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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

A good start goes bad quickly for Felix Pena in Angels’ loss 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — Felix Peña’s performance on Wednesday night was Exhibit A about how difficult it is to 
pitch in the big leagues. 

For three innings, Peña was as good as could be, but in the fourth inning he gave up six runs, which was 
more than enough to send the Angels on their way to a 10-0 loss to the Oakland A’s. 

Peña retired the first nine Oakland hitters on 25 pitches, with barely even a ball hit hard. At that point, 
he looked like the guy who had a 2.76 ERA in his previous eight starts. 

“In the first three innings he was doing a lot of the same stuff he’s been doing,” Manager Mike Scioscia 
said. “I thought he had a nice mix of pitches. In the fourth, he had trouble commanding counts and 
putting guys away and those guys, when they got a fastball to hit, hit it hard.” 

Peña fell behind Nick Martini, 2-and-0, and then gave up a single. Peña’s first pitch to Matt Chapman 
was over the inner half of the plate, and Chapman shot it up the middle for a single. 

Next, Peña actually threw a good changeup, down and away to left-handed hitting Jed Lowrie, who was 
still able to get good enough wood on it to drive it the opposite way, off the wall, for a two-run double. 

Khris Davis then reached on an infield hit and Matt Olson walked, loading the bases. 

Like he did to Lowrie, Peña went away to the right-handed hitting Stephen Piscotty. and he cranked it off 
the right-field fence, for a two-run double. 

Peña then left a fastball over the middle to Ramón Laureano, who whacked it up the middle for an RBI 
single. After a sacrifice fly, the A’s had taken a 6-0 lead. 

“The pitches weren’t quite exactly where he wanted them to be, and those guys got too much barrel on 
them,” Scioscia said. 

The game spoiled a good streak for Peña, who is trying to establish a role for himself for 2019. 

After being a reliever for the past few years, the Angels moved him into the rotation and he’s flourished. 
He’s switched from a four-seam fastball to a two-seamer, used his changeup more and at times flashed 
a dominant slider. Coming into the game, hitters had swung and missed at his slider 49.7 percent of the 
time, making it the 11th toughest slider to hit in the majors. 

One night’s poor results notwithstanding, he’s still opened eyes with his 16 starts. He still has a 4.01 ERA 
in those games. He gave up 13 runs in two of his 83 innings as a starter. 
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Peña gave up seven runs in the first inning against the Seattle Mariners on July 29, and he bounced back 
and pitched well after that, which he took as encouragement after this outing. 

“It was just a bad outing,” Peña said through an interpreter. “I put it behind me. The idea is to keep 
working hard and keep making progress.” 

After Peña came out, another pitcher trying to get himself onto the 2019 depth chart had a rough 
inning. 

Parker Bridwell gave up a three-run homer to Piscotty. Bridwell has now allowed 22 earned runs in 8-2/3 
innings in his career against the A’s, while posting a 3.07 ERA in 120-1/3 innings against everyone else. 

 

Angels’ Cam Bedrosian says he will spend this winter looking for lost velocity 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — As Cam Bedrosian nears the end of his first full, injury-free season in the majors, he is still 
trying to recapture what he had a couple years ago. 

The Bedrosian who posted a 1.12 ERA in 2016, before going on the disabled list in August, has not been 
back since, and part of the reason is his declining velocity. 

Bedrosian said Wednesday that he’s aware of it, and committed to figuring it out. 

“It’s very important,” he said. “It’s definitely something this offseason I’ll be breaking down. I’ll be going 
through everything and seeing if I can figure out exactly what it is.” 

In 2016, Bedrosian’s fastball averaged 95.8 mph in each month that he pitched. He went on the disabled 
list with a blood clot in August and missed the rest of the season. 

He then missed a chunk of the middle of 2017 with a groin injury, and he suspected that the lingering 
impact of that was his velocity didn’t quite come back when he did in the second half. 

In 2017, he averaged 94.3 mph with his fastball. This year, it’s been 93.7 mph. He had some good 
stretches in May and June, but then it’s been declining in the months since. 

He averaged 92.7 mph in August and 92.4 mph in September. 

It is probably no coincidence that Bedrosian’s best month this season was June, which was also when his 
velocity was the highest. He gave up one run in 14 innings in June. 

“Somewhere in the biomechanics, there’s something missing right now,” Bedrosian said. “It’s something 
I’ll have to dig into this offseason and figure out. I’m not sure exactly what it is yet. I know it’s there. 
We’ve seen flashes. It’s just making sure it’s consistent.” 
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Bedrosian said he feels strong enough, but he nonetheless plans to try some different kinds of strength 
workouts this winter. 

Bedrosian, who turns 27 on Oct. 2, is coming to a critical point in his career. He will again be out of 
options next season, and his salary is likely going to jump from about $1.1 million to maybe $2.5 million 
via arbitration. He has a 3.94 ERA and a WHIP of 1.4 this season. 

OHTANI ON THE BASES 

Shohei Ohtani’s nine stolen bases this season have just offered a hint at what he might be able to do on 
the bases next year when he’s a full-time hitter. 

“I think there are some things in his baserunning he will start to get more comfortable with and can be 
more aggressive with,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “Our philosophy of baserunning is to be very 
aggressive. I think Shohei is starting to wrap his arms around that as much as he can. I think he will be 
able to create more on the bases as he gets more experience here.” 

ALSO 

The Angels will see Gerrit Cole, Justin Verlander and Charlie Morton over the weekend in Houston. The 
Angels will start Andrew Heaney, Jaime Barría and Tyler Skaggs. … 

Kole Calhoun got a routine day off on Wednesday, which moved Andrelton Simmons into the leadoff 
spot. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Matt Shoemaker, 2-1, 3.98) vs. A’s (RHP Edwin Jackson, 5-3, 3.17), Thursday, 12:30 p.m., 
Facebook Live, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

Solving baseball’s service time manipulation problem might only treat the 
symptoms 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

Baseball’s peculiar problem with winning has a face now. Actually, it has a few faces. 

Toronto Blue Jays prospect Vladimir Guerrero, Jr. is still a minor leaguer despite having no minor league 
games left to play in 2018. So is Chicago White Sox uber-prospect Eloy Jimenez. So is Byron Buxton, a 
veteran of 306 major league games, whose absence from the Minnesota Twins’ roster is a perverse 
punishment for the “crime” of not having enough service time to qualify for free agency. 

Service time might be the two most underrated words in baseball. The number of years and days a 
player spends on a major league roster form his ability to qualify for salary arbitration, and free agency, 
and pension benefits. Fans don’t always want to be reminded that professional baseball is big business; 
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concepts like “service time” shatter the illusion of sports as mere pastime. But sometimes a reminder is 
necessary. 

Guerrero, 19, batted .381 across four minor-league levels in the Blue Jays’ system this year. Fans of the 
Jays, who will not see playoff baseball for the 23rd time in 25 seasons since their team last won the 
World Series, would love to see such a talented player in Toronto. 

Jimenez, a 21-year-old outfielder, is being heralded as one of the faces of the White Sox’s future. For 
now, he is the face of the Charlotte Knights, a Triple-A team for whom Jimenez batted .355. The Knights’ 
season ended Sept. 3, while the White Sox still have more than a week left in their season. 

Executives for the Blue Jays and White Sox cited the defensive skills of Guerrero and Jimenez, 
respectively, as reasons to delay their major league debuts. Buxton won a Gold Glove Award last year. 
His general manager, Thad Levine, publicly cited service time as a reason to keep Buxton in Triple-A. It 
was a rare moment of honesty. 

By keeping each player in the minor leagues while the major league team is out of contention, 
executives can delay the players’ ability to reach free agency without spoiling their chances of winning a 
championship. The Blue Jays, White Sox and Twins are effectively trying to extend their “team control” 
over their prospects by another year. Most executives would rather not admit this on the record. 
Feeding fans excuses for not fielding your best roster is a bad look. 

This is not a new phenomenon. It happened to the Braves’ Ronald Acuña in April, and to the Cubs’ Kris 
Bryant in April 2015. It will happen again – unless baseball’s Collective Bargaining Agreement 
changes and the value of winning outweighs the value of suppressing service time. “It’s a service-based 
system,” one player agent told me this week. 

I recently scratched out what seemed like a palatable solution to the problem, something that would 
benefit front offices at marginal cost to the players. I ran it by a few players who serve as their team’s 
player representative to the MLBPA. 

The idea goes like this: for the small handful of teenagers each year with the ability to play in the major 
leagues, each day on an MLB roster counts as a quarter-day of service time. When they turn 20, that 
quarter-day becomes a half-day. For players who signed as international free agents (like Guerrero and 
Jimenez), they begin to accrue full days at age 22. A former high school draft pick (such as Buxton) 
begins to accrue full days at 24. For collegiate players such as Bryant, the full day kicks in at 25. 

Only a small percentage of players would be affected by these changes. You can count on one hand the 
number of teenage players in MLB in any given year. High school and college draftees rarely spend a full 
year in the majors before age 24 or 25, respectively. Most players would still accrue full days of service 
time, while teams would have more incentive to bring up an MLB-ready player who isn’t gaining a full 
day toward free agency. 

In the case of Guerrero and Jimenez, each player could have been recalled a quarter of the way through 
the 2018 season and still hit free agency at age 27 – the same age they will become free agents if they 
are brought up roughly a month into the 2019 season, as is expected. In theory, Bryant and Acuña would 
not have lost the first month of their rookie years under my proposal. 
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Some players would never go for such a system. Bryce Harper, the rare college draft pick who reached 
the majors at 19, would have lost up to three years off his free agent clock. But I figured most players 
would see the upshot: Players who deserve to earn major-league money and benefits get major league 
money and benefits. 

“That’s a horrible idea,” said one player. 

Wait, what? 

“Teams are going to do anything they can to win if they’re winning,” he said. “The real problem is teams 
that tank. I’m not so worried about service-time manipulation. I’m worried about teams being 
incentivized to lose games.” 

His point was this: the Braves suppressed Acuña’s service time by about a month, but it was only a 
month. The same was true for Bryant. Their teams were trying to make the playoffs. The Blue Jays, with 
a 69-82 record through Tuesday, are closer to the No. 1 overall draft pick than a postseason berth. They 
have arguably more incentive to lose than win. The same logic applies to the White Sox at 59-91. 
Eliminate the incentive to lose, and the best players will be in the major leagues. 

“I think it would greatly resolve the problem,” he said. 

In other words, my solution treated the symptom and not the disease. 

Another player was loathe to accept any idea that ate into his potential service time, saying the long-
term benefits of reaching salary arbitration, free agency and a full pension outweighed the benefits of 
earning the minimum major league salary a year earlier. Any plan that would prevent anyone from 
reaching free agency before age 27 would not be popular within the union. 

“I don’t think fans understand the value of service time,” he said. 

In a service-based system, service time isn’t a bullet point the players seem willing to concede. Is there a 
simple fix, or is this conflict the substance of a potential work stoppage? 

One player offered what seemed like a simple solution. It was less complicated than mine and it treated 
the disease: Reverse the order of the first 20 picks in the amateur draft. Playoff teams still draft in 
chronological order of elimination, from 21 to 30, but the team with the worst regular-season record 
drafts 20th. The team with the next-worst record drafts 19th. 

“So you’re incentivized to win all the way up to the end,” he said. “If you’re the 11th-best team, you get 
the first pick. And if you have the worst record, the lowest you can pick is 20th.” The race to the bottom 
would not be a race at all. 

If any sport could radically restructure its amateur draft, it’s baseball. Unlike hockey, basketball and 
sometimes football, the first overall pick is never expected to make an immediate impact. The draft 
itself is not a ratings machine for the league. It is less sacred and therefore, maybe, more negotiable. 
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Ultimately, this is a debate for 2021, when the current Collective Bargaining Agreement expires. Maybe 
this is one step toward a solution. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Pena unravels in 4th as Angels fall to A's 

By Maria Guardado 

OAKLAND -- For the first three innings, Felix Pena was unhittable. That changed in the fourth. 

After needing only 25 pitches to retire the first nine batters he faced, Pena came undone, allowing the 
first seven batters in the fourth to reach base, which sparked a six-run inning that doomed the Angels in 
a 10-0 loss to the A's on Wednesday night at the Coliseum. 

Nick Martini and Matt Chapman led off the fourth with consecutive singles, and both scored on Jed 
Lowrie's double to center field. Khris Davis then reached on an infield single after first baseman Jefry 
Marte unsuccessfully dove for a routine ground ball to second base, putting runners on the corners with 
no outs. 

Pena walked Matt Olson to load the bases for Stephen Piscotty, who lined a two-run double over the 
head of Jabari Blash in right field to make it 4-0. Ramon Laureanofollowed with an RBI single, 
and Jonathan Lucroy added a sacrifice fly to cap Oakland's big inning. 

Pena departed after allowing six runs on six hits over four innings, snapping his streak of six consecutive 
outings with at least six innings pitched. 

Parker Bridwell replaced Pena in the fifth and gave up a three-run home run to Piscotty that stretched 
the A's lead to 9-0. Bridwell has struggled against the A's in his four career appearances against them, 
yielding 22 earned runs over 8 2/3 innings (22.85 ERA). 

The Angels' offense endured a forgettable night, mustering only three hits against A's left-hander Brett 
Anderson over 6 2/3 innings. However, it was memorable for rookie catcher Joe Hudson, who collected 
his first MLB hit with a two-out single in the third. 

By the sixth, the Angels pulled starters Mike Trout, Andrelton Simmons and Justin Upton, 
allowing Michael Hermosillo, Eric Young Jr. and Sherman Johnson to enter the game. The 28-year-old 
Johnson came in to play second base in his MLB debut and became the 60th player to appear for the 
Angels in 2018, extending the single-season franchise record. 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/605361/nick-martini
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/476704/jed-lowrie
http://m.mlb.com/player/476704/jed-lowrie
http://m.mlb.com/player/501981/khris-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/621566/matt-olson
http://m.mlb.com/player/572039/stephen-piscotty
http://m.mlb.com/player/518466/jabari-blash
http://m.mlb.com/player/657656/ramon-laureano
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/474463/brett-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/474463/brett-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/621529/joe-hudson
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/641684/michael-hermosillo
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/582473/sherman-johnson
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          FROM THE ASSOCITED PRESS      

Piscotty homers and drives in 5 as A’s rout Angels 10-0 

By Janie McCauley 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Stephen Piscotty hit a three-run homer and matched his career high with five 
RBIs, and the Oakland Athletics beat the Los Angeles Angels 10-0 on Wednesday night to snap a three-
game losing streak. 

Oakland moved within four games of first-place Houston in the AL West and stayed 2 1/2 behind the 
New York Yankees for the top wild card. The A’s are 5 1/2 games ahead of streaking Tampa Bay for the 
second wild card with 10 to play. 

Jed Lowrie and Piscotty each hit a two-run double in a six-run fourth inning to back Brett Anderson (4-5). 

Ramon Laureano added an RBI single and a sacrifice fly for the A’s, who had lost four of five. 

Anderson pitched 6 2/3 scoreless innings, giving up three hits with three strikeouts and no walks. Three 
relievers finished the four-hitter as Oakland’s 14th shutout of the season took just 2 hours, 23 minutes. 

Anderson delivered the longest outing by an A’s starter in 26 games, becoming the first to go more than 
six innings during that stretch — which has included manager Bob Melvin starting games with a reliever 
who works just one inning before giving way to a regular starter. The 25 straight games with a starter 
going six or fewer innings was the second-longest in franchise history. 

The left-hander made his second start since coming off the disabled list and taking the loss last Thursday 
in Baltimore, where he lasted only 3 1/3 innings. He has walked one or fewer batters in each of his past 
10 starts, with just five free passes over 54 2/3 innings during that stretch. 

Anderson retired his first eight batters and got through the second inning on five pitches. 

Angels starter Felix Pena (3-5) was done after the fourth, allowing six runs on six hits with three 
strikeouts and a walk. The right-hander retired his first nine batters. 

Los Angeles shortstop Sherman Johnson made his major league debut in the sixth for the Angels, who 
were shut out for the 10th time. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: RF Kole Calhoun, who was 0 for 5 with three strikeouts a night earlier, had the day off. ... Rookie 
2B and utilityman David Fletcher, who exited Sunday’s game against Seattle in the first inning with a 
strained left hamstring, missed a second straight game and won’t be rushed back. 

Athletics: RHP Trevor Cahill, scratched from his scheduled Saturday start at Tampa Bay with a strain in 
his upper back before getting trigger-point injections, threw a 35-pitch bullpen and could start this 
weekend against the Twins if everything feels right Thursday. “We’ll see how he feels tomorrow. If he 
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feels good tomorrow, then we’ll probably slot him in some point in time on the weekend,” Melvin said. 
... LHP Sean Manaea had arthroscopic shoulder surgery performed by Dr. Neil ElAttrache in Los Angeles 
that included posterior labral repair. The A’s said Manaea will begin his rehab program Monday in 
Arizona. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: RHP Matt Shoemaker (2-1, 3.98 ERA) makes his fifth start of the season after returning Sept. 3 
from a strained right forearm. He is 6-2 with a 3.61 ERA in 13 career appearances (12 starts) against the 
A’s. 

Athletics: RHP Edwin Jackson (5-3, 3.17) beat the Angels in a 7-0 A’s road win on Aug. 11. 

 

                 FROM NBC SPORTS       

Minor League Baseball eclipses 40 million in attendance for 14th 
consecutive season 

By Bill Baer 

Minor League Baseball announced on Wednesday that, for the 14th consecutive season, the league has 
eclipsed 40 million in total attendance. 20 teams set single-game attendance records and seven teams 
set franchise records for single-game attendance in their current parks. 

ESPN’s Keith Law, who has been covering the minor leagues for quite a while, did the math: 

Attendance at minor league games in 2018 topped 40 million. Minor league teams don't pay player 
salaries, so that's almost all pure profit. But even at an average ticket price of $5, that's over $30,000 per 
minor league player, 4-5 times what A-ball players make. 

Minor League Baseball president and CEO Pat O’Conner, whose most prominent stint in the public eye 
involved him disingenuously justifying the underpaying of his players, said, “Minor League Baseball 
continues to be the best entertainment value in sports, and these numbers support that. For us to top 
40 million fans for the 14th consecutive season despite the weather challenges our teams faced in April 
and May is a testament to the continued support of our loyal fan bases and the creative promotions and 
hard work done by all of our teams across the country.” 

Major and Minor League Baseball are quite happy to make money hand over fist on the backs of their 
players, but are too cheap to pay them adequately for their labor. 

 

 

https://www.milb.com/milb/news/minor-league-baseball-attendance-reaches-nearly-405-million-in-2018/c-295081672?tcid=tw_article_295081672
https://mlb.nbcsports.com/2018/03/22/milb-president-pat-oconner-says-teams-would-contract-if-minor-league-players-had-to-be-paid-more/
https://mlb.nbcsports.com/2018/03/22/congress-passes-bill-depriving-minor-leaguers-of-minimum-wage-rights/
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NL has better record than AL in interleague play for first time since 2003 

By Bill Baer 

Jeff Sullivan of FanGraphs pointed out that, for the first time since 2003, the National League will best 
the American League interleague play this year. As of his writing on Monday, the NL had won 151 games 
and there are 300 interleague games scheduled per season, so win No. 151 clinched the better record. 

The AL’s dominance over the NL has been well-known through the very unscientific use of All-Star game 
results. Presently, the AL has won each of the last six Midsummer Classics and had a 12-game winning 
streak from 1997-2009, excluding the 2002 tie. The NL will look to put that ignominious streak to an end 
next year when the All-Star Game and related festivities are held at Progressive Field in Cleveland. 

Due to teams committing to rebuilding or just outright tanking, the AL is more lopsided record-wise than 
the NL this season. The AL has the 103-win Red Sox and the 95-win Astros who will also likely cross into 
triple-digit wins. But the AL also has the 106-loss Orioles and 99-loss Royals, who went a combined 11-
26 in interleague play. Entering Wednesday, 10 of 15 NL teams were at .500 or above and only the 
Marlins and Padres crossed the 90-loss threshold (92 each). 

 

    FROM SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE      

Shohei Ohtani the brightest star for the glittering — but losing — Angels 

By Bruce Jenkins 

About two hours before the game, with a few hundred people in the stands and only the 20-odd 
Japanese photographers paying much attention, the Angels’ Shohei Ohtani stepped into the Coliseum 
batting cage for batting practice Tuesday night. It was quite a show. 

Like so many smart, thoughtful hitters, he spent his entire first round hitting line drives to the opposite 
field. No launch-angle obsession for Ohtani; there are many levels to his approach. 

As the session went on, the man began to blow minds. He hit an ordinary-looking flyball that landed in 
the left-center-field bleachers. He hit a dead-pull rocket into the right-field bleachers. Warming to the 
majesty of his power, he unleashed a drive that bounced off the green seats high above the field in dead 
center — just below the Mount Davis boxes — probably good for a 460-foot measurement in game 
action. 

So began the curious juxtaposition of talent as the Angels beat the A’s 9-7 in the opener of a three-game 
series. Oakland has future stars all over the field, notably Matt Chapman and Matt Olson, plus Khris 
Davis, who would be a legitimate MVP candidate if enough voters had any idea who he is. This is a 
young, gifted team headed for the playoffs and that most unlikely of scenarios, facing the New York 
Yankees in the American League’s wild-card game. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/death-of-a-14-year-streak/
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The Angels, a lamentable 20 games out of first place, have the type of star power you’d associate with a 
World Series winner. Ohtani is an international celebrity who could finish the season hitting around .300 
with 25 homers, an astounding feat for someone whose split-screen talents find him (when healthy) 
throwing 100-mph pitches. There hasn’t been a player like him since Babe Ruth — let that sink in, 
because it’s sotrue — and a Rookie of Year award would be the perfect climax to his amazing season. 

“There are some terrific rookies coming up here who are having some great seasons,” manager Mike 
Scioscia said. “But to do what Shohei did is on a different level. Not just the way he’s hitting the ball now 
but the way he pitched earlier, the way he’s running the bases. He’s doing everything you could 
imagine.” 

Mike Trout is simply the best player in the game, and for him, the Yankee-legend comparisons drift 
toward Mickey Mantle. Trout even looks like the Mick out there sometimes, country-strong and 
performing every skill at the highest level. His calling card, though, is a tightly compact, uppercut swing 
that sends line drives howling into the night. His fourth-inning homer, off the A’s Daniel Mengden, got 
over the left-field fence in a great big hurry. 

Then there’s shortstop Andrelton Simmons, who has plenty of company in the best-shortstop argument 
— in the American League alone, there’s Francisco Lindor, Carlos Correa and Xander Bogaerts — but 
cannot be ignored. He makes logic-defying plays in the field and rakes at the plate, hammering a double 
and two singles to finish the evening at .298. On top of it all, future Hall of Famer Albert Pujols (who did 
not play) still shows flashes of the old power. 

A’s manager Bob Melvin didn’t need to be told any of this. “They’re a good team,” he said before the 
game. “Look at the run differential, the guys in the middle of the order, and the manager has done a 
great job with the pitching staff, like he’s done his whole career. We probably drew ’em at the wrong 
time.” 

What they drew, more than anything, was a nasty episode of bad luck. 

In the midst of the Angels’ six-run sixth inning (with shades of batting practice for Ohtani, punching a 
single to left), the bases were loaded when Simmons lofted a foul fly toward the visitors’ bullpen — and 
some knucklehead fan pretended to be in the game, reaching 2 feet over the railing to deflect it away 
from Stephen Piscotty. 

There was no guarantee that Piscotty, slamming on the brakes after a long sprint, would make the catch, 
but this was a clear case of fan interference. It wasn’t called, nor did a replay review bring justice, and 
you wondered: Interference would have meant the second out. The runner on third base, Jose 
Fernandez, surely would have scored with Piscotty having to wheel and make an off-balance throw to 
the plate. As such, the Angels would have been awarded a run. The New York-based umpires made the 
absolute wrong decision, but in doing so, they steered clear of a second controversy. 

Simmons, given a second life, lined a two-run single. For A’s reliever Lou Trivino, the nightmare was just 
beginning. He hit Taylor Ward to load the bases, and Kaleb Cowart, who hadn’t homered in 35 big-
league games this year, belted a grand slam that carried the distinct hint of finality. 
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It was a night of scoreboard-watching for a paltry crowd (15,031), and as the Yankees scored a 3-2 win 
over the Red Sox, Aaron Judge returned to the New York lineup after a lengthy absence, drilling a 112-
mph line drive (caught, in right field) in his first at-bat. There’s a lot more star power in the A’s future, 
amid mounting suspense. 

                 FROM BALLPARK DIGEST      

Inland Empire, Angels Extend Player Development Contract 

By John Shea 

Another renewal that’s not a surprise: the Inland Empire 66ers (High A; California League) and the Los 
Angeles Angelsextended their player-development contract (PDC) through the 2022 season. 

“We are delighted to continue our amazing relationship with the Angels for at least four more seasons,” 
Inland Empire General Manager Joe Hudson said. “We are so thankful to work with all the great people 
in the Angels front office and player development departments beginning with General Manager Billy 
Eppler and his entire staff. The job that he, Mike LaCassa, Mike Gallego and Chad Tracy, among many 
others, do is appreciated by the 66ers and our fans. The 66ers are proud that the Angels have their 
future ballplayers come through San Manuel Stadium. We are also very pleased the Angels feel our 
operation is worthy of sending big league rehabbers to us consistently, including in 2017 when we 
welcomed their greatest player ever in Mike Trout.” 

“The Los Angeles Angels are excited to extend our relationship with the Inland Empire 66ers for at least 
the next four seasons,” Angels’ Director of Minor League Operations Mike LaCassa said. “This is a strong 
partnership and we’re grateful to Dave Elmore, Joe Hudson and the rest of the 66ers staff for their 
continued support.” 

Roughly one third of the Angels roster (both 40-man and current) is made up of former 66ers during 
their minor league playing days. When coupled with players that have spent time with Inland Empire on 
MLB injury rehab assignments, 26 players on the Angels roster (including 60-day DL) have donned a 
Sixers uniform. Over the course of the PDC, the Angels will become the longest tenured MLB affiliate in 
San Bernardino professional baseball history. 

You can read more about the current state of affiliations on our Affiliate Dance page. We expect a 
number of player development contracts to be renewed in the coming week, but there are always 
intriguing openings at every level of baseball. As you can see on the Affiliate Dance page, we’re now at 
the point where MLB and MiLB teams can search for new affiliation options, so there’s always a shuffle 
of sorts at the end of the season. 

    FROM MLB.COM        

Youth is served: Each club's best rookie in 2018* 

Each year, a new group of rookies sets out to make a mark in the Major Leagues, and in 2018, many of 
these young players have made history with their performances. They're fueling clubs during postseason 
races, as well as giving fans a glimpse of what's to come in the years ahead. 

https://ballparkdigest.com/200905261902/minor-league-baseball/news/affiliate-dance-2012
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With the aid of all 30 MLB.com beat writers, here's a look at each team's best rookie this season: 

AL WEST 

Angels: Shohei Ohtani 
A rocky Spring Training created some questions about how Ohtani's talent would translate to the 
Majors, but he quickly erased those doubts once the regular season began. For two months, he dazzled 
as a two-way phenom for the Angels, emerging as a dominant right-handed pitcher with a triple-digit 
fastball and devastating splitter and an impact left-handed bat with impressive raw power. An elbow 
injury derailed his magical season and led to a Tommy John surgery recommendation earlier this month, 
but it hasn't prevented Ohtani from continuing to hit. He is the first player to log 10 pitching 
appearances and hit 20 home runs in a season since Babe Ruth in 1919, making him a front-runner for 
the AL Rookie of the Year Award. 

Astros: Max Stassi  
Stassi made his Major League debut during the Astros' 111-loss season of 2013, and he has bounced 
between the big leagues and Triple-A each season since while maintaining his rookie status. He's spent 
most of this year as Houston's backup catcher to Brian McCann, and he is hitting .233 with eight homers 
and 27 RBIs through 85 games. Stassi was on pace to catch more games than McCann, who missed a 
chunk of time with knee surgery, and Martin Maldonado, who was acquired in a July trade and cost 
Stassi significant playing time down the stretch. 

Athletics: Lou Trivino  
Trivino has been an absolute godsend for what's become a deep and dangerous Oakland bullpen, 
arriving in late April and quickly taking over setup duties behind All-Star closer Blake Treinen with a 
high-90s fastball and a mid-90s cutter -- a devastating duo. The flamethrowing right-hander 
singlehandedly bridged the gap for much of the first half before the midseason arrivals of Jeurys 
Familia, Shawn Kelley and Fernando Rodney, working multiple innings more times than not. Center 
fielder Ramon Laureano, who has been superb on both sides of the ball since his August promotion, also 
deserves consideration. 

Mariners: Daniel Vogelbach  
The 25-year-old first baseman made the Opening Day roster after a huge spring, then was sent down 
when he struggled at the plate in April. But after putting up good numbers again in Triple-A, Vogelbach 
has flashed his power potential with a couple of big home runs this week as a September callup, 
including a game-winning pinch-hit grand slam to beat the Astros on Monday. 

Rangers: Ronald Guzman  
This is a tossup between Guzman and Isiah Kiner-Falefa, who did a terrific job in a utility role that 
included time at catcher. But Guzman has emerged as the Rangers' first baseman of the future by 
showing power, run production and superb defensive ability. There is still more improvement and 
development needed, but Guzman is among the AL rookie leaders in home runs and RBIs. His 
emergence also allowed Joey Gallo to take over in left field, which had been a troubled spot for Texas. 

*Article cut to only include AL West-related material. 
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    FROM ESPN.COM        

Who needs October? The best moment for each out-of-it MLB team 

By Sam Miller 

The end of the baseball season began March 31, when the Miami Marlins' record dropped to 1-2 and 
their playoff odds at FanGraphs dropped to 0 percent. Not zero rounded down from 0.4, but 0.0. 

One by one, other teams have followed: The White Sox on April 10, the Reds and Tigers on April 15 ... 
until the most recent "eliminations," the Giants and Pirates on Sept. 3, the 14th and 15th teams to hit 
zeroes. None of these teams was technically eliminated on that date, but about as many teams come 
back from 0.0 as you'd expect. Indeed, of the first 15 teams to hit 0.0 this year, none has clawed back to 
even 1 percent at any point in the subsequent months or weeks. 

The first 15 have collectively played about 1,200 games, more than a quarter of a major league season, 
under the threat of nothing. But they play those games out of something more than obligation; they 
play them because there remains some potential to add to the pool of happiness in the sport. 

So for each dead team, we picked a day -- or a play, or a moment -- this season when the neurons fired 
and the brain was faintly alive. 

Aug. 6: Los Angeles Angels 
Record since: 19-19 
Post-zero high point: Shohei Ohtani's Sept. 5 hitting 

That was the day Ohtani and the Angels announced new damage to his UCL, just a couple of days after 
his velocity plummeted in the early innings of a nationally televised game. Ohtani's pitching had been a 
sensation, as his extreme velocity and swing-and-miss secondary pitches had suggested he could be one 
of the best pitchers in baseball, even if he's not quite yet. Then, this: one of the bleakest days in the 
Angels' season. 

That night, Ohtani was the DH. He went 4-for-4 with two home runs. It turned out that the great 
potential of a two-way star wasn't whatever unrealistic scenario we had been imagining -- jogging in 
from his position in right field to strike out the other team's slugger, or whatever -- but this much more 
pragmatic one: an ace pitcher felled by injury, but because he can do other things too!, still a star. 
Including that night, Ohtani is hitting .378/.472/.778 since his other season ended. By OPS+, he has been 
the fifth-best hitter in baseball this year. 

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/mia/miami-marlins
https://www.fangraphs.com/standings/playoff-odds
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