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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1982-Frank Robinson is elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, receiving 89 percent of the votes. Robinson 

played 10 years for the Reds, amassing a .303 batting average, with 324 home runs, a club record broken only by Johnny Bench 

 

1995-Owners vote to use replacement players during the 1995 season if the strike is not settled 

 

MLB.COM 
Inbox: What do the Reds plan to do in center?  

Beat reporter Mark Sheldon answers questions from fans 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 12th, 2019 

 

CINCINNATI -- Center field is a big question weighing on the minds of Reds fans, so without further ado here are some answers to 

fans' queries. 

 

With the Reds needing a center fielder, can you see them going after either Denard Span or Adam Jones? 

-- Dan D., Cincinnati 

 

Either guy might work as a shorter-term solution until the Reds are ready to try prospects like Taylor Trammell or Jose Siri. Span 

will be 35 this season and played mostly left field last season for Seattle and Tampa Bay. But he can get on base pretty regularly, 

and his declining speed wouldn't be a big liability on defense at Great American Ball Park. 

 

Jones, 33, has seen his power production decline the last couple of seasons -- especially in 2018. His defensive metrics in center 

field are also lacking. But he could certainly benefit from hitting in GABP, and his sterling reputation as a fan favorite in Baltimore 

and as a good clubhouse guy would also be welcomed. 

 

Many names have been mentioned for center field, how about Jesse Winker? Is he capable of [playing] that position? 

-- George S., Owensboro, Ky. 

 

I would say there is no chance of Winker playing center, since he lacks range -- even for the smaller ballpark. If he lacked in one 

area of his game as a corner outfielder, it would definitely be on defense. But it's also something I know he will be working on 

trying to improve. 

 

Is there any sort of plan moving forward on Brandon Finnegan? Would he be agreeable to competing for a bullpen spot this spring? 

-- @newtonrm on Twitter 

 

I've asked around about Finnegan and the club has been non-committal about his role. He has experience as a reliever, and his 

starting experience would make him capable of working multiple innings and situations. I personally think his future would be 

better served out of the bullpen. As for whether he would be agreeable or not, he does not have the standing to disagree with 

whatever the club decides. That's especially true after his poor 2018 season that was mostly spent at Triple-A. 

 

If it came down to it, which player would the Reds likely spend on: Dallas Keuchel to solidify the rotation or A.J. Pollock to solidify 

the outfield? 

-- Ken M., Sanford, N.C. 

 

If faced with just those two options only in an either-or scenario, I'd say Keuchel. He can be a bigger difference maker in an area of 

weakness from last season. The Reds could get by with Yasiel Puig, Scott Schebler or Nick Senzel in center field if they had to this 

season and have some good prospects not too far away from being ready. 

 

Do you think the Reds gave up too [many of] their prospects [in] the trade with the Dodgers? I believe all three [players received] 

will be free [agents] after the end of the season, and I don't see the Reds re-signing any of them. 

-- Donny B., Greensburg, Ind. 

 



I don't think they gave up too much to get Puig, Matt Kemp, Alex Wood and Kyle Farmer in the deal on Dec. 21. Besides moving 

Homer Bailey and his contract, Cincinnati dealt two prospects in Josiah Gray and Jeter Downs. Both Minor Leaguers were certainly 

coveted and in the MLB Pipeline Top 30 for the organization, but they likely were several years away from the big leagues. And 

with Puig, Kemp and Wood all a year from being free agents, the Reds will have some options. 

 

If the team is competitive, the Reds could have the benefit of keeping them all season and making them qualifying offers. If they are 

rejected, they would provide higher compensation Draft picks equal to or better than where they got Gray and Downs the last two 

Drafts. And if Cincinnati doesn't meet its goal of competing in the division, all three players could be quality chips at the Trade 

Deadline. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
RedsXtra: The club has a firm payroll number, so what's the next move? 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 1:32 p.m. ET Jan. 12, 2019 | Updated 3:58 p.m. ET Jan. 12, 2019 

 

The Reds have a number. A pretty firm number.  

 

After Friday’s rash of arbitration-avoiding signings, they know within $1 million what they’re going to pay the 15 veterans and 

arbitration-eligible players who will be on the roster. 

 

Alex Wood is the last arbitration-eligible player the Reds have to settle with.  

 

The Reds settled of seven of their eight arb-eligible players. They’ll likely go to a hearing with Alex Wood. He filed for $9.65 

million; the Reds countered at $8.7 million. A $1.05 million difference is change-in-the-couch-cushions in baseball. 

 

So the Reds know what they have left to spend to add to the club. 

 

“It’s helpful,” general manager Nick Krall said. “We estimate, but it’s nice to have clarity on things moving forward. It helps 

figuring out what else you can do heading in spring training.” 

 

And the Reds have been clear they WILL do more. 

 

How much more, of course, depends on how much more they’ve got to spend.  

 

The guess here is they have between $17 million and $22 million. That’s based on a payroll between $130 and $135 million. The 

Reds have said the payroll will be the largest in team history, but they have not revealed a specific number. A source, however, says 

it will likely come in the range mentioned above.  

 

Cot’s Baseball Contracts on Baseball Prospectus projects the Reds’ payroll at just north of $113 million. Here’s how they got there: 

The Reds have about $105 million committed to 14 players, Wood will get around $9.5 million in arbitration; the 10 players with 

one-to-three years of experience will make $5.75 million; the Reds got $7 million from the Los Angeles Dodgers in the big trade.  

So what do you do with $17 million or $20 million? There are, of course, are infinite possibilities.  

 

You spend the whole wad to sign left-hander Dallas Keuchel – provided he wants to come here and he wants four years at the most.  

 

Or you bring in one of lesser free agents like Gio Gonzalez or Wade Miley, Derek Holland or Jeremy Hellickson.  

That would leave money left over to address the other big need – a true center fielder. The top one on the market, A.J. Pollock, is 

still out there.   

 

It should be noted that while the Reds likely only have $17 to $20 million to spend for 2019, they’re in a position to backload 

contracts. They only have $47.5 million committed to payroll in 2020 – Joey Votto ($25 million), Eugenio Suarez ($9.5 million), 

Raisel Iglesias ($9.1 million) and Tucker Barnhart ($3.98 million). 

 

The Reds haven’t made a major roster move since the Dec. 22 seven-player trade with the Dodgers. (By the way, a friend told me he 

canceled his season tickets before the trade and decided to call back and re-up after it). 

 

The lack of moves since the trade doesn’t mean the Reds have been idle.  

 



“We’re definitely working on a lot of different things,” Krall said. “We’re trying to improve the club as we move forward.” 

The other thing to remember is the Reds’ big moves this offseason have been trades. President of baseball operation Dick Williams 

pointed out after the Dodgers trade: "We still have resources to make this team better – both in terms of prospects capital and 

financial wherewithal.” 

 

The New York Yankees are still shopping Sonny Gray. Things have quieted on Cleveland’s Corey Kluber and Trevor Bauer. 

Arizona’s Zack Greinke may or may not be available. The Reds have been linked to all four on the rumor mill.  

 

And keep in mind that there was never any mention of Tanner Roark and the Reds until the trade happened.  

 

So it’s impossible to say what will happen, but the Reds keep promising they’re not done. Now that, they have a more solid number, 

they can move forward at a little quicker pace. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
 

01/12/19  

Toronto Blue Jays signed free agent RHP David Phelps. 


