
Kluber, Gomes help Indians roll over Tigers 
By Jason Beck and Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @beckjason | April 23rd, 2016  
DETROIT -- Yan Gomes' three-run homer punctuated a seven-run Indians onslaught against Tigers starter Anibal Sanchez, sending Corey 
Kluber cruising to his first win of the season in a 10-1 Cleveland victory on Saturday afternoon at Comerica Park. 
"It's awesome," Kluber said of the wealth of run support. "You go out and score three runs in the first, that's a huge boost. But then they didn't 
stop there. They poured it on for five more, I think, in the third and kept scoring the whole game." 
Hours after Josh Tomlin won a pitching duel over Justin Verlander on Friday night, the suspense ended early on Saturday. Cleveland sapped 
32 pitches out of Sanchez (2-2) in a two-run first inning, then churned out five hits in six batters to chase him in the third. Gomes jumped on a 
first-pitch slider from Sanchez and sent it out to left-center for his second home run of the season. Once Tyler Naquin and  
"It's not the type of outing we want out of our starting pitching," said manager Brad Ausmus, whose team lost its third straight and had a closed-
door discussion after the game. "Pretty simple." 
Kluber (1-3), who received just three runs of support over his first three starts combined, was already rolling. He struck out seven of Detroit's 
first 15 batters before Jarrod Saltalamacchia's sixth homer of the season got Detroit on the scoreboard in the fifth. Kluber struck out 10 batters 
over eight innings of one-run, two-hit ball. 
"You could tell Klubes was on top of his game," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "And, it's nice for him to be able to pitch where the ball to 
Saltalamacchia doesn't cost him a game, or we're still tied or something like that. That was good. He threw a bunch of strikes with a lot of 
different pitches, different speeds, kept them off balance and our offense did a really good job." 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Yan fire: Gomes headed into Saturday's game mired in a cold spell (.143 average with 11 strikeouts in his past 28 at-bats), but helped get the 
Tribe's offense rolling against Sanchez. The catcher delivered an RBI single in the first inning and then added a three-run home run (Gomes' 
second shot of the season) in Cleveland's five-run third. He wasn't done, either. In the seventh, an RBI double by Gomes gave him five RBIs on 
the afternoon. 
"He swung the bat really good," Francona said. "We had a 3-0 lead and, all of a sudden, on one pitch, we spread it out. He took a really good 
swing. I thought a lot of guys had good at-bats today." 
The first is the new sixth: Sanchez won his first two starts this season with early success, tossing five scoreless innings each time before 
running out of gas in the sixth. On Saturday, for the second straight start, he didn't have it early. All three Cleveland hits in the opening frame 
came in two-strike counts, including back-to-back RBI singles by Gomes and Jose Ramirez, as Sanchez struggled to finish off hitters. 
"I'm ahead in the count a couple days and still have base hits," Sanchez said. "It's something, right now, that I can't control. Those guys put 
good swings on all pitches. I would like to give you a really good answer, but I really don't know what's going on. But I feel good. I'm 
healthy." More > 
KKKKKKKKKKluber: Partly due to some tough luck (a handful of fly balls were lost in the sun, leading to three runs), Kluber allowed six runs 
in his previous start. Against Detroit, the ace bounced back in a big way. The right-hander struck out at least two batters in four of his eight 
innings. Kluber generated five strikeouts with his sinker, three with his curveball and two with his cutter. 
"We've just been working on going at them from the get-go," Gomes said. "I think we sometimes have been a little timid and passive and tried 
to hold back some pitches. Early in the season, you want to just go for it and just kind of throw everything right out of the gate, go get everything 
feeling good and see which pitch is going to work out that day. I think we figured that out early in the game." More > 
Take a seat: Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor made a jaw-dropping defensive play in the seventh inning. Tigers slugger Miguel 
Cabrera ripped a pitch from Kluber toward short, where it one-hopped sharply at Lindor, who gloved it as he tumbled over backward. Lindor 
recovered in time to throw Cabrera out by a step at first base, eliciting a stunned groan from the Comerica Park audience. 
"I had nowhere else to go," Lindor said. "As soon as he hit it, usually you take one step back with your left leg or right leg, so you can get 
around the ball. But, I couldn't turn. It was quick and, after that, I was like, 'Well, I had to either keep it in front of me or find a way to catch the 
ball.' I just threw the glove and it got me." More > 
QUOTABLE 
"That was an interesting play. I don't know if he stayed in front of it or he couldn't get out of the way of it, but he gathered himself and made a 
play. We don't have very many days where we spread it out like this where they can relax a little bit and have some fun. That was good for 
them." --Francona, on Lindor's play in the seventh inning 
"It's no different than 2014 or 2015. Same thing happened. Quick start, we're the best team on the planet. Struggle a little bit, and we'll never 
win again. I mean, there's got to be a middle ground, I think." -- Ausmus, on the Tigers' recent struggles 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Saturday's outing marked the 17th time in Kluber's career that he has piled up at least 10 strikeouts with no more than one walk issued. That is 
a franchise record for such outings. Hall of Famer Bob Feller ranks second in Indians history with eight such performances. 
Kluber leads the Majors with 16 such games over the 2014-16 seasons combined. Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw ranks second in that span 
with 15 outings consisting of 10 or more punchouts and one walk or fewer. 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians: Right-hander Carlos Carrasco (2-0, 2.79 ERA) is scheduled to toe the rubber on Sunday, when the Indians wrap up this three-game 
road series in Detroit with a 1:10 p.m. ET tilt at Comerica Park. With a win, Cleveland would notch its first three-game series sweep in the Motor 
City since Aug. 25-27, 2008. 
Tigers: Shane Greene (1-1, 7.15) takes the mound in Sunday's series 1:10 ET finale hoping to avoid his own opening-inning trouble, as well 
as avoid a series sweep. 
Watch every out-of-market regular season game live on MLB.TV. 
Jason Beck has covered the Tigers for MLB.com since 2002. Read Beck's Blog, follow him on Twitter @beckjason and listen to his podcast. 
 
Jordan Bastian has covered the Indians for MLB.com since 2011, and previously covered the Blue Jays from 2006-10. Read his blog,  
 



Lindor leads Indians' D from seat of his pants 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | April 23rd, 2016  
DETROIT -- Francisco Lindor could not stop laughing. The Indians shortstop dropped to a knee in the outfield grass, covered his face with his 
glove and, while his teammates smiled and shouted playful jabs in his direction, he allowed himself to enjoy the moment. 
It was a fun moment for Cleveland within its 10-1 romp over the rival Tigers on Saturday afternoon at Comerica Park. In the seventh inning, a 
well-struck one-hopper off the bat of slugger Miguel Cabrera ate Lindor up and knocked him over. And, somehow, Lindor once again defied 
the odds with some defensive wizardry for an improbable out. 
"I think the ball caught him," Indians pitcher Corey Kluber said with a smirk. 
Leading off the seventh, Cabrera pulled an 0-1 pitch from Kluber directly towards Lindor on the left side of the infield. According to Statcast™, 
the baseball rocketed off Miggy's bat at 106.6 mph. The shortstop froze for a second before taking a quick step back to try to absorb the ball on 
the short hop. 
At the last possible moment, Lindor got the leather up in time. 
"He put his glove out," Indians catcher Yan Gomes said. "If not, it's going to hit him right in the stomach." 
The force of the sharply hit ball, combined with Lindor's momentum, led to a near-backwards somersault for the shortstop. When he looked up 
and saw his spikes above him, Lindor knew he might be in trouble. 
"The only thing I saw when I looked up were my toes, the white part of my cleats," Lindor said with a laugh. "I was like, 'Uh oh!' So I got up and 
threw the ball." 
Lindor swiftly shifted his left foot under him and used that leg to push himself up into throwing position. After a quick shuffle of his feet, the 
shortstop uncorked an 83.3-mph throw to first baseman Mike Napoli, who gloved the ball a step ahead of Cabrera for the out. Per Statcast™, 
Lindor was given a route efficiency of 89.7 percent, and he covered 10.1 feet on the play. 
There is no doubt that the tumble docked some percentage points. 
"That was an interesting play," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "I don't know if he stayed in front of it or he couldn't get out of the way of 
it, but he gathered himself and made a play." 
It was the second highlight-reel play of the day for Lindor, who also made a diving stop up the middle to end the fifth inning. For that out, the 
young shortstop ranged to his left and snagged a sharp grounder off the bat of Detroit's Andrew Romine. That chopper came with an exit 
velocity of 103.3 mph, but Lindor's quick jump, diving grab and fast exchange led to another great play. 
"When you have a guy that makes all the plays and maybe and then some," Francona said, "it certainly adds another dimension to the 
defense." 
 
Kluber enjoys tremendous support en route to his first win of '16 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | April 23rd, 2016  
DETROIT -- Things were different for Corey Kluber on Saturday before he even took the mound. From his seat on the visitors' bench at 
Comerica Park, the Indians' ace watched the Cleveland lineup score three runs against the Tigers in the first inning. 
Those three runs were as much run support as Kluber received in his previous three starts combined. The lack of offensive help for the right-
hander has been an ongoing storyline, dating back to last season. But it was a complete non-issue in the Tribe's 10-1 rout over Detroit. 
Armed with a lead, and then some, Kluber overpowered the Tigers for eight vintage innings. 
"You could tell Klubes was on top of his game," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "He threw a bunch of strikes with a lot of different 
pitches, different speeds, kept them off balance and our offense did a really good job." 
Ask Kluber or the hitters about the run-support issue and they will deny that it has ever morphed into a mental obstacle. Maybe not, but the 
leader of Cleveland's staff has had little to no margin for error in the majority of his outings over the past three seasons. Last year, the lineup 
produced two or fewer runs in 21 of his 32 starts. This year, the Indians scored three total runs in his first three turns. 
One mistake by Kluber haunted him too often since last season, playing a large role in the uncharacteristic 9-16 record he posted in his Cy 
Young encore. More of the same contributed to Kluber carrying an 0-3 ledger into Saturday's meeting in the Motor City. 
Kluber was in dire need of a cushion. 
"We definitely do need to capitalize more somehow," Indians catcher Yan Gomes said. 
A three-run first inning was a great start, but the Indians' offense did not stop there. Powered by a three-hit, five-RBI afternoon for Gomes, 
Cleveland pushed to an 8-0 lead through three innings and upped it to a 10-1 advantage by the seventh. It was a showing that allowed Kluber 
to easily shrug off the solo home run he surrendered to Jarrod Saltalamacchia in the fifth inning. 
On the day, Kluber piled up 10 strikeouts, scattered two hits and issued no walks en route to his first victory of the season. That line upped the 
pitcher's franchise record for games with at least 10 strikeouts and no more than one walk allowed to 17. Hall of Famer Bob Feller ranks second 
in team history with eight such outings. 
"I think the biggest thing was fastball command," Kluber said. "I was a little more down in the zone than I have been the last few times out. It 
probably was the difference." 
Kluber had displayed slightly diminished velocity in his earlier outings, but his cutter, curveball and changeup were each up roughly 1 mph on 
Saturday over his season averages. The right-hander also threw a higher volume of sinkers than in his previous starts and worked in his 
curveball more often in the earlier frames. 
Francisco Lindor enjoyed watching Kluber's outing unfold from shortstop. 
"It was fun," Lindor said. "Good luck [to the other team]. He definitely showed it today. He was executing every pitch. He was locating every 
pitch. He came out successful." 
Working with an early lead made a big difference. 
"It's awesome," Kluber said with a smile. "You go out and score three runs in the first, that's a huge boost. But, then they didn't stop there." 
Jordan Bastian has covered the Indians for MLB.com since 2011, and previously covered the Blue Jays from 2006-10. Read his blog, Major 
League Bastian, follow him on Twitter@MLBastian and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League 
Baseball or its clubs. 



Tito hopes leadoff duty ignites Santana's bat 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | April 23rd, 2016  
DETROIT -- Terry Francona does not know how long Carlos Santana will serve as the leadoff hitter, but the Indians' manager is not ready to 
pull the plug on the experiment. 
Santana made his first career appearance out of the leadoff spot in Friday's 2-1 win over Detroit and went 2-for-4 with a home run and double, 
while averaging 4.5 pitches per plate appearance. It was a strong enough showing to convince Francona to keep the switch-hitting first 
baseman atop the order for Saturday's 10-1 win, and perhaps for a while longer. 
"Again, I don't think Carlos is going to be a leadoff hitter the rest of his career," Francona said on Saturday morning. "But, I also think that he 
can do some things that are pretty special as a leadoff hitter that can change a game." 
This is not unfamiliar territory for Francona. 
When he was the manager of the Red Sox in 2006, Francona installed Kevin Youkilis in the leadoff spot for the same reasons as Santana. 
Youkilis had a keen eye and great on-base ability, leading Francona to believe he would be a great fit in the No. 1 role. In 95 starts as Boston's 
leadoff man, Youkilis produced a .286/.385/.430 slash line to support his manager's thinking. 
There was one problem with the Youkilis situation. 
"He did not like it," Francona said. "I thought he was the perfect [leadoff man]. He could get on base like nobody's business and he had long at-
bats, but he didn't like it. He didn't mind hitting second. He just didn't like hitting first. He'd do it, but it just was like, 'Man, why am I asking 
somebody to do something they just don't like?'" 
Santana has a great knack for seeing pitches and getting on base, and the Indians' former cleanup hitter has been open-minded about the 
leadoff idea since Francona brought it up during Spring Training. For the time being, the manager plans on seeing if the move can help 
Santana get on an offensive roll at the plate. 
"I worry about the middle of the lineup," Francona said. "But, he swung the bat good [Friday] night. If he wants to heat up, and if he gets to hit 
one more time, that would be good, too." 
Other items of note: 
• Indians left fielder Michael Brantley (on the 15-day disabled list recovering from offseason right shoulder surgery) went 0-for-3 with a walk and 
run scored in a Minor League rehab game with Triple-A Columbus on Friday. Brantley was slated to play again for the Clippers on Saturday 
before being reevaluated by Cleveland on Sunday. It is possible that Brantley could be activated on Monday in Minnesota. 
• All indications are that right-hander Tommy Hunter, who is on the 15-day DL while coming back from offseason core-muscle surgery, is 
progressing well in his rehab assignment with Columbus. Through five rehab appearances, Hunter has a 1.50 ERA with four strikeouts and no 
walks in six innings. There is no firm timetable for his activation. 
 
Carrasco out to finish off sweep of rival Tigers 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | April 23rd, 2016  
The Indians will head to Comerica Park on Sunday in search of something they have not done in the past seven seasons. Cleveland has a 
chance to sweep the rival Tigers in a three-game series in the Motor City. 
After picking up wins on Friday and Saturday, the Tribe will hand the ball to right-hander Carlos Carrasco for a shot at the team's first road 
sweep of the Tigers since Aug. 25-27, 2008. Since that season, Cleveland has posted a 19-44 record on the road against its American League 
Central foes from Detroit. 
Through three outings, Carrasco has lived up to expectations. Pegged as a potential AL Cy Young Award contender, the hard-throwing righty 
has gone 2-0 with a 2.79 ERA in the early going for the Tribe. Carrasco has yielded only one run in each of his past two starts, including a 
victory over the Mariners on Tuesday in Cleveland. 
The Tigers will counter with right-hander Shane Greene, whose 7.15 ERA through three appearances is inflated due to a rough showing last 
time out. Greene has a 9.00 ERA in two career starts against Cleveland. 
Three things to know: 
• The Tigers have just two starts consisting of at least seven innings this season. Greene went six innings in his first start of the season on April 
13, but then gave up seven runs on six hits with four walks over 4 1/3 frames on Tuesday in Kansas City. 
• Detroit's current crop of hitters have combined for a .308 average and .855 OPS in 141 career plate appearances against Carrasco. Two 
standouts have been slugger Miguel Cabrera (.375 average with one homer in 24 at-bats) and J.D. Martinez (.333 with two homers and seven 
RBIs in 18 at-bats). 
• Carrasco has amassed at least five strikeouts in 21 consecutive appearances, marking the longest active streak among AL pitchers. Dodgers 
ace Clayton Kershaw has the longest active streak overall at 60 straight games, dating back to 2014. 
 

Lindor down, Miggy out 

by Jordan Bastian 

Let’s take a walk through the latest defensive gem from Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor, via the words of players and managers: 

Lindor: “Usually every shortstop, second baseman or third baseman, your first two steps, you know where you’re going to go with the play. You 
know you’re going to dive or be standing up. Sometimes — I’m not saying 100 percent — but most of the time, you know what you’re going to 
do with the ball.” 

Seventh inning on Saturday: Tigers Miguel Cabrera rips an 89-mph cutter from starter Corey Kluber. The baseball soars off the bat at 106.6 
mph and drops hard to the dirt in front of Lindor, creating a difficult short-hop for the shortstop.  



Lindor: “I had nowhere else to go. As soon as he hit it, usually you take one step back with your left leg or right leg so you can get around the 
ball, but I couldn’t turn. It was quick, and after that, I was like, well, I have to either keep it in front of me or find a way to catch the ball. I just 
threw the glove and it got me.” 

Indians catcher Yan Gomes: “That was really weird, man. It was an absolute rocket right at him. It’s one of those where … he didn’t know 
which way to go. It kind of just caught him. I mean, he put his glove out. If not, it’s going to hit him right in the stomach.” 

Kluber: “I think the ball caught him. Topspin must have knocked him down, I guess. It was funny, but at the same time, he kept his head about 
him.” 

Gomes: He tumbled over and, for a second there, I thought, ‘Did he think he caught it in the air or something?’ Because he wasn’t getting up 
very fast. But, he’s got enough arm strength where he can get up and just let it fire.” 

Lindor: “I tried to get up as fast as I could. I fell and the only thing I saw when I looked up were my toes, the white part of my cleats. I was 
like, ‘Uh oh!’ So, I got up and threw the ball. I was close [to doing a backwards somersault]. I was close. I tried to stay as stiff as possible so I 
wouldn’t roll over.” 

Tigers manager Brad Ausmus:“It doesn’t surprise me that if anyone’s going to knock someone over, it’d be Miggy. He hits the ball hard. The 
ball comes off his bat with a little more acceleration than most.” 

Indians manager Terry Francona: “That was an interesting play. I don’t know if he stayed in front of it or he couldn’t get out of the way of it, 
but he gathered himself and made a play.” 

Kluber: “I was looking around. I think everybody was laughing.” 

Gomes: “He’s been unbelievable. His character and what he brings to the team, you’ve got a young guy hitting in the three hole, that’s pretty 
impressive. Just how happy he is, I think it really rubs off on the other guys, even some other guys who have been up here for a couple years.” 

Kluber:“He’s into every pitch. I don’t want to say guessing where the ball is going to go, but he’s reading where the ball is going to go based on 
the pitch and he’s obviously got an unbelievable amount of talent. You put all three of those things together and you get plays like the one he 
made.” 

Covering the Bases: Game 15 

by Jordan Bastian 

FIRST: When the Indians scored their first run in the opening inning on Saturday, it was more support that Corey Kluber received in his last 
start. When the Tribe scored two, it was more than his previous two starts combined. The third run in the first equaled the support of the 
pitcher’s previous three starts combined. 

So, what was Kluber thinking before he took the mound to face the Tigers? 

“It’s awesome,” he said with a grin. 

The Indians didn’t stop there, either. Eight runs through three innings and 10 by the seventh. If that cushion wasn’t enough for Kluber, well, 
Cleveland would’ve had bigger issues at hand. The former Cy Young winner cruised, striking out 10, walking none and yielding just one run 
over eight innings. 

You can bet that both Kluber and his teammates are tired of talking about the run-support problem. Hey, for what it’s worth, we’re tired of writing 
about it! The Indians needed this kind of showing with their staff ace on the hill. Maybe it will be a mental load off for the Tribe as it moves 
forward. 

“It’s sort of a relief, you know?” Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor said. “We’ve had trouble scoring when he pitches. It was good that we put up 
a lot of runs today.” 

SECOND: All of that said, we hadn’t seen Kluber at his best yet this season before Saturday’s win. 

One issue that pitching coach Mickey Callaway raised earlier this week was the fact that Kluber wasn’t mixing in his curve that much in the early 
innings. Callaway felt that, once the right-hander began working in the breaking ball, it actually helped the mechanics of his other pitches. 



Well, Kluber broke out the curve on the first pitch to Justin Upton, Detroit’s No. 2 hitter, in the first inning. The starter used it two more times in 
the first, too. if Callaway is right, perhaps that early use helped Kluber find a comfort zone, one that was only helped by the surplus of offensive 
support. 

“We’ve just been working on going at them from the get-go,” Indians catcher Yan Gomes said. “I think we sometimes have been a little timid 
and passive and tried to hold back some pitches. Early in the season, you want to just go for it and just kind of throw everything right out of the 
gate, go get everything feeling good and see which pitch is going to work out that day.” 

The pitch that Kluber relied heavily on against Detroit was his signature sinker. He threw 42-percent sinkers, in fact, which was a noticeable 
increase over his season average (30.6) heading into the outing. Kluber featured fewer four-seamers and changeups, and was in relatively the 
same usage range with his cutter and curve. 

In short, it was a pitch distribution closer to what we saw with peak Kluber. 

“I think the biggest thing was fastball command,” Kluber said. “I was a little more down in the zone than I have been the last few times out. It 
probably was the difference.” 

Here is how Detroit fared vs. Kluber’s pitches… 

Sinker: 1-for-10 with five strikeouts and one home run 
Cutter: 0-for-5 with two strikeouts 
Curve: 0-for-5 with three strikeouts 
Four-searmer: 1-for-4 with a single 
Changeup: 0-for-2 

The pitch that stood out to me was a 2-2 curveball to Nick Castellanos that tailed way out of the strike zone in the fifth inning. The Tigers third 
baseman was fooled badly and chased the breaking pitch with a feeble swing. 

Here is where the pitch (No. 5) was located: 

Here is what the swing looked like: 

I mean, that’s not even fair. 

Now, following Kluber’s first three starts, it was pretty well-documented (here included) that he was displaying diminished velocity compared to 
previous years. It’s only fair to point out that the pitcher’s velo was up roughly 1 mph on his cutter, curve and change, when compared to his 
season averages. The fastballs (sinker/four-seam) were right around the same as they have been all season. 

What’s important on the velocity topic is this: When things are going wrong, we’re going to search for potential reasons why, and Kluber’s drop 
in pitch speed was one thing that stood out. An outing like Saturday in Detroit shows, however, that Kluber has the arsenal to be an 
overpowering pitcher. 

THIRD: Let it be known: Lindor is ridiculous in the field. 

This is not breaking news, of course, but the Indians’ talented young shortstop made a pair of breathtaking plays in the win over Detroit. He 
made a diving catch up the middle in the fifth to snag an Andrew Romine chopper that was brilliant, but it almost felt like a routine play given 
what we’ve seen over the past year. 

Now, the play he made in the seventh? Wow. 

Miguel Cabrera smoked an 0-1 pitch to the left side of the infield, where it hit the dirt right in front of Lindor. The shortstop didn’t have time to 
think, or pick a direction to move. What he did was shuffle back a step before quickly raising his glove — perhaps for the sake of protection as 
much as wanting to snare the baseball. 

“He put his glove out,” Gomes said. “If not, it’s going to hit him right in the stomach.” 

The baseball found its way into Lindor’s glove and the shortstop tumbled over into the outfield grass. 

“It doesn’t surprise me,” Tigers manager Brad Ausmus said. “If anyone’s going to knock someone over, it’d be Miggy. He hits the ball hard. The 
ball comes off his bat with a little more acceleration than most.” 

This one had a 106.6 mph exit velocity. 



“I just threw the glove and it got me,” Lindor said. “I tried to get up as fast as I could. I fell and the only thing I saw when I looked up were my 
toes, the white part of my cleats. I was like, ‘Uh oh!’ So, I got up and threw the ball.” 

Lindor’s throw beat Cabrera to first base by a step. 

HOME: Pitching and defense are critical, but it was the Tribe’s offense that set the tone for this win. And, with the victory, Cleveland is in a 
position to complete its first three-game sweep in Detroit for the first time since Aug. 25-27, 2008. 

There were multiple offensive contributors in this one. Carlos Santana, Leadoff Man, had two hits, including an RBI double. Jason Kipnis had 
two hits, one walk and a run scored. Lindor singled, stole a base, drew a walk and scored twice. Mike Napoli had a pair of singles and crossed 
the plate two times. Jose Ramirez had an RBI base hit. Lonnie Chisenhall tripled and scored. Rajai Davis singled, doubled and knocked in a 
pair. Tyler Naquin doubled and scored. 

The most outstanding offensive performance, through, came from Gomes. After hitting .143 in his past eight games, and going 0-for-4 with 
three strikeouts on Friday night, the catcher went 3-for-4 with a single, double, home run, three runs scored and five RBIs. 

“As much of a good game as yesterday was, I don’t think I did much there,” Gomes said. “It was definitely good to come out and be able to help 
in some way.” 

Gomes said it was important that he did not alter his approach in light of a handful of poor offensive games. 

“Yesterday, even though the results didn’t quite go [my] way,” Gomes said, “I actually felt 
really good. I was feeling really good during BP. I was feeling good during the game. I just think it was pitch selection in yesterday’s game that 
didn’t work out.” 

 
Kluber fans 10, Gomes HR and 5 RBIs as Indians beat Tigers 
By DAVE HOGG (Associated Press)14 hours agoAP - Sports 
DETROIT (AP) -- Corey Kluber got a big boost even before throwing a pitch. 
Yan Gomes and the Cleveland Indians scored three runs in the first inning and kept going Saturday, making it easier for Kluber to cruise to a 
10-1 win over the Detroit Tigers. 
Gomes homered and drove in five runs, and Kluber (1-3) happily accepted the offensive output to earn his first win of the season. He struck out 
10 and gave up just two hits over eight impressive innings. 
The 2014 AL Cy Young Award winner went 9-16 last year. The Indians had backed him with a total of three runs in his first three starts this 
season. 
''It's awesome to go out to the mound for the first inning and already have three runs on the board,'' Kluber said. ''Then the guys add five more 
in the third.'' 
''You can't relax too much - that would let them get right back in it - but you can just focus on getting outs,' he said. 
Kluber didn't walk anyone. 
''I think the biggest thing today was just fastball command,'' he said. ''I was able to locate it where I needed it, and I was able to work my other 
pitches off of that.'' 
This was Kluber's fifth game with at least 10 strikeouts and zero walks since the start of the 2014 season - only Clayton Kershaw (8) and Max 
Scherzer (6) have more. 
Gomes came in hitting .143 with one RBI and no extra-base hits in his last eight game. He singled home a run in the first, hit a three-run homer 
in the third and added an RBI double in the seventh. It was his second career five-RBI game. 
''It felt great to actually help the team for a change,'' Gomes said. ''I felt it coming yesterday, but I didn't get any pitches I could drive. Today, I 
had a couple and hit them hard.'' 
Anibal Sanchez (2-2) struggled for the second straight start, allowing seven runs while only getting seven outs. In his last two starts, he has 
allowed 12 runs on 17 hits in 7 1/3 innings. 
''I don't really know what is going on,'' said Sanchez, who had the worst season of his career in 2015 before being shut down with shoulder 
problems. ''I feel good. I feel healthy. I wish I had an answer.'' 
Jarrod Saltalamacchia hit his sixth homer for the Tigers. 
The Tigers fell behind early yet again, as Sanchez gave up three runs on three hits and a walk in a 32-pitch first inning. 
''He certainly didn't have a good outing, but the first inning wasn't that bad,'' manager Brad Ausmus said. ''The two big hits were a bloop single 
and a 15-hopper up the middle.'' 
The Indians hit for the cycle in the five-run third inning, chasing Sanchez and sending Detroit to a third straight loss. 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Indians: OF Michael Brantley (right shoulder surgery) went 0 for 3 with a walk Friday night in his first rehab game with Triple-A Columbus. He 
played for Double-A Akron on Wednesday, then worked out with Cleveland on Wednesday. He could be activated during Cleveland's series in 
Minnesota next week. 
Tigers: OF Cameron Maybin (broken wrist) was scheduled to resume his rehab stint Saturday with Triple-A Toledo. He was hitting .216 in 10 
games between Single-A Lakeland and Toledo when he was hit by a pitch on his bad wrist. 
HARD SMASH 



In the seventh inning, Miguel Cabrera hit a hard grounder to short that MLB StatCast measured at 107 mph. Indians SS Francisco 
Lindor fielded the short hop, but was knocked over backward. He scrambled to his feet and threw Cabrera out before breaking out into relieved 
laughter. 
''I have no idea if he did a great job of staying in front of that ball or if he just didn't have time to move,'' Indians manager Terry Francona said. 
''Miggy killed that ball.'' 
TEN YEARS AGO 
The Tigers honored Craig Monroe before the game, the first of several times they will recognize key players from the 2006 Tigers. In Jim 
Leyland's first season, Detroit went to the World Series for the first time since 1984 before losing to St. Louis. Monroe threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch, which was caught by another member of the 2006 team, Justin Verlander. 
TEAM MEETING 
The Tigers clubhouse was closed for nearly 30 minutes after the loss. Ausmus said there had been a postgame ''discussion'' but neither he nor 
the players would elaborate. Detroit has lost six of eight after a 6-2 start. 
''We're trying to fix things and help guys get better,'' Ausmus said. ''We're in here working to win games.'' 
UP NEXT 
The teams finish a three-game series on Sunday afternoon with Detroit's Shane Greene (1-1, 7.15 ERA) facing Carlos Carrasco (2-0, 2.79). 
History would point to a high-scoring game, as Greene has a 9.00 ERA in two starts against Cleveland while Carrasco is 4-6 with a 6.29 ERA in 
15 games (10 starts) against the Tigers. 
 
 
Indians 10, Tigers 1: Ryan Lewis’ 24 Walk-Off Thoughts on Francisco Lindor, Yan Gomes, Corey Kluber 

RYAN LEWIS  

Here are 24 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 10-1 win against the Detroit Tigers Saturday afternoon. 

1. There are probably bigger storylines from Saturday’s win, like the Indians taking the first two games of the season against the Tigers or 
Corey Kluber actually getting run support, but Francisco Lindor is just way too much fun to watch. 

2. Since Lindor really found a rhythm a couple of weeks after being called up last season, he’s been must-watch baseball. He’s just ridiculously 
good fielding his position. 

3. In the fifth, Lindor made an out-stretched, diving stop and made the throw to take away a hit from Andrew Romine. Here’s a gif of the play 
courtesy of MLB.com. 

4. In the seventh, he topped it. Miguel Cabrera hit a rocket one-hopper right at him—Statcast had it at 107 mph. Lindor fielded it (mostly by just 
reacting), tumbled backward, got up, set his feet and threw out Cabrera from the hole. 

5. “Are you freaking kidding me?” was uttered by a writer in the press box as it was happening. To react to a 107 mph liner is one thing. To play 
the hop is another. Again, thanks to MLB.com, here’s a gif. 

6. Corey Kluber joked, “I think the ball caught him. Topspin must have knocked him down, I guess. It was funny, but at the same time, he kept 
his head about him and he was able to get up and still make the play.” 

7. Francona added, “That was an interesting play. I don’t know if he stayed in front of it or he couldn’t get out of the way of it, but he gathered 
himself and made a play.” 

8. Lindor didn’t have time to take his normal step one way or another to field it. He just reacted. 

9. Said Lindor, “I had nowhere else to go. As soon as he hit it, usually you take one step back with your left leg or right leg so you can get 
around the ball, but I couldn't turn. It was quick, and after that I was like, well, I had to either keep it in front of me or find a way to catch the ball. 
I just threw the glove and it got me. … I tried to get up as fast as I could. I fell and the only thing I saw when I looked up were my toes, the white 
part of my cleats. I was like, 'Uh oh!' So I got up and threw the ball.” 

10. In terms of who actually wins the American League Gold Glove at shortstop will be interesting with Andrelton Simmons in Los Angeles 
through the 2020 season. But Lindor is certainly at a Gold Glove level. 

11. The Indians never really got to see a healthy Yan Gomes last season, thanks to Rajai Davis’ slide into home plate in April. He missed six 
weeks with a knee injury and just never really returned to his normal offensive levels. 

12. In 2014, he was the AL’s Silver Slugger at catcher, hitting .278 with a .785 OPS. Last year, those numbers dipped to .231 and .659. He 
dropped from 21 home runs and 25 doubles to 12 and 22. The Indians need that offensive production. Which means they hope days like 
Saturday happen more often. 

13. Gomes drove in five runs and was a triple shy of the cycle. He also came away with the major blow, a three-run home run in the third inning 
to make it 6-0. It’s a positive sign for a player in which the Indians have invested a lot and value a lot. 

14. Said Francona, “Yeah, I thought it was good on a number of fronts. He swung the bat really good. We had a 3-0 lead and all the sudden, on 
one pitch, we spread it out. He took a really good swing. I thought a lot of guys had good at-bats today.” 

15. There’s been much said about the middle of the Indians’ lineup, with or without Carlos Santana hitting leadoff. Michael Brantley returning 
will be a significant boost. The Indians hope Mike Napoli can provide enough power. Gomes is next in that progression. 

16. As long as it stays where it is or, worse, continues to go down, Kluber’s velocity this season will be something to watch. He’s down roughly 
1 mph from last season, which was down roughly 1 mph from 2014. 

17. Pitching coach Mickey Callaway said he wasn’t worried about it, and Kluber sure looked fine on Saturday. He threw eight innings, gave up 
one run on two hits (no walks) and struck out 10. 



18. The Indians have now held a dangerous Tigers lineup to one run in two straight games. For Kluber, it was locating his fastball and playing 
his sinker off it. 

19. Said Kluber, “I think the biggest thing was fastball command. I was a little more down in the zone than I have been the last few times out. It 
probably was the difference.” 

20. The oddest part was that Kluber entered this game with three runs of support all season, and he equaled that in the first inning, prior to the 
five-run third. Run support for a particular pitcher is often a fluky statistic, though it’s followed Kluber around enough that it’s become a 
legitimate storyline. He’s an ace, but constantly pitching in 2-1 or 2-3 games adds “stressful innings,” as Callaway and others call them. 

21. Said Kluber, “I would say it’s awesome, you go out and score three runs in the first, that’s a huge boost. But then they didn’t stop there. 
They poured it on for five more I think in the third and kept scoring the whole game.” 

22. Said Gomes, “The run support, it comes to when you've got Corey on the mound, the guy's a former Cy Young Award winner. Guys that are 
facing him have that thing in the back of their minds that they're going to try to pitch their best game. And, you know what? Sometimes—more 
than sometimes—it ends up being that we've just got to tip your cap to the guys we've been facing. They end up pitching a great game. Kluber 
does a tremendous job of keeping us in the game. I think from an aspect of run support, I think we definitely do need to capitalize more 
somehow.” 

23. Kluber’s advanced statistics, mainly FIP and a few others, from last season weren’t that far off his 2014 Cy Young season. With Cody Allen 
unavailable and the bullpen taxed a bit, Kluber got a couple runs and cruised for eight innings, giving the bullpen a night off with the exception 
of Dan Otero. 

24. That’s what a Kluber outing looks like with a big lead. And statistically, the low run support was and is an anomaly. 

Note: Walk-Off Thoughts will be written after every home game, every road game in which I can travel (all three series in Detroit, the remaining 
two series in Chicago and the one series in Cincinnati, with possibly 1-2 additional series added in) and the postseason. 
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Indians notebook: Carlos Santana acts as leadoff hitter again; Michael Brantley update possible on Sunday 

Ryan Lewis  

DETROIT: The experiment continues. 

Indians manager Terry Francona suddenly inserted Carlos Santana in the leadoff spot before Friday’s game but said it probably wouldn’t 
happen the next day. 

On Saturday, Francona did, in fact, keep Santana in the leadoff spot. It still might not be an everyday occurrence, but it does signify that 
Francona continues to warm up to the idea. 

“I thought the reasoning behind it [Friday] was all the things we talked about,” Francona said Saturday, speaking about other players resting 
and Santana’s success against Friday starter Justin Verlander. “I worry about the middle of the lineup, but I guess, again, if guys hit, it doesn’t 
really matter. And if we don’t hit, it probably doesn’t matter. But, he swung the bat good [Friday night]. If he wants to heat up, and if he gets to 
hit one more time, that would be good, too.” 

Francona made similar move as Boston Red Sox manager with Kevin Youkilis, another hitter void of speed but with a high on-base percentage. 

“The only problem with that was [Youkilis] did not like it,” Francona said. “I thought he was the perfect [leadoff man]. He could get on base like 
nobody’s business and he had long at-bats, but he didn’t like it. He didn’t mind hitting second. He just didn’t like hitting first.” 

Santana has said he doesn’t have a problem hitting leadoff, in part because the Indians don’t want him to change his approach. He already has 
the credentials. 

Santana is one of four qualified hitters to post an OBP higher than .350 in each of the past five seasons. He’s also placed fourth in the league in 
each of the last two years in pitches seen, averaging 4.3 pitchers per place appearance. 

“Again, I don’t think Carlos is going to be a leadoff hitter the rest of his career,” Francona said. “But, I also think he can do some things that are 
pretty special as a leadoff hitter that can change a game.” 

Brantley update 

The Indians could get some news on Michael Brantley’s rehab on Sunday. Brantley played in back-to-back games Friday and Saturday for 
Triple-A Columbus, an important milestone in his way back from offseason shoulder surgery. 

He’ll speak with the club on Sunday, most likely by phone, to see how his shoulder is holding up with the added volume. Barring a setback like 
the one he had in March after two spring training games, it’s possible Brantley returns to the Indians next week. 

“I don’t know that I would give a specific timeline if Tito hasn’t talked about it yet, but hopefully everything checks out OK,” said Indians general 
manager Mike Chernoff. “He’s getting much, much closer and we’ll have to see how he feels.” 

An important part of the decision is the Indians making sure that once Brantley does return, his shoulder can live up to the stress of an entire 
season. The recent reports have been positive. 

“He wanted to be playing a week ago, so the feedback’s been great,” Chernoff said. “He feels great. He looks great. It’s a matter of making sure 
we don’t rush things and that they’ve built up the volume to be able to handle it up there. Believe me, he’s dying to get out there.” 
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Indians 10, Tigers 1: Yan Gomes drives in five, Corey Kluber throws eight strong innings 

Ryan Lewis  



DETROIT: In a scene that seemingly has only happened the other way around in recent years, the Indians played at Comerica Park and 
pummeled the Tigers 10-1 on Saturday. 

It was as complete a win as the Indians have had this season, and it happened in a place in which little success has been found under Indians 
manager Terry Francona. 

The Indians (8-7) immediately jumped out to a lead. Jason Kipnis singled and Francisco Lindor walked with one out against Tigers starter 
Anibal Sanchez (2-2). Yan Gomes and Jose Ramirez each followed with RBI singles. Ramirez then effectively forced a third run in the inning on 
an attempted steal that ended up with Tigers catcher Jarrod Saltalamacchia throwing the ball into center field, scoring Gomes. 

Gomes’ day was far from done. He put the game away for all intents and purposes in the third inning. With two runners on after singles by 
Lindor and Mike Napoli, Gomes belted a three-run home run to left field, making it 6-0. Lonnie Chisenhall later tripled and scored on Rajai 
Davis’ single. Davis was then caught stealing, but back-to-back doubles by Tyler Naquin and Carlos Santana, in the leadoff spot again 
Saturday, pushed the Indians’ lead to 8-0. 

“Yeah, I thought it was good on a number of fronts,” Francona said of Gomes and the offense. “He swung the bat really good. We had a 3-0 
lead and all the sudden, on one pitch, we spread it out. He took a really good swing. I thought a lot of guys had good at-bats today. Nap, where 
he had kind of been struggling this series, runner on second and he shoots a ball to right, just playing the game right and getting rewarded for 
it.” 

In the seventh, Gomes added an RBI double, bringing him a double away from the cycle and his RBI total to five. Davis then added an RBI 
double to cap the Indians’ scoring. 

It was more than enough for Indians starter Corey Kluber (1-3), who entered the game with three runs of support all season. Kluber allowed just 
one run on two hits and struck out 10 in eight innings. And, for once, he pitched with a comfortable lead. 

It was the second consecutive game the Indians held a dangerous Tigers (8-8) lineup to one run after Josh Tomlin and the bullpen did so on 
Friday night. For Kluber, it was just nice to see actual run support. 

“I would say it’s awesome, you go out and score three runs in the first, that’s a huge boost,” Kluber said. “But then they didn’t stop there. They 
poured it on for five more in the third and kept scoring the whole game.” 

Defensively, Francisco Lindor put on a show. Lindor first made a diving play to throw out Andrew Romine in the fifth inning. Two innings later, 
Miguel Cabrera drilled a one-hopper to Lindor at 107 mph, per Statcast, that he corralled as he fell backward. He was able to get up, set his 
feet and make the throw in time. 

Kluber joked that the ball caught Lindor. Francona said maybe he just couldn’t get out of the way. For Lindor, it was just a reaction. 

“I had nowhere else to go,” Lindor said. “As soon as he hit it, usually you take one step back with your left leg or right leg so you can get around 
the ball, but I couldn’t turn. It was quick and after that, I was like, well, I had to either keep it in front of me or find a way to catch the ball. I just 
threw the glove up and it got me.” 
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Indians throttle Detroit Tigers 10-1; Yan Gomes drives in five, Corey Kluber throws eight innings 

RYAN LEWIS  

In a scene that seemingly has only happened the other way around in recent years, the Indians went up to Detroit and pummeled the Tigers 10-
1 on Saturday at Comerica Park. 

It was as complete of a win as the Indians have had this season, and it happened in a place in which little success has been found under 
Indians manager Terry Francona. 

The Indians (8-7) immediately jumped out to a lead. Jason Kipnis singled and Francisco Lindor walked with one out against Tigers (8-8) starter 
Anibal Sanchez (2-2). Yan Gomes and Jose Ramirez each followed with RBI singles. Ramirez then effectively forced a third run in the inning on 
an attempted steal that ended up with Tigers catcher Jarrod Saltalamacchia throwing the ball into center field, scoring Gomes. 

Gomes’ day was far from done. He just about put the game away in the third inning when, with two runners on after singles by Lindor and Mike 
Napoli, he belted a three-run home run to left field, making it 6-0. Lonnie Chisenhall later tripled and scored on Rajai Davis’ single. Davis was 
then caught stealing, but doubles back-to-back doubles by Tyler Naquin and Carlos Santana, in the leadoff spot again Saturday, pushed the 
Indians’ lead to 8-0. 

“Yeah, I thought it was good on a number of fronts,” Francona said of Gomes and the offense. “He swung the bat really good. We had a 3-0 
lead and all the sudden, on one pitch, we spread it out. He took a really good swing. I thought a lot of guys had good at-bats today. Nap, where 
he had kind of been struggling this series, runner on second and he shoots a ball to right, just playing the game right and getting rewarded for 
it.” 

In the seventh, Gomes added an RBI-double, bringing him a double away from the cycle and his RBI total to five. Davis then added an RBI-
double to cap the Indians’ scoring. 

It was more than enough for Indians starter Corey Kluber (1-3), who entered the game with three runs of support all season. Kluber allowed just 
one run on two hits and struck out 10 in eight innings pitched. And, for once, he pitched with a comfortable lead. 

It was the second straight game the Indians held a dangerous Tigers lineup to one run after Josh Tomlin and the bullpen did so on Friday night. 
For Kluber, it was just nice to see actual run support. 

"I would say it’s awesome, you go out and score three runs in the first, that’s a huge boost,” Kluber said. “But then they didn’t stop there. They 
poured it on for five more in the third and kept scoring the whole game.” 



Defensively, Francisco Lindor put on a show. Lindor first made an out-stretched, diving play to throw out Andrew Romine in the fifth inning. Two 
innings later, Miguel Cabrera drilled a one-hopper to Lindor at 107 mph, per Statcast, that he corralled as he fell backward. He was able to get 
up, set his feet and make the throw in time. 

Kluber joked that the ball caught Lindor. Francona said maybe he just couldn’t get out of the way. For Lindor, it was just a reaction. 

“I had nowhere else to go,” Lindor said. “As soon as he hit it, usually you take one step back with your left leg or right leg so you can get around 
the ball, but I couldn't turn. It was quick and after that, I was like, well, I had to either keep it in front of me or find a way to catch the ball. I just 
threw the glove and it got me.” 
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Ryan Lewis: Fight against daughter’s ‘sicky bugs’ strengthens bonds of Aviles family 

Ryan Lewis  

When they got the news, the tears came instantly. 

Mike Aviles and his wife, Jessy, were walking down a hospital hallway in November for another appointment in an endless list of tests and 
check-ups and treatments. With them was Adriana, their little girl who was diagnosed with leukemia last May. These had become familiar halls. 

Adriana’s primary doctor had been trying to contact them all day. Finally, he found them in the hallway. That’s when the former Indians utility 
player and his wife heard the words they had been desperately waiting to hear since May: “She’s at zero.” 

“Instantly, my wife started crying. I start crying,” Aviles said Saturday in the Tigers clubhouse in Detroit. “It was just like, my daughter is laughing 
and smiling, wondering why the tears were coming down our eyes. We had to explain to her why. She was so excited, so pumped.” 

The Avileses have sheltered Adriana, now 5 years old, from all the details of what’s been happening to her cells. Even after that incredible 
news, Adriana still needed radiation. She still needed a bone marrow transplant. All this after roughly six months of constant treatment, tests 
and trips to the hospital. 

They couldn’t explain everything to Adriana. She trusted her parents. Her parents wanted to trade places with her. 

“She literally confided in and trusted me and my wife more than anything. ‘I trust you, Mommy and Daddy. I know you guys are doing this to 
help me,’ ” Aviles said. “She also understood that if my wife or I could change places with her, we would. It made her happy to hear that. ‘You 
really would do that?’ ‘Yeah. When you get older, you’ll understand.’ ” 

Adriana knew she was sick. But she didn’t know just how severe it was, or how bad it could have gotten. 

“She knows enough about it. She knows she had leukemia. She knows she had ‘sicky bugs’ in her blood,” Aviles said. “She knows how to talk 
about it, but she doesn’t know the extent, the severity of what cancer can do. In all honesty, I don’t think a kid should know. At that age, their 
innocence is precious and I think they should keep it as long as they can, because it’s sad when kids do lose that innocence.” 

Mike and Jessy, as parents, were on emotional overload. Adriana’s bone marrow transplant was scheduled for Dec. 4. Jessy was pregnant and 
had a due date of Dec. 7. It meant that for some of Adriana’s treatments, Jessy wasn’t able to be there. 

“She couldn’t breathe, couldn’t move,” Aviles said. “So I was at the hospital the entire time for the bone marrow, and that killed my wife as well 
because she was there all through the summer and she wanted to be there through that, but she wasn’t able to. So I was there the whole time 
and was able to help out my daughter. It was kind of scary for me, not knowing what to expect. You read the horror stories. You know about 
what could happen.” 

Everything went well. Exceptionally well. On Nov. 30, the Aviles’ welcomed Madden Michael Aviles, a healthy baby boy. Adriana took to the 
transplant as well as any patient could have. 

“She had minimal side effects. It was crazy,” Aviles said. “The doctors joked around and said she was the test model patient for the bone 
marrow. … She’s been recovering ever since.” 

It was announced in February that Adriana was cancer-free. All around, players and those close to the game voiced their congratulations to the 
Aviles family and their thankfulness for the great news. 

Indians manager Terry Francona was in Tucson, Ariz., when he heard the good news. He broke down in tears. 

“I was in Tucson that day, I was by myself and I was crying,” Francona said. “I couldn’t help it. I was just so happy. I think I’m probably showing 
my age, because I think you can be happy without crying, but it hit me pretty hard.” 

There have been plenty of tears for plenty of reasons in the Aviles household. Adriana has fought the “sicky bugs.” She doesn’t yet know just 
how severe the situation might have been. But she trusts her parents and knows they would trade places with her if they could. 

And that makes her happy. 
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Cleveland Indians score runs, Corey Kluber wins: Who would have guessed? 

Paul Hoynes 

DETROIT – Three runs make a difference. Ten runs makes for an even bigger difference. 

For more than a year now Corey Kluber has been on the wrong end of the offensive tribulations of his teammates. The Indians don't score a lot 
to begin with, but when Kluber pitches the Tribe's hitters are almost sure to punch out and go home early. 

Such was not the case Saturday afternoon when the Indians beat the Tigers, 10-1, at Comerica Park. Before Kluber took the mound, he had a 
3-0 lead. After three innings, he was up, 8-0. 



"I would say it's awesome," said Kluber. "You go out and score three runs in the first, that's a huge boost. But they didn't stop there. They 
poured it on for five more in the third and kept scoring the whole game." 

In Kluber's first three starts this year, the Indians scored three runs. Last year when he lost 16 games, the Indians scored two or fewer runs in 
21 of his 32 starts. 

Does this mean the drought is over and it will rain runs whenever Kluber takes the mound for the rest of the season? Probably not, but if you're 
Kluber you have to be hoping for some light showers at least. 

"You just try to stay the same," said Kluber. "You keep your focus on getting guys out. Obviously it's a huge boost to get that run support, 
especially early. If you start to relax because the offense puts up a bunch of runs, it gets dangerous to where they can come back and score 
themselves." 

Catcher Yan Gomes helped Kluber by going 3-for-5 with five RBI. He believes Kluber's Cy Young award from 2014 has put a target on his 
back. If Kluber isn't going one-on-one against the opposition's ace, he's getting the No.2, 3 or 4 starter's best shot because of his reputation. 
That can make life hard on the Tribe's hitters. 

Terry Francona on Kluber's win 

Manager Terry Francona was pleased with how the Indians' offense supported Corey Kluber on Saturday. 

In Saturday's win, Gomes said they opened Kluber's arsenal early. 

"I think we've just been working on going at them from the get-go," he said. "I think we sometimes have been a little timid and passive and tried 
to hold back some pitches. Early in the season you want to just go for it and just kind of throw everything right out of the gate." 

Kluber struck out 10 and allowed two hits in eight innings. So something was working. 

Love ya Cleveland: After spending three years with the Indians, utility man Mike Aviles signed a one-year free agent deal with the Tigers after 
last season. 

He went through a lot with the Indians, especially last year when his daughter Adriana was stricken with leukemia. Adriana was pronounced 
cancer free in November after receiving bone marrow treatment. 

Mike Aviles' daughter is cancer free 

Aviles said leaving Cleveland was hard. 

"There are no hard feelings," he said before Saturday's game. "I have nothing bad at all to say about Cleveland for the way I was treated in 
those three years. It's one of my favorite organizations because of the way I was treated. ... The unit over there was really a family atmosphere. 
It was one of the things I will always cherish and appreciate because you literally felt like a family every day." 

Lead the way: Carlos Santana is 4-for-9 with a homer and two RBI since Francona moved him into the leadoff spot Friday. Santana is 
scheduled to hit at the top of the lineup again Sunday, but after that it's unclear. 

Carlos Santana hits leadoff homer for Tribe 

The Indians open a three-game series against the Twins at Target Field on Monday night. Francona said he'd have to study the matchups to 
see if Santana would stay in the leadoff spot. 

Santana homered and doubled Friday. On Saturday, he singled and doubled home a run. 

When Francona put Santana at the top of the lineup, he moved Gomes into the fifth spot behind Mike Napoli. Gomes went 0-for-4 Friday night, 
but 3-for-5 with five RBI on Saturday. 

"I know it didn't look good Friday, but I felt good at the plate," said Gomes. 
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Francisco Lindor goes head over heels to make a play for Cleveland Indians 

  Paul Hoynes 

 DETROIT – Shortstop Francisco Lindor had no choice. It was either make the catch or take a right hook to the body on a hard one-hopper off 
the bat of Miguel Cabrera. 

In the seventh inning Saturday of the Indians' 10-1 victory over Detroit at Comerica Park, Cabrera sent a screamer right at Lindor. He caught it, 
but the force knocked him over and he almost did a backward somersault. 

"I tried to get up as fast as I could," said Lindor, 1-for-4 with two runs. "I fell and the only thing I saw when I looked up were my toes, the white 
part of my cleats. I was like, "Uh, oh!' So I got up and threw the ball.'" 

Lindor was fortunate the 240-pound Cabrera was running. He threw him out on a close play. 

After the play, Lindor started laughing. He hid his face in his glove. All around the diamond, his teammates were laughing. Corey Kluber, who 
rarely shows any emotion on the mound, cracked a smile. 

"I looked around and I think everyone was laughing," said Kluber. 

Lindor said he usually has time to take a drop step with his left or right foot to work around the ball. Not this time. 

"I couldn't turn, it was quick and after that I was like, well, I had to either keep it in front of me or find a way to catch the ball," said Lindor. "I just 
threw the glove and it got me." 

Said catcher Yan Gomes, who drove in half of the Tribe's 10 runs, "That was an absolute rocket. He had to catch it or get hit right in the 
stomach." 



In the fifth inning, Lindor made a diving stop against Andrew Romine on the outfield grass near second. He regained his footing and threw him 
out at first on a close play. It seems like he makes at least one play like that in every game. 

"When you have a guy that makes all the plays and maybe then some, it certainly adds another dimension to the defense," said manager Terry 
Francona. "We talked about it so much (defense), especially last year when we were struggling. He has definitely helped tighten our defense for 
sure." 

Lindor has done it with determination dressed in a smile. He's 22 and every day he looks like he's having a blast playing in the big leagues. 

"He's just been unbelievable," said Gomes. "His character and what he brings to the team – you 've got a young guy hitting in the three hole, 
that's pretty impressive. (It's) just how happy he is and I think it really rubs off on the other guys, even some guys who have been up here for a 
couple of years." 
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Corey Kluber, Yan Gomes power Cleveland Indians past Detroit Tigers: DMan's Report, Game 15  

  Dennis Manoloff 

LEVELAND, Ohio -- Right-hander Corey Kluber allowed one run and struck out 10 in eight innings and catcher Yan Gomes went 3-for-5 with a 
homer and five RBI as the Cleveland Indians routed the Detroit Tigers, 10-1, Saturday afternoon at Comerica Park in Detroit. Tribe shortstop 
Francisco Lindor made a highlight-worthy defensive play against Miguel Cabrera.* 

The Tribe improved to 8-7; Detroit slipped to 8-8. 

Impressive work: The Indians, who were coming off a 2-4 homestand, have won the first two of a three-game series in a venue that has not 
been hospitable in recent years. 

On Friday night, the Tribe hit two homers off Justin Verlander and prevailed with just six hits overall, 2-1. Righty Josh Tomlin gave up the one 
run in 6 2/3 innings. 

Hit dogs: On Saturday, the Indians went 15-for-41 (.366) with four doubles, one triple and the Gomes blast. They stole two bases and were 
caught once. 

In the third inning, the Tribe hit for the cycle as part of seven hits and five runs. Lindor led off against Tigers righty Anibal Sanchez with a single 
and stole second. Mike Napoli singled and Gomes homered. After Jose Ramirez grounded out, Lonnie Chisenhall tripled and scored on Rajai 
Davis's single. Lefty Kyle Ryan relieved Sanchez. Davis was caught stealing before Tyler Naquin and Carlos Santana hit back-to-back doubles. 
Kipnis walked and Lindor popped out. 

Gomes hammered an 0-0 breaking pitch (84 mph) that backed over the middle of the plate. He had no choice but to crush it to left-center.  

Through three innings, every Indian had at least one hit and six scored at least once. The Indians led, 8-0. Here is the Tribe's box through 
three: 

(S) Carlos Santana DH -- 2-for-3, 2B, RBI 

(L) Jason Kipnis 2B -- 1-for-2, R, BB 

(S) Francisco Lindor SS -- 1-for-2, 2 R, BB, SB 

Mike Napoli 1B -- 1-for-2, R 

Yan Gomes CA -- 2-for-2, HR, 4 RBI, 2 R 

(S) Jose Ramirez 3B -- 1-for-2, RBI, SB 

(L) Lonnie Chisenhall RF -- 1-for-2, 3B, R 

Rajai Davis LF -- 1-for-2, RBI, CS 

(L) Tyler Naquin CF -- 1-for-2, 2B, R 

Kluber RHP -- 3 IP, H, 3 K, 40 P 

(Tigers RHP Anibal Sanchez, LHP Kyle Ryan -- 3 IP, 11 H, 8 R/7 ER, 72 P) 

Complete command: Kluber, finally provided ample run support, gave up two hits and walked none. Dan Otero pitched a perfect ninth, striking 
out two. 

Kluber, following Tomlin's lead, shut down a lineup that will do significant damage over the course of the season. 

Kluber (1-3, 4.67 ERA) relied on a fastball/cutter/breaking pitch combination. He mixed in changeups. His fastball featured plenty of late 
movement, and he consistently hit Gomes' glove with it. (Gomes called his typically smart game.) 

Kluber did not let leads of 3-0 after one inning and 8-0 after three affect his approach. He attacked the hitters but did so smartly, rarely leaving 
pitches of any type in the middle of the zone. 

Whiff king: Kluber notched his 22nd career start of 10+ strikeouts, his fifth of 10+ strikeouts and zero walks. 

Here is a list of the strikeouts against the Tigers: 

First inning 

Ian Kinsler, called (3-2 cutter inner half). Kluber and Gomes fooled Kinsler with location. 

Justin Upton, swinging (2-2 fastball). Tailing action to inner half. 



Third inning 

(L) Jarrod Saltalamacchia, called (0-2 changeup). Salty thought it was high. 

Fourth inning 

Justin Upton, swinging (1-2 fastball). Outer half at belt. Kluber and Gomes opted for fastball in breaking-pitch count, in part because Upton 
hasn't been catching up to that pitch. 

(L) Victor Martinez, swinging (3-2 cutter). Vic has proven to be one of MLB's most difficult to whiff, but he was helpless here because of the tilt. 

Fifth inning 

J.D. Martinez, swinging (0-2 fastball away). Outside corner above the knees. J.D. was late because he was expecting off-speed. 

Nick Castellanos, swinging (2-2 breaking pitch). Nasty down and away. Castellanos had no chance. 

Sixth inning 

(L) Anthony Gose, called (2-2 cutter). Gose gave up on backdoor pitch. 

Justin Upton, swinging (3-2 fastball). Over plate at thighs. Upton knew fastball was coming and still couldn't hit it. 

Seventh inning 

J.D. Martinez, swinging (1-2 breaking pitch). Outside corner at knees. Super-high spin rate kept ball on corner before snapping. 

Controlling the 1-2 punch: Kluber figured to have a productive day if he could contain longtime Indians antagonists No. 3 Cabrera and No. 4 
Victor Martinez. Miggy entered at 20-for-35 with five homers against Kluber. 

Here is a pitch-by-pitch of each plate appearance by Miggy and Vic against Kluber: 

Vs. Miggy 

First inning (none on, two outs) -- 91 fastball outside (barely); 89 cutter outer third called strike; 93 fastball outside corner called strike; 85 
breaking pitch low; 89 cutter outside above knees, grounder to shortstop. 

Skinny: Fastballs featured tailing action. Miggy too eager to pull the final cutter. Â  

Fourth inning (none on, one out) -- 89 cutter inside; 93 fastball running off inside corner, liner to left. 

Skinny: Miggy good enough and strong enough to line a pitch that jammed him. 

Seventh inning (none on, none out) -- 91 fastball outer third called strike; 89 cutter over plate, grounder to shortstop. 

*Skinny: Miggy smoked a one-hopper to Lindor, who picked as he fell into the outfield. Lindor got up and threw a strike. Miggy's rut extended to 
0-for-12. 

Lindor doing what Lindor does. #indians @FOXSportsOH pic.twitter.com/CW4rmVSWk5 

— Dennis Manoloff (@dmansworld474) April 23, 2016 

Vs. Vic 

Second inning (none on, one out) -- 92 fastball outside; 85 changeup outside; 92 fastball, liner to right. 

Skinny: Spray charts pay off as Lonnie Chisenhall made catch in right-center without having moved more than a few yards. 

Fourth inning (none on, two outs) -- 93 fastball away foul; 81 breaking pitch outside; 91 fastball high; 89 cutter outside corner called strike; 83 
breaking pitch outside; 93 fastball away foul; 87 cutter outer third, swinging strikeout. 

Skinny: Kluber might have caught a break from plate umpire Adrian Johnson on the 2-1 cutter. 

Seventh inning (none on, one out) -- 82 breaking pitch down and in; 92 fastball high; 92 fastball foul; 88 cutter high; 92 fastball inside corner at 
knees, fly to right. 

Skinny: Lonnie Chisenhall made catch in front of track. 
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Cleveland Indians end drought for Corey Kluber with 10-1 victory over Detroit Tigers 

  Paul Hoynes 

 DETROIT – It is not true that Corey Kluber was so stunned Saturday afternoon about the prospect of taking the mound with a lead that for a 
moment he couldn't get off the bench in the visitor's dugout at Comerica Park. 

Not true, for sure, but no one could blame him if the thought crossed his mind. On a sunny, but chilly, April day, Kluber threw his first pitch of 
the game with a 3-0 lead. In his first three starts this season, all losses, Kluber pitched 19 innings and received three runs of support from his 
teammates. 

The big first inning was just the start for the Indians as they rolled to a 10-1 win over Anibal Sanchez and the Tigers. The Indians, who have 
won the first two games of this series, have not won the season series against the Tigers since 2012. 

The Indians took a chainsaw to the game with a five-run third against Sanchez (2-2, 7.00). Yan Gomes, who had an RBI single in the first, hit 
Sanchez's first pitch into the left field seats for a 6-0 lead. Francisco Lindor and Mike Napoli opened the inning with singles before Gomes hit 
his second homer of the season. 



Gomes, who finished with three hits and five RBI in the game, started the day in a 0-for-11 skid. The inning kept rolling as Lonnie Chisenhall 
tripled and scored on a single by Rajai Davis. Tyler Naquin and Carlos Santana followed with consecutive doubles for the fifth run of the inning. 

Kluber (1-3, 4.67) took in all this offense and cruised past a Detroit team that has done him some serious wrong in his career. He allowed one 
run on two hits with 10 strikeouts in eight innings. After Jarrod Saltalamacchia homered in the fifth, Kluber retired the next 10 Tigers he faced. 

"It was nice to score early and then add on in the third inning," said manager Terry Francona. "You could tell Kluber was on top of his game. It's 
nice for him to be able to pitch where the ball that Saltalamacchia hit doesn't cost him a game. 

"He threw a bunch of strikes at different speeds and kept them off balance. And the offense did a really good job." 

Kluber came into the game with a 2-6 record against Detroit. But even Miguel Cabrera, who entered the day hitting .571 (20-for-35) with five 
homers and 10 RBI against Kluber, was powerless against him. Cabrera took an 0-for-3 against him as the Tigers fell to 8-8. 

"I didn't really make any mistakes over the heart of the plate against him," said Kluber. "That's where I usually make mistakes to him and he 
doesn't miss them." 

Terry Francona on Kluber's win 

Manager Terry Francona was pleased with how the Indians' offense supported Corey Kluber on Saturday. 

The Indians took a 3-0 lead in the first with two out. Gomes and Jose Ramirez singled home runs. Gomes came around to score when Ramirez 
stole second and continued to third on a throwing error by Saltalamacchia. 

They added two more runs in the seventh as Gomes and Davis doubled home runs. The Indians out-hit the Tigers, 15-2. 

Top of the world 

Santana batted leadoff for the second straight game and added two more hits to his resume. Not to mention a second straight win. 

After flying out in his first at-bat, Santana singled in the second and doubled in the third. If you're Francona, you almost have to keep him there, 
right? 

Francona said Santana would stay in the leadoff spot on Sunday, but that was as far as his commitment would go. 

The pitches 

Kluber threw 100 pitches, 64 for strikes. Sanchez threw 60 pitches, including 40 for strikes. Sanchez came into the game with a 4-3 record 
against the Indians, but he has not beaten them since Aug. 31, 2013. 

Slapping leather 

Lindor put on a show at shortstop. In the fifth, he stole a hit from Andrew Romine with a diving stop on the outfield grass near second. He 
scrambled to his feet and threw out Romine at first on a close play. 

In the seventh, Cabrera skipped a hard one-hop shot to Lindor. It knocked Lindor down and he did half a backward somersault before getting to 
his feet and throwing Cabrera out. After the play, Lindor smiled and hid his face in his glove. Kluber, ever the stoic, even managed a smile. 

"When I fell the only thing I saw when I looked up was the white part of my cleats," said Lindor. "I said, 'Oh, oh.' I got up and just threw the ball." 

Said Francona, "That was an interesting play. I don't know if he stayed in front of it. Or he couldn't get out of the way of it. We don't have very 
many days like this where we can spread the score out and relax a little bit and have some fun. That was good for him." 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Tigers drew 31,163 fans to Comerica Park on Saturday. 

What's next? 

RHP Carlos Carrasco (2-0, 2.79) will face Detroit right-hander Shane Greene (1-1, 7.15) in the series finale Sunday at 1:08 p.m. SportsTime 
Ohio will televise the game. WMMS/FM 100.7 has the radio broadcast. 

Carrasco has won his last two starts, beating the Rays and Mariners. He's 4-6 with a 6.29 ERA against Detroit. Cabrera is hitting .375 (9-for-24) 
with one homer and three RBI against Carrasco. 

Greene lost his last start, falling to the Royals. He's 1-1 with a 9.00 ERA against the Indians. Napoli is 2-for-3 with a homer and four RBI. 
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Who says closers, MLB's tightrope walkers, are overrated? Rant of the week 

Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio – Cody Allen went from the bottom to the top in less than a day. It is the best part of being a big league closer and the 
worst, too. 

On Thursday afternoon at Progressive Field, Allen started the ninth inning with the Indians and Seattle tied, 7-7. Managers use their closers in 
tie games in the ninth inning or later when they're at home because the save situation is off the books for them. The percentage move for a 
manager is to use his closer, usually his best reliever, to protect the tie and try to win it in baseball's version of sudden death – the bottom of the 
ninth. 

Allen retired the Mariners in order in the ninth, but the Indians were held scoreless as well. Allen came out for the 10th and walked leadoff hitter 
Steve Clevenger. He retired the next two batters on long drives to center that Tyler Naquin tracked down. The red lights were flashing and they 
continued to do so when Allen walked Franklin Gutierrez. 



Up came Robinson Cano and out went Allen's first pitch, long and deep over the center field wall for a 10-7 Seattle victory. He threw 30 pitches 
in 1 2/3 innings. It was his longest outing of the season and there was some question if he'd be available when the Indians opened a three-
game series Friday night at Comerica Park against AL Central rival Detroit. 

But since Thursday's game was a noon start and Friday was a night game, Allen's arm had more time than usual to recover. When he came to 
the ballpark Friday afternoon and played catch, he told manager Terry Francona that he was available. 

In the seventh inning, Marlon Byrd gave the Tribe 2-1 lead with a leadoff homer off Justin Verlander. Good relief work by Zach McAllister and 
Bryan Shaw protected the lead through the eighth. Then it was time for Allen and all he had to do was face the heart of the Tigers' order – 
Miguel Cabrera, Victor Martinez and J.D. Martinez. 

Cabrera and Victor Martinez are hitting .353 and .336, respectively, in their careers against the Indians with a combined 52 homers and 192 
RBI. J.D. Martinez, no slouch, is hitting .301 with 15 homers and 43 RBI. 

Welcome to the life of closer, baseball's tightrope walkers. 

Allen fell behind Cabrera 2-0, but evened the count and got him to foul out to first baseman Mike Napoli. He fell behind Victor Martinez 3-1, but 
Martinez scorched a line drive to shallow right field where second baseman Jason Kipnis was stationed to make the catch. Infield coach Mike 
Sarbaugh, who calls the shifts in the Tribe's defense, gets a gold star for that. J.D. Martinez sent a first-pitch 85 mph spiked curveball to right 
field for the final out. 

A lot of smart baseball people say closers are overrated and that the save is a lightweight stat. They say too much emphasis is put on the ninth 
inning and that it's really not that different than pitching out of tight spots in the seventh or eighth innings. 

I've never agreed with that line of thought. I believe a closer is a closer for a reason and that Allen showed why on consecutive games 
Thursday and Friday. 
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Cleveland Indians have Terry Talkin' Jose Ramirez in center field, Francisco Lindor and Cody Anderson -- Terry Pluto  

  Terry Pluto 

 CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Jose Ramirez spending some time in center field for the Cleveland Indians? That could happen in the near future. 

Michael Brantley is expected to return next week. That means someone has to go to the minors. Brantley will take over his old left field spot. 
The Indians have veterans Rajai Davis and Marlon Byrd available in the outfield. 

They also have Lonnie Chisenhall. My guess is the lefty-hitting Chisenhall will platoon in right field with Byrd or Davis. That leaves center field -- 
and two interesting names. 

Rookie Tyler Naquin was a spring training sensation. He also has played reasonably well this season, batting .310. Naquin has only extra-base 
hit (a double). He has not been overmatched at the bat. 

The Indians have been platooning Davis and the lefty-hitting Naquin this season. Because they have faced so many left-handed pitchers, 
Naquin's opportunities have been sporadic. 

The decision to break Naquin into the majors as a platoon player could lead to him being demoted once Brantley returns. Rather than have him 
spending even more time on the bench, the plan could be for Naquin to play regularly in Class AAA. 

The 24-year-old Naquin played only 50 games for Columbus last season, batting .263 (.784 OPS) with 6 HR and 17 RBI. The Indians could 
easily make the case that he could use some more Class AAA experience. 

I expect the Tribe to platoon Davis in center with Ramirez, who is a switch hitter. 

A natural infielder, Ramirez played only three games in the outfield during his minor league career. He has played eight games in left field this 
season, and done a decent job. The Indians believe he has the speed and natural instincts to be a respectable center fielder -- at least part 
time. 

The Tribe likes how Ramirez is swinging the bat. He entered the weekend hitting .250 (.685 OPS) with 1 HR and 4 RBI. 

Another alternative would be to send a reliever to the minors, but my guess is Terry Francona would rather have eight men in the bullpen than 
six outfielders (if they keep Naquin after Brantley is activated). The Tribe manager is constantly worried about not having enough relievers. 

WHAT ABOUT ANDERSON? 

The Indians are expected to give Cody Anderson at least one more start before thinking about any changes to the rotation. 

Anderson is 0-1 with a 7.53 ERA in three starts. He's served up 5 HR in 14 1/3 innings. A key for Anderson will be the development of a third 
pitch to go with his fastball and change-up. He worked on a curve in spring training and had some success with it, but it has not been effective 
in April. 

The Indians have career-starter Trevor Bauer in the bullpen. They could create a roster opening by sending Anderson to the minors, adding 
Bauer to the rotation. 

Anderson has minor league options, Bauer does not. 

ABOUT FRANCISCO LINDOR 

Remember how Ramirez looked so lost at the start of 2015? He was the opening day shortstop. He was coming off a solid year in 2014, when 
he took over at the position at the All-Star break. 

But Ramirez was a mess last spring. He finally was sent to the minors in early June, batting .176 (.478 OPS). Ramirez returned after the All-
Star break and batted .259 (.775 OPS) for the rest of the season. 



Those early season problems are a common trap. A player such as Ramirez has a strong start in the minors. He comes to the big leagues in 
the summer when the weather is warmer and his confidence is soaring because he played well in the minors. He continues to make a good 
impression in Cleveland. 

The following spring, he makes the big league team. Opponents have developed more in-depth scouting reports on him. Perhaps the player 
thinks the big leagues won't be quite as hard. 

Instead, the pitchers work him over. The weather is cold. The pressure is on. He starts slowly. His confidence sinks and it's back to the minors. 
He regains his confidence, then comes back to the majors. Only this time, he is more mature and better equipped emotionally and physically for 
a full big-league season. 

Asdrubal Cabrera came to the Tribe in the middle of 2007 and made a big impact on a playoff team. He opened 2008 at second base. He 
slumped, and was sent to the minors. He returned later in the season and remained in the big leagues for the rest of his career. 

Cabrera is now starting at shortstop for the Mets. 

Which brings us to Francisco Lindor. The Indians believed the 22-year-old would avoid the April trap. So far, he has continued the same play 
that made him a runner-up for the 2015 American League Rookie of the Year. 

Lindor entered the weekend hitting .293 (.763 OPS) with 1 HR and 5 RBI. He's been very good at shortstop. His partner at second base -- 
Jason Kipnis -- also is a player who was promoted in the middle of a season (2011) and never returned to the minors. So it can happen, but 
about 80 percent of players make at least one return to the minors because they struggle at some point. 

ABOUT THE TRIBE 

1. Following the two victories in Detroit, the Indians raised their record to 8-7. They were 7-14 last April, and never could dig out of that hole. 
With Brantley hurt, one of the Tribe's goals was to avoid another April disaster. As I outlined last weekend, their last winning record in April was 
in 2012. 

2. It's so much fun to watch Josh Tomlin pitch with such savvy and skill as he did in Friday's victory. He held the Tigers to one run in 6 2/3 
innings. He's now 2-0 with a 1.54 ERA in three starts. 

3. Tomlin came back from shoulder surgery last August. Since then, he has a 9-2 record with a 2.79 ERA in 13 starts. 

4. The Indians have received a strong start from Mike Napoli. Davis and Byrd have been respectable and Byrd's homer off Justin Verlander was 
the difference in Friday's game. So the newcomers have helped. Third baseman Juan Uribe opened the season 1-of-19, but is 6-of-18 since 
then. The Indians do miss Brantley's clutch hitting. Even with some of these veteran hitters being an upgrade over a year ago, scoring runs 
remains a problem. 

5. Some fans wondered about Brady Aiken, the Tribe's top pick in the 2015 draft who was coming off Tommy John elbow surgery. He had the 
operation on March 26, 2015. The usual recovery period is 14 to 16 months if a team is careful. Aiken is on a throwing program in Goodyear, 
Arizona with the goal of pitching in some minor league games this summer. 

6. Gio Urshela is off to a very painful start at Columbus, hitting .170 (.396 OPS) entering the weekend. He has no homers, 1 RBI and one walk. 
The infield prospect at Class AAA having the best start is Erik Gonzalez, hitting .333 and playing well at shortstop. 
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Baseball | Clippers: Safety is the net goal at Huntington Park 

By Mark ZnidarThe Columbus Dispatch  •  Saturday April 23, 2016 7:06 PM 

Season-ticket holder Ken Bowen hadn’t been sitting in his box seat in Section 17 for the Clippers game against Toledo for more than a few 
seconds Thursday night when he realized the view would never be quite the same. 

There are few vantage points closer to the diamond in Huntington Park than Bowen’s perch, but it was the black, pizza slice-shaped safety 
netting atop the visitors’ dugout that has him contemplating changing seats for the 2017 season. 

“I would prefer seating closer to home plate, but we didn’t want to look through netting,’’ said Bowen, who lives in Powell. “This makes it difficult 
to focus on the game. It gives me a headache. It also messes up our auto focus when we try to take pictures.’’ 

The netting, which cost $12,000 and was installed at the beginning of the current homestand, is designed to cut down on the number of line 
drives and bats going into the seats closest to home plate. 

It is 27 feet high at its apex and extends 81 feet across both dugouts and affects those sitting in sections 7 and 8 along the first-base line and in 
sections 17 and 18 along third base. 

Clippers president and general manager Ken Schnacke said the team wanted to be “proactive and not reactive’’ in installing the netting. He 
received a handful of emails from upset fans hours before the first game with the netting. 

Bowen can see what Schnacke is attempting to accomplish. Bowen has held season tickets since the stadium opened in 2009. 

“We’ve had screaming line drives come into this section,’’ he said. “One time I was able to get one hand up (to protect his head) and was left 
with the stitches of the ball on a palm. I understand the reasoning.’’ 



Husband and wife Steve and Dale Maxwell of Gahanna also are not fans of the netting. They sit in Section 17. 

“It’s just because it’s hard to see through,’’ Dale said. “I get dizzy looking through it. But we’ve seen bats go into the stands and understand.’’ 

Once, while sitting three rows behind the dugout at Cooper Stadium, Steve caught a bat that had slipped from a player's hands. 

“We bring our grandchildren to games, and they always like to go down and try to get a ball tossed by one of the players (between innings),’’ he 
said. “But they can’t do that now.’’ 

In the same breath, he said, “But if you can keep one 6-year-old from getting hit, the price is worth it.’’ 

The baseball fan in Clippers manager Chris Tremie understands the fans’ frustrations. 

“I know there are a lot of opinions, but I’m a big fan of keeping the fans safe,’’ he said. 

Catcher Adam Moore can't bear to watch when balls and bats go flying into the stands. 

“I bury my head when I see that,’’ he said. “I can’t stand seeing little kids sitting behind the dugout unprotected. I’ve seen people get hit a few 
times, and it’s just gut-wrenching. No one should have to go to a hospital from a baseball game.’’ 

Bill and Cheryl Sapsara of Columbus, who have been season-ticket holders for 28 seasons and have seats in Section 17, said they will get 
used to the netting. 

“A lot of people don’t pay attention during the game, and it only takes one second (to get hurt),’’ Cheryl said. 

Bill can live with the netting. 

“I’ve seen fans get hit by line drives right in the face,’’ he said. “The netting is good. People don’t pay attention.’’ 

mznidar@dispatch.com 

 

(Purple) Rain in forecast for Monday as Twins plan Prince tribute 
The Minnesota Twins return home to Target Field on Monday, and there’s rain in the forecast – the purple kind. 
The Twins were on the road at Milwaukee when news of Prince’s death first surfaced on Thursday. But following a weekend series in DC 
against the Nationals, they’ll head back to Minneapolis – Prince’s hometown – for a six-game home stand that kicks off with a Monday night 
matchup against theCleveland Indians. And they plan on paying tribute to the legendary musician. 
“We’re all walking up to Prince songs,” Brian Dozier said prior to Saturday’s game against Washington. 
The All-Star second baseman said that he has chosen “Purple Rain” as his walk-up song for the special day, and that teammate Joe Mauer – 
who, like Prince, hails from the Twin Cities – will use “Raspberry Beret.” He also said that because of Prince’s ties to Minneapolis, the Twins 
have been especially attuned to the grief that the rest of the world is feeling following the loss of the 57-year old icon. 
Besides Mauer, manager Paul Molitor is also a Twin Cities native who was born just two years before Prince. 

“A lot of people in here are from Minneapolis and have a history, growing up in the same area,” said Dozier, “so we definitely felt it.” 

In Friday’s series opener against Washington, Dozier and his Twins teammates wore purple wristbands in honor of Prince, who starred in the 
1984 film "Purple Rain" and whose soundtrack album of the same name a was huge smash, spawning four top-10 hits. 

On Monday against the Indians, Minnesota will don the purple wristbands again. The tribute also will feature a moment of silence before the 
game and the introduction of “Little Red Corvette” as the new seventh-inning stretch song. The Twins, who previously didn’t have a signature 
stretch song, plan on using “Little Red Corvette” for the remainder of the season. 

JOHN HARPER / A look at what offseason MLB moves are paying off, and which aren't 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS Sunday, April 24, 2016, 1:58 AM A A A 

Sure it’s early. But not too early to take a first look at the bargains and the busts that are emerging from baseball’s offseason of wheeling and 
dealing. 

Which teams spent their money wisely? Which ones made the shrewdest trades? Obviously a lot can change, and some of the big-splash 
acquisitions haven’t made a strong impression one way or another yet. 



Zack Greinke falls into that category because he has rebounded nicely after a couple of terrible starts for the Diamondbacks. For different 
reasons, the same can be said for the likes of Johnny Cueto, Jeff Samardzija, Ben Zobrist, Starlin Castro, John Lackey, Craig Kimbrel, and 
others. 

But here are some you can’t help but notice so far. 

Jordan Zimmermann: Some baseball people questioned the Tigers’ decision to move quickly and lock up Zimermann for five years and $110 
million, in part because his numbers, including velocity, were down a bit in 2015. But Zimmermann has yet to allow a run over three starts and 
19 1  3 innings this season. The fastball velocity has been 92-95 mph, and combined with a good slider, the righthander has not produced a lot 
of soft contact, according to metrics. 

Mat Latos: Looking like the bargain of the year so far, Latos is 3-0 with an 0.49 ERA for the White Sox, having allowed one run in 18 1  3 
innings. Once considered one of the best young pitchers in the game, Latos had since earned a reputation as a head case. Nobody wanted him 
last winter, but the White Sox finally signed him to a one-year, $3 million deal 10 days before spring training began. “He’s always had the stuff,” 
an AL scout said. “He must have his head on straight again.” 

Kenta Maeda: The Dodgers had concerns about the Japanese star’s elbow, based on his physical, and signed him to a low-risk eight-year, $25 
million guarantee that could be worth as much as $106 million if Maeda stays healthy and performs. He’s off to a fast start, 3-0 with an 0.36 
ERA over four starts, and while he’s not overpowering with a low-90s fastball, the righthander has impressed scouts with his variety of off-
speed pitches. “He one of those guys who just has a great feel for keeping hitters off-balance,” an NL scout said. 

Vince Velasquez: The Mets brought him back to earth last week after his first two brilliant starts, but scouts think he’s for real, pointing to his 
electric fastball that is mostly responsible for 29 strikeouts in 19 1  3 innings. The Phillies got the 23-year old righthander as part of the package 
in the trade with the Astros for reliever Ken Giles. “Everyone knew he had great potential,” an NL executive said. “There were some injury 
concerns about his arm, that’s the only reason the Astros would have given him up.” 

Daniel Murphy/Neil Walker: Can’t help but link these two together. Murphy, who expected bigger offers, is paying off for the Nationals on his 
three-year, $37.5 million deal, leading the league in hitting at .411 as of Saturday, with nine extra-base hits and a .679 slugging percentage 
that’s 230 points higher than his career best. He hasn’t made an error at second base yet either. 

Yet letting Murphy walk is not an issue for the Mets because Walker, acquired in the trade for Jon Niese, is among the league leaders with 
seven home runs, while hitting .288. The switch-hitter has hit two of his home runs righthanded, or two more than he hit from that side last year. 
And as advertised, he has looked very solid with the glove at second, almost certainly more dependable than Murphy. 

Honorable Mention: Mark Trumbo, Ian Kennedy, Jean Segura, J.A. Happ, Ryan Madson. 

WORST TRADE/FREE AGENT SIGNINGS 

David Price: You have to think this will change, but a 7.06 ERA after four starts is not what the Red Sox had in mind for a seven-year, $217 
million deal. For that money Price is expected to carry the Sox to the AL East title, and he might still do that, but he has had two clunkers 
among his four starts. Perhaps the weight of the contract is a factor, but a scout points out that his 32 strikeouts in 21 2  3 innings is an 
indication his stuff is there. “When he locates he dominates,” said an AL scout. 

Shelby Miller: The Diamondbacks took a lot of heat for giving up a big package of young players, including last year’s No. 1 pick in the country, 
shortstop Darby Swanson, in a trade with the Braves for Miller, but they were desperate to add another quality arm after spending huge on 
Zack Greinke. So far, the deal looks like a disaster as Miller has been a mess, 0-1 with an 8.59 ERA after four starts. He’s walked 11, giving up 
five home runs, and admits to being perplexed that his mechanics are so out of whack he is scraping his pitching hand on the ground after 
releasing the ball. 

Jason Heyward: How much is great outfield defense and baserunning worth? That was the offseason debate about Heyward that the Cubs 
answered with an eight-year, $184 million deal, one that old-school scouts couldn’t believe. So far Heyward has done little to quiet critics of the 
deal, hitting .221 with three extra-base hits, all doubles, for a .265 slugging percentage. “I don’t care what his WAR is or his runs-saved 
numbers are,” one of those scouts said recently. “He’s not worth that kind of money unless he produces with the bat, too.” 

Justin Upton: Maybe the Tigers should have given that six-year, $132.75 million deal to Yoenis Cespedes instead. The Tigers preferred Upton 
but so far he has been a bust, hitting .217 with one home run, while striking out a whopping 30 times, most in the American League. 

Ian Desmond: After no team wanted him as their shortstop, it looked like the Rangers made a clever signing for Desmond, swooping in late in 
the offseason to get him on a one-year, $8 million bargain deal to play left field. And it might still be that, but Desmond is off to a horrible start, 
hitting .153 with three extra-base hits while striking out 17 times in 59 at-bats. 

Honorable Mention: Ken Giles, Scott Kazmir, Mike Leake, Todd Frazier, Yovani Gallardo. 

TULO’S LOW 

Speaking of slow starts, Troy Tulowitzki has scouts trying to figure out why he has looked so bad early. Or at least he was until he went 3-for-4 
Saturday with two home runs, giving him four for the season. He’s still only hitting .188, however, and when he missed Friday’s game with a hip 
problem, it was a reminder he had hip surgery in 2014. 

One scout said Tulowitzki has been getting beat by fastballs up in the strike zone. 

 “If he’s got a hip problem that might explain some of it,” the scout said. 

On the other hand, Tulowitzki only hit .239 with the Blue Jays last year after coming over from the Rockies in that July 31 trade, leading to 
speculation about the Coors Field factor. 

“That’s part of it,” said the scout, “but he’s too good to look this bad. Something’s not right.” 

CAN-DIDI 

Kudos to Didi Gregorius, not for his baserunning blunder on Wednesday night — though it did accomplish the rarest of feats by making a Joe 
Girardi press conference entertaining. 



No, this is about Gregorius handled himself in the clubhouse, answering all the questions with candor — “stupid baserunning” — and without 
rancor, then doing it all over again when reporters approached him the next day because he was out of the lineup. 

Not many players would have stood for the same embarrassing questions the second day. Gregorius was accountable and classy about it; that 
and his spectacular defensive ability offer reason to believe he’ll be the shortstop here for years to come. 

SYN-SATIONAL 

As Noah Syndergaard continues to astound everyone with his dominance, you need about three or four statistic and sabermetric-oriented 
websites to put what he’s doing in some perspective. 

So how about this: According to Fangraphs.com, via the Baseball Savant site, Syndergaard has thrown 44 pitches at 100 mph or faster in his 
three starts. As of Thursday, all of the other pitchers in the majors had thrown a total of 12 in triple-digits. 

In addition, Syndergaard’s average velocity on his change-up (91.7 mph) is higher than the average fastball velocity this season of the likes of 
Greinke, Price, Madison Bumgarner, and Felix Hernandez. 
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