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Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Jason Heyward gets ‘very, very loud’ since hitting wall in St. Louis  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Of all the walls in popular myth and current affairs these days, this might be the one the Cardinals pay 
for. 
 
It still looms at Busch Stadium, unmoved and unchanged, awaiting Cubs right fielder Jason Heyward’s 
return Friday to St. Louis. 
 
‘‘I’m not thinking about that at all when I’m going back,’’ Heyward said. 
 
As Heyward takes the field 40 days after suffering a concussion when he hit that wall while trying to rob 
Dexter Fowler of a walk-off home run last month, it is the $184 million outfielder who looks changed, 
moved and maybe even redefined by the experience. 
 
‘‘The ball is sounding very, very loud out there,’’ teammate Ben Zobrist said. ‘‘You see how comfortable 
he is. Everybody roots for him and wants him to do so well. It’s been really good for our team.’’ 
 
With the Cubs heading into a weekend showdown with the National League Central rival Cardinals, 
Heyward is one of the hottest hitters in their lineup, with more than two weeks of results previously 
unseen from him since he signed his eight-year free-agent deal before the 2016 season. 
 
And he attributes much of those results to work he did in the batting cage in the days leading up to his 
return from two weeks on the concussion disabled list. 
 
Heyward downplays the magnitude of the changes in his swing — beyond a more-hands, less-arms 
emphasis — and makes no promises about staying power. 
 
‘‘There’s nothing new or different from him,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘He’s setting up better. You 
can see how the ball’s coming off the bat. It’s kind of snapping. There’s no push in his swing; it’s all snap 
right now.’’ 
 
Nothing new or different? Everything’s new and different about the results from a guy whose first two 
underachieving seasons at the plate with the Cubs spawned continual discussions about the worst 
contracts in baseball. 
 
Even after he and the rest of the Cubs were shut down by the Brewers in the last two games, Heyward is 
22-for-60 (.367) with a .914 OPS in his last 14 games, all but two of them after being moved up to the 
No. 2 spot in the order. 
 
More impressive are the left-handed-hitting Heyward’s four hits in his last nine at-bats against lefties, 
including a walk-off grand slam against Phillies reliever Adam Morgan last week and a tying single 
against lefty-killer Josh Hader of the Brewers in an extra-inning victory Monday. Those numbers also 
include another hit to the pull field against hard-throwing lefty closer Felipe Vazquez of the Pirates. 
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‘‘Everything’s the same; nothing’s different,’’ Heyward said of his emotions, demeanor and confidence. 
‘‘It’s another day. Things are going however [they’re going]. There’s no, like, ‘The sky opened up,’ or 
when things are going bad, ‘It’s pouring rain.’ That’s not me. 
 
‘‘Every day’s the same in my book. I’m here trying to help my team win.’’ 
 
But what if this is just the first chapter in a new book for Heyward at the plate? 
 
‘‘No one should get ahead of themselves with grand declarations,’’ said team president Theo Epstein, 
who is rooting as hard as anyone in the organization. 
 
Heyward certainly isn’t doing that. 
 
‘‘I’m just getting good pitches to hit and putting good swings on the baseball,’’ he said. 
 
A rival scout who has covered Heyward through much of his career said that he hasn’t fundamentally 
changed his swing, but that the difference has been even better pitch selection in recent weeks for the 
normally selective Heyward. 
 
‘‘He deserves so much credit,’’ Epstein said. ‘‘He made such good use of his time when he was on the 
DL. It was a difficult spot, on the concussion DL, and once he felt good enough to work, he worked really 
hard. 
 
‘‘He clearly found something with his swing and his hands and some feel and created some lag and some 
whip in his swing. That’s huge for him because through all he’s been through the last couple of years, he 
never lost the ability to recognize pitches early, the ability to manage a really good at-bat and never lost 
his hand-eye.’’ 
 
Consider that his first season with the Cubs — 2016 — was the worst of his career: .230 with a career-
low seven homers and a .631 OPS. And that an injury-hampered season in 2017 wasn’t a lot better (.259 
with a .715 OPS). 
 
‘‘Now that he’s got the whip going, you see the ball coming off the bat totally differently,’’ Epstein said. 
‘‘All the work has led to a better feel for his swing, and now he can take advantage of that great brain 
and eye that he has at the plate. 
 
‘‘In an era when strikeouts are up almost across the board, he’s making a ton of contact and starting to 
drive the ball. That’s really valuable.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Scouting report: Chicago Cubs at St. Louis Cardinals  
By Bruce Miles 
 
Cubs vs. St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium 
 
TV: 
ABC 7 Friday; FOX Saturday; ESPN Sunday 
 



 
Radio: 
WSCR 670-AM 
 
Pitching matchups: 
The Cubs' Jon Lester (7-2) vs. Michael Wacha (8-1) Friday at 7:15 p.m.; Kyle Hendricks (4-6) vs. Carlos 
Martinez (3-2) Saturday at 7:15 p.m.; Jose Quintana (6-4) vs. Jack Flaherty (3-2) Sunday at 7:08 p.m. 
 
At a glance: 
The Cubs are 1-4 against the Cardinals, 0-3 in St. Louis. The Cardinals are trying to hang close in the NL 
Central with several players on the disabled list. Shortstop Paul DeJong, a graduate of Antioch High 
School, remains on the DL after having surgery on his left hand. Relievers Matt Bowman and Greg 
Holland seem close to returning as they complete minor-league rehab stints. The Cardinals entered 
Thursday near the bottom in most key offensive categories except for home runs. Jose Martinez has a 
line of .321/.389/.517 with 10 homers and 42 RBI. The rest of the home run production is spread among 
several players. St. Louis ranked third in team ERA (3.60) while the Cubs were first (3.17). Cubs batters 
entered Thursday third in runs and batting average and first in on-base percentage and walks. This 
begins a stretch of 17 games in 17 days for the Cubs, whose next off-day is July 2. 
 
Next: 
 
Los Angeles Dodgers at Wrigley Field, Monday-Wednesday 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Bullpen depth provides Chicago Cubs with lots of options  
By Bruce Miles 
 
When it comes to their bullpen, the Cubs have options -- in more ways than one. 
 
Entering Thursday's break ahead of a weekend series at St. Louis, Cubs relief pitchers had the third-best 
ERA in the National League at 2.67. 
 
On top of that, they have been getting contributions throughout the bullpen, and they are in a situation 
where they have up to 14 relief pitchers at their disposal. 
 
Here's why: During the off-season, the front office obtained several mostly unheralded relievers with 
minor-league options. Since the season began, the Cubs have operated what amounts to a shuttle 
between Chicago and Des Moines, site of their Class AAA Iowa farm team. 
 
That shuttle has worn a path between the two cities. Luke Farrell, Cory Mazzoni, Justin Hancock and 
Randy Rosario have made the back-and-forth trips, and they recently added reliever Anthony Bass to the 
passenger list. 
 
"We've been trying to get to that point for a couple years, where we have optionable relievers that can 
shuttle in and out and who we trusted," team president Theo Epstein said this week in Milwaukee. "The 
best way to make sure your key relieves stay fresh all year is to trust all your relievers so that you're 
using them all and you're spreading the workload. 
 



 
"It's been hard to get to that point the last couple of years. There was a year where (Justin) Grimm was 
that last guy, and he was out of options. It's just nice now to have a situation where we have multiple 
optionable relievers who are doing a reliable job who we can trust a little bit." 
 
So far, so good. The Cubs have given closer Brandon Morrow (15 saves) a rest since June 7 as he battles 
what manager Joe Maddon termed "fatigue." Setup men Pedro Strop and Steve Cishek have picked up 
saves since then, and veteran lefty Brian Duensing has been mostly reliable in his second year with the 
Cubs. 
 
Maddon also has given important innings to Rosario (3-0, 0.71 ERA) and the rest. Farrell, picked up on 
waivers from the Reds last fall, gave up a game-winning home run in St. Louis on May 6, but he saved 
the Cubs' bacon with 5 shutout innings of relief in a 14-inning game at New York on June 2 and got the 
win. 
 
"There's definitely some pride involved because you realize, especially with this team, how important 
every win is and how important every game is," Farrell said. "I guess the other side of it is, that's my 
role. It's my job to eat innings and to be that long guy. To keep us in a ballgame like that is important." 
 
Farrell, a Northwestern graduate, is the son of former Boston Red Sox manager John Farrell. His two 
brothers work in the Cubs organization, so it wasn't a total surprise that the Cubs picked him up. 
 
"Not entirely," he said. "I know there had been interest in the past. The thing I was surprised about was 
that I was on waivers. I didn't know that I was. That phone call to find out that you have been sent to 
another team is certainly a shock. To come here has been a great experience." 
 
Of course, somebody has to find those relievers, and that's where good scouting comes in. 
 
"Pro scouting is more than just a big free-agent sign or a big trade," Epstein said. "It's also a lot of depth 
moves. In that regard it's been a really, really nice year for our pro scouting department and our 
organizational depth. Not only are there a number of guys throwing well in the Iowa pen, but they've 
come up here and given us 50-so innings of really good baseball collectively, stepping into big games in 
high-leverage spots and performing well." 
 
The guy who has to use the relievers properly is Maddon. With starting pitchers having some trouble 
going deep into games, there is more work for the relievers. Maddon acknowledges that it's not fun 
when the younger pitchers must go back to Iowa, but the goal is to have a strong bullpen for the final 
two months of the season and the postseason, should the Cubs make it. 
 
"You don't win a championship without a great bullpen," he said. "And you have to have depth. We have 
depth. The guys that you see, the guys that have been running the shuttle between Triple-A and here 
have done a great job, also. 
 
"That's a big part of success for me, not to bang on guys too much right now. Try to not get too heavy-
handed with anybody. I'm still big into August and September and I want to make sure that they feel 
good by then, too." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Clubhouse Access: Cubs pitching prospects, the change in Jason Heyward and story time with Joe 
Maddon  



 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Yu Darvish, the $126 million big-ticket item from the Cubs’ offseason spending spree, is on the disabled 
list and taking his time working through right triceps tendinitis, going off his experience as a Tommy 
John survivor. 
 
The Cubs have shut down Adbert Alzolay, according to a source familiar with the plan for the 
organization’s top pitching prospect, and are now looking at a longer timetable than initially anticipated 
when the Triple-A Iowa right-hander went on the disabled list with a strained lat muscle on May 30. 
 
That same day, the Cubs placed Carl Edwards Jr. on the disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. 
Even before Edwards developed into a dominant setup guy, the Cubs had always been cautious with him 
and won’t rush him back to the bullpen now. 
 
After watching Jose Albertos struggle at Class-A South Bend (18.69 ERA) in April and May, the Cubs sent 
the 19-year-old prospect back to extended spring training in Arizona for a reset and a chance to work on 
some mechanical changes before hopefully heading out to a short-season affiliate. 
 
And yet the organization’s top-to-bottom pitching infrastructure still might be stronger than it’s ever 
been during the Theo Epstein regime. 
 
Even if Darvish doesn’t return until after the All-Star break, the Cubs are still getting outstanding results 
from the second half of Jon Lester’s $155 million megadeal (7-2, 2.22 ERA) and seeing why Mike 
Montgomery (1.14 ERA in four starts) publicly lobbied to be in the rotation. 
 
Even if Alzolay no longer factors into the 2018 big-league plans, Duane Underwood Jr. continues 
maturing in the Iowa rotation (3.98 ERA, 1.13 WHIP through 61 innings) while Dillon Maples keeps 
putting up video-game numbers out of the Triple-A bullpen (14 strikeouts, one walk, zero runs in six 
June appearances). 
 
Without that Triple-A shuttle, the major-league bullpen (2.67 ERA) might’ve already crashed and the 
Cubs wouldn’t be 38-27 and only 1 1/2 games behind the first-place Milwaukee Brewers heading into 
this weekend’s showdown against the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 
 
Waiver claims Randy Rosario, Luke Farrell and Cory Mazzoni already have six wins combined while 
accounting for nearly 36 innings. Justin Hancock and Anthony Bass have allowed two runs and put up 11 
strikeouts combined in 12-plus innings. 
 
This is the added layer of pitching that Joe Maddon talked up in spring training, when the manager 
always sounds especially optimistic about everything. This is also the volume strategy that Epstein’s 
scouting department used with the 2016 and 2017 draft classes, spending 52 picks on pitchers. 
 
The Cubs fundamentally believe that pitching is too risky and fragile to build around. Pinning all your 
hopes on one or two arms is setting yourself up for disappointment, which became part of the logic in 
drafting Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ with first-round picks in 2013, 2014 and 2015. But 
given the way Maddon runs his bullpen – and how the modern game is played – even just developing 
reliable pitchers with minor-league options creates significant under-the-radar value. 
 
After trading away Gleyber Torres and Eloy Jiménez, the Cubs see a farm system that lacks the elite 
hitter to anchor a blockbuster deal and now tilts toward pitching at the lower levels. For marketing 
purposes, the Cubs would benefit from those young arms performing before the July 31 trade deadline. 



 
 
The Cubs are watching Thomas Hatch – their top pick (No. 104 overall) from the 2016 draft – establish 
himself in the Double-A Tennessee rotation (5-3, 3.42 ERA in 13 starts). Duncan Robinson – who came 
out of the same Dartmouth program that produced Kyle Hendricks – has a 3.39 ERA through 13 starts 
with the Smokies. Trevor Clifton – the organization’s minor league pitcher of the year in 2016 – recently 
earned a promotion from Tennessee to Iowa. 
 
Alex Lange – LSU’s Friday night starter and a College World Series performer last season – is already 
pushing for a promotion from advanced Class-A Myrtle Beach (3.28 ERA in 11 starts) after getting 
drafted with the No. 30 overall pick in 2017. 
 
“We knew we had this wave of pitching,” farm director Jaron Madison said. “Obviously, all of our trades 
and everything we’ve done with acquiring players over the past few years have been pitching-related. 
We were just waiting for that group to kind of step up. We challenged a few guys. 
 
“We’re really excited about that group and think in the next couple years you’ll start to see some of 
those guys forcing their way onto the big-league roster. Hopefully with us, but maybe in other scenarios 
with other teams.” 
 
Darvish is probably feeling some of the same first-year pressures that got to Jason Heyward, who still 
played Gold Glove defense and added to the clubhouse culture but looked nothing like the hitter who 
put up a .797 OPS for the Cardinals and then homered off Jake Arrieta during the 2015 playoffs. 
 
Now in the third season of an eight-year, $184 million megadeal, Heyward is finally becoming a 
productive offensive player, batting .271 with a .742 OPS and delivering clutch hits to go along with his 
spectacular defense in right field, alert baserunning and leadership skills. 
 
This looks more like Heyward’s confidence, natural athleticism and baseball IQ taking over more than 
any huge mechanical overhaul. Heyward, Maddon and new hitting coach Chili Davis all say he is using his 
hands differently. Epstein credited Heyward for using his time wisely while in Major League Baseball’s 
concussion protocol after trying to make a game-saving catch in early May (Dexter Fowler’s walk-off 
homer at Busch Stadium on “Sunday Night Baseball”). 
 
“Once he felt good enough to work, he worked really hard,” Epstein said. “He clearly found something 
with his swing, his hands, his feel. He created some lag and some whip in his swing. That’s huge for him. 
With all he’s been through the last couple years, he never lost the ability to recognize pitches early [or] 
the ability to manage a really good at-bat. He never lost his hand-eye [coordination]. The swing was just 
never quite at a point where he could do damage when he got his pitch. 
 
“Now that he’s got that whip going, you see the ball coming off the bat totally differently. He’s driving 
the ball through the gaps. He’s hitting the ball with some backspin to the pull side. The ball is coming off 
hot when he catches it deep to the opposite field. 
 
“All the work has led to some better feel for his swing and now he can take advantage of that great 
brain and eye that he has at the plate. In an era when strikeouts are up almost across the board, he’s 
making a ton of contact, starting to drive the ball. That’s really valuable.” 
 
Forget about “no tight butts” in the dugout and the Brewers needing treatment for sunburn after a 
Wrigley Field rainout and all the Cubs fans taking over Miller Park and the petty comments between the 
teams’ Twitter accounts. This is exactly what the I-94 rivalry needs. 
 



 
“My cousin’s a Brewer,” Maddon said. “We had a chance. It’s OK.” 
 
The Brewers just drafted Joey Baran – whose father is Maddon’s first cousin – in the 22nd round. Baran 
graduated from Hazleton High School, went to Stony Brook as a two-way player and then focused more 
on pitching at Lackawanna, a junior college in Pennsylvania. Maddon – who stayed in contact with 
scouts to get updates – described Baran as a 5-foot-10 left-hander with a low-90s fastball. 
 
Maddon then launched into the kind of story the Cubs should run on the Wrigley Field video board in 
between innings. Seriously, just let Maddon pick out a smoking jacket, put him in front of a fireplace and 
keep the cameras rolling as he talks about his years in the minors. Binny’s Beverage Depot could even be 
the sponsor. 
 
“[Joey Baran] had a chance to go to Penn State, but now he’s going to Helena,” Maddon said. “Helena – I 
managed the Idaho Falls Angels there in 1981. At that ballpark, Dicky Schofield, deep to left field the first 
game there. It’s a great memory. That league is tremendous bus rides. I mean, beautiful and long. You’re 
traveling a lot late at night, but the scenery is spectacular – Montana and Idaho. I don’t even know, is 
Medicine Hat or Lethbridge still in that league with Canada? Great stuff. Long rides. Merv Rettenmund 
sitting next to me, dipping Copenhagen and drinking a bottle of beer at the same time. I never 
understood how guys could do that. 
 
“And Butte – we played in Butte – that was the Brewers at that time. Home of Evel Knievel [and] the 
greatest greasy spoon, bar-slash-restaurant right on this little hill there. And you’d go in the back and 
there was like action on any sporting event in the United States. And I promise you that grease in the pit 
in the front where they cooked everything – at least a week to two weeks old. At least. Every bit of it. 
Loved all of that.” 
 
Listening to Maddon is a daily reminder of how he’s playing with so much house money right now. So is 
watching this MLB Network feature on Maddon meeting Joe Namath, his boyhood hero who turned 
down a $50,000 offer to sign with the Cubs in 1961 and instead became a Hall of Fame quarterback. 
 
Maddon’s long journey puts all the second-guessing about his lineups and bullpen decisions into 
perspective. Maddon tried to impart some of those lessons during his conversations with Baran. 
 
“I just advised him to be himself,” Maddon said. “Listen, just be quiet and do your job and just let it 
come to you. It sounds like you’ve been doing really well. Don’t add any layers to this thing right now. 
Just go out there and pitch and let your performance speak for itself. 
 
“Where we come from, you don’t get a lot baseball attention when it comes to the draft, so there’s not 
a lot of people there to give advice. Normally, people back home will tend to get a little bit over the top 
when things like this occur. I want him to remain humble and just go and let his pitching speak for itself. 
 
“He’s 21. Starting your career in Helena, Montana, there’s nothing cooler than that. Nothing cooler than 
that.” 
 
Maddon laughed when a reporter mentioned his cousin could always go back to school. 
 
“Well, of course, he could,” Maddon said. “But that’s always easier just to say. I said that, too.” 
 
-- 
 
 



 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Saving grace: How the Cubs created a 12-man bullpen  
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs saw their bullpen run full-speed into a brick wall late last year. 
 
After serving as a strength of the team in the first 4-5 months of the season, the Cubs bullpen fell off a 
cliff and struggled mightily toward the end of the regular season and into the playoffs. They simply ran 
out of gas. 
 
It was one of the main areas the Cubs looked to improve this winter, even as they lost Wade Davis, 
Hector Rondon and Koji Uehara to free agency. 
 
Theo Epstein's front office added Brandon Morrow and Steve Cishek to the relief corps and brought 
back Brian Duensing, but it's all the underrated moves that are really paying off for the Cubs bullpen 
right now. 
 
Luke Farrell, Randy Rosario, Cory Mazzoni and Anthony Bass were all signed in the offseason in minor 
moves and Justin Hancock was acquired from the San Diego Padres for Matt Szczur last May. 
 
Those 5 guys have combined to make 34 appearances for the Cubs in 2018 and to simply say they've 
been "successful" would be a massive understatement. 
 
That group has combined for a 1.88 ERA and 1.13 WHIP in 48 innings, striking out 49 batters and 
allowing just 4 homers.  
 
"One of the bigger differences this year is the other pitchers that have been chosen in the offseason to 
ride that train between here and Triple-A have done really well," Joe Maddon said. "There's a lot more 
to choose from, too." 
 
The success of those guys has allowed Maddon to mix those 5 in with Brandon Morrow, Carl Edwards Jr. 
(who is currently on the disabled list), Pedro Strop, Steve Cishek, Justin Wilson, Mike Montgomery (who 
is currently in the rotation) and Duensing to form a 12-man bullpen of sorts. 
 
In a day and age in Major League Baseball where so much emphasis is now put on the bullpen, that's a 
huge advantage the Cubs have carved out for themselves. 
 
"Pro scouting is more than just like a big free agent sign or a big trade," Epstein said. "It's also a lot of 
depth moves and in that regard, it's been a really, really nice year for our pro scouting department and 
our organizational depth.  
 
"Not only are there a number of guys throwing well in the Iowa 'pen, but they've come up here and 
given us 50 or so innings of really good baseball collectively. Stepping into big games and high leverage 
spots and performing well. That — along with the performance of the core bullpen guys — has made it a 
really nice year in the 'pen so far." 
 
The impact of all those under-the-radar guys has given the Cubs the best ERA in the National League 
(3.17) and second best overall behind only the Houston Astros. Only the Arizona Diamondbacks (2.50) 
and Milwaukee Brewers (2.65) have better bullpen ERAs than the Cubs' 2.67 mark in the MLB. 
 



 
The numbers are good for the 5 guys, obviously, but even more than that, they've been able to give 
Maddon multiple innings and save arms for other days. 
 
Of the 34 appearances by that group, 15 of them have resulted in more than 3 outs, including Farrell's 
inspired 5-inning performance in extra innings in New York earlier this month. 
 
On top of talent, the "Iowa pitchers" have all complimented the way the clubhouse and coaching staff 
has embraced them, allowing them to feel comfortable from Day 1. 
 
This is all by design. This is what the Cubs front office had in mind over the winter, but actually even 
before that. 
 
They released Justin Grimm in spring training in part because he had no minor-league options 
remaining.  
 
Farrell, Rosario, Hancock and Mazzoni all entered the year with multiple options remaining, so they 
could conceivably fill a similar role next year if they continue to find success and remain with the Cubs. 
 
More than half the season is left to be played, but for right now, these guys have done a heck of a job 
keeping the Cubs' top relievers fresh while trying to carve out a role for themselves moving forward. 
 
"We've been trying to get to that point for a couple years where we can have optionable relievers that 
you can kinda shuttle in and out that we trusted," Epstein said. "The best way to make sure your key 
relievers stay fresh all year is to trust all your relievers so that you're using them all and spreading the 
workload around. 
 
"And it's been hard to get to that point the last couple years. There was the year Grimm was kinda like 
that last guy when he was out of options. It's just nice to now have a situation where we have multiple 
optionable relievers that are doing a reliable job that Joe can trust a little bit. Maybe use the whole 'pen 
instead of just a handful of guys." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
The Cubs have more bullpen reinforcements waiting in the wings 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs have found a way to get the absolute most out of their bullpen already this year, but they 
haven't yet tapped into all of their resources. 
 
For all the success of the guys who have been shuttled from Triple-A Iowa to Chicago, the Cubs' most 
enticing young relief prospect still hasn't even thrown an inning in the big leagues this season. 
 
Dillon Maples turned heads last year with his triple-digit velocity and a dyanmic slider. 
 
He struck out 100 batters in 63.1 minor-league innings in the Cubs system, enjoying a breakthrough 
season at age 25 after years of issues with injuries and ineffectiveness since the Cubs made him a 14th-
round draft pick in 2011. 
 
The Cubs gave Maples above-slot money to sign with the team out of Pinecrest High School (North 
Carolina) seven years ago and he finally put it all together last season to rocket through the system, 



 
making stops at Advanced Class-A Myrtle Beach, Double-A Tennessee and Triple-A Iowa before getting 
to Chicago. 
 
With the big-league club, Maples was unimpressive — allowing 6 runs on 6 walks and 6 hits but did 
manage to strike out 11 batters in 5.1 innings in his first taste of life in The Show. 
 
Entering 2018, Maples had an outside chance at making the big-league bullpen out of spring training but 
instead went to Iowa for more seasoning. 
 
He got out to a rough start (5.93 ERA, 2.05 WHIP, 17 BBs in 13.2 IP) but has since found his groove. 
 
Over the last three-and-a-half weeks, Maples has not allowed a run in 8 appearances, permitting only 3 
hits and a pair of walks in 8 innings. He's also struck out 16 batters and has multiple whiffs in 6 straight 
outings. 
 
The bullpen was a hot topic of conversation with Joe Maddon and Theo Epstein earlier this week in 
Milwaukee and the two Cubs leaders each mentioned Maples specifically. 
 
Maddon said Maples' name has not come up just yet as a guy that could be added to the bullpen soon, 
but Epstein admitted Maples is "locked in in Iowa the last couple weeks and he hasn't even had his 
opportunity [in Chicago] yet." 
 
Maples' promotion to the majors may not be imminent but with the shuttle between Des Moines and 
Chicago in full effect, his turn at Wrigley Field shouldn't be too far off, especially if he keeps pitching this 
way. 
 
The Cubs also have another under-the-radar relief arm coming up through their system in Dakota 
Mekkes, who became Maples' teammate a week ago. 
 
Mekkes was a 10th-round pick out of Michigan State University in 2016 and has a ridiculous 1.05 ERA 
and 0.97 WHIP across the last three seasons as a reliever in the Cubs system. 
 
Mekkes — a 23-year-old with an intimdating frame (6-foot-7, 250 pounds) — carries a 0.68 season ERA 
in 2018 between Double-A Tennessee (16 games) and Triple-A Iowa (3 games). He's whiffed 36 batters 
in 26.2 innings while allowing only 12 hits.  
 
The big right-hander fits the bill as a guy who can go multiple innings if need be and has been heralded 
as a pitcher with great deception and command that drew a loose comparison to David Robertson, Drew 
Storen and Addison Reed two years ago when he was drafted. 
 
The majors may be too ambitious for Mekkes in 2018, but he should be on the radar of Cubs fans as part 
of the next wave of pitching from the farm system. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Jon Lester properly 'angling' for success this season  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Jon Lester wasn’t taking a break when he didn’t accompany his teammates on a one-hour bus ride from 
Mesa to Surprise, Ariz., on March 14. 



 
 
The Cubs left-hander, in search of rekindling the effectiveness he lost some in 2017, faced a group of 
Triple-A Reno batters on one of the minor-league fields at the Diamondbacks’ spring training complex. 
 
Whether it was pitching in front of a crowd of 15,000 at Sloan Park or in front of fewer than 100 minor-
league players, staffers, scouts and family members, Lester’s goal last spring was simple — finding the 
proper arm angle to regain the success against right-handed batters that eluded him somewhat in 2017 
and raised concern about his effectiveness entering the final three years of his six-year, $155 million 
contract. 
 
“I didn’t care about the velocity,” Lester said. “I didn’t care if I was throwing 83 or 88 mph in spring 
training as long as my angle was right. We were able to get good results. That was a big thing going into 
our bullpens and starts — to get that angle back.” 
 
The work has paid off handsomely for Lester, 34, who hopes to snap the Cubs’ two-game losing streak 
Friday night in the opener of a three-game series against the Cardinals at warm Busch Stadium. 
 
Through his first 13 starts, Lester has limited right-handed hitters to a .209 batting average — 66 points 
lower than last season, when Lester battled an array of problems. The spring training commitment has 
contributed to a 7-2 record and 2.22 ERA that could earn him his fifth All-Star Game selection and help 
him reach the 200-inning mark that has been the norm for most of his career as a full-time starter. 
 
And as a bonus, his velocity occasionally returns to the 94-mph range, which can appear faster because 
of his 6-foot-4 frame and full arm extension. 
 
“That’s kind of a byproduct of having that clean line (to home plate),” pitching coach Jim Hickey said. 
“The ball leaves his hand clean and has that finish to it. Even if the velocity says 90 mph instead of 93, 
(the ball) gets on you when he does have that clean delivery.” 
 
Said Lester: “It has been nice to see a couple of those higher numbers. When I was younger, I would hit 
those numbers more frequently. It’s always nice to know they’re there.” 
 
Whether it was fatigue from the 2016 World Series or poor mechanics that led to a 4.33 ERA and failing 
to reach 200 innings last year for the first time since 2011, Lester knew he had to find a way to pitch 
inside effectively against right-handers. 
 
“When I did get it in there, it was flat,” Lester recalled. “I just felt like I was behind all year.” 
 
Catcher Willson Contreras concurred with Lester’s assessment and devoted his spring starts to helping 
him accomplish his goal with the mindset of not getting consumed with velocity. 
 
“He’s more consistent at this point than he was as this point last year,” Contreras said. 
 
This marks only the third time in the last nine seasons that Lester hasn’t been a teammate of John 
Lackey, 39, who remains an unsigned free agent. 
 
But some of Lackey’s wisdom has rubbed off on Lester in a positive manner, such as staying in a routine 
between starts. 
 



 
“Throwing not as hard (as in the past) helps because it’s not like I’m going to throw this one by a batter 
in a big situation and get beat by a fastball,” Lester said. “It’s more about location over stuff. That was 
the big thing I learned from him. 
 
“Throughout his career and mine, you learn you don’t have that extra gear anymore.” 
 
Lester has managed to pitch well despite having three starts pushed back by at least one day because of 
rain, thanks in part to Lackey’s example. 
 
“No matter what the situation is — whether it’s Game 7 of the World Series, opening day or a game in 
June — you keep that same routine, which is a safety blanket,” Lester said. “No matter what the 
surroundings are, I’ll be ready.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Juan Soto's feat recalls a forgotten teen phenom from Cubs' past  
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Every few years or so a teen phenom arrives in baseball and makes a big splash, showing the world that 
experience is overrated. 
 
This year’s version is Juan Soto, the 19-year-old rookie outfielder for the Nationals who hit two home 
runs Wednesday night at Yankee Stadium, becoming the youngest player with a multi-homer game since 
Andruw Jones did it for the Braves on Aug. 22, 1996. 
 
After starting the season in Class A, Soto was put in the EZ-Pass lane to the majors because of injuries on 
the Nationals’ roster. But he has so far proved he belongs, as he is hitting .344 with five home runs and a 
1.088 OPS in his first 20 games despite having only 512 plate appearances in the minors. 
 
“He's the truth," Nationals pitcher Justin Miller told mlb.com. 
 
Soto was 19 years, 231 days when he connected off Yankees pitchers Sonny Gray and Chasen Shreve, 
the fifth-youngest player in major-league history to accomplish the feat. Jones was 19 years, 121 days 
when he had his first multi-homer game. 
 
Aside from Jones, the only other players younger than Soto to hit two homers in one game were the 
Mariners’ Ken Griffey Jr., who did it twice in 1989, at 19 years, 190 days and then at 19 years, 226 days; 
the Giants’ Mel Ott, who did it twice in 1928, at 19 years, 77 days and then at 19 years, 187 days; and 
the Cubs’ Danny Murphy, who did it in 1961 at 19 years, 35 days — the youngest ever. 
 
It’s way too soon to say whether Soto will wind up in the Hall of Fame, like Ott and Griffey, or even 
become an All-Star, like Jones. 
 
But it’s safe to say Soto won’t follow the path of Murphy, a left-handed-hitting outfielder who made 
history and went almost nine years before hitting his next home run — as a relief pitcher for the White 
Sox. 
 
Murphy was a prominent high school star in Massachusetts when the Cubs signed him, and he made his 
major-league debut at 17 in June 1960. But it was on Sept. 27, 1961, that Murphy made history in a 5-2 
victory over the Cardinals before a sparse crowd of 1,558 at Wrigley Field. 



 
 
The Cubs were playing out the string during a 64-90 season, and the first six players in the Cubs’ lineup 
that day were Ken Hubbs, Murphy, Ernie Banks, George Altman, Billy Williams and Ron Santo. Lou Brock 
was on the bench after starting his career 1-for-11. 
 
Murphy’s big day did not go unnoticed. Two photos of him appeared in the next day’s Tribune sports 
section under the heading: “Danny Boy O Boy!” One photo featured Murphy after the first of his two 
homers shaking Banks’ hand at the plate, and the headline over the Tribune game story read: “Cubs 
Teens’ Homers Announce Bright Future in 5 to 2 Victory.” 
 
Cubs beat writer Richard Dozer lauded Murphy and Hubbs and suggested the future was bright. 
 
“A silent crowd of 1,558 may have witnessed the birth of a new era in Cub potency,” Dozer wrote. “Dan 
Murphy, the $125,000 bonus outfielder (up) from Double-A San Antonio, hit two home runs, and Ken 
Hubbs, a Class B (Wenatchee) graduate, hit one (and a triple). The two former prep standouts, from the 
east and west coasts, respectively, are 19 years old.” 
 
Hubbs went on to win the National League Rookie of the Year award in 1962, but his promising career 
ended when he was killed in a plane crash Feb. 13, 1964. Murphy had no homers and only 35 at-bats for 
the 1962 Cubs before his career stalled in the minors. 
 
But eventually he reinvented himself as a reliever and made it back to the majors with the Sox. Murphy 
pitched in 68 games in 1969-70, posting a 4.66 ERA. 
 
He managed to hit his fourth and final career home run in an 11-10 victory over the Twins in the second 
game of a doubleheader June 28 at Comiskey Park. Murphy pitched four innings of relief to get the 
victory, with Wilbur Wood notching the save. 
 
Teen phenoms come and go, and Murphy didn’t have much of a career about which to brag. But he’s 
still in the major-league record book 57 years later. 
 
How many players can say that? 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
NL Central thoughts: Cubs-Brewers rivalry strengthens; will Jake Arrieta help out his former team? 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Brewers snatched first place in the National League Central back from the Cubs by winning the final 
two games of their three-game series at Miller Park, but no one is taking anything for granted. 
 
“We’ve started out doing well, but I’ve been through a lot and (I) know we have to compete (in) 162 
games,” Brewers center fielder Lorenzo Cain said. “It’s still early in the season. You can’t crown anybody 
in June. You have to win now and (think about ) first later. 
 
“You just want to be in first the last game of the season. I understand we have a lot of games left.” 
 
Back-to-back shutouts led the Brewers, who have played the Cubs tight in the season series despite 
losing eight of the 11 games. Manager Craig Counsell said victories over the Cubs are “important” but 
only because the Brewers expect a race between the two until the end. 



 
 
“We played a good series,” Counsell said. “It was a fabulous series. I sound like a broken record, but we 
pitched incredibly again. That’s a lineup that’s scoring a lot of runs, and we shut them down with our 
pitching very well.” 
 
The teams don’t meet again until a two-game series at Wrigley Field on August 14-15. A lot can happen 
in two months. 
 
Jake’s pledge 
While the Cubs travel to St. Louis for a three-game series beginning Friday, the Brewers continue their 
homestand against the Phillies and Jake Arrieta. 
 
When the Phillies were at Wrigley Field last week, Arrieta wasn’t scheduled to face his former team. But 
he said Anthony Rizzo texted him beforehand, saying: “Man, I can’t believe you’re ducking the Cubbies.” 
 
Arrieta responded: “I just told him, ‘Man, I’m just trying to help you guys catch Milwaukee.’ ” 
 
But Arrieta didn’t help the Cubs much Saturday in his start against the Brewers, allowing five runs in 5 
1/3 innings in a 13-2 loss. Arrieta took the blame. 
 
“Whatever is said or unsaid, I intend to win the game I start,” he said. “I’ll wear that one. That one’s on 
me.” 
 
Arrieta gets another shot Friday, facing Brent Suter. 
 
Same old, same old 
The Cubs and Cardinals play another Sunday night game this weekend, their second matchup of the 
season on ESPN’s showcase game. The Brewers have led the NL Central outright or been tied for first for 
36 days, but the network continues to ignore them. 
 
According to a Brewers spokesman, the last time the team was featured on “Sunday Night Baseball” was 
Sept. 22, 2013, against the Cardinals. They were 68-86 at the time, so basically ESPN just wanted to 
show the Cardinals. 
 
As much as fans complain about ESPN’s alleged obsession with the Yankees and Red Sox, the network 
also tends to overdo the Cubs-Cardinals rivalry. Maybe it’s time to give the Brewers their much-deserved 
shot in the national spotlight. 
 
Change the topic 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon gets a lot of grief for his crazy lineups and revolving cast of leadoff men. He 
already has used eight players in the No. 1 spot, including Anthony Rizzo, Kris Bryant and Willson 
Contreras. 
 
But despite Ian Happ’s rough start, the Cubs began Thursday ranked fifth in the majors in on-base 
percentage (.353) and average (.278) from the leadoff spot. 
 
Albert Almora Jr.’s .327 average in 26 games in the top spot is second to the Red Sox’s Mookie Betts, 
and Almora and Ben Zobrist are among the top 10 in leadoff OBP — Zobrist is sixth at .374, Almora 10th 
at .372. 
 



 
The Cubs have plenty of problems, including their .236 average with runners in scoring position, which 
ranks 21st. But the top of the lineup isn’t an issue, at least since Maddon dropped Happ in the order. 
 
Lackey update 
In an interview with USA Today, starting pitcher Clay Buchholz said the Diamondbacks originally tried to 
sign former Cubs starter John Lackey instead of him. 
 
“I don’t bring that up to him now because (Lackey’s) a lot bigger than me,” Buchholz joked. “I don’t want 
to make him mad. 
 
“But Lackey is a bulldog. I fully expect him to be with some club this year. I know for a fact he still works 
out and keeps his body ready, but I also know he’s enjoying his life too.” 
 
Wouldn’t it be something to see Lackey facing the Cubs in a Brewers uniform in August and September? 
 
We can only dream for now. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Chris Gimenez on the perils of pitching for position players: 'The slope will do weird things to your arm' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Chris Gimenez’s memory of pitching in his first major-league game in 2014 is a painful reminder that 
catching remains his primary job. 
 
“The next seven days after that, I felt I needed Tommy John and several shoulder surgeries,” Gimenez 
said. “I decided from that point on I was going to throw it slow, and that’s what I’ve done since then.” 
 
John Baker experienced a similar reaction after his only pitching stint, in which he pitched the 16th 
inning to earn a victory for the Cubs in a meaningless 2014 game. 
 
“I was really sore on my left side,” recalled Baker, a former catcher who’s now the Cubs’ mental skills 
coordinator. “I wasn’t used to throwing a ball downhill.” 
 
The need for managers to use a position player to pitch seemingly has increased, even with expanded 
bullpens in this era of increased specialization. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon resisted the temptation to use Gimenez during the Cubs’ 14-inning victory over 
the Mets on June 2 but acknowledged catchers perhaps are the best position players to pitch in an 
emergency. 
 
“Still, you don’t want to take your chances with anyone doing that,” Maddon said. 
 
Maddon believes the best way to prepare for such a situation is to nurture a position player to the point 
where he warms up on the sidelines in what he described to as a “mini-Ohtani” role, in reference to the 
Angels’ pitcher-designated hitter standout. 
 
But Ohtani currently is on the 10-day disabled list with a Grade 2 ligament strain in his right pitching 
elbow and could face season-ending surgery. 
 



 
“But if a guy isn’t used to it, I’d be very hesitant,” said Maddon, who has used a position player to pitch 
on seven occasions during his 3½ seasons with the Cubs. 
 
Still, Gimenez believes it’s becoming more realistic to carry a backup position player who can pitch in an 
emergency situation and blowout games, especially in this era of specialization. 
 
Gimenez has pitched in nine major-league games, including six last season with the Twins. 
 
And over the course of the last 4½ seasons, Gimenez has learned to take care of his arm and not try to 
impress anyone as he did throwing 87 mph in his first appearance and experiencing acute pain 
afterward. 
 
“It’s hard enough to hit in general,” Gimenez said. “It’s hard to hit off a position player because you have 
that mental aspect of it. You’re dinged if you do, and you’re danged if you don’t. If you get a hit, you’re 
supposed to. And if you don’t, a position player got you out. 
 
“I try to use that to my advantage and throw slow. I proved it last year just throwing as slow as I could. I 
gave up some hits, a homer. It’s going to happen. But I don’t care what my ERA is. The reason I was 
doing it was to eat up some innings for the guys, if someone got hurt, or sent down, or something like 
that. And they knew I was going to do it responsibly.” 
 
While with the Indians in 2016, Gimenez witnessed the perils of throwing at maximum effort when Blue 
Jays infielder Ryan Goins threw a scoreless 18th inning in a 2-1 19-inning loss to the Indians only to 
experience right forearm tightness that sidelined him for a month. 
 
Gimenez pitched two days later and allowed four runs in two innings of a 17-1 loss but had no regrets. 
 
“There’s a double factor in that,” Gimenez said. “You lose a good role player for that team and lose the 
game, too. It was unfortunate, but I knew I didn’t want to put myself in harm’s way. Not that (Goins) did 
anything wrong, but you get into the moment and you’re competitive.” 
 
There’s also the humility of getting pounded, as Maddon recalled using infielder John Hotchkiss for only 
one pitch to complete an inning for Double-A Midland in one game in 1986, only to see him not retire a 
batter in a 70-pitch outing of a 33-5 loss at El Paso and hurt his arm. 
 
“You have to protect yourself,” Gimenez said. “The slope will do weird things to your arm. It’s weird, but 
when I throw slow, it’s good to go. I throw like a catcher.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Series preview: Cubs at Cardinal 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
All games on WSCR-AM 670. 
 
Friday: 7:15 p.m., ABC-7. 
 
LH Jon Lester (7-2, 2.22) vs. RH Michael Wacha (8-1, 2.47). 
 
Saturday: 7:15 p.m., FOX-32. 



 
 
RH Kyle Hendricks (4-6, 3.48) vs. RH Carlos Martinez (3-3, 2.96). 
 
Sunday: 7:05 p.m., ESPN. 
 
LH Jose Quintana (6-4, 4.09) vs. RH Jack Flaherty (3-2, 2.96). 
 
-- 
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