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Padres' Jordan Lyles nearly perfect in beating Rockies 

 
Jeff Sanders  

Jordan Lyles allowed nine runs over his final four appearances in the Colorado 
bullpen last year. He hadn’t been permitted to pitch out of the Rockies’ rotation since 
May 2016. 

Perhaps, no one in Petco Park’s visiting dugout Tuesday afternoon saw this coming. 

The 27-year-old Lyles retired the first 22 batters in a 4-0 win before an old teammate 
spoiled his bid for the first perfect game — or no-hitter — in Padres’ history with a 
one-out, eighth-inning single. 

A crowd of 19,598 gave a standing ovation, anyway, after Rockies shortstop Trevor 
Story’s line drive to left field fell in front of Franchy Cordero. The fans stood again 
when Padres manager Andy Green, after an ensuing walk, sent Lyles to the dugout 
with his best start in more than five years. 

Lyles didn’t care who it came against. At least that’s the story he was spinning 
afterward. 

“It would have been sweet, regardless,” Lyles said after allowing one hit and one walk 
and tying a career high with 10 strikeouts over 71/3 shutout innings to win his first 
game of the season. “I know a lot of those guys personally, close. I had some fun 
today, going back and forth. … I wasn’t like, ‘Here, take that.’ It’s a baseball game. 
This is my second start (of the season). I’m just trying to put good outings together.” 

Lyles greeted the second ovation with applause of his own as he walked to the 
dugout after the second-longest perfect game bid in franchise history. He at least 
could celebrate a win after Brad Hand pitched out of a bases-loaded jam in the eighth 
and recorded a 1-2-3 ninth to preserve the Padres’ second one-hitter of the year and 
30th all-time. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/trevor-story--PESPT000011625-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/trevor-story--PESPT000011625-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
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The Padres had built the four-run lead on two-run homers by Eric Hosmer in the first 
inning and Christian Villanueva in the sixth. 

“I don’t think about a no-hitter after the first pitch of the game,” Green said, “but there 
was angle, aggression and attack immediately. … He was winning up with the 
fastball, down with the breaking ball, out (front) with the cutter and underneath with 
the change-up. It’s a pretty good recipe.” 

The Padres remain the only major league franchise without a no-hitter. They’ve been 
on the receiving end of 10, most recently at the hands of four Dodgers pitchers earlier 
this month in Monterrey. That list of tormenters includes names like Milt Pappas and 
Bud Smith. 

Lyles, who started the season in the Padres’ bullpen, was a very unlikely candidate to 
be chasing the 24th perfect game in baseball history. 

Yet he was spotless through seven innings on 72 pitches in his second start of the 
season. He had thrown 57 strikes to that point, issued just one three-ball count before 
Story’s eighth-inning at-bat, and threw 17 straight strikes from the second to fifth 
inning. 

Yes, Lyles was good in limiting the Cardinals to one run in five innings in his first start 
as Bryan Mitchell’s replacement in the rotation. 

Raffy Lopez caught that game. This was different from the start. 

“He just looks like a man on a mission,” Lopez said. “A man trying to prove he’s a big-
league starter — and he is.” 

That wasn’t so clear as Lyles bounced from the Astros — who made him a first-round 
draft pick in 2008 — to the Rockies after he finished 2013 with a 5.59 ERA. He was in 
Colorado bullpen when he finished 2016 with a 5.83 ERA and was out of the Rockies’ 
plans altogether when they cut Lyles, sporting a 7.75 ERA, loose last August. 

He quickly signed a minor league deal with the Padres and posted a 9.39 ERA in five 
September starts. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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After returning on a major league deal this offseason, Lyles took over Mitchell’s 
rotation spot last week and only tightened his grip on it Tuesday with a gem that 
again teased San Diego baseball fans. 

The Padres had played 7,857 games without a no-hitter. They’d allowed just one hit 
29 times after Tyson Ross took a no-hitter into the eighth inning in Arizona last 
month. 

“This is only my second season over here,” Lyles said, “so I haven’t heard those 
numbers that often. But I’m aware. Now that I think about it, today, afterwards, I 
heard it again. But overall, it’s just so tough. You’ve got to have so many things go 
your way.” 

With a four-seam fastball averaging 94 mph, a biting curve and pinpoint control, Lyles 
had a lot going his way when he fanned Carlos Gonzalez for his 10th strikeout to start 
the eighth. 

Lyles even got ahead against Story, with the Rockies’ shortstop fouling off a first-pitch 
slider. Then he shook to the pitch again, dropped it on the outside corner, and 
dropped into a crouch as Story’s line drive found a patch of grass in front of Cordero. 

Again, history would have to wait. 

“I’d love to see it,” Green admitted after pulling Lyles with 64 of his 85 pitches for 
strikes. “In those moments, I’m like everyone else in wanting to see something really 
special. And we did see something really special. You’re looking for five more outs.” 

As for Lyles, he looked directly toward Story, his teammate in Colorado the previous 
two seasons. They exchanged grins. 

“It’s a little tricky knowing each other so well,” Story said. “He got ahead early to 
every hitter, and he was making pitches after that. … I was just trying to get on base.” 

Said Lyles: “There’s a bunch of good dudes over there. Today was really fun.” 

Near misses 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-gonzalez-PESPT000010068-topic.html
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No-hit bids of at least 7 1/3 innings by Padres pitchers: 

• July 21, 1970: Clay Kirby, 8 innings vs. Mets (Bud Harrelson single off reliever 
Jack Baldschun after Kirby left for pinch hitter in eighth) 

• Sept. 13, 1971: Clay Kirby, 7 1/3 innings vs. Astros (John Edwards double) 
• July 18, 1972: Steve Arlin, 8 2/3 innings vs. Phillies (Denny Doyle single) 
• July 3, 1975: Randy Jones, 7 1/3 innings vs. Reds (Bill Plummer double) 
• July 16, 1977: Bob Owchinko, 7 1/3 innings vs. Dodgers (Steve Garvey single) 
• Sept. 5, 1997: Andy Ashby, 8 innings vs. Braves (Kenny Lofton single) 
• Sept. 22, 2006: Chris Young, 8 1/3 innings vs. Pirates (Joe Randa home run) 
• Sept. 7, 2008: Chris Young, 7 2/3 perfect innings at Brewers (Gabe Kapler 

home run) 
• July 9, 2011: Five pitchers, 8 2/3 innings at Dodgers (Juan Uribe double 

off Luke Gregerson) 
• July 20, 2014: Odrisamer Despaigne, 7 2/3 innings vs. Mets (Daniel 

Murphydouble) 
• April 20, 2018: Tyson Ross, 7 2/3 innings at D-Backs (Christian Walker 

double) 
• May 15, 2018: Jordan Lyles, 7 1/3 perfect innings vs. Rockies (Trevor Story 

single) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-mets-ORSPT000201-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cincinnati-reds-ORSPT000008-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/steve-garvey-PECLB001885-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luke-gregerson-PESPT000010077-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/daniel-murphy-PESPT000010276-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/daniel-murphy-PESPT000010276-topic.html
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Two more homers for Fernando Tatis Jr. 

Jeff Sanders  

Fernando Tatis Jr. is heating up. 

The Padres’ 19-year-old shortstop continued a turnaround May with two homers 
in Double-A San Antonio’s 5-4 loss on Tuesday at Corpus Christi. 

The blasts marked Tatis’ second two-homer effort in 21 games since moving to the 
leadoff spot, where he is hitting .280/.404/.634 with seven homers, 14 RBIs and 30 
strikeouts against 13 walks. 

He is hitting .286 over his last 10 games and has a .333/.441/.719 in 14 games this 
month, raising his season line to .235/.314/.447. 

Tatis’ eight homers are suddenly tied for the team lead with Josh Naylor (.352) and 
Austin Allen (.319). 

Kyle Overstreet (.306) went 2-for-4 with an RBI. 

Left-hander Logan Allen (2.98) struck out six and allowed four runs on eight hits and 
three walks in six innings. 

Right-hander Rowan Wick (2-2, 3.38) allowed a run in the seventh to take the loss. 

The Missions are 25-13. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (20-20) 

• Reno 3, Chihuahuas 1: RHP Luis Perdomo (3-2, 3.09) struck out five and 
allowed three runs – two earned – on five hits and a walk in six innings. 
RHP Robert Stock(3.00) struck out two in a scoreless ninth. C Brett 
Nicholas (.303) went 2-for-3 with a double, his 11th homer and a walk. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (17-22) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_15_sanaax_coraax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_15_elpaaa_renaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Storm 8, Inland Empire 4: LHP Adrian Morejon (2-3, 3.67) struck out six and 
allowed three runs – two earned – on six hits and three walks in five innings. 
DH Luis Torrens (.279) went 2-for-4 with a double, two RBIs, 1B Brad Zunica 
went 1-for-3 with a double, two RBIs and a walk and 3B Matthew Batten (.500) 
drove in three runs on three hits, including a double. CF Buddy Reed (.329) 
went 3-for-5 with a double, a triple and three runs scored. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (15-22) 

• West Michigan 4, TinCaps 1: LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (3.00) allowed a run in 
five innings in his return from the DL. RHP Adrian Martinez (0-1, 9.87) allowed 
a run in one inning and LHP Tom Cosgrove (4.88) allowed an unearned run in 
three innings. DH Luis Campusano (.273) went 1-for-3 with the only RBI and 
RF Tirso Ornelas (.254) and 3B Justin Lopez (.238) each had two hits. 
CF Jeisson Rosario (.279) went 1-for-3 with a walk, a run and his 11th steal. 

Transactions 

• RHP Emmanuel Ramirez was transferred from Fort Wayne to Lake Elsinore. 
• Hernandez was reinstated from Fort Wayne’s seven-day disabled list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_15_inlafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_15_wmiafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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No-hitter wait continues for Padres fans after near-miss from Lyles 

Bryce Miller 

Hope can be a brutal, uncaring temptress, ramping expectations into exhilarating 
crescendo before yanking the ball away, Lucy-style, as Charlie Brown tumbles again. 

No one blames Charlie for believing that somehow, some way, this time might be 
different. After all, that’s the Peanuts mainstay’s most endearing quality — his 
unflagging faith that history might decide not to tap-dance on his heart. 

So when Trevor Story stepped into the batter’s box Tuesday with one out in the 
eighth inning and an impossibly unlikely bid for a perfect game from 
the Padres’ Jordan Lylesintact, you rooted for Charlie — once, just once — to find the 
finish line. 

On agonizing cue, Story lined a crisp, sinking single to left. Plenty of hearts among 
the 19,598 at Petco Park sank, too, as outfielder Franchy Cordero raced in before 
succumbing to too much real estate, too much off-the-bat bite and not nearly enough 
time. 

The Padres, the only team in baseball without a no-hitter, watched 7,857 games inch 
to 7,858 in a one-hit, 4-0 victory. 

Damn, Charlie. 

“Being a pitcher, you know places where balls land after contact,” Lyles said. “I felt 
there was a good chance it was going to touch some grass. We made a good pitch 
and Trevor, it’s a clean hit — so it’s all good.” 

The streak is so infamous that it birthed a Twitter account (@padresnohitter). In 
the National League West alone, the Dodgers own 26 and the Giants 17. 
Thirteen MLB teams, nearly half the league, have recorded 10 or more. 

The Marlins, for God’s sake, own six. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/trevor-story--PESPT000011625-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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Yet there was Lyles, with a 9.39 ERA in five games for the Padres last season, 
released by those same Rockies, cutting down the first 22 hitters he faced. The 
curveball, nasty and knee-buckling. The fastball, brimming with movement and 
attitude. 

In the third inning, Lyles threw 10 pitches — all for strikes. An inning later, six pitches 
— all strikes. Two inning after that, seven. When the seventh wrapped, he’d thrown 
only nine more and induced just the second ball hit to the outfield at that point on a 
lazy pop fly from Gerardo Parra. 

No Rockies player reached a three-ball count until Pat Valaika in the fifth. From the 
second through the fifth, Lyles uncorked 17 consecutive strikes. The efficiency, the 
heart of a 2-hour, 23-minute masterpiece, flatly astounded. 

The fact that it wasn’t Randy Jones, Jake Peavy or Kevin Brown flirting with franchise 
history, but a converted reliever trying to reinvent his career, made the head-
scratching all the more scratch-worthy. 

Even manager Andy Green, asked about dugout protocols during a no-hitter, 
reinforced the organization’s pained pitching past: “We don’t know. We’ve never had 
one.” 

For a franchise dating back to 1969, the near-misses stick out even more. The 
Padres have carried a no-hitter into the ninth five times. The last time was 2011, 
when a combined gem against the Dodgers was handed off to Luke 
Gregerson before Juan Uribe doubled … with two outs. 

There was 2006, when the Pirates’ Joe Randa followed a one-out walk with a two-run 
homer off Chris Young. There was 1997, when Andy Ashby watched Kenny Lofton 
open the ninth with a single for the Braves. There was 1972, when Denny Doyle of 
the Phillies stopped Steve Arlin with a two-out single. 

And there was 1970, when starter Clay Kirby was pulled for a pinch runner after eight 
hitless innings — only for Bud Harrelson of the Mets to wipe it out with a single 
against reliever Jack Baldschun. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gerardo-parra-PESPT000010310-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jake-peavy-PESPT000009833-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luke-gregerson-PESPT000010077-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luke-gregerson-PESPT000010077-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/atlanta-braves-ORSPT000003-topic.html
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But there stood Lyles, five outs away from making all of it go away. Not bad for a guy 
who started his morning by picking up some dry cleaning and swinging by Starbucks. 

As Story’s ball found air, though, everyone knew history would wait. 

“You know, ‘Hang up there,’ ” said catcher Raffy Lopez, asked for his thoughts at that 
moment. “Let’s see if maybe we can’t get someone diving underneath it. It just wasn’t 
in the cards. He still did a helluva job. He just put us in such a good position to win.” 

Green lamented, logic be darned. 

“If you could do it all in retrospect, you’d bring Franchy Cordero in 25 feet and he 
catches it,” he said. “But you don’t know that coming in.” 

The Rockies’ best shot to shut down the drama early came in the fourth, when Parra 
lined a shot past Lyles that smelled like sizable trouble. The ball was smoothly 
gobbled up by shortstop Freddy Galvis, though, as he calmly drifted to the right side 
of the infield. 

The offense came in a pair of swings, two-run homers by Eric Hosmer in the first and 
Christian Villanueva in the sixth. 

The stage seemed set. It always does. 

“You’re pulling for him to finish it off,” Hosmer said. “It would have been sweet.” 

Sorry, Charlie. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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First pitch: Padres place Joey Lucchesi on disabled list with hip strain 

Jeff Sanders  

Left-hander Joey Lucchesi was placed on the 10-day disabled list Tuesday morning 
with a right hip strain, hours after tightness in his glutes forced him from Monday’s 
start after five innings. The Padres recalled infielder Carlos Asuaje – who was 
optioned to Triple-A El Paso on Monday to make room for Franmil Reyes’ debut – to 
fill his spot. 

“If you’re exercising caution with a young starter,” Padres manager Andy Green said, 
“you make these types of choices and this type of choice puts him in a position to 
protect him the remainder of the season. If he needs more time he’ll miss a couple 
starts. Hopefully it’s just one start and he’s right back out there.” 

Officially, Lucchesi will be eligible to return May 25, when the Padres are in Los 
Angeles. Two off-days before that increases the likelihood the 24-year-old rookie – 
one of the bright spots in this season – misses only one start if he recovers quickly. 

The Padres have several options in the interim. 

With the team off on Wednesday, right-hander Jordan Lyles will be on regular rest 
when Lucchesi’s turn comes up Sunday. Lyles could start that day or Monday. 

While inclement weather in Pittsburgh’s forecast could impact plans, Green said he 
intended to add another starter to the rotation. In-house options include Bryan 
Mitchelland Robbie Erlin, while minor leaguers on the 40-man – from Walker 
Lockett and Luis Perdomo – will be part of the conversation. 

“There’s guys we want to have rest in the rotation – Eric Lauer being one of them,” 
Green said. “We’d like the opportunity for guys to pitch on an extra day of rest. So if 
we have the opportunity, I’d expect us to insert a starter and keep that rest for the 
rest of the guys.” 

Back so soon? 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/travel/commuting/aaa-AUTOORNPR000013-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
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Yes, Asuaje was optioned to El Paso before Monday’s game. He still worked out at 
the field Monday, had dinner in San Diego and had packed his bags when Green 
called him about half-an-hour after the game. 

The message: Come to work Tuesday as normal. 

Maybe it’s a short-term stay. Maybe it’s not. 

“I’ve seen weird things like this happen,” Green said, “and then the opportunity comes 
and he takes off and runs with it and never ends up getting sent down again. You 
never know what’s going to happen.” 

Notable 

• OF Hunter Renfroe (elbow), if all goes well today in Arizona, is expected to 
begin a rehab assignment on Thursday at Triple-A El Paso as a designated 
hitter. 

• C Austin Hedges (elbow) will begin to get into extended spring training games 
today in Arizona. 

TODAY’S LINEUPS 

PITCHING MATCHUP | Rockies at Padres 

Game 2: 12:40 p.m. Tuesday 

Rockies RHP German Marquez (2-4, 5.35 ERA) 

• The 23-year-old allowed five runs on 12 hits and three walks in 4 2/3 innings 
last week against the Brewers. He shut out the Padres over three innings in a 
start in April before he was ejected following a benches-clearing brawl. 

Padres RHP Jordan Lyles (0-1, 3.28 ERA) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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• In his first start of the season, Lyles struck out six and allowed two runs – one 
earned – on five hits and a walk in five innings. The Rockies released the 27-
year-old Lyles last summer. 

• Up next: The Padres are off Wednesday before starting a nine-game road trip. 
San Diego is 6-9 on the road, where the pitching staff’s 4.07 ERA is slightly 
better than its Petco Park numbers (4.30). 
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Carlos Asuaje was optioned to El Paso; Good thing he hadn't left yet 

Jeff Sanders  

On paper, Carlos Asuaje was sent to Triple-A El Paso on Monday. The logistics of 
such moves made it rather convenient to recall him when injury forced Joey Lucchesi 
to the disabled list. 

The Padres’ second baseman sat through an “exit interview” of sorts with his 
manager. He worked out before leaving Petco Park. He packed his bags for a 12:45 
p.m. Tuesday flight to El Paso – the Chihuahuas played a day game Tuesday and 
were off Wednesday, so no need to rush – and turned the Padres game on TV. 

About 20 to 30 minutes after the game, his phone rang. 

Padres manager Andy Green was on the other end. 

Hey, what are you doing? 

Not going to El Paso, apparently. 

“That’s how quickly things can change,” Asuaje said Tuesday morning. “I had called 
my parents to tell them I was sent down and then I called my parents three hours 
later and said, ‘Hey, I got recalled again.’ It was kind of crazy.” 

Crazy – but necessary. 

Hours earlier, Lucchesi had exited his start after five innings with tightness in his 
glutes. The Padres’ rookie pitcher was officially placed on the disabled Tuesday with 
tightness in his right hip as Asuaje reported for work as usual. 

The initial plan called for Asuaje to begin to get work at third base as he joined the 
Chihuahuas. Instead, the 26-year-old infielder took grounders at third at Petco Park 
on Tuesday morning and will look for opportunities for reps at shortstop and maybe 
even in the outfield as he looks to reintroduce versatility to his resume. Asuaje was 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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drafted as a third baseman and didn’t exclusively play second base until the Padres 
traded for him before the 2016 season. 

“It’s best for my career that I can handle myself at shortstop, handle myself at third, 
play some outfield,” Asuaje said. “There’s a lot of guys that have good at-bats and 
they’re versatile in the field. It keeps them in the big leagues for a long time. We have 
a great example of that here in Skip Schumaker. … I look at his career and I’m like, 
OK, if I model myself after Skip, that’s nine, almost 10 years in the big leagues being 
that type of player.” 

Asuaje was hitting .198/.263/.292 to warrant a short-lived demotion. He hadn’t started 
a game since May 6, but was beginning to feel better about his at-bats after singling 
off the bench Saturday and providing an insurance run in the pinch with a sacrifice fly 
Sunday. 

“I've definitely been feeling more comfortable at the plate,” Asuaje said. “I've made a 
couple adjustments throughout. Obviously I haven't been playing every day – a 
couple at-bats, pinch hits – but my preparation for those at-bats have been a lot 
better than in the past.” 

As strange as this game is at times (see Monday’s events), Green wouldn’t be 
surprised to see Asuaje run with his latest opportunity. 

“I've seen weird things like this happen,” Green said, “and then the opportunity comes 
and he takes off and runs with it and never ends up getting sent down again. You 
never know what's going to happen.” 

Rotation plans 

Officially, Lucchesi will be eligible to return from the disabled list May 25, when the 
Padres are in Los Angeles. Two off-days before that increases the likelihood the 24-
year-old rookie – one of the bright spots in this season – misses only one start if he 
recovers quickly. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/skip-schumaker-PESPT000010416-topic.html
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“If you’re exercising caution with a young starter,” Green said, “you make these types 
of choices and this type of choice puts him in a position to protect him the remainder 
of the season. If he needs more time he’ll miss a couple starts. Hopefully it’s just one 
start and he’s right back out there.” 

The Padres have several options in the interim. 

With the team off Wednesday, right-hander Jordan Lyles will be on regular rest 
when Lucchesi’s turn comes up Sunday. Lyles could start that day or Monday. 

While inclement weather in Pittsburgh’s forecast could impact plans, Green said he 
intended to add another starter to the rotation. In-house options include 
relievers Bryan Mitchell and Robbie Erlin, while minor leaguers on the 40-man 
– Walker Lockettand Luis Perdomo – will be part of the conversation. 

“There’s guys we want to have rest in the rotation – Eric Lauer being one of them,” 
Green said. “We’d like the opportunity for guys to pitch on an extra day of rest. So if 
we have the opportunity, I’d expect us to insert a starter and keep that rest for the 
rest of the guys.” 

Notable 

• Rookie OF Franmil Reyes singled to center field in the sixth inning for his first 
major league hit. His mother, Dominiga Uribe, jumped up and down as the hit 
fell into center field. She flew from New York to San Diego on Monday in time 
to witness his big league debut. Reyes is 1-for-7 with three strikeouts. "It feels 
great," Reyes aid. "Not every day is going to be good, but you have to make 
that adjustment and I feel happy to be here." 

• OF Hunter Renfroe (elbow) is expected to begin a rehab assignment on 
Thursday at Triple-A El Paso as a designated hitter. 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
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The Padres’ no-hitter drought lives on, despite Jordan Lyles’ unlikely assault 
from the mound 
 
By Dennis Lin  
 
Raffy Lopez glanced at Petco Park’s left-field scoreboard during the sixth inning 
Tuesday, and the reality of what was unfolding suddenly hit the Padres catcher. 
“I was like, ‘Oh, shit,’” Lopez said. “‘This guy’s got a perfect game going!’” 
During the seventh inning, Lopez grew anxious. The stakes climbed as his battery-
mate authored a 10-pitch frame. 
“I was honestly just praying,” Lopez said. “I was like, ‘Lord, if it’s meant to be, let it 
happen, because this would be a lot of fun.’ It was already a blast back there, but that 
would have been something really special.” 
Alas, one of the sport’s most perplexing droughts still applies. Despite Tuesday’s 4-0 
whitewashing of Colorado and a career performance from starting pitcher Jordan 
Lyles, the Padres remain the only team to have never thrown a no-hitter. 
In the franchise’s 7,858th game, Lyles mounted an unlikely assault. The right-hander 
made his second start since a move from the bullpen. He threw 64 of his 85 pitches 
for strikes. He matched a career high with 10 strikeouts. His hapless opponent was a 
Rockies club that released him in August. 
With one out in the top of the eighth, Lyles spotted his 79th pitch, an 0-1 slider, on the 
outer edge of the strike zone. Rockies shortstop Trevor Story extended his arms and 
sent a line drive into left field. Lyles dropped to a knee as he tracked the trajectory of 
the ball. He shot a playful glare toward first base, where an ex-teammate smiled at 
him. 
“I wouldn’t take back that pitch or that location at all,” Lyles said. 
The Rockies had their first baserunner. The Padres’ second-longest bid at a perfect 
game was over after one well-placed swing. Only Chris Young, who trained with San 
Diego less than two months ago, had gone deeper into a game (Sept. 7, 2008, at 
Milwaukee) without allowing an opposing batter to reach. 
Young recently became an executive with Major League Baseball. During his playing 
days, he extracted nearly every ounce of ability from his 6-foot-10 frame. He 
overcame pedestrian fastball velocity to become a 2007 All-Star. He returned from 
thoracic outlet surgery to become the 2014 National League Comeback Player of the 
Year. 
Lyles’ career, meanwhile, has mostly been one of unfulfilled promise. For a time this 
spring, it appeared Young might have a better chance at making the opening-day 
roster. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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Once a top prospect in Houston’s system, Lyles signed with San Diego last summer 
after the Rockies cut the then-reliever loose with a 6.94 ERA. The early returns were 
even worse; five starts, including a clunker against his former club at Coors Field, 
produced a 9.39 ERA. 
Lyles re-signed with the Padres in the offseason, accepting a deal that guaranteed 
him only $1 million. He endured a subpar spring. Yet the team stuck with Lyles, 
initially carrying him as a long reliever, hoping that a few mechanical tweaks would 
yield improved results. 
The Padres’ patience has been rewarded. In 19 2/3 innings of relief, Lyles logged a 
3.66 ERA and 16 strikeouts. Exhorted to let loose, he threw each of his four pitches 
at career-best speeds. When the Padres dropped Bryan Mitchell from the rotation last 
week, they inserted Lyles and encouraged him to continue attacking hitters. 
“I think [it starts with] aggression and intent, first and foremost,” manager Andy Green 
said. “I think he really found that in the short stint he had in the bullpen for us.” 
Last Thursday night against St. Louis, Lyles succeeded on a relatively short leash, 
permitting one earned run over five innings. He threw 81 pitches, 36 more than his 
previous season high. 
On Tuesday afternoon, he barely surpassed that total as he blitzed through the 
Rockies for 7 1/3 innings. He required 12 or fewer pitches in six of those frames. 
Before Story’s single, only two balls left the infield. 
“It’s one of the very few times, as a position player, you’re looking forward to going 
back out on defense,” said Padres first baseman Eric Hosmer, who smacked a two-
run homer in the bottom of the first. “It was such a great outing. I think the unique part 
about it was it was his second start, so you know he’s limited on his pitch count, but 
he was really just attacking the zone.” 
Lopez, who joined the organization on a minor-league deal in December, also 
ushered Lyles through last week’s matchup with the Cardinals. That made Tuesday 
merely their second start together. Lyles shook off Lopez on a number of occasions, 
including before the pitcher’s 79th offering; the catcher had called for a fastball. Lyles 
opted to go with his slider. 
“We’re still learning each other and what we like to do,” Lopez said. “I’m not going to 
fight him. He was dealing.” 
Indeed, the main quibble Lyles came away with was his velocity. He entered the 
game averaging 94.5 mph with his four-seamer. Against the Rockies, he sat at 93.6 
mph. 
“With the workload I had five days ago, I didn’t bounce back as I normally do in the 
past,” Lyles said. “I looked at the scoreboard a couple times and I saw 92, 93. Those 
have been my low numbers this year. But the command of the fastball, that was the 
biggest thing.” 
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Everything played off of that, most notably a curveball that has been Lyles’ primary 
out pitch. He threw it 24 times Tuesday. The Rockies swung and missed eight times. 
In the top of the eighth, Lyles issued a walk after Story singled. Green called on his 
bullpen. Kirby Yates struck out the next batter. Closer Brad Hand took the mound to 
retire four more Rockies, sealing Lyles’ first career win at Petco Park and the Padres’ 
second one-hitter in less than a month. 
On April 20 at Arizona, it was Tyson Ross taking a no-hit bid into the eighth. While 
the former All-Star has re-emerged as the Padres’ best starter, Lyles was not an 
obvious candidate to have a similar game. He had thrown seven or more scoreless 
innings in his career only twice. He had gone from a promising young arm in Houston 
to a failed project in Colorado, though on Tuesday he expressed no animosity. 
“I know a lot of those guys,” Lyles said. “I had some fun with them, going back and 
forth. … I wasn’t like, ‘Here, take that.’ It’s a baseball game. It was my second start. 
I’m trying to put good outings together.” 
Still only 27, Lyles has earned at least a few more starts; 7 1/3 shutout innings will do 
that for you. 
Whether he experiences another brush with history remains to be seen. A franchise’s 
search for its first no-hitter goes on. 
“It’s just so tough,” Lyles said. “You’ve got to have so many things go your way. We’ll 
get it. Sometime.” 
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Inbox: What happens with outfield logjam? 

Padres beat reporter AJ Cassavell answers fans' questions 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com 
 
The Padres have too many outfielders and not enough spots when they're all 
healthy. Something's got to give, right? 
-- Nick R., Santee, Calif. 

Something's going to give, and it's going to happen soon. Hunter Renfroe is slated 
to begin his rehab assignment with Triple-A El Paso on Thursday. Already this 
season, Renfroe, Manuel Margot, Wil Myers, Franchy Cordero, Travis 
Jankowski, Matt Szczur, Franmil Reyes and Jose Pirela have seen time in the 
outfield. Myers and Renfroe are currently on the disabled list, and it's still a crowded 
group. 

I don't think the Padres know what's going to give just yet. They have ideas. Myers is 
going nowhere. Margot and Cordero are 23, and they're not trade bait (though if they 
slump, they're candidates to be optioned to Triple-A). Jankowski, Renfroe and Pirela 
have been the subject of trade chatter before, and their names will almost certainly 
pop up at the non-waiver Trade Deadline. 

Right now, it's probably a competition among Margot, Jankowski, Cordero and the 
newly recalled Reyes to avoid a demotion when Renfroe is recalled. (The Padres 
want to make sure all of them get regular at-bats, meaning they'd be content to leave 
Szczur as their fifth outfielder.) Then, when Myers returns -- likely sometime in June -
- they'll have a better idea of what they have in their outfield. That's when the trade 
speculation will almost certainly heat up. 

Does Pirela have any trade value at this point in the season? What are the 
Padres' plans for him once Luis Urias comes up? 
-- Colton, Los Angeles 

No doubt, Pirela's trade value has plummeted since the start of the year, given his 
.664 OPS. That doesn't mean it's down to nothing. Pirela's versatility could be valued 
by a contending club. And if he can boost his power numbers a bit, Pirela could be a 
useful right-handed bench bat to face left-handed pitching. 

That being said, a Pirela trade certainly isn't imminent. Urias' arrival might be (though 
he's probably looking at a short wait). When Urias arrives, there would seem to be 
little room for Pirela. 

That makes this stretch a pivotal one for Pirela. If he finds a way out of his funk, he's 
a useful piece to move between second and left (while Urias plays second and some 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/519333/matt-szczur
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
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short). That also makes Pirela trade bait. If he continues to slump, he'll find himself 
buried on the bench. 

Kazuhisa Makita seems very hittable, especially after a team has seen him 
more than once. How much longer will he be around before the Padres cut their 
losses on him? 
-- David L., San Diego 

It's hard to envision the Padres giving up on Makita, given their two-year investment 
in him, and the fact that he has options and can be sent to the Minors. That said, the 
Makita experiment has not gone well. In 15 appearances this season, the sidearming 
right-hander owns a 7.94 ERA. 

There was belief that his quirky submarine-style delivery might play well. Unlike most 
sidearmers, Makita attacks the top of the strike zone, and the Padres hoped the 
plane of his fastball would be tricky on opposing swing planes, given the recent trend 
toward uppercuts. 

It's still possible that theory is true for certain hitters. But it's clearly not as widespread 
as the club had hoped. Moving forward, the Padres might need to better identify the 
right matchups for Makita and perhaps refine him to those situations. The rest of the 
league seems to be squaring him up at will. 

Who will we see in a Padres uniform first -- Fernando Tatis Jr. or Cal Quantrill? 
-- Eddie D. 

Ranked as the Padres' No. 1 and No. 4 prospects, respectively, Tatis and Quantrill 
arrived in San Diego within 10 days of each other in June 2016 -- Tatis via trade, and 
Quantrill via the Draft. Together, they're a testament to San Diego's complete 
overhaul of its farm system in '16 -- a system that's now rated as baseball's best by 
MLB Pipeline. 

So, who will be playing in San Diego first? It's close, but I'll take Tatis. He's starting to 
turn things around at Double-A San Antonio. Barring an injury or a complete flop, 
Tatis should warrant a September callup, if only for his first taste of the bigs. 

I'm less confident the same thing will happen for Quantrill. He's been lumped in 
with Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer as college pitchers from that 2016 Draft class. 
That's an unfair comparison, given Quantrill's Tommy John surgery during college. 
He's thrown far fewer professional innings than either Lucchesi or Lauer. If Quantrill 
earns his way into the big league rotation with his performance, the Padres wouldn't 
say no. If he doesn't, he won't receive a courtesy callup. It's more likely he'll get shut 
down in September in preparation for 2019. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/628318/kazuhisa-makita
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
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SD cruises as Lyles flirts with perfection 

AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
SAN DIEGO -- Jordan Lyles wasn't perfect on Tuesday afternoon against his old 
club, but he was pretty darn close. 

The 27-year-old right-hander came five outs shy of etching his name into the Padres' 
record books before Trevor Story broke up his bid at a perfect game with a line-drive 
single into left field. When the ball dropped in front of Franchy Cordero, the Padres -
- who won, 4-0 -- had reached 7,858 games in franchise history without a no-hitter. 

"This is only my second season here, so I haven't heard those rumbles that often," 
Lyles said. "But I am aware. … Overall, it's just so tough. You've got to have so many 
things go your way. We'll get it. Sometime." 

"Sometime" could've been Tuesday afternoon, and that much became evident 
quickly. Lyles needed 31 pitches to cruise through the Rockies' order a first time, 
recording five of his 10 strikeouts in the process.5th, 2018 

"In the bullpen, [his stuff] was great," said Padres catcher Raffy Lopez. "That's a 
pretty good lineup over there, and he just had it going." 

Story's single was the first blemish on an otherwise brilliant effort from Lyles, who 
spent four seasons with the Rockies, floating between the rotation and the bullpen. 
He was released last August and exacted a small bit of revenge on Tuesday. 

Lyles threw 85 pitches, 64 for strikes, and he reached only one three-ball count 
before Story's at-bat in the eighth. He opened the frame by striking out Carlos 
Gonzalez with a filthy curveball, then threw a first-pitch strike to Story. Lopez 
signaled for a high fastball, then a curve in the dirt. Lyles shook on both. 

"I'm not going to fight him," Lopez said. "He was dealing. … He shook to a pitch I 
thought had been a good pitch for him the whole game." 

Lyles went with his slider, and he located it perfectly on the outside corner. Story 
ripped it into left.ay 15th, 2018 

"After we struck out CarGo, that's when it kind of got real for me," Lyles said. "The 
crowd started getting loud. Then we made two good pitches to Trevor. The slider 
down and away -- it was a good pitch. That was exactly where I wanted to throw that 
pitch." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
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As a disheartened Lyles crouched on the side of the mound, the Petco Park crowd 
roared its approval. His bid at a perfect game was the second longest in franchise 
history. Right-hander Chris Young came four outs shy in 2008. 

When Lyles rose to his feet, he grinned toward Story at first base, and Story 
reciprocated. The two former teammates had become close during their time together 
in Colorado. 

"I wish no one would've gotten a hit off me," Lyles said. "But he's an outstanding guy, 
a great dude."ay 15th, 2018 

Tuesday marked the 30th time the Padres have limited an opponent to one hit. Their 
history is littered with close calls. 

Earlier this season, Tyson Ross came four outs from a no-hitter in Arizona 
before Christian Walkerdoubled over Cordero's head. In 1972, Steve Arlin came 
closest, recording 26 outs before Denny Doyle chopped a single over third base. Two 
years prior, they infamously pinch-hit for Clay Kirby, who was working on a no-no in 
the bottom of the eighth. 

"In those moments, just like everybody else, I want to see something special," Padres 
manager Andy Green said. "And we did see something very special today. But we're 
looking for five more outs." 

Perhaps flustered, Lyles -- who had showcased nothing but pinpoint command all 
afternoon -- walked the next hitter. Having been promoted to the rotation last week, 
Lyles' 85 pitches were a season high. Green wasn't taking any chances, as he called 
upon his bullpen. Kirby Yates and Brad Hand recorded an out apiece in the frame, 
and the Padres escaped. 

"You're just not going to let an outing get away from somebody," Green said. "That's 
emotional, once a hit falls and you walk the next guy. You've got two really good 
bullpen guys you can go to, and they did a really good job closing it out." 

Lyles has been excellent all season, showcasing a devastating high-velocity curveball 
that he tinkered with during the offseason. He lowered his ERA to 2.53 and has been 
very good since his move to the rotation. 

Lyles has earned the right to stick there. Lyles' 10 strikeouts on Tuesday matched a 
career high, and he finished with 7 1/3 innings of one-hit ball. 

It wasn't quite history, but as redemption tales go, it'll suffice.y 15th, 2018 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Eric Homers: Eric Hosmer gave Lyles some breathing room with a two-run 

http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/tyson-ross-4-outs-shy-of-padres-1st-no-hitter/c-273171172
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/572233/christian-walker
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/eric-hosmer-hits-6th-home-run-of-season/c-276836534
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homer in the first. The blast broke up something of a mini-slump for the slugging first 
baseman, who was 8-for-44 (.182) in his past 12 games. Hosmer had struck out only 
eight times in that stretch, but he was making very weak contact. There was nothing 
weak about his dinger. He smashed it 396 feet with an exit velocity of 102 mph -- the 
fourth time this season he has gone deep at home and the sixth overall.ay 15th, 2018 

He's back: Christian Villanueva's weeks-long slump appears to have come to an 
end. On Monday night, the Padres' third baseman snapped an 0-for-37 drought with 
a single. On Tuesday, he tacked on two more hits, including a monstrous sixth-inning 
homer into the second deck in left field. Villanueva, April's National League Rookie of 
the Month Award winner, flipped his bat before trotting to first. He's hit four of his 10 
homers this year against the Rockies.y 15th, 2018 

A FIRST FOR FRANMIL 
Lyles' brilliant performance overshadowed a personal milestone for Padres rookie 
outfielder Franmil Reyes. And at 6-foot-5, 275 pounds, it's not easy to overshadow 
Reyes.May 15th, 2018 

With one out in the sixth inning, Reyes laced a single into center field for his first 
career hit. He was removed for pinch-runner/defensive replacement Manuel Margot, 
while the Petco Park fans offered an ovation. 

"As long as you're around baseball, watching a guy get his first hit is about as special 
of an event as you're going to see," Green said. "... That's the happiest I've ever seen 
somebody coming out of the game in the sixth inning."5th, 2018 

HE SAID IT 
"It would've been sweet regardless. I know a lot of those guys close, and I had some 
fun with them, going back and forth. … But I wasn't like, 'Here, take that.' It's a 
baseball game. It was my second start. I'm trying to put good outings together." -
- Lyles, on the possibility of no-hitting his former club 

UP NEXT 
The Padres have a rare Wednesday off-day before they open a four-game series in 
Pittsburgh with Eric Lauer on the mound. The rookie left-hander was tagged for four 
homers and couldn't make it through the third inning on Friday against the Cardinals. 
He's eager to put that start behind him, and to do so, he'll need to see an uptick in his 
fastball velocity, which dipped to an average of 89 mph on Friday night. First pitch is 
slated for 4:05 p.m. PT. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/eric-hosmer-hits-6th-home-run-of-season/c-276836534
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
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There might be something to the Kirby curse 

By Bill Center San Diego Padres 
 

I have never been a believer in jinxes, hexes and curses until now.   

But I now believe in the curse of Clay Kirby. 
      
Tuesday pushed me over the edge. I've seldom seen a Padres pitcher more 
dominant than right-hander Jordan Lyles was against the Colorado Rockies. 
     
The Padres didn't even need to make a great defensive play behind him as he was 
perfect for 7 1/3 innings. He retired 22 straight Rockies, including 10 via the strikeout. 
     
He was perfect. 
     
Then he wasn't. Trevor Story singled with one out in the eighth. The second-longest 
perfect-game bid ever by a Padre was over. Only Chris Young were perfect as a 
Padre for longer. He was perfect for 7 2/3 innings at Milwaukee on Sept. 7, 2008. 
      
Of course, the no-hitter was also gone. The Padres have played 7,858 games and 
never had a no-hitter. Every other team in the Major Leagues has a no-hitter. 
      
The Padres have 30 one-hitters . . . but no no-hitter. How can it be? Statistically, one 
of those one-hitters should have been played through to a no-hitter. 
      
So I'm blaming Preston Gomez. 
      
On July 21, 1970, Clay "The Kid" Kirby walked off the mound in the eighth inning at 
San Diego Stadium working on a no-hitter, but an error and walks had the Mets 
ahead. Kirby's spot in the batting order came up third in the bottom of the eighth - and 
the first two Padres made outs. 
      
It was then that Gomez made one of the most controversial decisions in Padres 
history. He pinch-hit for Kirby. Gomez said the decision was predicated on playing to 
win games. But those 1970 Padres would lose 99 games in their second season in 
the National League. They would finish 39 games off the pace. They were already far 
out of contention on July 21 when reliever Jack Baldschun took the mound to open 
the ninth with Kirby gnawing at his fingernails in the dugout. 
      
The first hitter Baldschun faced was Mets shortstop Bud Harrelson, who, of course, 
immediately singled. 
      

http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
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Cursed. 
      
Need more proof - July 19, 1972. Steve Arlin is one out away from that first no-hitter. 
Denny Doyle is up for the Phillies. Because Doyle is a threat to bunt, third baseman 
Dave Roberts is playing in. Arlin gets two quick strikes on Doyle - but no one signals 
Roberts to move back to regular third-base depth. 
      
Okay, you can almost see this one coming. Doyle bounces a high chopper over the 
head of Roberts, who would have had an easy play had he been playing in his 
regular position. 
      
I could go on. Thirty one-hitters. No no-hitters.     
      
NOTEBOOK: 
      
--OF Travis Jankowski was 2-for-3 with a walk and a stolen base Tuesday. He 
opened the game with a single from the lead-off slot and immediately scored on Eric 
Hosmer's home run. He is now hitting .395 (15-for-38) from the lead-off spot with 
seven walks for a .489 on-base percentage. Jankowski has five of the Padres' six 
game-opening hits this season. Jankowski has reached base in 10 straight games 
with a .512 on-base percentage during the run. He had his fifth multi-hit game of the 
season. All five have come in his last eight starts. 
      
--1B Eric Hosmer is 6-for-19 (.318) in a five-game hitting streak with two doubles, 
Tuesday's homer, four RBIs and two runs scored. Hosmer has 13 doubles and has 
swiped a base in each of his last two games. 
      
--3B Christian Villanueva is 3-for-6 with his 10th homer of the season since his 
franchise-record 0-for-37 drought ended with a fourth-inning single Tuesday night. 
      
--C Raffy Lopez was 1-for-3 Tuesday to reach base in a career-high eighth straight 
game. He is 6-for-25 during the streak with four walks, two homers, three RBIs and 
five runs scored.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
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Lyles' near perfecto just latest close call for SD 

Righty falls 5 outs shy of franchise's first perfect game (or no-hitter) in win over 
Rockies 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
A dominant Jordan Lyles came five outs from recording the first no-hitter in Padres 
history in Tuesday afternoon's 4-0 win over the Rockies. He was perfect for 7 1/3 
innings until Trevor Story's one-out single in the eighth inning. 

It was the latest in a long history of close calls for San Diego pitchers. Here's a look 
at a few of the most famous near no-hitters in franchise history. 

July 21, 1970 
Perhaps the most infamous of the Padres' no-hit bids, Clay Kirby was sitting on eight 
no-hit frames against the Mets when manager Preston Gomez lifted him for a pinch-
hitter. San Diego trailed, 1-0, at the time, and Cito Gaston would strike out in Kirby's 
place. The no-hitter came to an end in the top of the ninth when Bud Harrelson led off 
with a single. The Padres would lose the game, 3-0. 

July 18, 1972 
Only once have the Padres found themselves within one out of sealing the deal. 
Right-hander Steve Arlin had tossed 8 2/3 innings of no-hit ball when Phillies second 
baseman Denny Doyle strode to the plate in the ninth. Padres skipper Don Zimmer 
brought third baseman Dave Roberts in to guard against a bunt or a slow grounder. 
Doyle hit a chopper that bounced over Roberts' head. Flustered, Arlin allowed the run 
to score on a balk and a single, but he would record the final out of a 5-1 victory. 

Sept. 22, 2006 
Right-hander Chris Young -- who competed for a rotation place alongside Ross in 
Padres camp this spring -- carried a no-no into the ninth inning against the Pirates at 
Petco Park. With one out, pinch-hitter Joe Randa launched a two-run homer off 
Young, who would strike out the next hitter before exiting after 8 2/3 innings of one-hit 
ball. The Padres won, 6-2. 

Sept. 7, 2008 
Two years later, Young again flirted with history -- this time a perfect game. For 7 2/3 
innings, Young did not allow a baserunner in Milwaukee. He was sitting on only 75 
pitches when Gabe Kapler took him deep with a 1-0 fastball. Young would later polish 
off a complete-game two-hitter and a 10-1 Padres victory. 

July 9, 2011 
Aaron Harang worked six no-hit innings against the Dodgers, and each of the next 
three relievers -- Josh Spence, Chad Qualls and Mike Adams -- would follow suit. 
But the Padres couldn't muster any offense of their own, and they headed to the 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/jordan-lyles-bid-for-perfect-game-ends-in-8th/c-276831078
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/430606/mike-adams


  

 28 

bottom of the ninth inning locked in a scoreless tie. Luke Gregersonrecorded two 
outs before Juan Uribe broke up the no-no with a double. The next batter, Dioner 
Navarro, doubled Uribe home, and the Dodgers walked off with a 1-0 win. It was only 
the second time the Padres had brought a no-hitter two outs deep into the ninth 
inning. 

April 20, 2018 
Earlier this season in Arizona, Tyson Ross took his no-hit bid one batter further than 
Lyles. With two outs in the eighth, D-backs outfielder Christian Walker sent a line 
drive to straightaway center field. Off the bat, the play appeared routine, but center 
fielder Franchy Cordero broke inward at first. By the time he recovered, it was too 
late, and the ball soared over his head for a game-tying double. The Padres would 
rally for three runs in the ninth and a 4-1 victory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/502381/luke-gregerson
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
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Right hip strain forces Padres' Lucchesi to DL 

Asuaje recalled, likely to assume utility role; Renfroe, Hedges progressing in rehab 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Joey Lucchesi's hot start has been put on hold temporarily. 

The Padres' standout rookie left-hander was placed on the disabled list Tuesday 
morning as he battles a right hip strain. Second baseman Carlos Asuaje was recalled 
from Triple-A El Paso in his place. 

Lucchesi exited his start Monday night after just 71 pitches. It's possible he'll only 
miss one outing. San Diego has two days off in the next eight, and the club 
downplayed the extent of the injury on Monday, while noting that the rookie Lucchesi 
will be treated with caution. 

"When you're exercising caution with a young starter, you make these types of 
choices," said Padres manager Andy Green. "This type of choice puts us in a position 
to protect him for the remainder of the season. If it needs more time, then he'll miss a 
couple starts, but hopefully it's one start and he's right back out there."018 

Lucchesi, called up on the second day of the season, owns a 3.23 ERA in nine starts, 
striking out more than one batter per inning. He's thrust himself into the conversation 
for the best rookie starter in the National League. 

Still, San Diego plans to exercise caution with Lucchesi for the remainder of the 
season. He pitched 139 innings last year, and the club will find creative ways to limit 
him throughout the season without using a hard innings cap. 

With Wednesday's off-day, the Padres won't need a starting pitcher until Monday. If 
the weather turns ugly during their four-game series in Pittsburgh, it's possible they 
won't need another starting pitcher at all. 

In the meantime, Lucchesi will head to the team's complex in Peoria, Ariz., to begin 
rehab.th, 

New role for Asuaje? 

Asuaje's bag was halfway packed when he got a phone call from Green on Monday 
night. He had been optioned to Triple-A El Paso earlier that day and had a flight 
booked for El Paso on Tuesday. 

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-drop-game-to-rockies-after-trio-of-hrs/c-276789952
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-careful-with-young-pitchers/c-276833446
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Stop packing, Green said. Asuaje was being recalled to take Lucchesi's place on the 
roster. (Typically, such a quick recall isn't permitted, but in this case, it was because 
of Lucchesi's injury.) 

Asuaje is back with the Padres, but he appears destined for a new role. He opened 
the season as the club's starting second baseman, but he struggled, hitting 
.198/.263/.292. Jose Pirela has since claimed that job. 

Now, Asuaje is expected to serve in something of a utility role. He could play some 
third base, and San Diego might eventually look to expand his skill set so he can 
serve as a backup shortstop and a backup outfielder. 

"It's probably best for my career if I can handle myself at shortstop, handle myself at 
third, play some outfield" Asuaje said. "There are a lot of guys like me that can have 
productive at-bats, and they're versatile in the field, and that keeps them in the big 
leagues for quite a bit." 

Renfroe, Hedges set for rehab 

Hunter Renfroe and Austin Hedges likely won't cross paths on the baseball fields at 
the Padres' spring complex in Peoria this week. 

Renfroe, who is on the mend from right elbow inflammation, is expected to conclude 
his stint in extended spring camp on Tuesday before heading to El Paso to begin a 
rehab stint. 

Hedges, meanwhile, will play his first game there on Thursday, where he'll serve as 
the designated hitter and likely receive an at-bat every inning to better find his 
rhythm. Hedges has been out for two weeks with right elbow tendinitis. 
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Tatis Jr. homers twice for Missions 

Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com 
 

The ball was flying out of the park across the Minor Leagues on Tuesday as a trio of 
hitters ranked on MLB Pipeline's Top 100 Prospects list enjoyed multihomer 
performances for their respective clubs. 

Fernando Tatis Jr., San Diego's top-ranked prospect, accomplished the feat for a 
second this season and the third time in his career as the No. 7 overall prospect 
connected on a pair of solo shots for Double-A San Antonio. The 19-year-old 
shortstop hit a leadoff homer to put his team on the board and added another solo 
blast in the fifth inning before finishing 2-for-4. 

After slashing .177/.231/.333 over 24 games during the season's first month, Tatis 
has looked more like himself in May, posting a .333/.441/.719 batting line and five 
home runs in 14 games for the Missions. 
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Hosmer hammers 6th homer of season 

AJ Cassavell MLB.com 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Eric Hosmer wasted no time putting the Padres on the board in the 
bottom of the first inning Tuesday afternoon in San Diego's 4-0 win over the Rockies 
at Petco Park. 

Hosmer followed Travis Jankowski's leadoff single by mashing a first-pitch dinger 
into the right-field seats. He turned on a 94-mph fastball from Rockies right-
hander German Marquez for his sixth homer of the season. 

Hosmer's blast broke up something of a mini-slump for the slugging first baseman. 
He was 8-for-44 (.182) in his past 12 games. Hosmer had struck out only eight times 
in that stretch, but he was making very weak contact for the most part. 

There was nothing weak about Hosmer's dinger. He smashed it 396 feet with an exit 
velocity of 102 mph -- the fourth time this season he has gone deep at home. 
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Padres exercising caution with young arms 

Lucchesi (on DL), Lauer adjusting to schedule, pace of Major Leagues 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
SAN DIEGO -- As the first two pitchers to reach the big leagues from the 2016 Draft 
class, Padres left-handers Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer arrived earlier than almost 
anyone expected. 

In some ways, they may have arrived too early. 

Before 2017, neither Lauer nor Lucchesi had pitched in a five-man rotation for an 
extended period of time. They're learning to do so on the fly in the Majors, and the 
Padres are dealing with the effects. 

On Tuesday, Lucchesi was placed on the DL with right hip tightness. He's expected 
to miss one start. 

Both pitchers have seen a slight dip in velocity -- particularly in the latter innings of 
their starts. Manager Andy Green hinted that rest between starts could have 
something to do with that. 

So why didn't San Diego give the rookie duo more exposure to a five-man rotation 
before they arrived in the Majors? 

"We started to," Green said. "They just moved through the system so quickly. These 
guys are anomalies in the sense that in one year's time, they were in the Major 
Leagues. ... We thought they'd have enough exposure through this season, and it 
would be just fine. Injuries got them here quicker than we expected them to be here." 

Their quick arrival presents a series of challenges for Green and the Padres, who 
must find a way to ease two of their top young arms into the grind of a big league 
season.y 14th, 2018 

Lucchesi owns a 3.23 ERA through 47 1/3 innings. He threw 139 last year. Lauer, 
meanwhile, has pitched 34 1/3 innings between Triple-A and the Majors, after 
reaching 122 2/3 in 2017. 

There's no hard-and-fast innings cap on the duo, but they'll be monitored closely as 
the season progresses. San Diego wasn't taking any chances with Lucchesi this 
week. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/joey-lucchesi-hip-strain-on-disabled-list/c-276820168
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"We're going to be very careful with him as we move forward throughout the course 
of the season, and not just him but Eric Lauer as well," Green said. "We're going to 
make sure we don't put them in situations that jeopardize the long-term." 

How can the Padres do that? For one, they also have experienced starters 
like Clayton Richard, Tyson Ross and Jordan Lyles in their rotation. Don't be 
surprised if San Diego works around certain off-days to move one of those veterans 
forward in the rotation while pushing Lucchesi and/or Lauer back, so they're starting 
on six days' rest. 

As they have in the past, the Padres will almost certainly use the schedule to their 
advantage, staggering Lauer and Lucchesi so they have extra time off around the All-
Star break. It's possible they might be skipped in the rotation once or twice as the 
season progresses. 

"Those are all considerations -- when to give them more rest, when we think they 
might need it," Green said. "There are also considerations, to a degree, with when we 
take them out of games." 

Lauer and Lucchesi will absolutely get their chances to pitch deep into ballgames, 
Green said. But those opportunities will likely come when there's an off-day to work 
around, whether before or after their start. If there isn't, expect a quicker hook. 

After all, Lauer and Lucchesi were on a college-baseball schedule, pitching every 
seventh day, for the most part, as recently as 2016. 

"We took one step down [to five days' rest] last year. Now we're taking another step 
down this year," Green said. "Those guys are making adjustments to it." 
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Padres place rookie Joey Lucchesi on disabled list 
 
AP 
 
SAN DIEGO -- The San Diego Padres have placed rookie left-hander Joey 
Lucchesi on the 10-day disabled list with a strained right hip. 
 
The Padres also recalled infielder Carlos Asuaje from Triple-A Albuquerque before 
Tuesday night's game against Colorado. 
 

Lucchesi, who is 3-2 with a 3.23 ERA in nine starts this season, said he had tightness 
in his glutes during Monday night's loss to the Rockies. He struggled through five 
innings, allowing three runs and six hits, including two home runs. 

Lucchesi also was thrown out trying to score on a passed ball to end the third. The 
big pitcher lumbered down the line and an awkward slide left him short of the plate. 
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Andy’s Address, 5/16 (Off Day) 
Thoughts on Franmil Reyes, four-outfielder rotation, Eric Lauer 

By Bill Center 

Franmil Reyes wasn’t on the Padres’ Top-30 prospect when he was called up from 
Triple-A El Paso earlier this week. He also wasn’t protected from the Rule 5 draft last 
December, although the 29 other teams passed over the 6-foot-5, 275-pound 22-year-
old outfielder from the Dominican Republic. 

Padres manager Andy Green recently discussed the Reyes at length starting with the 
decision not to protect him from the Rule 5 draft last December following a 25-home 
run season at Double-A San Antonio. 

“You make educated guesses before the Rule 5 draft on who is going to get taken and 
who won’t,” said Green. “That was an educated guess not to protect Franmil Reyes. It 
wasn’t a statement of value from our perspective on him. We had been talking about 
his bat for some time. You don’t go hit 25 in San Antonio and not bring value.” 

“But he had some real strides to make defensively. And sometimes when teams are 
looking to take somebody in the Rule 5 draft, they are looking to take that extra 
outfielder that they can plug in late in a game who can run bases and defend the 
field . . . who has some upside that way. Franmil is not really that type of player. 
Somebody was going to have to take him with the understanding that ‘Hey, we’re just 
going to hand him a position and let him play.’” 

“To Franmil’s credit, he’s slimmed down a little bit, played much better defense in the 
minor leagues and he’s taken that message to heart. He’s taken strides forward. It 
definitely wasn’t an indication of the way we valued him. It was an educated guess 
that he would make it through. It proved to be the right guess. We’re excited to have 
him here and we’re excited to see what he’s done so far this year.” 

“The Rule 5 can be tense for a lot of guys and a lot of organizations. You don’t want to 
lose guys who you value, but you only have 40 spots on that protected roster. I think 
as you look forward to the next couple of years, it’s going to get even tougher on us 
because there is a long list of guys that we need to protect this coming year.” 

“And that’s also what this opportunity presents, to find out which guys are going to be a 
huge part of this in the future. You have to take these windows of opportunities when 
they present themselves. With Wil (Myers) on the disabled list and Hunter (Renfroe) 
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not back from his injury and Franmil swinging the bat really well . . . this was a real 
nice opportunity to get a first look at him and see how it goes for him.” 

“We think Franmil standing in the batter’s box and hammering baseballs is where he is 
going to take off. I don’t see yanking that opportunity from him just because he has 
two or three rough at-bats. He didn’t pop onto our list. Most guys who are 22 and 
doing what he’s doing to . . . smart organizations listen to what the bats are telling you 
and his bat was screaming at us from El Paso.” 

“He did earn his way here. Nothing has been given to this guy. The numbers he put up 
last year in San Antonio, look back at the other prospects who have passed through 
the Texas League and have played at Wolff Stadium in San Antonio. Balls don’t get 
hit out of that ballpark very often and people don’t put up 20-plus home runs in that 
league very often.” 

“And to have him come up and do what he did in El Paso and really just dominate the 
league (a minor league-leading 14 homers in 36 games), he’s earned his right to be 
here. It’s always fun when a guy really fights his way to get here to the big leagues. 
And especially when its someone who is not your №1 prospect . . . when it’s someone 
who is off on the periphery.” 

“When you look at the team we just played in St. Louis. They have Jose Martinez over 
there at first base, hitting in the middle of their order. He’s a journeyman who no one 
expected to be an every-day guy in the big leagues. You don’t really know which guys 
are going to get to the big leagues and who’s approach is really going to click. You 
make educated guesses all the time.” 

“But Franmil brings real tools and it will be up to him on how it clicks for him, But he 
has every opportunity now standing out in front of him to do something special here.” 

Reyes gives the Padres a four-outfielder mix with Franchy Cordero, Manuel 
Margot and Travis Jankowski. 

“Travis is going to be out there,” said Green. “He’s played way too well to be on the 
bench at this point in time. I think we’ll look at it more as when will be a convenient 
time to rest guys on this coming road trip rather than as a platoon situation. You have 
four guys who are going to be out there in the outfield pretty consistently. If you are 
playing three out of four, we’re probably in pretty decent shape.” 

“Manny had a much better homestand. I think he’s swinging the bat much better than 
he did earlier the season. It seems to me to be the right time to get him back up there 
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(in the lead-off position) and take a shot at in the spot again against a left-handed 
pitcher. Couple that with what he’s done this past week. We’re excited to see him take 
that spot again.” 

Green said he doesn’t expect to see Wil Myers return from his oblique strain before 
June. 

“Wil sometime in June is what I’m hoping for,” said Green. “That’s the best timetable I 
can give you and say that’s the hope right now.” 

Green then turned to left-handed rookie Eric Lauer who is scheduled to start 
Thursday night in Pittsburgh, although the forecast calls for a steady diet of rain over 
the four-game series. 

“I think Eric is learning,” said Green. “I think what gets lost in the shuffle so much is I 
don’t know of another starting pitcher outside of Joey Lucchesi who is in the big 
leagues from that 2016 draft class. That’s how quickly he got to the Major Leagues 
right now.” 

“There should be expected some outings like last time. There should be some 
expectations that he has to find his footing from time to time. I think he showed in 
Mexico that he’s not afraid to challenge guys. He’s got really good stuff. For us, it is 
how do you rebound from the tough ones. That’s going to dictate how long you stay 
here and how well you do when you are here.” 

“I think we’re optimistic going into the start in Pittsburgh that he has enough stuff to get 
guys out. We just want to see him attack hitters.” 

Green said there is balance in giving young players opportunities and winning. 

“The real balance is trying to protect the integrity of everything we’re trying to do here,” 
said Green. “We’re putting everything we can into winning baseball games.” 
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#PadresOnDeck: Tatis, 19, Has Two-Homer Game for AA-San Antonio; Perdomo, 
Morejon Sharp 
By Bill Center 

Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. continued his recent surge Tuesday, hitting two home 
runs for Double-A San Antonio at Corpus Christi. 

Tatis, 19, is rated the №1 prospect in the Padres’ minor league system by MLB 
Pipeline. He was 2-for-4 Tuesday in his second, two-homer game of the season to 
raise his batting average to .235. 

Two pitchers turned in good efforts Tuesday. 

— Right-hander Luis Perdomo allowed three runs (two earned) on five hits and a 
walk with five strikeouts in six innings for Triple-A El Paso. Perdomo is 3–2 with a 3.09 
earned run average in five starts with the Chihuahuas since being optioned out by the 
Padres. 

— Left-handed starter Adrian Morejon, 19, the Padres №6 prospect, allowed three 
runs (two earned) on six hits and three walks with six strikeouts in five innings for 
Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore. He is 2–3 with a 3.67 ERA. 

— Left-hander Logan Allen, 20, the Padres’ №8 prospect, allowed four runs on eight 
hits and three walks with six strikeouts in six innings for San Antonio — raising his ERA 
to 2.98. 

Other performances by top prospects: 

— Center fielder Buddy Reed(.329) was 3-for-5 with a double, a triple and three runs 
scored for Lake Elsinore. 

— Right fielder Tirso Ornelas(.254) was 2-for-3 with a double and a walk for Single-A 
Fort Wayne. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (20–20): RENO 3, Chihuahuas 1 — RHP Jonathan Aro (4.37 
ERA) followed Perdomo and allowed a hit in a scoreless inning. RHP Robert 
Stock (3.00) allowed a hit with two strikeouts in a scoreless inning. C Brett 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Nicholas (.303) was 2-for-3 with a home run, a double and a walk. RF Nick 
Schulz (.270) was 1-for-3 with a walk. CF Auston Bousfield (.286), SS Javy 
Guerra (.202) and 3B Dusty Coleman (.204) were all 1-for-4. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (25–13): CORPUS CHRISTI 5, Missions 4 — San Antonio 
lost a third straight game after their 11-game winning streak. RHP Rowan Wick (3.38) 
allowed a run on three hits with a strikeout in an inning. RHP Seth Simmons made 
his first appearance with San Antonio and allowed a hit and two walks in a scoreless 
inning. 1B Kyle Overstreet (.306) was 2-for-4 with a RBI in support of Tatis. 3B Ty 
France (.252) was 1-for-4 with a double and a run scored. 2B River Stevens (.253) 
was 1-for-4 with a run scored. RF Forrestt Allday (.264) was 1-for-3. DH Michael 
Gettys (.218) was 0-for-3 with a walk and a RBI. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (17–22): STORM 8, Inland Empire 4–
3B Matthew Batten (.500) was 3-for-3 with a double and a walk with three RBIs in 
support of Reed. 2B Eguy Rosario (.267) was 2-for-3 with a RBI and a run scored. 
DH Luis Torrens (.279) was 2-for-4 with a double and two RBIs. C Marcus Greene 
Jr. (.203) was 2-for-3 with a double, a walk and a run scored. 1B Brad Zunica (.217) 
was 1-for-3 with a double, a walk, two RBIs and a run scored. SS Kelvin 
Melean (.247) was 1-for-4 with a run scored. LF Robbie Podorsky (.143) was 1-for-5 
with a stolen base and a run scored. RHP Blake Rogers (4.05 ERA) allowed a run on 
three hits and a walk with two strikeouts in two innings. RHP Elliot Ashbeck (1.82) 
pitched a perfect inning. RHP Dauris Valdez (3.38) allowed a hit with a strikeout in a 
scoreless inning. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (15–22): West Michigan 4, TIN CAPS 1 — Starting 
LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (3.00 ERA) allowed a run on two hits and three walks with 
four strikeouts in five innings. RHP Adrian Martinez (0–1, 9.87) allowed two runs on a 
hit and a walk with two strikeouts in an inning to take the loss. RHP Tom 
Cosgrove (4.88) allowed an unearned run on three hits and two walks with two 
strikeouts in three innings. 3B Justin Lopez (.238) was 2-for-4 in support of Ornelas. 
DH Luis Campusano (.273) was 1-for-3 with a RBI. LF Tre Carter (.183) was 1-for-3. 
CF Jeisson Rosario (.269) was 0-for-3 with a walk, a steal and a run scored. 
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