
Tribe sets K's record; Brantley hits walk-off 1B 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- The Progressive Field crowd rose to its feet and Mike Clevinger paused for a moment behind the mound, collecting himself 

amidst a standing ovation in the second inning on Saturday night. With a strikeout of the Red Sox's Jackie Bradley Jr., Clevinger put the 2018 

Indians into the record books. 
 

Clevinger's called strikeout of Bradley in the Indians' 5-4, 11-inning win marked the 200th punchout of the season for the Indians' starter, 

making Cleveland the only team in Major League history to have four pitchers reach that milestone in the same campaign. Michael Brantley 

then capped off the historic day with a bases-loaded walk-off single that set off an on-field mob scene. 

 

"It's an outstanding accomplishment," Brantley said of the rotation's record. "Those guys have been out there all year. They've been our horses, 

staying healthy for the most part, and going out there and giving us solid innings day in and day out. We're very appreciative of what they did. 

It's a team effort from top to bottom." 

Clevinger joined ace Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco and Trevor Bauer in the 200-K club for the American League Central champions. 

The 2013 Tigers (Anibal Sanchez, Max Scherzer and Justin Verlander), 1969 Astros (Larry Dierker, Tom Griffin and Don Wilson) and the '67 
Twins (Dave Boswell, Dean Chance and Jim Kaat) were the only previous teams to have three pitchers reach 200 strikeouts in the same 

season. The 2017 Indians came close, but Bauer (196 strikeouts) fell just short of joining Kluber (265) and Carrasco (226). 

 

"I think that speaks to their work ethic, too," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "They prepare so well and they stay out there -- and it was 

kind of a cool thing to see. It kind of snuck up on me tonight when it happened, but those guys ought to be proud of themselves." 

 

The Astros currently have two pitchers (Gerrit Cole and Verlander) in the 200-K club, with Charlie Morton (195) on the cusp of reaching the 

benchmark, too. Morton is slated to start against the Angels on Sunday. 

 

This is the second season in a row that Cleveland's pitchers have made history. Last year, the Indians' staff as a whole set a single-season 
record for WAR (31.9 per Fangraphs) and became the only team in MLB history to average more than 10 strikeouts per nine innings. This 

year's Astros (10.5 K/9) are on pace to surpass the 2017 Tribe (10.1) in that category. 

 

We are the 1st team in Major League history to have 4 starting pitchers record 200 or more strikeouts in a single season.#RallyTogether 

 

"It's the year after they set the record for WAR, among other things," said Indians reliever Cody Allen. "That's impressive. The writing's been on 

the wall for years. Any rotation that's headed up by a guy named Corey Kluber, who's got a couple Cy Youngs, guys just follow his lead. Then 

you have elite talents like Clev and Bauer, Cookie." 

 

Heading into Saturday, the Indians' rotation led the Majors in WAR (21.6), with Bauer (tied for second at 6.0), Carrasco (fifth at 5.0), Kluber 
(sixth at 4.9) and Clevinger (seventh at 4.3) all in the top 10 in the American League. Bauer (12-6, 2.21 ERA and 217 strikeouts) and Kluber 

(19-7, 2.93 ERA and 205 strikeouts) are in the conversation for the AL Cy Young Award, with Carrasco (16-9, 3.35 ERA and 217 strikeouts) 

right behind them. 

 

Overall on the night, Clevinger allowed two runs -- via solo homers by Rafael Devers and Blake Swihart -- but walked away with a no-decision 

after working five innings. The right-hander sidestepped the potential harm of five walks and ended with six strikeouts, giving him 202 on the 

season with one start remaining before the playoffs. 

 

Clevinger appreciated the crowd's reaction to his achievement. 

 
"It was a big moment in the game," Clevinger said. "I was fired up about [the situation]. Then I looked up and realized what happened, and I 

was like, 'Oh, gosh, that is the 200th,' and I had to step back and I wanted to get locked back in before I got back on the mound. 

 

"It's special. A lot of people are going to say it's our division or whatever the case may be, but it's a lot of work, a lot of effort, and a lot of 

process that went into all of our stories and the way we got here. I'm just proud to be a part of this." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Running wild: Yan Gomes got the 11th inning started with a leadoff single and was replaced at first by the fleet-footed Rajai Davis. Greg Allen 

followed with a single to put two on for Francisco Lindor, who was looking to use a sacrifice bunt to advance the runners. Davis and Allen 

rendered that strategy moot by pulling off a double steal. The Red Sox intentionally walked Lindor, setting the table for Brantley's game-winning 
hit. 

"Raj really did a good job," Francona said. "You know, he's still, at this age, he's fast, but he's smart out there. He didn't feel comfortable at first. 

He knew Greg was bunting, but then [after Allen's single], he knew he could get third. And Frankie did a good job pulling back." 

 

Miller time: Relief ace Andrew Miller took another step forward on Saturday night by logging a season-high 31 pitches over 1 2/3 innings, in 

which he had one walk, one strikeout and one hit allowed. It marked the most pitches for Miller since he threw 39 in Game 5 of the AL Division 

Series last year, and the most in a regular-season setting since throwing 31 on May 15 last season. Miller was charged with one run after Tribe 

lefty Brad Hand surrendered a two-run, game-tying single to Andrew Benintendi in the eighth. 

 

"The good part was he got to 30 pitches," Francona said. "I thought he pitched better as he got into his outing, I didn't think it was his best stuff 
we've seen. But again, he's been in three out of four days and he was hot last night. So again, it's good. We're able to do some things you 

couldn't even think of a while back." 

 



SOUND SMART 

Jose Ramirez drew three walks in the victory, giving him 101 on the season for the Tribe. Ramirez joins Bobby Abreu (2001, '04), Jeff Bagwell 

(1997, '99) and Barry Bonds ('92, '95-97) as the only players in MLB history with at least 30 homers, 30 steals, 100 RBIs, 100 runs and 100 

walks in a single season. 

 
HE SAID IT 

"I thought both teams, they played really good baseball and kept playing. A lot of things happened and a lot of things were going on and both 

teams used a lot of players. But they played the game the right way and tried. That was good for us. It was a good crowd, playing a great team, 

and you find a way to win." --Francona, on playing a competitive game when both the Indians and Red Sox have sewn up their playoff 

positioning 

 

UP NEXT 

Right-hander Adam Plutko (4-5, 4.32 ERA) will take the ball for the Indians for Sunday's regular-season home finale against the Red Sox at 

7:05 p.m. ET at Progressive Field. Plutko previously faced Boston on Aug. 23, allowing five runs on five hits with four strikeouts and five walks 

in 4 1/3 innings at Fenway Park. Third baseman Josh Donaldson is expected to be in the lineup for the third consecutive game. 
 

Home runs continue to plague Otero 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- The ninth inning on Friday night encapsulated Dan Otero's season out of the Indians' bullpen. The veteran reliever generated 

four ground balls, including one that led to a double play, but he also surrendered a home run to Boston's Tzu-Wei Lin. 

 

"It was like, 'Man, I got ground balls,'" Otero said prior to Saturday's game against the Red Sox. "One ball hit in the air and it goes over the 

fence. I don't know how to stop that. I wish I did." 

 

As Cleveland inches closer to sitting down and planning out its bullpen for the American League Division Series, Otero is trying to focus on 
process over results. The main reason behind that approach for the reliever is the fact that it is hard to fix something when the solution is not 

clear. 

 

Otero has pored through the data and there is not a discernible answer to his struggles. 

 

His walk rate (0.8 per nine innings) and strikeout rate (6.6 per nine) are better than his career norms (1.3 BB/9 and 5.9 K/9). Otero's pitch 

movement and location are similar to past seasons. His average fastball velocity in 2018 (89.9 mph) is identical to last year. The righty is still 

creating ground balls 58 percent of the time, and he has handled right-handed hitters well enough (.295 weighted on-base average). 

 

Even with all those underlying numbers in line with expectations, Otero entered Saturday with a 5.43 ERA and a career-high 12 home runs 
allowed in 56 1/3 innings. On the season, the pitcher's homer-to-flyball rate is 26.1 percent, which is a dramatic rise over his career showing (13 

percent). Prior to this year, Otero had only allowed 19 home runs in 315 1/3 innings, dating back to 2012. 

 

Left-handed batters, in particular, have given Otero the most trouble. Heading into Saturday, lefties had a .438 wOBA and .682 slugging 

percentage off the reliever. 

 

"Earlier in the year, I was trying to fight, 'Why is this happening?' And it snowballed," Otero said. "And then it was like, 'I can't worry about that. 

I've just got to throw.' My ground-ball percentage is still pretty good, but the home runs are through the roof. I wish I had a concrete answer, but 

I really don't. 

 
"The best way I can explain it is it's baseball and it just happens to be that I'm the guy it's happening to this year. I don't want it to be like that. 

Fortunately, other guys in the bullpen have stepped up." 

 

A year ago, Otero was among the relievers left off the ALDS roster against the Yankees, given that the Indians moved three starting pitchers 

(Mike Clevinger, Danny Salazar and Josh Tomlin) into the bullpen. One starter will likely move to the relief corps this year, but there is a strong 

chance that Otero makes the cut, given his ability to retire righties and create grounders. 

 

Otero is trying not to think that far ahead. 

 

"I don't know what decision it is yet," Otero said. "Honestly, I don't know where I stand. Just to be able to be a part of it is special. I mean, this is 
three years in a row winning the division. That's uncommon this day and age, so you just try to enjoy it. And whatever decision is made, I'll be at 

peace with it and help the team out in any way I can, to be honest with you. I know that sounds cliche, but that's how I feel. 

 

"You just never know. We're in a good spot. They'll be able to pick some good players on this roster. There's a lot of great arms. If I'm a 

cheerleader, I'm going to cheer my ass off." 

 

Worth noting 

• The ALDS does not begin until Oct. 5, but manager Terry Francona said he and his staff have already started researching the Indians' 

potential opponent. Cleveland will open on the road against the winner of the AL West. Francona said he has been focusing on the Astros, who 

carried a 3 1/2-game lead over the A's into Saturday's action. 
 



"That's no dig at anybody else. I've looked at Oakland, too," Francona said. "Just, more Houston, because that's what the odds are. It could 

change, but that's OK. I've actually looked at both. Might as well take the opportunity to do it. You try to be up-to-date as much as you can, but 

then you watch them play and it kind of makes you nervous, because they're good." 

 

• Right-hander Cody Allen has not pitched since Saturday, but Francona said that is part of a planned down period for the late-inning reliever. 
The manager added that Allen would throw a bullpen session on Saturday before being worked back into games over the final week of the 

regular season. Cleveland wanted to ease the pitcher's workload before ramping back up for the playoffs. 

 

• Francona noted that Brandon Guyer has been dealing with a sore right shoulder, explaining why the outfielder was lifted after playing four 

innings on Friday night against the Red Sox. The manager said the team's medical and training staff mapped out a schedule that included 

having Guyer play a "half-game" on Friday. 

 

2018 Indians rotation among best in franchise history 

Ryan Lewis  

CLEVELAND: We’re watching one of the very best pitching staffs the Indians have ever assembled — again. 

After last year’s rotation set franchise records, the 2018 edition has followed closely behind, putting together stellar performances and 
astronomical strikeout numbers. Without question, it’s one of the best rotations the Indians have ever assembled. But where does it stack up 
compared to other Indians rotations? 

This 2018 edition has featured the breakouts of Trevor Bauer as a genuine American League Cy Young candidate and Mike Clevinger and 
Shane Bieber as valuable additions to an already talent-heavy rotation. Add in the second-half surge of Carlos Carrasco, who has been among 
the game’s best since the All-Star break, and the two-time Cy Young Award winner Corey Kluber, and 2018 figures to stack up against any the 
Indians have put together since their inception in 1901. 

And on Saturday, this Indians rotation became the first in baseball history to ever feature four pitchers with at least 200 strikeouts, with Kluber, 
Carrasco, Bauer and Clevinger all accomplishing that feat. In that way, the game has never seen a rotation quite like this one. 

But compared to the best rotations in Indians history? With a week still left in the season, the Indians entered the weekend third in franchise 
history with 21.5 fWAR. Only last year’s rotation (23.2) and the 1965 rotation (22.6, more on that later) have accumulated more fWAR. 

The 2017 and 2018 rotations have been close to one another all season. This year’s iteration has the better ERA (3.45-3.52), but 2017 owns 
the better FIP (3.39-3.43). Unfortunately for this current group, Josh Tomlin’s disaster of a season has lessened the benefits of Clevinger, 
Bieber and Bauer’s breakouts. Kluber has also had a solid 2018 season (19-7, 2.93 ERA, 4.9 fWAR), but it will fall well short of his 2017 Cy 
Young season in which he totaled 7.3 fWAR. 

It’s also possible they make up the best and second-best rotations in franchise history. Looking at different eras, there are several that can 
make a case. 

The first is 1965, which has 2018 beat by fWAR. That rotation was anchored by Sam McDowell, Luis Tiant and Sonny Siebert. McDowell had a 
ridiculous 325 strikeouts to go with a 2.18 ERA that year. Siebert registered 191 strikeouts and a 2.43 ERA, and Tiant posted a 3.53 ERA and 
struck out 152 hitters. Altogether, the rotation posted a 3.09 ERA. That rotation’s 934 combined strikeouts fall well short of 2018′s, though. 

The next is 1954, when the rotation included several of the biggest names in franchise history and three Hall of Famers, including 35-year-old 
Bob Feller, 33-year-old Bob Lemon and 34-year-old Early Wynn. The veteran rotation posted a 2.86 combined ERA but only struck out 521 
hitters. They were among the most effective groups ever assembled in Cleveland despite lacking in strikeout totals — Wynn led the bunch with 
155. 

What about the famed 1995 club that went 100-44 and reached the World Series, ringing in a new era of Indians baseball? Although that team 
slugged its way to the biggest stage in baseball, its rotation was solid but not to the level of challenging the current rotations or those from the 
late ’60s. Veterans Dennis Martinez (3.08 ERA) and Orel Hershiser (3.87) had quality seasons, and Chad Ogea was terrific (3.05 ERA) at the 
age of 24, but they fell short as a group in fWAR (13.9) and by strikeouts — Charles Nagy led the way with 139. 

What if we extend it to a five-year span, searching for the greatest run for an Indians rotation in their history? There are two contenders: 2014-
2018 and 1964-1968. Kluber vs. McDowell. Carrasco vs. Tiant. Bauer vs. Siebert. With a little Mike Clevinger or Danny Salazar vs. Steve 
Horgan or John O’Donoghue sprinkled in. 

The ’60s might have the edge. That group had a better ERA over those five seasons at 3.10. The 2014-2018 edition has a collective 3.76 ERA, 
but it does have the edge in strikeouts — notice a theme here? — with 4,876 compared to 4,645. The difference, of course, is that the Indians 
now have the lineup and the bullpen to match, creating a World Series contender. 

And it certainly seems that 2016-2020 will end up being the best run in franchise history, another testament to the type of talent and control the 
Indians front office has assembled. Kluber, Carrasco, Bauer, Clevinger and Bieber are all under control through at least 2020. The 2017 and 
2018 editions could very well be the best two put together since 1901 and, at the very least, no grouping in Cleveland has ever amassed 
strikeouts at such a high rate. 

Carrasco, Bauer and Clevinger aren’t yet as big of names as Feller or Wynn or McDowell or Tiant. Performance wise, at least, they’ve been 
worth the price of admission, and the Indians are in the middle of a historic run. 
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Indians notebook: Trevor Bauer gets positive reviews from first outing since coming off disabled list 

Ryan Lewis  

CLEVELAND: For the first time in quite a while, Trevor Bauer felt like a little kid again, anxious and excited with nerves. 



That was Thursday night, on the eve of Bauer’s return from the disabled list. He started Friday’s game against the Boston Red Sox, throwing 34 
pitches and getting four outs before walking off to a standing ovation. Bauer was on a strict pitch limit in his first outing back from a stress 
fracture in his right fibula. 

“I couldn’t really sleep [Thursday] night. I had a good bit of adrenaline,” Bauer said. “Generally, I sleep pretty well the night before a start, so it 
was kind of cool to be like a little kid again and looking forward to the tournament on the weekend, or the big game coming up on Saturday, or 
whatever the case is.” 

The reviews were all positive. Bauer allowed two hits, walked one and struck out one. 

“I mean, all things considered, I thought that was at the higher end of expectations,” manager Terry Francona said. “He had pretty good 
velocity. He didn’t command like he will, but I thought he looked pretty damn good. Probably more importantly, he felt good.” 

Bauer’s command actually topped what he was expecting as a pitcher who sometimes needs time to regain his feel. 

“Generally, after a long layoff, I spray balls everywhere,” Bauer said. “I was at least somewhat around the plate [Friday night]. So, I definitely 
was happy with that. Stuff was better than it was in live [batting practice] and I would expect that to be better again next time.” 

That next time will be Tuesday’s start, in which he’s scheduled to throw 60-65 pitches. 

All bark 

Brandon Guyer has played sparingly recently due to a right shoulder issue, according to Francona. Guyer sat out three games prior to 
Thursday, then he appeared in two consecutive games but only played seven combined innings. He was pulled midway through Friday night’s 
game. 

Francona said on Saturday that head athletic trainer James Quinlan only wanted Guyer to play half a game. 

“Just because his shoulder had been barking a little bit,” Francona said. “He hadn’t played in about five days, they just thought it would be — 
instead of going nine, I don’t want to say ease him, but just seemed to make sense.” 

Up and down 

Following a mechanical adjustment in which he focused on getting the ball out of his glove a split-second earlier in his delivery, Cody Allen 
seems to be on the right path. He, too, has been used sparingly recently. 

Allen hasn’t allowed an earned run in September but also has just one appearance since Sept. 12. The Indians have been monitoring his 
workload now that he has his delivery issues worked out. 

“He’s gonna throw a bullpen [session] and he’ll be ready to pitch for us,” Francona said. “I’ll be really glad when we can just go out and try and 
win a game and not, you know, do half the game and this guy is available, this guy’s not.” 
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Indians 5, Red Sox 4 (11): Michael Brantley hits walk-off single in 11th; rotation celebrates history 

Ryan Lewis  

CLEVELAND — The Indians celebrated a walk-off victory and the rotation celebrated some history in a 5-4 walk-off win in 11 innings over the 
Boston Red Sox in front of a sellout crowd at Progressive Field on Saturday night. 

With Drew Pomeranz on the mound in the bottom of the 11th, Yan Gomes beat out an infield single to put the winning run on base, and the 
Indians sent in Rajai Davis as pinch-runner. 

Greg Allen failed to get a bunt down but did one better, singling a 2-2 pitch to the left side. With the winning run in scoring position, Francisco 
Lindor squared around to bunt, but it wasn’t needed. Pomeranz’s pitch was a ball and Davis and Allen pulled off a double steal. Lindor was 
intentionally walked to load the bases with nobody out for Michael Brantley. 

Brantley lined a single to deep left field, easily enough to win it in walk-off fashion. 

Indians starter Mike Clevinger struck out six, enough to top 200 for the season. It made him the fourth Indians starting pitcher to reach 200 
strikeouts for the year, the first time in baseball history that has ever been accomplished, securing the rotation’s place in history. 

Clevinger started the game needing four strikeouts and made history by putting away Jackie Bradley Jr. looking in the second inning. Outside of 
his six strikeouts, Clevinger struggled to find the strike zone. 

He allowed only three hits but walked six batters in his five innings of work, putting himself in difficult situations. The Red Sox got to him for two 
runs, but it surprisingly had nothing to do with the walks. Each time Clevinger gave a Red Sox hitter a free pass, he was able to work his way 
out of the jam. 

Rafael Devers, in the third inning, and Blake Swihart, in the fourth, each launched solo home runs off Clevinger, capping his effectively wild, 
strange outing. 

Clevinger was able to pitch with the lead for most of his outing. Tthe Indians took a 2-0 lead against Red Sox starter Rick Porcello before 
trading runs back and forth. 

In the bottom of the second, Josh Donaldson and Melky Cabrera each singled before Yan Gomes followed with an RBI double off the left-field 
wall to score Donaldson. Lindor then ripped a single to right field that scored Cabrera but Red Sox right fielder J.D. Martinez rifled a throw home 
to nail Gomes at the plate. 

An inning later, Donaldson singled home Jose Ramirez, who walked and advanced to second on a fielder’s choice, to extend the Indians’ lead 
to 3-1. 

Swihart’s home run again made it a one-run game before Gomes reached on an error by Red Sox shortstop Xander Bogaerts and scored on a 
single to right field by Lindor. 

Oliver Perez’s outstanding 2018 season continued with a scoreless sixth inning in which he allowed a hit and struck out two, lowering his ERA 
to 0.87. Andrew Miller continued his road back with 1 2/3 innings of work. Miller threw 31 pitches and gave up a run on one hit and a walk. He 
struck out one. He left the mound with two outs in the eighth and a runner on first. 

Brad Hand took over and quickly gave up a double to Bradley Jr., putting the tying runs in scoring position. Andrew Benintendi scored both with 
a single to left field. He was thrown out at second base by Brantley, but the damage was done. 

Mike Clevinger joins 200-K club; Cleveland Indians only team with four 200-strikeout pitchers 

Paul Hoynes  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Mike Clevinger, on a night when home plate was apparently jumping around, joined the 200-strikeout club to make the 
Indians the only team in history to have four pitchers with 200 or more strikeouts in one season. 

Clevinger reached 200 strikeouts for the first time in his career when Boston center fielder Jack Bradley Jr. was called out on strikes for the 
second out in the second inning. 

In the first two innings, Clevinger threw 47 pitches. He had three walks, four strikeouts and one hit batsman. The Red Sox put the ball in place 
twice. 

Clevinger joins rotation mates Carlos Carrasco (217), Trevor Bauer (215) and Corey Kluber (205) with 200 strikeouts. When Saturday's game 
started, Carrasco was ranked fourth in the AL in strikeouts, Bauer fifth, Kluber seventh and Clevinger ninth. 

Tribe starters entered Saturday's game with 1,012 strikeouts. They ranked second in the big leagues to Houston's 1,058. 

Clevinger has been closing hard on 200 strikeouts. In his last four starts, he punched out 33 batters in 24 2/3 innings. Clevinger's previous high 
was 137 last year. 

Manager Terry Francona lifted Clevinger after five innings with a 4-2 lead. 

Clevinger allowed two runs on three hits. He struck out six, walked five, hit a batter and threw a wild pitch. He threw 103 pitches and has 202 
strikeouts for the season. 
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Ready for October: How much will Josh Donaldson be able to help the Cleveland Indians? 

Paul Hoynes 

With playoff baseball right around the corner, cleveland.com is taking a look at the biggest issues facing Terry Francona and the Cleveland 
Indians. As the 2018 regular season winds down, the answers to these questions will reveal whether or not the Tribe is Ready for October. 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians took a gamble when they traded for Toronto's Josh Donaldson on Aug. 31. He not only hadn't played in a big-
league game since May 28 because of an injury to his left calf, but they had to reconfigure their lineup to make him fit. 

Cleveland Indians vs. Chicago White Sox - September 19, 2018Are the Indians Ready for October?Chuck Crow, The Plain Dealer  

On top of that they didn't give themselves much room for error. First, they put him back on the disabled list right after the deal - drawing the ire 
of teams such as the Yankees and Red Sox - with the idea of turning him loose over the last several games of the regular season. 

Well, the time to unchain the 2015 AL MVP has arrived. Donaldson started at DH Friday night in a 7-5 loss to Boston and he's scheduled to 
start at third base on Saturday and Sunday nights, the final two regular-season home games. The Indians will play the last seven games of the 
season on the road against the White Sox and Royals before an all-but-guaranteed ALDS matchup against Houston. 

Was it a risky proposition to rent Donaldson, a free agent at the end of the year, for a month and change? Probably. But it's obvious 
management felt the offense needed a jolt. So, Donaldson takes over at third base, pushes Jose Ramirez to second, who pushes Jason Kipnis 
to center, who pushes Greg Allen and/or Rajai Davis to the bench or off the ALDS roster. 

One could read the tea leaves this way - Donaldson is a potential offensive upgrade over Kipnis, while Kipnis offers more offense, but less 
defense, than Allen or Davis in center field. And just maybe, the move awakens Ramirez from a slump that has lasted for more than a month 
and cost him a chance at the AL MVP award. 

Donaldson, to date, has shown his calf injury is behind him. On Tuesday against the White Sox, he walked and scored from first on a double by 
Melky Cabrera. On Wednesday, he opened the ninth inning by beating out a dribbler down the third-base line to help set the stage for a game-
winning grand slam by Kipnis. 

Defensively, he's played well, making skidding stops and strong throws across the diamond. 

Josh Donaldson excited to play Tuesday night for Indians 

Friday night against Boston, he reached on an infield single and homered off left-hander Chris Sale. It was second homer since the trade, both 
against lefties, but he's hitting just .217 (5-for-23) with two RBI with the Indians. 

Donaldson says he feels good at the plate. 

"I haven't had the results you look for, but I've hit some balls hard," he said. "As long as my approach and how I'm seeing the ball, my pitch 
recognition, is up to par there's not much more I can ask for. The more consistently I can do that, the more success I'll have." 

Overall, Donaldson is hitting .231 (37-for-160) with 11 doubles, seven homers and 18 RBI in 44 games this year. 

"I think he gets more dangerous, the more he plays," said manager Terry Francona. "You know, playing all weekend will be really good for him. 
And regardless of what his batting average is when this is over, if he shows up in the playoffs and he's that threat, that guy who takes those 
consistent swings, that will be good for us." 

Donaldson said he had to recover from not one, but two calf injuries. Shortly after his rehab began in May with Toronto, he said he reinjured the 
calf. Donaldson said a conversation with his friend, Arizona Cardinal wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald, put him in touch with Dr. Josh Sandell, a 
sports medicine specialist for the Minnesota Vikings. 

"He took me to the next step where I could get back on the field and start moving without pain," said Donaldson. "Initially when I went on the DL 
I thought it would be very minor. When I started doing my rehab in Florida, I ended up having a pretty significant injury to my calf while I was 
doing a rehab assignment. 

"So, to continue to go out there now without pain, to be able to move, and move freely, is a huge step in the right direction for me. To continue 
to do that on an everyday basis is important." 

About two weeks before Toronto traded him to the Indians, Donaldson saw Dr. Sandell for the first time. 

"Two days after I saw him, that was the first time I was able to start running and I ran my farthest distances without pain." 

Donaldson spent almost four years in Toronto. He captured the imagination of Blue Jay fans because of his swagger, power and hustle. His 
stay did not end well. He said if he was writing a book, it's not the way he would have written the last chapter. 

Now Donaldson has a chance to write a new ending with a new team headed to the postseason. He'll have to pound it out because he's on a 
deadline, but it could still make for a good read. 
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Cleveland Indians: Talking winning, attendance, ownership -- Terry Pluto 

Terry Pluto 

ABOUT THE ATTENDANCE 

The Indians will end up drawing a little over 1.9 million fans, slightly less than the 2,048,138 fans they drew last season. 

In other words, it's about the same. 

I've been told the revenue is higher than a year ago -- although I don't know how much. 

There are always two figures when it comes to attendance...how many tickets are sold...and how much money is brought in. 



Tickets sold are made public in the attendance figures. 

Revenue is not. My guess is the Tribe has brought in more dollars than a year ago, but not a huge amount. 

In other words, the Indians held their own at the gate compared to a year ago. 

THE SITUATION IN 2017 

1. Last season, the Indians had decent weather in April (at least compared to 2018) and a 22-game winning streak late in the season. They had 
no summer rainouts. 

2. While the Central Division wasn't strong, on Aug. 1, 2017, the Indians had a 57-48 record. They were leading Kansas City by only two 
games. The Indians were the defending Central Division champions. There was a title chase happening in the Central Division until the Tribe 
started the 22-game winning streak on Aug. 24. 

3. The Indians were coming off a 2016 appearance in the World Series. The 22-game winning streak fired up the belief the team could return to 
the World Series in 2017. It also sparked single-game ticket sales late in the season as fans wanted to be part of the record-breaking streak. 

4. The Tribe went from about 10,000 season tickets in 2016 to about 12,500 in 2017. That was fueled not only by the World Series appearance, 
but the free agent signing of slugger Edwin Encarnacion before the 2017 season. 

THE SITUATION IN 2018 

1. The Indians continued to sell season tickets for 2018 during the 2017 season. By the opening of the 2017 playoffs, the Indians were up to 
about 13,000 season tickets for 2018. 

2. The Indians opened the 2017 playoffs by winning the first two games against the Yankees. Cleveland was the pick by many experts to return 
to the World Series. But the Tribe lost the next three games to New York, and was shockingly eliminated from the playoffs. 

3. The quick postseason exit cooled some of the advance ticket sales for 2018. The way the Indians lost and how quickly it happened was a 
shock and a tough blow to 2018 ticket sales. 

4. The Indians had 12 April home games in 2017. The weather was OK. This April, they had 17 homes games and the weather was frigid. The 
Indians have long had problems selling tickets early in the season, especially on weekdays when the weather is cold. 

5. Because the Central Division was so bad in 2018, there was little drama. By June, it seemed the Tribe already had the Central Division 
clinched -- at least in terms of talent. It seems like Tribe fans have been thinking about and waiting for the playoffs for six months. 

6. The Indians have had a lot of fun games this season. Jose Ramirez, Corey Kluber and Francisco Lindor are true superstars. The team has 
several other stars. They are fun to watch. They just were never challenged this season. 

7. A strong playoff push could certainly bring more fan interest to the team. 

THE REALITY OF CLEVELAND 

1. Some fans will point to the 455-game sellout streak between June 6, 1995 and April 3, 2001 as Cleveland being a great baseball town. 
During that period, that was was true. It also was when the Tribe went into a new stadium, the Browns moved to Baltimore and the Cavs were 
very mediocre. 

2. The Indians had not been to the postseason since 1954 when they made the playoffs in 1995. Many unique circumstances came into place 
to make the Tribe into the best show in town during that late 1990s era. 

3. Last season, the Indians ranked 22nd in attendance. This season, it's 21st. 

4. The Tribe has had to compete with LeBron James and the championship-contending Cavaliers for entertainment dollars from 2014-18. They 
also have the Browns in town, and many fans still show up regardless of the football product. 

5. The Indians drew 2.1 million in 2008. The last two seasons are the best attendance since then. 

6. The Indians play in the No. 19 media market (Cleveland/Akron). They are the smallest market with big league teams in baseball, basketball 
and football. 

7. The two big-time baseball towns this season are St. Louis (No. 4 attendance, 21st market) and Milwaukee (10th attendance, 35th market). 
The only other smaller market than Cleveland ahead of the Tribe in attendance is San Diego (18th in attendance, 28th market). 

8. There's no salary cap in baseball. Major market teams also have far more lucrative regular-season cable TV contracts than places such as 
Cleveland. Nearly every financial factor favors the big markets. That's just a fact. 

SPENDING MONEY 

The Indians have consistently spent more money, especially in the last four seasons. 

Here is the payroll and where it ranked in the majors, according to sportac.com. 

2018: $142 million, 14th. 

2017: $131 million, 18th. 

2016: $105 million, 18th. 

2015: $77 million, 27th. 

So the payroll has nearly doubled in the last four years. That's also as attendance has increased from the 1.5 million area to 2.0 million. 

You can argue why that happens, but the numbers are the numbers. I've always believed Cleveland is far more of a football town than a 
baseball town. 



To say ownership doesn't spend is extremely unfair. 

The Indians have made big moves during the season to add veterans and payroll: Andrew Miller (2016), Jay Bruce (2017), Josh Donaldson 
(2018). There also have been some smaller moves to add payroll and help the roster during the season. 

The Tribe's front office, led by Chris Antonetti and Mike Chernoff, is perhaps the best in baseball. Combine them with future Hall of Fame 
manager Terry Francona and I would say that makes them the premier run franchise in the Majors. 

It's also aided by the Dolan Family and minority owner John Sherman, who treasure stability and create an excellent work environment. 

The ballpark has been remodeled and remains a very comfortable place to watch a game. 

It's hard to ask the franchise to do much more. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

It seems the Cleveland baseball market draws between 1.5 million and 2.0 million fans. 

That has been the attendance from 2013-18. 

In those six years, the Indians have had the overall best record in the American League. They are heading to their fourth postseason 
appearance. The product on the field has ranged from good to exceptional. 

The only missing ingredient is a World Series title. 

But this is a great time to be Tribe fan. 

The Indians are in an interesting position in terms of grabbing back more interest in the Cleveland market. The Browns are the Browns, and 
fans love to complain about them -- and follow them. 

Not sure what impact they have on the Tribe. 

With LeBron James gone, the Cavs will return to being a normal NBA team. They drew pretty well when James was gone the last time (2011-
14). But they obviously sold far more high-priced seats and corporate deals when No. 23 was in town. 

If the Indians can get hot in the playoffs and return to the World Series, that should light a fire under tickets for 2019. 

They also won't have to worry about the casual Cleveland sports fan being fixated on the Cavs in May and June as they march to the Finals -- 
unless they are ready to shock the NBA. 

So the Tribe has a chance in October to capture the heartbeat of the area -- and we'll see if it pays off in ticket sales for 2019. 
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Michael Brantley's walk-off single gives Cleveland Indians' 5-4 win over Boston in 11 innings 

Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Mike Clevinger became the fourth Indians pitcher to reach 200 strikeouts this season on Saturday night, even though he 
didn't know exactly where the ball was going. 

But he threw enough of his pitches over the plate to join teammates Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer and Corey Kluber to become the only team 
in MLB history to have four pitchers with 200 strikeouts in the same season. 

Clevinger was long gone when Michael Brantley hit a game-winning, bases-loaded single to give the Indians a 5-4 walk-off victory over Boston 
in the 11th inning. It ended a game losing streak and temporarily, at least, stopped their September stumble toward the postseason. 

The Indians loaded the bases against Drew Pomeranz, their former No.1 pick, when Yan Gomes and Greg Allen reached on singles. After 
pinch-runner Rajai Davis and Allen pulled off a double steal, Francisco Lindor was intentionally walked. Brantley followed with his single into the 
left-field corner. 

Friday night the Red Sox intentionally walked Lindor in the eighth inning to load the bases and bring Brantley to the plate with two out and a 7-5 
lead.  Brantley, facing lefty Robby Scott, fouled out to left field to end the inning. 

That was on Brantley's mind Saturday when the Red Sox did the same thing in the 11th. There were no outs this time, but he was facing 
another lefty in Pomeranz. 

"That's on my mind every time," said Brantley. "I wasn't happy that I got out, but I had a chance to redeem myself today and we got a W 
because of it." 

Clevinger recorded his 200th strikeout in the second when Jackie Bradley Jr. took a called third strike for the second out. But it was a wild ride 
for Clevinger. In the first three innings he had five walks, five strikeouts, a hit batsman, a wild pitch, threw 75 pitches and allowed one hit -- a 
home run by Rafael Devers. 

"When we took him out, he said, "Are you sure?'" said manager Terry Francona. "I said it seems like you've thrown 140 pitches in a half hour. 
He threw a lot of pitches. He was behind, he was hitting guys, but he was competing. 

"For the most part he kept them off the scoreboard, but he was behind and all over the place. His velocity was terrific, but he didn't really locate 
very well." 

Mike Clevinger joins 200-strikeout club for Indians 

Clevinger allowed two runs on three hits in five innings. He struck out six and left with a 4-2 lead. 

"It was kind of a cool thing to see," said Francona, when asked about a rotation of four 200-strikeout pitchers. "It kind of snuck up on me when it 
happened. Those guys ought to be proud of themselves." 



Said Clevinger, "A lot of people will say it's our division. . whatever the case may be. But there's a lot of work, a lot of effort and there's a lot of 
process that goes into all of our stories and how we got here. I'm just proud to be a part of this and be a part of this rotation. It took a while to 
get into it and you can see why." 

The Indians carried the lead into the eighth when Boston tied it on Andrew Benintendi's two-run single off Brad Hand. 

The Tribe took a 2-0 lead in the second against Rick Porcello on RBI hits by Gomes and Lindor. After Devers homered in the third to make it 2-
1, Josh Donaldson stretched the Tribe's lead to 3-1 with a single in the bottom of the third. 

Lindor made it 4-1 in the fourth with a single to right that scored Gomes, who reached on an error by shortstop Xander Bogearts. Lindor's RBI in 
the second and third innings gave him 89 for the season, the same number he finished last season with. 

Porcello allowed four runs, three earned, in five innings. He struck out one and walked two. 

The pitches 

Clevinger threw 103 pitches, 56 (54 percent) for strikes. Porcello threw 84 pitches, 56 (67 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Red Sox and Indians drew a sellout crowd of 35,095 to Progressive Field. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m. with a temperature of 62 degrees. 

Next 

The Indians end their home season on Sunday night when they play the Red Sox at 7:05 p.m. ESPN, WTAM and WMMS will carry the game. 

Rookie right-hander Adam Plutko (4-5, 5.27) will start for the Indians. The Red Sox announced after Saturday night's game that they will start 
right-hander Hector Velazquez (7-2, 3.18). 
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Cleveland Indians first team in MLB to have 4 pitchers with 200 strikeouts in a single season 

For the first time in MLB History, one team has four starting pitchers who each have two hundred or more strikeouts in a single season. 

Corey Kluber, Trevor Bauer, Carlos Carrasco and Mike Clevinger have helped the Indians to an 85-68 record this season and have clinched 

the AL Central for the third straight year. 

 

The four starters each have 200 strikeouts with Carrasco leading the way with 217. Clevinger passed the 200 strike out mark Saturday night 
against the Boston Red Sox. 

 

Three teams had previously had three pitchers reach the 200 strikeout mark in the same season: the 2013 Tigers, 1969 Astros and 1967 

Twins. 

 

The Indians almost had three last season with Kluber and Carrasco having 265 and 226 respectively, but Bauer was just short at 196. 

 

Last year the Cleveland pitching staff did make history in a different way. They set a single-season record for WAR (31.9 per Fangraphs) and 

averaged more than 10 strikeouts per nine innings. 

 
Brantley single in 11th lifts Indians over Red Sox 5-4 

Steve Herrick, Associated Press Updated 11:51 pm CDT, Saturday, September 22, 2018 

 CLEVELAND (AP) — Michael Brantley kept his cool and delivered for the Cleveland Indians. 

 

Brantley singled in the winning run in the 11th inning, and Cleveland beat the Red Sox 5-4 on Saturday night to delay Boston's bid for a club-

record 106th victory and home-field advantage throughout the postseason. 

 

The sellout crowd of 35,095 was on its feet when Brantley came to bat, but the All-Star said he felt no pressure. 

 
"I try to take every at-bat the same," he said. "I go to the plate trying to make sure I get a good pitch to drive and make it possible to get that 

runner in from third." 

 

Brantley did exactly that and was mobbed by his teammates, who dumped the contents of the dugout water coolers over his head. 

 

"It's a little cold out tonight to be getting Gatorade baths," he said. 

Yan Gomes started the 11th with an infield hit off Drew Pomeranz (2-6), sliding to the bag ahead of first baseman Brock Holt's tag after third 

baseman Rafael Devers' off-line throw. 

Greg Allen singled pinch-runner Rajai Davis to second, the runners executed a double steal and Francisco Lindor was intentionally walked. 

Brantley hit a 1-1 pitch over left fielder Andrew Benintendi and in front of the warning track. 
 

Tyler Olson (2-1) pitched two scoreless innings. 

 

AL East champion Boston (105-50) has matched the team wins record set in 1912. One Boston win or Houston loss would give the Red Sox 

home field throughout the postseason and ensure a Division Series matchup against the wild card winner. 

 

"We'll turn the page tomorrow," manager Alex Cora said. "Drew threw Brantley a breaking ball up in the zone." 

 



Benintendi tied the score 4-4 with a two-run single in the eighth off Brad Hand after Mitch Moreland's leadoff single and Jackie Bradley Jr.'s 

double against Andrew Miller, who had pitched a scoreless seventh. Benintendi was thrown out trying for a double by Brantley in left. 

 

Mike Clevinger struck out six in five innings and raised his total to 202, making the Indians the first team in major league history to have four 

pitchers reach 200 in the same season. Carlos Carrasco (217), Trevor Bauer (215) and Corey Kluber (205) are the others. 
 

"It was kind of a cool thing to see," Cleveland manager Terry Francona said. "It kind of sneaked up on me tonight when it happened, but those 

guys ought to be proud of themselves." 

 

Devers and Blake Swihart hit solo home runs off Clevinger, who walked five and threw 103 pitches. 

 

Francisco Lindor had run-scoring singles in the second and fourth. Josh Donaldson had two hits, including an RBI single in the third. 

 

Rick Porcello allowed four runs — three earned— in five innings. 

 
Mookie Betts was out of the lineup for the second straight night. Xander Bogaerts, Benintendi and Bradley returned after not starting Friday. 

Martinez, the major league leader in RBIs, was in right field after being a designated hitter Friday. 

 

Betts, who leads the majors with a .339 batting average, hasn't played right field since leaving Sunday's game with soreness in his left side. He 

didn't play Tuesday and was the designated hitter Wednesday and Thursday. 

 

Devers homered for the second straight night in the third. Swihart led off the fourth with a line drive that cleared the wall in right field. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Cora was encouraged by Boston's rally against Miller and Hand. 
 

"Those were good at-bats," he said. "Who knows, we might face them later on in October, so it's good to face them — and also good to be 

successful against them." 

 

TAKE A BREAK 

Cody Allen, the Indians' closer most of the season, hasn't pitched since Cleveland clinched the division a week ago. Francona wanted he right-

hander to rest to prepare for the postseason. Francona said Allen will throw a bullpen in the next couple of days and resume a normal workload 

during the final trip. 

 

MANAGER'S SUMMIT 
Francona and Cora talked briefly on the field during batting practice. Cora played four years in Boston while Francona managed the Red Sox, 

and the two have become close friends. 

 

STILL A GO 

Bauer is scheduled to start Tuesday in Kansas City and is expected to throw between 60-65 pitches. He pitched 1 1/3 innings and threw 34 

pitches Friday in his first appearance since Aug. 17, when his right leg was broken by a line drive. 

 

UP NEXT 

Indians RHP Adam Plutko (4-5, 5.27 ERA) is to take the mound in Cleveland's regular-season home finale. RHP Hector Velazquez (7-2, 3.18 

ERA) will start for the Red Sox. 
 

Indians 5, Red Sox 4 (11): Michael Brantley walks it off in front of sellout crowd 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 23, 2018 | Updated 2:28 a. m. 

CLEVELAND — It was about as good as it gets for the sellout crowd of 35,095 fans at Progressive Field on Saturday night. 

 

They got to see free baseball — extra innings — and the Indians sent them home with a win over the best team in the majors, the Boston Red 

Sox. 

 

After squandering an opportunity in the 10th inning, Cleveland came through in the 11th, beating Boston 5-4 on Michael Brantley’s walk-off 

single over the head of left fielder Andrew Benintendi. 
 

“I thought both teams, they played really good baseball and kept playing,” manager Terry Francona said. “A lot of things happened, a lot of 

things were going on and both teams used a lot of players, but they played the game the right way. 

 

“I think that was good for us. It was a good crowd, we played a great team and you find a way to win. So there was a lot of good stuff.” 

 

For the second straight night, the Red Sox walked Francisco Lindor to get to Brantley with the game on the line. This time he delivered. 

 

“I wasn’t happy that I got out (Friday), of course,” said Brantley, who fouled out in the eighth inning of a 7-5 loss. “But at the same time, I got a 

chance to redeem myself today and we got a ‘W’ because of it. 
 

“It never gets old. I like winning, so to go out and get it done for your team, there’s no better feeling.” 

 



It was a brief outing for Indians starter Mike Clevinger, who allowed a pair of solo home runs over five innings. The right-hander struggled with 

command, walking five and hitting a batter — all within the first three innings. 

 

“When we took him out he said, ‘Are you sure?’ And I said, ‘Man, I feel like you threw 140 pitches in a half hour,’” Francona said. “That was a 

lot of pitches. And he was behind, hitting guys, but he competed. For the most part, he came out and kept them off the scoreboard, but he was 
pitching behind and he was kind of all over the place. Velocity was terrific but just didn’t really locate very well.” 

 

Clevinger was able to record his 200th strikeout, joining Trevor Bauer, Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco to give the Indians four pitchers to hit 

that milestone in the same season — the first time it has happened in the majors. 

 

Only eight big league pitchers have reached the 200-strikeout level this year and Cleveland has half of them. 

 

“It’s special,” Clevinger said. “A lot of people are gonna say it’s our division or whatever the case may be, but there’s a lot of process that went 

into all of our stories and how we got here. I’m just proud to be a part of this and part of this starting rotation. It took a while to get into and you 

can see why.” 
 

“That’s an outstanding accomplishment,” Brantley said. “Those guys have been out there all year, have been our horses. We’re very 

appreciative of what they’ve done.” 

 

The Indians had a solid approach against Red Sox starter and 2016 AL Cy Young award winner Rick Porcello. 

 

Cleveland scored four times in the first four innings off the right-hander, who, like Clevinger, only lasted five innings. 

 

An RBI double from Yan Gomes and a two-out single from Lindor put the Indians in front 2-0 in the second. 

 
After Clevinger allowed his first solo shot to Rafael Devers in the third, Josh Donaldson put Cleveland back up by two runs with a two-out single 

in the bottom of the inning. 

 

Blake Swihart took Clevinger deep to start the fourth, but the Indians answered in the bottom of the inning again on another RBI single from 

Lindor. 

 

Boston rallied to tie it in the eighth on consecutive hits off left-hander Brad Hand, the second a two-run single from Benintendi. 

 

Cleveland put the first two aboard in the 10th on walks, but went scoreless after Donaldson and Yonder Alonso struck out and pinch hitter 

Yandy Diaz grounded out. 
 

The first two reached again in the 11th on singles from Gomes and Greg Allen. Pinch runner Rajai Davis and Allen pulled off a double steal and 

Boston walked Lindor intentionally to load the bases and set the stage for Brantley. 

 

It was the ninth sellout of the season for the Indians, who entered the night ranked ninth in AL attendance, averaging 23,894 fans. 

 

SPORTS Indians notes: Veteran Oliver Perez has been a surprising stabilizer of the bullpen 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 22, 2018 | Updated 2:01 a. m. 

CLEVELAND -- Their bullpen was in shambles at the end of May when the Indians took a long shot on veteran left-hander Oliver Perez.  

 
It was a low-risk move that has reaped a high reward for Cleveland, with Perez entering Saturday night owning a 0.90 ERA in 48 appearances 

covering 30 innings.  

 

“At that point we’d called up a lot (of relievers from Triple-A Columbus), we were getting a little thin,” said manager Terry Francona, whose relief 

corps was the worst in the majors over the first two months of the season. “I don’t know that anybody could’ve expected him to pitch the way 

that he has. But bullpens are so volatile. Guys get on runs and they get confident. You see it every year. It’s so up and down.” 

 

Perez, 37, was in training camp with Cincinnati to start the year, but was released and signed by the Yankees at the end of spring training. 

Because he wasn’t on New York’s major league roster, Perez exercised an opt-out clause in his contract June 1, and joined the Indians the 

next day. 
 

In the 14th season of his career, Perez, who owns a lifetime 4.39 ERA, is pitching better than ever. 

 

“I just think he’s pitching with a ton of confidence,” Francona said. “Everything else looks the same. He holds his stuff very well. There’s a ton of 

deception, everyone sees that, but his stuff’s really good.” 

 

Though Perez doesn’t fill a high-leverage role, such as Andrew Miller, Brad Hand and Cody Allen, he’s still an important part of the bullpen, 

according to Francona.   

 

“It’s an interesting dynamic to think about,” he said. “I mean, a guy will sit down in the bullpen for two hours, come in and potentially, like a field 
goal kicker -- the game can be won or lost on that at-bat. That’s why those guys have to be reliable because so much can swing on that one at-

bat. You’re putting a lot of trust in their hands.” 

 



Bauer bit 

Francona said Trevor Bauer is still on track to start Tuesday against the White Sox in Chicago. 

 

Bauer made his first appearance since Aug. 11 in the series opener against Boston on Friday, throwing 34 pitches over 1 1/3 scoreless innings. 

 
He is expected to increase the count to 60-65 pitches in Chicago and is scheduled to make one more start before the regular season is 

complete. 

 

Allen’s town 

The Indians have been giving Allen a break -- one appearance since Sept. 11 -- after he shouldered a heavy work load in an effort to get him 

back in form. 

 

“He’s gonna throw a bullpen (Saturday) and he’ll be ready to pitch for us,” Francona said of Allen, who has lowered his ERA from 4.99 on July 

20 to 4.06. “I’ll be really glad when we can just go out and try and win a game and not, you know, do the half game and this guy is available, 

this guy’s not.” 
 

Clev’s corner 

Saturday night’s starting pitcher Mike Clevinger had a breakthrough season in 2017 and has been even better this year, closing in on the 200-

inning mark (188 1/3) through Friday.    

 

“That’s always the hope with your starters. That’s kind of a barometer measurement marker,” Francona said of the 200-inning mark. “Just been 

really pleased he’s held his stuff, ’cause it looked like for a while that maybe he started getting a little tired. And then he caught his second wind 

and, man, he’s firing it now. So that makes you feel good when you think about longevity and things like that.” 

 

Advanced scouting 
Francona said he’s been keeping an eye on Cleveland’s potential Division Series opponent Houston, which is likely to host the Indians in the 

first round. 

 

“I mean that’s no dig at anybody else. I’ve looked at Oakland, too. Just more Houston because that’s what the odds are,” Francona said of the 

Astros, who owned a 3 1/2-game lead over the A’s in the West Division through Friday. “It could change, but that’s OK. I’ve actually looked at 

both. Might as well take the opportunity to do it.  

 

“Certainly can’t hurt. I shouldn’t say can’t hurt, you try to be up-to-date as much as you can but then you watch (the Astros) play and it kind of 

makes you nervous because they’re good. But heck. I think it makes sense to try to prepare a little bit.” 

 
If it is the reigning world champion Astros, the Indians will be up against a stacked lineup that includes 2017 AL MVP Jose Altuve, and a 

pitching staff  that led the league with a 3.15 ERA through Friday.   

 

“Yeah. They’re good. They’re really good. We knew that,” Francona said. “Shoot, this will be quite the test, but that’s what you play for. It’s so 

good to be a part of. It’s an honor.” 

 

Oakland has been one of baseball’s biggest surprise teams, entering Saturday with a better record (93-61) than the Indians. If the A’s don’t 

catch the Astros, they will meet the Yankees in the wild card game.   

 

“When (the A’s) came through here (July 6-8), they were just getting hot, and they have had an unbelievable run,” Francona said. “Their bullpen 
is just -- I can’t wait to watch this wild card game. Because they’re the one team where they can almost go start to finish (with their pen). It 

probably doesn’t quite reach, but they can get pretty damn close.” 

 

Cleveland lost two of three in each series against Oakland this year, while splitting with the Astros in a four-game set at home and losing two of 

three in Houston. 

 

This or that 

Francona has managed teams having to fight to the finish to clinch a playoff spot and those which have done it earlier, such as the Indians this 

year. 

 
He doesn’t see an advantage to either.  

 

“I think the biggest thing is, people talk about momentum, I think you build momentum on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday on the off-

days (prior to the postseason),” Francona said. “Because regardless of how you finish, you have those four off-days. If you just sit around, go at 

half-speed, all of a sudden the playoffs start and you’re going 100 miles per hour, and it’s too fast. So the teams that handle those off-days the 

best, I think that’s where you build your momentum.” 

 

Roundin’ third 

Francisco Lindor recorded his 80th extra-base hit Friday night, which was the second most in the majors behind Houston’s Alex Bregman’s 81. 

Lindor is just the fifth player in franchise history to produce 80 or more extra-base hits in multiple seasons (81 in 2017). 
** After going hitless in his first seven at-bats with the Indians, Josh Donaldson was batting .313 (5-for-16) in 20 plate appearances with two 

homers, two walks and three runs through Friday. 



** Yan Gomes (.344) and Michael Brantley (.341) entered Saturday owning the fourth- and fifth-highest batting averages in the AL since Aug. 

13. 

** Sunday, 7:05, ESPN; WEOL 930-AM, WTAM 1100-AM, WMMS 100.7-FM. Plutko (4-5, 5.27) vs. Velazquez (7-2, 3.18). 

 

Red Sox to give Steven Wright some different bullpen looks 

By Peter Abraham 

CLEVELAND — One of the goals for Red Sox manager Alex Cora this coming week will be to bring Steven Wright out of the bullpen with 
runners on base to see how he responds. 

“I want to do that one before October,” Cora said on Saturday before the Sox played the Cleveland Indians. 

The knuckleballer has thrown 10 scoreless innings in seven relief appearances this month and for the season has a 1.38 earned run average in 
13 games as a reliever. He has come in to start the inning every time. 

There were two reasons for that. One was to give Wright ample time to warm up given the varying condition of his surgically repaired left knee. 

Cora also was adhering to the idea that it’s not wise to bring a knuckleballer in with runners on base because of the increased likelihood of a 
wild pitch or passed ball. 

But Cora may not have the ability to dictate how Wright is used in the postseason. Waiting a batter too long to bring in a reliever could be the 
difference in a game, if not the season. 

“It’s always good to put them in different spots during the week before the playoffs,” Cora said. “It’s not that we’re trying stuff out of the blue.” 

Wright has made 28 career relief appearances but come in with runners on base only five times times. The righthander inherited seven runners 
in those games and three scored. 

The last time Wright entered a game with men on base was June 14, 2015, against Toronto. 

Wright replaced Eduardo Rodriguez in the fifth inning with a runner on and allowed a home run by Danny Valencia on his first pitch. 

“I’ll pitch in whatever situation they want,” Wright said. “It’s the same thing no matter what, I have to pound the strike zone. It’s the same job.” 

It has become evident the Sox view Wright as being a valuable reliever in the postseason and intend to use him in high-leverage situations. 

Cora said he trusts all three of his catchers with the knuckleball. 

Christian Vazquez has the most experience catching Wright (95 innings over 23 games), but Sandy Leon was somehow able to frame some 
knuckleballs when Wright faced the Yankees on Thursday and pitched three scoreless innings. 

Breather for Betts 

Mookie Betts was out of the lineup for the second straight day. It’s a product of the Sox having clinched and Cora wanting to make sure the 
slight muscle pull on his left side had cleared up. 

Betts has not played the outfield since last Sunday, the day he left the game in the sixth inning after feeling some discomfort following two 
throws to the plate. 

“I was the one who decided not to play him,” Cora said. “He’ll play catch and we’ll see if he plays the outfield [Sunday]. He’ll play three in a row 
and we’ll decide what we do the rest of the week.” 

Eduardo Nunez’s sore right knee is feeling better but he remained out. The third baseman is not expected to play until Tuesday at the earliest. 

Stange dead at 81 

Lee Stange, a member of the 1967 Red Sox and a longtime coach in the organization, died on Friday. He was 81. 

“Stinger” played parts of 10 seasons in the majors and was with the Sox from 1966-70. He appeared in 35 games in 1967, going 8-10 with a 
team best 2.77 earned run average over 181⅔ innings. 

Stange threw two innings of relief in Game 3 of the World Series in 1967, allowing one unearned run. 

Stange was twice the pitching coach of the Sox, from 1972-74 and again from 1981-84. He then became a minor league pitching instructor for 
the Sox from 1985-94. 

Stange also had coaching stints with the Twins (1975) and Athletics (1977-79). In his final years he worked as a coach for Division 2 Florida 
Tech. 

Star power 

Carlos Delgado, a two-time All-Star who hit 473 home runs, is visiting with the Red Sox and working with some of the players. He and Cora are 
close friends and played together with the 2009 Mets . . . The Red Sox, who have 19 pitchers on the roster, were waiting until after the game on 
Saturday to name a starter for Sunday night’s game . . . Leon is 2 for 48 in his last 20 games with 16 strikeouts and one walk. That has dropped 
his batting average from .212 to .180 . . . Jackie Bradley Sr. attended the game and wore a No. 19 jersey that had “Bradley Sr.” on the back. 
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Red Sox thwarted from claiming franchise win record 

By Peter Abraham 

CLEVELAND — Red Sox relievers Robby Scott, Brian Johnson and Joe Kelly shut the Cleveland Indians out for five innings on Saturday night, 
Kelly working out of a jam in 10th inning to extend the game. 



With manager Alex Cora intent on resting his primary relievers, Drew Pomeranz was his pick for the 11th inning. 

The game ended quickly, Michael Brantley’s walk-off single giving the Indians a 5-4 victory before a sellout crowd of 35,095 at Progressive 
Field. 

With the Astros beating the Angels, 10-5, the magic number for the Sox to clinch the best record in baseball and home field advantage through 
the postseason remains one. 

Hector Velazquez starts on Sunday night against Adam Plutko. The Sox are 2-3 on their road trip with one game remaining. 

With Pomeranz pitching on back-to-back nights for the first time in a month, Yan Gomes reached on an infield single to start the bottom of the 
11th, as third baseman Rafael Devers was unable to make an accurate throw. 

With Rajai Davis pinch running, Greg Allen singled to left field. After a double steal, the Red Sox intentionally walked Francisco Lindor. 

“You have to load the bases there and try to get a force out at the plate,” Cora said. 

With the infield and outfield in, Brantley hit a fly ball to left field that Andrew Benintendi had no play on. Pomeranz left a curveball up in the strike 
zone and Brantley was able to drive it to the opposite field. 

A year after he was 17-6 with a 3.32 earned run average, Pomeranz is 2-6 with a 6.37 ERA. 

Rick Porcello went the intended five innings for the Sox, allowing four runs (three earned) on eight hits. He has a 5.26 ERA in his last seven 
starts. 

“I never really got into a groove,” Porcello said. “I got behind in a couple of counts and they swung the bats well. They did a nice job getting hits 
in timely situations.” 

Cora said Porcello’s last start, against the Yankees on Friday, would have no restrictions to prepare him for the playoffs. 

Porcello has been limited to 30⅔ innings in his last six starts, the Sox controlling his workload in advance of the postseason. With one start left, 
he has thrown 19 fewer innings than he did in 2017 and will end up with one less start. Maybe that will help in October. 

“I feel fine,” Porcello said. “Whether you throw 180, 190, 200 or 2010 innings, at this point you’ve got to find ways to get through it. I don’t think 
anybody is going out there feeling like they did on Opening Day.” 

The Sox, down 4-2, tied the game in the eighth inning. Mitch Moreland singled off Andrew Miller before Jackie Bradley Jr. doubled to left field 
against lefthander Brad Hand. 

Benintendi’s single to left field drove in two runs. But Benintendi was thrown out going to second base. 

Devers and Blake Swihart had solo home runs earlier in the game off Indians starter Mike Clevinger. 

The Sox are 3-3 against the Indians this season. 
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Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES Rating baseball’s biggest value players — and its worst 

By Nick Cafardo 

There are several players who gave their respective bosses a good bang for their buck and many who didn’t in 2018. Here’s a partial list of the 
good value players and the ones who might want to offer some of their money back: 

Good value position players 

1. Alex Bregman, 3B, Astros — Bregman is hitting .289 with 30 homers and 100 RBIs with a .937 OPS. He’s become one of the most 
dangerous hitters in the game and at $599,000 the Astros are getting major bang for their buck. Enjoy it while it lasts because at this rate 
Bregman is going to make a fortune when free agency comes. 

2. Trevor Story, SS, Rockies — For $555,000 the Rockies have received .288, 33 homers, 102 RBIs, and .894 OPS of value. He’s an exciting 
player and yes, quite a story. 

3. Javier Baez, 2B, Cubs — For $657,000 the Cubs have an MVP candidate and Gold Glove-caliber second baseman. Baez has hit .294 with 
33 homers, 107 RBIs, and an .897 OPS. Jon Lester called him “the best infielder I’ve ever played with and I played with Dustin Pedroia and 
Mike Lowell.” 

4. Francisco Lindor, SS, Indians — For $622,000 the Indians have one of the best players in the game with 36 homers, 87 RBIs, a .282 
average, and an .883 OPS. Lindor is also a very good defensive shortstop and a team leader. 

5. Mitch Haniger, OF, Mariners — For $538,000 Haniger has provided 26 homers, 90 RBIs, and a .284 average, as well as very good right field 
play. The Mariners feel Haniger’s numbers will continue to grow given his athleticism and skill set. 

6. Andrew Benintendi, LF, Red Sox — Benintendi made $621,000 this season and has so far produced a .285 average with 16 homers and 81 
RBIs. His outfield play has improved in his conversion to left field from center field, where he played for most of his amateur and early 
professional career. 

7. Jesus Aguilar, 1B, Brewers — The 28-year-old first baseman has slugged 33 homers, driven in 103 runs, and hit .275. He made $557,000 for 
this somewhat unexpected production. 

8. Aaron Judge, RF, Yankees — Judge has had an injury-filled season, breaking his wrist and recently returning after a two-month layoff. Yet 
he’s hit 26 homers with 61 RBIs and has a .925 OPS. He’s also a very good right fielder with an excellent arm. He made $622,000 this season. 

9. Max Muncy, INF, Dodgers — He’s had a surprising season with 33 homers and a .961 OPS. Muncy is a $550,000 player. Released by the 
Oakland A’s after a couple of poor seasons, where he hit .206 and .186, he’s found his paradise in Los Angeles. 



10. Whit Merrifield, 2B, Royals — He has a .303 average, a league-leading 37 steals, and a .803 OPS for $570,000. The Royals will take it. 
Merrifield was one of the most sought-after second basemen at the trade deadline, but the Royals weren’t impressed with the returns and kept 
him. 

Good value pitchers 

1. Blake Snell, LHP, Rays — He’s a 20-game winner and the likely Cy Young Award winner in the American League. Snell is downright nasty, 
probably the toughest pitcher the Red Sox faced this season. The Rays got all of that for $558,000. 

2. Edwin Diaz, RHP, Mariners — It’s been a phenomenal season for the 22-year-old, who has saved 56 games. Diaz will surely get Cy Young 
votes. It’s always hard for closers to win the award, but Diaz should contend. He made about $571,000 this season. He’s not far off Francisco 
Rodriguez’s save record of 62, set in 2008. 

3. Aaron Nola, RHP, Phillies — For $573,000, he has established himself as one of the best young starters in the game. Nola, a National 
League Cy Young candidate, is 16-5 with a 2.44 ERA with 210 strikeouts in 199⅓ innings. 

4. Luis Severino, RHP, Yankees — Well, he was on his way to a Cy Young until he suffered a little bump in the road, but he will get plenty of 
votes for the AL award. Severino is 18-8 with a 3.38 ERA. The Yankees paid him $605,000 to be their No. 1 pitcher. 

5. Kyle Freeland, LHP, Rockies — The 25-year-old didn’t come out of the blue, he was starting to get it together in 2017, when he went 11-11. 
But in 2018, Freeland has taken the next step with 15 wins and a 2.95 ERA. And he’s done it for $550,000. 

6. Mike Clevinger, RHP, Indians — He is 12-8 with a 3.06 ERA, and he has really come around as a dependable starter for the Tribe with 30 
starts and 188⅓ innings. Clevinger earned $559,000. 

7. Trevor Williams, RHP, Pirates — Another breakthrough season among the affordables. Williams has gone 13-9 with a 3.16 ERA in 29 starts. 
He made $570,000. 

8. Jameson Taillon, RHP, Pirates — He’s almost mirrored teammate Williams’s season with a 13-9 record and a 3.24 ERA in 30 starts. He 
made $550,000. 

9. WadeLeBlanc, LHP, Mariners — A journeyman much of his career, LeBlanc has steadied the Mariners’ rotation, making 25 starts and going 
8-4 with a 3.49 ERA. LeBlanc earned $700,000. 

10. Sean Manaea, LHP, A’s — Before he got hurt, Manaea, who no-hit the Red Sox on April 21 at the Coliseum, went 12-9 with a 3.59 ERA in 
27 starts and earned $550,000. The 26-year-old is scheduled for Tommy John surgery, which will likely sideline him for the 2019 season. 

Bad value position players 

1. Chris Davis, 1B, Orioles – Davis has been horrendous and nobody feels worse than he does. His .171 average, 16 homers, 49 RBIs, and 
.548 OPS make him the worst value player in baseball in 2018. Perhaps there is an undisclosed reason for it. The Orioles paid Davis $23 
million this season. 

2. Albert Pujols, 1B. Angels — Hate to pick on the future Hall of Famer, but Pujols has hit .245 with 19 homers, 64 RBIs, and he has a .700 
OPS. Pujols was paid $27 million in 2018, and he has three years remaining on that enormous 10-year, $240 million deal. 

3. Eric Hosmer, 1B, Padres — Generally a disappointing season for the high-priced free agent, who has hit .251 with 17 homers, 65 RBIs, and 
a .715 OPS. Hosmer earned $21 million. 

4. Russell Martin, C, Blue Jays — Martin is hitting .194, and his defense has slipped. The Jays are on the hook for $20 million and owe Martin 
that same amount in 2019. 

5. Miguel Cabrera, DH/1B, Tigers — His struggles (three homers, 22 RBIs) are partly due to injury. Cabrera’s season ended on June 12, so 
there’s not much of a sample size here. He made $30 million and could be under contract for another six seasons at $30 million or north of it. 

6. Jacoby Ellsbury, CF, Yankees — The Yankees paid the 35-year-old over $21 million, and he didn’t play a game. 

7. Yoenis Cespedes, LF, Mets — Cespedes was paid a whopping $29 million and hit .262 with nine homers and 29 RBIs before his foot 
injuries. 

8. David Wright, 3B, Mets — Can’t blame him for his chronic injuries but Wright took in $20 million and never played an inning. 

9. Troy Tulowitzki, SS, Blue Jays – Ditto for Tulo. He had surgery on both heels, which shelved him for the season. He took home $20 million 
from the Jays and has two years and an option remaining on the deal. Look for Tulowitzki to have a position change next season with Bo 
Bichette on the horizon at shortstop. 

Bad value pitchers 

1. Felix Hernandez, RHP, Mariners — All great things must come to an end. King Felix has an 8-13 record and a 5.46 ERA. The Mariners paid 
him $26.8 million this season. They’ll have to pay him $27.9 million next season before there’s a $1 million buyout in 2020 on that seven-year, 
$175 million deal. 

2. Homer Bailey, RHP, Reds — His 1-14 record and 6.09 ERA probably made him the worst starting pitcher in baseball in 2018. He was paid 
$21 million. 

3. Alex Cobb, RHP, Orioles — He rebounded a tad in August, but Cobb was disappointing in his first season with the Orioles. He’s gone 5-15 
with a 4.90 ERA while being paid $14 million. 

4. Jordan Zimmermann, RHP, Tigers — Battling injuries, he’s only been able to make 23 starts and has gone 7-8 with a 4.41 ERA. But he did 
make $24 million. 

5. James Shields, RHP, White Sox — He’s still a workhorse who will take the ball every time and go as long as he can. Good guy and team 
leader, but for $21 million Shields has gone 7-16 with a 4.53 ERA. 



6. Jason Hammel, RHP, Royals — He made $9 million with a 3-13 record and a 5.98 ERA as a starter/reliever for Kansas City. Much more was 
expected of him. 

7. Yu Darvish, RHP, Cubs — He was paid $25 million for eight starts before he was sidelined for the season. Darvish didn’t pitch after May 20 
because of an elbow issue. 

Apropos of nothing 

1. Add John Hart to the list of candidates linked to the Mets’ and Orioles’ general manager jobs. Hart appears to have it in him to run one more 
team. He’s done a top-shelf job wherever he’s been, and before his exit from Atlanta last November he built the Braves team that won the NL 
East on Saturday. 

2. Don Welke was a gem and one of the most knowledgeable baseball guys you’d ever want to meet in the business. Recently of the Padres, 
Welke died this past week. He will be missed. 

3. Jim Beattie, the former major league pitcher, GM, and scout, recently retired from the Blue Jays. Take a look at his career, pretty impressive. 

4. Places where new managers could/will be hired are Texas, Los Angeles (Angels), Baltimore, and Toronto. It appears Mickey Callaway in 
New York and Dave Martinez in Washington are safe despite poor first seasons. It also appears Don Mattingly will return in Miami. Who are 
potential candidates? John Farrell is seen as a possible fit in Baltimore. Buck Showalter could be a consideration in Texas, where he once 
managed, though interim manager Don Wakamatsu could retain the job. Eric Wedge and current Blue Jays bench coach DeMarlo Hale could 
be up for the Toronto gig. Brad Ausmus and Mike Matheny could also be in play in Texas. 

5. One of the most interesting items in the unauthorized biography of Bill Belichick, by Ian O’Connor, was the revelation that Carroll Hardy was 
the player personnel director of the Denver Broncos for almost 20 years. Hardy was a pinch hitter for the Red Sox and famous for three things 
involving Ted Williams and Carl Yastrzemski. In September of the 1960 season, Williams fouled a ball off his foot and Hardy had to complete 
the at-bat and lined into a double play. And then after Williams’s final at-bat on Sept. 28 at Fenway, when he homered against Orioles reliever 
Jack Fisher, Hardy replaced him in left field so he could run off the field and be cheered for the final time. Hardy also pinch-hit for Yastrzemski 
the following May in Yaz’s rookie year. 

6. An interesting debate these days from scouts centers around Mets second baseman Jeff McNeil. Real deal or flash in the pan? McNeil is 
described as “a ballplayer.” He’s got that Dustin Pedroia heart and soul, will go through a wall if he has to. He’s also shown excellent bat control 
and seems to be able to place the ball where he wants. Scouts were amazed by his ability to beat the shift in a recent Mets-Marlins series. But 
then there are those skeptical of his long-term potential. The consensus is the Mets should invest in this kid, who has brought a great deal of 
energy to the team. 

7. If the Yankees can cut a reasonable deal, they’d like to have Andrew McCutchen, who will be a free agent, back next season. The Yankees 
like him on the field and in the clubhouse. The Yankees could part ways with left fielder Brett Gardner, who has been reduced to a bench role 
and whose $12.5 million club option will likely be bought out for $2 million. And yes, Jacoby Ellsbury could return in 2019. 

8. Baseball writers have lost sight of the essence of the Most Valuable Player Award. It has essentially become the Player of the Year Award. If 
that’s the way it is, then we should have two awards. Baseball Digest is giving out the Player of the Year Award and that should become part of 
the list of awards given out by the BBWAA. WAR, which is the tool most baseball writers use now to determine their votes, doesn’t measure the 
intangibles of players. It is often those intangibles which make a player “most valuable.” Mookie Betts is the best player this season, but J.D. 
Martinez’s numbers are also top shelf, and the effect he’s had on the major hitters in Boston’s lineup is undeniable. 

9. Pedro Martinez visited the Red Sox clubhouse in Cleveland on Friday. I asked how he would pitch to Martinez. “Low and away,” Pedro said. 
J.D. walked by as Pedro was talking and chimed in, “I know how to pitch me — right down the middle. I never see that.” 

10. Interesting to see whether the Giants pick up Madison Bumgarner’s $12 million option for 2019 and then deal him in the offseason. The 
Yankees were one of the teams that inquired at the trade deadline. Bumgarner allowed 12 runs over 11 innings in his first two September 
starts, and has not pitched well on the road — 2-4, 5.02 ERA in 10 starts. Bumgarner and his agents have been hoping for a contract extension 
with the Giants, but no talks have taken place, which gives rise to the belief the Giants may move on. 

 


