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Votto's influence strong on Reds' 2018 lineup 

Suarez, Winker poised for more production next season 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

12:00 AM ET 

 

CINCINNATI -- For all the shortcomings the Reds had in 2017, the lineup's ability to produce power was not one of them. 

Cincinnati had a deep lineup that could clear the fences. 

 

Although the club was middle-of-the-road in batting average, ranking eighth in the National League at .253, its 219 home runs were 

third-most in club history. A club-record six players hit at least 20 homers, five had at least 25 and three hitters -- Joey Votto, Adam 

Duvall and Scott Schebler -- had at least 30. 

 

Subtract free agent shortstop Zack Cozart -- departed to the Angels -- and insert Jose Peraza and most of the Reds lineup is returning 

for 2018. 

 

MLB.com is taking a look at the projected lineup of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. Here's how the Reds might stack up: 

 

LINEUP IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 

 

Billy Hamilton, CF 

Eugenio Suarez, 3B 

Joey Votto, 1B 

Adam Duvall, LF 

Scott Schebler, RF 

Scooter Gennett, 2B 

Jose Peraza, SS 

Tucker Barnhart, C 

 

STRENGTH 

 

Votto is possibly the best hitter in baseball, and he's coming off a season in which he was the runner-up for the NL Most Valuable 

Player Award. His influence and approach to hitting has spread to others, including Suarez, who seems poised to have a breakout 

year after huge improvements on both sides of his game last season. 

 

QUESTION MARK 

 

Hamilton has a sub-.300 on-base percentage for his career, and he must fulfill his potential to get on base more and set up 

opportunities for the hitters behind him, namely Votto. Duvall has been a poor second-half hitter with big fades in each of the past 

two seasons. Peraza has to fill Cozart's shoes after his All-Star season. Can the young shortstop, who struggled in the first half as the 

everyday second baseman and lost his job, carry his second-half improvements into 2018? 

 

If prospect Jesse Winker gets into the lineup more often, it becomes very left-handed-heavy. 

 

WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 

 



The Reds want Winker to play more regularly, and they are prepared to go with a four-outfielder rotation. However, the club was 

willing to listen this offseason to trade proposals for both Hamilton and Duvall, and it's always possible they find a match. If 

Hamilton were dealt, there wouldn't be a natural replacement to both play center field and lead off. Winker could do the job, but he 

lacks speed. Schebler could play center field, but it's not the preferred option for manager Bryan Price. 

 

Another X-factor is the team's top prospect, Nick Senzel. The third baseman will be at his first big league camp, and he will be 

given a shot to play up to five positions -- including the outfield for the first time. If Senzel forces the team's hand with a strong 

Spring Training, it might find him a place to play. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 

 

 

Reds prospect Greene makes splash with camp 

Hunter Greene Baseball Fest 

Jan. 7th, 2018 

By Chad Thornburg MLB.com 

 

INGLEWOOD, Calif. -- Not even seven months into his professional career, since the Reds made him the No. 2 overall pick in last 

June's Draft, Hunter Greene is already making an impact. 

 

The 18-year-old two-way player, rated as baseball's 18th-best prospect by MLB Pipeline, may still be a ways away from reaching 

the big leagues, but he's leaving his mark by giving back to the Southern California community from which he came. 

 

Greene -- who grew up near Santa Clarita, attended Notre Dame High School in Sherman Oaks and was a fixture for many years at 

the MLB Youth Academy in Compton -- headlined the first leadership camp, baseball exhibition and community festival on Sunday 

at Inglewood's Darby Park, where he once played in tournaments when he was younger. 

 

"I feel like I was just here playing with these kids," Greene said. "A lot has happened. You know, seeing them and being able to be 

here with them and share this day is very special." 

 

He's just 18 years old and has only 10 professional games of rookie ball under his belt, but Greene's presence felt natural alongside 

Sunday's other headliners like Mets ace Noah Syndergaard, Reds legend Eric Davis and Hall of Famer Dave Winfield. 

 

"I know how much of an outstanding citizen Hunter Greene is, so coming out here was a no-brainer," Syndergaard said. 

 

"It's not something that you see all the time with a kid that's 17, 18 years old, who just was possessed with so much so fast, who 

thinks about others at that particular age," said Davis, a Cincinnati Reds Hall of Famer who won a World Series with the team in 

1990. "This is just the first of many things that we're going to be talking about Hunter doing in the community." 

 

Former Major Leaguer Royce Clayton, Angels prospect Dalton Blumenfeld, D-backs prospect Tyler Mark and Inglewood mayor 

James Butts were also on hand for the event, which featured baseball instruction and demonstrations for children ages 9-14 and a 

leadership clinic. 

 

"This is the beginning of the year community festival to get everybody energized and involved and supporting baseball," said 

Winfield, a 12-time All-Star who won a World Series with the Blue Jays in 1992. 

 

The half-day camp centered around five pillars: Integrity, humility, compassion, courage and discipline. All proceeds benefited the 

Inglewood Baseball Fund, a non-profit that serves local youth through player development, coaching internships, field renovations 

and college counseling. 

 

"It's special to be here. We have a really good camp that's set up," Greene said. "[Young athletes] need to have the right resources 

and exposure to move to the next level. They need to have the right coaches out here, have the right mindset, because it's hard, you 

know. It's a challenge. As long as you have the right circle with you and the right people telling you the right things, I think 

everything will work out well." 

 

Chad Thornburg is a reporter for MLB.com based in Los Angeles. 

 

This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 



CINCINNATI ENQUIRER  
 

 

Ronnie Dale, former Crosley Field organist, dies at 86 

Dave Clark, dclark@cincinnati.com Published 1:30 p.m. ET Jan. 5, 2018 | Updated 11:38 p.m. ET Jan. 5, 2018 

 

The story of Reds second base prospect Shed Long and the story of the baseball minor leagues, the long, winding path to big-league 

fame, fortune and glory. The Enquirer/Sam Greene Sam Greene 

 

Erwin Ronald "Ronnie" Grubb - a Cincinnati native known as "Ronnie Dale" as the Cincinnati Reds organist at Crosley Field for 

about 14 years, passed away Sunday (Dec. 31) at the age of 86. 

 

Family members say he was the first organist to lead the crowd in yelling "Charge!" - still heard today at ballparks and arenas 

everywhere. He was once told by umpire Jocko Conlan to stop playing it, and - as legend has it - thrown out of the game when he 

persisted. 

 

Dale played every home game for the Reds. His position was in foul territory above third base in Crosley Field's organ booth. 

 

From Hall of Famer Johnny Bench via Twitter: 

  

Johnny Bench 

✔ 

@JohnnyBench_5 

The sweet sound of Ronnie Dale is now entertaining the Golden Harp Room just beyond the Pearly Gates. 

 

In Closing ’Em Down: Final Games at Thirteen Classic Ballparks, David M. Jordan wrote that Dale played "God Bless America" 

and "Good Night Sweetheart" as fans left Crosley Field when it closed in 1970. 

 

Hammond Organ and Piano, where Dale used to perform, wrote that Dale was named best organist in the National League. Dale 

also performed at The Golden Rooster and Coney Island's Sunlite Pool, among other places. 

 

Grubb's obituary on legacy.com says services will be held at 3 p.m. Saturday (Jan. 6) in the Chapel of Hixson Brothers in Pineville, 

Louisiana, with burial in Greenwood Memorial Park. 

 

More from his obituary: 

 

Mr. Grubb was born in Cincinnati, Ohio on September 27, 1931 and passed from this life, Sunday, December 31, 2017 at University 

of Cincinnati Hospital. 

 

He moved with family to Alexandria, Louisiana, and was a music student of Mrs. H. D. Dear. He graduated from Bolton High 

School before attending the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. He proudly served his country in the United States Army, he 

returned to Cincinnati to resume his music career. He was the organist at Crosley Field for the Cincinnati Reds Baseball team for 14 

years as "Ronnie Dale", he made history there with two big league firsts, first organist to lead the crowd in choruses of "Charge!" 

and the first to be thrown out of a game as "Charge!" music irked the umpire. He used his God-given gift of music to entertain 

others at Coney Island Resort, hotels, restaurants, concerts and many special events in following years. He loved his Cincinnati 

friends and co-workers, jobs in his chosen profession, the Smokey Mountains, his Louisiana home and always, his family. 

 

Transactions 
 

01/06/18 

St. Louis Cardinals signed free agent RHP Preston Guilmet to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

San Diego Padres signed free agent RHP Kazuhisa Makita. 

San Diego Padres designated SS Jose Rondon for assignment. 

San Diego Padres signed free agent RHP Craig Stammen. 

San Diego Padres traded 2B Yangervis Solarte to Toronto Blue Jays for CF Edward Olivares and RHP Jared Carkuff. 

Cincinnati Reds signed free agent C Daniel Vellojin to a minor league contract. 

New York Yankees signed free agent RHP Renso Mejia to a minor league contract. 

 

01/05/18 

San Diego Padres signed free agent SS Juan Garcia to a minor league contract. 



Kansas City Royals invited non-roster RHP Mike Broadway to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster CF Donald Dewees Jr. to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals signed free agent RHP Seth Maness to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster RHP Kevin Lenik to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster SS Humberto Arteaga to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster 1B Frank Schwindel to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster 1B Ryan O'Hearn to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster SS Nicky Lopez to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster 2B Jack Lopez to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster C Chase Vallot to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster C Parker Morin to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster C Nick Dini to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster RHP Josh Staumont to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster RHP Glenn Sparkman to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster LHP Richard Lovelady to spring training. 

Kansas City Royals invited non-roster LHP Foster Griffin to spring training. 

Baltimore Orioles signed free agent LHP Edinson Lopez to a minor league contract. 

Arizona Diamondbacks signed free agent C Manuel Garcia to a minor league contract. 

Arizona Diamondbacks signed free agent RHP Rael Santos to a minor league contract. 

 

 

 


