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ROOKIE LEAGUE 

COMMUNITY APPLICATION  
 

Rookie League is Jays Care’s signature baseball for development program. The program is specially 

designed to use the power of baseball and the appeal of the Toronto Blue Jays to foster lasting social 

change across Canada and create leaders beyond the ballpark. 

 

What are the long-term outcomes of Rookie League? 

Rookie League has two distinct long-term outcomes it is working to achieve: 

1. To enhance the life-skills and physical health of marginalized children; and, 

2. To enhance positive self-identity and the employment skills of marginalized youth. 

 

What does the program involve? 

Rookie League uses a hybrid approach to achieve our goals by using one goal to serve the other. We 

work with partner organizations to train local youth staff to initiate, facilitate and measure the impact 

of high quality Rookie League programs for the children in their communities. For some organizations, 

Rookie League is a baseball-for-development club that meets weekly. For others it is a robust summer 

day camp. For everyone, Rookie League is designed to be a best-in-class experience that enables 

parents and caregivers to feel confident that their children are safe, active, surrounded by well-trained 

and inspiring local role models, and engaging in activities that are specifically designed to help them 

learn essential life skills.  

 

Communities and organizations are welcome to apply to operate a Rookie League program in their 

community. Before applying, review the eligibility requirements below: 

 

Eligibility requirements: (Please check all that apply) 

 There is a lack of baseball for development programming in your community for children/youth ages 

6-16 

 The children that your organization supports/serves are vulnerable or at-risk 

 There are at least 2 staff who are motivated and committed to running reliable programming for at 

least 25 children or more 

 Your organization has approved space indoors and outdoors to operate at least 10 Rookie League 

practices/games that are at least 2 hours each in length. 

 Your organization is prepared to either send staff to a regional training or host an organizational 

training (minimum of 3 days to a maximum of 5 days of training) to learn the skills to plan, lead and 

assess a Rookie League program 

 There is a reliable process/plan in place for promoting Rookie League that will ensure maximum 

participation through the duration of the program 
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 There is safe and affordable space for Jays Care staff to stay during the training if your organization 

will be hosting it 

 That your organization will be able to properly complete and measure the impact and evaluation 

reports sent out by Jays Care 

 There is a designated staff member who can reliably liaise with Jays Care leading up to, during and 

after the Rookie League program is over 

 

If you checked all of the above, then please continue to complete the application below. 

 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Name of applicant city, town and/or community:   

Name of organization or community group:  

Name of designated staff (key contact person for 
this initiative) and position: 

 

Email Address of contact person:   

Phone number of contact person:    

 
Tell us how you heard about this program.   

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROGRAM VISION  

1. Why do you want your staff to be trained to deliver a Rookie League program? Why is the 

program needed in your community? 
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2. Rookie League training is dynamic and highly interactive. It includes training sessions on the 

following key topics: 

 Using baseball as a tool to develop life skills 

 Developing a coaching philosophy 

 Managing behaviours 

 Filling emotional tanks 

 The basics of baseball for development 

 Drills and skills 

 Facilitating great activities 

 Planning your program 

 Measuring your impact 

 

What would make this training successful for your staff? 

 

 

 

How many staff from your organization would you want to attend the training? 

 
 
 

3. What would a successful long-term Rookie League program look like to you?   

 

 

 

 

4. What does sport/recreation programming currently look like for children in your community?  

a. Do you have any current programming that exists? If yes, describe. 

 

 

b. How many children are actively engaged? __________________________________________ 

 

c. When is the program and how long does it run? ______________________________________ 

 

d. What is the cost per child for the program? _____________________________________ 
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Please list anything else we should know about current sport/recreation programming in your 
community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Research indicates that programs that are regular, consistent and reliable experience higher 

rates of success.  

a. Where do you plan to host Rookie League and for how long of a duration? 

 

 

b. Do you have approved and permitted access to indoor and outdoor space to operate Rookie 

League? Please describe. 

 

 

 

c. Over a calendar year, how often will your organization be able to run Rookie League? Please 

be specific. (i.e. once/week, twice/week, summer camp weeks etc.) 

 

d. What kind of support will you be able to provide staff as they work to launch and operate the 

Rookie League program? 
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LONG TERM VISION  
 

6. List 3 ways that you will ensure this program is fun and impactful beyond the training?  

a.  

 

b.  

 

c.  

 

7. How would you recruit and retain the right staff to be involved in this program in your 

community? 

 

 

 

 

8. What are your current policies and procedures towards Child Protection, Supervision and 

Safety? 

 

 

 

9. List some strategies for recruiting children from your community to participate in Rookie 

League? 
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IDEAS, THOUGHTS & CONSIDERATIONS  
 

10.  Do you foresee any challenges with this program? If yes, please share some challenges.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Do you have any questions for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this application. All completed applications should be 
submitted via email to jayscarefoundation@bluejays.com. Include in the subject line “ROOKIE LEAGUE 
APPLICATION”. 
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