a good place 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180605/arrieta-returns-to-wrigley-field-in-a-good-place  
 
• The Athletic, We’re talking about launch angle? Ex-Cubs hitting coach John Mallee defends his 

record: ‘I’m a World Series champ’ 
https://theathletic.com/382152/2018/06/06/were-talking-about-launch-angle-ex-cubs-hitting-
coach-john-mallee-defends-his-record-im-a-world-series-champ/  

 
• The Athletic, Jake Arrieta’s message to Cubs fans: Thanks for believing in me — and don’t give up 

on Yu Darvish 
https://theathletic.com/382040/2018/06/05/jake-arrietas-message-to-cubs-fans-thanks-for-
believing-in-me-and-dont-give-up-on-yu-darvish/  

 
• The Athletic, Jake Arrieta experienced the best times of his life at Wrigley Field and he’ll never 

grow old here 
https://theathletic.com/381935/2018/06/05/jake-arrieta-experienced-the-best-times-of-his-life-at-
wrigley-field-and-hell-never-grow-old-here/  
 

• Cubs.com, OF Herron leads Cubs' college-heavy Day 2 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-draft-jimmy-herron-to-start-day-2/c-279916132  
 

• Cubs.com, Bats can't bail out Hendricks in loss to Phils 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/kyle-hendricks-struggles-in-loss-to-phillies/c-279913776  
 

• Cubs.com, In return to Wrigley, Arrieta recalls 'special' ride 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/jake-arrieta-returns-to-wrigley-with-phillies/c-279931696  

 
• Cubs.com, Cubs' injury updates: Russell, Darvish 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/injury-updates-for-addison-russell-yu-darvish/c-279919046  
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Javy Baez pulls an Addison Russell, ends up in a fan's lap with ridiculous catch  
By Tony Andracki 
 
Somehow, Javy Baez continues to amaze with what he can do on the baseball diamond. 
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As the Cubs were winding down in a hapless 6-1 loss to the Phillies Saturday, Baez didn't stop playing 
hard, ranging 111 feet in the ninth inning to make a catch in foul territory before tumbling into the first 
row of seats along the third base line.  
 
He wound up with a bunch of beer spilled on him as his legs knocked into a fan nursing his final brew of 
the night. 
 
Joe Maddon compared it to the Addison Russell Nacho Man play last September in St. Louis. 
 
Kyle Schwarber made a similar catch down the left field line last May against the Yankees and Baez 
joked in order to top both Russell and Schwarber, he needs to go three rows deep next time, a la Derek 
Jeter. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jake Arrieta's love for Cubs fans and Wrigley Field is undying  
By Tony Andracki 
 
You might've heard a guy named Jake Arrieta is back in town. 
 
The former Cubs pitcher made his triumphant return to Wrigley Field Tuesday afternoon and was met 
with an awesome tribute video on the big board in left field and a chill-inducing ovation from the packed 
house of Cubs fans. 
 
Of course, there was also plenty of time for Arrieta to catch up with former teammates, with too many 
bro-hugs to count.  
 
Arrieta won't pitch for the Phillies in this three-game set at Wrigley Field, instead enjoying his time back 
in the city that helped transform him from a failed prospect into one of the best pitchers on the planet. 
 
He and his wife, Brittany, enjoyed Monday's off-day at Millenium Park, hit up one of their favorite dinner 
spots and caught up with old friends. Of course, Cubs fans spotted him out and about and treated him 
like no time had passed. 
 
"It kinda felt like it did when I played here," Arrieta said. "Fans are just really appreciative of what we 
were able to create over the years that I played here from the end of '13 up until last season. Just really 
special and it was a really special time to be a Cub and it still is for these guys that are a part of this 
organization still. 
 
"I wish all of them very well and I'm thankful for the relationships that I was able to create and maintain 
throughout my time in a Cubs uniform." 
 
Arrieta spoke for more than 20 minutes in the first-base dugout before Tuesday's game, boasting the 
now-famous beard though looking a little out of place in Phillies gear. 
 
Throughout the media session with Chicago reporters, Arrieta routinely mentioned the fanbase and his 
gratitude to how they treated him over the 4.5 years he spent here. 
 
"Just really, thank you for the support through thick and thin, through the rough times of '13 and '14," 
Arrieta said to the fans. "Believing in me and the rest of the team and taking that journey with us 



 
throughout 2016 and even '17 when it seemed like it was just a no-brainer that we were gonna be in the 
postseason and play deep into October and have a chance to win the World Series year in and year out. 
 
"To have 40,000-plus here each and every night, bitter cold or humid heat, it meant a lot ot us. It meant 
a lot to me and my family. Definitely a lot to Cooper [Arrieta's son]. I think a big part of him will be a 
Cubs fan for life and that's very special to me. Thanks to all the fans for that." 
 
Arrieta joked he was planning on spending the three days at Wrigley heckling Anthony Rizzo from the 
first-base dugout. The two former teammates and close friends texted before the series with this 
exchange after Arrieta pitched Sunday and confirmed he wouldn't face his old mates: 
 
Rizzo: "Man, I can't believe you're ducking the Cubbies." 
 
Arrieta: "Man, I'm trying to help you guys catch Milwaukee." 
 
Rizzo: "Man, I woulda told Joe I wanna lead off and I'm gonna take you deep." 
 
In between jokes, Arrieta also touched on his free agency process and the business of the game. He saw 
the writing on the wall before even hitting free agency and realized it was going to be a longshot to 
return to the Cubs. 
 
He did acknowledge there was some hope he could still work out a deal with the Cubs as the free agent 
market was historically slow to develop, but then the organization reached a 6-year deal with Yu Darvish 
in February. 
 
Instead, Arrieta is happy with the Phillies, where he's begun the season 5-3 with a sparkling 2.66 ERA 
and 1.17 WHIP. He's brought a veteran and intimidating presence to a young Philadelphia team that is 
looking to ascend into a contender for the first time, playing the role Jon Lester did with the Cubs back in 
2015. 
 
He's still the same guy who wants to prove people wrong, pitches with a chip on his shoulder and isn't 
afraid to speak his mind, as evidenced by a riveting tirade after Sunday's game in which he let everybody 
in the Phillies organization have it after being swept over the weekend. 
 
Arrieta said there was no discussion with manager Gabe Kapler about trying to re-organize the Phillies 
rotation to get the veteran starter an outing at Wrigley for this series, instead just letting the chips fall 
where they may. 
 
"It would've been really, really cool to get on that mound again," Arrieta said. "But really just being in 
this ballpark, watching the game from this closely and having the fans right on top of you, it's hard to 
completely put into words how cool it really is." 
 
"I really just am looking forward to playing another game in this ballpark, even though it's in this dugout. 
I talked about it throughout my career as a Cub just how special this place really is and you can't 
understand it completely until you play here, until you come to this ballpark every day. You see the 
passion from the fans. 
 
"All the way around the organization, everybody was geared to win and that was the ultimate goal and 
to have achieved that goal and looking back on how much hard work it took from everybody involved, 
just exceptional what we were able to create. I look forward to reliving some of those memories through 
the players, through my former teammates." 



 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs: Recapping Day 2 of the MLB Draft  
By Tony Andracki 
 
After taking a trio of hitters and a college pitcher on Day 1 of the MLB Draft, the Cubs continued down 
the offensive path on Day 2. 
 
Theo Epstein's front office selected Duke outfielder Jimmy Herron in the third round with the 98th 
overall pick. 
 
Herron is a junior that stands 6-foot-1, 185 pounds and hits righty while throwing lefty, which is an odd 
combination and draws an immediate thought to Rickey Henderson and Ryan Ludwick, MLB outfielders 
who also hit righty and threw lefty: 
 
In reality, Herron's offensive profile is actually somewhat similar to Henderson's, at least in college. Like 
Henderson, Herron is a high on-base guy with good speed. 
 
The Cubs' third-round pick stole 62 bases over the course of his three-year career and drew 96 walks 
against only 83 strikeouts.  
 
Herron posted a .315/.415/.452 slash line (.867 OPS) in college, including an OBP of at least .412 in each 
season. He was caught stealing just twice in 23 attempts this spring. 
 
Like Nico Hoerner — the Cubs' first-round selection — Herron also played in the Cape Cod League in 
2017. 
 
Herron hit .338 with a.924 OPS ono the East Coast last summer, stealing 13 bases and drawing 20 walks 
in 42 games. 
 
With Day 2 in the books, the Cubs' strategy to restock their farm system has become clear. They've 
opted for more polished college players in 9 of the 12 picks over the high-risk/high-reward of high 
school players who also come with signability concerns. 
 
The Cubs have also selected 7 hitters out of those 12 picks, all of whom boast an advanced approach at 
the plate that lends itself to contact and patience over power and strikeouts. Once again, while much of 
the rest of the league is ziggning, focused on launch angle and sacrificing contact for power, the Cubs 
are zagging, picking up a heap of guys who walked more than they struck out in college or high school. 
 
Here is the complete rundown of the Cubs' draft picks to date with a pair of compensatory picks: 
 
1 (24) - Nico Hoerner, SS, Stanford 
2 (62) - Brennen Davis, OF, Basha High School 
2C (77) - Cole Roederer, OF, Hart High School 
2C (78) - Paul Richan, RHP, University of San Diego 
3 (98) - Jimmy Herron, OF, Duke 
 
4 (128) - Ethan Roberts, RHP, Tennessee Tech 
 



 
The Cubs finally added another pitcher to their system with the 128th overall pick Tuesday. Roberts has 
been a reliever throughout his career at Tennessee Tech, making 24 appearances in 2018 with a 4-1 
record, 2.25 ERA, 1.17 WHIP and 85 strikeouts in 60 innings.  
 
Throughout his collegiate career, he struck out an astounding 227 batters in 156.2 innings, averaging 
roughly 2.1 innings per appearance, which would lend itself nicely to the changing nature of big-league 
bullpens that are asking relievers to get more than 3 outs on a regular basis. 
 
5 (158) - Andy Weber, 2B, Virginia 
 
Another polished college hitter, Weber enjoyed a breakout season as a junior with Virginia this spring, 
hitting .344 with a .415 on-base percentage and .536 slugging (.951 OPS). He collected 27 extra-base hits 
in 54 games, including 19 doubles, 3 triples and 5 homers. He also drove in 49 runs and scored 42 while 
walking 22 times vs. 32 strikeouts.  
 
Weber is listed at 6-foot-1, 185 pounds and hits left-handed. He was named a Third Team All-American 
last month and reached base successfully in 50 of his 54 games played. Weber has seen time at second 
base and third base in college and represents another guy who can move around the diamond in the 
Cubs system. 
 
6 (188) - Kohl Franklin, RHP, Broken Arrow High School 
 
Franklin is a big right-handed pitcher, listed at 6-foot-4, 190 pounds after his senior year of high school. 
He hails from Tulsa, Okla., and was voted to the 1st Team All-American this season in the West Region. 
 
7 (218) - D.J. Artis, OF, Liberty University 
 
Artis - listed at 5-foot-9, 165 pounds - bats and throws left-handed. He was drafted by the Red Sox in the 
40th round of high school in 2015 and chose instead to attend Liberty in Virginia, where he was a three-
year starter and hit .339 with a .495 on-base percentage and .982 OPS over his career.  
 
The North Carolina native actually saw a dip in production throughout his time at the program, watching 
his average fall each season from .369 to .359 to .292 this past spring. He still walked far more (166) 
than he struck out (107) and stole 72 bases in 85 tries. 
 
Artis was named the Big South Conference's Freshman of the Year in 2016 and the Player of the Year in 
2017. 
 
8 (248) - Zach Mort, RHP, George Mason 
 
The Cubs continued to take chances on collegiate players in the 8th round, as they grabbed up Mort, 
who began his career at George Mason as a reliever before morphing into a starter the last two seasons. 
The junior made 15 starts in 2018, going 6-3 with a 2.48 ERA, 1.01 WHIP and 108 strikeouts in 105 
innings. He also displayed remarkable control, walking just 13 batters all season for an incredible 8.31 
K:BB ratio. 
 
9 (278) - Derek Casey, RHP, Virginia 
 
The Cubs scooped up Weber's college teammate in the 9th round, adding Casey, a 6-foot-2, 190-pound 
pitcher who just completed his senior season. He went 7-4 with a 3.48 ERA, 1.29 WHIP and 106 
strikeouts in 95.2 innings across 14 starts. 



 
 
Casey was 16-7 in his career at Virginia with a 3.52 ERA but saw a major jump in whiffs from his junior 
(7.32 K/9) to senior season (9.97 K/9). 
 
10 (308) - Luke Reynolds, 3B, Southern Mississippi 
 
A left-handed bat, Reynolds again fits the mold the Cubs are clearly looking for with an advanced 
approach at the plate and exceptional patience. He drew 63 walks in 59 games in 2018, compared to 
only 52 strikeouts. Coupled with a .400 average, Reynolds posted a .562 on-base percentage and 1.289 
OPS that ranked in the Top 3 across the entire United States: 
 
Reynolds also crushed 20 doubles and 15 homers while driving in 60 runs and scoring 69 times in those 
59 games. He began his career at Hinds Community College in 2014 before heading to Mississippi State 
in 2015. He did not play in 2016 and then transferred to Southern Miss and had to sit out the 2017 
season. Because of that, Reynolds is already 23 years old and will be 24 in his first full professional 
season next year. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jake Arrieta and understanding baseball's quickly moving, never ending clock  
By Doug Glanville 
 
Jake Arrieta is returning to Chicago for the first time since he signed with the Philadelphia Phillies in 
March. As a key arm in the pitching staff to the championship team in 2016, he has expressed the typical 
mixed feelings about the “what was” and the “what is” that comes to life when you move on to a new 
organization. 
 
After recently criticizing the Phillies about their subpar analytics work on the use of the shift and for 
their recent sluggish play, he raised questions about his happiness with his choice to not re-sign with the 
Cubs in the first place. 
 
Even if the offer was presented, as Arrieta described, with no opportunity to negotiate. 
 
This was amplified from the reported money he left on the table with the Cubs, an apparent final offer 
(and first offer, according to Arrieta) from Theo Epstein before Epstein turned around and signed the 
much maligned Yu Darvish, who currently sits on the disabled list with a near 5.00 ERA compared to 
Arrieta’s stellar start to the season and a 0.90 ERA in June. 
 
But this is Major League Baseball, a world where change is standard. As players, we spend a lot of time 
trying to create stability within the changing hotel rooms and alternate uniforms, while relying on our 
smart phones to adapt to the new time zone of the week. Yet after significant time of paying your dues, 
if you play long enough, you finally earn the right to choose your employer, at least among the one’s 
that make you an offer. You want it to be a thought out and two-way courtship, if possible. 
 
In this case, Arrieta, in his free agent moment to break the bank, had a chance to return to Chicago 
where he made his mark. A place which breathed life back into his derailed career, which was mired in a 
lack of command and the occasional demotion. Chicago was where his relentless faith in his ability met 
opportunity, where he was able to meet that opportunity at a time when Chicago was rising to the top 
of baseball through an accelerated youth movement. A place where he could start over, be himself, and 
win. 



 
 
For years in your rise to the big leagues, a player does not have a choice. If you are in the draft, as we 
will see over the next couple of days, your first home is chosen for you. I was drafted by the Cubs in 
1991 and that was home for the next 6 years until I was traded to the Phillies. Then as your career 
advances, you will experience the many kinds of transactions that could change the course of your life. A 
trade in the middle of the night, released from your contract because someone faster than you has 
arrived, a recall from the minor leagues for your first taste of big league life. Poof. 
 
These “moves” capture the true rollercoaster of emotions of life in the game, many ups and downs, 
most of which are coming by surprise at the whim of others. 
 
Then when the dues are paid up, you finally earn the right to make a choice, one that you have most 
likely had little practice at making. Do you stay for the school your son is in? Do you seek a better 
payday? Do you stay home at a discount? Do you go where you can be the ace? No matter what you are 
facing, you need time to think it through, which Arrieta believes he was not given before he signed with 
Philadelphia, despite the generous offer on the table by the Cubs. An offer that evaporated in a blink, 
which is a recipe for feeling unresolved. 
 
So Jake Arrieta, the Cy Young award winner and world champion, is back in Chicago today, but he is a 
different man. Sure it is only been months since he wore the Cubs uniform but players age in dog years. 
 
He made the most of putting it together on the late side of baseball time. Now there is a championship 
ring on his finger, awards in his cabinet, but like all players, wondering what life would be like had he 
made a different choice, had he had more time. Now he is a Philadelphia Phillie having an All-Star 
season. Boldly saying what he needs to say to spark a team that hit a June wall. 
 
Even if he wants to say “I told you so” about the early critics of Yu Darvish, he knows that is a fruitless 
road to go down. A career is too fragile, too easily pushed in the wrong directly by a blister, a hanging 
curveball, or a bad matchup. Plus he has been where Darvish is right now. Even the greatest players 
know that dark place of not living up to something including yourself. He looks ahead, even if he longs 
for more information in a different past. 
 
He will still compete to the death, as he always has done. The crossfire delivery where he looks like he 
will step on the third base line before he releases the ball. The blind spot he creates from hiding the ball 
a split second before he creates unusual tilt and movement to the baseball’s trajectory. His unorthodox 
delivery that first caused him to be wild became his weapon. He just needed to master it and be in the 
right place at the right time. 
 
The Cubs will miss facing him this series, but in the meantime he will get a king’s welcome in his return 
to Wrigley. The best of time frozen for a moment. He will then know his work was appreciated in a way 
that transcended a simple loyalty to the team. 
 
It is personal, and in this case, that is a good thing. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Jake Arrieta receives warm embrace in return to Wrigley Field  
By Paul Sullivan 
 
These homecomings tend to follow the same basic script. 



 
 
The returning hero meets with the media in the visitors dugout and talks about how much he hated to 
leave. His former teammates make a beeline to their old friend during batting practice and exchange 
hugs. And the marketing department creates a highlight film of his classic moments and shows it on the 
video board during the game. 
 
A standing ovation, a tip of the cap to show his appreciation and closure at last. 
 
So nothing was at all was unusual about Jake Arrieta’s homecoming. 
 
All that happened Tuesday night at Wrigley Field, and all of it was heartfelt. Another lost hero from the 
2016 champs was back in the house, taking a well-deserved bow for delivering a gift Cubs fans had 
waited a lifetime to receive. 
 
It was the same old Arrieta who left us in October, cocky, headstrong and opinionated. You can take 
Jake out of Chicago, but you can’t take the Chicago out of Jake. 
 
Arrieta loved it here, and with the day off in Chicago on Monday, he and his family got a chance to visit 
some of his old haunts, feeling the love from Cubs fans wherever he went. 
 
“It kind of felt like it did when I played here,” he said Tuesday before the Cubs 6-1 loss to the Phillies. 
“Fans were just really appreciative of what we were able to create over the years I played here, from the 
end of ’13 to last season. Just really special, and it was a really special time to be a Cub, and it still is for 
the guys who are part of this organization still.” 
 
Whether Arrieta should have remained part of the organization is an argument with no easy answers. 
Arrieta said he and his wife, Brittany, were “confident” it was over at the end of the 2018 season, even 
as they both wanted to return. He said neither side was “upset or bitter” over the parting, calling it 
“business.” 
 
The Cubs made a last-ditch, take-it-or-leave-it attempt to sign Arrieta before inking Yu Darvish in 
February, offering $120 million over six years. He turned it down. Stubborn to the last drop. 
 
Arrieta eventually signed a three-year, $75 million deal with the Phillies that’s closer in guaranteed 
money to Tyler Chatwood’s $38 million than it is to Darvish’s $126 million. Only two years earlier, Jeff 
Samardzija posted a 4.96 ERA with the White Sox but still got a five-year, $90 million deal with the 
Giants. 
 
Arrieta figured he would get that, and much more. When the Nationals gave Stephen Strasburg a seven-
year, $175 million extension in May 2016, he was asked about having a comparable market. 
 
"I'll let you judge that," he replied. "Just look at the numbers." 
 
Arrieta was off by $100 million. Timing is everything, and Arrieta wound up hitting free agency at the 
wrong time. 
 
“It was a very chaotic offseason for free agents,” he said. “Not only myself, but for everybody involved. 
When Theo did call it seemed like it could have been a possibility. But the way it all went down I was 
leaning more and more to the side of probably not returning to Chicago. That’s just the way it worked 
out. Would it have been great if I signed here? Yes. Am I happy with the way things worked out, 
ultimately signing with the Phillies? Absolutely. 



 
 
“Sometimes things change in this game.” 
 
Do the Cubs miss Arrieta? 
 
Yes, but perhaps not as much as the fans and media. They still led the league in pitching Tuesday despite 
poor starts from free-agents Darvish and Chatwood. The comparisons between Arrieta and Darvish were 
inevitable, though manager Joe Maddon said it’s early. 
 
“Give it time,” he said. “Hopefully (Arrieta and Darvish) are both going to have the same numbers after 
the next three or four years. I’m a big Jake fan, but yes, it’s way too early to jump to conclusions.” 
 
Arrieta is probably better off in Philadelphia, where he can be himself and prove the Cubs wrong for 
letting him get away. He already has taken on a leadership role, and his rant in San Francisco on Sunday 
went viral. Arrieta basically challenged his teammates to be better, and ripped the defensive shifts the 
coaching staff used. 
 
That’s why the Chicago media loved Arrieta. He never pulled his punches. 
 
“It’s just about accountability,” he said. “Everybody here is trying to get better, regardless of what that 
is, whether it’s shifting, whether it’s being good on defense, executing better pitches, not making as 
many mistakes. They know that, and they know I’m behind each and every one of these guys 100 
percent. I’d do anything for these guys, and they know it’s coming from a good place. It’s not coming 
from a hostile position or somewhere to where it’s disrespectful. Sometimes things need to be said, to 
make a statement.” 
 
Life goes on, and hopefully Arrieta will go on to big things. 
 
Either way, his legacy here is secure, just like Dexter Fowler’s and David Ross’ and the rest of the 
departed members of the 2016 champs. 
 
Nothing can take that away. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon bemoans lack of production in Cubs' 6-1 loss to Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Late Cubs outfielder and scout Loyd Christopher, one of manager Joe Maddon’s mentors, was fond of 
telling groups of high school players four decades ago that statistics don’t mean a thing when evaluating 
players. 
 
So in the case of the Cubs, a recent four-game winning streak with the distinction of being ranked in the 
top five in ERA, batting average, on-base percentage and slugging percentage goes only so far. 
 
Maddon’s belief that there’s room for growth in his club’s run production, was evident Tuesday night in 
a 6-1 loss to the Phillies before a chilled, wind-swept crowd of 40,553 at Wrigley Field. 
 
After Tuesday’s 0-for-6 effort, the Cubs are batting .235 with runners in scoring position and .200 with 
runners in scoring position with two outs. 



 
 
“We had chances to score, but we somehow have to become a little more consistent there,” Maddon 
said. “I really believe that we shall. As we continue to move this forward, the guys will get better with 
that. We’ve done better than that in the past to a certain extent. But that is the one part of our 
offensive scheme that is lacking. And it’s just going to require a more simple approach, staying in the 
middle (of the field), those sort of things. 
 
“It’s stuff we talk about all the time. But I don’t want to pound on it too hard because I know our guys 
are good. If we just have a couple of games where it becomes more consistent, I think we can take off.” 
 
Maddon described the lack of maximizing rallies despite the impressive numbers as “empty calories.” 
 
Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward combined for consecutive two-out singles in the third inning, but Kris 
Bryant stuck out. And in the fourth, a Kyle Schwarber double advanced Anthony Rizzo to third with one 
out, but Javier Baez struck out and Albert Almora Jr. grounded back to Eflin on a first-pitch curve to end 
the threat. 
 
And then there’s the common thread. 
 
“We’re still young,” Maddon said. “I don’t care what anyone says.” 
 
The inexperience surfaced on the basepaths in the second when Willson Contreras tried to advance 
from second on a Baez fly to center, only to be nailed at third easily for the final out of the second with 
Almora on deck. 
 
Hendricks (4-5) was charged with five runs for the first time since May 29, 2017, when he allowed a 
grand slam to Hunter Renfroe in the fourth inning of a 5-2 loss at San Diego. 
 
Hendricks tied his season high with three walks, and they all haunted him. A free pass to Aaron Altherr 
preceded a Nick Williams home run in the second, and the second of two walks in the third forced in the 
first of three runs. 
 
Hendricks accepted responsibility, as he has allowed 12 home runs in 72 2/3 innings. 
 
“My fastball command wasn’t great,” Hendricks said. “In the second and third (innings), I wasn’t 
repeating my mechanics. “I just have to get to work this week. 
 
Hendricks was disturbed his homer to Williams occurred on a 3-1 pitch. 
 
“I’m falling behind too many hitters,” he said. “There were three terrible walks, and then I’m giving in 
somewhat, not wanting to give a walk. I’m just getting hurt in bad counts. I have be more focused.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kyle Hendricks and Javier Baez give Cubs scare in loss to Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kyle Hendricks gave the Cubs a scare in the third inning Tuesday night when he sailed a pitch that set off 
an alarm for a potential arm injury. 
 



 
Fortunately for the Cubs, the errant pitch was merely the result of a mix-up between Hendricks and 
catcher Willson Contreras. And the Cubs held their collective breaths in the top of the ninth when 
shortstop Javier Baez crashed into the front row down the left-field line after catching a foul pop by 
Odubel Herrera in the ninth. 
 
Baez returned to his position wet but uninjured. 
 
“I didn’t really hurt anything,” Baez said. “Just beer all over me. I was just trying to get up, and fans were 
trying to help me up, but it was all good.” 
 
Baez nearly was forced to make a similar play on a pop by Cesar Hernandez to start the game. 
 
“After I caught that, K.B. (third baseman Kris Bryant) told me it was his ball,” Baez said. “(After watching 
the second catch), the ball really went farther and after I caught it, I told him, ‘It was still your ball.’ “ 
 
As for the third-inning mixup, Hendricks said he has crossed up Contreras a few times. 
 
“I became set,” Hendricks said in preparation to make an inside pitch. “As soon as I lifted my leg, 
(Contreras) was moving out, and I almost didn’t throw it. And then (I thought), ‘Oh, I’ve got to throw it,’ 
and went with that. But nothing hurt. Just a mixup.” 
 
The errant throw caused manager Joe Maddon and a trainer to check on Hendricks’ condition, but 
Hendricks assured them he was fine after chuckling. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: David Ross offers Cubs pitcher Yu Darvish wise words: Chicago will have your back  
By David Haugh 
 
Speaking as a beloved former Cubs backup catcher more than the team’s special assistant to baseball 
operations, David Ross wants Yu Darvish to realize something about Chicago in case anything has been 
lost in translation. 
 
Love is in the air at Wrigley Field, whether the wind blows in or out. 
 
“This blue-collar town will have your back if you go out and give it your all,” Ross said Tuesday. “If I was 
his teammate, I would tell him this is the greatest city you’ll ever play for and the greatest organization, 
whether you’re a star like Anthony Rizzo and Kris Bryant or the backup catcher like David Ross. If you go 
out there and give your all, this place will fall in love with you.” 
 
Darvish has his doubts, based on what teammate Chris Gimenez told the Sun-Times last week about 
Cubs fans hating the pitcher after an underwhelming start exacerbated by two stints on the disabled list. 
Ross came to town for the amateur draft and taped a Modelo beer commercial in the West Loop, where 
he let the baseball wisdom flow. Not surprisingly, “Grandpa Rossy” urged more empathy than enmity 
when it came to Darvish. 
 
“If I’m his teammate, I’m focusing on the big picture,” said Ross, also a part-time ESPN analyst. “What 
are we working on? Right now, he needs to simplify, not trying to find five pitches that work but let’s 
simplify and get to what you feel most confident in to throw strikes. What’s your bread and butter and 



 
let’s build on that. Once he gets a little self-confident and gets on a roll, we’ll see the Darvish everybody 
expected to see.” 
 
Why have the Cubs instead seen this version instead? 
 
“It’s just lack of a feel so far,” Ross said. “Not being his teammate, I don’t know whether that’s mental or 
physical. When you find that rhythm on a team with success, that’s when you hit your stride. That has a 
lot to do with self-confidence in the environment.” 
 
Back in the comfortable environment of teammates, Darvish threw Tuesday for the first time since an 
MRI one week earlier showed no structural damage related to his triceps tendinitis. Manager Joe 
Maddon correctly called it too early to compare Darvish to Jake Arrieta, who made a gracious return to 
Wrigley four months after Cubs President Theo Epstein bypassed him in free-agency. But even Ross 
agreed the right-hander who signed the six-year, $126 million contract must start performing like a 
money pitcher for the Cubs to meet expectations. 
 
“We need Yu Darvish to be the guy they expected him to be,” Ross said. 
 
Arrieta didn’t have to return to Clark and Addison for Ross and everybody else to remember what 
impact a dominant pitcher can make on a pennant race, but it helped. On Monday, Ross exchanged 
texts with his old Cubs teammate — Ross told Arrieta he was glad he wasn’t pitching against the Cubs — 
and made plans to share dinner this week. The role the Phillies want Arrieta to play reminds Ross of the 
purpose he served on the Red Sox and the Cubs before retiring to experience even more popularity 
thanks to “Dancing With The Stars.” 
 
“It’s knowing what winning looks like and sharing that, which is why he used some choice words the 
other day,” Ross said, alluding to Arrieta’s postgame rant Sunday criticizing the Phillies’ shifts. “He’s 
trying to take them to a new place, saying, ‘Hey, we’ve got to do better.’ That’s the same kind of 
responsibility I put on myself when I came here, to infect people with what is winning. However you 
deliver that, and he’s got that responsibility and is taking it on.” 
 
Diplomacy be damned. 
 
“Accountability is a lost art in our society in general and lacking in areas of the game in baseball,” Ross 
said. 
 
Often referenced by Maddon as an example of a teammate applying tough love, Ross acknowledged the 
sensitivity required in the clubhouse helping a player deal with trade speculation the way Cubs 
shortstop Addison Russell recently has in the wake of Manny Machado rumors. The baseball executive-
in-training Ross sees the value in exploring every trade option. The ex-player who led the league in 
intangibles hates seeing his buddy twist in the wind. 
 
“If I’m a GM and I’m not trying to make my team better in every way, no matter who it is, then I’m not 
doing my job,” Ross said. “Now, am I in love with Addison Russell? I am because he’s like a brother to 
me and to talk about trading a guy I feel like is family hurts me. But that’s not Theo’s job. I work for the 
Cubs and I see that side. We’re always trying to get better, but I also look at it like a teammate. I can see 
both sides.” 
 
Just as Ross sees both perspectives when Cubs fans second-guess Maddon, who often scoffs at the 
scrutiny. Ross admitted being one of the many folks who wondered why Maddon let pitcher Luke Farrell 



 
bat in the 13th inning Saturday against the Mets when Javier Baez was available to pinch-hit. It wasn’t 
the first time Ross has questioned the manager — whose odd move worked. 
 
“I can say now that I’m out of the clubhouse that I’ve been on the bench and thought, ‘What is Joe 
doing?’ ” Ross said. “But 90 percent of the things I question, they work out. I always compared Joe to 
(former Braves manager) Bobby Cox, which seems like the total opposite end. But people don’t know 
Joe is old-school baseball like Bobby but just has a different way of looking at it that makes him unique. 
Just because it’s not conventional doesn’t mean it’s wrong. Joe is just an authentic guy.” 
 
Takes one to know one. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs continue to stock up on outfielders in draft  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs continued to corner the market on outfielders Tuesday by selecting Duke junior Jimmy Herron 
in the third round of the MLB draft. 
 
Herron went 2-for-5 with an RBI Monday night in helping Duke beat Georgia 8-5 to advance to the NCAA 
super regionals. 
 
Herron batted .298 with 18 doubles, two triples and five home runs this season. Herron drew 41 walks 
and struck out only 26 times in 238 at-bats and had a .416 on-base percentage. 
 
Herron turned down an offer from the Yankees as a 31st-round pick in the 2017 draft to play in the Cape 
Cod League, where he batted .338 for Orleans. 
 
The Cubs took outfielders Brennen Davis of Basha High School in Chandler, Ariz., and Cole Roederer of 
Hart High School in Newhall, Calif., with their second and third picks on Monday’s first day of the draft. 
 
Davis told the Arizona Republic he will meet with a Cubs representative Tuesday and likely will forgo his 
commitment to Miami to sign with the Cubs. The assigned value for the 62nd overall pick is $1.0609 
million. 
 
The Cubs selected junior closer Ethan Roberts of Tennessee Tech with their fourth-round pick. The 5-
foot-11, 170-pounder earned 14 saves to go with a 2.41 ERA and 96 strikeouts in 71 innings. 
 
Roberts, however, made his first start of the season on Monday, throwing 107 pitches and limiting 
Mississippi to six hits over 7 2/3 innings to lead Tech to a 15-5 victory in an elimination game of an NCAA 
regional. Tennessee Tech went on to win the regional and will travel to Texas to meet the Longhorns in a 
super regional this weekend. 
 
Andy Weber, a left-handed hitting second baseman from Virginia, was selected in the fifth round. Kohl 
Franklin, a pitcher from Broken Arrow High School in Oklahoma, went in the sixth round. 
 
The Cubs selected four position players and four pitchers in rounds 3-10. The draft concludes on 
Wednesday. 
 
-- 



 
 
Chicago Tribune 
John Mallee proud of Cubs tenure as hitting coach, happy to be with Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
John Mallee didn’t agree with Cubs President Theo Epstein’s decision to drop him to change batting 
coaches after the 2017 season. 
 
“Do I accept it?” Mallee replied. “Absolutely, and I can’t be upset with him because it’s just his opinion, 
and he’s very smart man and very successful.” 
 
When asked if his friendship with manager Joe Maddon was OK, Mallee’s initial pause resembled 
disbelief over a called third strike. 
 
“Joe?” Mallee replied. “Yeah, Joe’s good.” 
 
Mallee, whom the Phillies hired quickly in a similar capacity, relishes his three seasons with the Cubs, 
and he clarified his stance on launch angles. Maddon has frowned upon stressing launch angles openly 
and is placing a greater emphasis on situational hitting that led to the Cubs hiring of Chili Davis as their 
hitting coach. 
 
“If you’re trying not to hit a line drive, then you’re in the wrong business,” said Mallee who is working 
with his third set of young hitters after stops with the Cubs and Astros, who have won successive World 
Series titles. 
 
“When we talk about launch angle, you’re trying to hit a low line drive to the middle of the field. That’s a 
launch angle. It’s not a negative launch angle. It’s a positive launch angle. You’re not talking about 
hitting fly balls. Fly balls are the result of having a good swing and just undercutting the ball by a little bit 
more. We’re trying to hit the ball hard, and hit the ball hard through the middle of the field, and that 
allows you to use the whole field. “ 
 
Mallee expressed his pleasure at the recent breakouts of former pupils Javier Baez and Jason Heyward. 
 
“I was very proud to be a Cub, and now I’m very proud to be a Phillie,” Mallee said. 
 
Injury updates: Yu Darvish (right shoulder inflammation) played catch and lifted weights under medical 
supervision Tuesday, and he might resume throwing off a mound by the end of this week. … Shortstop 
Addison Russell underwent an MRI on his left middle finger to determine the extent of his sprain. … 
Reliever Carl Edwards Jr. (right shoulder inflammation) is pain-free and is continuing his rehabilitation. 
 
Drafting: The Cubs drafted Duke outfielder Jimmy Herron in the third round Tuesday, the third outfielder 
they selected in their first four picks. They took high school outfielders Brennen Davis and Cole Roederer 
with their second and third picks Monday. 
 
In the fourth round, the Cubs picked Tennessee Tech closer Ethan Roberts, a 5-foot-11, 170-pounder 
who struck out 96 in 71 innings. He earned 14 saves to go with a 2.41 ERA. On Monday, he made his first 
start of the season, throwing 107 pitches and limiting Mississippi to six hits over 7 2/3 innings in a 15-5 
victory in an elimination game of an NCAA regional. 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Jake Arrieta’s Wrigley return upstages Cubs’ loss to Phillies  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
On a night one high-performance starter struggled and one struggling young starter excelled, the bigger 
spectacle at Wrigley Field was all about two starters who won’t throw a pitch this week in Chicago. 
 
Jake and the mistake? OK, that’s probably unfair. 
 
“Yeah,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon agreed. “Just give it some time.” 
 
But make no mistake about this: The Phillies’ 6-1 victory Tuesday against the Cubs in the opener of a 
three-game series was mere background noise for the celebrated return of Jake Arrieta, who received a 
standing ovation early in the game after a rousing video-board tribute to his historic Cubs run. 
 
That came a few hours after Yu Darvish — the big-money free agent the Cubs essentially chose over 
Arrieta — played catch from 90 feet as he continued a deliberate, cautious throwing program to return 
from his second disabled-list stretch in three weeks. 
 
The Cubs have set no timetable for a possible return from the triceps inflammation. Darvish hasn’t 
pitched in more than two weeks, suggesting a minor-league rehab assignment of at least a start or two 
will be required before he returns to the rotation. 
 
“There’s no finish line. I’m hoping that it’s not too long,” Maddon said. “But I think during the course of 
this week, we’ll have a better idea of what we think the finish line [might be].” 
 
Meanwhile, fan-favorite Arrieta — the 2015 Cy Young winner and 2016 World Series hero — is off to a 
5-3 start with a 2.66 ERA for the upstart Phillies, drawing obvious favorable comparisons to the four-
time All-Star the Cubs signed to a six-year, $126 million deal instead. 
 
But for all of Darvish’s early adversity with his new team, including fifth-inning woes and a DL stay for 
the flu, Maddon stressed, again, the fairness of having patience before burying Darvish in Arrieta’s 
scoreboard highlights. 
 
“I could not be happier for Jake,” Maddon said. “He’s in a good place right now. He’s doing extremely 
well. 
 
“But people have a tendency to jump to conclusions in this game, and in life in general. Just give it time. 
Hopefully, they’re both going to have the same kind of numbers after the next three or four years. I’m a 
big Jake fan, but, yes, it’s way too early to jump to conclusions.” 
 
Meanwhile, on this night, Kyle Hendricks struggled for the Cubs, giving up five early runs and making it 
through just five innings. Phillies starter Zach Eflin (2-2) pitched into the eighth inning — the first time in 
a month he has pitched more than 4 2/3 innings — before allowing a run. 
 
MRI for Russell 
 
Cubs shortstop Addison Russell, who left Sunday’s game after suffering a sprained thumb on a fifth-
inning swing, had an MRI late Tuesday afternoon after the soreness persisted longer than hoped. 
 



 
Results were expected Wednesday. Russell said after Sunday’s game he thought he might miss only one 
or two games. 
 
Edwards improving 
 
Right-hander Carl Edwards Jr., the setup ace who has been on the DL the last week because of shoulder 
inflammation, is pain-free, the team said, as he continues a strengthening program for the shoulder. 
 
The team is taking a cautious approach with the hard-throwing Edwards and is not ready to announce a 
timetable for him to start playing catch again. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Jake Arrieta returns to Wrigley, pays tribute to former Cubs teammates, fans  
By Steve Greenberg 
 
They say you don’t know what you have until it’s gone. Yet the Cubs knew what they had in Jake Arrieta 
— they had to, as anyone with two eyes and a brain did — and chose to sail into the wide blue yonder 
without him. 
 
Without the most instrumental player in their spectacular rise to World Series glory. Without the most 
important starting pitcher in the history of the franchise. 
 
Those are distinctions worth mentioning from time to time, aren’t they? Especially when the 
Bunyanesque right-hander just so happens to have five times the victories and about half the ERA of the 
man who essentially replaced him, Yu Darvish. 
 
Making his return to Wrigley Field Tuesday with his new team, Arrieta sat in the visitors’ dugout, a red-
and-white No. 49 on his chest and black Kith shades on his unforgettable face, and spoke of good times 
old and new. 
“Would it have been great if I signed here? Yes,” he said. “Am I happy with the way things worked out 
ultimately, signing [for three years and $75 million] with the Phillies? Absolutely.” 
 
Arrieta, 32, reminisced about his greatest achievements — the Cy Young season, the no-hitters, the 
dazzling postseason victories — over his four and a half years with the Cubs. He talked about missing his 
“brothers” in blue and noted again how special Cubs fans are to him. 
 
“To have 40,000-plus here each and every night, bitter cold or humid heat, it meant a lot to us and it 
meant a lot to me and my family,” he said. 
 
He even had kind words for Darvish, calling him a “tremendous pitcher” who has been “put in a difficult 
situation.” 
 
If Arrieta has hard feelings for the Cubs, who made only a half-hearted — at best — effort to re-sign him, 
it’s awfully hard to tell. Then again, when did Arrieta ever give himself away? Always cool. Always 
confident. Always ready to take the ball for a big game. 
 
And always a fan of Chicago, and it of him. A return to the city was filled with fun for Arrieta and his 
family even before the start of this three-game series. They strolled through Millennium Park, dined at 



 
Cindy’s Rooftop and Maple & Ash, spent time with friends. Needless to say, he was recognized 
everywhere. 
 
“It kind of felt like it did when I played here,” he said. 
 
A tribute to Arrieta played on the video board above left field after the first inning. It showed him with a 
2013 mullet, a reminder that the hair on his head once stood out more than the beard on his face. It 
showed him doing push-ups in the outfield grass, taking an on-field Gatorade bath, taking a clubhouse 
champagne bath, riding in a championship parade, brandishing the World Series trophy. 
 
After it ended — “Thank you, Jake Arrieta” on the screen — he stood outside the dugout and waved his 
cap to every corner of the ballpark, the crowd standing and cheering until the pitcher disappeared down 
the steps and resumed his post-Cubs existence. 
 
Alas, Arrieta won’t be taking his 5-3 record and 2.66 ERA to the mound in this series. What a shame, 
right? Such a spectacle that would be. 
 
“I can’t believe you’re ducking the Cubbies,” Anthony Rizzo chided him in a text message. 
 
To which Arrieta replied: “I’m just trying to help you guys catch Milwaukee.” 
 
Could he have delivered a more perfect comeback? Call it Arrieta’s latest victory. There will be many 
more. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Northwestern game at Wrigley Field will play both directions  
By Madeline Kenney 
 
The last time Northwestern played a football game at Wrigley Field on Nov. 20, 2010, the setup was 
farcical. Because of the tight configuration to fit a football field within the baseball field, Illinois and NU 
were forced to play toward one end zone. 
 
That holiday season, Wildcats athletic director Jim Phillips’ stocking was filled with tape measures — 
playful jabs from family and friends who were having a little fun at his expense. 
 
“I knew we couldn’t come back until we had the field worked out,” Phillips said. 
 
A decade later, coach Pat Fitzgerald’s Wildcats are scheduled to return to the Friendly Confines, and this 
time, Cubs president of business operations Crane Kenney promises the teams will be able to play 
toward both end zones. 
 
With winds that made it feel like football weather Tuesday, Cubs and NU officials announced that the 
Wildcats will return to Wrigley Field and host Wisconsin on Nov. 7, 2020. 
 
By selecting Wisconsin as its opponent, NU eliminated the possibility of a rematch at Wrigley with 
Illinois, which beat the Wildcats 48-27 in the 2010 game. 
 
Kenney explained how Wrigley’s renovations allow for a full football field. 
 



 
The top of the Cubs’ dugout can be removed, and a platform can be placed over it. Also, the first four 
rows on the west side of the stadium are on a temporary platform and can be removed. 
 
NU fans most likely can look forward to more games at Wrigley as the relationship between the Wildcats 
and Cubs looks bright. 
 
Phillips and Kenney call each other good friends and said their original partnership was made off a 
“handshake and a thank-you.” 
 
Phillips and Kenney expect to have conversations in the future about making NU football games regular 
events at Wrigley Field. 
 
“We had some intentions of some regularly [in 2010],” Phillips said. “I don’t know if it’s every year, 
truthfully.” 
 
“We haven’t talked about long-term,” Kenney said. “But let’s assume November 2020 goes well, we’ll 
probably do something after that.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Hendricks struggles in Chicago Cubs' loss to Phillies  
By Bruce Miles 
 
The Chicago Cubs and pitcher Kyle Hendricks found little to like about Tuesday night's 6-1 loss to the 
Philadelphia Phillies at Wrigley Field. 
 
"It was a little bit tortuous at times," said manager Joe Maddon, whose team fell to 33-24. "Obviously 
Kyle was not on top of his game, missing the plate, the home run early. But we still had plenty of time to 
get back into it. We worked some good at-bats again. We got guys out there. We just could not get the 
hit to get back into the game." 
 
Hendricks allowed 5 hits and 5 runs in 5 innings. After Hendricks worked a quick 1-2-3 first inning, he 
gave up a 2-run homer to Nick Williams in the second. The Phillies scored 3 runs in the third as Hendricks 
gave up 3 hits and walked two. 
 
The Cubs did little with Phillies starter Zach Eflin, who worked 7⅔ innings. The Cubs got on the board in 
the eighth. Kris Bryant singled with two outs and scored on Anthony Rizzo's double to right-center. 
 
"Just inconsistent," said Hendricks, who fell to 4-5. "I wasn't repeating my mechanics. So I've just got to 
get back to work this week, just really dial everything in. It starts with fastball command. It wasn't 
great." 
 
Mallee take his hacks: 
Former Cubs hitting coach John Mallee now has the same job with the Phillies. He was fired last fall in a 
coaching purge after Joe Maddon said the coaching staff would be welcome back. 
 
"Obviously you all know how it all went down," Mallee said. "I'm not upset with anybody. Theo's (team 
president Epstein's) job is to do what's best for the brand. He and I got along great. He felt they needed 
to take the offense to another level, and somebody else (Chili Davis) was better equipped to do that 
than me. 



 
 
"Do I agree with it? No. Do I accept it? Absolutely. I can't be upset with him because that's just his 
opinion." 
 
Asked about Maddon, Mallee was less expansive and less effusive. 
 
"Yeah, Joe, Joe's cool with me," he said. "I like him. Joe, you know, yeah, he's good. Joe's good." 
 
Maddon has taken his shots at the emphasis on launch angle, something Mallee espoused with the 
Cubs. 
 
"If you're trying not to hit line drives, you're in the wrong business," Mallee said. "You're talking about 
launch angles. We're trying to hit a low line drive to the middle of the field. That's a launch angle. 
 
"It's not a negative launch angle. It's a positive launch angle. We're not talking about hitting flyballs. 
Flyballs are the result of having a good swing and just undercutting the center of the ball by a little bit 
more. 
 
"We're trying to hit the ball hard through the middle of the field. That allows you to use the whole field. 
So we weren't sitting here and just trying to hit 35-degree launch angles." 
 
MRI for Russell: 
Shortstop Addison Russell went for an MRI on his left middle finger. He sprained the finger Sunday in 
New York while swinging the bat. 
 
"It was pretty sore the other day in the dugout," said Joe Maddon. "It blew up a little bit. Obviously we 
got him out really fast." 
 
The draft continues: 
The Cubs Tuesday selected eight players in Rounds 3-10 of the amateur draft, including four position 
players and four pitchers. The draft concludes Wednesday. 
 
With their first three picks of the day, the Cubs selected center fielder Jimmy Herron out of Duke 
University (third round), right-handed pitcher Ethan Roberts out of Tennessee Tech (fourth round) and 
second baseman Andy Weber out of the University of Virginia (fifth round). 
 
The Cubs' first-round pick Monday was shortstop Nico Hoerner out of Stanford. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Arrieta returns to Wrigley Field, in a good place  
By Bruce Miles 
 
Neither Jake Arrieta nor Yu Darvish will pitch in this week's series between the Chicago Cubs and the 
Philadelphia Phillies at Wrigley Field. 
 
Arrieta, the former Cubs ace was making a "homecoming" of sorts after he signed with the Phillies late 
in the off-season. It just so happens that the schedule had him pitching this past Sunday at San 
Francisco. 
 



 
As for Darvish, he remains on the disabled list for the second time this year as he battles triceps 
tendinitis. 
 
Naturally, many Cubs fans and those in the Chicago media want to draw comparisons. Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said, in so many words, give it time and that juxtapositions are unfair. 
 
"Yeah, just give it some time," he said Tuesday. "Right now I'm really happy for Jake. I cannot be happier 
for Jake. He hit a home run the other day in San Francisco. Beyond that, we would not have done what 
we did over the last few years without him. He's in a good place right now. He's doing extremely well. 
 
"People have a tendency to jump to conclusions in this game, and in life in general. Just give it time. 
Hopefully they're going to have the same kind of numbers after the next three or four years. I'm a big 
Jake fan. But, yes, it's way too early to jump to conclusions." 
 
With his new team, Arrieta is 5-3 with a 2.66 ERA. Darvish is 1-3 with a 4.95 ERA. 
 
Arrieta was surrounded by Chicago media members in the visiting dugout Tuesday afternoon. A Cub 
from the middle of 2013 through the end of last season, he compiled a record of 68-31 with an ERA of 
2.73. Included were two no-hitters. 
 
Arrieta also pitched the Cubs to victory in the 2015 wild-card game and went 2-0 in the 2016 World 
Series to help the Cubs quench a 108-year drought. 
 
The Cubs saluted Arrieta with a video tribute at the start of the second inning, and the fans gave him a 
warm ovation. 
 
"I talked about it throughout my career as a Cub, just how special this place really is," he said. "I guess 
you can't understand it completely until you play here, until you come to this ballpark every day and you 
see the passion from the fans. All around the organization everyone was geared to win. That was the 
ultimate goal. 
 
"To have achieved that goal and looking back on how much hard work it took from everybody involved, 
just exceptional what we were able to create." 
 
Arrieta said he bears no hard feelings toward the Cubs. He hugged Maddon and several teammates 
during batting practice. There wasn't much in the way of negotiation between Arrieta and the Cubs until 
late in the off-season, and then the Cubs signed Darvish on the eve of spring training. 
 
"I knew that there was an opportunity to come back here until that contract was signed with another 
team," he said. "It was a very chaotic off-season for free agents, not only for myself but for everybody 
involved. When Theo (Cubs team president Epstein) did call, it seemed like it could be a possibility. 
 
"The way it all went down, I was leaning more and more to the side of probably not returning to 
Chicago. That's just the way it worked out. 
 
"Would it have been great if I signed here? Yes. Am I happy with the way things worked out ultimately, 
signing with the Phillies? Absolutely." 
 
The Cubs do have Arrieta to thank for helping to change the course of the franchise's history. 
 



 
After he went 22-6 during the 2015 season, he tossed a complete-game shutout over the Pirates in the 
wild-card game at Pittsburgh. If the Cubs don't win that game, they don't get a chance to play the St. 
Louis Cardinals and beat them in the division series and move on to play the New York Mets in the 
championship series. 
 
The loss in the NLCS fueled the hunger that led to the 2016 world championship. 
 
"There was a lot riding on that game," Arrieta said of the wild-card victory. "The confidence level that I 
had at that point in time and to be in a position to win a game for my team of that magnitude was really 
special. I knew that was an opportunity for me to capitalize on a moment in this ballclub's history, and I 
wanted to make sure I did that. 
 
"An incredible victory for us as a team and as an organization. And a big one for history." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
We’re talking about launch angle? Ex-Cubs hitting coach John Mallee defends his record: ‘I’m a World 
Series champ’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
John Mallee was working a White Sox youth baseball camp in the mid-1990s and supposed to warm up 
the crowd and introduce major-league coach Ron Jackson. Except Mallee kept talking to the point where 
Jackson saw something in the young guy who gave private hitting lessons to local kids. 
 
“Papa Jack said, ‘Hey, you’re really good at this,’” Mallee recalled. “I said, ‘Coach, who would hire me?’ I 
hit .220 in the minor leagues. I had an earring and I was the last person to get rid of a mullet and tight-
rolled jeans. Who would hire me?” 
 
Now dressed in a red Philadelphia Phillies hooded sweatshirt for a brisk June night at Wrigley Field, 
Mallee stopped for a moment on Tuesday before walking up to the batting cage and the spectacular 
view directly behind home plate. 
 
“And look at me now, I’m a World Series champ,” Mallee said before the Phillies celebrated Jake Arrieta 
Day with a 6-1 victory over the Cubs. “Crazy.” 
 
Mallee braced for the whirlwind of emotions as he drove to work from his offseason home in Northwest 
Indiana. As the son of a Chicago cop and a Mount Carmel High School graduate, Mallee worked his ass 
off to get a dream job as Cubs hitting coach, starting out as a Class-A instructor for the Milwaukee 
Brewers in places like Beloit, Wisconsin, and Stockton, California, before climbing the ladder as a 
coordinator with the Florida Marlins. 
 
Team president Theo Epstein and his baseball operations staff immediately targeted Mallee to replace 
Bill Mueller after a fifth straight fifth-place finish in 2014. As the Houston Astros hitting coach, Mallee 
had exposure to perhaps the most data-driven organization in professional sports, working with Jose 
Altuve, George Springer and what would become a World Series core. 
 
The Cubs hired Mallee two weeks before manager Joe Maddon used an escape clause in his contract 
with the Tampa Bay Rays. Fast forward through almost 300 regular-season wins and three straight trips 
to the NLCS and Mallee got Rick Renteria’d when the Boston Red Sox fired manager John Farrell and 
hitting coach Chili Davis became a free agent. 



 
 
“Well, I had butterflies driving up, like I did every day when I came here as a coach,” Mallee said. “I 
would get nervous before every Cub game for three years. I just wanted to do my best for the team and 
make sure they’re prepared. My job was to prep them and I wanted to make sure I gave them 
everything they needed. Pulling up here today, I had my son in the car, which helps. 
 
“Obviously, we know how it all went down. I’m not upset with anybody. Theo’s job is to do what’s best 
for the brand. I think one of the reasons he’s one of the best leaders in the world is because if he thinks 
it’s best for the organization, he [puts] personal feelings aside. 
 
“He and I got along great. He felt that they needed to take the offense to another level and that there 
was somebody else that was better equipped to do that than me. 
 
“Do I agree with it? No. Do I accept it? Absolutely. I can’t be upset with him because that’s just his 
opinion and he’s a very smart man and very successful. He’s still a friend of mine and the Cubs will 
always be something special to me. I was a part of history and I had something to do with it.” 
 
Are you OK with Joe? 
 
“Joe…?” Mallee said. 
 
Maddon. 
 
“Yeah,” Mallee said. “Joe’s cool, man. I like Joe. Joe’s good.” 
 
Those were really the only awkward pauses during a five-minute conversation with a small group of 
reporters by the visiting dugout. Maddon, who is usually a straight shooter with the media, gave his 
entire coaching staff a vote of confidence before an elimination game against the Los Angeles Dodgers 
last October and raved about the group’s “synergy” and “cross-pollination.” By the end of the week, the 
Cubs had fired pitching coach Chris Bosio. By the end of the month, the Cubs had hired Davis, swapped 
out third base coach Gary Jones for Brian Butterfield and reached an agreement with Jim Hickey, 
Maddon’s old Tampa Bay pitching coach. 
 
Mallee has also noticed Maddon’s recent riffs on exit velocity and launch angle during his daily press 
briefings, which are definitely entertaining but sometimes sound like subtle criticisms of the old hitting 
coach. 
 
“If you’re trying not to hit a line drive, then you’re in the wrong business,” Mallee said. “We’re talking 
about launch angle. We’re just trying to hit a low line drive through the middle of the field. That’s a 
launch angle. That’s not a negative launch angle. That’s a positive launch angle. 
 
“We’re trying to hit the ball hard — and hit the ball hard through the middle of the field — and then that 
allows you to use the whole field. We weren’t sitting here just trying to hit 35-degree launch angles. 
 
“When the kids are aware of it now, you have to show them what all that truly means. The 7-to-15-
degree launch angle equates to a 75-percent hit. Well, that’s what we’re trying to do. We’re trying to get 
a hit 75 percent of the time. And if you miss under it, cool. If you miss over it a little bit, cool, you’re still 
hitting the ball hard in the middle of the field. 
 
“That’s the philosophy. It’s not really talking about launch angles as much as hitting line drives, utilizing 
the whole field.” 



 
 
Where the tension around Bosio had been building — he needed that edge and sense of conviction to 
pitch 11 years in the big leagues and already worked for three different Cubs managers — Mallee’s 
dismissal registered surprise even inside the organization. 
 
But this is the implicit part of The Cubs Way: Mallee had to go because management saw a potential 
new-voice upgrade with Davis, an All-Star switch-hitter who worked for the Red Sox and Oakland A’s 
after a 19-year playing career that overlapped with Maddon’s coaching days. 
 
The Cubs scored 822 runs last season — more than any NL team except for the Colorado Rockies — and 
then hit .168 with 105 strikeouts during 10 playoff games. 
 
“If you look at what we did in ’16, in the playoffs and the World Series, we used the whole field,” Mallee 
said. “It all depends on how the pitcher’s going to pitch you, right? They say you need to be able to beat 
good pitching. Not that many people beat good pitching, the Scherzers and the Strasburgs of the world. 
 
“The philosophy wasn’t going to be try to pull everything or just try to hit homers. We preached all of 
those things and sometimes the pitcher doesn’t cooperate. Maybe they did a little more in ’16 than they 
did towards the end of ’17.” 
 
Just as Bosio had options before joining the Detroit Tigers, Mallee landed in a good situation with the 
Phillies, a sleeping giant that guaranteed Arrieta $75 million during spring training and will be in the 
middle of the Bryce Harper/Manny Machado sweepstakes this winter. 
 
In many ways, hitting coach is a thankless job, staring at the computer, crunching numbers and filing 
reports for millionaires who have their own ideas and advisors. It means getting little credit — Anthony 
Rizzo and Kris Bryant are awesome baseball players — and taking a lot of unnecessary blame. 
 
Mallee still loved it. Mallee traveled to Puerto Rico to meet with Javier Báez after he accepted the job. 
Mallee gave the front office a detailed scouting report on Dexter Fowler after working with him in 
Houston. Mallee went back to the team’s Arizona complex shortly after the championship parade to 
help Jason Heyward with his swing. Mallee either turned down interview requests or toned down his 
answers because he didn’t want to make it about him. 
 
“It was really good to see Mallee,” Rizzo said at his locker after the game. “It was emotional seeing 
Mallee because it was just such good times with all of us growing up with him as our hitting coach.” 
 
This much will never change: it’s always about the players making plays and Mallee was there when it 
happened. How many Chicago kids grew up dreaming of winning the World Series with the Cubs? Not 
bad for that dude with the mullet and an earring who played two seasons in Philadelphia’s farm system 
and wondered how he’d ever get hired. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Jake Arrieta’s message to Cubs fans: Thanks for believing in me — and don’t give up on Yu Darvish  
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Before watching his current teammates take it to his former ones 6-1 on Tuesday, Jake Arrieta sat in the 
visitors dugout at Wrigley Field for the first time in his career, surrounded by media. The scene didn’t 



 
quite seem right as the ever-confident Arrieta donned a red Phillies jersey and a red cap adorned with a 
blue Liberty Bell. 
 
The man who left a legacy in Chicago that few will ever match plays for another team now, but to most, 
he’ll always be looked at as a Cub. No fan of the team will ever forget what he meant to the 
organization’s meteoric rise over the last half decade and how he emerged as a superstar on the North 
Side of Chicago. On Tuesday evening, the Wrigley faithful got one more opportunity to show their 
appreciation to the former Cubs ace. 
 
After a tribute that honored Arrieta’s Cubs career was shown on the video board following the first 
inning, the big righty stepped out from the visitors dugout and raised his hat to an adoring crowd, which 
was in the midst of giving him a rightfully earned standing ovation. 
 
“Thank you for the support through thick and thin,” Arrieta said when asked if he had a message to the 
fans prior to the game. “Through the rough times in ’13 and ’14, believing in me and the rest of the team 
and taking that journey with us through ’16 and even ’17 when it seemed like it was just a no-brainer 
that we were going to be in the postseason and go deep into October and have a chance to win a World 
Series year in and year out. To have 40,000-plus here each and every night, bitter cold or humid heat, it 
meant a lot to us and it meant a lot to me and my family. And definitely a lot to [his son] Cooper. I think 
a big part of him will be a Cubs fan for life and that’s very special to me. So thanks to all the fans for 
that.” 
 
Arrieta became a star in Chicago, so it’s not hard to understand his affinity for the city and the fans. He 
arrived in Chicago on Monday and said he enjoyed the off day walking around the city with his family, 
hitting up some of his favorite spots. Some drinks at Cindy’s Rooftop, a meal at Maple & Ash and some 
quality time with old friends. 
 
Some of those friends he made are now in the opposing dugout at Wrigley Field. During batting practice, 
Arrieta stood by the batting cage and spoke with his former manager Joe Maddon for a while. He shared 
a long embrace with Pedro Strop, whom he was traded with from Baltimore to Chicago in July 2013. He 
hugged Anthony Rizzo and the two joked around for a while, trading friendly barbs. One by one, former 
teammates and coaches made sure to come check in with someone who they grew close to over the 
years. 
 
“A lot of those guys are like brothers to me,” Arrieta said of his former Cubs teammates. “What we went 
through together, losing a lot of games, growing together, both on and off the field as people. A lot of us 
raised kids together. A lot of those guys, I saw them get into serious relationships, marry their girlfriends 
and create bonds in that regard. We stayed close because we cared so much about each other, about 
what we were trying to accomplish on the field. A lot of those guys are going to be life-long friends. I’m 
very thankful for that.” 
 
Arrieta won’t get to face his former team on the mound at Wrigley this year, but he said he’d be sure to 
chirp a bit from the dugout at Rizzo while the Phillies were up to bat. 
 
“[Rizzo] sent me a text and said, ‘Man, I can’t believe you’re ducking the Cubbies,’” Arrieta said. “I just 
told him, ‘Man, I’m trying to help you guys catch Milwaukee.’ He’s like, ‘I woulda told Joe I want to lead 
off and I’m going to take you deep.’ So, it would’ve been cool to face these guys. But yeah, I’ll be up [in 
the dugout] maybe throwing some stuff at Rizz. Just kind of cutting it up with these guys, just enjoying 
the couple days that we’re here.” 
 



 
If the Cubs had faced Arrieta this week, they would have seen a very different pitcher than the one who 
dominated in Chicago. In a game filled with home runs and strikeouts, the imposing righty gets little of 
either, striking out a mere 17.2 percent of the batters he’s faced this season while allowing only a 5.9 
percent HR/FB rate. Despite the lack of whiffs, he’s still finding success as his 2.66 ERA is ninth in the 
National League. It’s buoyed by his strong 56.3 percent ground-ball rate, third in the NL. While the pure 
stuff might not be there — Arrieta doesn’t go to his once-dominant slider much anymore and leans on a 
two-seamer which sits at 94.6 mph (up more than a tick from last season) and has more arm-side 
movement than ever — he seems to have learned how to go about business without having the kind of 
arsenal that made scouts drool once upon a time. 
 
As unfair as it may be, Arrieta will forever be compared to Yu Darvish, the man Theo Epstein and 
company prioritized this past winter over Arrieta. They saw a four-time All-Star with a deep arsenal and 
what they felt was untapped potential in Darvish. In Arrieta, there was much more doubt. They knew he 
would be a voice that commanded respect in the clubhouse and an unmatched competitor on the 
mound. But they doubted that his skillset, combined with his crossfire delivery, would age well. 
 
Through eight starts with the Cubs, Darvish has a 4.95 ERA and has failed to complete the fifth inning 
five times. He’s in the midst of his second stint on the disabled list, this one for triceps inflammation and 
a return date is unknown. He threw on flat ground last week and once again on Tuesday, but until he 
has a side session set, it’s tough to gauge when he could return. 
 
Instead of taking shots at his former club for choosing another starter over the player they know, Arrieta 
preached patience. 
 
“He’s a tremendous pitcher,” Arrieta said. “There’s no question about that. I know he’s gone through 
some struggles here, some tough times. He’s been put in a difficult situation. I think that he’s probably 
got his head down and he’s focused on working hard to get himself healthy so he can be out there for 
these guys. Because when he’s out there, he’s pretty dang good. I know he probably has a good plan for 
himself. Because we all know he wants to be better than he has. I know that’s the competitor that he is. 
I hope he does perform well for these guys, because if he’s able to do that, you know this city is going to 
love him.” 
 
Arrieta knows how that love feels. A city that was once aching for a winner, and finally got one with 
Arrieta at the center of it all, will fully embrace those who perform. Darvish’s nascent Cubs career is 
hardly defined. What the future holds is yet to be determined and he still has a chance to one day speak 
glowingly of his time in Chicago and reminisce on all the wonderful memories and special moments that 
occurred for him at Wrigley Field and with the Cubs. Just like Jake Arrieta did on Tuesday. 
 
“I talked about it throughout my career as a Cub, just how special this place really is,” Arrieta said. “You 
really can’t understand it completely until you play here. Until you come to this ballpark every day, see 
the passion from the fans. All the way around the organization, everybody was geared to win and that 
was the ultimate goal. To have achieved that goal and looking back on how much hard work it took from 
everybody involved, just exceptional what we were able to create.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Jake Arrieta experienced the best times of his life at Wrigley Field and he’ll never grow old here  
By Jon Greenberg 
 



 
It was late in the evening after a win in Game 2 of the 2016 NLDS and Jon Lester was nursing a Miller Lite 
and telling stories at his locker. 
 
Game 3 would match up Jake Arrieta against Madison Bumgarner and I asked Lester if the AT&T Park 
mound could handle the “machismo” of those two bearded aces. 
 
“Ooh, that’s a lot of machismo,” Lester said. “That’s lot of ‘Dig me’ right there.” 
 
Baseball, Lester said more seriously, needed more games like that — two bold-faced hard asses on the 
stadium marquee. For all the clichés athletes spout about a team game, the stars should be the stars. 
 
Even though the Giants ended up winning, Arrieta wound up getting the best of Bumgarner in Game 3, 
throwing six innings of one-run ball to Bumgarner’s five innings of three-run ball. 
 
Before that first playoff start, at the end of the 2016 regular season, Arrieta told reporters after a loss, 
“Whoever I face first round … they’re going to be in trouble.” 
 
It takes a certain kind of guy to make a promise like that and Arrieta was that dude. From his muscles to 
his beard to his performance on the mound, the Cubs front office liked to call Arrieta their “alpha male.” 
 
Do the Cubs have that guy now? Yeah, they have Lester. Kyle Hendricks has the track record if not the 
mien. José Quintana has the ability. But Arrieta had it all when he was on. And now he’s gone. 
 
If last season was a farewell to Arrieta, then this year is his wake. But let it not be said that people didn’t 
appreciate Arrieta while he was here. 
 
Arrieta wound up winning two games in the World Series after all. 
 
“Ultimately, you want guys that want the big stage,” Hoyer told me back in 2016. “I thought that was 
the beauty of Curt Schilling in Boston. There’s nothing better than shutting up 55,000 people from New 
York. You want a guy who wants to be out there trying to quiet a crowd. Jake kind of owned that [in the 
2015 wild card game]. That’s an ace attitude. That’s a No. 1 starter attitude.” 
 
Or as Theo Epstein once replied to my observation that Arrieta carried himself like the best pitcher on 
Earth: “He did before he was. And now he is, so it’s even better.” 
 
Arrieta was the Cubs’ accidental ace, the product of the best trade in the organization’s history, a 
change of scenery that made Arrieta rich and brought an end to the most famous championship drought 
in sports. 
 
It was the role he was born to play. Opportunity meets preparation. Arrieta, who won’t start at Wrigley 
this series, talked about having a chip on his shoulder, but did he feel like that alpha male ace on the 
mound? 
 
“You know, I did,” he said when I asked him about it in a crowded visitors’ dugout Tuesday afternoon. 
“And we had a couple of those guys. Obviously with Lester, it’s kind of contagious when you see a guy 
like that walk around, walk through the clubhouse, the pedigree that he has. I possess that, but it’s 
almost reiterated every time you see him go out there. So my confidence level was influenced a lot by 
him. And I’m very thankful for that. It’s incredible to see him continue to dominate and pitch at such a 
high level. 
 



 
“I get to pitch once out of every five days and I want to make sure it’s known when I’m out there, I’m 
giving my team an incredibly good chance to win that ballgame and I think that’s what aces have to do.” 
 
Wearing mirrored sunglasses, Arrieta talked to reporters for 20 minutes before the game as we hogged 
him from the Phillies reporters with our sentimentality, while they just wanted to talk more about 
botched shifts. 
 
Arrieta knew he wasn’t coming back to Chicago well before free agency. He wanted free agency, as he 
should have, and while he got screwed, relatively speaking, by the market slowdown, he still got paid, 
even if it weren’t $200 million guaranteed. 
 
While Cubs fans, teammates and executives who aren’t enjoying the start of the Yu Darvish era might 
lament the trade-off for Arrieta now, maybe it was for the best. We don’t have to watch Arrieta get old. 
That was always the fear with him entering free agency. Where is the end? 
 
Arrieta has been everything the Phillies wanted. He’s their Lester. The young pitchers are feeding off him 
and even when he ripped the Phillies’ poor defense and slapdash shifts, he’s doing it as a leader, not a 
whiner. 
 
“I’m behind each and every one of these guys 100 percent,” he told us. “I’d do anything for these guys.” 
 
While his future is with Philadelphia, for Chicago, Arrieta will always live in the second half of 2015, 
when he was the best player on the best story in baseball. 
 
“Arrieta’s second half, I’ve never seen anything like that,” Maddon said Tuesday. “I don’t think anybody 
else ever has. That was phenomenal to watch him go out every start and go way deep into the game, 
bad contact, a lot of punch and great command. It was the most incredible run I’ve witnessed from a 
starting pitcher. He was good the next couple years, but it’s so hard to repeat what he did that year.” 
 
After 2015, there was a spotlight on Arrieta’s velocity, which ebbed and flowed, and before 2016’s 
postseason, there was a legitimate question — and let’s be honest, a fear — of whether he could hold 
up in the postseason. 
 
While he shut down Pittsburgh in that fateful wild card game, he did it without his best stuff. I was in the 
Pirates clubhouse after that game and they lamented their missed opportunities. Arrieta’s performance 
slipped in the NLDS and NLCS. After the season he admitted he was worn out. 
 
But in 2016 and 2017, while his regular season didn’t top 2015, he was mostly lights-out in October, with 
a 2.73 ERA in six starts, giving up 10 earned runs in 33 innings. Opposing hitters slashed a combined 
.185/.295/345 against him. He had one bad start in that span, giving up four runs in five innings to the 
Dodgers in the 2016 NLCS, but that was a game the Cubs lost 6-0. 
 
(If you’re wondering, and I was, Lester was even better in that span, throwing up a 1.98 ERA in nine 
games (seven starts), giving up 11 earned runs in 50 innings and a .188/.251/.290 slash line. In five of 
those starts, he gave up one run or fewer and the other two, he gave up five runs combined.) 
 
While his absence has made Darvish’s early failures even more visible, let’s not bury the newcomer until 
we see how he throws in October. Because of Arrieta’s contributions, no one cares about a record-
setting August or September anymore. 
 
It’s World Series or bust now, every year. 



 
 
“A lot of what you see happening right now, there’s one guy who’s largely responsible for that and it 
would be him,” Maddon said. 
 
After the first inning Tuesday, the Cubs played a tribute video for Arrieta and he came out of the visiting 
dugout to wave his hat at the crowd. No matter what happens to him from here on out, Arrieta is a 
legend at Wrigley Field, where it will be always be late summer 2015. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
OF Herron leads Cubs' college-heavy Day 2 
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs went with the more established players on Day 2 of the MLB Draft on Tuesday, 
with seven of their eight selections in Rounds 3-10 coming from the collegiate level. 
 
Four of the draftees are right-handed pitchers. The Cubs also picked two center fielders, a second 
baseman and a left-handed-hitting third baseman. 
 
The Draft concludes on Wednesday, with exclusive coverage of Rounds 11-40 beginning on MLB.com at 
11 a.m. CT. 
 
Here are the Cubs' Draft picks from Rounds 3-10. 
 
Round 3: CF Jimmy Herron, Duke 
In April, Herron became the first player in Duke history to hit 50 doubles and steal 50 bases in his college 
career. 
 
Herron, 21, was drafted by the Yankees in the 31st round of last year's Draft, but he elected to play 
another summer league season and a third year with the Blue Devils. After batting .338/.443/.481 with 
10 doubles and four home runs in the Cape Cod League last summer, the speedy center fielder boosted 
his Draft stock. A .298/.416/.456 junior season at Duke added more consistency to his already solid 
offensive resume. 
 
Herron's development will be put on hold, though. According to MLB Pipeline, Herron will need Tommy 
John surgery. The valued bonus of his third-round, 98th overall slot is $570,600. 
 
Round 4: RHR Ethan Roberts, Tennessee Tech U 
Roberts, 20, showed a ton of upside in his junior season at Tennessee Tech, striking out 96 and walking 
just 20 through 71 innings. 
 
Roberts, who was almost exclusively used as a reliever with the Golden Eagles, made his first start of the 
2018 season on Monday at No. 4 Mississippi, facing elimination from the College World Series. 
 
The right-hander was up to the challenge. Roberts tossed seven scoreless innings before allowing four 
runs in the eighth. However, the game was all but decided at the point after his team jumped ahead 10-
0 after six innings. 
 
Tennessee Tech also won the third and final game of the series to advance to the NCAA super regional 
round, the first in program history. 



 
 
Roberts was at a restaurant in Jackson, Tenn., where the team stopped for lunch on the way back from 
Oxford, Miss., on Tuesday when he got the good news. When he last talked to his adviser, Roberts said, 
he was told he'd probably go later Tuesday or early on Wednesday, but that he should keep his phone 
on just in case. 
 
"We get back on the bus," Roberts said, "and Jordan's name pops up on my phone, that's my adviser. I 
was like, 'What's going on?' He goes, 'Dude, you're going to be a Cub if you say yes to this.' 
 
"I was like, 'Holy crap, this is actually happening.' It was just an overwhelming amount of emotions I felt 
today." 
 
Remarkably, Tennessee Tech was the only school to offer Roberts a baseball scholarship when he was 
looking for colleges. Now, he's a fourth-round pick. 
 
"I love those guys, guys that get overlooked by people and come in and just dominate," Tennessee Tech 
coach Matt Bragga said. "He's going to be a good one, man. 
 
"It will not surprise me in the least if he's up in the big leagues in 2-3 years. It will not shock me at all." 
 
Round 5: 2B Andy Weber, Virginia 
Weber has benefited from a steady progression in his three years at Virginia. This season, he led the 
Cavaliers in every major offensive category, and his .344 average ranked second in the ACC. 
 
A left-handed-hitting second baseman, Weber said he was watching the Draft live on MLB.com when his 
name was called. Shortly after, he received a call from the Cubs. 
 
"It's a great feeling to get drafted by the Cubs' organization," Weber said, adding that he is going to sign 
with the team, though he doesn't know his first Minor League assignment yet. 
 
Consistency was the word Virginia coach Brian O'Connor used to describe Weber, who reached base in 
51 of his 54 games played this season, including a stretch of 32 straight games. 
 
"His progression here has been really impressive," O'Connor said. "He started driving the ball better this 
year. He's an intelligent, well-rounded player." 
 
Weber attributed his improvements at the plate to an adjustment in his stance. 
 
"I used to have a more spread-out stance. It wasn't comfortable," Weber said. "Now, I am more in 
rhythm and have better control of the bat." 
 
Round 6: RHP Kohl Franklin, Broken Arrow Sr HS (Okla.) 
Franklin, 18, is committed to the University of Oklahoma, and he was both a standout shortstop and 
pitcher in high school. Franklin's fastball currently ranges between 88-91 mph, according to Perfect 
Game, but at 6-foot-4 and 190 pounds, his fastball velocity should increase as he matures. 
 
"Kohl has nowhere near reached his ability yet compared to where he's going to be in the future," 
Shannon Dobson, his high school coach, said. "That's a good thing for a guy coming out of high school." 
 
Dobson also coached D-backs reliever Archie Bradley, a first-round selection in 2011, at Broken Arrow 
High School. Bradley, Dobson said, was further along in his development than Franklin is right now. 



 
 
Franklin is the nephew of former MLB reliever Ryan Franklin, who played 12 seasons and was an All-Star 
with the Cardinals in 2009. His father, Jay Franklin, is a MLBPA certified player agent who represents 
Bradley. 
 
"Kohl has been around a lot of big league clubs and players," Dobson said. "He knows the lifestyle." 
 
Round 7: CF D.J. Artis, Liberty University 
Artis won Big South Conference Freshman of the Year in 2016 and Player of the Year in 2017. His 
numbers declined in his junior season this year, but they are still impressive. 
 
A line-drive contact hitter, Artis' collegiate career has been far from that of the modern big leaguer. He 
walks more than he strikes out, 166 walks to 103 strikeouts in three seasons, and his power consists 
more of doubles than home runs. 
 
Despite his 218th overall selection, Artis, 21, was the 136-ranked prospect in this year's Draft class, 
according to MLB Pipeline. 
 
Round 8: RHS Zach Mort, George Mason U 
Mort, 21, enjoyed a breakout junior season at George Mason, going 6-3 with a 2.48 ERA in 15 starts. 
 
A 6-foot-1, 205-pound right-hander, Mort was a bulldog for the Patriots this year, tossing 105 1/3 
innings, which led the Atlantic 10 conference. He was one of two pitchers in the conference to record 
more than 100 strikeouts. 
 
Perhaps the most impressive stat for Mort this season was he allowed just 13 walks compared to his 108 
strikeouts. 
 
Round 9: RHP Derek Casey, Virginia 
Casey was almost a Cub four years ago, when he passed on a $900,000 offer from Chicago and instead 
chose to attend Virginia to further develop as a pitcher with the Cavaliers. 
 
Had Casey signed with the Cubs in 2014, they would have selected him in the third or fourth round, 
according to the Richmond Times-Dispatch. 
 
Casey went 7-4 with a 3.48 ERA this year. He recorded 106 strikeouts over 95 2/3 innings. 
 
Casey missed the entire 2016 season at Virginia after undergoing Tommy John surgery. But even after 
the setback of a major injury, Casey is comfortable he made the right call when deciding to go to college. 
 
"Yeah, it was a lot of money at the time," Casey told the Times-Dispatch, "but at the same time, you 
have to make the mature decision of, 'How long will that money last you, and how long will a college 
degree last you?' 
 
"Looking back on it, I think I made the right decision, no doubt about it. I don't regret it at all." 
 
Round 10: 3B Luke Reynolds, U Southern Mississippi 
Reynolds has a ton of power. The 6-foot-1, 215-pound third baseman batted .389/.551/.699, with 15 
homers and 61 RBIs in 62 games this season. 
 



 
Reynolds transferred from Mississippi State a month into the 2016 season after he didn't play a single 
game. That was after he got 92 at-bats with the Bulldogs as a sophomore. 
 
Because of NCAA transfer rules, Reynolds had to sit out the entire 2017 season at Southern Mississippi, 
making it two full years without playing a college game. 
 
Still, there was little doubt Reynolds could still rake. The left-handed hitter posted a .306 average with 
10 doubles, four home runs and 25 RBIs in 108 at-bats in the New England College Baseball League last 
summer. 
 
-- 
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Bats can't bail out Hendricks in loss to Phils  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Kyle Hendricks wasn't able to keep the Cubs on a roll on Tuesday night. 
 
The Phillies scored more runs on Nick Williams' two-run homer in the second than they did in their three 
previous games, posting a 6-1 victory over the Cubs at Wrigley Field to snap Chicago's winning streak at 
four games. 
 
"Obviously, Kyle was not on top of his game, missing the plate, the home run early," Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said. "We still had plenty of time to get back into it. We worked some good at-bats. We had 
guys out there, but we could not get the hit to get back into the game. It was kind of a lazy game in a 
sense, and the engine never turned over." 
 
Hendricks had given up three earned runs or fewer in 10 of his 11 starts prior to Tuesday, and was 
charged with a season-high five runs on five hits against the Phillies. Chicago starting pitchers were 4-1 
with a 1.98 ERA in the last seven games, part of a stretch that Maddon called the best week of the 
season. Hendricks couldn't continue that run. 
 
"I was inconsistent," Hendricks said. "I wasn't repeating my mechanics. I just have to get back to work 
this week and really dial everything in. It starts with fastball command, it wasn't great. The first inning I 
felt good, and the second and third, I just wasn't repeating my mechanics. The focus was there. I've just 
got to lock everything in and get to work this week." 
 
The Phillies had scuffled against the Giants over the weekend, totaling one run in three games, all losses. 
Williams connected with one on and one out in the second inning on a 3-1 sinker from Hendricks, who 
has now given up 12 home runs in 12 starts. 
 
"I think a lot of those guys, I'm just falling behind," said Hendricks, who gave up 17 home runs in 24 
starts last season. "I'm falling behind too many guys and giving in somewhat, not wanting to walk 
[them]. I'm still making a good pitch but getting hurt in bad counts. I really have to focus on being more 
aggressive, getting ahead of guys and putting them away when I get ahead." 
 
Hendricks walked two in the third. The Phillies loaded the bases, then tallied on a bases-loaded walk to 
Carlos Santana, a sacrifice fly by Aaron Altherr and a fielder's choice by Williams. 
 
Zach Eflin, who had given up 12 earned runs in his previous three starts, scattered eight hits over 7 2/3 
innings and was pulled after Anthony Rizzo's RBI double with two out in the Chicago eighth. 



 
 
"He's a good pitcher," Rizzo said. "They have a good staff, and especially on a night like tonight, we have 
to score runs with the wind blowing in and all that stuff. We had a couple opportunities, and it just went 
their way." 
 
The Cubs stranded eight and went 0-for-6 with runners in scoring position, which has become a bad 
trend. 
 
"We had chances to score, but we've got to somehow become a little more consistent there," Maddon 
said. "Right now, that is the one part of our offensive scheme that's lacking, and it's going to require a 
more simple approach, staying in the middle. It's stuff we talk about all the time. I don't want to pound 
on it too hard because I know our guys are good." 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Shortstop Javier Baez was splashed with a fan's beer after diving into the stands to catch Odubel 
Herrera's popup in the ninth. Herrera's ball was in foul territory along the third-base line, and Baez 
tracked it down, grabbing the ball as he rolled over the short brick wall into the first row. Baez spilled a 
few fans' drinks in the process but still held onto the ball for the out. 
 
"The wall there is a pretty good level to do that," Maddon said. "I love the effort, love the play, all of the 
above, but it was awkward looking to say the least. Addison [Russell] did a similar thing in St. Louis last 
year and ended up with some nachos [spilled on him]. It looked like Javy had a $5 beer, a $10 beer 
[spilled on him]. He's fun to watch." 
 
Baez had caught Cesar Hernandez's popup in foul territory to start the game as well. 
 
"The first play of the game, it was just like that, and after I caught it, [Kris Bryant] told me it was his ball," 
Baez said. "This play [in the ninth], the ball really went farther, and after I caught it, I said, 'It's still your 
ball.'" 
 
Was Baez OK after the catch? 
 
"[The fans] were just really excited, and I felt like they were just trying to touch me," Baez said. "It was 
great. It was fun. I smell like beer." More > 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I thought that was awesome. He deserves all of it. Everything he's done for this team since I've been 
here, everything he's done for me, I can't explain it all. He's an awesome teammate, awesome guy. He 
deserves all that recognition for sure." -- Hendricks, on the video tribute to Jake Arrieta after the first 
inning in his return to Wrigley Field. 
 
UP NEXT 
Jose Quintana will start Wednesday in the second game of this three-game series against the Phillies. 
Quintana threw six scoreless innings in his last start against the Mets, limiting them to three hits. It was 
the fourth time this season that he didn't give up an earned run while throwing at least six innings. He's 
4-2 with a 2.62 ERA on the road, 2-2 with a 6.66 ERA at Wrigley Field. First pitch is scheduled for 7:05 
p.m. CT, and the Phillies will counter with right-hander Aaron Nola. 
 
-- 
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In return to Wrigley, Arrieta recalls 'special' ride  
By Catherine Garcia 
 
CHICAGO -- It was expected that when Jake Arrieta returned to Wrigley Field, the park he called home 
for 4 1/2 seasons, emotions would follow. Those emotions were fueled by the fact that Arrieta won a 
National League Cy Young Award, threw two no-hitters and won a World Series while with the Cubs. 
 
"I'm really looking forward to playing another game in this ballpark, even if it's in this dugout," said 
Arrieta, who signed a three-year, $75 million deal with the Phillies before this season. "I talked about it 
throughout my career as a Cub, just how special this place is." 
 
Arrieta was swarmed in the visitors' dugout by photographers and reporters from both Chicago and 
Philadelphia as he reminisced about the days he spent pitching at Wrigley Field, his career 
accomplishments and what it has felt like to move on to a new franchise. 
 
"You can't understand it completely until you play here, until you come to this ballpark every day and 
you see the passion from the fans," said Arrieta, whose contributions to the Cubs were celebrated in a 
video tribute at Wrigley during the first inning on Tuesday. After the tribute, Arrieta took the field and 
tipped his cap to fans. 
 
"All the way around the organization, everybody was here to win. That was the ultimate goal. To have 
achieved that goal, and looking back on how much hard work it took from everybody involved, it's just 
exceptional what we were able to create. I'm looking forward to reliving some of those memories 
through the players, through my former teammates -- just memories that come up from past 
experiences I was able to have here." 
 
The Phillies spent their off-day on Monday in Chicago, and Arrieta said he made the rounds with both 
the city itself and his friends. 
 
"It's really nice to come back here," Arrieta said. "I spent a nice day off walking around in Millennium 
Park. I went to one of our favorite dinner spots, spent some time with people we used to see quite 
often. I look forward to a great series. Just being in this ballpark is really special." 
 
Arrieta missed pitching in this series by one day, but he still plans on having fun with his former 
teammates from the visitors' dugout. 
 
"Anthony Rizzo sent me a text that said, 'Man, I can't believe you're ducking the Cubbies,' and I said, 'I'm 
just trying to help you guys catch the Brewers.' 
 
"I'll be up there maybe throwing some stuff at the boys, kind of just cutting it up with these guys, just 
enjoying the couple days that we're here, making my rounds to see everybody, give some hugs and 
hopefully win a series." 
 
Arrieta spoke about making the transition to Philadelphia and how, as thankful as he is to the Cubs 
organization and its fans, he feels that he made the right choice by signing with the Phillies. 
 
"I knew there was always an opportunity to come back here until that contract was signed with another 
team," Arrieta said. "It was a very chaotic offseason for everybody involved. It seemed like there could 
have been a possibility [to return], but the time it all went down, I was leaning more and more to the 
side of not returning to Chicago. That's just the way it worked out. 
 



 
"Would it have been great if I signed here? Yes. Am I happy with the way things worked out, ultimately 
signing with the Phillies? Absolutely. Sometimes things change in this game. A lot of guys wear different 
uniforms throughout their career, and this is just happens to be one of those occasions." 
 
-- 
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Cubs' injury updates: Russell, Darvish  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Cubs shortstop Addison Russell went for an MRI on Tuesday on his left middle finger, which 
he sprained during his second at-bat on Sunday against the Mets. 
 
"It was pretty sore the other day in the dugout," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said on Tuesday. 
 
Maddon, who hosted a charity golf tournament in his hometown of Hazleton, Pa., on Monday's off-day, 
had checked with Cubs athletic trainer PJ Mainville on Tuesday morning for an update to see if Russell 
could play that night against the Phillies. 
 
Rehabbing Darvish plays catch 
Yu Darvish, on the disabled list with inflammation in his right triceps, played catch on Tuesday. Darvish 
did not accompany the Cubs on their week-long road trip to Pittsburgh and New York, so Tuesday was 
the first time Maddon has seen the right-hander since May 27. 
 
"I don't know what the timeline is," Maddon said of Darvish's rehab. "There's no finish line. I'm hoping 
it's not too long, but I think during the course of this week we'll have a better idea of what the finish line 
will be." 
 
This is Darvish's second stint on the disabled list, and so far he's 1-3 with a 4.95 ERA in eight starts. There 
have been a lot of comparisons between him and Jake Arrieta, who left via free agency to sign with the 
Phillies. Arrieta is 5-3 with a 2.66 ERA in 11 starts. 
 
"Give it some time," Maddon said. "Right now, I'm really happy for Jake, I could not be happier for Jake. 
He hit a home run the other day in San Francisco, but beyond that we would not have done what we did 
over the last several years without him. 
 
"He's in a good place right now, he's doing extremely well. People have a tendency to jump to 
conclusions in this game and life in general. Give it time. Hopefully, they'll both have the same kind of 
numbers after the next three, four years. I'm a big Jake fan, but yes, it's way too early to jump to 
conclusions." 
 
-- 
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