
 
 

WHITE SOX HEADLINES OF DECEMBER 5, 2018 
“Report: White Sox felt best way to pitch future Hall of Famer Bryce Harper was with current Hall of Fame 
Jim Thome”… Vinnie Duber, NBC Sports Chicago   
“White Sox’s pitch to Bryce Harper includes sending Jim Thome to visit the free agent in Las Vegas” … 
Mark Gonzales, Chicago Tribune  
“Report: Thome talks up White Sox with Bryce Harper” … Scot Gregor, Daily Herald 

Report: White Sox felt best way to pitch future Hall of Famer Bryce Harper was with current Hall of 
Fame Jim Thome    
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 4, 2018 
 
The race for Bryce Harper is on. And while information regarding the running order is hard to come by, the 
White Sox reportedly have a bib. 
 
It's been just about a month since the initial report of their interest in signing Harper, the biggest fish in this 
winter's free-agent pond who's expected to receive the richest contract in baseball history. Flurries of other 
reports have painted the White Sox offseason as an aggressive one as they are perhaps looking to infuse 
their rebuilding effort with one of the game's best players. 
 
Well, we have at least a couple more details on the White Sox pursuit of Harper from Yahoo Sports' Jeff 
Passan and Tim Brown. Apparently the White Sox are one of about 12 teams who have already met with 
or plan to meet with Harper in Las Vegas, his hometown and the site of this month's Winter Meetings. The 
South Siders must be in the former category because Passan and Brown added that they used Jim Thome 
as part of their pitch. 
 
What better way to try to lure a future Hall of Famer to your team than with a current Hall of Famer? 
 
Of course, the biggest news in Passan and Brown's report is that the Los Angeles Dodgers used a similar 
strategy, sending owner and sports icon Magic Johnson to pitch Harper on the wonders of Southern 
California. Thome didn't have the surf to sell, obviously, but he's as much of an expert as you'll find on the 
benefits of putting on a White Sox uniform. He spent four seasons on the South Side, witnessed firsthand 
the aftermath, if not the actual event, of a World Series winning team and can speak to getting the royal 
treatment in his post-playing career. The team put him in the front office upon his retirement and showered 
him with deserved praise in celebrating his Hall of Fame induction this past summer. 
 
Thome can also speak to playing for the team considered by some the favorite to land Harper, the 
Philadelphia Phillies. The White Sox acquired him in a trade with the Phillies after his third year in the City 
of Brotherly Love. You'd have to imagine, as a representative of the White Sox, he had more good things 
to say about Chicago. 
 
It's hard to get a sense of the timing of Harper's decision or the specific frontrunners from the details in this 
report. You'd have to imagine Harper's decision won't come before the Winter Meetings, giving him a 
chance to meet with however many of baseball's 30 clubs want to pitch him when they all descend on Sin 
City. As for which of those teams already have or have plans to? The White Sox were mentioned alongside 
the Dodgers, Philadelphia Phillies and New York Yankees in that roughly 12-team group. The Cubs, San 



Diego Padres, Washington Nationals, Houston Astros and St. Louis Cardinals were name dropped in the 
report, as well. 
 
Regardless of who they're from, the White Sox will surely be competing against extremely lucrative offers, 
though with all the reports about their aggressiveness, it makes sense their's would be, too. After all, it'd be 
hard to be in on Harper if you weren't willing to hand out one of the biggest contracts ever, and the White 
Sox have been touting their financial flexibility, general manager Rick Hahn's preferred phrase to explain 
the fact that the team has hardly any long-term financial commitments to speak of. 
 
The biggest hurdle seems to be their pitch of planned future success as opposed to pitches of immediate, 
championship-caliber rosters that Harper could join. The White Sox rebuild still has big league success as 
coming a year or two down the road, and even with a talent as immense as Harper's, would they even be 
a playoff team in 2019? Compare that to, say, the Yankees, who won 100 games last year and have an All-
Star type player at most of the positions on the field. Joining that, if the money were equal, would seem 
difficult to pass up. 
 
But Hahn, for one, believes the White Sox loaded farm system and the bright future it's planned to yield is 
a darn good selling point, too. 
 
And having a Hall of Famer like Thome as the pitchman can't hurt, either. 
 

 
White Sox’s pitch to Bryce Harper includes sending Jim Thome to visit the free agent in Las Vegas  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 4, 2018 
 
The White Sox aren’t letting the state of their rebuild stand in the way of having lofty ambitions. 
 
Hall of Fame slugger Jim Thome flew to Las Vegas last month as part of the organization’s sales pitch to 
marquee free-agent slugger Bryce Harper, a source confirmed Tuesday. 
 
While the Sox rebuild is far from complete, the need is great for Harper, a six-time All-Star right fielder who 
has averaged 33 home runs over the last four seasons and could command a lengthy contract in excess 
of $33 million annually. 
 
Harper would fit in nicely in a currently unoccupied right field and emerge as the centerpiece of a franchise 
loaded with high-level prospects destined to reach in the majors in the next two seasons. He has seven full 
seasons of major-league experience but just turned 26 in October. 
 
What the Sox currently lack in recent success is offset by their available money. They have only $17 million 
earmarked for four players, and four arbitration-eligible players are scheduled to earn $31 million. 
 
The Sox, of course, face stiff competition with the Yankees, Phillies and Nationals emerging as strong 
suitors for Harper. 
 
Earlier this month, Harper’s name was posted with his No. 34 and the Sox logo on a board at the United 
Center. 
 
The participation of Thome, who serves as a special assistant to general manager Rick Hahn, was first 
reported by Jeff Passan of Yahoo Sports. Bruce Levine of WSCR-AM 670 detailed the Sox’s visit was on 
Nov. 19, during which officials stressed the organization’s youth and long-term mission. 
 
The Cubs, who have been linked to Harper for several seasons, haven’t revealed if they have interest in 
him. But they would need to clear some salary space to sign Harper. 
 
Speculation regarding the Cubs’ interest has been heightened by social media photos of Cubs slugger Kris 
Bryant, Harper and their wives — all Las Vegas natives.  



 
Report: Thome talks up White Sox with Bryce Harper  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | December 4, 2018 
 
Is the impossible dream soon to become stunning reality? 
 
Are the White Sox willing to spend $300 million -- or more -- over 10 years to land star free agent Bryce 
Harper? 
 
Speaking to people in the know with the Sox the past two years, the strong feeling here remains the same. 
Yes, the rebuilding White Sox have plenty of room on the payroll but no, they are not interested in going 
$30 million-plus annually on a single player. 
 
That is the perception, but general manager Rick Hahn has been trying to break "myths" about the way the 
Sox do business since he traded Chris Sale and Adam Eaton two years ago, officially launching a needed 
rebuild. 
 
"Being competitive in free agency and targeting big-ticket items and hopefully converting on them is going 
to be the next logical step when the time is right," Hahn said. "Anyone who doubts that this organization will 
break from past perception or past process, I think the evidence is there that the old standard has fallen 
apart." 
 
Time will tell if the White Sox convert on Harper, but Yahoo Sports reported Hall of Famer Jim Thome, 
Hahn's special assistant, helped the club try to lure the 26-year-old outfielder when he recently met with 
Harper in his hometown of Las Vegas. 
 
Hahn declined to comment on the report Tuesday. 
 
Considering playoff-caliber teams like the Dodgers, Astros, Yankees, Phillies, Cubs and Cardinals are also 
interested in Harper, the Sox's pursuit could be futile. 
 
And even if they were willing to meet his contractual demands, would Harper accept? 
 
On the flip side, at least it shows they are willing to go after big-money talent. 
 
"I do feel, as we look at this market, and obviously I've seen or heard the vast amount of rumors about our 
activity, I think it's important to note that we are by no means losing sight of what we're trying to accomplish 
over the long term," Hahn said. "The long term remains the priority. We aren't looking to do stopgap fixes, 
so to speak. In this free-agent market, there are potential opportunities to convert on premium talent that 
would fit along with what we're trying to develop for the long term." 
 
As they are currently assembled, the White Sox don't figure to be ready to make a playoff push until 2020. 
Adding a player like Harper would likely change that time frame. 
 
"Usually when you look at a rebuild, entering Year 3, as we are, isn't necessarily the time teams push ahead 
in a winter and try to advance things and accelerate things unnaturally, and that's not what we're going to 
do," Hahn said. "We're going to stick with the long-term plan. But if, in fact, there is an opportunity to convert 
on unique talent when it becomes available that fits that long-term plan, then yes, we're going to be 
aggressive and fully explore it. 
 
"But short of those opportunities, we're not going to just aggressively look to do things that don't necessarily 
fit with where we are as an organization and what we're trying to accomplish over the long term. We've 
worked too hard to put ourselves in a quality position long term, and we're not going to sacrifice that in one 
off-season just to make some headlines." 
 



Harper broke in with the Nationals in 2012 at age 19. Over seven seasons, he batted .279/.388/.512 with 
184 home runs and 521 RBI. 
 
The six-time all-star was the National Leagues unanimous MVP in 2015 after slashing .330/.460/.649 with 
42 homers and 99 RBI.  
 


