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Gray dominates, earns win in big league return 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Jon Gray fought his emotions when he walked off the mound to a standing ovation of 47,789 fans at Coors 

Field. 

 

He didn't know if he was going to cry. He didn't know if he was going to laugh. He didn't know much of anything, except 

that he finally felt good on that mound Saturday night, limiting the Mariners to just four hits and leading the Rockies to a 4-

1 victory -- their 12th win in the last 15 games. 

 

"I didn't think I was ever going to have that feeling again," Gray said, again fighting his emotions in the clubhouse after the 

game. 

 

After being demoted to Triple-A Albuquerque on June 30 and making two starts, the Rockies right-hander threw a season-

high 7 1/3 innings. His one earned run didn't come until the eighth inning, and he struck out six while walking just one 

batter. 

 

It was, in all senses, a completely new pitcher on the mound for the Rockies. Before being demoted, Gray was 7-7 with a 

5.77 ERA in 17 starts. He lacked command in his pitches and composure with runners in scoring position, allowing a .819 

OPS in those situations. 
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Not on Saturday. Gray didn't allow a hit until the fourth inning, when Jean Segura singled, and the Mariners were just 1-

for-5 with runners in scoring position. Rockies manager Bud Black said Gray had command on the outside corner to right-

handed batters and was able to throw the ball in and away to left-handers. His slider was effective, and, overall, he kept 

the ball down. 

 

"Jon was pitching with conviction, even going into his side session a couple of days ago, Steve [Foster] and Darren 

[Holmes] noticed a marked difference in Jon," Black said. "Jon was determined today to get back on track." 

 

Even his look was a bit different. Gray trimmed his hair and beard a couple of days before Saturday, and, for the first time 

all year, he lowered his pant cuffs to his ankles, instead of having them above the calf. 

 

"Changed it all," Gray said. "Started over. Fresh start." 

 

His approach was one he took when pitching in Albuquerque -- be natural. 

 

"Just try to take so many things out of my mind, so many mechanical things out of my mind and just make good pitches," 

Gray said. "See the out in your head and make the pitch. It was that simple today." 

 

In the eighth inning, Gray gave up a single to Ben Gamel, along with an RBI double to Chris Herrmann. Rockies reliever 

Adam Ottavino replaced Gray with two runners on and one out, but Ottavino saved the day by inducing a fielder's choice 

and striking out Segura. Wade Davis threw a 1-2-3 ninth inning and got the save. 

 

The Rockies secured their second series win over the Mariners this season, the first coming in Seattle last weekend. 

Colorado has won five consecutive series against teams above .500 for the first time in franchise history. The Rockies 

haven't won five straight series since 2014, when they beat the Phillies, the Giants, the Dodgers, the D-backs, the Mets 

and the Rangers from April 18-May 8. 

 

Having Gray back in the rotation -- and pitching the way he did on Saturday night -- could do wonders for the Rockies 

down the stretch. Gray was the Opening Day starter the last two seasons and the arm the Rockies tabbed for their first 

playoff game in eight years in 2017. 
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And while there are still pitches he wants to work on, Gray said he still feels like he's getting better with each outing. 

 

"I saw so much negative for a while, that it was hard to see positives," Gray said. "But I've seen a lot of positives lately, 

and it's been easier to believe in it. And when I believe in my stuff, I feel like I'm going to win that game." 

 

The Rockies' offense gave Gray a lead to work with early in the game, with Carlos Gonzalez's two-run home run in the 

second inning, along with an RBI triple from Ian Desmond and an RBI single from Nolan Arenado in the fifth. Charlie 

Blackmon went 2-for-4 in the leadoff spot, with usual leadoff hitter DJ LeMahieu scratched from the lineup with lower back 

stiffness. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Gonzalez appreciated Gray's dominance, noting, "playing defense behind him was relaxing -- not a lot of action." But 

Gonzalez provided action with his bat to help Gray. 

 

His homer -- which left the bat at 110.5 mph and traveled a projected 455 feet, according to Statcast™ -- was Gonzalez's 

fourth in 20 career at-bats against LeBlanc -- 7-for-20 (.350) with seven RBIs. Gonzalez also homered off LeBlanc in last 

Sunday's 6-4 loss at Seattle. 

 

LeBlanc blamed himself. 

 

"It didn't move at all," LeBlanc said. "It moved a lot after he hit it, really quickly. It was a mistake. I made a lot of mistakes 

tonight. That was on the inner half, down, right where lefties like it. But he's had some success against me. I've struggled 

with execution against him in the past and it showed up again tonight." 

 

Gonzalez had a severe early-season slump, but this month, he is hitting .375 (15-for-40) with four of his 11 homers and 12 

of his 41 RBIs. 

 

"I said it when I was struggling, and I'll say it now: I still feel like I've got a lot in the tank, and I've still got a good game to 

contribute and help us reach our goals," he said. 
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SOUND SMART 

Gray's 1-2-3 first marked the first time a Rockies' starter has not yielded a first-inning run since last Saturday at Seattle, 

and the first time it has happened at home since July 4 against the Giants. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"That's what I play for, the guys behind me. You feel like a disappointment sometimes when you're not there for them, 

when you're going through something bad. But just to see them smiling tonight and know that we're having a good time 

together, that's all I could have hoped for." -- Gray, on the most satisfying aspect of Saturday 

 

UP NEXT 

Left-handed pitcher Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.76 ERA) has pitched a total of 22 innings in his last three starts -- eight each 

on June 29 and July 4 against the Dodgers and the Giants and another six on Tuesday against the D-backs. He went 2-0 

with a 0.41 ERA in those three starts, with seven walks, 25 strikeouts and just one earned run. He'll look to go far into 

another game for the Rockies in Sunday's series finale against the Mariners' right-hander Mike Leake (8-6, 4.36 ERA) at 

1:10 p.m. MT. Anderson has a 3.60 career ERA at Coors Field, but this season, he is 2-3 with a 4.05 ERA at home. 
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LeMahieu scratched (back) Saturday vs. Seattle 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 14, 2018 
 

DENVER -- DJ LeMahieu spent the first day of his 30s going 2-for-5 and making multiple standout plays at second base in 

the Rockies' 10-7 victory over the Mariners on Friday night. He spent his second day nursing lower back stiffness. 

 

LeMahieu didn't participate in Saturday's 4-1 win over the M's. But because cupping and other treatments should have 

him ready to return for Sunday afternoon's series finale, he could laugh about his old-man ailment. 

 

"One day and, like, 'Are you kidding me?'" LeMahieu said. 

 

The Rockies did not take batting practice on the field, but LeMahieu took swings in the indoor cage, and said, "It just didn't 

feel right swinging today." An hour before the game, the Rockies announced the injury, and that Pat Valaika (0-for-3 with a 

walk) would take LeMahieu's place. 

 

LeMahieu said his injury didn't happen on any particular play on Friday. 

 

LeMahieu (.279, 8 HR, 34 RBIs) has spent much of the year in the leadoff position. His season has included two trips to 

the disabled list -- for 15 games from May 14-June 1 because of a left thumb strain, and for eight games April 28-May 8 

because of a right hamstring strain. 
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Dahl set for rehab; Musgrave (hip) placed on DL 
 
Thomas Harding and Anne Rogers | MLB.com | Jul. 14th, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Outfielder David Dahl was eager to leave for Triple-A Albuquerque on Sunday for the next step in rehabbing a 

foot injury. He's even more excited about returning to the Rockies. 

 

Dahl, returning from a broken right foot when he fouled a ball off it during a game against the Giants, will continue 

baseball activities until his injury rehab assignment begins. The plan is to start playing games next Friday, but Dahl said 

he could be playing sooner. 

 

"I think I can play right now," said Dahl, who batted .275 with four home runs and 13 RBIs in 32 games after his original 

callup from Albuquerque. "But I think if I can play, like, three straight nine-inning games, I'll be cleared to come back. It 

depends on how I'm feeling. I imagine before that, it'll be five innings, then seven innings -- a progression." 

 

When previously with the club, Carlos Gonzalez was struggling through an early slump and Gerardo Parra missed time 

because of a suspension and was coming out of his own slow start. Dahl was heating up in his last seven games before 

the injury -- 7-for-20 with two homers, a double and six RBIs. 

 

Now, Gonzalez and Parra are key components of a contending club. But Dahl plans to be ready to be an impact bat. The 

best case would be a repeat of 2016, when he debuted on July 25, tied a Major League record with hits in his first 17 

games, and finished the year hitting .315 with seven home runs and 24 RBIs in 63 games. 

 

"I try not to think about when I come up here, where I'll be playing," Dahl said. "Hopefully, I'll go back down there and pick 

up where I left off with my swing. I want to be back up here as quickly as possible and help the team. We're in a playoff 

race." 

 

Musgrave to disabled list 

Left-handed pitcher Harrison Musgrave was put on the 10-day disabled list with a right hip flexor strain on Saturday, after 

he pitched three innings against the Mariners and received his first Major League win. 
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Musgrave said the injury flared up during his last handful of pitches in the seventh inning and might have affected the two 

walks he gave up to Jean Segura and Mitch Haniger. 

 

"It wasn't too bad, but when the adrenaline goes away, you kind of start feeling it a little more," Musgrave said. "Then it 

lasted into last night and today, so the 10 days should be good rest." 

 

With the All-Star break next week, Rockies manager Bud Black said Musgrave shouldn't miss more than the three-game 

series against the D-backs after the break. 

 

Outside of the injury, Musgrave said his transition for starting in the Minors to relief work in the Majors has been smooth. 

 

"A lot of starters take a while to get loose, but I've never had that issue, so throwing quickly to get loose is going fine," 

Musgrave said. "I hadn't been getting sore, so I've been throwing every few days. Other than this, it's been good 

physically. My body has felt fine." 

 

To replace Musgrave, the Rockies called up left-hander Sam Howard, who was scheduled to make a start in Albuquerque 

on Saturday. 

 

"I felt like we needed a few reinforcements for our bullpen because we have a few guys who might not be able to pitch 

today," Black said. "We might have them down, so let's bring Sammy up because he's fresh and ready to go. We've got 

length with Sam and Yency [Almonte]." 

 

Wolters takes one to the neck 

 

Catcher Tony Wolters received attention from assistant athletic trainer Scott Gehret on Friday after being hit by Denard 

Span's backswing during the Rockies' 10-7 victory. The incident sparked concern because Wolters has been on the 

disabled list twice with concussions since debuting in 2016. However, Wolters said Span's bat did not catch him flush in 

the back of the head, but rather glanced the head protector on the back of his hockey goalie-style mask and hit his neck. 
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Wolters has received the least playing time in the Rockies' current three-catcher mix (with Chris Iannetta and Tom 

Murphy), but his last three starts have been solid offensively -- 4-for-12 with three triples and six RBIs. 

 

"Just trying to be on time, see the ball, keep a simple approach," Wolters said. 

  

  



    

9 
 

A youth baseball coach in Texas fixed Trevor Story’s swing. Now the Rockies’ shortstop is an all-star 
Story will join teammates Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon at Nationals Stadium in Washington for the 89th 
Midsummer Classic 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 15, 2018 
 

 

Like a flash flood, text messages swamped Trevor Story‘s smartphone. 

 

Family, friends and high school teammates rushed to congratulate Story when the news become official last Sunday: the 

Rockies’ 25-year-old shortstop was an all-star. 

 

One special message quickly caught Story’s attention. It came, naturally, from deep in the heart of Story’s beloved Texas. 

It came from Brandon Sherard, who has been Story’s hitting coach, confidant and close friend for more than a decade. 

 

“Congratulations! All of the hard work paid off. So proud of you!” 

 

Story’s quick response: “Let’s go, baby!” 

 

Tuesday night, Story will join teammates Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon at Nationals Stadium in Washington for 

the 89th Midsummer Classic. Entering this weekend’s series vs. Seattle, the shortstop was hitting .289 with 18 home runs, 

63 RBIs and an .896 OPS. Story is batting .349 (52-for-149) since June 1, the second-highest average in the majors over 

that span. 

 

It’s been a remarkable bounce-back season for Story, who batted just .239 in 2017 year and set a franchise record with 

191 strikeouts. Story credits Rockies hitting coaches Duane Espy and Jeff Salazar for getting him back on track, but he 

also emphasizes that he would never have become an all-star, let alone a major-leaguer, without Sherard in his corner. 

“He knows me better than anybody,” said Story, a groomsman in Sherard’s wedding three years ago. “My dad taught me 

the basics, but it’s really Brandon who taught he how to hit and take it to the next level. He’s seen me swing at least 

50,000 times. He knows me the best.” 
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To understand the dynamics of the Sherard-Story connection, you have to understand Story’s incredible talent and 

passion as a kid, as well as his persistence. There are countless baseball phenoms who burn hot and then quickly fade 

away. But Story’s narrative was going to be different, Sherard was sure of it. 

 

“Trevor’s work ethic is beyond any player I’ve ever been around,” said Sherard, 35, who is a youth coach and also 

president of Dallas Patriots Baseball, an organization that grooms many of the best players in Texas. “He has this burning 

desire to succeed and to win. The most important thing is that he knows he can do it. That mindset is the great separator.” 

 

Story grew up in Irving, Texas, the son of Ken and Teddy Story and the younger brother of Tyler. It was a baseball crazy 

family, and it was Ken who taught his sons the basics of hitting. By the time Story was a freshman at Irving High, it was 

clear he was a special player. 

 

Even so, Irving High coach Jay Malone was initially reluctant to promote Story to the varsity team. 

 

“Trevor was a natural, plain and simple,” recalled Malone, who now teaches and coaches at Carthage High School in 

Texas. “But he was playing with a special group of kids and I didn’t want to take Trevor away from that group. You 

couldn’t believe what a great leader Trevor was. He kept that group bonded together. I didn’t want to shake that up.” 

 

Toward the end of the season, Malone promoted Story to varsity, in part so that he could play with his older brother. 

From the time he was a little kid, Trevor always tried to emulate Tyler,” Malone said. “So what does Trevor do? In his very 

first at-bat — we were playing Grand Prairie — he ripped a double off the wall. And I’m thinking to myself: ‘I must be the 

dumbest coach of all time. Why didn’t I play him sooner?’ ” 

 

Malone made Story the team’s No. 3 hitter as a sophomore and he kept him in that role until he graduated. As a senior, 

Story hit just under .500 with 20 extra base hits and 11 steals. 

 

At a college showcase, a radar gun clocked Story’s fastball at 96 mph, but he never seriously pursued pitching, mostly 

because he loved playing shortstop and was such a good hitter. He committed to play baseball at Louisiana State before 

graduating high school in 2011. But the Rockies selected him 45th overall in the June draft that year and offered him a 

large enough signing bonus —  $915,000 — to lure him to pro baseball at the age of 18. 



    

11 
 

 

Story’s big-league debut in the spring of 2016 was Roy Hobbs-like. Batting second, he hit two home runs off Arizona ace 

and former Cy Young Award winner Zack Greinke. Story ended up hitting home runs in the first four games of the season; 

he became the fifth player in MLB history to do that, joining Willie Mays, Mark McGwire, Nelson Cruz and Chris Davis. By 

his sixth game of the season, he had launched seven home runs, eclipsing the record of six set by three legendary hitters: 

Mays in 1964, Mike Schmidt in 1976 and Larry Walker in 1997. 

 

Story finished his rookie season batting .272 with 27 home runs, the most ever by a National League rookie shortstop, 

despite a season limited to 97 game because of a torn ligament in his left thumb. 

 

The 2017 season, however, was sobering. Big-league pitchers now had a book on Story and they exploited holes in his 

swing. He not only led the NL in strikeouts, his strikeout rate was an unacceptable 38 percent, made worse by a drop in 

his power numbers. His ISO  — a sabermetic formula that measure a hitter’s raw power and reveals how often a player 

hits for extra bases — dropped from .296 to .219. All of that led the Rockies to contemplate whether Story needed a trip 

down to Triple-A for a tune-up. 

Story turned to his trusted mentor. 

 

“We worked on the evolution of Trevor’s swing for over 10 years, from high school to the minors to the majors,” Sherard 

said. “There is a trust factor there, and this is just not about baseball. We are good friends, that’s why he was in my 

wedding.” 

 

Last offseason, Story and Sherard got to work in late November and they continued their routine until spring training. The 

duo spent two hours together, five days a week. They broke down video and worked in the batting cage, tweaking Story’s 

swing. Story insisted that he pay Sherard a salary, but Sherard refused. 

 

“He won’t let me pay him,” Story said. “He just loves baseball that much. He told me that his reward will be coming to the 

All-Star Game to see me play.” 

 

Over the winter, the duo simplified Story’s swing. 
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“One of the biggest things we did was have him change his mindset to where he was hunting the ball out in front of the 

plate and slowing his body down,” Sherard said. 

 

Added Story: “That’s really helped me with pitch recognition. We really focused on my swing path and getting my swing 

back in the groove I’ve had for such a long time. That was huge.” 

 

Story’s on-base percentage is .352 this season, up markedly from .308 last year. And while his 28-percent strikeout rate 

remains higher than he would like, he’s become a smarter and more selective hitter. 

 

Arenado — who is even more obsessed with hitting than Story, if that’s possible — has been impressed with his 

teammate’s evolution. 

 

“I don’t think you are seeing the big swings and misses we saw the first two years,” Arenado said. “You don’t see those 1-

2 counts where they throw Trevor that slider in the dirt and he’s swinging over the top of it. You don’t see that much 

anymore, which is huge. He’s being selective, looking for his pitch and just trying to hit the ball hard.” 

 

Story’s 51 home runs were the most by a shortstop through their first two seasons in big-league history. He’s added 18 so 

far this season and Sherard is confident there are greater chapter’s in Story’s future. 

 

“He’s going to get better and better, I have no doubt,” he said. 

 

As for that all-star text exchange, Story counts it as one of the most gratifying moments of his life. 

 

“That was so awesome,” Story said. “Brandon and I have been through so much together. A lot of good, a little bit of bad. 

So that’s what made it so sweet. He’s grinding with me every day during the offseason. He’s just as committed to this as I 

am.” 
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Saunders: Compelling Rockies storylines as Broncos training camp nears 
Arenado is on his way to his sixth consecutive Gold Glove and is a favorite to be the NL MVP 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 15, 2018 
 

 
I get it. I used to be a Broncos beat writer. I used to feed that beast. I understand the Rocky Mountain region’s infatuation 

with the National Football League. Why, by the way, do NFL coaches always say “National Football League,” instead of 

simply NFL? 

 

But I digress. 

 

My mission here is to remind local sport fans that the local baseball team has some compelling storylines waiting to unfold 

as it nears the all-star break: 

 

Hunt for Rocktober. In their first 25 years of existence, the Rockies have never won a division title, but the West can be 

won this season. All-world third baseman Nolan Arenado believes it, as does manager Bud Black. Of course, if the high-

rolling Dodgers get hot or add a marquee player or two, or three, all bets are off. 

 

Arenado for MVP. As I write this, Arenado is on his way to his sixth consecutive Gold Glove and is a favorite to be the NL 

MVP, Coors Field bias notwithstanding. He’s tied for second in the NL with 23 home runs, ranks seventh with a .311 

batting average, ranks third with 66 RBIs and ranks second with a .987 OPS. 

Arenado’s future. He’s made it crystal clear that he’ll depart Colorado if the Rockies don’t emerge as a consistent and 

legitimate postseason contender. Arenado’s contract ends after next season, but the next 2 ½ months could cement his 

decision. My prediction? He’s likely going, going, gone. 

 

Sellers? The Rockies entered the weekend 48-45 and trailing the Dodgers by three games. General manager Jeff Bridich 

has been telling inquiring teams that the Rockies still have postseason aspirations. That could change over the next 11 

games, as the Rockies play the Mariners, Diamondbacks, Astros and A’s — all winning teams with better records than 

Colorado. 
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If the Rockies slide, what current players might be on the trading block? The Red Sox have already inquired about late-

game reliever Adam Ottavino, and there is bound to be strong interest in second baseman DJ LeMahieu, with less-fervent 

interest in veteran outfielders Gerardo Parra and Carlos Gonzalez. All of those players are in the final years of their 

contracts. 

 

Buyers? If the Rockies stay in contention, it makes sense that they would seek help for a bullpen that continues to be their 

Achilles heel — unless Bryan Shaw rebounds. I would not expect the Rockies to break into their bank of prospects to add 

a reliever, but Miami’s Brad Ziegler might make sense. Or how about Zach Duke of the Twins? 

 

Freeland watch. Right-hander Kyle Freeland, the Denver product who got snubbed in the all-star voting, is having a terrific 

season; one that could establish him as the staff ace for the foreseeable future. The left-hander is 8-6 with a 3.11 ERA 

and 92 strikeouts vs. 38 walks. Opponents are batting just .238 against him. Freeland faded in the second half last 

season, admitting that fatigue set in by late August. 

 

But he’s a better, more mature pitcher now. He’s not going to equal Ubaldo Jimenez’s 2010 season when Jimenez won 

19 games and notched a 2.88 ERA, but Freeland is on pace to have one of the best seasons by a starter in Rockies 

history. 
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Rockies’ Jon Gray pitches like an ace in his return from Triple-A as Colorado tops Mariners 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 14, 2018 
 

Jon Gray returned to the big leagues Saturday night at Coors Field and pitched like the ace he’s always thought he could 

be. He was serenaded with a loud standing ovation by a sellout crowd and was wrapped in a celebratory bearhug by 

fellow starter Kyle Freeland. 

 

Gray dominated Seattle for seven innings before faltering in the eighth as the Rockies notched a 4-1 victory. Colorado has 

now won nine of its last 11 games and 12 of its last 15. The Rockies have won five consecutive series, all against teams 

above .500. It marks the first time in franchise history Colorado has won five consecutive series against winning teams. 

 

“I actually cleared my mind of a lot of things and I threw the baseball the way I always have,” said Gray, Colorado’s 

opening-day starter for the last two seasons. “For a little while, I was thinking I had to do so many things to be able to 

throw the ball right, but I put that panic way and just had fun making pitches. I actually had fun pitching tonight.” 

 

Gray, who pitched two games at Triple-A Albuquerque while searching for lost command, mound presence and self-

confidence, tossed 7⅓ innings, allowing one run on five hits, with six strikeouts and only one walk. The 7 ⅓ innings tied 

for the second longest outing of his career, and the longest since his complete-game shutout of the Padres on Sept. 26 at 

Coors. 

 

Ben Gamel’s leadoff single in the eighth, followed by an RBI double by Chris Herrmann, marred what was an otherwise a 

brilliant performance. 

 

“Automatic” Adam Ottavino (1.62 ERA) came on to shut down the Mariners for two outs in the eighth, and closer Wade 

Davis pitched a perfect ninth for his 27th save in 31 chances. 

 

Manager Bud Black, as well as pitching coaches Steve Foster and Darren Holmes, thought that Gray returned from his 

short stint to the minors with a bit of a changed attitude. 
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“Jon was pitching with a lot of conviction, even in his side session,” manager Black said. “Steve and Darren noticed a 

marked difference with Jon. Today, in pregame, they said the same thing. I think Jon was determined, tonight, to get back 

on track.” 

 

Gray said his best pitch was his fastball, which consistently hit 95 mph. Black liked Gray’s pitch precision. 

 

“He had great command of the outside corner to right-handed hitters,” Black said. “To the left-handed hitters, he was able 

to throw the ball both in and away. I thought the slider was very effective, and overall he kept the ball down and that was 

one of the big keys.” 

 

Colorado’s lineup, lethal in July, provided Gray with plenty of support. The Rockies are batting .303 since July 1, tops in 

the National League. Entering Saturday’s game, their 18 home runs were second in the NL in July and their .319 average 

with runners in scoring position led the league. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez put Colorado on the board with a two-run homer in the second inning, driving in Trevor Story, who had 

led off with a single.  Story extended his hitting streak to a season-high nine games and is batting .459 (17-for-37) over 

that stretch. 

 

Gonzalez’s swing was vintage CarGo, good for home run No. 11. He sat on lefty Wade LeBlanc’s 86 mph sinker and 

drove it 455 feet to right field, the ball exiting his bat at 110.5 mph. Gonzalez, who went 1-for-3, is batting .341 over his 

last 38 games, fifth best in the National League over that span. Over his last four games, he’s hitting 7-for-14 with nine 

runs scored. 

 

“I’m feeling really good, I’m seeing the ball really well and I feel like I’m on time,” Gonzalez said. “My main focus is to keep 

it going in the second half and help reach our goal, which is winning the (National League West) division.” 

 

Gonzalez then added this: “It was nice to contribute with a home run, but the night belongs to Jon Gray. He did a 

tremendous job and he dominated for the entire game. … There is no secret. Everybody in this place knows he has the 

tools that Jon has. He can be a great pitcher, but he was facing some challenges. He was sent down because he was 

struggling, but he’s a young guy and he knows he can be good.” 
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The Rockies added two runs in the fifth on a leadoff single by Charlie Blackmon, a triple by Ian Desmond over the head of 

Gamel in center and a chip shot single to shallow right-center by Nolan Arenado. Desmond now has 56 RBIs. 

 

The Rockies will go for the sweep Sunday in their final game before the all-star break. They stand third in the NL West, 

2½ games behind Arizona and two games behind the Dodgers. 
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Rockies’ DJ LeMahieu scratched from Saturday’s lineup with lower-back tightness 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 14, 2018 
 

DJ LeMahieu, the Rockies’ dependable, Gold Glove second baseman, was scratched from the lineup for Saturday night’s 

game vs. Seattle because of lower-back tightness, the club announced. 

 

The announcement came about 6:15 p.m., 55 minutes before the first pitch at Coors Field. Utility infielder Pat Valaika 

replaced LeMahieu in the starting lineup. 

 

LeMahieu, a two-time Gold Glove winner, made two excellent, sliding plays in the first inning Friday night, and and 

another in the second. 

 

Colorado’s leadoff hitter is batting .279, with eight home runs, 22 doubles and 34 RBIs. 

 

Additionally, left-handed pitcher Harrison Musgrave was placed on the 10-day disabled list with a right hip flexor strain. 
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Rockies already have a deadline addition in waiting, in a way: David Dahl 
 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Jul 14, 2018 
 

DENVER — Bud Black peered out from under the dugout overhang at Coors Field with his sights on the future. “Hold on, I 

gotta watch this BP,” the Rockies manager said. “I’m surprised you haven’t asked about David Dahl.” 

 

It’s not that anybody forgot about Dahl, Colorado’s talented and snake-bitten outfielder, but he vanished again last month 

with a broken foot. And his reappearance in Denver this week, to assess his readiness for another rehab assignment, 

might have sneaked under the radar. 

 

Since his debut three years ago, Dahl has spent more time on the disabled list than on the field. A pestering rib injury 

scuttled an entire season last year. And he suffered a broken right foot from a foul ball against the Dodgers on May 30. 

 

He is a lightning rod for the unfortunate. Three years ago in Double-A, Dahl violently collided with a teammate chasing a 

fly ball in center field and needed his spleen removed. 

 

“He knows how to come back, that’s for sure,” Black said. 

 

And the Rockies hope to time his return to maximize his boost in a playoff chase. 

 

“Hey, have you ever heard this one? It’ll be like we made a trade,” Black said. “We got Dahl! Have you ever heard that 

one before? When a player comes back it’s like, ‘We made a trade!'” 

 

Dahl rushed his return to Coors Field, eager to shed another setback. He ate a strict, healthy diet to gain weight and 

strength in his five weeks on the shelf. He took batting practice last week at Rockies spring headquarters in Scottsdale, 

Ariz. He arrived in Denver last Saturday to face live pitching and run through a battery of tests on the bases and in the 

outfield. 

 

And the 24-year-old Dahl hopes to be in Albuquerque playing for the Triple-A Isotopes as soon as next week, forgoing any 

All-Star break rest. 



    

20 
 

 

“I’m progressing faster than I thought,” Dahl said. “I went to Arizona with a good attitude. I worked hard. I tried to do 

everything I can. It sucks. But I’m used to it. That’s what matters — coming back right.” 

 

Dahl started the season at Triple-A, after an exceptional showing at spring training, in large part because the Rockies 

were not ready to trust his readiness coming back from a rib injury. They wanted him tested in tougher competition. 

 

His wait was brief. Colorado called him up three weeks into this season, on April 22. But instead of an immediate injection 

of talent into a then-struggling Rockies offense, Dahl stumbled. He piled up 17 strikeouts in his first 36 plate appearances 

this season. 

 

The beginning of his rookie year unspooled remarkably better. At 22, he debuted as the Rockies’ No. 2 prospect, 

according to Baseball America. And three weeks into his first call-up, in July and August 2016, Dahl had a 1.013 OPS. He 

hit safely in his first 17 games. Dahl was a revelation. 

 

“He’s a talented player,” Black said. “We hope he contributes because he has a skillset that can help us win. But first 

things first, he has to get healthy.” 

 

Dahl was hitting .275 with a .309 OBP at the end of May before he fouled a Sam Dyson pitch off the top of his foot. By the 

next morning, in severe pain, Dahl had to crawl to the shower, unable to walk. He showed up to Colorado’s clubhouse two 

days later in a walking boot and a frown. 

 

“I was feeling good before I got hurt,” he said. “I’m trying to draw on that. I don’t know how it will go, we’ll see. I need some 

at-bats. But I’ve done it.” 

 

The landscape through the Rockies’ ranks has changed dramatically since Dahl’s injury. He had worked himself into a 

regular spot in the starting lineup, something approaching the No. 1 left fielder. His skillset includes five tools, with power 

and bat-to-ball ability from the left side (.859 OPS over 63 games his first season), rangy defense that can play in center 

field when needed, and speed to reach third from first on a line drive. 
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Black was ready to ride and outfield of Dahl, Charlie Blackmon and Carlos Gonzalez, with Gerardo Parra as a fourth 

outfielder and pinch-hitter. But in his absence, Parra found a groove. The veteran 31-year-old in the final year of his 

contract, was hitting .355 with runners in scoring position, the sixth-best mark in the NL. Parra is hitting .327 since Dahl 

disappeared. 

 

The hierarchy of Rockies outfielders can shake out later. Dahl’s return should arrive sometime soon after the All-Star 

break next week, near the trade deadline, like the fake-acquisition Black joked about. They will figure out who goes where 

when the time comes. 

 

“And he’s really close to being ready to go,” Black said. “Get him down in the bushes. And get him some at-bats, some 

repetitions. And see where we are.” 
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Gray's strong outing leads Rockies past Mariners, 4-1 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Jon Gray went back to his power-pitching roots in a strong return to the majors. 

 

Gray returned from a two-week minor league demotion to pitch into the eighth inning, Carlos Gonzalez homered and the 

Colorado Rockies extended their strong finish to the season's first half by beating the Seattle Mariners 4-1 on Saturday 

night. 

 

"I put that panic away and just had fun making pitches out there," Gray said. "I was trying to be as natural as I could. I took 

so many mechanical things out of my mind. Just see the out in your head and make the pitch. I made it that simple today. 

It was a lot better." 

 

Ian Desmond added a one-out RBI triple in the fifth that chased Wade LeBlanc, who lost for the first time in his 22 career 

starts for Seattle. Nolan Arenado, on his bobblehead night, doubled, singled and drove in a run, helping Colorado win for 

the ninth time in 11 games heading into Sunday's final game before the All-Star break. 

 

"It was nice to put some runs up early and contribute with a home run, but the night belonged to Jon Gray," Gonzalez 

said. "He did a tremendous job, dominated. Playing defense behind him was relaxing; not a lot of action, except for the 

eighth inning when they scored that run. But other than that he was tremendous." 

 

Colorado clinched its fifth consecutive series win, all against teams with records above .500. It's the first time the Rockies 

have done that in franchise history. 

 

Gray, who had struggled at times with big innings, especially early in his outings, was optioned June 29 to Triple-A 

Albuquerque in hopes of developing greater consistency in his approach. He made two starts, going 1-0 with a 3.38 ERA 

before being recalled, and came out strong from the outset, leaning on his 97-mph fastball working the edges of the plate. 

 

"I think Jon was pitching with a lot of conviction," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "I think he was determined today to 

get back on track." 
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Gray (8-7) allowed one run on five hits in 7 1/3 innings while striking out six and walking none. He did not allow a hit until 

Jean Segura singled to start the fourth. 

 

Ryon Healy's one-out single in the fifth was the only other hit Gray allowed until Ben Gamel singled ahead of Chris 

Herrmann's one-out RBI double in the eighth. Pinch-hitter Nelson Cruz beat out an infield single and Gray was relieved by 

Adam Ottavino, who retired the next two batters to quash the threat. 

 

Wade Davis pitched a 1-2-3 ninth for his 27th save. 

 

LeBlanc (5-1) allowed four runs on six hits in 4 1/3 innings. 

 

"It's just not very much fun throwing in a park like this," LeBlanc said. "Not for a guy that relies on late movement because 

that kind of gets taken away with the thin air. And then you have balls that carry further than it would in normal parks, and 

bigger outfield because the ball carries. It's just not a good place to pitch. If you don't have you're A-plus game, it's 

probably going to be a long night here." 

 

The Mariners played well most of the first half but have dropped six of their last eight. 

 

"It's been a rough week or so. Just really haven't been able to connect all the pieces," Herrmann said. "We're not really 

hitting in timely situations. The defense has always been there, but it's just one of those things. It's baseball, man. It's a 

hard sport. There's going to be a lot of ups and downs." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: 2B D.J. LeMahieu was a late scratch because of lower back tightness. Utilityman Pat Valaika took his place in 

the starting lineup. ... The day after earning his first career win in a relief outing, LHP Harrison Musgrave was placed on 

the 10-day disabled list with a right hip flexor strain. LHP Sam Howard was recalled from Albuquerque to fill his roster 

spot. 

 

MARINERS MOVE 
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RHP Christian Bergman was optioned to Triple-A Tacoma the day after allowing five runs in 4 1/3 innings in a 10-7 loss to 

Colorado on Friday. RHP Matt Festa had his contract from Double-A Arkansas selected by Seattle before the game and 

made his major league debut when he came on in relief in the fifth inning. Arenado drove his first offering into center field 

for an RBI single. 

 

UP NEXT 

Mariners: RHP Mike Leake (8-6, 4.36 ERA) has gone four innings in each of his last two starts after going seven or more 

innings in seven of his previous 17 outings. 

 

Rockies: LHP Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.76 ERA) has gone 2-0 with a 0.41 ERA over his last three starts. 
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Jon Gray returns to big leagues with strong start against the Mariners 
 
Justin Michael | MileHighSports.com | July 14, 2018 
 

Jon Gray was brilliant his return to the major leagues Saturday night, leading the Colorado Rockies (50-45) to a 4-1 

victory over the Seattle Mariners (58-38). Gray went 7.1 innings, giving up five hits, one run, one walk and striking out six 

in a really strong display for the the 26 year-old starter.  

 

In the victory, Gray delivered a healthy mix of breaking balls and showed strong command of his fastball which sat around 

95 MPH all night. By being able to mix up his pitches, Gray consistently had the Seattle hitters feeling uneasy in the 

batter’s box. 

 

Gray did run into some traffic in the eighth inning before coming out of the game to a standing ovation from the 30,000+ 

fans that packed into Coors Field Saturday night, but Adam Ottavino quickly took care of the final two outs to back up his 

starting pitcher.  

 

Following another strong performance from Ottavino, Wade Davis (27) closed out things in the ninth inning, to finish an 

extremely strong night of pitching for the Rockies as a whole. 

 

Along with another quality start from the Rockies rotation, manager Bud Black got a productive night at the plate from his 

lineup. The Rockies totaled ten hits in the victory, including four extra-base hits, three of which produced runs.  

 

Carlos Gonzalez picked up his 11th home run of the season Saturday, as the veteran outfielder continues to terrorize left-

handed pitchers. Gonzalez has five hits in last 14 at-bats against left-handed pitchers, three of which went over the wall 

for home runs. 

 

After defeating the Mariners in the second game of a three-game series Saturday night, the Rockies will look to close out 

the sweep on Sunday. Tyler Anderson will take the hill for the Rockies in the final game before the All-Star break. In his 

last three starts, Anderson is 2-0 with 0.41 ERA and 25 strikeouts. 
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Side note: After defeating Seattle Saturday night, the Rockies have five consecutive series wins over teams that are 

playing above .500 for the first time in franchise history. 
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Trevor Story continues to swing a hot bat heading into the All-Star break 
 
Justin Michael | MileHighSports.com | July 14, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies are 8-2 over the last 10 ball games and a large reason the club has found success of late has been 

the strong starting pitching, but it has also been due to timely hitting from guys like Trevor Story. 

 

In Friday night’s 10-7 victory over the Seattle Mariners, Story picked up four RBI to bring his season total to 67, which is 

the third-most by a shortstop before the All-Star break in National League history. Chicago Cubs legend Ernie Banks went 

into the Midsummer Classic with 76 RBI in both 1959 and 1960. 

 

Since breaking into the league in 2016 with a pair of home runs on his major league debut, including a three-run bomb off 

Zack Greinke, Story has struggled with consistency at times, tending to be an all or nothing guy at the plate. However, 

when he is producing as many runs as he currently is, Rockies manager Bud Black is more than willing to put up with a 

few strikeouts. 

 

In 2016, Story had an Offensive Wins Above Replacement (oWAR) rating of 2.8. This advanced sabermetric represents 

how many wins that a player added to a team above what a position player would; but unlike WAR, which also accounts 

for fielding, oWAR simply looks at how a player fared in the batter’s box. So, essentially what this means is the Rockies 

would win 2.8 more games in a season if they had Story as their starter than they would without him in the lineup. For 

reference, the average big league starter should be at 2.0 or higher. 

 

Following an extremely successful first major league season that likely would have ended with the Rockies young short 

stop winning Rookie of the Year, if he had not gotten injured and had to miss over 60 games, Story’s oWAR rating dipped 

to just 1.5 in 2017. Even more concerning, his slugging percentage dropped from .567 in 2016 to .457 in 2017, his batting 

averaged decreased by 32 points and he led the NL with 191 strikeouts in 555 at-bats (38 percent). 

 

Through the first 93 games of the 2018 season, Story appears to have figured things out at the plate. The Irving, TX. 

native has cut his strikeout percentage down to 25 percent and he has done so without losing any of his power. Story is 

currently slugging .553, has hit batting average back up to .291 and is taking more pitches, which is evident in his career-

best on-base percentage (.353). With 69 games still remaining in the regular season, Story (27) only needs five more 
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doubles to match last season’s total of 32 and 16 more hits to equal his 2017 season total of 120. He is also just 15 RBI 

away from matching 2017’s total of 82 and already has more stolen bases (12) than either of his first two professional 

seasons. 

 

Currently sitting three games out of first place in the NL West, the Rockies will need their young short stop to continue to 

rake if they are going to have any chance of competing with the Diamondbacks and Dodgers for the division crown. The 

Rockies and Mariners will face off in Game 2 of the three-game series Saturday night. First pitch is scheduled for 7:10 p.m 

with Jon Gray expected to take the mound for Colorado. 
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No Room for Gray Area -- Rockies Look for Gray to Reaffirm His Role As Ace 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 15, 2018 
 

The confidence the Rockies have in the ability of Jon Gray is as obvious as the fact he was the Opening Day starter last 

year and this year, and he was the pitcher who was lined up to face the Diamondbacks in the wild-card game last 

Ocotber. 

 

The frustration the Rockies have in Gray’s ability to consistently turn that ability into results is as obvious as the fact that 

two weeks ago, the Rockies optioned Gray back to Triple-A Albuquerque in the midst of what was expected to be his third 

full season in the big leagues. 

 

Now, however, with Chad Bettis still sidelined with recurring blister problems, Gray is getting an earlier-than-planned 

opportunity to reaffirm to the team management that he is ready to turn his ability into results. 

 

Gray will start for the Rockies in place of Bettis against the Mariners on Saturday night. 

 

He welcomed the opportunity. 

 

He made two starts – pitching only 10 2/3 innings – after being sent down, but it was apparent that a message was sent. 

Against the Mariners, Gray can provide evidence that the message also was received. 

 

Asked if being sent back to the minor leagues was a blow to his ego, Gray admitted, “It is because, I mean, you think 

you’re better,” he said. 

 

And then came the most telling statement. 

 

“It was something I kind of knew I needed,” he said. 

 

What Gray wants – and the Rockies need – is for him to be the pitcher who after recovering form a broken foot suffered 

during spring training a year ago returned and went 10-4 with a 3.58 ERA in the final three months of 2016. 
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What Gray wants to avoid – the Rockies need – is for him to avoid getting into the either/or world of the first three months 

of this season, where he was 7-0 with a 1.80 ERA in wins, and 0-7 with a 8.46 ERA in the 10 starts in which he did not 

have a victory. 

 

That was his focus in his brief visit to Albuquerque. 

 

“I just tried to hit the reset button and throw the ball naturally and make everything as simple as possible,” he said. “I 

quieted down a lot of things. It’s kind of funny, it kind of makes it easier to kind of remember what you’re doing. That’s 

what I’ve been focusing on. There’s not an exact science of how to do everything. It’s just allowing yourself to do what you 

can. 

 

“(I was) just kind of lessening the information and focusing on what I do best. And just kind of letting that take over. 

Haven’t been thinking about trying to create all these different things and do all these different things. I’ve just been kind of 

letting myself work the way I do.” 

 

Gray didn’t deal well with traffic. With nobody on pass, he limited hitters to a .256 average, 66 points lower than the .322 

average when there was somebody on base. 

 

And that became a focus of his limited time back in the minor leagues. 

 

“I wanted to work more out of the stretch in my sides _ probably 75-80% of the time,” he said. “Whenever I’ve had the 

most trouble (is) when guys are in (scoring) position at a stressful time.” 

 

In his two starts with the Isotopes, Gray said he tried to adjust his mindset to the situations. 

 

“First start, I hit the reset button, a lot of fastballs, he said. “I tried to work (at) the knees a lot and got a lot of ground balls. 

It was good, we filled up the zone. 
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“Second time, I just didn’t have a lot of command. It was really weird. I usually don’t walk that many people; I walked four 

guys. But at the same time, I was missing bats. I felt good. I’m throwing the ball right. I’m hanging with that.” 

 

And in the pending start against the Mariners? 

 

“I’m just ready to go out and do my best,” said Gray. “That’s where my mind is right now.” 

 

That is what the Rockies are hoping for, as well. 

 

Gray has shown them – and the rest of baseball – when he is at his best he is as good as anybody in the game. 

 

But when he is not, … well, he has not shown that ability to work his way through minimal damage … at least not yet. 
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Sunday Numbers Game: Series Stuff Has Rockies Rolling 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 15, 2018 
 

With the Rockies win on Saturday night, they clinched the series with the Mariners, having won the first two games of the 

three-game set that concludes Sunday. That clinches five consecutive series victories for the Rockies, each against a 

team with a winning record, for the first time in franchise history. 

 

During that stretch, the Rockies pitching staff has been dominant, compiling the lowest ERA (2.47) and batting average 

allowed (.209) of any team in the NL. They have the best record in the NL West (9-3), and have cut their deficit from six 

games out of first to 2 1/2 games out. 

 

Trevor Story has hit .431 during the stretch with Charlie Blackmon hitting five home runs and Carlos Gonzalez driving in 

12 runs. 

 

ROCKS ON A ROLL 

Dates Opponent Series Standing ERA Opp BA 

June 29-July 1 at Dodgers 2 of 3 4th -6 2.42 .207 

July 2-4 vs. Giants 3 of 3 4th -4 1.00 .152 

July 6-8 at Mariners 2 of 3 3rd -3 1/2 2.77 .234 

July 10-12 vs. D-Backs 2 of 3 3rd -3 2.67 .212 

July 13-15 vs. Mariners 2 of 2+ 3rd -2 1/2 4.00 .250 

 

With the recent success the Rockies are 45-40, five games above .500. It's the fifth best-record in franchise history after 

95 games, only the ninth time they have been above .500 in franchise history.  

 

Year W L W-L% RS RA Rdiff Twl Rank Postseason 

2017 54 41 0.568 488 452 36 87-75 3 Wildcard 
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Year W L W-L% RS RA Rdiff Twl Rank Postseason 

1995 52 43 0.547 523 513 10 77-67 2 Wildcard 

2009 52 43 0.547 483 428 55 92-70 2 Wildcard 

2010 51 44 0.537 456 413 43 83-79 3  

2018 50 45 0.526 463 465 -2 5BD TBD TBD 

1996 49 46 0.516 574 579 -5 83-79 3  

2003 49 46 0.516 527 514 13 74-88 4  

2000 48 47 0.505 585 553 32 82-80 4  

2007 48 47 0.505 467 468 -1 90-73 2 NL Pennant 

1994 46 49 0.484 496 517 -21 53-64 3  
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Gray’s dominant return delivers Rockies fifth-straight series winDrew Creasman 
 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | July 14, 2018  
 

DENVER – When the Colorado Rockies announced that it would indeed be Opening Day starter Jon Gray who would 

need to be recalled for Saturday’s matchup with the Seattle Mariners, the news was not exactly met with resounding 

applause from fans. 

 

But by the time he left the mound in an eventual 4-1 win, the roars from the home faithful that serenaded him off the field 

were deafening. 

 

The reluctance was justified as Gray didn’t look especially sharp and had only pitched in two games since being sent to 

Triple-A two weeks ago. But the Wolf’s return to Blake Street reminded everyone in the sellout crowd why this guy was so 

heavily anticipated when he made his debut in 2015. 

 

In a sterling seven-plus-inning performance, he dominated the M’s, only faltering a bit late, allowing the offense to do their 

thing. He had given up just two hits going into the eighth and ended up surrendering one run on five hits in one of his most 

impressive 

 

The Rockies got on the board with an early strike in the second inning.  Trevor Story kept his hot bat aflame by singling to 

lead off the frame and was able to trot home on Carlos Gonzalez’ 11th home run of the season. He blasted it 455 feet at 

110 mph off the bat. 

 

CarGo has been pretty hot himself as of late, hitting .341/.393/.565 in the 38 games preceding this one. 

 

The Mariners got their first hit of the game against Gray in the fourth on a single off the bat of Jean Segura but he was 

almost immediately erased on the basepaths on a 5-4-3 double play. 

 

Colorado added a pair of runs in the fifth thanks to a Charlie Blackmon single that was followed by an Ian Desmond triple 

into the right-center field gap. That gave the Rockies a three-run lead and Desmond his 56th RBI of the season. He was 

able to walk to the plate on a single to center from Nolan Arenado that made it 4-0, Rockies. 
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After a fan running on the field interrupted the rhythm of the game for a moment in the sixth, Gray shrugged it off and 

recorded two quick strikeouts and a groundout to get his offense back on the field. 

 

But the game stayed stagnant until the Mariners finally broke through with one out in the eighth. Ben Gamel singled 

through the right side before Chris Herrmann hit a line drive screamer into the gap in right for an RBI double, by far the 

hardest hit ball against Gray in the game. 

 

After a pinch-hitting Nelson Cruz reached on a single, manager Bud Black went to Adam Ottavino with runners at first and 

third and one out. Otto got a weak groundball to third and Herrmann for some reason decided to challenge Arenado, 

getting caught in a rundown between third and home plate. 

 

Otto struck out Jean Segura, making him look silly for the second straight night, to end the inning with the Rockies up 4-1. 

 

Wade Davis worked a clean ninth to lock down the win. 

 

The Rockies have won their last five series’ and 12 of their last 15 ballgames. They improve to 50-45 overall and remain 

2.5 games back of first place in the NL West. 

 

FINAL STATS: 

Jon Gray: 7.1 IP, 5 H, 1 ER, 1 BB, 6 K 

Adam Ottavino: 0.2 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 1 K 

Wade Davis: 1 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, S 

Carlos Gonzalez: 1-for-2, 1 R, 2 RBI HR (11) 

Ian Desmond: 2-for-4, 1 R, 1 RBI 

Charlie Blackmon: 2-for-4, 1 R 

Nolan Arenado: 2-for-4, 1 RBI 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies aim for the sweep on Sunday afternoon. Tyler Anderson faces off against Mike Leake. First pitch at 1:10 

Mountain Time. 



    

36 
 

Colorado Rockies morning after: Jon Gray shut you up and shut down the Mariners 
 
Jake Shapiro | RoxPile.com | July 15, 2018 
 

DENVER – Before the wonderfully talented Gord Downie, the frontman of The Tragically Hip, passed away of brain 

cancer recently, he released a solo album titled “Introduce Yourself.” The first line in the second song for that record is, 

“Hey kids, Wolf’s home.” Downie followed up later in the song with, “I didn’t run, I didn’t vanish when I was afraid.” 

On Saturday Jon Gray — The Wolf of Blake Street — reintroduced himself to Coors Field. He didn’t run in what was a 

pivotal start for the young stud, he shoved. 

 

In the Colorado Rockies’ 4-1 win over the Seattle Mariners, Gray threw 7 1/3 innings of one-run ball to the tune of just five 

hits a walk and six strikeouts. 

 

Rather ominously, Gray made his debut against the Mariners three years ago the last time the M’s were in Denver. That 

start saw the promising rookie go four innings of exciting but rather unnoteworthy ball beside the potential. 

 

Last night, he was reborn against the same Seattle nine that he faced in his MLB debut. 

 

“I knew really early that Jon was going to be good because his fastball command was good,” All-Star Charlie Blackmon 

said of Jon Gray. “He was aggressively going after guys with his fastball.” 

 

Aggression was part of what was impressive for a mentally refreshed Gray. Since his poor start in the National League 

Wildcard game last year, it seemed as though each started doubled in importance and broke any confidence. 

 

“I put that panic away and had fun making pitches. I had a lot of fun out there,” Gray said. “Just be natural out there and 

take so many things out of mind. Forget the mechanical stuff, see the out in my head and make good pitches.” 

 

That’s exactly what Gray did. 

 

What’s more impressive is that Gray looked completely broken just six days ago in Albuquerque. He struggled to throw 

many strikes and walked four while failing to pitch five innings and running his pitch count above 100. 
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Twice in that start he dropped an 0-2 count to a 3-2 count then lost a hitter to a walk. 

 

Early on in the game last night, that devil popped up but Gray still worked a groundout to All-Star Jean Segura. 

 

“Those little games within the game are fun to play,” he described. “When I play those I feel better and it makes baseball 

more fun… that was big.” 

 

Pitch by pitch, batter by batter Gray exuded confidence on Saturday. The same confidence that has eluded him since that 

somber day in October. 

 

“We have seen Jon throw a lot of good games here,” Black said. “We’ve seen starts like tonight from Jon… I think Jon 

was determined today to get back on track.” 

 

Gray walked off to a standing ovation as his team moved within two games of a playoff series. 

 

“I thought it was awesome, I thought it was great,” Black said. “The baseball fan here appreciates their players…  and I 

think they support Jon, he’s an original Rockie and he’s had some great performances here, they can recognize a great 

outing.” 

 

As Downie once sung “I don’t do what I hate,” Jon Gray was just having fun. 
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Colorado Rockies: DJ LeMahieu expected to return on Sunday 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | July 15, 2018 
 

After missing Saturday night’s victory over the Seattle Mariners at Coors Field, DJ LeMahieu is expected to be back in the 

Colorado Rockies lineup for the final game before the All-Star break on Sunday afternoon. 

LeMahieu was a late scratch from Saturday’s lineup with what was termed as “lower back tightness.” Pat Valaika took his 

place at second base and went 0-for-3 with a walk in Saturday’s 4-1 win over the Mariners. 

 

LeMahieu turned 30 years old on Friday night and celebrated his birthday in grand style, making several big defensive 

plays. He also went 2-for-5 at the plate, continuing a July where he is hitting .300, a stretch that has helped raise his 

overall average to .279. Switching to leadoff hitter this season from his usual spot in the two-hole, the former batting 

champion has eight homers and 34 RBI while putting together a .279/.324/.434 slash line. 

 

This season against Seattle, LeMahieu is 3-for-18 after struggling against the Mariners in three games in the Pacific 

Northwest, going 1-for-13. 

 

Colorado manager Bud Black indicated at the end of his press conference on Saturday night that LeMahieu would likely 

be back in the Rockies lineup on Sunday, a good sign for a team that has won five consecutive series for the first time 

since 2014 and the first-ever time that they have won five straight series over teams with winning records. 

 

LeMahieu is expected to test his back to see how it reacts before Sunday’s game but all indications are that he should be 

on the field and in the leadoff spot. 

 

The Rockies enter Sunday play with a 50-45 mark and sit just two games behind the Arizona Diamondbacks in the race 

for the National League West lead. They are also two games out of the second National League Wild Card spot. 

Colorado’s 50 wins mark just the third time in franchise history the team has hit that number before the All-Star break, 

joining last season’s team and the 2003 squad. 

 

After the All-Star break, Colorado will jump right back into National League West play with a critical three-game weekend 

series in Arizona starting on Friday. 
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Rockies 4, Mariners 1: Jon Gray dominant in return from Triple-A 
Jon Gray looked like the flamethrower of old after two-weeks away 
 
Adam Peterson | PurpleRow.com | July 14, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies are playing their best baseball of the season right as they prepare to head into the All-Star break. 

They won again on Saturday night by a score of 4-1 over the Mariners. They have won 12 of 15 games dating back to 

June 27, including four in a row. With Saturday’s victory they clinched their fifth consecutive series win (for the first time 

since 2014) and pulled within 2.5 games of the Diamondbacks for the NL West lead. 

 

Gray returns 

On June 28 Jon Gray was demoted to Triple-ABQ following a disatrous five earned in four innings against the Giants. He 

was called back up Saturday and more closely resembled the ace from the second half of last season. He retired the first 

seven batters he faced and didn’t allow a hit until Jean Segura led off the fourth with a single (he was later erased on a 

double play). It wasn’t until the eighth inning that a runner reached second base, when Chris Herrmann doubled home 

Ben Gamel to put the Mariners on the board. Nelson Cruz then singled on his 93rd pitch of the night and that was it for 

Gray. He finished with one run allowed on five hits, one walk, and six strikeouts over 7 1⁄3 innings. 

 

Adam Ottavino retired the next two batters and Wade Davis pitched a clean ninth, meaning Carlos González two-run 

home run in the bottom of the second was all the pitching staff needed. 

 

Dugout hijinks 

AT&T Sportsnet interviewed Kyle Freeland in the top of the fifth inning. His teammates would not allow him to be 

unperturbed. 

 

Colorado Rockies 

@Rockies 

 Dugout shenanigans � 

 

It’s easy to have fun like this when your team is in the process of winning their 50th game of the season. 

 

Not everybody had a great night 
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It’s a well known fact that running on the field is stupid (unless the plot demand it) and broadcasters will not show field 

invaders during the broadcast, so if you weren’t at Coors Field Saturday night, you missed a doozy. After a tank-topped 

bro sprinted most of the way across the field, he looked to be home free when he lept into the aisle on the third base side. 

Then, a justice loving Good Samaritan lit the guy up: 

 

Jordan Sherman 

@JShermanwx 

 Well this just happened at the #Rockies game 

 

At least 47,788 fans got to enjoy your sprint and one got to enjoy tackling you. Enjoy that ban from the ballpark. 

 

Up next 

The Rockies play their 96th and final game before the All-Star Break on Sunday afternoon. They’ll be going for the series 

sweep over a very good Mariners team. Mike Leake will take the mound for the vistors while Tyler Anderson will try to 

continue his run of excellent starts. First pitch is scheduled for 1:10 pm MT. 

 


