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Rookies Lucchesi, Villanueva lead short-handed Padres to third straight win 
 
Kevin Acee  

Eric Hosmer was among the last players to leave the Padres clubhouse late 
Saturday night after his team had beaten the San Francisco Giants without him. 

“If we’ll win again,” he said with a laugh, “I’ll stay out.” 

Of course, Hosmer knew then what the rest of us didn’t, that he had not just been 
getting a veteran rest but was nursing a balky back and would probably also miss 
the game that was at that point about 15 hours away. 

Hosmer did sit again Sunday. And the Padres won again. 

They, in fact, trounced the Giants 10-1 in the finale of the teams’ four-game series 
at Petco Park. 

“It’s impressive,” right fielder Jose Pirela said through an interpreter. “Think about 
it. We’re playing without Hosmer, who is one of the best hitters on our team. We’re 
playing without Wil (Myers), who is unbelievable. We’re playing without (Manuel) 
Margot, who is our leadoff hitter. It speaks to a lot of the depth that is on our team, 
and it’s been really great.” 

At least in the immediate sense, this turn of events – a team down two of its best 
bats, in Hosmer and Myers, winning its second straight series and stretching a win 
streak to a season-high three games – can be viewed through a hopeful prism. 

The future constantly hovers over the Padres’ present. But there are signs, too, 
that the now might not be as bad as it appeared a week ago, when the Padres 
were 2-8. 

“It speaks to the depth,” said manager Andy Green, whose team has won five of 
seven. “It speaks to what we intended to do all season long, which was rest guys 
and understand that other guys could play and play well. … We knew we had 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
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depth. It's nice to see that depth play well. We’ve needed every last bit, as thin as 
we've been.” 

This victory came with big contributions, in particular, from what has so far been 
arguably the best rookie pitcher in the majors and most productive rookie hitter in 
the majors. 

Joey Lucchesi struck out nine and allowed one run in six innings to earn his 
second win in a row. His 25 strikeouts in 21 2/3 innings are most by any rookie 
this season, and his 1.66 ERA is lowest in the majors among pitchers who have 
thrown at least 15 innings. 

“I feel more comfortable the more games I pitch,” said Lucchesi, who has 24 
strikeouts and has allowed just one earned run in his past three starts (17 
innings). 

At the plate, third baseman Christian Villanueva gave the Padres a 2-1 lead with a 
second- inning double and extended the lead to 5-1 with a home run on the first 
pitch of the bottom half of the fourth. It was Villanueva’s fifth home run, most 
among major league rookies. His .756 slugging percentage is tops among all 
players with at least 40 plate appearances. 

Sunday’s 389-foot rope to left came just a day (three at-bats) after he had hit his 
first home in nine games (32-bats) following his three-homer game on April 3. 

“After that, I was a little out of my mind and swinging at everything,” Villanueva 
said. “I didn’t have any discipline. That’s something I’ve been working on. I’m just 
really happy to have been a big part of these games we’ve won.” 

The pair of youngsters led arguably the Padres’ best all-around performance of 
the young season. 

Lucchesi, Jordan Lyles and Kyle McGrath minimized seven Giants hits. And 
Padres batters completely turned around their offensive approach their second 
time through the batting order against Tyler Beede, a pitcher who is most effective 
bouncing his breaking ball and nibbling at the zone, and they continued their 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyler-beede--PESPT000011577-topic.html
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disciplined mauling against Giants relievers Josh Osich and Derek Law by doing 
the same. 

After chasing numerous pitches, they decided to follow the lead of 
shortstop Freddy Galvis, whose second walk started the two-run third inning. 

Villanueva credited ongoing work with bench coach Mark McGwire and hitting 
coach Matt Stairs, who evangelizes patience and discipline and has probably lost 
even more hair this season watching his wild young swingers. 

That third inning started a barrage of hitting that made Stairs proud. 

Pirela, hitting leadoff and hitless in his first two at-bats, singled, doubled and 
tripled his final three times up. Rookie Franchy Cordero had two singles, including 
one on the seventh pitch he saw in the sixth inning. Eight of the Padres’ runs 
came with two outs. 

Not bad for a game watched by the team’s only two position players who have 
been All-Stars and, of course, the owners of the two largest contracts in team 
history. 

Green said Hosmer, who played 162 games last season, would have been in the 
lineup had this been later in the season, essentially meaning his being held out 
with more than 140 games remaining was precautionary. 

"We felt with the quick turnaround it would be helpful to get another day of 
treatment,” said Hosmer, who is batting .288/364/.458. “I fully intend on playing 
tomorrow." 

Myers has been on the disabled list since leaving in the ninth inning on April 2. He 
had three hits in his previous five at-bats before being unable to continue due to 
what was later diagnosed as nerve irritation in his right arm. He took on-field 
batting practice for the first time prior to Sunday’s game and declared, “Everything 
is 100 percent.” He is expected to start a rehab assignment as early as Tuesday 
and could be active for a road trip that begins Friday. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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The Padres are 2-0 without Hosmer, 7-6 without Myers. 

That is certainly an anomaly. The Padres don’t want to be without their two 
marquee veterans for long. 

But especially in this season of discovery, they will enjoy the development and 
production from the young players, as they seek to discern whether they will be 
part of the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 6 

As Giants cooled, Padres had a clue in pitching game, with Lucchesi at fore 

Tom Krasovic  

The San Francisco Giants were so good at the pitching game, it was nutty to think 
the Padres could match them unless the Giants cooled off. 

Finally, the Giants have. 

An era that began with the Giants producing dominant and durable homegrown 
pitchers such as Madison Bumgarner, Matt Cain and Tim Lincecum has seen San 
Francisco return to normalcy. 

The Giants are now like most teams. 

When they dip into their farm system for starting pitchers, it’s virtually a crapshoot 
how it will turn out. 

The Padres, at minimum, now seem as capable as the Giants at the pitching 
game, although their Bay Area rival still employs many of the scouting executives 
and field personnel who hired and nurtured Bumgarner, Cain and Lincecum. 

Scouts and evaluators with major league teams told me last month that San Diego 
has the sport’s best collection of “upside” starting-pitching prospects. 

Pitching is the strongest suit of a Pads farm system that generally ranks first to 
third overall, depending on the media analyst. 

Because it’s pitching, however, the sunny forecast is layered with clouds. 

Who knows how the rubber bands will hold up inside these pitchers’ arms? How 
will the pitchers adjust when big leaguers tee off on them, as is inevitable? 

Answer: No one knows. 

Lucchesi’s hot start 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/madison-bumgarner-PESPT000009940-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-cain-PESPT000009950-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tim-lincecum-PESPT00008884-topic.html
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Top performer among Padres pitching prospects is Joey Lucchesi, and he’s proof 
that the pitching game is a crapshoot. 

Lucchesi was the 56th pitcher chosen in his draft class. The lefty walked on to a 
junior college team in the Bay Area. Not until his senior year at Southeastern 
Missouri State, when he gained speed on his fastball and led all of Division I with 
149 strikeouts, did he emerge as a draftable prospect. 

The Padres, with scout Troy Hoerner as their point man, signed him for $100,000 
after selecting him in the fourth round two years ago. 

His fastball, at 91 mph, is average speed. 

Yet, the rookie is 2-0 with a 1.66 ERA through four starts with the Padres. 

On Sunday, Lucchesi turned in another slick performance, allowing one run in six 
innings. 

He blended his fastball, curveball and change-up out a of an elaborate, athletically 
demanding “drop and drive” delivery that enhances deception. 

He hit the mitt near all four corners of the strike zone. 

The Giants were the opponent, and their young lefty starter, Tyler Beede, wasn’t 
so fortunate, permitting five runs that led to a 10-1 defeat. 

Beede’s ERA through two starts is 8.22. 

Back in June 2014, the Giants drafted Beede with their first pick, No. 14. He had 
dominated for Vanderbilt, a college powerhouse. 

In the same year, Bumgarner, the 10th choice in 2007 out of a North Carolina high 
school, would lead the Giants to their third World Series victory in five years. 

Lucchesi has better tools and feel than Beede. 

“I love the Zito-like curve,” said an MLB veteran Sunday of Lucchesi. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyler-beede--PESPT000011577-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/barry-zito-PESPT008232-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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The lefty, while growing up near Oakland, cheered the Moneyball A’s whose 
pitching standouts included lefty Barry Zito, a former San Diego prep star. 

A longtime MLB scout who lauded Lucchesi in spring training said he has 
improved as a big leaguer. The scout was not so keen on the performance of 
Giants hitters against the rookie. 

“I’d guess his curveball is better than what I saw last year (in the minors) and 
earlier this year (in spring training),” he said. “He has great deception, and is not 
afraid to pitch inside to righties. His fastball plays up because of that and his ability 
to throw the change-up for strikes at any time. He has plus command and a plus 
change-up, and he’s not afraid.” 

By one count, most or all of the nine strikeouts Lucchesi registered against the 
Giants came off a breaking ball. Impressed but not dazzled by the pitch, the scout 
said the Giants “flailed away at it like it was a Sandy Koufax curveball.” 

The chess match is just beginning for Lucchesi, whose next outing, in Phoenix, 
serves up the challenge of desert conditions and righty sluggers Paul 
Goldschmidt and A.J. Pollock. 

However, it’s encouraging that, true to his minor league trends, Lucchesi has held 
righties to a meager hitting line of .214/.250/.357. 

Also, the .302 batting average on balls in play against him suggests he’s not 
benefiting significantly from luck. 

Put another way, if Lucchesi worked for the Giants, he’d be their best young 
pitcher. For the Pads, that’s an exciting development that would’ve been near-
unimaginable when Baumgarner, Linecum and Cain were plowing through 
pennant races and postseasons. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
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Padres notes: Jose Pirela fits atop order, or anywhere in order 

Kevin Acee  

At least for now, and perhaps for the foreseeable future, the Padres have found 
their leadoff hitter. 

Jose Pirela went 3-for-5 and scored three runs in Sunday’s 10-1 victory over 
the San Francisco Giants after going 2-for-5 and scoring a run on Saturday. 

“I think in the batting order he's found a home,” manager Andy Green said. “I don't 
think it really matters much where he hits for himself. It's been really good for us 
because we've been searching for that guy to get us cranking from that spot. We'll 
end up moving guys around. We're still in a position where we've got so many 
guys hurt right now that it will be a while before we settle on something, but I 
definitely like him right there.” 

Even before Manuel Margot went on the disabled list with bruised ribs, Green had 
been tinkering. In addition to Margot and Pirela, Carlos Asuaje and Franchy 
Cordero had hit first for the Padres this season. 

Prior to the past two games, those four had combined to hit .138 with a .242 on-
base percentage, worst in the majors. 

Pirela, whose 24 hits lead the NL, said, “Honestly, I just want to see my name in 
the lineup.” 

Margot is expected back from the DL Saturday. But his .083/.154/.167 hitting line 
could well go back near the bottom of the order, where Green batted him three of 
the four games leading up to his injury. 

Extra bases 

• Because he is the team’s No.2 overall prospect, left-hander MacKenzie 
Gore was brought to San Diego from Fort Wayne, Ind., to have the blister on 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
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the middle finger of his throwing hand examined. Gore developed a blister 
on the finger in spring training but was fine to start the season. It resurfaced 
and affected him in his first start last week for the Single-A TinCaps. The 
blister issue is not expected to be an ongoing issue, but the Padres are 
trying to be proactive with the 19-year-old selected third overall in last year’s 
draft. 

• Joey Lucchesi, who struck out nine Giants in six innings Sunday, grew up an 
Oakland A’s fan. Said Lucchesi: “I never really liked the Giants. I grew up 30 
minutes from San Francisco. Striking out the close-to hometown team feels 
pretty good.” 

• Freddy Galvis on Sunday drew three walks for the first time in his career. 
The Padres’ new shortstop also singled. Galvis leads the team with a .435 
on-base percentage and is second with a .316 average. 

• Reliever Kyle McGrath made his first major league plate appearance in 
Sunday’s game, grounding out to shortstop in the eighth inning. He also 
pitched a scoreless eighth and ninth. 

• The Padres entered Sunday with six steals in eight attempts this season and 
are now 9-for-11 after their first three-steal game. 

• The Padres have not lost a series to the Giants at Petco Park since the 2016 
All-Star break, going 5-0-1 in those six home sets. 

• Sunday was the Padres’ first victory in five day games this season. They 
were the last team to win a day game. And they did it after good-naturedly 
trolling on Twitter the 12 teams who had games postponed due to weather 
on Sunday. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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First pitch: Eric Hosmer (back) remains out of Padres' lineup 

 
Kevin Acee and Jeff Sanders  

Eric Hosmer had not missed an entire game since Sept. 25, 2016. Now he’ll miss 
at least a second start in a row, this time with tightness in his lower back. 

“It’s something he could play through if it were a different time,” Padres manager 
Andy Green said. 

Green added that the team was “operating under the assumption it is day-to-day.” 

Out of the lineup Saturday for the first time in 15 games, Hosmer started 156 
games at first base for the Royals last season, five as designated hitter and 
subbed in once at first. Just four other players in all of the majors, including 
Padres shortstop Freddy Galvis, who was then in Philadelphia, played 162 games 
last season. 

Hosmer was hitless the first two games of this series after going 10-for-24 with 
three doubles and his first Padres home run on the recent six-game road trip. 

“The game has turned that way, you want to keep guys fresh,” Hosmer said 
Saturday. “I’m at that point – I’m not saying I’m old – but it definitely helps to get a 
day now and then. You realize what a day off does for you. You really feel it the 
next couple weeks.” 

Seeking back-to-back series wins 

Saturday night’s 5-4 come-from-behind victory has the Padres eyeing a second 
straight series win this afternoon against the Giants. 

That’s certainly not insignificant for a team that started the season with six losses 
in its first seven games, for a team that hasn’t won back-to-back series since the 
start of last September. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-giants-clayton-richard-0414-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
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The Giants, naturally, were involved. 

The Padres haven’t lost a home series to San Francisco in nearly two years, 
winning four and splitting a fifth. They closed last August with two victories in three 
games at home against the Giants before opening September with three home 
wins in four games against the Dodgers. 

To date, the Padres’ have won successive series just eight times in the Andy 
Green era: 

• 2016: April 29-May 4 (Dodgers, Rockies), May 10-14 (Cubs, Brewers), June 
3-8 (Rockies, Braves) and July 1-6 (Yankees, D-backs); 

• 2017: April 7-12 (Giants, Rockies), June 23-29 (Detroit, Atlanta), July 4-July 
16 (Cleveland, Philly, Giants) and Aug. 28-Sept. 3 (Giants, Dodgers). 

Extra bases 

• OF Wil Myers (right arm) hit on the field before Sunday’s matinee. The cage 
was rolled out specifically for him as he looks to return from the DL. 
OF Manuel Margot was also getting in agility in right field during Myers’ one-
man batting practice on the field. 

• The Padres are the only team this season that has yet to win a day game. 
They are 0-4 and hitting .164 (22-for-134) as a team. The pitching staff has 
deserved much better, posting a 2.19 ERA (9 ER, 37 IP) in those games. 

• 3B Christian Villanueva hit his fourth home run Saturday night, tops on the 
Padres and among all MLB rookies. His seven extra-base hits rank second 
among MLB rookies behind the Phillies’ Scott Kingery. 

• RHP Craig Stammen is limiting opponents to an .063 batting average, the 
lowest mark among MLB relievers with at least 30 at-bats. His 10 1/3 
straight scoreless innings is the longest active streak among relievers. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/atlanta-braves-ORSPT000003-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
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Pedro Avila a winner again at Lake Elsinore 

Jeff Sanders  

Maybe Pedro Avila will settle into the California League this time around. 

The 21-year-old Venezuela on Saturday fired seven shutout innings of one-hit ball 
in high Single-A Lake Elsinore’s 9-1 win over visiting Lancaster, Avila’s first win of 
the season and his first in the Cal League since last May. 

The Padres’ return from the Nationals in the Derek Norris trade, Avila posted a 
4.98 ERA over 43 innings (10 starts, nine appearances) before he was demoted to 
the Midwest League. 

There, Avila went 7-1 with a 3.05 ERA over 85 2/3 innings (14 starts). His 170 
strikeouts across both levels led the Padres system and pushed Avila to No. 26 in 
Baseball America’s preseason assessment of Padres prospects, with a plus 
curveball standing out in a mix that includes a 92-94 mph fastball and low-80s 
change-up. 

Avila was at his best last year in a 17-strikeout game for the TinCaps. 

He allowed four runs in 4 2/3 innings in his return to the Cal League last week and 
took a step forward Saturday night. 

Avila struck out four batters, walked three and allowed one hit – a single in the top 
of the fifth inning. 

The Storm (4-6) provided plenty of support to make Ailva (1-1, 3.09) a winner. 

Center fielder Edward Olivares (.364) hit his second homer and went 4-for-5 with 
three runs and second baseman Eguy Rosario (.294) went 3-for-5 with a double 
and three RBIs. 

Left fielder Buddy Reed (.257) went 3-for-5 with two runs scored. First baseman 
Brad Zunica (.206) and right fielder Taylor Kohlwey (.231) each drove in two runs. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_lncafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/derek-norris-PESPT0015439-topic.html
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TRIPLE-A EL PASO (6-4) 

• Chihuahuas 11, Las Vegas 7: El Paso came back from a 7-0 deficit after two 
innings, tying the franchise record for a comeback win. 3B Diego Goris 
(.391) went 3-for-4 with three RBIs and two runs scored and LF Nick Schulz 
(.364) went 2-for-4 with the RBIs. SS Javy Guerra (.344) went 2-for-4 with 
an RBI and two triples. RHP Jonathan Aro (2-1, 2.57) earned the win with 
five strikeouts over three shutout innings in relief. RHP Kyle Lloyd (6.30) 
allowed seven runs in two innings. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (6-3) 

• Missions 8, Arkansas 7: In erasing a 6-0 deficit after two innings, 3B Ty 
France (.172) went 3-for-4 with a double and two RBIs and 1B Josh Naylor 
(.471), C Austin Allen (.333), DH Kyle Overstreet (.323) and 2B Peter Van 
Gansen (.209) each had two hits. LHP Jose Castillo (1-0, 3.86) struck out 
three over two scoreless, hitless innings in relief for the win. LHP Jerry Keel 
(6.30) allowed two runs in five innings in the no-decision. 

Notable 

• Low Single-A Fort Wayne was rained out. LHPs Osvaldo 
Hernandez and Tom Cosgrove will start for the TinCaps in Sunday’s 
doubleheader at Bowling Green. 

Transactions 

• RHP Jared Carkuff was transferred from El Paso to San Antonio, while 
RHP Colten Brewer rejoined El Paso as LHP Kyle McGrath returned to San 
Diego. 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_lvgaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_14_arkaax_sanaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Eric Lauer spins a gem for El Paso 

 
Jeff Sanders  

The Pacific Coast League, and El Paso’s Southwest University Park in particular, 
has been known to chew up a pitcher or two over the years. 

Not Eric Lauer. 

At least not yet. 

The 22-year-old left-hander fanned 10 batters over six shutout innings Sunday 
in Triple-A El Paso’s 10-0 win over visiting Las Vegas, lowering Lauer’s ERA to an 
even 3.00 through his first three starts in the PCL. 

Lauer (2-1) walked two batters and scattered three hits in the gem, a marked 
improvement on passable four runs he allowed in six innings in his first home 
start. 

The 12th-ranked prospect in the system by Baseball America and a star in big 
league camp this spring, Lauer has struck out 19, walked six and allowed a .172 
opponent average to start 2018. 

His offense made it easy to win Sunday. 

Raffy Lopez (.281) homered and drove in three runs on four hits, Travis 
Jankowski(.250) went 3-for-4 with three RBIs and Brett Nicholas went 3-for-4 with 
an RBI. 

Shortstop Javy Guerra also drove in two more runs on his third triple this year. 

Right-handers Trey Wingenter (16.20) and T.J. Weir (3.18) and left-hander Tyler 
Webb – in his organizational debut – each pitched a scoreless frame for El Paso 
(7-4). 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pacific-coast-league-ORSPT000638-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_15_lvgaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
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DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (6-4) 

• NW Arkansas 3, Missions 2: RHP Jesse Scholtens (1-1, 1.50) struck out six 
and allowed two runs on five hits and no walks in six innings in the quality 
start. RHP Colby Blueberg (6.75) struck out here and allowed a run in two 
innings. LF Josh Naylor (.472) went 1-for-2 with two walks and an RBI, while 
SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (.186) went 0-for-4 with two strikeouts. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (4-7) 

• Lancaster 7, Storm 0: RHP Ronald Bolanos (7.94) allowed three runs – two 
earned – in 4 2/3 innings in the start and RHP David Bednar (9.64) allowed 
four runs in 1 2/3 innings. CF Edward Olivares (.405) went 3-for-4 with a 
double and LF Buddy Reed (.282) went 2-for-4 with a double and his fourth 
steal. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (2-9) 

• Bowling Green 5, TinCaps 3 (7): LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (0-2, 6.48) 
allowed four runs – three earned – in 4 2/3 innings in the start. 1B Carlos 
Belen (.321) collected two of Fort Wayne’s five hits and 2B Esteury 
Ruiz (.250) hit a two-run homer off Rays prospect Brendan McKay for his 
first of the year. 

• Bowling Green 7, TinCaps 1 (7): LHP Tom Cosgrove (0-2, 11.37) allowed 
six runs – three earned – on six hits and two walks in 2 1/3 innings. 
RF Jeisson Rosario(.233) walked three times, while SS Gabriel Arias (.229) 
went 1-for-4 with an RBI and two errors in the field. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_15_nwaaax_sanaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_15_lncafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_15_ftwafx_bgrafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tampa-bay-rays-ORSPT000221-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_15_ftwafx_bgrafx_2&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Hot-hitting Padres cruise to win over Giants 

AJ Cassavell MLB.com 

 
SAN DIEGO -- The Padres played without the top three hitters in their Opening 
Day lineup this weekend against San Francisco. But the way Christian 
Villanueva and Jose Pirela are swinging the bats, it didn't seem to matter. 

Manuel Margot and Wil Myers are on the disabled list, and Eric 
Hosmer was scratched with an ailing back. But the Padres rode another homer 
from Villanueva and three more hits from Pirela -- the Major League leader -- to a 
10-1 victory over the Giants on Sunday afternoon. 

"We knew we had depth," said Padres manager Andy Green. "It's nice to see the 
depth play well; we've needed every last body we have." 

Rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi turned in his best performance yet, striking out 
nine and allowing one run over six innings as he lowered his ERA to 1.66 since his 
callup on the season's second day.15th, 2018 

The Giants got on the board in the second when Brandon Belt's sacrifice fly 
plated Nick Hundley. But the Padres responded emphatically, scoring in each of 
the next five frames. Villanueva doubled home two in the third inning, and three 
players notched RBIs in a three-run fourth. 

In the fifth, Giants manager Bruce Bochy made the curious decision to use lefty 
reliever Josh Osich against Villanueva, who has a history of demolishing left-
handed pitching. Villanueva sent the first pitch he saw into the lowest level of the 
Western Metal Supply Co. building. 

Following his three-homer performance on April 3, Villanueva had fallen into a bit 
of a funk. Green mulled that his third baseman "started swinging at absolutely 
everything," perhaps resulting from his historic day of swinging. Over the past few 
games, however, Green noticed a more selective Villanueva, who now has two 
homers in as many games and five on the season. 

"It's nice to see him settled, trusting himself," Green said. "He can hit, he's just got 
to be patient."pr. 15th, 2018 

Pirela, meanwhile, finished a homer shy of a cycle with three hits, three runs and 
three RBIs. He doubled in the fourth, singled in the sixth and put the game on ice 
with a two-run triple in the seventh. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/eric-hosmer-out-of-lineup-with-back-tightness/c-272328708
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/joey-lucchesi-strikes-out-9-in-strong-start/c-272362582
http://m.mlb.com/player/474832/brandon-belt
http://m.mlb.com/player/460026/nick-hundley
http://m.mlb.com/player/592612/josh-osich
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"Think about it," Pirela said. "We're playing without Hosmer, one of the best hitters 
on our team. We're playing without Wil, who is unbelievable. We're playing without 
Margot, who's our leadoff hitter. It speaks a lot to the depth we have on this 
team."pr. 15th, 2018 

On Monday, the Padres welcome the Dodgers to town for a three-game set. For 
the first time since 2013, they'll do so while sitting above their Southern California 
rivals in the standings at the start of a series between the two. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Galvanizing the offense: With two outs and nobody on base in the third, a familiar 
catalyst got things started for the Padres. Freddy Galvis -- who is reaching base at 
a .435 clip this season -- worked his way back from a 1-2 count for the first of his 
career-high three walks. Two pitches later, the Padres had a lead. Franchy 
Cordero singled, and Villanueva doubled them home -- both first-pitch hacks. 

Trouble with the churve: Lucchesi throws an offspeed pitch that's a unique mix 
between a changeup and a curveball. He holds it like a changeup. But he spins it 
almost like a breaking ball. He calls it "the churve," and it's his most effective pitch. 
With two on and two outs in the fourth, Lucchesi froze Belt with a 3-2 offering, 
striking out the side and preserving a one-run lead.pr. 15th, 2018 

SOUND SMART 
Villanueva's home run left his bat with an exit velocity of 110 mph, the hardest-hit 
baseball Statcast™ has tracked in his brief big league career. The second hardest 
came Saturday, when Villanueva launched a 108 mph dinger. Only Cordero has a 
higher exit velocity on a home run by a Padres player this season.pr. 15th, 2018 

HE SAID IT 
"That's the making of a good team. It's such a long season, there are going to be 
times where guys are down, guys are nicked and banged up. It really does take 
that full 25-man roster with everyone doing their role to be successful." -- Hosmer 

UP NEXT 
Left-hander Robbie Erlin will replace the suspended Luis Perdomo for Monday 
night's game against the Dodgers at 7:10 p.m. PT at Petco Park. It's the first 
meeting of the season between the two clubs. Fellow southpaw Hyun-Jin 
Ryu starts for Los Angeles, meaning Hunter Renfroe and Villanueva -- who have 
crushed lefty pitching -- are expected in the starting lineup. 

 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/547943/hyun-jin-ryu
http://m.mlb.com/player/547943/hyun-jin-ryu
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
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Lucchesi fans 9, looks at home in Majors 

AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
SAN DIEGO -- The Padres' rotation of the future still has all five of its places 
available. Four starts into his big league career, Joey Lucchesi is making a rather 
impressive case for one of those spots. 

The rookie left-hander struck out nine Giants over six innings in Sunday 
afternoon's 10-1 Padres victory, holding San Francisco to one run and lowering 
his ERA to 1.66. The Padres' No. 9 prospect has been excellent since his arrival, 
and he allowed five hits without surrendering a walk Sunday afternoon. 

Lucchesi likely wouldn't even be in San Diego if not for Dinelson Lamet's elbow 
injury during the Padres' final Cactus League game last month. In Lamet's place, 
Lucchesi has struck out 25 hitters in 21 2/3 innings, and his WHIP sits at 0.97. 

"I want to stay here," Lucchesi said. "I love it here, and I'm trying to do my best to 
stay." 

With his effort Sunday, Lucchesi became the first Padres pitcher to post a sub-2 
ERA over his first four starts since Odrisamer Despaigne in 2014. He did so by 
showcasing one of the quirkiest pitches in the game. Lucchesi calls it a "churve." 

Lucchesi holds the pitch back in his palm like a changeup, but he adds a bit of 
spin to it like a curveball. With the Padres ahead, 2-1, in the fourth, he struck out 
the side, using the "churve" to finish at-bats against Andrew McCutchen, Evan 
Longoria and Brandon Belt. It was an especially satisfying performance for 
Lucchesi, who grew up an A's fan in Newark, Calif.pr. 15th, 2018 

"I never really liked the Giants, was never a fan," Lucchesi said. "I grew up 30 
minutes from San Francisco, so striking out the hometown team feels pretty 
good." 

A fourth-round pick out of Southeast Missouri State, Lucchesi was the first 
member of the Padres' 2016 Draft class to arrive in the Majors. He's been a 
strikeout artist at every level and now owns 229 professional K's in 202 2/3 
innings. 

"Talking to our Minor League [staff], they knew he was going to come quick," 
Green said. "They knew he was going to come probably quicker than the rest. 
He's proving why right now. He throws strikes. He's got offspeed when he needs 
it. He can punch guys out. That's a great recipe. There's a lot of deception 
there."Apr. 15th, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/christian-villanueva-jose-pirela-lead-padres/c-272357652
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/standard-stats/walks-and-hits-per-inning-pitched
http://m.mlb.com/player/628333/odrisamer-despaigne
http://m.mlb.com/player/457705/andrew-mccutchen
http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
http://m.mlb.com/player/474832/brandon-belt
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The Padres' farm system is loaded with pitching prospects -- namely MacKenzie 
Gore, Cal Quantrill, Adrian Morejon and Michel Baez, all of whom sit among MLB 
Pipeline's Top 100 Prospects. But at the Major League level, the Padres don't 
have any solidified long-term options. For the young pitchers on staff like 
Lucchesi, Luis Perdomo and Bryan Mitchell, this season serves as a test run for 
the future. Lucchesi, thus far, has aced it. 

"He's done everything he possibly can," Green said. "Except hit." 

At the plate, Lucchesi struck out twice on seven total pitches, including four 
swinging strikes. Perhaps he knew how the Giants hitters felt Sunday afternoon. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
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Lower back tightness sidelines Hosmer 

Padres first baseman expected to return vs. Dodgers; Erlin to start opener 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 

SAN DIEGO -- Padres first baseman Eric Hosmer was held out of the starting 
lineup Sunday with lower back tightness, but the club is optimistic that its prized 
offseason signing will return to action Monday against the Dodgers. 

San Diego's 10-1 victory over the Giants on Sunday marked the second 
consecutive game Hosmer has missed. The injury cropped up on Hosmer on 
Saturday afternoon. He was initially available to pinch-hit during that game, but his 
back began to bark in the middle innings when he got loose. 

"It just kind of tightened up on me a little bit, so we had to shut it down for 
yesterday as far as anything with pinch-hitting," Hosmer said after Sunday's game, 
the Padres' third straight win. "We just felt that today with a quick turnaround, it'd 
be helpful to get another full day of treatment in and be ready to go. I fully intend 
on playing tomorrow." 

For the second consecutive game, Chase Headley filled in for Hosmer at first 
base. Headley went 0-for-3 with a walk and a hit-by-pitch. 

"It's one of those things [Hosmer] felt like he could play through, and it's one of 
those things, in April, we felt was not wise to play through," said Padres manager 
Andy Green. 

Hosmer is batting .288/.364/.458 in 15 games for the Padres. A year ago in 
Kansas City, he played all 162 of his club's games and started 160 of them. 

Hosmer was relegated to an unfamiliar role on the bench this weekend, but he 
certainly enjoyed what he saw -- a pair of Padres victories in which the offense 
plated 15 total runs without him, right fielder Wil Myersor center fielder Manuel 
Margot. 

"That's the making of a good team," Hosmer said. "It's such a long season, there 
are going to be times where guys are down, guys are nicked and banged up. It 
really does take that full 25-man roster with everyone doing their role to be 
successful." 

Erlin to face Dodgers 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/christian-villanueva-jose-pirela-lead-padres/c-272357652
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
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The Padres waited until after their game against the Giants to announce Robbie 
Erlin as their starter Monday night against the Dodgers. 

In his return from 2016 Tommy John surgery, Erlin has been excellent working out 
of the Padres bullpen, posting a 2.38 ERA over 11 1/3 innings. All three runs he's 
allowed have scored with another pitcher on the mound after he had left the game. 

Since his return, Erlin has showcased a greatly improved changeup, which has 
evolved into his primary out pitch. It's unclear how deep into the game Green 
plans to use the 26-year-old left-hander. But Erlin -- who has used his full 
repertoire in relief this season -- won't prepare any differently. 

"It's exciting to start the game, but pitching is pitching, ultimately," Erlin said. 
"You're attacking hitters, trying to execute a gameplan, being aggressive in the 
zone. It's just whether it's from the first inning on or the fifth or the sixth inning on." 

The Padres front office entered the season with an innings limit in mind for Erlin, 
given that he's coming off surgery. It's part of the reason they opted to open the 
season with him in the bullpen. But they haven't communicated that limit publicly 
or with Erlin himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
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Naylor makes Pipeline Team of the Week 

 Jim Callis MLB.com  
 

MLB Pipeline's Prospect Team of the Week honors the best performances in the 
Minors from the past week. Any player currently on an organization Top 30 
Prospects list is eligible. 

1B: Josh Naylor, San Antonio Missions (Double-A) 
(Padres' No. 16 prospect) 
.472/.545/1.000, 10 G, 10 R, 17 H, 1 2B, 6 HR, 14 RBI, 7 BB, 5 K, 1 SB, 1 CS 

Naylor's massive power potential led the Marlins to draft him 12th overall in 2015, 
but it didn't translate into huge production during his first three pro seasons as he 
homered just 23 times in 261 games. That may be starting to change, as Naylor 
(sent to the Padres in a 2016 trade for Andrew Cashner) already has two 
multihomer games to his credit, paces the Minors in homers and total bases (36) 
and is tied for the lead in hits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/news/prospects/index.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/488768/andrew-cashner
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Padres, Giants celebrate Jackie's impact 

AJ Cassavell MLB.com 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Seventy-one years after Jackie Robinson broke Major League 
Baseball's color barrier, the Giants and Rockies felt his impact as strongly as ever 
on Sunday afternoon at Petco Park. 

As has been tradition each April 15 since 2009, MLB celebrated Jackie Robinson 
Day with all players and on-field personnel wearing Jackie's iconic No. 42. The 
Padres recognized Robinson with a pregame tribute on their left-field videoboard. 

"League-wide, it's cool that we all unify, come together and recognize what Jackie 
Robinson meant for this game and for this country," said Padres right-
hander Tyson Ross. "He broke through a color barrier that set the pace for the civil 
rights movement and the equality we all share now." 

Ross touted Robinson's impact on the country and society well ahead of his 
impact on the sport of baseball. 

"There's a lot of power given to athletes and their ability to influence society, 
raising the consciousness of the people in this country," Ross said. "Everyone 
loves sports, and to see athletes take a stand, whether it's Jackie Robinson or 
some of the different causes people are standing up for in this era -- it's pretty 
cool." 

Said Giants outfielder Austin Jackson: "To understand what he did for the game 
and the magnitude of it is pretty special. The adversity he had to face as not only a 
player but also as a man, it takes a special person to be able to take that weight 
and carry it, and to be able to represent him and wear that 42 on your back is 
always a special moment for me and everybody in baseball. 

"It takes a special person to be able to endure what he had to endure."pr. 15th, 
2018 

Jackie Robinson Day 2018 featured a handful of additional on-field uniform 
elements, including a commemorative patch on all team caps and jersey sleeves, 
socks emblazoned with "42," and a lightweight hooded fleece for batting practice 
and dugout wear featuring the "42" logo. MLB will donate all proceeds from the 
sale of such items to the Jackie Robinson Foundation. 

A handful of players on both teams sported commemorative cleats for the 
occasion, too. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/457706/austin-jackson
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"The fact Jackie Robinson did what he did and was able to transcend the sport, 
change segregation in baseball and in the actual community at the time he did it, it 
was honestly something that still needs to be commemorated today," said Padres 
second baseman Carlos Asuaje. "Wearing his 42 means a lot, especially for 
minorities throughout baseball." 
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Bullpen of the Week: Padres 

Relievers post 1.55 ERA to help San Diego go 5-2 
 
Manny Randhawa MLB.com  
 
The Padres' bullpen was called upon often over the past week and it rose to the 
occasion, posting a 1.55 ERA with 35 strikeouts and nine walks in 29 innings. The 
impressive performance translated into a 5-2 record for San Diego over that span, 
and the club's relief corps earned "Bullpen of the Week presented by The 
Hartford" honors for the week of April 9-15. 

As part of the MLB Prevailing Moments program, each Monday throughout the 
2018 season, MLB.com is honoring the "Bullpen of the Week presented by The 
Hartford." An industry-wide panel of MLB experts, including legendary stats guru 
Bill James, constructed a metric based on James' widely renowned game-score 
formula, to provide a weekly measurement of team-bullpen performance. 

Here's how the Bullpen Rating System is compiled for each week. For reference, a 
weekly score of 100 is considered outstanding: 

• Add 1.5 points for each out recorded 

• Add 1.5 points for each strikeout 

• Add 5 points for a save 

• Subtract 2 points for each hit allowed 

• Subtract 4 points for each earned run allowed 

• Subtract 2 points for each unearned run allowed 

• Subtract 1 point for each walk 

• Subtract 5 points for a blown save 

The Padres' bullpen finished the week with a score of 120, far outdistancing the 
second-place Rockies, whose relievers finished with a score of 79. Right-
hander Craig Stammen led the way, tossing four scoreless frames during the 
week against the Rockies and Giants to preserve his 0.00 ERA on the season. 
Closer Brad Hand was also strong, tossing four scoreless innings and recording 
four saves, while striking out seven and walking none. Rookie Adam Cimber (1.69 
ERA), submariner Kazuhisa Makita (1 1/3 scoreless innings), Robbie Erlin (four 

http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/643256/adam-cimber
http://m.mlb.com/player/628318/kazuhisa-makita
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
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scoreless) and Phil Maton (3 1/3 scoreless) were also stellar, helping fuel San 
Diego's strong week. 

The unexpected: Since giving up a Trevor Story home run in the first inning, rookie 
left-hander Joey Lucchesi had settled in and retired 13 of 15 Rockies entering the 
bottom of the seventh inning at Coors Field last Tuesday. That's when Nolan 
Arenado led things off with a triple, which was followed by a Story walk. Padres 
manager Andy Green summoned Makita.r. 10th, 2018 

How they prevailed: Makita proceeded to get Ian Desmond to fly out, struck 
out Gerardo Parra, and induced a foul popout from Pat Valaika to end the threat 
without surrendering a run. Erlin then pitched a spotless eighth inning to get the 
ball to Hand, who picked up the save by shutting the door on Colorado in the 
ninth. 
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Padres pair among top prospect performers 

Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com 
 
Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor 
Leagues on Sunday. 

• Padres No. 12 prospect Esteury Ruiz hit a two-run home run off of No. 25 overall 
prospect Brendan McKay (Rays' No. 3), though it wasn't enough to keep Class A 
Fort Wayne from falling to Bowling Green, 5-3. It was the first home run in 2018 
for the 19-year-old second baseman, who garnered MVP honors last season after 
pacing the Rookie-level Arizona league in average (.350), hits (72), doubles (20), 
triples (10) and total bases (124) last season. 

• Padres No. 13 prospect Eric Lauer matched his career high with 10 strikeouts as 
he posted six scoreless frames in Triple-A El Paso's rout of Las Vegas. He 
permitted three hits and walked two in the performance while throwing 59 of his 97 
pitches for strikes. The 22-year-old lefty has completed exactly six innings in each 
of his three starts this season, his first at the Triple-A level. 
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Dodgers, Padres start 3-game series with San Diego heating up 
 

SAN DIEGO — There aren’t any firsts happening at Petco Park on Monday when 
the Los Angeles Dodgers and the San Diego Padres open a three-game series. 
 

But there are a couple of things going on that haven’t happened in so long that 
they qualify as near firsts. 

One, the Padres and the Dodgers start a series with San Diego ahead in the 
National League West standings for the first time in almost five seasons. 

Two, Robbie Erlin will be making his first start for the Padres since April 17, 2016. 
 

And Monday will mark the first time since 2013 that the Padres and Dodgers 
haven’t met on the Opening Day. Those matchups didn’t go very well for the 
Padres. 

Before this season, the Dodgers had won the last three season openers between 
the southern California rivals, the two most recent by scores of 15-0 and 14-3. 

The all-left-handed opening matchup of the series will be Erlin coming out of the 
bullpen to make a spot start against the Dodgers’ Hyun-Jin Ryu, who has a 1-0 
record with a 2.79 ERA in his first two starts this year. Opposing hitters are batting 
only .176 against Ryu, who allowed six hits while issuing six walks in 9 2/3 
innings. 

Erlin, 27, will be filling the spot in the Padres’ rotation left open while right-
hander Luis Perdomo serves a five-day suspension for throwing behind Nolan 
Arenado last Wednesday afternoon and triggering a brawl at Coors Field in 
Colorado. 

Erlin has made five relief appearances for the Padres, allowing three runs, seven 
hits and a walk with nine strikeouts in 11 1/3 innings for a 2.38 ERA. He threw 3 
1/3 scoreless innings Friday night against the San Francisco Giants. He earlier 
had a 3 2/3-inning outing in relief. 

Erlin made the Opening Day roster out of spring training after not pitching since a 
six-inning start against Arizona on April 17, 2016. Exactly one month later, Erlin 
had Tommy John elbow reconstruction surgery and missed the entire 2017 
season. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-erlin-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/luis-perdomo-2-player-stats
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Although Erlin hasn’t pitched against the Dodgers since 2015, he has had some 
success. He is 1-1 lifetime against Los Angeles with a 1.17 ERA in three games 
(two starts). 

The Dodgers have hit .173 against Erlin with a .204 on-base percentage. He has 
allowed nine hits and a walk against the Dodgers with 12 strikeouts in 15 1/3 
innings. 

“Robbie proved in spring training that he’s ready to pitch again in the major 
leagues,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “The one thing we couldn’t do is get 
him stretched out. But he has made three longer relief appearances.” 

Erlin has a 5-3 record at Petco Park with a 2.71 ERA in 17 appearances (13 
starts). 

Ryu last pitched on April 10 against Oakland at Dodger Stadium, where he gave 
up one hit in six scoreless innings, picking up the win in the Dodgers’ 4-0 victory. 
He struck out eight against one walk on 90 pitches. 

Ryu last faced the Padres on Aug. 12, when he allowed three runs and seven hits 
in five innings. He struck out five against two walks. 

In seven career starts against the Padres, Ryu has gone 4-1 with a 2.57 ERA 
while limiting San Diego batters to a .234 average with a 1.07 WHIP. 
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Rookies Lucchesi, Villanueva carry Padres past Giants 10-1 
 
AP 
 
SAN DIEGO -- The rebuilding San Diego Padres have made up two spots in the 
NL West in two games, thanks largely to two rookies. 
Joey Lucchesi struck out nine in six innings, Christian Villanueva homered, 
doubled and drove in three runs, and the Padres cruised past San Francisco 10-1 
on Sunday to beat the Giants for the third straight game. 
 
Jose Pirela was a home run short of the cycle and had three RBI for the Padres, 
who have won five of seven. They leapfrogged the Giants into third place, by 
percentage points. San Francisco has lost four of five. 
 
Lucchesi (2-0) was sharp in outpitching Tyler Beede (0-1) in a matchup of 24-
year-old rookies. Lucchesi walked none and his nine strikeouts were his most in 
four big league starts. The lefty allowed one run and five hits. 
 

"He's good," Padres manager Andy Green said. "It's fun to watch him pitch. He 
definitely didn't want to come out after six innings; he wanted to keep going. I told 
him he needs to pace himself a little bit. He said, `I need to get a hit.' On the 
pitching side he feels real good; on the hitting side he has some work to do." 

Lucchesi struck out twice, dropping to 0 for 8. 

"I'm struggling on that," he said. "I need to get a hit. I need to practice more. I don't 
know what's going on." 

His pitching, though, was outstanding. 

"I felt locked in. I felt good," Lucchesi said. 

The 6-foot-5, 227-pounder has a deceptive windup and throws a "churve," a 
combination changeup-curveball. 

"It's my go-to pitch and I hope they never learn how to hit it," he said. 

Lucchesi grew up in Newark in the East Bay and was an Oakland A's fan. 

"I never really liked the Giants. I was never a fan. I grew up like 30 minutes from 
San Francisco. Striking out a close hometown team feels pretty good." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33798/tyler-beede
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Lucchesi became the first pitcher from the 2016 draft class to reach the majors 
after Dinelson Lamet hurt his right elbow in his final spring training start for the 
Padres. Lucchesi got a no-decision in his big league debut March 30 against 
Milwaukee and again in a home start versus the Rockies on April 5 before earning 
his first win at Colorado on Tuesday. 

Lamet will have reconstructive elbow surgery this week. 

Lucchesi is doing "everything he possibly can, except hit," to cement a spot in the 
rotation, Green said. "He's been great. He's a guy that, watching film last year, 
talking to our minor league guys, listening to them talk, they knew he was going to 
come quicker than the rest and he's proving why right now. He throws strikes, he's 
got offspeed when he needs it, he can punch guys out. That's a great recipe. 
There's a lot of deception there." 

Beede lasted only 3 2/3 innings, permitting five runs and six hits while striking out 
six and walking three. 

Villanueva hit a two-run double in the third and homered off Josh Osich leading off 
the fifth, his fifth. Villanueva also homered in a 5-4 victory Saturday night. 
Green said Villanueva's three-homer game on April 3 knocked him off-kilter and 
he began swinging "at absolutely everything thrown up there for a week and a 
half." 

He's been more selective recently. 

"I think I'm going up there now to look at my pitch and not the pitcher's pitch," 
Villanueva said through a translator. 

The Padres chased Beede in their three-run fourth. Cory Spangenberg and Pirela 
hit RBI doubles, and Freddy Galvis had an RBI single. 
"They're young, they're talented, they're free-swingers in a way, they're 
aggressive," Beede said. "They're certainly a good lineup and hopefully next time 
we play them we can shut them down a little bit more." 

The Padres won three straight even though outfielders Manuel Margot and Wil 
Myers are on the disabled list and first baseman Eric Hosmer sat out the last two 
games. 
"It was disappointing," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "I think it showed a little 
bit today how we've been nicked up with this pitching." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32665/josh-osich
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32169/cory-spangenberg
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33599/manuel-margot
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
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Giants: C Buster Posey has a sore thumb but should be OK to play Tuesday night 
after an off day Monday. ... RHP Jeff Samardzija, on the disabled list with a 
strained right pectoral muscle, likely will make another rehab start. He threw 62 
pitches in 2 2/3 innings Saturday night for Class A San Jose, allowing six runs and 
five hits with five strikeouts and two walks. 
Padres: Hosmer sat out with mild back tightness and said he expects to return 
Monday night. 

UP NEXT 

Giants: RHP Johnny Cueto (1-0, 0.69 ERA) is expected to come off the disabled 
list Tuesday night at Arizona. LHP Patrick Corbin (2-0, 2.45) is scheduled to start 
for the Diamondbacks. 
Padres: LHP Robbie Erlin (0-1, 2.38) will start in place of suspended Luis 
Perdomo in the opener of a three-game series Monday night against the Dodgers. 
Perdomo was suspended five games for throwing behind Colorado slugger Nolan 
Arenado on Wednesday. Los Angeles counters with LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu (1-0, 
2.79). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30112/buster-posey
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29166/jeff-samardzija
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28955/johnny-cueto
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31313/patrick-corbin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31791/robbie-erlin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35970/luis-perdomo
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35970/luis-perdomo
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32582/hyun-jin-ryu
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#PadresOnDeck: LHP Eric Lauer Strikes Out 10 in 6 Shutout Innings 
By Bill Center 
 
Left-handed pitcher Eric Lauer allowed three hits and two walks with 10 strikeouts 
over six shutout innings Sunday for Triple-A El Paso. 

Lauer, one of the Padres’ three first-round picks in the 2016 draft, lowered his 
earned run average to 3.00 in his third start of the season for the Chihuahuas. The 
6-foot-3, 227-pound 22-year-old threw 97 pitches with 59 for strikes. 

Lauer is the rated the Padres’ №13 prospect by MLB Pipeline. 

Among other leading Padres’ prospects: 

— Center fielder Travis Jankowski had his best game of the young season for the 
Chihuahuas, going 3-for-4 with a double, three RBIs, two stolen bases, two runs 
scored and a hit-by-pitcher. Jankowski boosted his batting average to .250. 

— Josh Naylor, 20, made his third start in left field for Double-A San Antonio and 
went 1-for-2 with two walks and a RBI. The Padres’ 16th-ranked prospectraised his 
batting average a single point to .472. 

— Center fielder Edward Olivares, 23, was 3-for-4 with a double for Advanced 
Single-A Lake Elsinore to raise his batting average to .405. He is the Padres’ №20 
prospect. 

— Second baseman Esteury Ruiz, 19, hit his first homer for Single-A Fort Wayne. 
The №12 prospect was 1-for-3 with two RBIs and is hitting .250. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (7–4): CHIHUAHUAS 10, Las Vegas 0: Lauer and three 
relievers combined on a six-hit shutout. RHP Trey Wingenter (16.20 ERA) allowed 
two hits with two strikeouts in an inning. RHP Tom Webb (0.00) allowed a hit with a 
strikeout in his debut in the Padres’ system. RHP T.J. Weir (3.18) struck out one in 
a perfect inning. C Raffy Lopez (.281) was 4-for-5 with a double, his third homer, 
three RBIs and two runs scored. Like Jankowski, 1B Brett Nicholas (.400) was 3-
for-4. He had two doubles, a walk, a RBI and two runs scored. SS Javy 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Guerra (.333) had a triple in four at-bats with two RBIs and a run scored. RF Nick 
Schulz (.346) was 1-for-4 with a walk, a RBI and a run scored. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (6–4): NW Arkansas 3, Missions 2 — DH Ty 
France(.182) backed Naylor with a double in four at-bats with a run scored. 
Starting RHP Jesse Scholtens (1–1, 1.50 ERA) allowed two runs on five hits with 
six strikeouts in six innings. RHP Colby Blueberg (6.75) allowed a run on two hits 
and a walk with three strikeouts in two innings. LHP Brad Wieck (3.86) allowed a 
hit and a walk with two strikeouts in a scoreless inning. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (4–7): Lancaster 7, STORM 0 —
 LF Buddy Reed (.282) was 2-for-4 with a double and a stolen base as the only 
other Storm with two hits. Starting RHP Ronald Bolanos (0–2, 7.94) allowed three 
runs (two earned) on six hits and a walk with six strikeouts in 4 2/3 innings. 
RHP Dauris Valdez (9.00) struck out one in 1 1/3 perfect innings. RHP David 
Bednar (9.64) allowed four runs on four hits and a walk with a strikeout in 1 2/3 
innings. RHP Gerardo Reyes (1.59) allowed a hit with a strikeout in 1 1/3 scoreless 
innings. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (2–9): BOWLING GREEN 5–7, TinCaps 3–1–1B Carlos 
Belen (.300) was 2-for-4 with two walks. C Jalen Washington (.238) was 1-for-3 
with a run scored. CF Jeisson Rosario (.233) was 0-for-1 with three walks. CF Tre 
Carter (.226) was 1-for-4 with a walk. SS Justin Lopez(.235) had a double in five 
at-bats with a run scored. LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (0–2, 6.48 ERA) started the 
first game and allowed four runs (three earned) on eight hits and two walks with 
four strikeouts in 4 2/3 innings. RHP Adrian Martinez (7.71) allowed a run on four 
hits with two strikeouts in 1 1/3 innings. LHP Tom Cosgrove (0–2, 11.37) started 
the second game and allowed six runs (three earned) on six hits and two walks 
with two strikeouts in 2 1/3 innings. RHP Caleb Boushley (1.93) allowed a run on a 
hit with two strikeouts in 1 2/3 innings. RHP Jordan Guerrero(2.70) allowed a hit 
with a strikeout in a scoreless inning. LHP Fred Schlichtholz (9.00) struck out one 
in a perfect inning. 
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This Day in Padres History — April 16 
By Bill Center 

April 16, 1987 — Tony Gwynn is 5-for-5 with two doubles, a RBI and a run scored 
as the Padres defeat the Dodgers 3–2 at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

April 16, 1988 — Steve Garvey’s №6 is the first retired by the Padres. Garvey 
hit .275 in five seasons with the Padres with 61 homers and 316 RBIs. But he is 
best remembered for the two-run, ninth-inning, walk-off homer against Lee 
Smith on Oct. 6, 1984, at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium that defeated the Cubs 
7–5 and sent the National League Championship Series to a decisive fifth game. 
That homer set the stage for the Padres winning their first National League 
pennant. In the game, John Kruk gives the Padres a 2–1 over the Giants with a 
walk-off homer leading off the ninth in Mission Valley. 

April 16, 1993 — Outfielder Derek Bell hits two homers and drives in four runs as 
the Padres defeat St. Louis 5–1 at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

April 16, 1996 — Right-hander Andy Ashby gets the win. But the big news is Ashby 
also goes 4-for-4 with two doubles and scores three runs in the Padres 10–6 
victory over Colorado at Coors Field. 

April 16, 1999 — Andy Ashby out-duels 1998 teammate Kevin Brown as the Padres 
defeat the Dodgers 3–0 at Qualcomm Stadium, Ashby allows five hits and two 
walks with eight strikeouts in a complete-game shutout. 

April 16, 2000 — Outfielder Al Martin sets a Padres record with five runs scored in a 
13–3 victory over Houston at Qualcomm Stadium. Martin is 4-for-5. 

April 16, 2009 — Left fielder Chase Headley is 4-for-4 with a double and three RBIs 
as the Padres scored a 6–5 win over the Mets at Citi Field. 

April 16, 2010 — Third baseman Chase Headley caps a four-run ninth with a three-
run, walk-off homer as the Padres defeat Arizona 6–3 at Petco Park. 
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