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 NBC Sports Chicago, Yu Darvish's arrival took a starting spot from Mike Montgomery, but he's still 
mighty valuable to Cubs' championship hopes 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/yu-darvishs-arrival-took-starting-spot-mike-montgomery-
hes-still-mighty-valuable-cubs 

 

 Chicago Tribune, Yu Darvish era with Cubs off to an interesting start 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-yu-darvish-debut-sullivan-
20180306-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Hot start makes Ian Happ obvious choice for Cubs' leadoff spot 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-ian-happ-leadoff-haugh-
20180306-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Ben Zobrist wants to expand his portfolio to include first base more 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-ben-zobrist-first-base-notes-
20180306-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Tuesday's recap: Cubs 9, Dodgers 5 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-dodgers-recap-20180306-
story.html 

 

 Chicago Sun-Times, ‘Nerves’ and strikeouts for Yu Darvish in heralded Cubs debut against old pals 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/nerves-and-strikeouts-for-yu-darvish-in-heralded-cubs-debut-
against-old-pals/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs beat Dodgers 9-5 in Yu Darvish’s Cactus League debut for new team 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-beat-dodgers-9-5-in-yu-darvishs-cactus-league-debut-
for-new-team/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Tommy La Stella done with GM’s pants, parking spot … ‘For now’ 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-tommy-la-stella-done-with-gms-pants-parking-spot-for-
now/ 

 

 Daily Herald, Will Javy Baez finally rule at second base for Chicago Cubs? 
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180306/will-javy-baez-finally-rule-at-second-base-for-
chicago-cubs 

 

 The Athletic, The Yu Darvish Era begins with great expectations and more World Series questions   
https://theathletic.com/264023/2018/03/06/the-yu-darvish-era-begins-with-great-expectations-
and-more-world-series-questions/ 
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 The Athletic, What Tommy La Stella’s prank war with the front office says about the Cubs' culture   
https://theathletic.com/263796/2018/03/06/what-tommy-la-stellas-prank-war-with-the-front-
office-says-about-the-cubs-culture/ 
 

 The Athletic, Q&A with Jed Hoyer, Part I: 'The ball's coming out of his hand great' and other truths 
we create at spring training 
https://theathletic.com/263058/2018/03/06/qa-with-jed-hoyer-part-i-the-balls-coming-out-of-his-
hand-great-and-other-truths-we-create-at-spring-training/ 
 

 The Athletic, Q&A with Jed Hoyer, Part II: Loving the Chili Davis effect, hating the word 'tanking' 
and missing Eloy Jimenez 
https://theathletic.com/263784/2018/03/07/qa-with-jed-hoyer-part-ii-loving-the-chili-davis-effect-
hating-the-word-tanking-and-missing-eloy-jimenez/ 
 

 Cubs.com, Over time, Yu became perfect fit for Cubs 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/yu-darvish-cubs-became-perfect-fit-over-time/c-268046542 
 

 Cubs.com, 'Ready to rock': Zobrist makes spring debut 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/ben-zobrist-makes-spring-debut-bats-leadoff/c-268030972 
 

 Cubs.com, Darvish shakes off nerves in first Cubs start 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/yu-darvish-pitches-2-innings-in-cubs-debut/c-267996152 

 

 Cubs.com, Q&A: Cubs right-hander Thomas Hatch 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/chicago-cubs-thomas-hatch-pipeline-qa/c-268042704 
 

 ESPNChicago.com, Yu Darvish shows range in debut for Cubs, clocks 95 on fastball 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/22670433/yu-darvish-makes-debut-chicago-cubs-clocks-95-
fastball 

 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Yu Darvish's arrival took a starting spot from Mike Montgomery, but he's still mighty valuable to Cubs' 
championship hopes 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
Let's be honest, Mike Montgomery didn't get what he wanted. 
 
No matter how much truth there was to that report during the Winter Meetings that Montgomery 
wanted a spot in the Cubs' rotation or to be traded away from the North Side, he's never been shy when 
it comes to talking about his desire to be a major league starting pitcher. 
 
That doesn't mean he won't do what's asked of him, though. 
 
Montgomery got a starting role taken away from him as he reported to spring training, with the Cubs 
signing Yu Darvish to a six-year deal to build a super rotation, perhaps the finest starting staff in 
baseball. Lined up to be the fifth starter on a team with championship aspirations, he got bumped back 
to the bullpen as the front office laid down its expectations for 2018: World Series or bust. 
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"It’s something that I’ve learned and been a part of and experienced throughout my career, you realize 
that it is more beneficial to be someone that is a good teammate," Montgomery said last month at the 
outset of spring training in Arizona. "Winning the World Series a couple years ago and even getting to 
the playoffs last year, you realize being on a winning team is the most important. That’s why we play the 
game, that’s why we play sports is to win. I think my role will find a way. I think if I’m good, there will 
definitely be times where I’ll be where I want to be." 
 
Montgomery's presence in the 'pen is part of what makes those championship expectations a little more 
realistic. Montgomery is a quality long reliever, so he strengthens a relief corps coming off a shaky 2017 
postseason. On top of that, he gives the Cubs a de facto sixth starter, a guy they can count on when one 
of their five guys in the rotation eventually misses a start due to injury or fatigue or whatever. That's the 
nature of baseball. Heck, the Cubs have even dabbled with six-man rotations in recent seasons. 
 
The Cubs didn't appear to have much quality depth past the five guys in the starting rotation before the 
Darvish signing. Remember Eddie Butler's 2017 season? He made it out of the sixth inning just once in 
11 starts, and he might have been the next man up had there been an injury in the starting rotation. But 
Darvish's arrival changed all that, giving the Cubs a legitimate fill-in in Montgomery. 
 
"At this point, I feel like I’ve experienced all different roles, so I’m ready for anything," he said. "Talking 
with Theo (Epstein) and Joe (Maddon), the season’s so long, so much can happen. I am ready. I think it’s 
important to get me stretched out, that way if something does happen or if the need arises for me to be 
in the rotation, then I’ll be ready. 
 
"At the end of the day, if I’m good, I’m going to need to throw some innings for this team and help them 
out. And I think there’s plenty of ways to do that and still maintain my physical health and to keep me at 
my best." 
 
The focus on not burning Montgomery out was a frequent presence in his comments following the 
Darvish signing and the realization that he'd be back in the same role he had last season. Montgomery 
made 14 starts in 2017, all in the last four months of the regular season. Listed out, though, his outings 
look like this, starting with his first start of the season on June 9: six starts, a three-inning relief 
appearance before the All-Star break, two starts out of the All-Star break, then eight relief appearances 
in less than a month, then four more starts, then two innings of relief, then a start, then two more relief 
outings and a start on the final day of the regular season. 
 
Bouncing back and forth between the rotation and the bullpen is hardly uncommon. But that type of 
ping-ponging couldn't have been good for Montgomery's arm. And so while he's perfectly willing to take 
on a similar role in 2018 as the Cubs have their sights on winning their second World Series title in three 
seasons, he's asking for the team to be a bit smarter how about how he's used. 
 
"I know last year toward the end, the workload got to me," Montgomery said. "But it was also 
something different and unique that you don’t see a lot where I’m making starts and relief appearances. 
I start and then I come out of the bullpen a few days later, kind of took its toll. For me, I wanted to pitch 
every opportunity I could, but maybe taking a step back and being a little smarter about my willingness, 
‘I’ll pitch today, I’ll pitch tomorrow.’ 
 
"One of the things I was talking with them about was bouncing back and forth in the middle of the 
season and how to maybe be a little smarter about those transitions. Like not coming out of the bullpen 
right after I just threw six innings two days before. I think maybe those transitions are something we can 
work on. 
 



 

"You want to have a long career, but you also want to give everything you’ve got right away. And 
sometimes that might put your health in jeopardy. But just balancing that is a learning process for me 
and for the team. Right now I feel good. As long as I feel good, I’m going to do all the things that I’ve 
done in the past to keep me there." 
 
There will be an incredible amount of focus on the Cubs' stacked rotation of Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks, 
Darvish, Jose Quintana and Tyler Chatwood. But perhaps just as important a piece will be Montgomery, 
coming out of the bullpen to provide valuable relief innings and undoubtedly subbing in for a starter 
when the regularities of the baseball season deem it necessary. That depth behind those five guys in 
starring roles could end up being an important reason why the Cubs are playing deep into October for 
the fourth straight season. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Yu Darvish era with Cubs off to an interesting start 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
After signing with the Cubs in February, Yu Darvish spoke to Dave Roberts and told his former manager 
he would beat the Dodgers. 
 
At least that was the story, though sometimes these things are misinterpreted and spread over the 
internet. 
 
“It wasn’t lost in translation,” Roberts said. “We talked on the phone. He said he was going to beat us. I 
wished him well and I reciprocated what he said. I feel the same way.” 
 
Darvish wound up facing the Dodgers in his Cubs debut Tuesday at Sloan Park and overcame a shaky 
start to strike out four of the seven batters he faced in a 9-5 victory. 
 
Was that what Darvish was talking about when he told Roberts he would beat the Dodgers? 
 
“Yeah,” he said through his interpreter. “I meant to say, ‘I’m only going to beat them in spring training.’ 
” 
 
It’s going to take a while to get to know Darvish, the newest star in a clubhouse full of players who are 
now household names. 
 
But one thing seems certain — he has a keen sense of sarcasm and likes to use it. 
 
“He’s funny, he gets sarcasm,” Darvish’s agent Joel Wolfe said. “He has a head start because he 
understands every question, so he can think about it when (translator Daichi Sekizaki) is telling him. 
 
“One thing he learned when he first got to Texas, the interpreter was almost a barrier between him and 
his teammates. When he got to LA he noticed one of the other players had an interpreter and he wasn’t 
as close to his teammates, so he decided he wasn’t going to use an interpreter with his teammates. Only 
in important meetings with coaches or the front office. That way he can just be one of the guys.” 
 
Being one of the guys in Cubs camp is pretty easy and Darvish appears to be fitting in well. He handled 
his first start with flying colors despite walking two of the first three hitters and throwing two wild 
pitches, including one that allowed Chris Taylor to score. With two on and one out, he struck out Matt 



 

Kemp, then faced Yasiel Puig, who twirled his bat around in the air like a baton when he strode to the 
plate, already in midseason form when it came to hot-dogging. 
 
Darvish struck Puig out to end the inning, then recorded a perfect second before ending his day. 
 
Afterward he admitted to having “nerves” and said he didn’t want to hit one of his former teammates. 
He used four of his six pitches, hitting 95 on the radar gun. He was worried about velocity after saying he 
lost 15 pounds in the offseason, working out with Clayton Kershaw in Texas. 
 
It was Darvish’s first outing since his forgettable World Series, when he reportedly was tipping his 
pitches during two awful starts. 
 
“If you’re in that spot and you have had a rough one your first time out, you want to come back and 
show ’em you have it,” Cubs reliever Brandon Morrow, a teammate in Los Angeles, said after Tuesday’s 
game. “Didn’t work out that way. 
 
“I’m sure he has used that as motivation and that he’s able to pull from six great years in the major 
leagues. Two outings in the World Series are not going to change his mentality.” 
 
Asked about the alleged pitch-tipping, Darvish said he was working on some things this winter to make 
adjustments, but wasn’t even sure the report was accurate. 
 
“The Astros are a great, strong team, so I don’t know to be honest if they knew my pitches,” he said. “I 
think it’s a part of me not being at the top level in the World Series.” 
 
Darvish is as wry as he appears, according to Cubs catcher Chris Gimenez, who played with him on the 
Rangers. Gimenez said Darvish is much more comfortable speaking English, which has helped him bond 
with teammates 
 
“I don’t know how much English he knew in ’14 (in Texas),” Gimenez said. “He spoke a fairly good 
amount. But I know he has taken a lot of pride in really learning the language, and he’s trying to give a 
few more interviews in English and obviously speaking to his teammates in English. 
 
“You kind of see that fun, playful side of him come out. To me, it’s for the best, man. When he’s more 
relaxed and not worried about whether he’s saying the right thing or what everybody is thinking. ... If 
he’s just out there having fun and making fun of people, it’s good. We all play our best when we’re 
doing that. 
 
“That’s one thing Joe really emphasizes — just be who you are. Be yourself. That’s ultimately the best 
place for him.” 
 
Everyone is made fun of at Camp Maddon, from the players to the front office to the media. No one is 
immune from being mocked. 
 
“It doesn’t matter who you are,” Gimenez said. “You are going to get worn out. And if you understand 
that going in, it makes it a little easier. You know no one is picking on you. It’s all fun and games, but 
everyone in here has everyone else’s back.” 
 
Darvish seems to be comfortable with the players and talking to the media. Asked why he lost all the 
weight, he replied: “Because of what happened in the World Series.” 
 



 

Again with the sarcasm? 
 
#ThatsYu. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Hot start makes Ian Happ obvious choice for Cubs' leadoff spot 
By David Haugh 
 
When Cubs manager Joe Maddon arrived for spring training, framing art posed a more obvious 
challenge than filling holes in the lineup. 
 
Maddon appeared to enjoy fitting Salvador Dali and Michelangelo on a wall as much as finding the Cubs’ 
eighth reliever and backup catcher. 
 
Not much roster suspense surrounds a team that looked like a World Series contender on day one, but 
determining who deserves to hit in the leadoff spot represented one of the few unanswered questions. 
 
And in one week Ian Happ answered that emphatically. 
 
Happ, the most overlooked Cubs prospect, came to camp ready to prove his promising rookie season 
was no fluke. In his first six spring games, Happ hit .471 with four home runs, drove in seven runs and 
had a sizzling on-base percentage of .500. It was the unassuming 23-year-old’s way of saying, 
“Remember me?” 
 
Making big decisions off small sample sizes in spring training carries risk. Gordon Beckham, the former 
White Sox infielder who signed a minor-league contract with the Mariners, for example, led the Cactus 
League in hitting after seven games with a .588 average, but nobody expects his run to last. 
 
March is when so many Four-A players thrive. So, yes, Happ’s hot streak could be misleading, but his 
diverse skill set and history suggest he could turn a weakness into a strength. 
 
On a team full of square pegs when it comes to leadoff hitters, Happ comes the closest to fitting into a 
round hole. 
 
Besides, no better options exist. Please don’t reintroduce the idea of Kyle Schwarber, whom Maddon 
forced into the role for a failed 36-game experiment to begin 2017. That became Exhibit A of Maddon 
outsmarting himself. Schwarber managed a meager .190 average and .312 on-base percentage leading 
off. 
 
He salvaged his season after a stint with Triple-A Iowa when Maddon moved him down in the order — 
where the slugger belongs, even with a leaner physique. But leadoff? No way. 
 
The Cubs need to improve production from a spot that combined for a mere .246 average and .324 on-
base percentage in 2017. On the first day of workouts, Maddon announced, “We’re going to try to 
audition the dudes we think might be in that spot.’’ Those dudes included Happ, Albert Almora Jr., Ben 
Zobrist and Jason Heyward. 
 
Almora possesses the goldest of gloves in center field but has yet to earn Maddon’s trust enough at the 
plate to envision him leading off 135 games. His bat also packs less punch than Happ’s. 



 

 
Zobrist hits for the highest average and has the keenest batting eye, but concerns over age and injury 
make any projections about his season come with an asterisk. Heyward offers every tool in the box as a 
potential leadoff hitter, but do the Cubs really want to give him one more thing to worry about at the 
plate? 
 
Happ possesses the best combination of speed and power, as well as the versatility to play all three 
outfield positions and second base. He can play right or left to make room for Almora’s defense and 
always fill in at second. He is Zobrist 2.0 but younger and more dangerous. 
 
The Cubs never gave Happ a chance to prove himself leading off last year, batting him first in only eight 
games. He showed some pop with three home runs and six RBIs with an on-base percentage of .333. 
Even Anthony Rizzo led off more, anointing himself “statistically the greatest leadoff hitter of all time” 
after a sizzling 14-game stint in June. 
 
Imagine what Happ, a forgotten man last postseason, could do with 500 at-bats. In 364 at-bats as a 
rookie, he quietly blasted 24 home runs and drove in 68 runs, posting a slash line of .253/.328/.514. 
 
Ideally, Happ’s on-base percentage would be .350 or higher leading off and his walk rate would increase 
from 9.4 percent. His college numbers at Cincinnati, where Happ ranked third in career on-base 
percentage at .463, provide more evidence to believe in the ninth pick of the 2015 draft. The Cubs 
considered Happ the best all-around hitter coming out that year. 
 
Remember that Happ had only 116 plate appearances at Iowa before the Cubs promoted him last 
season, so he figures to develop better plate discipline even as the league adjusts to his early success. 
He runs fast enough to become a threat on the bases. 
 
“Everyday lineup” is a misnomer in Maddon’s baseball glossary, what with his constant tinkering. But 
committing to Happ now could go a long way toward boosting his confidence and building momentum. 
 
So much pomp and circumstance annually accompanies the naming of a team’s opening-day starter, but 
Maddon selecting a leadoff hitter potentially carries more impact — and could frame the Cubs’ season 
for success. 
 
-- 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Ben Zobrist wants to expand his portfolio to include first base more 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
With Javier Baez expected to get most of the playing time at second, Ben Zobrist is getting his first 
baseman’s mitt out this spring. 
 
Zobrist will spend the bulk of his time in the corner outfield spots this season, while also playing second, 
but figures to spell Anthony Rizzo at first base as well. He has 23 career appearances with 11 starts, the 
last coming with the Rays in 2010. 
 
“I think I’ll play a little first base in spring … so that I can spell ‘Riz’ occasionally,” Zobrist said. “They 
know I’ve done it recently. … Besides that it’s going to be the same type of deal. I’m sure it’ll be an 
interesting (outfield) rotation.” 
 



 

Zobrist sat out the first 11 Cactus League games with a back issue but returned Tuesday and went 0-for-
3 against the Dodgers. 
 
“I think he has his mental edge back,” manager Joe Maddon said. “Two consecutive trips to the World 
Series (in 2015 and ’16) and then almost again last year, it’s not easy to do. I think he has been 
refreshed… I think he’s really ready to rock and roll and I think you’ll see a younger mental version of 
Zo.” 
 
While Zobrist hasn’t been told the exact plans for him this season, he said he doesn’t need to know. 
 
“It doesn’t change anything I do,” he said. “I’m still going about my same business, still preparing for 
every game. If I’m sitting on the bench or playing in the game or batting against a righty, I’m growing 
and learning in every experience. We’ve had a great camp so far with everyone collaborating with 
helping each other … and built each other up as a group. It’s been interesting, probably one of the top 
team experiences I’ve had.” 
 
Closing time: New closer Brandon Morrow also made his Cubs debut Tuesday, allowing one unearned 
run on two hits in one inning against his former team. 
 
“I felt really good and that I could have stepped on the gas a little bit more, but I felt like: I don’t want 
them to think I’m all amped up because I’m facing them,” he said. “So maybe I gave it a little less than I 
could have. Whatever, it was the first spring training outing and I did everything I wanted to do with the 
baseball, so it was all good. 
 
Morrow pitched in all seven World Series games, tying a record that can’t be broken. How long did it 
take to recover from the loss? 
 
“It takes a little while when you go to Game 7 and lose and then you have to watch the Astros go on all 
the late-night shows for a month and parades and they’re all over everything,” he said. “You see it 
played back over and over again, so it’s hard to escape. But for myself, I had a very successful season 
and postseason — nothing but good memories.” 
 
Pranks a lot: Maddon got a kick out of Tommy La Stella being forced to wear khakis and a polo shirt 
during Monday’s workout in response to La Stella parking in general manager Jed Hoyer’s parking space. 
 
The joke was that if La Stella wanted to be management he needed to dress like management, thus the 
usual wardrobe of Hoyer and president Theo Epstein. 
 
Maddon said La Stella, who refused to go to Triple-A Iowa in 2016 after being demoted, is “spreading his 
wings a little bit” in the clubhouse. 
 
“And he’s expressing something to the folks upstairs in a Tommy La Stella way,” he said. “And the guys 
upstairs embraced it and then they retaliated, which I think is really healthy and good. Nothing was 
taken out of context or the wrong way. You can’t just do that in the first or second year of co-
habitating.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Tuesday's recap: Cubs 9, Dodgers 5 
By Paul Sullivan 



 

 
Making his Cubs’ debut, Yu Darvish got the victory against his former teammates in a 9-5 thumping of 
the Dodgers before a crowd of 14,479 at Sloan Park. 
 
The Cubs scored six runs in the first inning. 
 
On the mound 
 
After walking two of the first three batters and throwing two wild pitches, Darvish settled down, 
allowing one run on no hits over two innings with four strikeouts. Carl Edwards Jr. had a scoreless 
inning, striking out two. 
 
At the plate 
 
The Cubs batted around during the six-run first. Willson Contreras went 2-for-4 with an RBI and Albert 
Almora Jr. hit a two-run homer. 
 
Photos from the Cubs-Dodgers spring training game at Sloan Park on March 6, 2018. 
In the field 
 
Almora made a sensational, falling catch to rob Chris Taylor. Javier Baez made his first error of the 
spring. 
 
The quote 
 
“Obviously it’s the first time facing batters at a stadium. I was a little scared, but that’s how I feel every 
season.” — Darvish on his opening jitters. 
 
Up next 
 
At Indians, 7:05 p.m., Wednesday in Goodyear. RH Trevor Bauer vs. LH Jose Quintana 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
‘Nerves’ and strikeouts for Yu Darvish in heralded Cubs debut against old pals 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — On the day he was introduced as the Cubs’ new star pitcher, Yu Darvish said he told 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts he planned to beat his former team this season. 
 
But as soon as the comments were publicized, Darvish suggested on social media that something might 
have been lost in the translation when his interpreter relayed the anecdote. 
 
“It wasn’t lost in translation,” Roberts said, smiling. “We talked on the phone. He said he was going to 
beat us.” 
 
Get out the “Mission Accomplished” banner. 
 
Darvish threw an array of four pitches for strikes — eventually — during a heralded Cubs spring debut 
that turned into a 9-5 victory over Darvish’s former team at Sloan Park. 



 

 
Lost in translation? 
 
“I meant I’m only going to beat them in spring training,” said Darvish, who appeared to deadpan  
through his interpreter after his outing Tuesday. 
 
Now he just has to do it again in June. And maybe in October. 
 
Despite early nerves, Darvish was impressive enough, flashing a 95 mph fastball and effective off-speed 
stuff in a debut delayed five days by a flu bug. 
 
“Just a little bit of nerves,” said Darvish, who added that he just hoped not to hit any of his old Dodgers 
teammates with a pitch. “Obviously, it’s the first time facing batters over at the stadium, so I was a little 
scared, but that’s how I feel [the first start] every season. 
 
“I’m excited for what’s ahead this season.” 
 
That’s the idea, say teammates, who sensed a 2016 vibe to camp and this year’s expectations from the 
moment Darvish’s six-year deal was completed in the final days before camp opened last month. 
 
“He can take a hitter that thinks he’s hot and make him not very quickly,” Ben Zobrist said. “He just adds 
fear to an offensive lineup. If not fear, it’s a whole lot of ‘uncomfortability’ up there. 
 
“He can throw five different pitches in different counts, in different locations. I can see him creating a lot 
of havoc in offensive approaches for other teams.” 
 
Said Kris Bryant: “I’m glad I don’t have to face him. I’m glad he’s on our team.” 
 
Maybe it was indeed nerves early, but Darvish opened his Cubs career with a five-pitch walk to Chris 
Taylor, who then took second on a wild pitch. After Darvish struck out Corey Seager on a 95 mph high 
fastball, Taylor stole third, eventually scoring on another wild pitch. 
 
But Darvish retired his final five batters after that, including seven consecutive strikes to fan Matt Kemp 
and Yasiel Puig to end the first. 
 
“After the first three batters, I think I was able to command my fastball, slider and curve,” said Darvish, 
who also was happy with his velocity after worrying he might have lost a tick when he lost 15 pounds 
over the winter. 
 
Why the extreme weight loss for the slender pitcher? 
 
“Because of what happened in the World Series,” said Darvish, who had two terrible starts in losses to 
the Astros as the Dodgers lost the series in seven games. 
 
It was reported after the series that he was tipping his pitches. He said he tried some changes while 
throwing in the offseason to better conceal his pitches, but he wasn’t sure that was the reason for the 
problems. 
 
“They just could simply be a strong team,” Darvish said of the Astros. “And I think part of it’s me not 
being at the top of my [game] in the World Series.” 
 



 

He expects another chance this year. And, no doubt, another date with the Dodgers when it counts 
most. 
 
“We had a great conversation,” Roberts said. “I wished him well. And I reciprocated what he said. I feel 
the same way.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs beat Dodgers 9-5 in Yu Darvish’s Cactus League debut for new team 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Mesa, Ariz. — The Cubs jumped on Wilmer Flores for six first inning runs and cruised to a 9-5 victory 
over the Dodgers in an NLCS rematch that featured $126 million pitcher Yu Darvish’s Cubs debut. 
 
The Cubs improved to 8-2-2 this spring. 
 
Flashing a 95 mph fastball he mixed with a curve, slider and changeup, ex-Dodger Darvish struck out 
four in a two-inning start to win his spring debut for the Cubs. 
 
The right-hander walked two of the first three he faced and threw two wild pitches that eventually 
allowed the first one to score. But he settled down to retire the final five he faced, including three 
strikeouts – throwing 16 of his final 20 pitches for strikes. 
 
“Just a little bit of nerves,” he said. 
 
Ex-Dodger parade to mound 
 
Brandon Morrow, who had a breakout season and dominant postseason as the Dodgers top setup man 
last year, made his first appearance in a designed slow-burn spring. 
 
zhe gave up a single, followed by two quick outs and a double – an unearned run scoring when second 
baseman Javy Baez’s errant relay throw caromed off the runner’s helmet into left field. 
 
He retired the next batter on a fly ball. Morrow, who’s fastball reached the upper 90s, said his arm felt 
great and considered it a good first outing. 
 
Nose for the ball 
 
Center fielder Albert Almora Jr. was forced to leave the game with a bloody nose after cutting off that 
double in the gap, throwing to Baez and spinning to the ground – but not before his two-run homer 
highlighted a six-run Cubs first and then adding a leaping catch in the right-center gap after a long run to 
rob Chris Taylor of extra bases in the third. 
 
Almora was not seriously hurt. 
 
Friends and family plan 
 
With his own personal cheering section in town to watch him play, Javy Baez ripped a two-out, two-run 
double to left in the first and added a single to left in the third, going 2-for-3 with a stolen base. 
 



 

And the error. 
 
Ben there, done that 
 
Ben Zobrist made his first spring appearance after a sore back slowed his progress early in camp. 
 
He was hitless in three at-bats from the leadoff spot, including a groundout to open the Cubs’ first and 
strikeout to end it. 
 
“I’ve been champing at the bit since October,” he said. “All of us feel that way, and we’re excited to get 
the season going. … I feel great.” 
 
On deck: Cubs at Indians, Goodyear, Ariz., Jose Quintana vs. Trevor Bauer, 7:05 p.m. Wednesday, Ch. 9, 
cubs.com audio. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Tommy La Stella done with GM’s pants, parking spot … ‘For now’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. – Little-known fact about those khakis left for Tommy La Stella to wear during practice 
Monday after parking in general manager Jed Hoyer’s assigned parking spot: They were actually Hoyer’s 
pants. 
 
“Yeah, those were his pants I had to cut up,” said La Stella, who took scissors to the seat seam to give 
him enough room. 
 
La Stella had the khakis and a polo shirt waiting for him in his locker – instead of his practice uniform – 
Monday morning after spending the previous week parking in various front office officials’ spots. 
 
“I parked in Theodore’s spot first,” he said, of team president Theo Epstein. “He didn’t bat an eye, man. I 
heard nothing. Next day was Jed, and he said something, and it kind of rolled from there.” 
 
La Stella doesn’t claim to have a good reason for doing it, other than messing with the bosses. 
 
 “I was just goofing around,” he said. 
 
By Tuesday, he was back in the players’ section of the lot. 
 
“So everybody has their parking spots back today,” he said. 
 
“For now.” 
 
Meanwhile, $126 million newcomer Yu Darvish makes his Cubs debut against the Dodgers in a 2:05 p.m. 
Cactus League home game, and teammates say they’re looking forward to seeing him pitch. 
 
“He can take a hitter that thinks he’s hot and make him not very quickly,” said Ben Zobrist, who also is 
making his spring debut after a sore back slowed him early in camp. “It just adds fear to a lineup. If not 
fear, a lot of uncomfortability.” 
 



 

Kris Bryant: “Just a dominating pitcher. I’m glad I don’t have to face him. I’m glad he’s on our team.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Will Javy Baez finally rule at second base for Chicago Cubs? 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Could this be the year we witness an official changing of the guard, with Javier Baez taking over as the 
Cubs' everyday second baseman? 
 
The time seems right, and the conditions seem ripe. 
 
It's getting more difficult to keep Baez off the field, and he wasted no time showing why, making a pair 
of dazzling plays in one early spring game. 
 
Baez has his eyes on a couple of prizes. 
 
"Just to play, obviously hard," he said. "Try to be healthy the whole year again. Try to get that Gold 
Glove I want because a lot of people know me because of my defense. I just want to get a Gold Glove. 
 
"I played a lot last year. I had a lot of ABs and I had a great year. We didn't go as far, but just try to be a 
better team and try to win it (this) year." 
 
The 25-year-old is a force in the field, and he has played six positions in his young career. He seems to be 
getting there at the plate, as well. Last year, he put up a line of . 273/. 317/. 480 with 23 homers and 75 
RBI. He also walked only 30 times while piling up 144 strikeouts in 508 plate appearances. 
 
The Cubs would love to see Baez develop more plate discipline and get his on-base percentage higher. 
The OBP in 2016 was . 314. 
 
That will be a job for Baez and new hitting coach Chili Davis. 
 
"He's been great," Baez said. "He speaks great Spanish. He's not afraid to go to anyone and talk to them. 
He's like Joe (manager Maddon). Everything he says is positive." 
 
Last year, Baez played 80 games at second base and 73 at shortstop. If he has any competition for the 
second-base job, it comes from veteran Ben Zobrist, who saw action in 81 games at the position last 
year. 
 
But Zobrist, the MVP of the 2016 World Series, turns 37 in May, and he was slowed early in spring 
training with a tight back. He was on the disabled list last year from June 13-July 1 with left-wrist 
inflammation, and his offensive production took a deep dive. 
 
In 128 games, Zobrist had a line of . 232/. 318/. 375 with 12 homers and 50 RBI. In 2016, the line was 
. 272/. 386/. 446 with 18 homers and 76 RBI. Zobrist's line-drive percentage was down 6 percent last 
year, and his OPS-plus dropped from 121 in 2016 to 79 last year. 
 
Zobrist, like Baez, remains extremely versatile. In his career, he played all of the infield and outfield 
positions. 
 



 

It could be that his playing time is reduced significantly, but Maddon uses all of his players, and Zobrist 
could spell Baez at second base and fill in at each outfield position. 
 
The stats site fangraphs.com can see it both ways. 
 
"The beginning of the end of Ben Zobrist?" an author on the site writes. "One of baseball's most 
consistent, versatile, and durable players crumbled in 2017, casting long shadows on his future. 
 
"Despite entering his age-37 season, Zobrist retains one of baseball's most solid skill sets, with plus 
contact skills and plate discipline as well as modest power. Moreover, his 'decline' may have been fueled 
entirely by a balky wrist that bothered him prior to his mid-June disabled list stint … A healthy-wristed 
Zobrist could spit in Father Time's face." 
 
Ian Happ started 28 games at second base last year as a rookie, but he is seeing most of his time in the 
outfield this spring. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
The Yu Darvish Era begins with great expectations and more World Series questions   
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Yu Darvish is too professional, too accountable and too successful to turn this into a 
revenge tour. But for all the reasons the Cubs think Darvish is the right $126 million pitcher at the right 
time, that World Series meltdown is near the top of the list. 
 
“Obviously,” Brandon Morrow said, “you want to come back and show ‘em you got it and shove it up 
their ass.” 
 
Darvish and Morrow both pitched in that Game 7 loss at Dodger Stadium last November, leaving Los 
Angeles with unfinished business, knowing their return would be difficult, if not impossible, while 
Guggenheim Baseball Management tried to keep payroll beneath the $197 million luxury-tax threshold. 
 
That made it a great backdrop for the dawning of The Darvish Era on Tuesday afternoon at sold-out 
Sloan Park. 
 
Two iconic teams featured in the last two NLCS and expected to clash again in October. Dodger legend 
Tommy Lasorda sitting in the first row near the visiting dugout. Cubs president Theo Epstein watching 
from the scout seats behind home plate. Former MVP Kris Bryant looking down at the Japanese 
characters on his blue T-shirt that morning and asking reporters in the clubhouse: “What does this say?” 
 
Try Not to Suck. 
 
“I should have known,” Bryant said. 
 
That might not be a literal translation — and good luck interpreting all of manager Joe Maddon’s free-
association riffs — but Darvish is smart enough to figure it out. 
 
“A lot of freedom,” Darvish said through his translator, Daichi Sekizaki, when asked for his impressions 
of Camp Maddon. “Everyone’s happy here. I certainly feel comfortable being a Cub.” 
 



 

Wearing a blue No. 11 jersey and facing last year’s NLCS MVP, Darvish fired his first Cactus League pitch 
in a Cubs uniform to catcher Willson Contreras at 1:08 p.m. A Cubs PR official in the press box 
announced it was 75 degrees in Mesa and 36 degrees back in Chicago. Within eight minutes, Dodger 
leadoff guy Chris Taylor had walked, hustled to second base on a wild pitch, stolen third base and scored 
the only run off Darvish on another wild pitch. 
 
Darvish said he felt “a little bit of nerves” — better than the illness that pushed back his first scheduled 
start five days ago — and “a little scared” in that he didn’t want to hit any batters/good friends while re-
acclimating to game speed. 
 
Darvish threw some versions of his fastball, slider, curveball and changeup during a 9-5 win. He didn’t 
allow a hit in two innings, finishing with four strikeouts against two walks while reaching 95 mph on the 
radar gun. 
 
“Because I lost some weight during the offseason, I was worried about my velocity, but it was right up 
there,” said Darvish, who is almost three full years removed from Tommy John surgery on his right 
elbow and listed at 216 pounds in the media guide. 
 
Darvish estimated he lost 15 pounds. Why? 
 
“Because of what happened in the World Series,” Darvish said, showing the playful side of his 
personality. 
 
Darvish admitted that he honestly doesn’t know if he was tipping pitches against the Houston Astros 
(21.60 ERA). He credited the Astros for being a great team and acknowledged his game wasn’t at the 
highest level during the World Series. 
 
But Darvish did work on several issues during the offseason — “I tried various things to keep consistency 
or mix up pitches or throw from the same slot” — to at least address that possibility. 
 
“I’m sure that he’s used that as motivation,” said Morrow, the new closer who also debuted against his 
old team. “Moving on, I’m sure that he’s able to pull from six great years in the major leagues. Just two 
outings in the World Series isn’t going to change his mentality.” 
 
The Cubs believe Darvish is in the right state of mind and ready to work with their pitching infrastructure 
to highlight the stuff that has made him a four-time All-Star — without a 20-win season or any Cy Young 
Award votes since 2013 or a World Series ring. 
 
“He adds fear to the other team,” said Ben Zobrist, the 2016 World Series MVP known for his clutch 
hitting. “When you get a guy like that, it’s like, ‘Ah, now we got to deal with Darvish. We just dealt with 
[Jon] Lester and [Kyle] Hendricks.’ And then you’re throwing Darvish in there [as] one of the top 
strikeout guys in all of baseball. 
 
“He can take a hitter that thinks he’s hot and make him not very quickly, which I think can affect the 
whole rest of a series. Like I said, he just adds fear to an offensive lineup. If not fear, it’s a whole lot of 
[discomfort] up there, because there’s just nothing you can plan on: ‘Oh, I’m going to get this today and 
I’m going to take this kind of swing.’ 
 
“You never know what you’re going to get, because he can throw five different pitches in a bunch of 
different counts and the locations are [all over the place]. He can do a lot of things to make hitters 
uncomfortable, so I can see him creating a lot of havoc in an offensive approach.” 



 

 
The Cubs saw that up close last October, when Darvish beat Hendricks in Game 3 of the NLCS, allowing 
only one run across six-plus innings at Wrigley Field and looking like Lester, a big-moment, big-money 
ace. This isn’t exactly what Darvish had in mind, but when he informed Los Angeles manager Dave 
Roberts that he picked the Cubs, he also said he was going to beat the Dodgers. For a player the Cubs 
had at the top of their offseason wish list — but didn’t realistically expect to sign — that would be the 
Hollywood ending. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
What Tommy La Stella’s prank war with the front office says about the Cubs' culture   
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Imagine the kicker driving into the New England Patriots’ practice facility and parking in 
Bill Belichick’s spot. That only begins to explain the absurdity of Tommy La Stella starting a prank war 
against the Cubs’ front office by stealing parking spots. 
 
It’s roughly 40 steps from RESERVED spots 12 and 13 — where Cubs executives Theo Epstein and Jed 
Hoyer park a Range Rover SUV and a Tesla sedan — to the front doors of the Under Armour 
Performance Center in Mesa. 
 
It’s another universe from the summer of 2016, when La Stella refused to report to Triple-A Iowa and 
took some “me time” back home in New Jersey, an act of insubordination that probably would have 
gotten him released from the other 29 Major League Baseball franchises. 
 
But the Cubs vibrate on a different frequency, as manager Joe Maddon likes to say, so there was La 
Stella on Tuesday morning, hanging out at his locker and declaring a ceasefire that may or may not 
happen. 
 
“Theodore’s spot was first, just to see what would happen,” La Stella said. “He didn’t even bat an eye, 
man. I heard nothing. 
 
“And then the next day was Jed.” 
 
The bosses responded by leaving La Stella a striped polo shirt and a pair of Hoyer’s khakis to wear during 
Monday’s workout at the Sloan Park complex. 
 
“They were a little too tight,” La Stella said. “I took scissors to the back. I think my glutes are a little too 
big for the pants. It was definitely a little snug in the back. I’d like to blame it on my package, but that’s 
not true. It’s got to be my glutes.” 
 
Maddon doesn’t have a patent on wacky stunts in spring training. The Cubs aren’t the only team in 
Arizona fighting off the boredom and trying to break up the monotony. Every front office values 
clubhouse chemistry to a degree. 
 
But Epstein, Hoyer and Maddon allowing a left-handed pinch-hitter/backup infielder to take a sabbatical 
in the middle of a World Series season — without a family/medical emergency — and then earn a 
championship ring and be welcomed back like this says a lot about the team’s culture. 
 



 

“Can I explain all this?” Maddon said, launching into an answer that lasted almost three full minutes. 
“It’s our fourth year together. There’s a familiarity right now that’s been built and a camaraderie that’s 
been built. I mean this in the best possible way — that’s very comfortable. 
 
“Building relationships, trusting each other, an open exchange of ideas and then constructive criticism 
can flow — I think we’ve arrived at that point pretty much solidly this year. What it means is we do trust 
each other. 
 
“At this particular juncture, Tommy’s pretty much right there, spreading his wings a bit. He’s expressing 
something to the folks upstairs in a Tommy La Stella way. And the guys upstairs embraced it and then 
they retaliated, which I think is really healthy and good. Nothing was taken out of context or in the 
wrong way. You can’t just do that in the first or second year of cohabitating, so I love all of that. 
 
“It’s almost like you are at a university where there (are these) really free-flowing ideas coming from all 
kinds of different directions from different people and everybody’s listening to one another.” 
 
La Stella hadn’t heard about Jeff Baker and Reed Johnson, who once dressed up as Epstein and Hoyer for 
Dale Sveum’s “Super heroes” road trip in 2012, wearing golf shirts, khakis and employee ID badges. 
 
Baker pressed his cell phone to his ear. Johnson wore a wig on top of his bald head. At the ground floor 
of the rebuild, they looked at each other and correctly predicted: Dude, we’re so traded. 
 
“They always get the best parking spots,” La Stella said. “I thought it was trash, you know what I mean? 
No, I was just goofing around. Honestly, I didn’t think too much about it.” 
 
This energy certainly beats the going-through-the-motions vibe that could be felt in last year’s camp 
while the Cubs recovered from their World Series hangover. 
 
“Everybody has their parking spot today,” La Stella said. “For now.” 
 
La Stella — a Jersey wise guy who’s into meditation — fist bumped reporters at the end of a quick 
interview. A Chicago Sun-Times headline had already called this “one of the greatest comebacks in Cubs 
history.” La Stella appreciated the comeback from the front office. 
 
“It was awesome,” La Stella said. “That’s what it’s all about, man. Top to bottom, it’s cultivating that all-
together type of mindset. They’re as much a part of this as we are. We all kind of need to have that 
synergy.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Q&A with Jed Hoyer, Part I: 'The ball's coming out of his hand great' and other truths we create at spring 
training 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
Jon Greenberg: So it’s been a quiet camp so far. Just like you like it, right? 
 
Hoyer: So far. I think our goal in our current structure is not a lot of competitions in spring training. 
Having a roster you feel is relatively set is important. Obviously you have some competition, but you 
want guys to be able to get ready at the right pace. I think our guys are doing that. I think ultimately a 
relatively dull camp is a good camp. I love the way our guys are going about their business. I think 



 

there’s a nice focus here, but guys are going to get ready on the right schedule, not on a too-fast 
schedule based on competition. 
 
JG: What’s your favorite spring training trope, your favorite angle that comes up every year? 
 
Hoyer: “The ball’s coming out of his hand great.” That’s my favorite one, because I feel like we have 
pitchers and catchers here and we’re all so excited for baseball, you go out there, you watch the first 
couple bullpens, you sign a couple guys, the ball’s coming out of his hand great. That’s probably my 
favorite one. In some ways, our perspective is gone after a winter of not watching every day. We watch 
a couple bullpens and we get excited. I think that’s my favorite one. 
 
JG: Is “the ball coming off his bat great” second? 
 
Hoyer: Yeah, that’s pretty close. 
 
JG: I wanted to go up to Kyle Schwarber and say, “Have you lost weight? I haven’t heard about that.” 
 
Hoyer: Yeah, I know. That’s not an underreported story. 
 
JG: That’s probably making him feel a little self-conscious about his previous weight. 
 
Hoyer: I know. [laughs] I am proud of him. He went to great lengths to get in good shape. But I think at 
this point, it’s no longer a secret. 
 
JG: I’ve felt he’s an honest person and I’d never criticize him for any effort, because I feel like he gives as 
much as he can give. 
 
Hoyer: In some ways, I think if you can care too much, he cares too much. I think part of last year, it was 
the first time in his career he really struggled. And he just tried harder and tried harder, and I think you 
just dig yourself in a deeper and deeper hole. It’s a great attribute as a person. This is the same guy who 
came back after major knee surgery after six months and was in the World Series. 
 
JG: Coming back for that World Series might’ve ruined him last year, because it showed people he can 
do anything. 
 
Hoyer: But that’s who he is. He’s the kind of person who’s going to do anything for the team and 
anything to win. I do think when things went wrong last year, his way of trying to get out of it was work 
harder and harder. Sometimes you might have to take a step back and take a deep breath. 
 
JG: He told me once he gets to the park at 1 p.m. for a 7 p.m. game. 
 
Hoyer: I really do believe what Joe [Maddon] preaches. You’ve got to get away, you’ve got to let it 
breathe. Staring at the same four walls or watching more video and taking more swings — if you’re 
working on something in particular it can be a positive, but if you’re just there because you need to work 
more and work more, there’s definitely a point of diminishing returns. At some point, I always think to 
myself that your perfect day as a player should be everything is culminating in three hours of 
competition — or sadly these days, four hours of competition — but you want your day to kind of peak 
between 7 and 10. I think if you work too hard early, you don’t have quite as much for later. 
 
JG: Who’s the player you think embodies that attitude the most? In a good way. Embodies the fact you 
should peak at game time? 



 

 
Hoyer: I think [Anthony] Rizzo’s great about that. I think he knows what it takes him to get ready. He’s 
not going to sit there and pound balls in the cage. I think he has a lot of confidence in his natural ability. 
He works, but he gets the right amount of work done before he goes and competes. 
 
JG: This year we’re probably going to talk about you guys getting more rest in the offseason than the 
previous one. They were exhausted by the end. I thought Kris Bryant was going to pass out after the 
NLCS. 
 
Hoyer: Yeah, but part of the reason we were exhausted is we didn’t have the right focus coming into the 
season, I don’t think. We talk about a World Series hangover, but the focus and intensity wasn’t there 
from day 1. We were two games under .500 at the All-Star break. Give these guys credit, they did a 
fantastic job in the second half of turning it on, but I think there’s a price to be paid for sprinting for two 
months and having a brutal series against Washington. We got just plain beat by the Dodgers. Part of 
why we get beat is I don’t think we had anything left to give. They were fresh. They had stepped on the 
gas in the first half. They had the chance to be where we were in 2016, peaking at the right time. We 
were definitely not peaking at the right time. 
 
JG: After Game 5 of the NLDS, you guys looked so relieved and were celebrating and I thought you knew 
the next series was going to be trouble. 
 
Hoyer: Part of the relief was the way that game had gone. I need to go back and watch that at some 
point, hopefully with fast forward because it was so long. I need to go back and watch that game. It felt 
like three games in one and it was. All of our pitchers had to throw. Wade [Davis] had to bail us out at 
the end and we couldn’t get a run or two late in the game to put it away. We were sitting there waiting 
for them to come back on us. Give Wade credit, he made big pitches at the right time. We probably 
caught a big break with the replay overturn. 
 
JG: Have you ever looked back and see how the Braves and Yankees accomplished their streaks? I was 
talking about that with A.J. Pierzynski last year comparing you guys and the 2006 White Sox. He couldn’t 
believe those teams made the playoffs every year like that and with the Yankees’ World Series streak. 
 
Hoyer: They did it differently. The Yankees had an incredible core of players that were in there, year in 
and year out. [Andy] Pettite and [Mariano] Rivera, [Derek] Jeter and [Jorge] Posada, Bernie Williams. 
They had that core of players that continued to get better and better. When we were with the Red Sox, 
we kept thinking they were eventually going to start to age and it seemed like those guys were timeless. 
We’ll never, in the history of baseball, see a core group of players like that and stay together and have 
that kind of success. 
 
JG: But it wasn't even just having the talent to repeat, but surviving the wear and tear. What did they do 
differently to avoid hangovers? 
 
Hoyer: I will say, when you look back [the Yankees] had some absolutely brilliant regular seasons, but 
they also had some regular seasons where they probably experienced a little of what we did last year. 
The 2000 team, I think won 87 games. [Editor’s note: He’s correct.] 
 
I think they were just a brilliant playoff team and they had the ability to hit the gas at the right time, but 
it wasn’t like every one of their teams was the ’98 team. They did have some teams that had some ups 
and downs in the regular season, but once the playoffs came they were fantastic. 
 



 

JG: Is this a crossroads type of year? It’s been talked about how this is the second three years of Jon 
Lester’s contract. You guys let John Lackey and Jake Arrieta go. What kind of year do you see this as? 
 
Hoyer: I think for me, I look at the position playing group and when these guys came up in 2015, that 
was our farm system coming up to the big leagues. They were all young and competing while learning in 
the big leagues. Now, even though they’re all still young, they’re getting toward that prime age. I feel 
like if you want to talk about a crossroads, there are a lot of players who have another gear in their 
game, have another level to get to. I think we’re getting to that point where a lot of guys have three 
years in the big leagues, they’ve had their ups and they’ve had their downs and part of why guys peak at 
26, 27 and 28, it’s like that crossroads of experience and physical talent, you know? And I think we’re 
getting to that place. That’s what excites me about this team. I think we’re getting to that place where 
this core group of position players are getting into their prime years. 
 
JG: You think some of the young guys were relieved not to get moved? Theo [Epstein] kind of started 
that at the end-of-season press conference when he was so honest about possibly trading someone for 
pitching. 
 
Hoyer: It was honest. He was being honest. We have a lot of young position players and we needed to 
add pitching and we knew teams were coming after our guys. Theo was just being honest. But I hope 
they’re relieved. We want guys to want to be here and I think they do. The way our offense is set up, 
guys are going to split time more than elsewhere. But I really believe that’s for the greater good. They’re 
going to stay rested, they’re going to have good matchups, they’re going to get plenty of playing time. 
 
But I think they’re going to have to give a little bit more to the team than maybe they would in a 
different scenario. But I think all of our guys see that as a positive. They’d rather be part of a winning 
culture or winning organization than necessarily go somewhere else where they know they’re going to 
be in the lineup every single day. I don’t envy Joe. I think Joe’s got a challenging job this year with the 
position players, making sure guys stay rested but also making sure guys stay happy and stay focused 
with the amount of playing time they’re getting. 
 
 
There was a school of thought that the Cubs would deal shortstop Addison Russell for pitching this past 
offseason and move Javier Baez to shortstop. But the Cubs didn't need to make a deal and both will start 
in the infield. (Jason Getz/USA TODAY Sports) 
JG: You have to give these younger guys a chance to fail, but at the same time you’re trying to win as 
many games as you can and get the matchups you want. How difficult is that? 
 
Hoyer: One of the things when you’re rebuilding, you have the opportunity to give and you can let a guy, 
you can let Anthony Rizzo struggle against lefties. In, I think 2013, he really struggled against lefties. 
[Editor's note: Rizzo slashed .169/.304/.273 in 216 plate appearances against lefties in 2013, compared 
to .252/.352/.454 in 474 plate appearances against righties.] You can throw him out there. We didn’t 
platoon him, we just let him play. That really helped him. He figured it out, he made some adjustments 
and now he’s really good against lefties. It’s hard to do that when you’re a team that’s totally focused on 
winning the division and winning as many games as possible. It’s harder when those guys have struggles 
to give guys that opportunity. I think that’s the struggle Theo and I have all the time, talking to Joe about 
it. There’s a balance. You still have to give those opportunities. You can’t run away from that as an 
organization. But you’re lying if you say you can do it as much as when we let Rizzo go through those 
struggles. 
 
JG: How are the new coaches working? These weren’t accidental hires. These were guys you wanted and 
were willing to move guys you might not have moved otherwise, right? 



 

 
Hoyer: Absolutely. Going back to our conversation about guys entering their prime, entering that second 
phase after having three years in the big leagues, for most of these guys, we really felt like having a 
different voice, having some positive friction, will benefit our team. I think Gary Jones, John Mallee and 
[Chris] Bosio, they added a ton to this organization. But we felt like it was the right time for some of 
these guys to have a different message and I think when it came to the offense, I think we did a lot of 
things really well the last couple years, but I did feel like some of our situational hitting tailed off and we 
really wanted to focus on being a tough lineup to pitch to; focus on passing the baton to the next guy 
and really being a team offense. There were times we got away from that last year, where we felt like 
we [were] sitting around waiting for the homer and not doing a good job cashing in runs when we had a 
chance to cash in runs. We also felt like our base running and frankly, our defense tailed off a little last 
year and we really wanted to re-energize that. I think bringing in a guy like Brian Butterfield — who’s got 
a great way about him, so upbeat, so vocal and his reputation is so good working with fundamentals 
with infielders and working on baserunning — we just felt like he was a perfect fit for some of the things 
we felt like we lacked last year. 
 
JG: In 2016, there was almost a sense of invincibility with the Cubs. You could see the success coming 
and it was expected. Last year, I didn’t know what was going to happen day in and day out. 
 
Hoyer: I think that goes back to the focus. I think in 2016 you come out and go 25-6 to start the year. We 
had one lull in the middle of the season. Otherwise you look at that whole season and take away that 
20-game stretch, we played clean baseball the whole year. Our defense was amazing that year. It felt 
like our pitching and defense was the backbone of the team every night. You knew you were going to 
get a great start, you know you were going to play great defense. We scored enough runs to win those 
games, but it was such a focused, clean game, night after night. From a fan’s standpoint it’s just a joy to 
watch that. 
 
We weren’t that way last year. We weren’t as clean defensively. We didn’t throw as many strikes from a 
pitching standpoint. We were still very good at those things, but not the same night-in-and-night-out 
way we were in 2016. And obviously when you’re talking about putting the staff this year compared to 
2016, I mean I think we have a great pitching staff this year, but to hold anyone to that standard, it’s a 
historically good standard and I think sometimes we have to remember what we were watching was 
historically good from a run prevention standpoint in 2016. I do attribute a lot of that to the incredible 
focus those guys had. “We’re going to do something special as a group. We’re going to be the team that 
wins a World Series for Chicago.” Having that focus night in, night out, it showed. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Q&A with Jed Hoyer, Part II: Loving the Chili Davis effect, hating the word 'tanking' and missing Eloy 
Jimenez 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
Jon Greenberg: I remember talking to Jon Lester early last season and he said, “You can’t compare us to 
2016. That was history.” That shouldn’t be the bar. I’m sure that was in some of these guys’ heads last 
year. That was the bar. 
 
Hoyer: Yeah, and that’s what I mean when we compare these pitching staffs. What we watched from a 
run prevention standpoint in 2016, we’re probably not going to see again. At some point we’re probably 
going to have to accept the fact we can get close, but that was a team incredibly focused on doing 
something monumental and we were really healthy. 



 

 
JG: I respect John Mallee and think he did a really good job, but what does Chili Davis bring to the job 
that John doesn’t? Is it his philosophy? 
 
Hoyer: I think John is a fantastic hitting coach. He’s going to do great things in Philadelphia. A big part of 
our hitters’ maturation was because of John and his hard work. I don’t have a negative thing to say 
about John. I think he’s terrific. I think what Chili brings as a hitting coach that’s different from John, to a 
certain extent, this is a guy that had an incredible career, almost a 20-year career as a switch-hitter in 
the big leagues. His gravitas is remarkable. His connections with hitters is remarkable. His ability to talk 
through an at-bat or a game from a strategic standpoint — “Here’s how to compete with this pitcher. 
Here’s what we need to do in this situation.” — I think is probably unrivaled. Our guys have developed 
the physical skills both before they got to the big leagues and then working with John Mallee. They’ve 
developed these things, but I think the next gear for us, the next step, is that complete team offense. 
That ability as a young veteran to think through your at-bats and learn from what happened before, I 
think Chili is going to bring that maturity that he had as a hitter. I think he’ll help instill that in our guys. 
 
JG: Back to favorite spring training tropes. Which one do you like better: “Who’s the leadoff hitter?” or 
“Who’s the leader?” What’s your favorite? 
 
Hoyer: It’s funny. We were talking about this, about David Ross. I think everyone is kind of waiting for 
the next David Ross to emerge. I always tell people when David Ross happened, it was the right person, 
but just as much it was the right time. When David Ross came in here with Lester and at the time, all of 
our younger guys started breaking into the big leagues, they’re 21, 22, 23 years old. So at that moment 
in time, David was the perfect guy to help take those young guys under his wing. He was willing to do it. 
It’s different now. If David Ross came onto this team right now, he’d be coming into this team of young 
veterans that have won a World Series already. At that time, they were all ears, they were blank slates 
from a major league standpoint. That wouldn’t happen now. 
 
We can’t wait around for that to happen again. That’s not going to happen again. It’s organic. A team 
doesn’t have to have one leader. It can have a bunch of different leaders. I think we have a bunch of 
guys who want to add that part of their game. [Anthony] Rizzo is certainly going to take a bigger 
leadership role. But I think there’s a bunch of other guys that, as well, have real leadership skills that will 
emerge. It’s not going to be one guy the way we kind of think about it in ’15 or ’16. 
 
JG: Do you think Rizzo wants that role, though? I think he likes the idea of it, but he’s still young. I don’t 
know if he wants the responsibility of it every day. 
 
Hoyer: I think he wants to set a great example. I think he really wants to win. But also this guy is playing 
every single day and I think you know a guy like David, he knew that four out of the five days he wasn’t 
playing. He knew his role was different. It wasn’t just to be on the bench, it was to lead in different 
ways. That’s what I mean, I think we’ll have a number of guys. 
 
The way our team has come up through the minor leagues and has had success, we shouldn’t need to 
have one guy. A bunch of guys setting the right example is great. I think that I don’t want to start listing 
off the other guys besides Rizzo that can do that because there’s so many of them, I don’t want to short-
change anyone. You start listing [Jason] Heyward and [Kyle] Schwarber and Ian Happ and [Willson] 
Contreras, you start listing off all these guys, there’s so many guys on our team that have some 
leadership ability, I think it’d be a disservice. I haven’t even mentioned pitchers. There’s a whole other 
ecosystem that’s important. Wade Davis came over last year and he was a real big leader in the bullpen. 
We have a lot of new relievers and I think some guys will take on leadership roles in that group. 
 



 

JG: I wrote a column on Wade last year and didn’t realize what an inspiration he was to guys like Justin 
Grimm.  
 
Hoyer: He was one of my favorite guys to watch go about his business because he took his role 
incredibly seriously. There was a ton of thought behind what he did and he was really great about 
sharing that with the guys in the bullpen. When guy after guy comes into you and says, “Wade had a 
huge impact on me this year, my preparation or my mindset,”… just a really thoughtful, intelligent guy 
who’s a great competitor. We only had him for a year, but in that year, he had a really big impact on a 
lot of people. I couldn’t think more highly of that guy as a competitor. 
 
JG: The debate of the offseason, and I talked about it with Theo [Epstein] earlier, is the slow free agent 
market. It’s kind of weird Jake Arrieta is still out there. 
 
Hoyer: This whole offseason has kind of shifted our mentality back. It seemed like with the exception of 
[Tyler] Chatwood, for the most part, December was a dead month. Even January. In some ways, I look at 
the way this offseason has played out, we almost have to readjust our timelines. There’s a ton of free 
agents still out there. So maybe this isn’t late yet. Maybe this is… 
 
JG: The new normal? 
 
Hoyer: I hope not. I’ve said this before, I hope we get back to the timing of the offseason. I think the idea 
of having this offseason that stretches from the day after the World Series until the middle of spring 
training or even into the regular season, I don’t think that’s good for the players or the front offices or 
the agents. That’s not a great dynamic. Hopefully we get back to more November, December being 
really busy. 
 
JG: When we were writing those stories, no one could say the Cubs didn’t improve in the offseason, 
even before you signed [Yu] Darvish. 
 
Hoyer: No, we were really focused this winter. We wanted to add starting pitching, starting pitching 
depth, quantity and quality. We wanted to add relievers who throw strikes. I think we did that. It’ll play 
out over the rest of the season, so it’s too early to say. We were successful in our goal, what we wanted 
to acquire. Whether we’re successful in the field, that remains to be seen. But that was our focus and 
we’re fortunate. We’ve got a good core of players, ownership that’s committed and a great fan base. It's 
an exciting time to be a Cub right now and we were able to convince some players that was the case. 
 
JG: Is it a good thing that you're not the favorites going into the season? Like the Astros are “World 
Series or bust” right now. Do you believe in “World Series or bust?” 
 
Hoyer: I don’t. When I was in Boston, I’d watch the Yankees back then. When I was with the Red Sox, 
they were kind of coming off their…they won four and almost won the fifth in '01, it was sort of that 
Steinbrenner “World Series or bust” mentality. I remember thinking to myself that's a really unenjoyable 
way to go through a season. It’s baseball. So many things happen. That particular group of players made 
it look easy, they did win a bunch of World Series, but no one else has been able to do that really since 
the early '70s A’s as far as winning. I guess the Giants did, but in a different way. 
 
So I feel like to go through a whole summer and say it’s “World Series or bust,” I think it’s a hard way to 
go through an entire summer or entire fall. I think every single season, especially if you’re in this part of 
the winning cycle that we’re in, you want to win a World Series. I don’t think there’s anyone that isn’t 
devastated at the end of the season if you’re not that team that wins. But at the same time I feel like 



 

there’s an appreciation for how difficult it is to win a World Series. Everything has to come together 
perfectly. You have to get some breaks. That’s not going to happen every single year. 
 
But as I think we talked about when we got here, I think you’ve got to try to put yourself in a position 
where every year that can happen, knowing it won’t happen every single year. 
 
JG: Everyone is talking about tanking in the NBA. It’s shifted from baseball to basketball. But there's 
always teams that do this.  
 
Hoyer: I struggle to talk about tanking because a., I hate the term. But I struggle with it because every 
team has to decide what the best strategy is to get to a place they can win a title. And you know we 
decided what our strategy was and we tried to execute it. The Astros decided on their strategy and 
executed it. But there's plenty of other strategies. The Yankees were able to really put together a great 
team. They had one year where they made a bunch of trades and they’ve done a great job with their 
farm system. The Cardinals have been really consistently excellent. 
 
There’s so many ways to build a championship organization. I don’t think it is one size fits all on how to 
rebuild. I think some teams can rebuild and still be good, based on the talent they have at the moment. 
If you have an aging roster and a farm system that doesn’t have enough talent to compete, you might 
have to take a few more years to rebuild than a team that has some really excellent core players and 
maybe they can speed that process up a little bit. I just think painting everything with the same brush is 
wrong. I think every team has to have a strategic process to get them to a place to win. Undermining 
their process by just calling it tanking or whatever I just think it’s not really fair to the group of people 
that are trying ultimately to get to a place where they can win. 
 
JG: It won’t happen, but it would be interesting if the NBA had a real minor league system rather than 
the college system serving as it. 
 
Hoyer: The NBA is so difficult because it’s really almost impossible to win a title without a top seven, 10 
player in the game. Now you need multiple ones. So much of what happens in the NBA is focused on 
“How do we acquire that? How do we get a Kevin Durant or Russell Westbrook or LeBron James?” 
You’re trying to draft that kind of player. Baseball’s different that way. Obviously you need star players. 
Teams that win titles have star players on them, but at the same time star players in baseball do come 
from a lot of different places. 
 
JG: Heyward and [Ben] Zobrist were your big free agent acquisitions a couple years ago. Now Zobrist is 
probably going to play a part-time utility role and there are a lot of questions about Heyward based on 
the seasons he's had. What can you expect from them? 
 
Hoyer: Well, I think with Jason, he’s won two Gold Gloves for us. I think he’s certainly been a significant 
part of the last two years. I don’t think either of those seasons offensively were what he was hoping for. 
I know he’s worked hard in the offseason and hopefully he can get back to that. 
 
Ben was fantastic for us in 2016, World Series MVP. Even if you take that away, he was such an 
incredibly critical part of what we became offensively. We talked about how we had to grind out at-bats 
after 2015, when we struck out a ton, and get on base more. He was right there for us. That amazing 
start we got off to in 2016, he fueled that offensively. His at-bats in the postseason were so mature. 
 
He had a huge moment in every series from an offense standpoint. You look at that double in Game 4 
[of the NLDS], that was really the big hit of that rally. The bunt in Game 4 against the Dodgers was such a 
smart veteran play. When we were struggling and couldn’t get anything going offensively, it really 



 

sparked us. Obviously the hit to win Game 7 [of the World Series]. Last year, this guy came off winning 
back-to-back World Series with different teams. I think that he was probably mentally and physically 
exhausted. I know he worked really hard this offseason. He started right away and he felt great. I’m 
disappointed for him because his back has been bothering him [he played his first game of the spring on 
March 6]. But I think once he gets back on the field, you’re going to see a really refreshed Ben Zobrist.  
 
JG: When Eloy Jimenez comes up, are you going to buy your kids Eloy shirseys? (Editor's note: Hoyer is 
known in the front office for his love of Jimenez.) 
 
Hoyer: He’s a great kid. I mean I think when you make trades like that, with guys you sign who you really 
care for and have a lot of talent, it is difficult. We love having Q [Jose Quintana] here. He’s a great 
teammate, a great competitor. I think the way he goes about his business is really impressive. I think 
he’s going to have a great year for us. We always talk about it: pitching is expensive. Pitching is 
expensive in free agency and pitching is expensive in trade, when you’re getting high-quality pitching 
like Q. Listen, trading a guy like Eloy is incredibly difficult. Yeah he’s a great kid. The South Side is really 
going to enjoy watching him. 
 
JG: Is Theo going to put his stats on your desk every day when he comes up? 
 
Hoyer: (Laughs) 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Over time, Yu became perfect fit for Cubs 
By Joe Posnanski 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Theo Epstein readily admits that the whole Yu Darvish thing was pretty unexpected. Let's 
go back to the beginning of the offseason: Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer and everyone else 
with the Cubs agreed that it was time to reinvigorate Chicago's pitching staff. 
 
That is to say, they wanted to add "stuff." 
 
What is stuff? It's such a baffling term that The New York Times did a whole story trying to come up with 
a definition, but Merriam-Webster does a pretty good job: "the movement of a baseball pitch out of its 
apparent line of flight; the liveliness of a pitch." Velocity plays a role in stuff, too. The Cubs' pitching has 
been very effective; they have baseball's second-lowest ERA over the last three years (behind only the 
Dodgers) and have been to three consecutive National League Championship Series -- but Epstein could 
see that the team was falling behind in pure pitching nastiness. 
 
"We've been pitching with more or less average stuff," says Epstein, the Cubs' president of baseball 
operations. "Because we have been executing -- command, good defense all those things -- we have 
been successful. But as stuff across the industry tends to get better and better each year, I don't think 
you want to fall too far behind the industry." 
 
So the plan was to add more than one pitcher who could infuse the staff with strikeout stuff. Darvish, of 
course, has electric stuff, but Epstein thought he was likely to be so expensive that the Cubs would have 
trouble adding other pitchers without trading core players, something he absolutely didn't want to do. 
So when Darvish's people first approached the Cubs, Epstein said he was willing to talk, but "honestly, 
it's probably not a fit." 
 



 

Beyond that, the Cubs -- like every team out there -- needed to know more. They saw how Darvish has 
dealt with injuries and inconsistency, and no one missed the fact that he had two disastrous starts for 
the Dodgers in the World Series. One of the biggest questions of the offseason was: How much should 
two bad starts at the wrong time matter when signing a pitcher? Was it a fluke? Was it a dangerous 
sign? 
 
Epstein and the Cubs decided to wait before forming any opinions at all. 
 
"'We have a lot of pitching needs we need to address this winter, and before we can even entertain 
signing him, I need to learn a lot more about the guy,'" Epstein says he told Darvish's agent. "And he 
said, 'Well, that's good because he's not going to sign with anyone until he spends a lot of time with 
them and learns all about the organization.' That was intriguing." 
 
The more the Cubs talked with Darvish -- who insisted on speaking English without a translator for their 
initial 3 1/2-hour talk -- the more intrigued they became. 
 
"He was open with us," Epstein says. "He was very open with how -- and I found this very interesting -- 
for the first years of his Major League career he wasn't all that interested in the team. Everyone would 
do that, 'Rah Rah, we're going to win the World Series,' speech from the first day of Spring Training, and 
he admits it didn't resonate with him. He didn't get it. He was like, 'I didn't dream of winning the World 
Series. I didn't grow up dreaming [of] getting to the World Series.'" 
 
Instead, Darvish explained, he worried about representing a country, about representing all those 
people in Japan who were counting on him. He had taken a big chance coming to the United States in 
2012. Think of the daily pressure -- by the time Darvish came, Ichiro Suzuki was already declining, 
Daisuke Matsuzaka was just struggling to stay in the big leagues and Hideki Matsui was in his last 
season. The spotlight of a baseball-mad nation was entirely on Darvish, and it was a white-hot spotlight. 
 
"And so, he's like, 'I better strike guys out, I better put up numbers, I better be stamped as a success,'" 
Epstein says. "I think all of us would do the same in that position." 
 
Darvish was stamped as a success. He led the Major Leagues in strikeouts in his second season with the 
Rangers in 2013. He has made the All-Star team in four of his five big league seasons. But was he as good 
of a pitcher as he can be? He told the Cubs that last year was eye opening for him. He had been part of 
some playoff-bound Rangers teams, but the Dodgers atmosphere felt a little bit different to him, maybe 
because they went all the way to the World Series. He loved the way the clubhouse supported each 
other. He grew close to Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw. 
 
And then came the World Series and his dismal performances -- and while he felt terrible for letting 
down his team, he also felt his whole attitude about baseball change. He changed his diet. He changed 
his workout routine. He was uninterested in taking the most money. He sought out a team that would 
have a great chance of winning. 
 
"Ultimately, failing the way he did," Epstein says, "he is now at a point where he's dedicating the rest of 
his career to winning a World Series and being a significant part of a championship team. He's at a really 
stable time in his life -- he has a wife, kids, they have a home in Dallas, he just seems really healthy." 
 
The Cubs paid Darvish $126 million for six years -- a bit less, perhaps, than some of the early projections, 
but it's a healthy investment. Epstein admits that whenever you make this big of an investment -- this 
big of a gamble, really -- you want to find as many reasons as possible that it will work. So he doesn't 
deny that he might be looking at the bright side. But he believes. 



 

 
"I've been so impressed by how deeply he thinks about things," Epstein says. "He's an intellectual, really. 
You might say that's part of what can hold someone back, but I think he has always had so many things 
going for him. And now he really wants to win. 
 
"There is nobody physically more talented in baseball. Nobody. Now, if his mental capabilities match his 
physical capabilities ... there's just no telling how good he can be. It sure seems like a lot of things are 
coming together for him. So let's just say, I'm happy. I think we're getting Yu Darvish at a very good 
time." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
'Ready to rock': Zobrist makes spring debut 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Ben Zobrist made his spring debut for the Cubs on Tuesday and went 0-for-3. It's a first 
step. 
 
Zobrist, who had been slowed because of soreness in his back, batted leadoff and is one of at least four 
candidates for the No. 1 spot in the Cubs' lineup. 
 
"When I first saw him when he came to camp, I have not seen him look this good in a long time," 
manager Joe Maddon said of the 36-year-old infielder/outfielder. "I think he's got his mental edge back. 
Two consecutive trips to the World Series as a winner is not easy to do and then almost again last year. I 
think he's been refreshed. 
 
"I think he's ready to rock and roll, and I think you'll see a younger mental version of Zo." 
 
 
 
Maddon has experimented with four players in the leadoff spot this spring. So far, Jason Heyward is 1-
for-6 in two games batting leadoff, Albert Almora Jr. is 0-for-7 in three games there and Ian Happ is 8-
for-17 with four homers, two doubles and seven RBIs in six games in the No. 1 spot. 
 
"[Happ] could be hitting ninth and he'd be doing the same thing," Maddon said. "He's just motivated. 
He's done a great job there because he's hit home runs. You're normally looking at getting on base, 
seeing pitches -- that's the more attractive thing. 
 
"For the most part, he's gotten off to a great start and the ball's going out of the yard. He looks good at 
the plate, he's not missing his pitch, he's running well and his defense has been good too." 
 
• Brandon Morrow made his Cubs debut Tuesday in a 9-5 win over his former team, the Dodgers, in 
front of a sellout crowd at Sloan Park. Morrow gave up one unearned run on two hits in one inning. 
 
The Cubs scored six runs in the first inning on RBI singles by Willson Contreras and Addison Russell, a 
two-run double by Javier Baez and a two-run homer by Almora. Almora also robbed Chris Taylor of a 
potential hit with a tumbling catch in the third. 
 
• For the record, Cubs infielder Tommy La Stella did not take one of the parking spaces reserved for the 
front office Tuesday. 



 

 
"Everybody's got their parking spots today -- for now," La Stella said. 
 
La Stella has been parking his rental car in one of the spaces reserved for the Cubs front office and on 
Monday, general manager Jed Hoyer got some revenge by hiding the infielder's uniform. La Stella ended 
up wearing a front-office type outfit -- khakis and a striped polo shirt -- during the morning stretch and 
drills. 
 
La Stella started his parking manuevering this spring by taking president of baseball operations Theo 
Epstein's spot. He wanted to see what happened, and each day, La Stella would switch. 
 
"They always get the best parking spots," La Stella said. 
 
• Lefty Mike Montgomery will get a start in one of the Cubs' upcoming split-squad games. The Cubs have 
split-squad games Saturday against the White Sox and the Dodgers and then March 13 against the 
Padres and Giants. Montgomery was an option for the rotation but that was before the team signed Yu 
Darvish in February. 
 
• Injury updates: Reliever Pedro Strop, who has been out with a sore left calf, threw a bullpen session 
Tuesday and could pitch in a game this weekend. 
 
• Up next: Jose Quintana will make his second Cubs start Wednesday in a night game against the Indians 
in Goodyear. The lefty was 7-3 with a 3.74 ERA in 14 starts for the Cubs last season. The game will be 
broadcast on MLB.TV and MLB Network, starting at 7:05 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Darvish shakes off nerves in first Cubs start 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Yu Darvish admitted he was a little nervous in his Cubs debut Tuesday, but the right-
hander settled down after a rough first inning and his teammates are ecstatic to have him on their side. 
 
The last time the Cubs saw Darvish in action was Game 3 of the National League Championship Series 
when he held them to one run on one hit -- Kyle Schwarber's home run -- over 6 1/3 innings. 
 
"His stuff is sharp, it moves, he throws hard," Chicago's Kris Bryant said. "You have to stay on the 
fastball. His breaking stuff is really sharp and any time you have a pitcher who is going to throw a loopy 
curve in there, it's not a comfortable at-bat." 
 
On Tuesday, Darvish gave up one run on two walks and struck out four over two innings in the Cubs' 9-5 
victory over the Dodgers. He walked Chris Taylor to start the game, and Taylor advanced on a wild pitch, 
stole third and then scored on a wild pitch. Darvish did strike out the side and struck out another batter 
to end the second. 
 
He threw his fastball, slider, curveball and changeup and said it wasn't strange facing his former 
teammates. 
 
"Everyone is great, each one of them," he said of the Dodgers through interpreter Daichi Sekizaki. "I just 
have a little feeling for them. It's Spring Training, and I don't want to hit any of their players." 



 

 
Darvish had not pitched since Game 7 of the World Series, Nov. 1 against the Astros. He lasted 1 2/3 
innings at that time, giving up four earned runs. There was talk after the Series that the right-hander was 
tipping his pitches. 
 
"It's an easy thing to talk about and an easy finger to point the blame at," Cubs manager Joe Maddon 
said. "Honestly, at this point I'm not overtly concerned. We've done our due diligence. Without tipping 
my hand, from what I'm hearing there are other reasons [the rough outings] may have occurred. I think 
in an organic way he'll be able to conceal his pitches better now. I think that's where we're going with 
this." 
 
Darvish was aware of the claims and admitted he tried different things this offseason. He also tipped his 
cap to the Astros. 
 
"Obviously, the Astros are a great, strong team," Darvish said. "I don't know if they knew my pitches. 
They could be a good strong team. I think it's part of me not being at the top level in the World Series." 
 
This offseason, he lost 15 pounds and said Tuesday it was because of the World Series. The stadium 
radar gun flashed 95 mph for his fastball, so he looked strong. 
 
What does Darvish bring to the Cubs? 
 
"I think he adds fear to the other team," Ben Zobrist said. "I think when you get a guy like that, it's like, 
'Oh, we've got to deal with Darvish? We just dealt with [Jon] Lester and [Kyle] Hendricks and then you 
throw Darvish in there and he's one of the top strikeout guys in all of baseball.' 
 
"He can take a hitter who thinks he's hot and make him not very quickly. I think he adds fear to an 
offensive lineup, and if not fear, it's a whole lot of uncomfortability up there. There's nothing you can 
plan on -- 'Oh, I'm going to get this today and I'm going to take this kind of swing.' You never know what 
you're going to get. He can throw five different pitches in a bunch of different counts. He can throw 
them all. ... He can create a lot of havoc in an offensive approach." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Q&A: Cubs right-hander Thomas Hatch 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- As part of MLB Pipeline's visit to all 30 Spring Training camps, we'll sit down with 
prospects and get to know them a little better. At Cubs camp, it was No. 7 prospect Thomas Hatch. 
 
The Cubs selected Hatch in the third-round of the 2016 Draft, but promptly shut him down, citing his 
heavy workload in college. The right-hander made his professional debut in 2017 and posted a 4.04 ERA 
with Class A Advanced Myrtle Beach. The Cubs had him improve his arsenal, working on a changeup and 
adding a four-seamer after he relied heavily on a two-seamer and a slider in college. 
 
MLB Pipeline: Because of your college workload, the Cubs shut you down after the Draft in 2016. Making 
your debut in full-season ball can be a challenge. What was 2017 like for you? 
 
Hatch:  It was a tough in a way that I was thrown into the fire. I didn't know what to expect competition-
wise. You go in with no experience. I was a little overconfident, I feel like, and I was humbled quick 



 

because that's how the game is. I felt like I made some good adjustments and finished the season strong 
and had a good month in the middle of the season. 
 
MLB Pipeline: You were tasked with working on a four-seamer and refining your changeup last season. 
What is your confidence level with those pitches now? 
 
Hatch: We saw that most guys, especially lefties, kind of ran into my two-seam, and the four-seam kind 
of kept them off [balance]. Also, it's a little bit easier to command the four-seam, especially glove side. 
That definitely added to the repertoire. Now the thing is going to the other side of the plate with both. 
Typically, I would go arm side with the two-seam and glove side with four-seam, and now we need to 
flip that. With the changeup, lefties had a little bit of success against me last year, so continuing to 
develop that will be huge, especially getting into the upper levels. 
 
MLB Pipeline: Compare the first half to second half? You had a great June. 
 
Hatch: When it's going good, it's going good, and there's not much to think about, and then you're going 
through struggles, and all of a sudden you start thinking about it again. Sometimes it's just part of 
baseball. The first part of that year was mainly getting adjusted and getting comfortable. I felt the more I 
went on, I got better. I had a little bit of a struggle at the beginning of the second half. I felt I finished the 
year strong and made some adjsutments. 
 
MLB Pipeline: Numbers went down a bit during second half. Did you tire any since it was your first full 
season? 
 
Hatch: I really didn't. I felt great at the end of the year. The second half, I could only go five innings [in 
each start], no matter what my pitch count was. Obviously, with my arm history, they want to keep me 
healthy. That was the main concern. I know they were happy with the workload. 
 
MLB Pipeline: Now knowing what a full season is like, how did you approach this offseason? Any 
different than past offseasons? 
 
Hatch: Yeah. I took classes, and I was able to hang out in Stillwater [Oklahoma] and work out there. I've 
got 15 hours more [to finish his degree in finance]. It was definitely different. The concern is staying 
healthy, so the arm health aspect is definitely an area of not concern, but focus as well as getting my 
body strong so I can go 130 innings. 
 
MLB Pipeline: How beneficial has Spring Training been, getting to be around the veterans? What's been 
the biggest thing you've learned so far? 
 
Hatch: Just to be around the guys and see how they go about their business, that was the goal. 
Obviously, I'm not going to make the team out of camp. Just to see how they go about it and take it to 
wherever I end up and see the adjustments they make in-game and see what they're thinking about out 
there, too. Growing up, you're not around them and you see them as kind of superstars and it kind of 
humanizes it. They make mistakes, too. It's just how they adjust and how quickly they get to those 
adjustements. 
 
MLB Pipeline: Your locker is between Yu Darvish and Kyle Hendricks -- that's good company. 
 
Hatch: It's two studs. They're both kind of quiet guys, but both very diligent in their work. I can watch 
and from time to time, I'll pick their brains, too. 
 



 

 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Yu Darvish shows range in debut for Cubs, clocks 95 on fastball 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- After throwing two innings against his former team on Tuesday, Chicago Cubs right-
hander Yu Darvish was pleased with his velocity. He clocked 95 mph on several fastballs as he struck out 
four and walked two while giving up one run. 
 
"Because I lost some weight in the offseason, I was worried about my velocity, but it was right up there," 
Darvish said through his interpreter after his spring debut. "I'm glad it's 95 mph." 
 
Darvish varied his speeds against the Los Angeles Dodgers from 95 mph all the way down to 73 mph as 
he said he used four pitches in his first game since the World Series last fall: fastballs, curves, sliders and 
changeups. Both his walks came in the first inning, as did two wild pitches -- though in between he 
struck out the side. He retired the Dodgers in order in his second inning of work. 
 
"It's the first time [this spring] facing batters in the stadium, so I was a little scared, but that's how I feel 
every season," Darvish said. 
 
Darvish said he wanted to make sure he didn't hit any of his former teammates, while Cubs closer 
Brandon Morrow also indicated he backed off a little in his first appearance this spring. Both he and 
Darvish pitched in Game 7 of the World Series for Los Angeles last season. On Tuesday, Morrow threw 
an inning, giving up two hits. 
 
"Did everything I wanted to do," Morrow said afterward. "I was 95/98 mph without really trying to step 
on the gas. That's a good sign." 
 
Cubs infielder/outfielder Ben Zobrist also made his spring debut after dealing with a back issue in camp. 
He went 0-for-3. But it was Darvish who got the most attention. 
 
The Cubs signed him to a six-year, $126 million deal after he struggled in the World Series. Questions 
about tipping pitches in Game 7 followed him throughout the offseason, and considering the opponent 
on Tuesday, it came up again. He was asked if it was something he was working on. 
 
"As we get closer to the season opening, I'll think about that," Darvish said. 
 
He maintains whether he was tipping or not, he didn't execute and got beat by a good team. 
 
Darvish was then asked why he lost all that weight during the winter. 
 
"Because of what happened in the World Series," he responded. 
 
He's slated to pitch for the Cubs in Game 3 opening week, against the Marlins. 
 
-- 
 
 


