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Cuban prospect Lopez: Joining D-backs dream come true 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109900364/cuban-
prospect-yoan-lopez-joining-d-backs-dream-come-true 
 
Big Unit advises D-backs' hurlers to be mentally tough 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109873132/randy-
johnson-advises-d-backs-hurlers-to-be-mentally-tough 
 
La Russa impressed by D-backs' arms 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109889632/tony-la-
russa-impressed-by-d-backs-pitchers 
 
Yoan Lopez a poster boy for Diamondbacks' scouting 
efforts 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/20/yoan-lopez-poster-boy-diamondbacks-scouting-
efforts/23776695/ 
 
Diamondbacks 'excited' about MLB's pace-of-play rules 
By Zach Buchanan / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/20/diamondbacks-excited-mlbs-pace-play-
rules/23774613/ 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks report to spring training amid low 
expectations 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/19/arizona-diamondbacks-chip-hale-mlb/23710657/ 
 
MLB takes steps to speed up the pace of games 
By Andrew Joseph / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/heat-
index/2015/02/20/mlb-takes-steps-to-speed-up-the-pace-of-
games/23739569/ 
 
Cuban pitcher Yoan Lopez impresses early in D-backs 
camp  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cuban-pitcher-yoan-
lopez-arizona-diamondbacks-spring-training-022015 
 
Old-school Stewart goes new tech to celebrate his birthday  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-gm-
dave-stewart-high-tech-birthday-celebration-022015 
 
Josh Collmenter goes 'Dirty Dancing' 

By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/video/josh-collmenter-
goes-dirty-dancing-022015 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks 'OK' with MLB's pace of play plan 
By Craig Grialou / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1809452/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-OK-with-MLBs-pace-of-play-plan 
 
Randy Johnson visits Arizona Diamondbacks on first day 
of spring training workouts 
By Craig Grialou / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1809371/Randy-Johnson-visits-
Arizona-Diamondbacks-on-first-day-of-spring-training-workouts 
 
Chip Hale, Arizona Diamondbacks offering 'right answers' 
to questions about season ahead 
By Jules Tompkins / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1809192/Chip-Hale-Arizona-
Diamondbacks-offering-right-answers-to-questions-about-
season-ahead 
 
Notebook: First Day of Camp, Rule Changes 
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com 
http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-notebook-
first-day-of-camp-rule-changes 
 
New manager introduces Diamondbacks Way 
By Zach Holland / ASU - Cronkite News 
http://cronkitenewsonline.com/2015/02/new-manager-
introduces-diamondbacks-way/ 
 
Dbacks give more kids opportunity to play little league 
By Karla Navarrete / KPHO - CBS 5 
http://www.kpho.com/story/28159078/chandler-american-
league-ready-for-baseball-thanks-to-dbacks 
 
Diamondbacks tickets go on sale 
By Breann Bierman / KPHO - CBS 5 
http://www.kpho.com/story/28158329/diamondbacks-tickets-
go-on-sale 
 
Flagstaff man celebrates 100 years surrounded by family 
By Larry Hendricks / Arizona Daily Sun 
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/flagstaff-man-celebrates-
years-surrounded-by-family/article_17e1d2fb-362c-550f-bf53-
e4491674cf6e.html 
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First baseman preview: Star power abound at surprisingly 
deep position 
By Michael Beller / SI.com 
http://www.si.com/fantasy/2015/02/19/fantasy-baseball-first-
baseman-preview-anthony-rizzo-brandon-moss 
 
A look at non-roster invitees: NL West 
By David Schoenfield / ESPN.com 
http://espn.go.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/55286/a-look-
at-non-roster-invitees-nl-west 
 
Nick Punto not expected to play for Diamondbacks 
By Shawn Krest / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
5403/nick-punto-not-expected-to-play-for-diamondbacks 
 
Diamondbacks' Yoan Lopez to compete for rotation spot 
By R.J. White / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
6005/diamondbacks-yoan-lopez-to-compete-for-rotation-spot 
 
Uncertainty abounds for new D-Backs manager Chip Hale 
By Associated Press 
http://www.azfamily.com/sports/Uncertainty-abounds-for-
new-D-Backs-manager-Chip-Hale-292987461.html 
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Cuban prospect Lopez: Joining D-backs dream come true 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109900364/cuban-
prospect-yoan-lopez-joining-d-backs-dream-come-true 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Growing up in Cuba, Yoan Lopez was 
a fan of the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
  
The team became a big fan of Lopez this past winter after 
watching him pitch, and it gave Lopez a signing bonus of a little 
more than $8 million to join the organization. 
 
Lopez threw a bullpen session Friday during the first workout 
for pitchers and catchers at Salt River Fields, and afterward he 
met with the media for the first time. 
  
"Actually when I was young in Cuba, I followed this team," he 
said through interpreter Hatuey Mendoza. "I saw guys like 
Randy Johnson, and this was the team that gave me a great 
opportunity, and this was the one that I wanted. They were my 
favorite team when I was in Cuba, and thank God this was a 
dream that came true." 
  
Speaking of Johnson, the Hall of Famer was in camp and was 
watching bullpen sessions while Lopez was throwing. 
  
"I had the opportunity to meet him and share some words with 
him," Lopez said. 
  
Lopez had friends that worked in a hotel in Cuba, and they had 
access to the Internet there and would get him information on 
the D-backs. 
  
When Lopez was signed, the thinking was that he would need 
some time in the Minors to develop, but GM Dave Stewart said 
he would allow the 22-year-old to compete for a spot in the 
rotation this spring, and that's exactly what Lopez intends to do. 
  
"I came from Cuba with one purpose," Lopez said. "It's to reach 
the big leagues, and I'm sure that I will be there. I know what 
I'm capable of giving out there on the field, and that's exactly 
what I'm going for." 
  
Lopez did not want to discuss the details about how he defected 
from Cuba. 
  
"It was a hard transition coming from Cuba," he said. "But I'd 
rather just keep that in my heart." 
  
Lopez has certainly impressed the D-backs with the three 
bullpen sessions he's thrown. 
  
"We were all probably more impressed with his command," D-
backs chief baseball officer Tony La Russa said. "I don't see a 
guy that had any kind of fear." 
  
Lopez throws a fastball, slider, curve and changeup. Non-roster 
catcher Blake Lalli caught Lopez's bullpen session Friday. 
  

"He's got very good stuff," Lalli said. "That was the first time 
I've seen him, and he looks promising. Looks like he would be 
fun to catch. He's pretty polished." 

Big Unit advises D-backs' hurlers to be mentally tough 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109873132/randy-
johnson-advises-d-backs-hurlers-to-be-mentally-tough 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- As the D-backs' coaching staff wrapped 
up its meeting early Friday morning, manager Chip Hale asked 
the 6-foot-10 guest if he had anything he wanted to add. 
  
Turns out Hall of Fame electee Randy Johnson did. 
 
"We asked him, 'Hey what do you think?'" Hale said with a 
smile. "And he told us. It was great." 
  
What Johnson told the coaches is that a key for success in 
pitching is mental toughness, and that's what Johnson hopes to 
get through to the D-backs' pitchers this spring as he spends 
more time at Salt River Fields. 
  
Friday, Johnson stood behind the bullpen mounds while pitchers 
went through their sessions. He occasionally offered a tidbit of 
advice here and there. He's hoping that players will feel 
comfortable to approach him at any time with questions. 
  
"Everybody has good stuff or they wouldn't be here," Johnson 
said. "All I'm going to try to do is lend a little bit of advice. I will 
speak truthfully and honestly, because I've been in that boat. I'm 
not afraid to speak my mind. I want to do it in a positive way." 
  
Johnson appeared animated at one point when talking with 
right-hander Trevor Cahill during his bullpen session. 
  
Cahill has struggled the past two seasons, particularly last year, 
when he wound up back in Class A to work out some 
mechanical issues. 
  
Cahill said Johnson explained to him how to work on certain 
weaknesses during his bullpen sessions, and that Johnson 
emphasized the importance of getting something out of each 
and every one of the workouts. 
  
"It's really just a mentality," Johnson said. "How deep do you 
want to dig? How good do you want to be?" 
  
Johnson will address the pitchers as a group Monday, but what 
impressed Hale more than anything was that Johnson told him 
he was most excited about getting out on the back fields and 
working with the team's Minor Leaguers once they report to 
camp. 
 
"I think he brings a lot of knowledge and a guy that had to go 
through a lot of tough times," Hale said of Johnson, who 
struggled early in his career to harness his electric stuff. "Guys 
like to listen to guys that have had a lot of success." 
  
It's no secret that Johnson was not happy with the way his time 
in Arizona ended following the 2008 season, and he kept the 
organization at arm's length after he retired. 
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Over the last few years, however, he has gradually taken part in 
more club functions, and in January, when he was elected to the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame, the team announced he was 
going to become a special assistant to team president/CEO 
Derrick Hall. In his role, he will also visit the team's Minor 
League affiliates. 
  
More than an overpowering fastball and a devastating slider, 
Johnson -- who will go into Cooperstown as a D-back -- said it 
was his determination to always get better that led him to his 303 
victories over a 22-year career. 
  
"I think the attribute that I had was my mental toughness," 
Johnson said. "That had to be developed. It's just a mindset." 

La Russa impressed by D-backs' arms 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109889632/tony-la-
russa-impressed-by-d-backs-pitchers 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Tony La Russa was in his element 
Friday. Well, sort of. 
  
The D-backs' chief baseball officer was wearing a baseball hat 
and watching pitchers and catchers go through a Spring Training 
workout. But rather than wearing a uniform, he was in a sweat 
suit. It's a new role for someone who had a Hall of Fame career 
as a manager. 
 
"It's different," La Russa said. "I've been imagining it for awhile. 
It's not as hands on, a step removed." 
  
La Russa was impressed with what he saw from the 15 pitchers 
he watched throw. 
  
"I don't see one out of the 15 that couldn't be a successful Major 
League pitcher," he said. 
  
La Russa knows that most pundits have low expectations for his 
club this year after a 98-loss season in 2014. 
  
"You get what you earn as far as expectations," he said. "In the 
end, all people are doing is guessing. I know we're going to play 
the game better." 
  
In other camp news: 
  
• Reliever Matt Stites said an MRI taken of his right elbow 
showed only inflammation and he expected to be back on the 
mound sometime next week. 
  
• Closer Addison Reed said he is past his shoulder soreness and 
will be back throwing Monday. 
  
• Manager Chip Hale announced that infielder Nick Punto, who 
had been signed to a Minor League contract and invited to big 
league camp, had decided not to play this season. Hale said 
Punto did not officially retire, but told him that it was important 
for him to stick close to home for now. 
  
• Most pitchers reported early and had thrown previous bullpen 
sessions, so Hale spent most of his time Friday shuttling 

between the fields to make sure the drills were running 
according to plan. 
  
"I was really impressed by their work ethic today," Hale said. 

Yoan Lopez a poster boy for Diamondbacks' scouting 
efforts 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/20/yoan-lopez-poster-boy-diamondbacks-scouting-
efforts/23776695/ 
 
Yoan Lopez pulled a baseball out of a bag and made his way to 
the far mound at Salt River Fields on Friday morning. As he 
walked, Diamondbacks executives' heads turned, their eyes 
tracking his movement. 
 
Even though it was a minor event – a bullpen session on the 
first day of spring training – Lopez did not disappoint, his 
fastballs zipping out of his hand, his breaking stuff darting 
downward. 
 
It was a brief but intriguing glimpse at a pitcher who is one of 
the poster boys for the Diamondbacks' newfound commitment 
to Latin American scouting, an area into which they have 
suddenly poured an unexpected amount of resources. 
 
Last month, they spent more than $16 million to sign Lopez, a 
22-year-old Cuban right-hander whom officials believe has top-
of-the-rotation potential. 
 
That signing came just a couple of months after the team spent 
$68.5 million on slugger Yasmany Tomas, who was perhaps the 
biggest name on the international market this offseason. 
 
"I do think it's an area we can impact and continue to get better 
and grow," said Diamondbacks' senior vice president De Jon 
Watson, who oversees the club's scouting and player 
development departments. "It subsidizes your amateur draft. If 
you're able to churn out players from the Latin American 
market, it definitely gives you strength in volume." 
 
After his bullpen session, Lopez, who arrived in town last week, 
met with the Arizona media for the first time, telling reporters 
that signing with the Diamondbacks was a "dream come true" 
because he actually grew up a fan of the team. A friend who 
worked at a hotel had access to the internet – a rarity in Cuba – 
and would look up information about the Diamondbacks. 
 
"When I was young in Cuba, I followed this team," he said 
through a translator. "Not just that, but I've seen guys like Randy 
Johnson. This was a team that gave me a great opportunity. This 
is the team I really wanted to sign with." 
 
For years, the Diamondbacks were among the better teams in 
baseball at producing players out of Latin America, often finding 
frontline talent at bargain-basement prices. In the late 
1990s/early 2000s, they signed and developed catcher Miguel 
Montero, outfielders Gerardo Parra and Carlos Gonzalez, 
infielder Emilio Bonifacio and pitchers Jose Valverde and Jorge 
De La Rosa, among others. 
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But with the pipeline having slowed to a trickle in recent years, 
the club's new front office went to work. Previous regimes didn't 
ignore the region, team officials say, they just didn't make it a 
priority like new General Manager Dave Stewart has. Both 
Stewart and Watson have made five trips apiece to the 
Dominican Republic since they were hired in September. 
 
"Dave Stewart is probably the only GM in baseball who has 
come down here (five) times in about two months," Junior 
Noboa, the Diamondbacks' vice president of Latin Operations, 
said over the phone from the Dominican on Friday. "That tells 
you something. That tells you we are aggressive and we are 
interested in this market." 
 
Noboa, who was also impressed to see Chief Baseball Officer 
Tony La Russa and CEO Derrick Hall pay visits, says he is in 
touch daily with Stewart via email as the team continues to 
search for talent. "They tell me, 'Any good player that you see, 
let us know and we'll come down right away,'" Noboa said. 
 
Noboa said there was a period when the club didn't devote 
much financially to the region, which he thinks helps explain the 
shortage in prospects over the past five years. But he also 
believes there are talented players in the system, including right-
handers Enrique Burgos and Jose Martinez and outfielder 
Socrates Brito, who have a chance to be solid big leaguers. 
 
"Probably in three to four years, we're going to see some good 
players (in the majors)," he said. 
 
The Diamondbacks are still looking into other big-name free-
agents. Watson confirmed the team's interest in 19-year-old 
Cuban infielder Yoan Moncada, who has worked out privately 
for the Diamondbacks, and the club also has heavily scouted 
another Cuban, 18-year-old right-hander Yadier Alvarez. 
 
"Our goal right now is to try to make sure we're seeing all the 
players that are available and making sure we know who they are, 
which ones we like," Watson said. "So that if we are going to get 
in, we know which ones we are going to get in on, if that makes 
sense." 
 
Watson first saw Lopez in the Dominican Republic in June, at 
which time he was still working as an executive for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. He had seen him multiple times by December, 
when Stewart and La Russa flew down to watch him throw. 
Lopez was impressive. 
 
"I don't know who grunted first," La Russa recalled, "but I was 
standing next to Stew and we both grunted. 'What the heck was 
that?'" 
 
So when everyone turned to watch him throw on Friday, Lopez 
said it was no big deal. He had gotten used to throwing in front 
of big league officials. For him, it was just a step toward his goal 
of winning a rotation spot this spring, an opportunity he said 
was a factor in his decision to sign with the Diamondbacks, 
whose rotation struggled badly in 2014. 
 
"I came from Cuba with one purpose, and that was to actually 
reach the big leagues, and I'm sure that I will be there," Lopez 
said, speaking through interpreter Hatuey Mendoza. 
 

"Be there soon?" a reporter asked. 
 
"Pronto?" Mendoza relayed. 
 
"Pronto," Lopez said. "Muy pronto." 

Diamondbacks 'excited' about MLB's pace-of-play rules 
By Zach Buchanan / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/20/diamondbacks-excited-mlbs-pace-play-
rules/23774613/ 
 
When Major League Baseball tested measures to quicken games 
in the Arizona Fall League, both the methods and results were 
drastic. As a result of a pitch clock and other measures, game 
times sped up considerably. 
 
On Friday, MLB announced it would adopt lighter versions of 
some of those new rules for the upcoming season, with the 
blessing of both the players' association and umpires' union. The 
rules will be effective beginning in spring training and through 
the postseason, after which they will be reviewed. 
 
"When I was working for the Commissioner's office, as much as 
I love the game, when there's dead time, it wasn't as 
entertaining," said Arizona Diamondbacks executive Tony La 
Russa. 
 
The fall league rules put pitchers on a 20-second pitch clock and 
limited mound visits, but those particular approaches will not be 
enforced under the new guidelines. What remains is the 
requirement that batters keep one foot in the box at all times, 
except for a host of exceptional circumstances, and that a clock 
that counts down the time between innings and during pitching 
changes. 
 
In both situations, the clock will run down from 2:25 for locally 
televised games and 2:45 for national games. 
 
When the clock gets down to 30 seconds, pitchers will be 
prohibited from throwing any more warm-up pitches. When it 
reaches 20 seconds, the batter can enter the box and a pitch can 
be delivered. 
 
"When I was in Oakland we'd get letters all the time about being 
too slow out of the bullpen," manager Chip Hale said. "They've 
set it up for this. I'm excited about it. I think it'll help the game." 
 
Another big difference is how the new policies will be enforced. 
Previously, a team was charged with a ball or strike for either 
failing to deliver a pitch on time or not staying in the batter's 
box. Now, instead of impacting the outcome of the game, 
players will be delivered warnings or fined. 
 
"I would try to avoid messing with the integrity of the game," La 
Russa said. "A fine will get your attention. We've gotten in some 
bad habits, and that's all it is, habits." 
 
Tweaks were also made to instant replay. Managers can now 
signal a challenge from the dugout, and can also hold up play 
without running out to an umpire while waiting for the word on 
whether to challenge or not. Managers will also get a new 
challenge each time their previous one proves successful. 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/20/diamondbacks-excited-mlbs-pace-play-rules/23774613/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/20/diamondbacks-excited-mlbs-pace-play-rules/23774613/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/20/diamondbacks-excited-mlbs-pace-play-rules/23774613/
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Previously, each team began with one challenge and could earn a 
maximum of one more if used correctly. 
 
Reviews of possible violations of the home-plate collision rule 
will also now require a challenge. 
 
Johnson eager to help 
 
Hall of Fame pitcher and new front office assistant Randy 
Johnson spent his first day at spring training in his new role, and 
took time to chat with several pitchers during bullpen sessions, 
including Trevor Cahill and Chase Anderson. 
 
Johnson wasn't critiquing mechanics – those were never his 
forte, he said – but hopes to counsel young pitchers on the 
mindset needed to succeed in the majors. 
 
"I know there needs to be some mental toughness on the team," 
Johnson said. "It all comes back to you not understanding and 
you not realizing what you're capable of doing until you finally 
retire, so why not push the envelope a little bit. What's to say to 
you can't pitch another 10 pitches? How are you ever going to 
understand the art of pitching until you're put in a situation 
where you have to pitch?" 
 
Johnson plans to be around fairly regularly and will speak to the 
team's pitchers and catchers as a group on Monday. 
 
He also hopes that his playing-days reputation for being hard to 
approach hasn't translated to how his new mentees view him. 
He's full of advice and eager to offer it. 
 
"I'm not that way anymore," he said. "I hope they'll approach 
me." 
 
Reed, Stites going slow 
 
Relievers Addison Reed and Matt Stites are slated to get a late 
start to spring training after dealing with inflammation in pre-
report day side sessions. Reed is probably closer to returning 
than Stites. 
 
"Just a little bit of inflammation (in my shoulder)," Reed said. "I 
got some anti-inflammatories and we'll be good to go." 
 
Stites' issue is with his elbow, which caused him to initially fear 
he'd need Tommy John surgery. But when the teams did entry 
physicals on Wednesday it came back clean, save for some 
inflammation. 
 
He was still feeling it as of a couple days ago, he said, so it could 
be a bit before it calms down enough for him to continue 
throwing. 
 
"We'll dig it out and we'll be all right," he said. 
 
Punto staying home 
 
The Diamondbacks signed veteran infielder Nick Punto to a 
minor-league deal earlier in the winter as added depth up the 
middle, but Punto will not be joining the team. Hale said the 37-
year-old is opting to spend the year at home with his family, 

although he has not officially retired. The team has no plans to 
add anyone to take his spot. 

Arizona Diamondbacks report to spring training amid low 
expectations 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/19/arizona-diamondbacks-chip-hale-mlb/23710657/ 
 
In the weeks leading up to spring training, Chip Hale stood in 
the outfield with the early-arriving players, picking their brains 
during workouts at Salt River Fields. He talked with pitchers 
after watching them throw and traded text messages with others, 
doing all he could to learn about them. 
 
The Diamondbacks' new manager is a believer that more than 
just talent goes into a winning team, and what he heard from his 
players while getting to know them has him optimistic they have 
the other ingredients, as well. 
 
"The things that are being said, different things I'm reading in 
texts, are the perfect things we're looking for," Hale said 
Thursday, the report date for pitchers and catchers. "But we 
really won't see it until we're under fire." 
 
They might be under fire often this season, at least if the outside 
perception becomes reality. The Diamondbacks went 64-98 last 
year, finishing with the worst record in baseball, and whether it's 
Las Vegas oddsmakers or media pundits, there's an expectation 
they might be just as bad this season. Hale expects that to be a 
motivating factor. 
 
"It's human nature," he said. "It's like, no one wants to be 
laughed at, right? Ninety-eight losses is not good. They realize 
that. And some of the texts allude to that. 'I can't wait to get 
started and get after some people.' 
 
"The expectations are probably a little bit lower, but not for us 
in the room." 
 
So far, Hale's time on the job has been devoted to planning and 
introductions. His coaches say he's a stickler for details, that the 
schedule he prepared for spring training was made and remade 
until deemed flawless. 
 
Most of his players are still getting to know him, but they all 
seem to pick up on one thing quickly: his energy. They see it 
from him when he moves around the field during workouts. 
They hear it in his voice when he talks about the game. They 
notice it's still there at the end of the day. 
 
"He's really upbeat and all about having a good time," reliever 
Evan Marshall said, "but at the same time he wants us to take all 
that energy he brings and point it toward winning." 
 
But just how much winning can reasonably be expected from the 
Diamondbacks this season? General Manager Dave Stewart has 
sounded overly optimistic when talking about his roster, while 
Chief Baseball Officer Tony La Russa said during the offseason 
he'd be disappointed if his team didn't finish with a winning 
record. 
 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/19/arizona-diamondbacks-chip-hale-mlb/23710657/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2015/02/19/arizona-diamondbacks-chip-hale-mlb/23710657/
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Hale wasn't so bullish — he said the Diamondbacks "want to be 
over .500," calling it "very important to the organization" — and 
instead steered the topic toward a parallel he drew to the Kansas 
City Royals. 
 
Not long ago, the Royals owned what was considered baseball's 
best farm system, and last year, they finally broke through and 
reached the World Series. The Diamondbacks' system is 
regarded as solid, stocked with a handful of high-end prospects, 
and Hale noted that five of the organization's minor league 
affiliates reached the playoffs last season. 
 
"For years, you heard about all the talent (the Royals) had in the 
minor leagues," Hale said. "They were winning PCL 
championships and winning the Texas League. And all of a 
sudden these guys come, and I think that's kind of what we're 
building in the organization. People don't buy that until you do 
win at the big-league level. We're getting a lot of winning 
ballplayers that are coming through the system, which should be 
important." 
 
If it's going to happen this year, they'll need to answer a slew of 
questions, particularly among the pitching staff, which ranked 
among baseball's worst last season. Three-fifths of the rotation is 
up for grabs, with perhaps a dozen or more pitchers competing 
for spots. 
 
"We'd like to go on what guys have done in the past, their 
seasons last year, for example," Hale said. "But in this situation, 
if a guy jumps out at us in spring training, he can jump himself 
right onto the team." 
 
A lot of the unknown greets Hale, who has watched video and 
heard second-hand reports on many of his players. He's also 
seen a lot of them in workouts over the past six weeks, much of 
which has left him encouraged. 
 
"But when that hitter gets in the box, he's going to tell me," Hale 
said. "You can watch a guy throw a bullpen and he looks like 
he's Nolan Ryan and then he goes out in the game and he can't 
get an out. When a hitter gets in there or pitchers get on the 
mound for the hitters, then we'll find out what kind of guys we 
have." 

MLB takes steps to speed up the pace of games 
By Andrew Joseph / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/heat-
index/2015/02/20/mlb-takes-steps-to-speed-up-the-pace-of-
games/23739569/ 
 
The length of major-league games have been an ongoing 
concern for the league and fans, but change is on the way. 
 
MLB and the players' union agreed to new rules that will shorten 
the time between innings and streamline the game's flow. 
Pitchers will now have to complete their between-inning 
warmups and deliver the first pitch inside a 2:25 time frame for 
local games and 2:45 for nationally televised games. The clock 
will start immediately after the inning's third out. 
 
There will be visible timers behind home plate and around the 
stadium. 
 

This is a great step in the right direction because limiting the 
time between innings will give fans less lulls between game 
action and likely put an end to the increasing game lengths. 
 
Game times have been growing by the year, and the 2014 
season's 3.13-hour game average was the slowest pace in 
Baseball Prospectus' archives dating back to 1950. 
 
Batters must also keep one foot inside the batter's box during at-
bats, so no more constant timeouts. For equipment issues or 
broken bats, the umpire will grant the batter permission to leave 
the box.  
 
The key to these rules has to be enforcement. Will it be like 
basketball's seldom-enforced coach's box, or will we see umpires 
strictly monitor and implement these changes? 
 
The MLB release says that umpires will enforce the rules by 
issuing warnings, and frequent offenders will be subject to fines. 
But there will not be any balls or strikes added to the pitcher's 
count. We'll have to wait and see if that'll be enough in terms of 
enforcement, but the MLB is trying to improve its product. 

Cuban pitcher Yoan Lopez impresses early in D-backs 
camp  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cuban-pitcher-yoan-
lopez-arizona-diamondbacks-spring-training-022015 
 
SCOTTSDALE -- A few minutes into his first bullpen session 
of the spring, Cuban right-hander Yoan Lopez threw a 
particularly nasty slider that broke over the outside edge of the 
plate. 
  
"Wow,'' catcher Blake Lalli said quietly as he pulled the ball in, 
more to himself than anyone else. 
  
You had to have been standing within 10 feet of Lalli to have 
heard that, but his was hardly the only positive review. Lopez, 
22, said later that he has every intention of leaving spring 
training with a spot in the Diamondbacks' starting rotation, and 
that claim hardly seemed far-fetched at first glance. 
  
"This young man has the frame. He has a delivery. Today, I 
think we were all probably more impressed with his command," 
said D-backs chief baseball officer Tony La Russa. "Breaking 
balls were down. I didn't see him hang anything hardly. His 
fastball had life downstairs. Things that you look for." 
  
Then there was his demeanor. 
  
"Here is having his first big league throw, and I didn't see a guy 
who had any kind of fear. I thought he was impressive," La 
Russa said. 
  
Lopez threw all of his four pitches -- a fastball, slider curveball, 
changeup -- in his first session. His fastball sits in the 95-mph 
range, and while there was no radar gun in place Friday, he 
appeared to be throwing that hard. 
  
The D-backs' already have $8.25 million reasons to believe 
Lopez will be in the majors in the near future -- if not when 
camp breaks, then very shortly thereafter. His bonus was a major 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/heat-index/2015/02/20/mlb-takes-steps-to-speed-up-the-pace-of-games/23739569/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/heat-index/2015/02/20/mlb-takes-steps-to-speed-up-the-pace-of-games/23739569/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/heat-index/2015/02/20/mlb-takes-steps-to-speed-up-the-pace-of-games/23739569/
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cuban-pitcher-yoan-lopez-arizona-diamondbacks-spring-training-022015
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/cuban-pitcher-yoan-lopez-arizona-diamondbacks-spring-training-022015


│

8 

 

league record for an international amateur, and the D-backs also 
will have to pay another $8 million in taxes to major league 
baseball for exceeding their international signing pool. 
  
La Russa, general manager Dave Stewart and many of the D-
backs' top brass watched Lopez's session. It is nothing new. He 
is used to an audience, from his days in the top Cuban league 
and to the showcase events held prior to signing with the D-
backs on Jan. 16. Lopez arrived in the United States, eager for 
the challenge. 
  
"I came from Cuba with one purpose, to reach the big leagues, 
and I'm sure that I will be there," Lopez said through interpreter 
Hatuey Mendoza, the D-backs' liaison to Latin America. 
  
Soon? 
  
"Pronto. Muy pronto," Lopez said. 
  
He will have plenty of competition. Josh Collmenter and Jeremy 
Hellickson were the only apparent locks for spots in the starting 
rotation as camp opened. Holdovers Chase Anderson, Vidal 
Nuno, Trevor Cahill, Daniel Hudson, Randall Delgado and 
Andrew Chafin, plus newcomers Rubby De La Rosa, Robbie 
Ray and Alan Webster, are in the mix, some more likely than 
others. Top prospects Archie Bradley, Aaron Blair and Braden 
Shipley are knocking on the door.  
  
"I trust in myself a lot," Lopez said. "I know what I am capable 
of bringing out there on the field, and that's exactly what I am 
going for. I'm going to do the best that I can to try to win one of 
those spots. That is what I am here for." 
  
Among the reasons Lopez signed with the D-backs over other 
reported suitors, including San Diego and San Francisco, was 
because of the opportunity for a quick rise, he said. 
  
Lopez and his father left Cuba for the Dominican Republic in 
December 2013, and he later established residency in Haiti. 
Lopez signed soon after he was cleared by the U.S. Treasury's 
Office of Foreign Assets, which no longer has anything to say 
about Cuban players. 

Old-school Stewart goes new tech to celebrate his birthday  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-gm-
dave-stewart-high-tech-birthday-celebration-022015 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- It is no secret that Diamondbacks 
general manager Dave Stewart has a lot of old school in him. 
  
But he is nothing if not adaptable. 
  
Spending birthdays away from home is nothing new for Stewart, 
who has spent most of his adult life in baseball. Feb. 19 almost 
always coincides with spring training. 
  
He found a novel way to celebrate his 59th birthday on 
Thursday night with his family, over a dinner of shrimp linguine, 
salad and lemon cake, his favorite dessert. 
  
Thank you, FaceTime. 
  

Stewart cooked his meal at home -- he has been living in former 
Arizona general manager  Kevin Towers' house -- while his 
family made the same dinner in their house in San Diego. They 
ate and chatted for 90 minutes before it was time to blow out the 
candles. That was done in San Diego. 
  
Some things the internet has yet to learn. 

Josh Collmenter goes 'Dirty Dancing' 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/video/josh-collmenter-
goes-dirty-dancing-022015 
 
(Video embedded on webpage) 
 
Diamondbacks pitcher Josh Collmenter has the time of his life 
while getting some dance pointers from Sam Pergande, 
otherwise known as 'Johnny Castle' in the musical production of 
Dirty Dancing. 

Arizona Diamondbacks 'OK' with MLB's pace of play plan 
By Craig Grialou / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1809452/Arizona-
Diamondbacks-OK-with-MLBs-pace-of-play-plan 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- It's been much discussed, and now it's 
here.  
 
Major League Baseball and the Major League Baseball Players 
Association jointly announced Friday a series of pace of game 
initiatives and instant replay modifications in an attempt to speed 
up a nine-inning game that on average lasted 3 hours, 2 minutes 
last season. 
  
The moves -- including requiring a hitter to keep at least one 
foot in the batter's box in most cases and the timing of pitching 
changes and between-inning breaks -- are effective in spring 
training and then continuing on into the regular season and 
postseason. 
  
"I'm excited about it," said first-year Arizona Diamondbacks 
manager Chip Hale, who first heard of the pace of play talk 
during the Winter Meetings. "I think it'll help the game." 
  
The timing of the news coincided with the D-backs' first 
workout for pitchers and catchers. Many players found the 
memo waiting for them at their lockers inside the clubhouse at 
Salt River Fields. 
  
"As long as they're not doing anything to change the rules of the 
game," closer Addison Reed said. 
  
No, just enforcing the rules that are already on the books with 
some subtle tweaks, at least that is the hope. 
  
Immediately following the third out of each half-inning, the 
timer -- installed on or near the outfield scoreboard plus a 
smaller one on the façade behind home plate near the press box 
-- will count down from 2:25 for locally-televised games and 2:45 
for nationally-televised games. 
  
Pitchers must throw their last warmup pitches before 30 seconds 
remain, with exceptions if the pitcher or catcher is on base when 
the last half-inning ends. 

http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-gm-dave-stewart-high-tech-birthday-celebration-022015
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-gm-dave-stewart-high-tech-birthday-celebration-022015
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"I always like to speed it up. It's always fun to watch, like the 
(Mark) Buehrles pitch and the game just seems like it goes a lot 
quicker," right-hander Trevor Cahill said, before adding, "Some 
guys, they take their time and they take that time to concentrate 
on each and every pitch, so it's hard for those guys to change 
what they're used to. It's got to be tough." 
  
A time limit between innings is most likely to affect pitchers 
coming out of the bullpen. 
  
"That's fine with me," Reed said. "I usually run out of the 
bullpen and throw four, five pitches and I'm ready to go. I'm not 
a guy that needs to be out there and throw 10, 11 pitches. I'm 
four, five pitches; I'm ready to go, so I don't think it's going to 
affect me at all." 
  
The timing rules, according to MLB, will be enforced through a 
warning and fine system, with discipline resulting for flagrant 
violators. 
  
"When I was a player there were no rules about chewing 
tobacco, for example. Then when I was a manger, there were 
rules, in the minor leagues, not the big leagues. And eventually 
you saw when all these guys started coming to the big leagues, 
not as many guys chewed tobacco," Hale said. "So, what'll 
happen, is with all these rules -- they've been kind of forcing 
them in the minor leagues, about foot-in-the-box -- these guys 
that start coming to the major leagues, they'll be more in tune 
with it. 
  
"It'll work."  
 
Now with instant replay, managers no longer will have to leave 
their dugouts to call for replays, unless the play in question ends 
an inning and the defensive team must be kept on the field. 
  
"I'm all for (that)," Reed said, "because it's kind of a long process 
when they had to run out there, talk to the umpire, look in the 
dugout, wait for the signal and then say ‘yes' or ‘no'. It's better to 
just have them in the dugout and ‘yes' or ‘no' right there on the 
spot. I think that's going to cut out some time." 
  
Hale agreed.  
 
"I think it's better that the manager stays in the dugout and 
decides. It's less time. It's no problem," he said. "Whatever we 
can do to help the game grow—I know people want the pace to 
be better, then we've got to do it." 

Randy Johnson visits Arizona Diamondbacks on first day 
of spring training workouts 
By Craig Grialou / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1809371/Randy-Johnson-visits-
Arizona-Diamondbacks-on-first-day-of-spring-training-workouts 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Standing 6-foot-10, Randy Johnson is 
an imposing figure.  
 
Even now, five years removed from the last time he wore the 
uniform and at the ripe young age of 51, his presence is 
impressive. 
  

Even to current Major Leaguers.  
 
"Hopefully, you get used to him being around and then maybe 
not be as intimated," right-hander Trevor Cahill said, smiling. 
"It's nice to having somebody like that who's been through it 
and played for so long. Whatever he says you kind of listen." 
  
And that's the point, according to first-year manager Chip Hale.  
 
"He's been through a lot of different things and toughness and 
mental toughness and he can talk about it," he said of Johnson, 
who just last month was elected to the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame. "Guys like to listen to guys who have had success, that's 
just the way it is. People who have success can go out and make 
a lot of money speaking, so there's a reason for it." 
  
Johnson, wearing a Diamondbacks Sedona Red polo shirt, 
watched the first day of spring training workouts for pitchers 
and catchers at Salt River Fields. 
  
He stopped briefly to observe Cahill throw a bullpen session.  
 
"I didn't even know he was watching me until he said 
something," Cahill said. "He's obviously had a lot of success, and 
it's nice to see him back around the game and around here where 
he's had so much success." 
  
Hale is unsure how often Johnson will be around, though the 
five-time Cy Young award winner is scheduled to address the 
pitchers Monday. 
  
Beyond that, his visits will likely depend on his schedule.  
 
When he does stop by, Hale said Johnson wants to spend his 
time with the minor league pitchers. 
  
"He wants to have some ability to talk to them and sort of shape 
them a little more, so I think that's neat," Hale said. "That's 
always good because when you get a guy who's done as well as 
he has, it's hard to get them to go back and work with minor 
leaguers. They want to be out with the big league guys, but he's 
really excited to be with the minor league guys, which is 
impressive." 
  
Johnson wasn't the only former All-Star and World Series 
champion in camp.  
 
Joe Carter, recently named special assistant to general manager 
Dave Stewart, was making the rounds, getting used to his new 
surroundings. 
  
"You walk around here and you see Randy Johnson, you see Joe 
Carter, you see Tony La Russa, it's kind of surreal," closer 
Addison Reed said. "Those guys, if you have any questions you 
need to ask about any situation, any scenario, those guys have 
been through it, they've seen it, they know how to do it. Just to 
be able to be around these guys and be able to ask them 
whatever is kind of surreal, and I think it's something that I'm 
going to definitely take advantage of it." 

Chip Hale, Arizona Diamondbacks offering 'right answers' 
to questions about season ahead 
By Jules Tompkins / ArizonaSports.com 
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http://arizonasports.com/42/1809192/Chip-Hale-Arizona-
Diamondbacks-offering-right-answers-to-questions-about-
season-ahead 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — In the wake of a 98-loss campaign in 
2014 and a winter in which the public persisted in leveling its 
opprobrium upon the Arizona Diamondbacks, the organization's 
pitchers and catchers reported to spring training Thursday with 
something of a millstone hanging around their collective neck. 
They sought to lighten the burden with frequent allusions to 
"fresh starts," quoting a number of baseball's go-to truisms. 
  
Some pointed to the myriad of new players and the new 
leadership in the organization. Others footnoted injuries in their 
account of last year's woes. Several talked of the top-to-bottom 
talent in the organization. And they all seemed to believe what 
they were saying. 
  
First-year D-backs manager Chip Hale was pleased with the 
general outlook his team is sharing. 
  
"The things (they're saying) are the right answers," he said 
smiling.  
 
Hale, who was hired by the D-backs in October, played his part 
in that effort Thursday, rattling off positive, honest answers one 
after another. He spoke of the motivation that comes with low 
expectations, the luxury of depth, his hopes for individual 
rebounds, the value of players who "respect the game." He 
addressed reporters by name after entering the room laughing, 
upbeat. 
  
"We have such a great amount of talent in the organization and 
if we're healthy, we feel like we're going to be able to compete," 
he said. "I feel good about it." 
  
Hale's players -- several of whom hadn't met him in person until 
Thursday -- sounded alike. 
  
"It's a fresh start for a lot of reasons," projected Opening Day 
starting pitcher Josh Collmenter told media gathered around his 
locker. "For one, we're 0-0 right now -- no one's in first, no one's 
in last." 
  
Technically, Collmenter's right, but things sure don't look level 
in the D-backs' National League West division. 
  
The defending World Series champion San Francisco Giants are 
set to play the favorite with the division-winning Los Angeles 
Dodgers trailing closely behind. A third California team, the San 
Diego Padres, look to be baseball's most-improved team, adding 
all of Matt Kemp, Wil Myers, James Shields and Justin Upton, 
among others, over the winter. 
  
The D-backs say they're not paying attention to that.  
 
First baseman Paul Goldschmidt was tracked down in the 
clubhouse Thursday, though not required to officially report to 
camp until next week, when position players are expected at Salt 
River Fields. He was asked if he agreed with a sentiment that 
Hale cast out over the offseason -- that the D-backs would 
surprise critics. 
 

Yes I do," he said. "I just think we've got a really talented team. I 
don't know, maybe not ‘shock' people, because I don't really 
know what people are saying. But we'll go out there and we'll 
play hard and we'll play good and, like I said, we've got a talented 
pitching staff, talented position players. Guys are working hard 
and these are guys that are going to go out there and play the 
game the right way and win a lot of games, I hope." 
  
Hale was careful so as to not stifle the room with positive 
platitudes, addressing a few of the elephants along the way. 
  
"When a team loses 98 games, it's not hard to get their 
attention," he explained. 
  
Of course his players were talking about fresh starts and putting 
forth the gamut of other saccharine sentiments Thursday. It was 
only natural, Hale said. 
  
"It's human nature -- no one likes to get laughed at, right? 
Ninety eight losses is not good. They realize that." 
  
Beyond instinct, though, the first-time big league skipper trusts 
that his team truly believes the words coming out of their 
mouth. A Bay Area native, he recounted a phone call he received 
from his mother after signing on as third base coach with the 
Oakland Athletics in 2012. 
  
"My mother called me and said, ‘You're going to go with the 
A's?! They're terrible!' And then I'm like, ‘Well, wait a minute, 
mom -- we're going to be better than you think,'" he told. 
  
"And we ended up winning the division."  
 
Because of the 98 losses last season, the uncertainty in the 
rotation and what seemed to be a subscription to a rebuilding 
approach over the offseason, Hale still understands where the 
doubters are coming from. 
  
"The expectations probably are a little bit lower, but not for us 
in the room," he went on. 
  
One reporting player who hopes to make a splash under Hale 
after a disappointingly quiet 2014 in the minor leagues is right-
handed pitching prospect Archie Bradley. An elbow injury kept 
him off the mound for much of the season, but the highly-
touted 22-year-old was just 3-7 with a 4.45 ERA in 18 minor 
league starts in 2014. 
  
"I think it was pretty bad," he said of the effort. "I'm not going 
to sugarcoat it." 
  
Instead, he's using it as motivation for the months ahead, 
arriving in Scottsdale last month along with a throng of other 
players who are looking to right wrongs and reverse the D-backs' 
fate 
  
"To see veterans out here (for the last month) working alongside 
me and talking about how they want to turn this team around 
and they want to win, we've started to believe that and we do 
believe that," he said. 

Notebook: First Day of Camp, Rule Changes 
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com 

http://arizonasports.com/42/1809192/Chip-Hale-Arizona-Diamondbacks-offering-right-answers-to-questions-about-season-ahead
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http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-notebook-
first-day-of-camp-rule-changes 
 
During the off-season, Diamondbacks’ general manager Dave 
Stewart sought immediate improvement from a woeful starting 
rotation. 
  
Through a series of trades, Stewart attempted to bring in quality 
arms with high energy and strong purpose. “They have to know 
how good they can be,” was the observation from Hall-of-Famer 
Randy Johnson, who was a first-day visitor in camp. 
  
With 10 pitchers throwing on Friday and the remainder slated to 
work for the first time Saturday, the initial observation indicated 
Stewart may be on the right track. 
  
Right-hander Rubby De La Rosa, obtained from the Red Sox for 
Wade Miley in the off-season, was sharp, crisp and around the 
plate. His fluid motion and ease of delivery made his fast ball 
appear faster than the mid-90s he was credited. 
  
Also obtained from the Red Sox in the Miley deal, right-hander 
Allen Webster started slowly with an ease of motion. By the time 
he reached his pitch count, at 40, the velocity on his fast ball 
increased and kept a breaking ball low. 
  
Yet, the most accolades were reserved for right-hander Yoan 
Lopez, a 22-year-old defector from Cuba. Sought by many 
teams, the Diamondbacks inked Lopez for $8.9 million, and he 
quickly went to work. Lopez threw along side of lefty Robbie 
Ray, brought over from the Tigers in the off-season, and Ray 
was equally impressive with a dynamic fast ball. 
  
Some observers point to Lopez starting the season at Double 
AA Mobile and then to see how he progresses. 
  
Yet, with the performance he gave Friday, Lopez could seriously 
be in the mix for a starting spot. His fast ball seem to explode 
out his hand and his motion was that of a typical power pitcher. 
Strength from his legs and a solid release point, Lopez displayed 
strong mechanics which translates into success. 
  
At 6-4 and 190 pounds, Lopez gives a physical impression more 
like a basketball player but he points out, looks can be deceiving. 
  
“My body can fool people,” he said Friday through an 
interpreter. “I don’t have a problem throwing 200 innings. I 
think this is a great opportunity with the Diamondbacks and 
they were my favorite team when I was back in Cuba.” 
  
Lopez said he worked in a hotel and co-workers had access to 
the internet. There, he would watch the Diamondbacks and 
related Randy Johnson was his favorite player. 
  
From what he showed Friday, the hard-throwing right-hander 
has a more than legitimate chance, this season, to help make his 
dreams a reality. 
  
“I want to be the best I can be and, help this team,” Lopez said. 
“No, I don’t have a communication problem with the catchers 
and this is a great experience. I want to give this team the best I 
have and I trust in me a lot.” 
  

NEW RULES 
  
On Friday, Major League Baseball announced sweeping rule 
changes for 2015 and the collective desire to speed up the game. 
  
According to ESPN.com, the average length of a game in 2014 
was 3 hours, 2 minutes and that was up from the 2:33 in 1981. 
  
What will go into effect for all spring training, regular and post-
season games include batters keeping at least one foot in the 
batter’s box until a foul ball or a wild pitch, time clocks will be 
installed in all stadiums to insure pitchers adhere to the time 
between pitches, and managers will no longer come out of the 
dugout to challenge a call on the field. Managers now make their 
challenge call through players on the field or by signaling to the 
umpire. 
  
In violations of the rule, players will be fined $500 for each 
offense and the money donated to charities supported by Major 
League Baseball. 
  
Both the players’ union and the umpires association signed off 
on the new rules. 
  
The rule book has been amended to include Rule 602 (d). 
  
Specifically, the rule states a batter has 40 seconds to approach 
the plate once he is announced and the walk-up music 
commences. The walk-up music ends at 25 seconds, the batter 
enters the batter’s box at 20 seconds and also at 20 seconds, the 
pitcher begins his motion to deliver a pitch. 
  
MINUS ONE 
  
After the Diamondbacks concluded their Friday workout 
session, manager Chip Hale announced infielder Nick Punto, 
who was signed to a minor league contract and invitation to 
spring training, decided to not attend camp. 
  
“No, Nick is not retiring, but wants to spend more time with his 
family,” Hale said. “Nick realizes he’s getting up there in baseball 
years but made the decision not to play this season.” 
  
Punto is 37-years-old and played for the Phillies, Twins, 
Cardinals, Red Sox, Dodgers and A’s during a 14-year, major 
league career. 

New manager introduces Diamondbacks Way 
By Zach Holland / ASU - Cronkite News 
http://cronkitenewsonline.com/2015/02/new-manager-
introduces-diamondbacks-way/ 
 
SCOTTSDALE – Chip Hale got a look at his new team Friday 
and his players got a taste of his new Diamondback Way. 
  
Kickstarting the first day of spring training with a circuit of 
workouts for his pitch-ers and catchers, the D-Backs new 
manager took a step back as an observer to see how his coaching 
staff and players worked together. 
  
He preached the trickle affect of creating a new team mantra. “I 
wanted to make sure the players are doing it the way we want to 

http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-notebook-first-day-of-camp-rule-changes
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create it. We want to create a Di-amondback Way and I was 
really impressed by their work ethic.” 
  
His second order of business: Connect with each of his players 
regardless of their ranking in the organization. “My thing is to 
connect with each guy and just let him know I’m behind him. I 
think anybody, whatever you’re doing, if the person that’s your 
boss believes in you, you play better, it helped me.” 
  
Hale wasn’t the only new face as the offseason saw a huge 
turnover of the front of-fice and roster. Jeremy Hellickson, the 
presumed new ace of this young D-Backs staff, and much-talked 
about Cuban pitching prospect Yoan Lopez created a buzz. 
  
Lopez threw a bullpen session that drew attention from pitching 
coach Mike Harkey and Chief Baseball Office Tony La Russa. 
“He’s getting after it for a guy who has come over to this 
country for the first time,’’ said Hale. “It’s very impres-sive.’’ 
  
One familiar face Diamondback and Sun Devil fans will 
recognize is returning catcher Tuffy Gosewisch. The former Sun 
Devil is the No. 1 catcher this spring but knows nothing will be 
handed to him. 
  
”I want to be the starter. I don’t expect anything, but I’m ready 
to work towards that,” he said. 

Dbacks give more kids opportunity to play little league 
By Karla Navarrete / KPHO - CBS 5 
http://www.kpho.com/story/28159078/chandler-american-
league-ready-for-baseball-thanks-to-dbacks 
 
PHOENIX (CBS5) - It's a dream come true for little leaguers 
across the state as they get some major help from the big league 
club. 
  
Chandler Meisner, 11, is more than ready for the baseball season 
to get started. 
  
"We got to go to the Diamondbacks day game last year. It was 
really fun and I'm hoping it will be really fun too," Meisner said. 
  
Meisner is part of the Chandler American League, made up of 22 
coaches and hundreds of kids. 
  
"This year we went out and bought a bunch of new catcher gear. 
It just allows us to have a nicer and safer league for the kids," 
League President John Ladd said. 
  
Ladd said this is the second year they've gotten hats, jerseys, 
Diamondback tickets to fund raise, a chance to walk onto the 
field, and a whole lot more. 
  
It's all part of the "Give Back Jersey Program." 
  
"It ends up giving our league along with the stuff that we are 
able to auction off around $6,000 to $7,000," Ladd said. 
  
Diamondback Executive Vice President Cullen Maxey said the 
program was so successful the first time around, this year they 
had to go out and get more money from businesses. 
  

"That's why we are here, that and for the kids. We want more 
kids to have the opportunity to play little league," Maxey said. 
  
Chandler American League is one of 61 across Arizona who get 
this sponsorship. 
  
Last year, 22,000 kids were outfitted and this year that number 
has doubled. 

Diamondbacks tickets go on sale 
By Breann Bierman / KPHO - CBS 5 
http://www.kpho.com/story/28158329/diamondbacks-tickets-
go-on-sale 
 
PHOENIX (CBS5) - Arizona Diamondback fans will be able to 
get their hands on single-game tickets for the upcoming season 
starting at 9 a.m. Friday. 
  
Tickets range from $10 to $68 depending on the team and 
section. 
  
You can buy tickets online or at the Chase Field box office. 
  
Pitchers and catchers arrived Thursday at Salt River Fields for 
training. 

Flagstaff man celebrates 100 years surrounded by family 
By Larry Hendricks / Arizona Daily Sun 
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/flagstaff-man-celebrates-
years-surrounded-by-family/article_17e1d2fb-362c-550f-bf53-
e4491674cf6e.html 
 
World War I was raging in 1915. Cars were only beginning to 
replace horses and wagons in the United States. The first cross-
country telephone call was made that year, and there was no 
such thing as television. 
 
And on Feb. 20 of that year, Flagstaff resident Preciliano Chavez 
was born. 
 
Today, surrounded by family and friends, Preciliano celebrates 
his 100th birthday at a gathering in the basement of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church in Flagstaff. 
 
In his 100 years of life, the one thought that rises above all 
others, he said, is “Take care of the family.” 
 
He added, “It’s important to have a family.” And that the family 
be “bien puesta,” or well-placed. 
 
BIG FAMILY 
 
First rule: “Marry the right woman.” He did by marrying 
Chrysanta Padilla in February 1936. Preciliano and Chrysanta 
were married for 72 years before her death six years ago at the 
age of 93. The couple had 10 children, six of whom have died. 
 
Preciliano’s daughter, Melva, 65, said, “We’re a five-generation 
family.” 
 
This means that Preciliano has children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren – more than 70 
total. His family lives all over the country, but a full 75 percent 
of them not only live in Arizona, but they still live in Flagstaff. 

http://www.kpho.com/story/28159078/chandler-american-league-ready-for-baseball-thanks-to-dbacks
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Preciliano still lives at his Plaza Vieja home he bought in 1964 
for $7,000. His youngest daughter, Gloria, 61, lives with him and 
provides care along with a caregiver. He still gets up every 
morning, makes his bed, says his prayers, says “good morning” 
to everybody and eats his breakfast. He looks forward to visits 
from his family. 
 
HARD WORK 
 
Second rule: “I worked hard my whole life.” 
 
Preciliano, one of eight children to Isidro and Isabellita Chavez, 
was born in the small town of Cubero, N.M., to a ranching 
family. He graduated from high school in Grants, N.M., and 
worked fluorite mines for the Zuni Milling Company through 
World War II. 
 
Many of the stories he tells his family have to do with his work 
in the mines, and how dangerous it was. There was the time he 
fell down a deep mine shaft and caught his leg on a ladder so as 
not to fall all the way to the bottom. He likes to recall the 
numerous bumps to the head he got working the mines. 
 
“It’s a wonder I have a good memory,” he said, laughing. 
 
Melva added, “He’s like a cat – nine lives.” 
 
With his young family, Preciliano picked up stakes and moved to 
Bellemont west of Flagstaff in 1953 in order to work at Camp 
Navajo as an ammunition handler. When work finished there, he 
moved his family into Flagstaff, and he worked a number of 
jobs, including at the lumber mill before getting work at the 
Babbitt’s lumberyard, where he worked for more than 20 years 
before his retirement in 1979. 
 
THE FACTS 
 
According to a “Did you Know?” sheet compiled by the family, 
Preciliano has no middle name and has no favorite color. He 
never learned to ride a bike, but he could ride a horse. His 
favorite baseball team is the Arizona Diamondbacks. His 
favorite basketball team is the Phoenix Suns. He prefers baseball 
over basketball. He’s a faithful watcher of “The Weather 
Channel” and enjoys a good cowboy movie. And, he has had to 
switch physicians three times because the doctor he was seeing 
would retire. 
 
The disclaimer on the “Did you Know?” sheet” “Please note 
that most of this information is from stories told by Preciliano. 
The facts and dates don’t change, but sometimes the story details 
do.” 
 
At today’s celebration, more than 70 people are planning to 
attend. 
 

 

First baseman preview: Star power abound at surprisingly 
deep position 
By Michael Beller / SI.com 
http://www.si.com/fantasy/2015/02/19/fantasy-baseball-first-
baseman-preview-anthony-rizzo-brandon-moss 

 
If there's one position in fantasy baseball with the most 
penthouse dwellers, first base is it. Six players at the position 
could go in the first round, and three — Miguel Cabrera, Paul 
Goldschmidt and Jose Abreu — should be off the board within 
the first seven or eight picks of most drafts. Throw in Edwin 
Encarnacion, Anthony Rizzo and Jose Bautista (whose 12 games 
played at first last year makes him eligible at first in most 
formats), and no other position, save the wildly deep outfield 
and starting pitcher spots, can come close to matching first base 
in star power. 
 
That is not to say that this position isn't deep, as well. Outfield 
and starting pitcher are always going to be the deepest positions 
in fantasy baseball simply by their nature. But relative to the 
number of players at the position and starting positions 
allocated, first base is, for all intents and purposes, just as deep. 
By average draft position, Prince Fielder ranks ninth, and Joey 
Votto ranks 12th. Both players were stars as recently as 2013 and 
could easily bounce back this season. Chris Carter, who hit 37 
homers last year and 29 in '13, checks in at 13th by ADP. Players 
like Adam LaRoche, Matt Adams, Brandon Moss and Steve 
Pearce, all of whom have their virtues, fall in the 15-to-21 range. 
If you can't find yourself an acceptable fantasy first baseman, 
this whole thing might not be for you. 
 
The fact that you can get Albert Pujols or Adrian Gonzalez or 
Fielder or Votto or Chris Davis in your league's middle-to-late-
middle rounds might convince you that you can afford to wait 
on the position. While it's certainly possible — hey, half of your 
league isn't going to have a choice — this should be a priority 
position for all fantasy owners. If I had my druthers, I'd be 
coming out of all my drafts and auctions with at least one of the 
six potential first-rounders at the position. 
 
One of the recurring themes of our fantasy baseball preview is 
that power is at a premium this year. Just 11 players hit 30 home 
runs last year; four of them are part of our six-pack listed above, 
and the two who didn't were Cabrera and Goldschmidt. Most 
people would rank them first and second, in some order, 
heading into the season. Moreover, Steamer projects that just 10 
hitters will reach the 30-homer threshold this season. You can 
probably guess who six of the 10 are. For sake of full disclosure, 
the other four are Giancarlo Stanton, Mike Trout and two more 
first basemen, Carter and Davis. As always, this first base is a 
position rife with power, but the super six are as close as it gets 
to guaranteed 30-homer seasons. 
 
The fun doesn't stop there. Steamer projects all of them to be in 
the top 12 in RBIs and top 20 in runs scored. Clearly, the model 
doesn't love Abreu's teammates on the South Side of Chicago, 
because he's an outlier, on the bad side, in both of these 
categories. According to Steamer, the other five will all be in the 
top 10 in RBIs and runs. These six players are bound to be 
counting-stat machines. In fact, Steamer projects the sextet to 
average 33 homers, 96 RBIs and 91 runs. Put another way, 
Steamer would project the average of these six players to finish 
fourth in the majors in homers and fifth in RBIs and runs. 
 
Consider the players you'll be going after if you miss out on this 
group. Freddie Freeman is going to hit for a high average and 
take a ton of walks, but he's never going to measure up in the 
power department. He could also see one or two pitches to hit 
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per game with the lineup around him in Atlanta. Pujols is 35 
years old, and his power is waning. Adrian Gonzalez is a steady 
second-tier performer, and nothing more. Fielder was already 
one of the biggest busts before his injury, and remember that his 
negative trends started in 2013. Davis hit .196 last season. 
Injuries have limited Votto in two of the last three seasons, and 
his approach, while great for the Reds, is always going to keep 
his RBIs total down; his owners would be happy with even 20 
homers. It's definitely possible to win with one of these guys as 
your starting first baseman, but why add the degree of difficulty? 
 
The early rounds in fantasy drafts, no matter the sport, are about 
locking in high floors. Hitters are far more predictable than 
pitchers in fantasy baseball, and that's why you want to take 
more risks with the latter, while being safer with the former. All 
six of these players have very high floors, which says nothing of 
their ceilings, given that no one would be surprised if any of 
these guys added an MVP award to their mantle at the end of the 
season. There's a slightly higher injury risk with Bautista and 
Encarnacion than an average player, but not nearly enough to 
back off of them at their expected draft-day prices. Few players 
can so predictably be the foundation for a winning fantasy team 
and dominant offense. The top six first basemen all fit that bill. 
 
Breakout: Anthony Rizzo, Chicago Cubs 
 
This space is typically reserved for a player in the back-half of a 
position's starting class who will jump up a tier or two this 
season. No one fits at first base, so how about a player who the 
fantasy community already views as a star, but looks ready to 
take the next step toward elite overall player. 
 
Rizzo had a monster 2014, hitting .286/.386/.527 with 32 
homers in 616 plate appearances. All his numbers trended in the 
right direction, with his HR/FB ratio landing at 18.8 percent, his 
isolated slugging at .240, and his BABIP at an easily sustainable 
.311. Perhaps most importantly, after struggling against lefties 
early on in his career, he slashed .300/.421/.507 against them 
last season. At 25 years old, Rizzo is an elder statesman on the 
Cubs, but he's still a few years away from his theoretical prime. 
In other words, there's a strong chance he's only getting better. 
This will be the last year you can get him outside the first round 
of a typical draft. 
 
Sleeper: Brandon Moss, Cleveland Indians 
 
From 2012 through 2014, Moss hit 76 home runs in 376 games. 
That comes out to just shy of 33 homers for every 162 games. 
Recall, too, that he did this in one of the league's worst parks for 
lefthanded power hitters. According to Fangraphs' park factors, 
the O.co Coliseum suppressed lefthanded homers by 12%, 
making it the third-hardest park for a lefty to clear the fences. 
Moss' new home, Progressive Field, boosted lefthanded homers 
by 9%, tied for the sixth-highest bump. Moss projects as 
Cleveland's starting rightfielder, and between that, first base and 
DH, he should get a starter's complement of plate appearances. 
A return to the 30-homer plateau is well within his reach. 
 
Bust: Albert Pujols, Los Angeles Angels 
 
Pujols rebounded from a terrible 2013 season last year, hitting 
.272/.324/.466 with 28 homers and 105 RBIs and, most 
importantly of all, staying healthy all season. Still, it's clear Father 

Time is catching up with him. His HR/FB ratio has been 14 
percent or worse in all three of his seasons with the Angels; it 
was lower than 18 percent just once in his 11 prior seasons. His 
average fly ball distance fell all the way to 273.97 feet, and his 
average true home run distance continued to hover in the low-
400s. 
 
There's a significant risk that Pujols doesn't perform up to his 
52.1 average draft position, and almost no chance he turns a 
profit on that ADP. If I weren't already set at first base at that 
point of a draft or auction, I'd rather get Prince Fielder, Chris 
Davis or Joey Votto at their cheaper prices. 
 
Prospect: Josh Bell, Pittsburgh Pirates 
 
Bell probably won't make it to the majors this year, but the 
pickings are slim and he is the best first base prospect currently 
in the minors. The Pirates drafted him as an outfielder, but there 
aren't going to be any vacancies in their outfield for, oh, let's say, 
10 years or so. With Andrew McCutchen, Starling Marte and 
Gregory Polanco ensconced in the outfield, the Pirates moved 
Bell to first base at High A Bradenton and Double A Altoona 
last year. He hit a combined .325/.375/.459 with 465 plate 
appearances. 
 
Bell is expected to be at Triple A Indianapolis this season and, if 
all goes well, will be the Pirates' starting first baseman on 
Opening Day in 2016. Those of you with minor league taxi 
rosters would be wise to have his name on your cheat sheet on 
draft day. 
 
Early first baseman rankings 
 
Tier 1 
1.Paul Goldschmidt 
2.Jose Abreu 
3.Miguel Cabrera 
  
Tier 2 
4.Anthony Rizzo 
5.Edwin Encarnacion 
6.Jose Bautista 
  
Tier 3 
7.Freddie Freeman 
8.Adrian Gonzalez 
9.Victor Martinez 
  
Tier 4 
10.Buster Posey 
11.Prince Fielder 
12.Joey Votto 
13.David Ortiz 
14.Chris Davis 
15.Todd Frazier 
16.Albert Pujols 
  
Tier 5 
17.Jonathan Lucroy 
18.Brandon Moss 
19.Chris Carter 
20.Mark Trumbo 
21.Carlos Santana 
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22.Adam LaRoche 
  
Tier 6 
23.Lucas Duda 
24.Matt Adams 
25.Mike Napoli 
26.Eric Hosmer 
27.Justin Morneau 
28.Joe Mauer 
29.Adam Lind 
30.Steve Pearce 
31.Michael Cuddyer 
  
Tier 7 
32.Brandon Belt 
33.Brian McCann 
34.Billy Butler 
35.Michael Morse 
36.Lonnie Chisenhall 
37.Mark Teixeira 
38.Yasmani Grandal 
39.Pedro Alvarez 
40.Allen Craig 

A look at non-roster invitees: NL West 
By David Schoenfield / ESPN.com 
http://espn.go.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/55286/a-look-
at-non-roster-invitees-nl-west 
 
You made it to the final division of our non-roster camp invitees 
previews. Congrats! And, remember, some of these guys may 
play an important role at some point during the season. In case 
you missed 'em, here are the AL East, AL Central, AL West, NL 
East and NL Central. 
  
Arizona Diamondbacks  
 
Considering that the catching situation is a mess, with only Tuffy 
Gosewisch and Rule 5 pick Oscar Hernandez on the 40-man 
roster, the D-backs invited a bunch of veteran catchers to camp, 
including Gerald Laird, Matt Pagnozzi and Jordan Pacheco. 
None of them are good solutions. ... You can't be surprised that 
Tony La Russa would extend an invite to Nick Punto. ... Ben 
Francisco was a decent platoon outfielder at one point, but now 
he's 33 and coming off a .693 OPS in the Atlantic League. Even 
for non-roster material, that looks pretty desperate. ... Yoan 
Lopez is the 22-year-old Cuban right-hander the Diamondbacks 
signed for $8.25 million. ... Archie Bradley, Braden Shipley and 
Aaron Blair give Arizona fans hope for the future. All three 
ranked in Keith Law's top 100 prospects -- Shipley at No. 19, 
Bradley at No. 21 and Blair at No. 37 -- and could reach the 
majors this year. 
 
Colorado Rockies  
 
Reliever John Axford has the best shot to make the club, 
although he's never rediscovered the magic of 2011, when he 
saved 46 games for the Brewers. ... Rafael Betancourt has a 
career 3.08 ERA with the Rockies over five seasons, which is 
pretty impressive. He had Tommy John surgery in 2013 and 
pitched a few games in the minors in 2014. ... Jair Jurrjens was an 
All-Star in 2011, but he's been injured and ineffective since. ... 
According to Baseball-Reference, John Lannan has made over 

$12 million in his big league career. ... Lefty Yohan Flande 
started 10 games for Colorado in 2014 and went 0-6. 
Considering the Rockies have used 26 different starters over the 
past two seasons, Colorado fans probably haven't seen the last of 
him. ... Jon Gray was the third overall pick in 2013 and shot up 
the prospect lists after a dominant professional debut. But 2014 
was less sterling; he had a 3.91 ERA at Double-A Tulsa. ... Omar 
Quintanilla spent parts of five seasons (2005-09) with the 
Rockies, but it's not exactly like bringing back Larry Walker or 
Todd Helton.  
 
Los Angeles Dodgers  
 
Corey Seager ranked fifth on Keith Law's top 100 prospects and 
will get a long look in spring training; he's a possible midseason 
call-up. A shortstop in the minors, Seager will probably play 
some third base in camp. ... Erik Bedard is Triple-A insurance if 
Brett Anderson or Brandon McCarthy get injured, which they 
often do. ... The injury to Kenley Jansen may open up a spot for 
David Aardsma or Sergio Santos, former closers who haven't 
been able to stay healthy. ... Julio Urias is just 18, but the left-
hander is so advanced it's not out of the question that he'll pitch 
in the majors this season. ... Shortstop Erisbel Arruebarrena 
signed out of Cuba last year and appeared in 22 games for the 
Dodgers, hitting .195. He's actually set to make $22 million over 
the next four seasons, but the Dodgers removed him from the 
40-man roster, knowing no team would claim him because of the 
contract. 
 
San Diego Padres  
 
Good to see that Jose Valverde will be in camp somewhere. ... 
Right-hander Matt Wisler is in line to be one of the first starters 
called up from Triple-A. ... Last we saw Scott Elbert was when 
Don Mattingly brought him in during a 1-1 tie in the seventh 
inning of Game 3 of the NLDS, even though he'd pitched only 
4.1 innings during the regular season. The series was tied 1-1. 
Elbert promptly gave up a double, a sacrifice and then a two-run 
home run to Kolten Wong. Only one of the key moments of the 
entire season. ... Former outfielder Jason Lane is now a pitcher. 
He actually started one game for the Padres last season and 
allowed one run in six innings. ... Brett Wallace was once the key 
component (who went to Oakland) in the Matt Holliday trade 
with St. Louis. He spent parts of four seasons with the Astros, 
the last in 2013. 
 
San Francisco Giants  
 
Brandon Hicks played a lot of second base last year and hit .162. 
He did, however, hit a big home run off Clayton Kershaw. ... 
Justin Maxwell is Triple-A outfield insurance, a guy who would 
fill in against left-handed pitching. ... Kyle Crick is allegedly the 
team's top prospect, but he walked 61 batters in 90 innings in 
Double-A and looks like a future reliever to me. ... Clayton 
Blackburn, on the other hand, lacks Crick's raw stuff but posted 
excellent numbers in Double-A. ... Brett Bochy is the son of the 
manager. He did appear in three games for the Giants but is 
your typical nondescript right-handed Triple-A reliever.  

Nick Punto not expected to play for Diamondbacks 
By Shawn Krest / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
5403/nick-punto-not-expected-to-play-for-diamondbacks 

http://espn.go.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/55286/a-look-at-non-roster-invitees-nl-west
http://espn.go.com/blog/sweetspot/post/_/id/55286/a-look-at-non-roster-invitees-nl-west
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25075403/nick-punto-not-expected-to-play-for-diamondbacks
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25075403/nick-punto-not-expected-to-play-for-diamondbacks
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The Diamondbacks signed Nick Punto in early January, but it 
doesn't look like the 38-year-old infielder will be suiting up for 
the team in the near future.  
 
Punto is not in camp with the D-Backs and not expected. Fox 
Sports Arizona's Jody Jackson spoke to manager Chip Hale 
about Punto's status.  
 
Hale said that Punto isn't offiically retired, but he is "shutting it 
down" for this season.  
 
Punto was released by the Athletics after hitting .207 with two 
home runs and 14 RBI last season.  

Diamondbacks' Yoan Lopez to compete for rotation spot 
By R.J. White / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
6005/diamondbacks-yoan-lopez-to-compete-for-rotation-spot 
 
Diamondbacks pitcher Yoan Lopez will compete for a spot in 
the rotation this spring, MLB.com reports. 
 
"I came from Cuba with one purpose," Lopez said. "It's to reach 
the big leagues, and I'm sure that I will be there. I know what 
I'm capable of giving out there on the field, and that's exactly 
what I'm going for." 
 
The Diamondbacks signed Lopez after watching him pitch this 
winter, giving the Cuban pitch a signing bonus of a little more 
than $8 million. The team has been impressed with his first three 
bullpen sessions. 
 
"We were all probably more impressed with his command," 
chief baseball officer Tony La Russa said. "I don't see a guy that 
had any kind of fear." 

Uncertainty abounds for new D-Backs manager Chip Hale 
By Associated Press 
http://www.azfamily.com/sports/Uncertainty-abounds-for-
new-D-Backs-manager-Chip-Hale-292987461.html 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (AP) -- Pitchers and catchers reported for 
the Arizona Diamondbacks on Thursday and there are plenty of 
questions at both positions for new manager Chip Hale. 
  
Hale, bench coach for Bob Melvin in Oakland, took over for the 
fired Kirk Gibson, 
  
He says 12 to 14 pitchers have a chance to make the rotation. 
And he says the competition is "wide open" to replace departed 
catcher Miguel Montero. Hale says all eight catchers in camp 
have a chance to make the team. 
  
The Diamondbacks had the worst record in baseball last season 
at 64-98. 
  
Hale said that should provide motivation. 
  
"It's human nature," he said. "No one likes to get laughed at. 
Ninety-eight losses is not good. They realize that." 
  

With most of the position players on hand for informal 
workouts for the past few weeks, Hale said he has getting to 
know the players. 
  
"What they're saying is unbelievable and the things that they've 
shown to me early on are really good," Hale said, "really good 
signs of a team that can come together and win. But the 
character issue and the drive and all these things, we'll have to 
see." 
  
Talking a good game is the easy part. 
  
"The things that are being said and different things I read on 
texts are the perfect things we're looking for," Hale said, "but we 
really won't' see it until we get under fire and see how they react 
with each other." 
  
Two pitchers who probably are locks to make the rotation are 
Josh Collmenter and Jeremy Hellickson. 
  
Collmenter, 11-9 with a 3.46 ERA last season for Arizona, has 
moved from starter to long reliever and back to starter again. He 
could be the opening day pitcher. 
  
"It's kind of been a revolving door for me as opposed to a one-
way street," Collmenter said. "It's exciting to be back in the 
rotation and hopefully last year kind of solidified that. ... To 
potentially be the opening starter would be an incredible honor." 
  
Hellickson, acquired in a trade with the Tampa Bay Rays, missed 
the first part of last season after undergoing surgery on his right 
elbow. When he returned, he struggled to a 1-5 record with a 
4.52 ERA in 13 starts. The Diamondbacks are banking on him 
to return to his earlier form. In 2011, he was 13-10 with a 2.95 
ERA and was American League rookie of the year 
  
"He's healthy again 100 percent for the first time in a while," 
Hale said. "He feels it. The trainers feel like he's ready to go and 
compete. He's a very good competitor." 
  
Performance in spring training could determine the rest of the 
rotation. 
  
"We like to go on what guys have done in the past, their seasons 
last year for example," Hale said. "But in this situation if a guy 
jumps out at us in spring training he could jump himself right on 
the team." 
  
Peter O'Brien, a minor leaguer obtained from the New York 
Yankees last year in the Martin Prado trade, has a reputation as a 
good hitter with suspect defense. 
  
"O'Brien has worked really hard with (bench coach and former 
catching instructor) Glen Sherlock all year. He's been here every 
day working," Hale said. "He can be really special." 
  
Another candidate, the manager said, is Oscar Hernandez, "an 
exciting rule five guy that you guys are really going to like." 
  
Hale said he and Diamondback head of baseball operations 
Tony La Russa have talked about how to proceed this spring. 
  

http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25076005/diamondbacks-yoan-lopez-to-compete-for-rotation-spot
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25076005/diamondbacks-yoan-lopez-to-compete-for-rotation-spot
http://www.azfamily.com/sports/Uncertainty-abounds-for-new-D-Backs-manager-Chip-Hale-292987461.html
http://www.azfamily.com/sports/Uncertainty-abounds-for-new-D-Backs-manager-Chip-Hale-292987461.html
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"For us, the way you teach is to go back and start at ground 
zero," he said. "When a team loses 98 games, it's not hard to get 
their attention." 
  
Outfielder Mark Trumbo won his arbitration case with Arizona 
on Thursday, awarded the $6.9 million he had sought. He was 
the first Diamondback to go to arbitration since 2001. 
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 Hamels' trade request ruffled feathers at Phillies camp 
11:13 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Red Sox extend John Farrell’s contract 11:09 am EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 White Sox: Jesse Crain is optimistic about his health 
10:51 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Red Sox give Farrell contract extension 10:42 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Orioles beat Alejandro de Aza in salary arbitration 
10:34 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Orioles defeat Alejandro De Aza in arbitration hearing 
10:31 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Rangers GM Jon Daniels defends Jurickson Profar 
against criticism over injury 10:05 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Outfielder loses arbitration hearing to Orioles 10:01 am 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Nationals workouts begin this morning 9:38 am EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Nationals pick up 2016 option on manager Matt 
Williams 8:57 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Nats pick up Williams' 2016 contract option 8:24 am 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Cubs: Jon Lester plans on letting his game do the 
talking 1:30 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Tomase: Betts' feelings 'aren't hurt' if not starting RF 
12:30 am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 
February 20, 2015 

 Mike Schmidt wants to help Domonic Brown 11:35 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Nationals pitchers and catchers workouts begin 11:19 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Blue Jays first-rounder Max Pentecost had shoulder 
surgery 10:55 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Farrell: 'Newness and eagerness’ for Red Sox 10:15 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 MLB implements no-fly zone for Trevor Bauer’s drone 
9:45 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 New-look White Sox open camp with playoff 
expectations 9:03 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Ogando feels 100 percent after injury-plagued 2014 
8:51 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Mariners' Montero looks for new beginning with new 
look 8:40 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Former White Sox scout Gary Woods passes away 8:40 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Most Cubs, White Sox not in favor of proposed rule 
changes 8:36 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 What they’re saying about the new pace of play rules 
8:35 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Why David Price has concerns about MLB's effort to 
pick up the pace 8:28 pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 A's minor league pitcher hit with second drug 
suspension 8:14 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 A's spring training Day 1: Encouraging signs early 8:12 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Cardinals plan to limit Wainwright's workload 8:04 pm 
EST (The Associated Press)  

 New manager Maddon, Cubs getting to know each 
other in camp 8:00 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Roberto Hernandez will be late to Astros’ camp due to 
visa issues 7:25 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Jeff Samardzija comes to White Sox with chip on his 
shoulder 7:02 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Hanigan: ‘The vibe in this clubhouse has been 
awesome’ 7:02 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Papelbon: 'I would go anywhere that wants me' 7:01 pm 
EST (The Associated Press)  

 What will Cubs do with Edwin Jackson? 6:57 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Oakland's Parker, Griffin looking ahead to June, not 
April 6:44 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Verlander feeling strong after 'normal' offseason 6:33 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 'Switch pitcher' Pat Venditte turns heads in A's camp 
6:26 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Oakland and Atlanta minor league pitchers suspended 
6:21 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Red Sox manager John Farrell on Shane Victorino: 
“He’s our right fielder.” 6:15 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Robin Ventura predicts playoffs for confident White 
Sox 6:06 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 New O's outfielder trying to fit in with new team 5:46 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  
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 Cubs catcher Welington Castillo can't worry about 
trade rumors 5:45 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 MLB makes small pace of game changes, passes on 
bigger steps 5:40 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Mets reveal innings limit plans for Matt Harvey this 
season 5:36 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Farrell likes what he sees from Red Sox rotation 5:27 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Angels add another month to Josh Hamilton’s post-
surgery recovery timetable 5:23 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 McLouth's shoulder nearly 100 percent again 5:21 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 No contract envy for White Sox ace Chris Sale 5:18 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Former Blue Jay trying to win job as Wieters' backup 
5:17 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 MLB seeks to speed up pace of play 5:11 pm EST 
(AFP)  

 Garrett Richards hopes to be back from knee injury by 
opener 5:09 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Farrell: If healthy, Victorino is 'our right fielder' 5:00 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Giants spring training Day 3: Wotus likes replay tweaks 
5:00 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Mat Latos hates the new pace-of-play rules, properly-
cooked hamburgers 4:50 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Farrell not concerned over Sandoval's weight 4:28 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Orioles pitcher fights back from injury 4:17 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Giants' Cain 'pretty much full speed' in bullpen session 
4:07 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Showalter gives his take on MLB's replay changes 3:56 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Pablo Sandoval 1-on-1: Not worried about the weight 
3:48 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Scherzer eager to join dominant Nats rotation 3:31 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 MLB announces new rules that hopefully will speed up 
pace of play 3:31 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid 
Atlantic)  

 Bochy released from hospital, sent home to rest 3:31 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Wade Miley: ‘Dream come true’ to pitch at Fenway 
3:24 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Even before he arrives, A-Rod dominates Yanks' 
spring 3:22 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 With contract expiring, pressure is on Padres manager 
Black 3:22 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Nick Punto tells Diamondbacks he’s sitting out the 
season 3:12 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Haren joins Marlins, while Fernandez looks forward to 
return 2:56 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 No yap from Pap – Phillies' closer ready to lay it on the 
line 2:55 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Tanaka feels last year's elbow injury is behind him 2:54 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 The Angels’ negotiations for a new lease are going 
nowhere 2:52 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 What they're saying: Get healthy, Bruce Bochy 2:47 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Levine: Hello, pitchers and catchers 2:26 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Alderson: Matt Harvey could throw 200 innings this 
year 2:19 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Joe Saunders is back with the Mariners 2:14 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Umpire Tim McClelland is retiring 1:57 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Why Bruce Bochy's health scare may not force him to 
consider retirement 1:44 pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 Major League Baseball announces steps to quicken 
pace of play 1:43 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Nationals report to Viera for 2015 spring training 1:38 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Showdown: Dozier vs. Pedroia 1:38 pm EST (Rotoworld)  

 Royals plan to develop Brandon Finnegan as a starter 
1:20 pm EST (NBC Sports)  
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Friday, February 20, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Atlanta Braves  Mike Minor  

Signed, ( 2015)(wins 
arbitration) 

Detroit Tigers  

Casper 
Wells  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Milwaukee 
Brewers 

Donnie 
Murphy  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Seattle Mariners 

Joe 
Saunders 

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Thursday, February 19, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Arizona 
Diamondbacks  

Mark 
Trumbo  

Signed, ( 2015)(wins 
arbitration) 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Franklin 
Morales  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Pittsburgh Pirates  

Pedro 
Alvarez  

Signed, ( 2015)(wins 
arbitration) 

Wednesday, February 18, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 
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Colorado Rockies  

Wilin 
Rosario  

Signed, ( 2015)(loses 
arbitration) 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Eric 
Hosmer  

Signed, ( 2015-2016)(two-year 
contract, avoids arbitration) 

Seattle Mariners  

Rickie 
Weeks  

Signed as Free Agent, ( 
2015)(one-year contract) 

Seattle Mariners  

Edgar 
Olmos  

Designated for Assignment 
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