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White Sox willing to spend for improvements  
Club plotting more aggressive approach to Winter Meetings     
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- The answer from White Sox executive vice president Ken Williams regarding the time being 
right for the organization's high-end rebuild to get more aggressive required just one word uttered with great 
confidence. 
 
"Yes," Williams said during a media session after he was a featured speaker at the Diversity and Inclusion 
Unfiltered Winter Meetings seminar on Monday at Mandalay Bay. 
 
Of course, with that aggressiveness comes the greater spending of money for a team with only $16 million 
of present contractual commitments, according to Spotrac. 
 
"They go hand-and-hand," Williams continued. "It is time now. The conversations are very different in the 
room this year than they were in the last few years. We have our eye toward getting better. 
 
"It's not by accident we are in a better position to go out and do some things in a more aggressive way. We 
prepared for this. That was part of our plan all along. We knew we would get here, and maybe a year too 
early, but the opportunities that exist, they exist this year. We are going down the road and see where it 
leads us, and hopefully, we can trend upward." 
 
That road has a light at the end of the tunnel as described by general manager Rick Hahn during a Monday 
morning appearance on MLB Network. Hahn's tunnel reference was aimed at some of the club's prospects 
who will soon help in the Major Leagues getting to the Double-A level, but White Sox fans currently are 
more interested in information concerning potential faces of the franchise picked up through free agency 
such as outfielder Bryce Harper and infielder Manny Machado. 
 
Hahn described the discussions with Harper and Machado's respective camps as "private" with a wry smile 
and would go no further. The team has discussed both internally and seem to be in the prime running for 
both, but there are intangibles left to play out. 
 



Will White Sox manager Rick Renteria, who has benched players for not hustling as he tries to create a 
new culture on the South Side, be happy with Machado's supremely talented, but admitted not-always-all-
out style of play? How do other teams bidding on both stack up against Chicago's interest? 
 
Even with 100 losses in 2018, the White Sox are far from an unappealing longterm choice. They have the 
young talent, if most of these players pan out, to keep themselves in American League Central contention 
and beyond. 
 
"To call it a complete non-factor might be a little strong," Hahn said of the losses. "They want to understand 
what we're looking at going forward and how we plan on getting there, and the status of some of our young 
guys. It might be slightly premature to push in across the board, but on select opportunities, we're going to 
explore it and let those people know what we're about." 
 
"Winning matters," Williams said. "You develop people, you acquire people that the fans like, and will come 
out and want to see. That even helps the cause to a greater degree. It gives you more revenue, more 
resources so that you can then try to improve the team even more." 
 
Williams doesn't have time to gauge White Sox buzz by listening to radio or TV shows, or reading any 
articles, pointing out the front office has its collective heads down and is grinding through. It's that 
aggressive approach within the rebuild, trying to get the White Sox into their championship window. 
 
"Listen, the closer we get to our young players coming up and starting to have an impact, the more exciting 
it gets, the more light at the end of the tunnel for sure," Williams said. "The losing has not sat well with us, 
so we are looking forward to a trend moving upward and onward. 
 
"Ultimately, you have to prove it to White Sox fans, and we know that, and that's what we are setting out to 
try to do. We are trying to earn their patronage." 
 

 
Konerko: ‘Baines’ name has HOF ring to it’ 
By Scott Markin / MLB.com | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- Even before Harold Baines was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by receiving 
12 of 16 votes from the Today's Game Era Committee on Sunday, Paul Konerko held strong opinions on 
the excellence shown by his White Sox teammate, coach and friend. 
 
"I've told people a lot of times, there are a lot of great hitters in the Hall of Fame, but Harold Baines is better 
than a lot of them," said Konerko, the accomplished one-time White Sox captain during a Monday morning 
conference call. "So the fact he wasn't in there... 
 
"It's nice to see him get in and it's nice to see somebody that is just a good person and a good guy that just 
played the game. I'm glad there are these other vehicles to get into the Hall of Fame because he's just one 
of those guys, does the guy's name have a Hall of Fame ring to it? I feel like his name always did." 
 
Baines had three stints with the White Sox and crossed paths with Konerko during the 2000 American 
League Central championship season and the '01 campaign. The designated hitter/outfielder, who finished 
with 2,866 hits, 1,628 RBIs and an .820 OPS over 22 seasons, retired after '01. He was 42, only two years 
removed from driving in 103 runs with Baltimore and Cleveland in 1999. 
 
That RBI total, especially in timely situations, was what set Baines apart, according to Konerko. 
 
"He was just so clutch," Konerko said. "You're going to get a lot of great comments about Harold, but the 
No. 1 thing is you're going to hear over and over, he's the guy you wanted up with the game on the line, 
and that's what most middle-of-the-order guys want to be. He was just great at it. It was always about driving 
runs in because that's what we had to do." 
 



Konerko hopes Baines' induction continues to open the Hall of Fame doors for individuals who played a 
large part of their game as a designated hitter, adding people don't understand how tough and how mentally 
challenging it is and how special you must be to be good at that position. Baines compiled an .837 OPS 
and 981 RBIs in 5,806 at-bats as a DH. 
 
There also was an interesting Hall of Fame idea presented by Konerko in relation to Baines' longevity. 
 
"I personally think anybody who plays over 20 years should be in the Hall of Fame," Konerko said. "It's just 
that much of a grind. If you get 20 years of service time or beyond, I feel like they should have a special 
wing for you anyways." 
 

 
White Sox great Baines elected to Hall of Fame 
Six-time All-Star has Cooperstown ticket punched by Today’s Era Committee 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 9, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- There was a sense of euphoria emanating from the White Sox after Sunday night's 
announcement of Harold Baines being elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by the Today's Game 
Era Committee along with closer Lee Smith, a friend of Baines'. 
 
It was euphoria along the lines of World Series championship excitement, with smiles and high-fives across 
the White Sox crew in Las Vegas for the Winter Meetings. That feeling makes perfect sense, with Baines 
having played 14 of his 22 Major League seasons with the South Siders, as well as being part of the White 
Sox coaching staff from 2004-15. 
 
But White Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf spoke Sunday night for the Orioles, A's, Rangers and Indians, 
Baines' four other teams on his vast resume, when extolling the virtues of the soft-spoken designated 
hitter/outfielder who played until he was 42. 
 
"He just deserved it. It was just a shame he didn't get in sooner than this," Reinsdorf said. "Harold is a great 
player. You look at the numbers he put up in the '80s and the '90s and played in the Majors for 22 years. I 
don't think he ever had a bad year. Of course, there's no finer person than Harold Baines. So, I'm just 
ecstatic. This is great. He was a great player. He's a great human being. I'm so happy for Harold." 
 
"I'm very humbled and honored for this good news today," said Baines during a conference call following 
the announcement. "I'm very grateful to the [Today's Game] committee for thinking I'm worthy of this Hall 
of Fame honor. I'm very shocked today." 
 
Reinsdorf was part of the 16-member Today's Game Era Committee commissioned with the review of the 
10-name ballot, joined by Hall of Fame members Roberto Alomar, Bert Blyleven, Pat Gillick, Tony La Russa, 
Greg Maddux, Joe Morgan, John Schuerholz, Ozzie Smith and Joe Torre; Major League executives Al 
Avila, Paul Beeston and Andy MacPhail; and veteran media members/historians Steve Hirdt, Tim Kurkjian 
and Claire Smith. Hall of Fame chairman of the board Jane Forbes Clark served as the non-voting chairman 
of the Today's Baseball Era Committee. 
 
Twelve votes were needed to be elected, and Baines received exactly 12 or 75 percent. Smith was a 
unanimous 16-vote selection. Lou Piniella missed by one vote with 11, and Albert Belle, Joe Carter, Will 
Clark, Orel Hershiser, Davey Johnson, Charlie Manuel and George Steinbrenner each received fewer than 
five votes. 
 
When Baines' election was announced live on MLB Network, marking the first time Reinsdorf heard the 
news, Reinsdorf's reaction was a celebratory fist pump, as he described to the media. 
 
"I looked up at Tony La Russa and I thought he was going to cry," Reinsdorf said. "I think it was a great 
discussion. There was no arm twisting. It was a secret ballot, so people could vote the way they wanted. 
Whoever voted for him must have believed he deserved to get in." 



 
"It's hard not to think about. It's an honor just to be nominated," Baines said. "It's always been tough for 
DHs to get in the Hall of Fame. Hopefully this will open it for more guys to get in." 
 
Of Baines' 2,830 games played, 1,643 came as a designated hitter and 1,024 came in right field. He finished 
with 2,866 hits, 384 home runs and 1,628 RBIs. The six-time All-Star also won the American League top 
designated hitter award, now called the Edgar Martinez Award, in 1987 and 1988. He hit .324 with four 
doubles, five home runs, 16 RBIs, a .378 on-base percentage and a .510 slugging percentage over 31 
postseason games. 
 
Baines' numbers are scattered across the White Sox all-time leaders, ranking third in home runs (221), 
fourth in RBIs (981) and sixth in hits (1,773) among the 10 categories where he sits in the Top 10, not to 
mention having his jersey No. 3 retired and a statue in his honor on the Guaranteed Rate Field concourse. 
He ranks sixth in the American League since 1974 with 197 game-winning RBIs and 401 go-ahead RBIs. 
 
"Steady," said Reinsdorf when asked to describe Baines. "When the game was on the line in the eighth or 
ninth inning, and you can pick somebody who you wanted up, it was Harold Baines. 
 
"I think the people with the White Sox might be happier than Harold because we all love Harold so much. 
But he deserved it. He got in because he deserved to get in -- not because he's a great guy. He is a great 
guy." 
 

 
WM auction features hitting lesson Baines  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- A hitting lesson from a newly minted Hall of Famer is just one of three items offered by the 
White Sox in a charity auction organized by Major League Baseball and its 30 clubs during the Winter 
Meetings. 
 
This year's auction will support the Jackie Robinson Foundation and the Negro Leagues Museum, two 
important institutions that educate future generations of young people through honoring significant 
moments and individuals of baseball's past. Net proceeds from this auction will benefit the JRF Scholars 
program in addition to repair and restoration costs for the museum. 
 
The auction is live on MLB.com/wintermeetingsauction from now through Thursday, when it will conclude 
at 9 p.m. CT. Items include special baseball experiences, including meetings with some of the game's 
biggest stars, along with unique items donated by MLB and the 30 clubs. 
 
Harold Baines, who was elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame on Sunday via the Today's Game 
Era Committee, will be giving a 30-minute hitting lesson to the winning bidder and a guest in the White Sox 
batting cages, along with one-time White Sox slugger Ron Kittle, on a mutually agreed upon date. The 
experience also includes four Gold Box tickets to the game. The winner is responsible for all travel costs to 
and from Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
The White Sox are also offering VIP experiences on the field and in the broadcast booth as part of this 
auction. The field experience includes watching batting practice from the field with the opportunity to meet 
a White Sox player. The winning bidder and guests will then enjoy the game from the comforts of the all-
inclusive Guaranteed Rate Club. This experience is for four guests. Each guest will receive a White Sox 
premium gift bag, with the game date being mutually agreed upon for a 2019 regular-season home night 
game. The winner is responsible for all travel costs to and from Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
In the VIP broadcast experience, the day begins with the winning bidder and three guests watching White 
Sox batting practice from the field and then moving upstairs to the broadcast booth to meet Jason Benetti, 
Steve Stone, Ed Farmer and Darrin Jackson. The winning bidder and three guests will then enjoy the game 
with four Gold Box tickets and parking at Guaranteed Rate Field. Each guest will receive a White Sox 



premium gift bag, with the game date being mutually agreed upon for a 2019 regular-season home game. 
The winner is responsible for all travel costs to and from Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 

 
White Sox head to Vegas in mix for Harper  
But interest in star slugger won’t impact other potential moves  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 9, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- White Sox general manager Rick Hahn is engaged in a bit of a waiting game as his front-
office crew makes its way to Las Vegas for this year's Winter Meetings. 
 
That wait centers on outfielder Bryce Harper, the 26-year-old top attraction of the free-agent market. The 
White Sox reportedly have serious interest in bringing Harper to the South Side, although they have not 
spoken directly of said interest, with a meeting between the two sides already taking place involving Jim 
Thome, among others. But in Hahn's mind, with the focus staying on the rebuild and achieving sustained 
success, the waiting really isn't the hardest part when a generational talent is involved. 
 
"It's a bit of a balancing act," said Hahn, speaking in broader terms of the process. "At the same time, we 
know what our priorities are. And we aren't simply going to shift to a secondary priority because the first 
one isn't necessarily ready to move if it is a unique fit. 
 
"What I'm trying to say is, yes, there's areas where you have to move, yes, there's areas where there's 
depth and there's opportunities that have to be taken if they arise. For certain unique elements within the 
trade or free-agent market, we have the luxury of allowing it to play out on its natural pace." 
 
The White Sox already have added late-inning reliever Alex Colome via trade. So, while waiting on the big 
decision, they aren't standing still in enhancing this team. 
 
Club needs 
Even with the Colome acquisition, Hahn mentioned that more bullpen help remains a priority. With Michael 
Kopech rehabbing his way back following Tommy John surgery and sidelined for the 2019 campaign, the 
team also needs to add to the rotation core of Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez and Carlos Rodon. Backup 
catcher Omar Narvaez was moved to Seattle for Colome, and with the White Sox refusing to rush catching 
prospects Zack Collins and Seby Zavala, a veteran backstop will be on that list. For the most part, the White 
Sox won't be deviating from their rebuild plan and make any stopgap additions. The biggest move for them 
could be Harper's ultimate choice. 
 
Whom might they trade? 
Rodon and shortstop Tim Anderson hold high value among the veterans, but both are integral parts of the 
rebuild and will be staying put. First baseman Jose Abreu could draw interest from teams looking for a 
middle-of-the-order presence, but he only has one year of contractual control, and he is highly regarded 
within the organization. It will be up to Hahn and executive vice president Ken Williams to decide if they are 
ready to trade from the plethora of young talent they've amassed, and then decide who would be available 
while looking for controllable players in return. 
 
Prospects to know 
The arrival of outfielder Eloy Jimenez, who is the top-rated White Sox prospect and No. 3-ranked overall 
per MLB Pipeline, should come no later than mid-April, and he looks to be a player who will make an 
immediate and sizeable impact. Right-handed pitcher Dylan Cease, the 2018 Minor League Pitcher of the 
Year, per MLB Pipeline, seems to be on the same Major League path as Lopez and Kopech from the 
previous two seasons, and Collins could hit the White Sox in '19 with a combined look at catcher, first base 
and designated hitter. 
 
Rule 5 Draft 
The 40-man roster currently resides at 37, so there's a chance for the team to add. Right-handed pitcher 
Zach Thompson, 25, who posted a 1.55 ERA and 76 strikeouts over 75 1/3 innings between Class A 



Advanced Winston-Salem and Double-A Birmingham in 2018, was left unprotected and holds the greatest 
possibility of being lost by the White Sox. Right-hander Spencer Adams also was left off the 40-man, leaving 
him as a potential loss. 
 
Payroll summary 
There's plenty of room for the White Sox to spend, even if they were to add Harper. Per Sportrac, the White 
Sox have just under $16 million committed to 2019 before arbitration, and that total stays below $18 million 
as presently constructed over the four following seasons. The White Sox are in a perfect position to take 
the next major step in the rebuild. 
 

 
Ball takes over for Schneider as head trainer  
White Sox round out training moves with Walker, Kruk, Reinold  
By Jason Beck / MLB.com | December 7, 2018 
 
The White Sox turned to Herm Schneider's longtime assistant to fill his shoes as head athletic trainer in 
Chicago. Brian Ball has been promoted to the position after 18 years working alongside Schneider on the 
White Sox training staff. 
 
Brett Walker, who spent the last four seasons as White Sox physical therapist, added assistant athletic 
trainer to his title. James Kruk was promoted from Triple-A Charlotte to assistant athletic trainer. 
 
In addition, the White Sox announced the addition of Mike Reinold to the new role of senior medical advisor. 
Schneider will also serve as an advisor in his new role as head athletic trainer emeritus, a move the team 
announced earlier in the week. 
 
"With Herm Schneider's move to an emeritus status and several standout trainers already in place on our 
staff, we decided to take this opportunity to re-imagine the high performance aspect of our medical, training, 
therapy and rehabilitation programs," general manager Rick Hahn said in a statement. "Mike is going to be 
one of the architects of those programs, while Brian, James and Brett have done terrific jobs in their current 
roles. Each deserves to assume more responsibility to provide the high level of care players are 
accustomed to with the White Sox." 
 
The moves were announced on the same day Schneider, Ball and Walker were honored by the Professional 
Baseball Athletic Trainers Society as its Major League Athletic Training Staff of the Year. 
 
Reinold worked on the athletic training staff of the Red Sox from 2006 to 2012, including head athletic 
trainer. More recently, he worked as physical therapist, athletic trainer, strength coach and owner of 
Champion Physical Therapy and Performance in Boston. He formerly served as facility director at 
Champion Sports Medicine and coordinator of rehabilitative research and clinical education at the American 
Sports Medicine Institute in Birmingham, Ala., under the direction of noted orthopedic surgeon Dr. James 
Andrews. 
 
Ball joined the White Sox staff under Schneider prior to the 2001 season. The White Sox used the disabled 
list 185 times for 9,057 total days missed from '02-'18, both Major League lows in that span. The team led 
the American League in fewest player days missed in eight of those seasons. 
 
Kruk joined the White Sox organization in 2008 and spent the last decade working his way up the system, 
from Rookie-level Great Falls ('09-'13) to Class A Kannapolis ('14-'15) to Double-A Birmingham ('16-'17), 
then Charlotte this past season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Here’s why so many people are up in arms about Harold Baines’ Hall of Fame induction  
By Jake Mintz / MLB Cut4 | December 10, 2018 
 
If you've spent any time interacting with baseball on the internet over the last few days, there's a decent 
chance you've come across the name Harold Baines. If this is the first time you're seeing Baines' name, 
that's totally understandable! He hasn't played in a big league game since 2001! 
 
Baines is back in the news right now because he was officially elected to the Hall of Fame over the weekend. 
As is frequently the case come Hall of Fame season, Baines' selection has caused an eruption of fiery 
baseball takes on the web, making the entire situation a bit difficult to follow. 
 
To clear everything up, here's the lowdown on who Baines is, how he got elected into the Hall of Fame and 
why some people are so irked by his selection. 
 
Who is Harold Baines? 
 
Drafted first overall as an outfielder by the White Sox in the 1977 MLB draft, Baines' was first discovered at 
the age of 12, when White Sox owner Bill Veeck -- who was vacationing in Baines' hometown of St. 
Michaels, Md. -- witnessed Baines absolutely dominate his competition at a local Little League game. 
 
The outfielder eventually became a force in the middle of Chicago's lineup, garnering MVP votes in each 
season from 1982-1985. In 1984, he hit a walk-off homer in the bottom of the 25th inning against the 
Brewers to win the longest game (in terms of time) in MLB history. 
 
Midway through 1989, Baines was traded to the Rangers for a package of prospects that included a young 
outfielder by the name of Sammy Sosa. Later that season, the White Sox decided to retire Baines' legendary 
No. 3 uniform, making him only the third player in baseball history to have his number retired while still 
playing in the big leagues for a different club. 
 
Baines spent the 1990s bouncing around the American League with the A's, O's, Indians and back to the 
White Sox, always hitting right around .300 and always hitting about 20 dingers. He played well into his 
early 40s (even spending the 2001 season as the oldest player in the American League) and finished his 
career with 384 homers (65th all time), 2,866 hits (46th), 1,628 RBIs (34th) and 2,830 games played (20th).   
 
How did he get inducted into the Hall of Fame in December? Doesn't that usually happen in January? 
 
There are actually two ways to get elected into the hall. 
 
1. The BBWAA 
 
Each November, a new Hall of Fame ballot of around 30 players is released, and an army of writers from 
the Baseball Writers' Association of America (BBWAA) votes on which players they think deserve inclusion. 
Each writer can select up to 10 candidates each year, and a candidate has to get over 75 percent of the 
vote to be inducted. The voting deadline is Dec. 31, and the selected, Hall-bound players get announced 
each January. This is how most members get in -- but this is not how Baines did. 
 
2. The Eras Committee 
 
The Hall created the Veterans Committee in 1939 to ensure that overlooked players, managers and other 
notable folk from baseball's bygone age -- people who the current crop of voting writers may not be as 
familiar with -- would be properly considered. What began as one body eventually turned into four, now 
known as the Eras Committee -- Early Baseball (1871-1949), Golden Days (1950-1969), Modern Baseball 
(1970-1987) and Today's Game (1988 and later) -- which consider those from each time period who may 
have missed out on the BBWAA vote. Last year, the 16-person Modern Baseball panel inducted Detroit 



Tigers' icons Jack Morris and Alan Trammell, both of whom cleared the 12-out-of-16 (75 percent) vote 
threshold. 
 
This past Sunday, Baines and closer Lee Smith became the two "Today's Game" inductees for 2019. While 
Smith received unanimous support, Baines got the bare minimum 12 votes needed to make it to 
Cooperstown. This year's Today's Game Committee included notable baseball figures like Greg Maddux, 
Tony LaRussa and Joe Morgan among others. 
 
Why are people so mad about Baines getting in? 
 
There are a few different reasons, all of which lead back to the notion that for many hardcore baseball 
people, Baines' induction dilutes the overall quality of the Hall. 
 
1. His stats probably weren't good enough 
 
Hall of Fame scholar Jay Jaffe broke down Baines' numbers in greater detail, but the gist of things is that 
they don't match up with what we usually see from Hall of Famers. He didn't reach any big milestones like 
3,000 hits or 500 homers, and his career .820 OPS puts him in the same company as players like Mike 
Napoli -- a delightful baseball man who few would consider Hall of Fame-worthy. 
 
2. He doesn't really feel like a Hall of Famer 
 
It's impossible to pin down what a Hall of Famer feels like, but many think that Baines' career lacked the 
sort of historical or narrative consequence traditionally associated with Hall of Famers (even those who 
might not have compiled jaw-dropping numbers). Baines was never the best or most feared hitter in 
baseball, he never won an MVP, he only got MVP votes four times, and despite a solid postseason statline, 
never had a crowning October moment. Even detractors of Jack Morris' induction last year would admit that 
his 10-inning gem in Game 7 of the 1991 World Series was an iconic performance. 
 
3. There are better players who aren't in 
 
The list of players who put together Hall of Fame resumes who nonetheless find themselves on the outside 
looking in -- whether due to PED allegations, an overlooked career or anything else - is as long as it is 
impressive: names like Bonds, Clemens, Sosa, McGwire, Sheffield, Ramirez, Palmeiro. Many find it 
questionable that the Hall of Fame is willing to leave those iconic names out, while admitting someone with 
a lesser track record like Baines.  
 
Many have also pointed out that Baines' career compares unfavorably to that of fellow DH and Mariners 
legend Edgar Martinez, who is currently on his 10th and final year on the BBWAA ballot. 
 
4. People are frustrated by the process 
 
While some of the Eras Committee's selections over the years, particularly those from the Negro Leagues, 
have served to create a more inclusive and thorough Hall of Fame, many find the lack of cohesion and 
transparency in the current process frustrating. While Baines never got more than 6.1 percent of the vote 
during his time on the ballot, the fact that a group of 16 people -- some of whom who have very close 
connections with Baines -- were able to override that extensive voting process has raised a few eyebrows 
across the baseball world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Bryce Harper derby might already be down to three teams – and the White Sox are one of them  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — How about this for the first day of the Winter Meetings? 
 
According to a tweet from NBC LA's Michael Duarte, the Bryce Harper sweepstakes might already be down 
to just three teams. And the White Sox are one of them. 
 
The White Sox, Phillies and Dodgers have been mentioned as possible landing spots for Harper for a while 
now. The White Sox have the financial flexibility and seeming willingness to offer what's expected to be the 
biggest contract in baseball history to a guy who would mesh perfectly with their rebuilding plans. The 
Phillies have vowed to "spend stupid" and have been pegged as perhaps the favorite for more than a month. 
And the Dodgers are a high-spending club who have reportedly already pitched Harper on starring in 
Southern California. The White Sox, for what it's worth, have also reportedly made their pitch, one featuring 
Hall of Famer Jim Thome. 
 
Harper — who once saw enough pitches to walk 13 times during a four-game weekend set with the Cubs 
— has reportedly been hearing quite a lot of pitches this week with all 30 teams in his hometown of Las 
Vegas. 
 
But the perhaps most interesting tidbit of Duarte's tweet is that the Dodgers might find themselves out of 
the running if they're not able to move other pieces around or not willing to meet the requests of Harper's 
agent, Scott Boras. 
 
Also on Day 1 of the Winter Meetings, the New York Yankees pretty much bowed out of the Harper derby, 
and the St. Louis Cardinals did the same thing. 
 
So where does this leave the White Sox? Well, it leaves them, apparently, as one of the teams with the 
best chances to land the biggest fish in this winter's free-agent pond. 
 
If there truly are three finalists, a number that could of course still grow and shrink as the week (and 
offseason) goes on, and the Dodgers aren't looking like a very solid one, then the White Sox would figure 
to be in an excellent position. The Yankees bowing out took a team coming off a 100-win season with a 
championship-caliber roster off the board. The Dodgers boast similar recent success as the back-to-back 
NL champs, but if they're potentially not long for this sweepstakes, either, then the rebuilding White Sox 
don't have to pitch against that kind of immediate success. The Phillies made great strides in their rebuilding 
process last season, but there wouldn't be as much separation between the White Sox and the Phillies, 
when it comes to selling the ability to win championships, as there would be between the White Sox and 
the Dodgers or Yankees. 
 
Harper would be a no-brainer fit with the White Sox future-focused long-term plan. Adding him to the 
collection of highly touted prospects could make the White Sox a contender for years to come, even if it 
doesn't even make them a playoff team right away in 2019. It's the kind of big-time opportunity the White 
Sox have been talking about taking advantage of to align with their ongoing development of a perennial 
contender. 
 
"It’s very important for us to remain very diligent where we are in this," Hahn said Monday night. "We’re 
entering Year 3 of a rebuild, and although I think there’s some potential skepticism that it might be a year 
too soon, perhaps be pushing it, we’re very mindful of that. And we also want to balance the fact there is 
some unique opportunities out there in the market, and we wouldn’t be doing our job — even if it is perhaps 
a year too early — not doing our job if we didn’t fully vet those opportunities. 
 
"It doesn’t mean we’re going to just look for any way to make some sort of splash. It has to fit with the long-
term vision of what we’re trying to accomplish. Traditionally, the third year of a rebuild isn’t always the time 



where you push those chips in, so to speak, but when unique opportunities present themselves you have 
to respond." 
 
The White Sox seem to be responding. Will Harper respond favorably to their pursuit? 
 

 
Emotional Harold Baines remembers his dad on first day as Hall of Famer: ‘I played the game for 
him’  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Harold Baines was famous during his playing days for being a man of few words and a 
man of few outward displays of emotion. 
 
But that changed, even if only briefly, on the day he was introduced as one of the newest members of the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 
When asked who was most happy and most proud of this accomplishment, Baines mentioned his family, 
finally getting to his father, who passed away three years ago. Baines let the tears flow as he called his dad 
"my hero." 
 
Baines talked with our Chuck Garfien after his press conference and elaborated on his feelings, talking 
about his relationship with his dad and his dad's relationship with the game. 
 
"It's hard (to talk about him)," Baines said. "It's very hard. I think I played the game for him, because he 
couldn't. He was born too early. So I always felt I played the game for him. I love the game, but it didn't 
mean that much to me like it did to him. 
 
"I was fortunate enough to get drafted, and I just said, 'I'm playing for him.'" 
 
Coming from Baines, the show of emotion was a rarity. But he revealed that that's something he got from 
his dad, too, along with his love of the game. 
 
"He didn't show emotion," he said. "I know he was proud." 
 

 
White Sox promoting Omar Vizquel to manager of Double-A affiliate  
By Chuck Garfien / NBC Sports Chicago | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Omar Vizquel’s first year as manager of the Class A Winston-Salem Dash was such a 
success he is receiving a promotion inside the White Sox organization. 
 
NBC Sports Chicago has learned that Vizquel will manage the Double-A Birmingham Barons in 2019. 
 
In 2018, his first season as a manager at any level, Vizquel was named the Carolina League’s manager of 
the year after leading the Dash to a first-half title and an 84-54 record. 
 
Vizquel, 51, oversaw the development of many of the White Sox top prospects last season, including Dylan 
Cease, Luis Robert, Blake Rutherford, Micker Adolfo, Luis Gonzalez, Gavin Sheets and Nick Madrigal. 
Many if not all of those players have either already made it to Birmingham or will likely find their way there 
next season, and Vizquel will be there to lead them once again. 
 
Having a manager who played winning baseball at the major league level and can share that experience 
with the White Sox farmhands is a huge bonus for the rebuild. Vizquel made the postseason six times with 
the Cleveland Indians, reaching the World Series in 1995 and 1997. 
 
And thanks to his leadership, he helped create a winning culture with the Dash. 



 
“It didn’t matter that it was the minor leagues. That team was something else,” White Sox pitching prospect 
Zach Thompson said on a recent edition of the White Sox Talk Podcast. “I think that team is a sign of what 
we’re doing with the White Sox organization. I think it’s a sign of what’s to come for us. That team clicked. 
Everyone was best friends. We all got along.” 
 

 
Ken Williams says White Sox have transitioned to a more aggressive role: ‘We’re looking at all 
possibilities now’ 
By Chuck Garfien / NBC Sports Chicago | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — When the White Sox embarked on their rebuild at the Winter Meetings two years ago with 
the trades of Chris Sale and Adam Eaton, this was an offseason that couldn’t come soon enough: The 
transition from sell mode to buy mode. 
 
Last winter, they remained on the sidelines, patiently waiting for their time to arrive: “We expect things to 
be a lot more interesting a year from now,” Rick Hahn said last year in Orlando. 
 
Here we are one year later, in Las Vegas of all places, and the White Sox are angling to hit the jackpot by 
signing a big-name free agent who could take the franchise to the next level. 
 
“We transitioned from the sell mode of years past now to a more aggressive role, and we’re looking at all 
possibilities now,” White Sox executive vice president Ken Williams said Monday. “We’re trying to build it 
back up. We’re still probably a year away from bringing the bulk of our prospects into the fold, but the 
opportunities that present themselves now warrant us dipping our foot in the water, seeing if we can 
accelerate that.” 
 
The two big-name free agents who fit that description are Bryce Harper and Manny Machado. Even with 
one of the best farm systems in baseball and a few of their top young players already in the majors, signing 
either one of these two perennial All Stars would plant a giant flag at Guaranteed Rate Field, signaling to 
the rest of the baseball world that the White Sox mean business. 
 
How important would it be for the White Sox to have a face-of-the-franchise type player who could not only 
bring victories to the win column but more fans to the ballpark? 
 
“If it’s a guy who can play and the right guy and he fits economically into today and tomorrow, then I think 
it’s a great thing. The answer is obvious,” Williams said. “If you develop people or you acquire people who 
fans like and will come out and want to see, that even helps the cause to a greater degree because, what 
does it do? It gives you more revenue, it gives you more resources that you can then try to improve the 
team even more.” 
 
How much will the White Sox be able to improve the team this winter? That’s a big question mark. Signing 
free agents is a two-way street. The White Sox can easily sell their future. Most White Sox fans have bought 
in from the very beginning, but Williams says the team has some heavy lifting ahead to fully cement their 
faith in the rebuild. 
 
“It’s building, but ultimately, you’ve got to prove it to White Sox fans,” Williams said. “We know that, and 
that’s what we’re setting out to try to do. We’re trying to earn their patience. It takes a while sometimes.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Good news for White Sox: Yankees seem to be out on Bryce Harper 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — If the Bryce Harper sweepstakes is the baseball version of a tour through Willy Wonka's 
factory, the New York Yankees might have just fallen in a chocolate river. 
 
The Washington Nationals already turned into a giant blueberry or whatever, with owner Mark Lerner saying 
he doesn't think Harper's returning to the nation's capital after playing the first seven years of his big league 
career there. 
 
And now the Yankees are perhaps off the tour, as well, with general manager Brian Cashman telling 
reporters at the Winter Meetings that his team's outfield might just be too crowded, adding that moving 
Harper to first base (not the first time that's been mentioned this offseason, by the way) isn't an option, 
either. 
 
How out on Harper are the Yankees? Cashman is apparently surprised it's even still a topic of conversation. 
 
More on Manny Machado in a second, but the Yankees bowing out can only be good news for the White 
Sox when it comes to Harper. While the rebuilding White Sox have the seemingly tall task of convincing 
Harper to buy into plans of a bright future on the heels of a 100-loss season, the Yankees seemed to have 
the best selling point: joining up with a 100-win team that could start a new dynasty tomorrow. Well, maybe 
the White Sox no longer have to worry about that kind of competition. 
 
Of course, it's not a surprise to hear the Yankees engaged on Machado, who looks like a perfect fit for the 
Bronx Bombers. Machado could slide in nicely as the starting shortstop while Didi Gregorius recovers from 
Tommy John surgery. So the White Sox, also reported to still be in Machado, perhaps haven't completely 
shaken the Yankees as competition for one of the top players in baseball. 
 
But when it comes to Harper, the Yankees not being in the running seems to only help the South Siders' 
chances. 
 

 
Is it possible the White Sox don’t have much competition in Manny Machado derby?  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Is it possible there aren't many teams vying for Manny Machado? 
 
Machado is one of the two biggest names on this winter's free-agent market, and though he might have 
ruffled some feathers with some now-infamous comments about his distaste for hustling, that wasn't 
expected to have such an impact that the four-time All Star, two-time Gold Glover and three-time top-10 
MVP finisher would be left with relatively few options. 
 
Whether or not that's why, it's being reported that the market for Machado isn't too big, which could be really 
good news for the White Sox and their pursuit of one of the best players in the game. 
 
Fancred's Jon Heyman tweeted Monday that the White Sox are one of three known teams in the running 
for Machado, with three other "mystery teams" in the mix, too. That's still only six teams, though, with the 
added bonus that "the market is limited." 
 
Now just because there might not be that many teams competing for Machado doesn't mean that 
competition won't be stiff. The Phillies, remember, have promised to "spend stupid" this offseason and 
apparently are more in on him than they are on Bryce Harper, the other biggest name on this year's market 
who the White Sox are also reportedly interested in. And Machado makes a heck of a lot of sense for the 
Yankees, who need a shortstop while Didi Gregorius recovers from Tommy John surgery. 
 



Like they would with Harper, the White Sox would have to not only be willing to hand out one of the biggest 
contracts in baseball history but they'd also have to get Machado to buy into their plans of future success 
and the incredible amount of minor league talent in the organization. That seems like a challenge in the 
face of win-now pitches from teams like the Phillies and Yankees, but general manager Rick Hahn is 
convinced it's an attractive pitch. 
 
Unlike Harper, though, Machado presents a couple intriguing questions when it comes to his fit on the 
South Side. First, would the White Sox have to shuffle their infield in order to find a place for Machado? 
He's stated his preference for playing shortstop, one of the few places on the big league roster the White 
Sox already have a long-term piece in Tim Anderson. Would Anderson need to move to make room for 
Machado? Or would Machado be convinced to play third base, where he owns a pair of Gold Gloves? 
Second, given those comments about hustling, how would Machado fit into Rick Renteria's "don't quit" 
culture? Renteria made a habit of benching players last season for not running out ground balls, pop ups 
and line outs, and you'd have to think Machado would suffer the same fate should that hypothetical situation 
arise. 
 
Regardless, Machado would be a no-brainer of a long-term centerpiece for the rebuilding White Sox. He's 
just 26 years old and one of the most productive hitters in the game coming off a career year that featured 
a .297/.367/.538 slash line with 37 home runs and 107 RBIs, not to mention a trip to the World Series with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. When it comes to the much-discussed premium talent that aligns with the long-
term plans on the South Side, it's hard to find a better one than Machado or Harper. 
 
And now maybe the chances he comes to the White Sox look better, what with this small group of 
competitors. 
 
One other thing to add: It's possible a Machado decision might not come for a while. As teams are reportedly 
flocking to Las Vegas to meet with Harper, Machado will reportedly take a more methodical approach and 
visit teams in their cities. 
 
So buckle up. The Machado derby rolls on. 
 

 
GM Rick Hahn says the White Sox won’t stray from their long-term mission  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 11, 2018 
 
The pursuit of free agent Bryce Harper has excited White Sox fans who haven’t enjoyed an American 
League Central title since 2008 or a winning season since 2012. 
 
But general manager Rick Hahn stressed that the Sox’s mission for long-term success will continue even 
if they don’t make a franchise-altering acquisition such as signing Harper. 
 
“White Sox fans have suffered a little bit over the last couple years, but we do not want to do anything at 
this point that’s going to make that suffering for naught,” Hahn said Monday night at the winter meetings. 
“There’s a long-term plan in place. We’re going to do everything in our power to remain diligent to that long-
term vision of what we’re trying to do. 
 
“Hopefully some things arise this offseason that line up with that. If they don’t, we’ll be in a strong position 
next season to ... perhaps being closer to that window opening … be even more aggressive in terms of 
finding those fits.” 
 
To this point, the Sox have remained consistent in not rushing their prospects, even to the point of not 
promoting slugging sensation Eloy Jimenez last September or accelerating the development of prospects 
such as pitcher Dylan Cease. 
 



“We’re not going to rush this thing,” Hahn stressed. “We’re going to give them all the time they need to get 
to the point where they’re ready to succeed in Chicago. But they’re in shouting distance. It’s starting to get 
closer. 
 
“But we’re not going to move it artificially. That’s how we can mess this up.” 
 

 
Ken Williams: White Sox’s pursuit of top free agents such as Bryce Harper an ‘obvious’ choice  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 10, 2018 
 
Executive Vice President Ken Williams admits that the bulk of the White Sox’s top prospects might be a 
year or more away from arriving in the major leagues. 
 
That hasn’t stopped the front office from trying to acquire a signature free agent such as Bryce Harper. 
 
“If it’s a guy who can play and is the right guy and fits economically into today and tomorrow, then I think 
it’s a great thing,” Williams said Monday. 
 
“The answer is obvious.” 
 
General manager Rick Hahn and Williams described the dialogue at the winter meetings as upbeat. The 
Sox believe they’re ready to turn the corner after trading away Chris Sale and Adam Eaton for seven 
prospects at the winter meetings two years ago. Their rebuilding mission has resulted in 95 losses in 2017 
and 100 in 2018. 
 
“The conversations we’re having aren’t about the past,” Hahn said. “They’re about the future, and everyone 
who follows the game closely knows where we’re headed and what we’re trying to accomplish over the past 
couple years and will continue to build for.” 
 
Being part of a promising future “has appeal to people,” Hahn added. “That’s more important.” 
 
Most of the Sox’s talks Monday focused on free agents, with the team’s mission of long-term success 
remaining a priority. 
 
“We want to balance the fact there are some unique opportunities out there on the market,” Hahn said. 
“And we wouldn’t be doing our job even if it is perhaps too early. 
 
“It has to fit with the long-term vision of what we’re trying to accomplish. Traditionally, the third year of a 
rebuild is always the time where you push those chips in. But when unique opportunities present 
themselves, you have to respond.” 
 
 White Sox’s Rick Hahn on trades, free-agent talks 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn discusses possible trades and free agent signings at the winter 
meetings on Dec. 10, 2018, in Las Vegas. 
Some trade speculation has centered around first baseman Jose Abreu, who is one year away from free 
agency. But, “he knows how we feel about him,” Hahn said. “I don’t think it troubles him.” 
 
Moving Yoan Moncada from second to third base hasn’t been ruled out, Hahn said, pending the results of 
the Sox’s attempt to upgrade their roster. 
 
“It’s conceivable it could factor in,” Hahn said. “We’ve had a lot of conversations.” 
 
Hahn acknowledged that Moncada’s skill set could be better suited for third, although “we haven’t made 
any official determination.” 
 



Williams acknowledged the Sox’s plan suffered some setbacks in 2018 with injuries to starting pitchers 
Michael Kopech (elbow surgery that will sideline him for all of 2019) and Dane Dunning (elbow sprain), 
closer Zack Burdi (recovering from elbow surgery) and third baseman Jake Burger (twice-ruptured Achilles 
tendon). 
 
But Williams has been comforted by the development of outfielders Eloy Jimenez, Luis Robert, Blake 
Rutherford and Micker Adolfo. 
 
In addition to Harper, the Sox are pursuing starting and relief help. 
 
“Never in my career have I been comfortable with pitching depth, and I’m not going to get comfortable with 
it now,” Williams said. 
 
A major part of their sales pitch to potential acquisitions is the franchise’s promising future. That potential 
also is being sold to Sox fans, who have suffered through six consecutive losing seasons. 
 
“We got a little buzz when people said, ‘Whoa, this is what Kopech can do,’ ” Williams said. “They’ll get a 
buzz when (Yoan) Moncada corrects some of his issues and a little bit more when they see Eloy and what 
he can do. I think (pitcher) Dylan Cease will be on some people’s radar the same way Kopech was last 
year. 
 
“It’s building, but ultimately you got to prove it to White Sox fans. And we know that. And that’s what we’re 
setting out to do. We’re trying to earn their patience and attention.” 

 
Harold Baines’ Hall of Fame selection sparks controversy and criticism  
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune | December 10, 2018 
 
Upon hearing Sunday night that longtime White Sox outfielder and designated hitter Harold Baines was 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame by a veterans committee, my first reaction was one of elation. 
 
“Good for Harold.” 
 
That was quickly followed by my second reaction: 
 
“Poor Harold.” 
 
One of the least controversial players I’d ever covered was about to become one of the most controversial 
Hall of Fame picks in recent memory. 
 
Knowing Baines, I’m sure it won’t bother him. Nothing does, one reason he was one of my favorite players 
to cover. 
 
But almost immediately after the results were announced on MLB Network, criticism of the selection spread 
over the Twittersphere. Baines was not deemed a Hall of Fame player by any analytic criterion, and the 
fact he was a DH for most of his career only added to the pile-on. 
 
A Sports Illustrated post, headlined “Harold Baines’s Stunning Hall of Fame Election Is an Embarrassment,” 
suggested Mark McGwire was “a hundred times the hitter Baines was, steroids or not,” and argued that 
Baines getting in “before (Edgar) Martinez or (Barry) Bonds or (Roger) Clemens or a dozen other more 
qualified eligible players is ludicrous.” 
 
The writer also questioned the choice of closer Lee Smith but saved most of his venom for Baines, the 
second player, after Frank Thomas, to make the Hall in spite of playing more than half of his games as a 
DH. Though DHs have been part of baseball for almost five decades, they still are second-class citizens 
when it comes to Hall of Fame voting. 
 



“From everything I hear or read, a DH really is not part of the game, I guess,” Baines said. “I don’t agree, 
but maybe this will open up the door for more DHs.” 
 
Baines added: “I understand the system. It just doesn’t bode well for DHs.” 
 
Defending Baines against the analytically bent crowd is a no-win situation. He finished with a 40.7 offensive 
WAR, according to BaseballReference.com, which ranks 293rd in history, behind Jason Kendall. 
 
Jason Kendall! 
 
The old-school stats that seemingly got Baines through the “Today’s Game Era” committee were RBIs (34th 
all time with 1,628) and total bases (43rd with 4,604). Baines played 22 years and finished with 9,908 at-
bats, which ranks 33rd all time. 
 
Longevity clearly was a factor, as Baines’ best finish in MVP voting was ninth in 1985. He was a consistently 
good hitter but never had the one big season to point to or a postseason to remember. Baines appeared in 
one World Series with the A’s, who were swept by the Reds in 1990. 
 
Former Sox first baseman/DH Paul Konerko said people don’t “understand how special you have to be to 
be a really good, solid DH” for years. 
 
“People understand how pinch hitting is very tough, but DHing is essentially like pinch hitting four times a 
night,” Konerko said. “And if you do it for a long time, 10 years, 12 years, I just think people don’t understand 
how tough and how mentally challenging it is, how special you have to be to be good at that position.” 
 
 'There's no finer person': Jerry Reinsdorf on Harold Baines’ Hall of Fame selection 
White Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf discusses former outfielder Harold Baines’ selection to the Hall of 
Fame on Dec. 9, 2018. (Mark Gonzales/Chicago Tribune) 
Baines said Sunday it was “very surprising” to get the news. 
 
“I was only on (the Hall of Fame ballot) one year, so I wasn’t expecting this day to come,” he said. “But that 
doesn’t imply that’s the person I am. I had a great career. I’m very proud of it. But I think any player will tell 
you he doesn’t play the game of baseball to get into the Hall of Fame.” 
 
Actually Baines was on the Hall of Fame ballot five times, though he barely registered with the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America, which is probably why he was “shocked” at the veterans committee vote. 
In his five years on the BBWAA ballot, his best showing was 6.1 percent of the total votes. 
 
Baines was removed after 2011 when he garnered only 28 votes, a little less than the 5 percent necessary 
to remain on the ballot. He finished behind such players as Larry Walker (118 votes), McGwire (115), Fred 
McGriff (104), Dave Parker (84), Don Mattingly (79), Dale Murphy (73) and Juan Gonzalez (30). None of 
those players came close to getting the call. 
 
I voted for Baines all five times (along with 15 times for Smith), knowing it was a lost cause. Because of his 
poor showing in the BBWAA vote, I was surprised Baines was even on the ballot for the “Today’s Game 
Era” committee, which consisted of 16 members: Hall of Famers Roberto Alomar, Bert Blyleven, Pat Gillick, 
Tony La Russa, Greg Maddux, Joe Morgan, John Schuerholz, Ozzie Smith and Joe Torre; major-league 
executives Al Avila, Paul Beeston, Andy MacPhail and Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf; and media 
members/historians Steve Hirdt, Tim Kurkjian and Claire Smith. 
 
Reinsdorf obviously has some clout and lobbied for Baines with the other committee members. 
 
“We never really sat down and had a conversation about it,” Baines said of Reinsdorf. “I always told him I 
don’t worry about things I can’t control. I’m glad he was on that committee this year and helped me get into 
the Hall of Fame.” 
 



But 11 other members voted for Baines, so it wasn’t just Reinsdorf who felt he was worthy of induction. It 
would be nice of the Hall to reveal the results by voter, as most BBWAA members now do with their ballots, 
but that’s another story for another day. 
 
The debate over Baines probably will continue, just like the endless debate over the PED-tainted 
candidates. Either way, he’s finally in the club, and Sox fans can rejoice. 
 

 
Paul Konerko defends Harold Baines as Hall of Famer, says longevity underappreciated  
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune | December 10, 2018 
 
It isn’t surprising that former White Sox first baseman Paul Konerko believes Harold Baines deserves to be 
in the Hall of Fame. 
 
Konerko understands how difficult it is to be a designated hitter, having done so 345 times during an 18-
year career, and he’s a former teammate of Baines. 
 
So why is Baines a Hall of Famer? 
 
“It’s a combination of a lot of things,” Konerko said. “He has really good numbers and really solid statistics 
and all of that. But with him it’s the longevity of always being a constant threat and being dangerous, the 
guy no one wants to face for a long time and just being clutch and quiet and very unassuming too. When 
you add it up all together, this guy is a Hall of Fame guy, and I think everyone’s already known he is.” 
 
Baines’ selection has sparked controversy because of those career numbers, which some believe are short 
of Hall of Fame worthiness. Konerko said Baines’ longevity is underappreciated. He played 22 seasons 
from 1980 to 2001 but lasted only five years on the Hall of Fame ballot. 
 
“I’m glad there are these other vehicles to get into the Hall of Fame because he’s just one of those guys,” 
Konerko said. “And I’ve told people a lot of times, there are a lot of great hitters in the Hall of Fame, but 
Harold Baines is better than a lot of them. 
 
“It’s nice to see him get in and it’s nice to see somebody that is just a good person and a good guy that just 
played the game. I personally think anybody who plays over 20 years should be in the Hall of Fame. It’s 
just that much of a grind. If you get 20 years of service time or beyond, I feel like they should have a special 
wing for you anyway.” 
 
Konerko wasn’t serious, I think. He was more or less extolling the virtues of Baines’ career. 
 
But if there were a special wing for players with 20-plus years, it would be awfully crowded and full of 
lackluster members. 
 
Among players of recent vintage who played 20 years or more are Jamie Moyer and Charlie Hough (25 
seasons each), Rick Dempsey and Jesse Orosco (24), Julio Franco and Rusty Staub (23), Mike Morgan 
and Bill Buckner (22), Tom Gordon and Danny Darwin (21) and Terry Mulholland, Jay Johnstone and 
Darren Oliver (20). 
 

 
Jerry Reinsdorf hopes Harold Baines’ Hall of Fame election helps designated hitters  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 10, 2018 
 
White Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf tried to amuse the other 15 members of the Today’s Game Era 
committee in his attempt to get Harold Baines elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 
“If you do vote him in,” Reinsdorf quipped about the soft-spoken Baines, “it will be a very short speech.” 
 



Baines was voted into the Hall of Fame on Sunday, when he received the minimum 12 votes necessary for 
induction by the committee. 
 
Reinsdorf said fellow committee member Steve Hirdt of the Elias Sports Bureau said that perhaps Baines 
would let out everything he held in for all those years and give a 45-minute speech. 
 
“I don’t think so,” Reinsdorf said. “I wouldn’t be surprised if he said ‘Thank you very much’ and sat down.” 
 
While Baines was known for his polite but short responses, he hopes his election will be a statement that 
more designated hitters belong in the Hall of Fame. Paul Molitor and Frank Thomas played more games 
as a DH than they did at any other position, but they achieved milestones — Molitor with 3,000 hits and 
Thomas with 500 home runs — Baines fell short of. 
 
Baines, hampered by bad knees, was the DH in 1,565 of his 2,579 career starts. He finished with 2,866 hits 
and 384 home runs. 
 
“It just didn’t bode well for DHs, like we were just half a player,” Baines said in a conference call. “That’s 
why I don’t think we got our just due. 
 
“Maybe this will open the door for more DHs.” 
 
'There's no finer person': Jerry Reinsdorf on Harold Baines’ Hall of Fame selection 
White Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf discusses former outfielder Harold Baines’ selection to the Hall of 
Fame on Dec. 9, 2018. (Mark Gonzales/Chicago Tribune) 
Reinsdorf, speaking to reporters from a hotel suite, was more expansive. 
 
“The DH is getting more respect now than it used to,” he said. “People recognize David Ortiz will have to 
go in, and almost his whole career was as a DH. Frank (Thomas) was regarded most of his career as a 
DH. Edgar Martinez probably will get in, so I think that attitude of people toward the DH changed quite a 
lot. 
 
“That probably contributed to why (Baines) got in now as opposed to last time.” 
 
Reinsdorf pointed to two other possible reasons for Baines’ omission until Sunday. 
 
“If he had 3,000 hits, he would have been in sooner,” Reinsdorf said. “We traded him to the Rangers (in a 
five-player trade involving Sammy Sosa in 1989), and they platooned him. Harold hit lefties when he was 
with us. It was a shame he got platooned. 
 
“And the other things that cost him was the two (labor) strikes. He missed 56 games I think or something 
like that in 1981, and then 94-95. If it wasn’t for those strikes, Harold would have had his 3,000 hits, and 
that’s an automatic. 
 
“But this is great. He was a great player. He’s a great human being. I’m so happy for Harold.” 
 

 
5 questions for the White Sox at the winter meetings  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 9, 2018 
 
After six consecutive fourth and fifth-place finishes, are the White Sox ready to stand up in the American 
League Central? 
 
With a deep farm system and a low financial overhead, the Sox are in a position to accelerate their 
rebuilding — if they so desire. 
 



The Sox will arrive in Las Vegas for the winter meetings starting Sunday with plenty to offer free agents and 
several holes to fill as they embark on their long-awaited ascent. Here are some key questions facing the 
team. 
 
1. Is the price on Bryce right? 
 
The prevailing thought is that the Sox, because they likely are not yet contenders, will need to make the 
ultimate sales pitch to entice free agent Bryce Harper, whose Nationals teams failed to advance past the 
National League Division Series four times. 
 
Harper’s market value never will be as high as it is now, so the Sox will clearly have to outbid competitors. 
 
The Sox have a plethora of intriguing prospects, and the inevitable breakup of the defending division 
champion Indians makes this an ideal time for the Sox to make their most shocking signing in 20 seasons. 
 
2. Where to start? 
 
The Sox have a need for a veteran innings-eater at the back end of the rotation — similar to Miguel 
Gonzalez in 2016-17 — as Reynaldo Lopez, Lucas Giolito and Carlos Rodon continue their development 
and Michael Kopech recovers from Tommy John surgery. 
 
Dylan Covey pitched better in the second half of 2018, but he lacks consistency. Dylan Cease posted a 
1.72 ERA in 10 starts at Double-A Birmingham but might benefit from another year of minor-league 
seasoning, as would Kodi Medeiros. 
 
3. Who’s hot at the hot corner? 
 
Carlos Sanchez adjusted well to full-time duty at third base in 2018, and the Sox’s faith in him was reinforced 
with their decision not to tender Matt Davidson a contract. 
 
Offensively, Sanchez doesn’t fit the profile of a third baseman, but he might be the best answer for now. 
 
If the Sox lose the Harper sweepstakes, they could pursue left-handed hitter Mike Moustakas and shift 
Sanchez to a utility role. 
 
The other option is moving Yoan Moncada from second, but that might not gain momentum until 2018 first-
round pick Nick Madrigal is close to the majors. 
 
4. Who’s the leader in the clubhouse? 
 
Considering the many times manager Rick Renteria pulled players in the middle of games for a lack of 
hustle, adding a veteran to reinforce his message and stress that losing is unacceptable would be helpful 
if the Sox want to take an important step in their maturation process. 
 
5. Who’s the backup catcher? 
 
Omar Narvaez and Kevan Smith, who combined to catch 73 percent of the Sox’s innings last season, are 
gone. 
 
That workload swelled after veteran Welington Castillo was suspended for 80 games on May 24. Castillo 
returns with plenty of experience from his days with the Cubs, Diamondbacks and Orioles, and the Sox 
added Seby Zavala to the 40-man roster after hitting .258 at Birmingham and Triple-A Charlotte. 
 
But an experienced backup is needed, especially if Castillo gets hurt. Zavala has played in only 48 games 
in Triple A. 
 



 
Cubs pitcher Lee Smith and White Sox outfielder Harold Baines elected to the Hall of Fame  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 9, 2018 
 
hicago baseball fans celebrated collectively Sunday night, when former Cubs closer Lee Smith and White 
Sox outfielder Harold Baines were named the newest members of the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 
 
They were selected by the 16-member Today’s Game Era committee, which requires 12 votes for induction 
and included Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf and former Sox manager Tony La Russa. 
 
“You can bet Jerry was working the room,” one Sox source said of his Reinsdorf’s efforts to get Baines the 
necessary votes. 
 
Smith received all 16 votes, Baines earned the minimum 12, and former Cubs manager Lou Piniella was 
one vote short of induction at 11. 
 
“(Baines) deserves it,” Reinsdorf said. “It was a shame he didn’t get in sooner. I looked at Tony La Russa 
and thought he was going to cry.” 
 
Smith and Baines will be inducted on July 21, 2019 in Cooperstown, N.Y. 
 
Smith, 61, retired in 1997 after an 18-year career as the all-time leader with 478 saves. He earned 180 
saves in eight seasons (1980-87) with the Cubs. The big right-hander was an All-Star seven times and 
saved 30 or more games 10 times. 
 
Smith, who pitched for seven teams after the Cubs traded him to the Red Sox in 1987 for Al Nipper and 
Calvin Schiraldi, now ranks a distant third on the all-time saves list behind Mariano Rivera’s 652 and Trevor 
Hoffman’s 601. Smith becomes the eighth reliever in the Hall of Fame after those two, Dennis Eckersley, 
Rollie Fingers, Rich Gossage, Bruce Sutter and Hoyt Wilhelm. 
 
Smith is a special assistant with the Giants. 
 
Baines collected 2,866 hits with a smooth left-handed swing during a 22-year career. He earned four of his 
six American League All-Star selections with the White Sox, with whom he played 14 of his 22 seasons and 
collected 1,773 hits. 
 
“When the game was on the line in the eighth or ninth inning,” Reinsdorf said, “and you can pick somebody 
to you wanted up, it was Harold Baines.” 
 
Baines, 59, was the first overall selection in the 1977 draft by then-owner Bill Veeck and reached the majors 
three years later. He played for the Sox from 1980-89 and was traded midseason to the Rangers with Fred 
Manrique for Sammy Sosa, Wilson Alvarez and Scott Fletcher. 
 
He returned to the Sox in 1996-97 and 2000-01, and also played for the Orioles, Athletics and Indians 
before finishing with a .289 batting average. 
 
Baines hit .300 or higher eight times and hit 20 or more home runs in 11 seasons. His 1,628 RBIs rank 34th 
all-time, and he added 488 doubles and 384 home runs. 
 
At the time of his retirement after the 2001 season, Baines was the all-time leader among designated hitters 
in games, hits, home runs and RBIs. 
 
Baines serves as an ambassador for the Sox. 
 
The Today’s Game Era committee’s other committee members were Hall of Famers Roberto Alomar, Bert 
Blyleven, Pat Gillick, Greg Maddux, Joe Morgan, John Schuerholz, Ozzie Smith and Joe Torre; major-



league executives Al Avila, Paul Beeston and former Cubs general manager Andy MacPhail; and veteran 
media members/historians Steve Hirdt, Tim Kurkjian and Claire Smith. 
 
The committee members spent Sunday reviewing the credentials of the 10 candidates until they were ready 
to vote. 
 
Candidates who fell short were former players Joe Carter, Albert Belle, Will Clark and Orel Hershiser; 
managers Piniella, Davey Johnson and Charlie Manuel and owner George Steinbrenner. 
 
The finalists were selected by the Historical Overview Committee appointed by the Baseball Writers’ 
Association of America. Eligible candidates were selected from among a pool of managers, umpires, 
executives and players whose greatest career impact occurred after 1988. 
 

 
Kris Bryant could see his Las Vegas buddy Bryce Harper land with the White Sox  
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune | December 9, 2018 
 
Bryce Harper and Kris Bryant can get an up-close and personal view of the winter meetings this week 
without turning on their TVs. 
 
All the two Las Vegas natives need to do is head over to the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino, where all 
the action is taking place. 
 
Harper, of course, is one of the star attractions of the meetings, along with fellow free agent Manny 
Machado. He’s looking to become the highest-paid player in the game, according to reports, and just might 
get it if the bidding gets out of control. 
 
Bryant, meanwhile, is just an interested observer, albeit one hoping to remain with the Cubs after an ESPN 
report maintained he was being made available this offseason. 
 
Only a couple of summers ago, the Vegas buddies were rumored to be future teammates, a rumor that 
started when MLB Network's Peter Gammons told WSCR-AM 670: “I have people who tell me Bryce Harper 
would prefer to play for the Cubs.” Bryant and Harper then appeared together in one of Harper’s Instagram 
posts with the hashtag “#Back2BackOneDay.” 
 
“He’s funny, man,” Bryant told me afterward, suggesting Harper was just “stirring the pot” for the media. 
“He knows how to get people talking about stuff, and I love that about him.” 
 
Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo, the better half of “Bryzzo,” then chimed in, saying the Harper rumor 
made perfect sense. 
 
“I don’t blame him,” Rizzo said. “Who wouldn’t want to play in Chicago in the summertime?” 
 
The Cubs seemingly are out of the picture because of budgetary issues, but the White Sox are expected 
to make their big push this week. According to ESPN’s Tim Kurkjian, the Sox are among the top three 
contenders for Harper, along with the Dodgers and Phillies. 
 
Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant 
Photos of Kris Bryant, the 2016 National League MVP and the Cubs' second overall pick in the 2013 draft. 
The Dodgers are perennial contenders and Los Angeles is relatively close to Harper’s Las Vegas home. It 
would seem a natural fit for someone whose long, flowing hair is part of his persona, or at least it was until 
he recently got a buzz cut, as evidenced by Bryant’s Instagram picture of the two friends, their wives and 
the singer Nelly. 
 



The Phillies are further along in their rebuild than the Sox and seemingly have more incentive to outbid all 
rivals. They threw $75 million at Jake Arrieta last winter and last month owner John Middleton told USA 
Today: “We’re going into this expecting to spend money, and maybe even be a little bit stupid about it.” 
 
What do the Sox have to sell to Harper on? 
 
A ton of top prospects, enough money to spend stupidly if necessary, and an opportunity to play baseball 
in a real baseball town. 
 
Asked how he’d sell a team that lost 100 games and resides in the same city as the Cubs to a marquee 
free agent, Sox general manager Rick Hahn implied the question was silly. 
 
“I chuckle a little bit, because you’ve got to understand these guys are professionals and they understand 
deep nuances about each individual franchise,” he replied. “From a macro standpoint, the idea of potentially 
being a winner in Chicago has a very broad appeal. 
 
“From a nuanced standpoint, the chance to be part of the White Sox organization based on what our future 
looks like — futures that these players are familiar with and understand, having either seeing personally 
how some of these young players play or video or have talked to other players about them — it’s something 
they buy into. 
 
“There is an allure not just (about) winning in this city but being part of something that’s potentially 
sustainable and potentially great. Where we were in Year 2 of a rebuild I don’t think really plays a huge role 
in the decision-making process of what a player is buying into in terms of the long-term future.” 
 
While the courtship of Harper continues, Cubs President Theo Epstein acknowledged he spoke to Bryant 
after the ESPN report to allay any concerns the 2016 Most Valuable Player was actively being shopped. 
 
“I talked to him briefly,” Epstein said. “He wasn’t concerned about it, but it’s always good to hear (the truth).” 
 
Epstein reiterated they don’t intend to trade Bryant, who is arbitration-eligible and turned down the Cubs’ 
attempts at getting a long-term deal that would keep him past 2021, when he’ll become a free agent. 
 
“Our only relevant thinking there is probably what led to the report anyway,” Epstein said. “I think I was 
asked a question, ‘Do we have any untouchables?’ And the answer is ‘no.’ There are enough limitations 
anyway, and trying to get better you don’t want to impose an artificial one on yourself. 
 
“But I think in the same breath I said there are some players who are so talented, so well-rounded and so 
impactful on what they can do, their performance on the field, and their impact on the franchise more broadly 
that it’s virtually impossible to find a match. I’ll just leave it at that. It speaks for itself.” 
 
So look for Bryant to remain a Cub, at least for the near future. And if the Sox can beat the odds and 
convince Harper to come to the South Side, the two Vegas pals would actually be together in Chicago, 
albeit on opposite ends of town. 
 
Perhaps Rizzo had the best sales pitch all along: 
 
Who wouldn’t want to play in Chicago in the summertime? 
 

 
Cubs are watching their wallets, while the White Sox suddenly have money to burn  
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune | December 9, 2018 
 
You might have thought Cubs President Theo Epstein and White Sox general manager Rick Hahn had 
swapped bodies the other day if you weren’t paying closer attention. 
 



While Hahn was fueling speculation the Sox would be in the mix to add a megabucks free agent to a 100-
loss team that’s nowhere close to contending, Epstein was downplaying the possibility of adding a big-
name hitter to a 95-win team whose window to win remains wide open. 
 
What’s wrong with this picture? Is this the start of a bizarro baseball winter in Chicago? Or were our 
notorious wheelers and dealers simply putting on their best poker faces before the annual winter meetings 
in Las Vegas? 
 
We’ll find out soon enough as Hahn and Epstein begin executing their respective game plans to heat up 
the hot-stove season. 
 
Hahn and Epstein love to be in the middle of the action during the winter meetings. 
 
Hahn’s blockbuster deals — bringing in Jeff Samardzija in a six-player trade in 2014 and dealing Chris Sale 
for three prospects, including Michael Kopech and Yoan Monacada, in 2016 — have been matched by 
Epstein’s marquee free-agent signings, including Jon Lester in 2014, Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward in 
2015 and Brandon Morrow last December. 
 
 
As Epstein addressed the media Thursday afternoon at the Cubs complex, construction workers were 
building new premium suites at Wrigley Field to add to the team’s already bountiful coffers. But with the 
Cubs bumping heads with the luxury tax, Epstein suddenly seems willing to curb his enthusiasm for 
spending. 
 
“We're not overly guided by the (collective-bargaining agreement), although you take it into account for 
strategic purposes, especially over the long haul,” Epstein said. “But like any good business, we have a 
budget, and you adhere to it.” 
 
Hahn, meanwhile, has the luxury of spending freely on pricey free agents, even if it’s too soon in the 
rebuilding process. He recently dispatched assistant Jim Thome to lobby premier slugger Bryce Harper on 
the joys of Sox, and while it seems far-fetched to believe Harper would land on the South Side, the team’s 
interest is real. Hahn said during a teleconference Thursday that they’re serious about getting serious in 
Year Three of the rebuild — but only if it’s the right player. 
 
“Yes, there are top-of-the-market, premium-type players that we’ve made no secret about potentially fitting 
into our long-term vision for this organization,” he said. “However, if for whatever reason anyone along 
those lines doesn’t end up in a White Sox uniform, that doesn’t mean we’re going to scurry around and just 
look for short-term fixes to get just modest improvement.” 
 
Hahn’s penchant for secrecy is well-known. Last month at the general managers meetings he revealed they 
had signed manager Rick Renteria to an extension last spring without announcing it. But Epstein one-upped 
Hahn on Thursday by revealing a secret of his own — that Morrow underwent arthroscopic elbow surgery 
on Nov. 6 and likely will be unavailable to start the 2019 season. 
 
Asked about the closer situation Nov. 7 at the GM meetings, Epstein said: “I want as many really talented 
options as we can in the pen. That’s what we ask ourselves, more so than: ‘Do we have a quote, unquote, 
closer.’ We lost Morrow and (Pedro Strop) stepped up and did an unbelievable job. 
 
“Had we gone into the (2018 season) with (Strop) as the closer, you guys would’ve been all over us. That’s 
just the way it goes. Until you’ve shown you can do it, there are questions. I just want to make sure we have 
a really talented pen with lots of different options and see how things shake out. 
 
“Given our other needs, given our roster and payroll situation now and going forward, investing long term 
in a closer, you know, big money, isn’t really high our priority list right now. Stranger things have happened, 
but we have some other areas to address.” 
 



But a month after the surgery, Epstein finally revealed the Morrow news, saying: “This is the first time we 
were asked about him, so I’ll answer it.” 
 
Either way, the Cubs need bullpen help, as does almost everyone else, including the Sox. 
 
Hahn began to address the porous Sox pen by acquiring potential closer Alex Colome from the Mariners, 
but there’s much more work to be done and few shutdown relievers on the market, outside of Craig Kimbrel. 
Hahn remained uncharacteristically quiet at last year’s winter meetings, knowing 2018 would be a 
challenging season and adding expensive free agents would be counterproductive. 
 
Epstein wound up signing relievers Morrow and Drew Smyly — who didn’t pitch in ’18 — aside from laying 
the groundwork for the February signing of Yu Darvish to a six-year, $126 million deal. That has been a 
bust so far, along with the Tyler Chatwood deal. 
 
“Our offseason moves should not be evaluated well at all,” Epstein said at the GM meetings. “Our in-season 
moves were pretty darn good. We’ll try to have a much better offseason.” 
 

 
White Sox and Cubs have long shopping lists as the winter meetings begin  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 9, 2018 
 
Adding free-agent superstar Bryce Harper wouldn’t be enough to shore up all of the holes on the young 
White Sox roster. 
 
And even a successful trade for left-hander Cole Hamels on July 27 didn’t vault the Cubs any further than 
the National League wild-card game. 
 
So both teams have plenty of boxes to check as the winter meetings began Sunday at the spacious 
Mandalay Bay resort. 
 
The Cubs may need to trade one or more of their top young major-league players to achieve the payroll 
flexibility needed to address their needs after they failed to reach the NL Championship Series for the first 
time since 2014. 
 
“Things change if you don’t perform,” Cubs President Theo Epstein said. “That’s the nature of it. We’re not 
ruling anything in; we’re not ruling anything out.” 
 
The Cubs and Sox have plenty of space on their 40-man rosters to add players before Thursday’s Rule 5 
Draft, so there’s ample time to address their priorities. 
 
The Sox possess plenty of financial freedom to pursue Harper in an attempt to propel themselves from a 
100-loss season to contention in the American League Central. 
 
Their chances of landing Harper weren’t hurt when Nationals owner Mark Lerner told a local radio station 
he didn’t expect his prized slugger to return. 
 
But the Phillies, who also have deep financial resources and are considered closer to winning than the Sox 
are, already have announced their intentions to make a big splash. 
 
The Sox’s current payroll commitment for 2019 is $15 million to four players, not counting arbitration-eligible 
or pre-arbitration players. They could keep that number from increasing by about $16 million if they were 
to trade first baseman Jose Abreu, who is projected to earn that amount in his final season of arbitration. 
 
Dealing Abreu could allow the Sox to address at least one of their many needs: starting pitchers, relievers 
and a backup catcher. 
 



Adding a veteran starter could take some stress off young pitchers Reynaldo Lopez, Carlos Rodon and 
Lucas Giolito and lessen any temptation to promote prospects like Jordan Stephens, Kodi Medeiros and 
Dylan Cease. 
 
The addition of Alex Colome via trade from the Mariners gives the Sox a luxury: a closer for a team not 
expected to contend. Nevertheless, they still need bullpen help to assist a group of youngsters with little 
major-league experience. 
 
The Cubs’ search for relief help became more urgent with the disclosure that closer Brandon Morrow might 
not be available for the season’s first month after undergoing arthroscopic on his right elbow. Left-handers 
Zach Britton and Andrew Miller have closer experience, but the demand for their services could exceed the 
Cubs’ budget. 
 
A trade seems more plausible, possibly involving outfielders Ian Happ or Albert Almora Jr. and pitching 
prospects at the lower levels of the minor leagues. 
 
“So if there are (financial) limitations or a need to get creative, it just underscores the fact we have to do a 
better job,” Epstein said. “We have to find value and efficiency on the roster.” 
 
Epstein also is focused on searching for a backup player — preferably a middle infielder — with versatility 
and on-base skills. 
 
The fact that the Cubs lost the NL Central title despite winning 95 games wasn’t lost on Epstein. 
 
“There are a lot of things that go into winning besides talent,” Epstein said. “Talent goes only so far.” 
 

 
Herm Schneider and White Sox training staff earn MLB award  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 7, 2018 
 
Herm Schneider’s 40th and final season as the White Sox head athletic trainer will be remembered fondly. 
 
Schneider, who will become trainer emeritus next season, and assistants Brian Ball and Brett Walker were 
named the 2018 Major League Baseball athletic training staff of the year by the Professional Baseball 
Athletic Trainers Society (PBATS). 
 
“It’s very gratifying and a tremendous honor that our staff has been recognized by our peers for providing 
outstanding quality treatment to Chicago White Sox players,” Schneider said in a statement. “Our entire 
athletic training and medical staffs take a great deal of pride in giving the best possible care for everyone 
who wears a White Sox uniform.” 
 
The Sox announced later that Ball, an assistant trainer since 2001, was promoted to head trainer, with 
Walker (major league physical therapist/assistant athletic trainer) and James Kruk (major league assistant 
athletic trainer) receiving new titles. 
 
The Sox have fielded the healthiest team in baseball over the last 17 seasons in terms of fewest players 
on the disabled list and total days missed because of injury. 
 
During that span, the Sox have used the DL 185 times for a total of 9,057 days missed, both the lowest 
totals in the majors. They led the American League in fewest player days missed eight times in that span 
and finished second four times. 
 
“To win an award voted on by your peers means a lot to any professional, and we couldn’t be happier for 
the White Sox staff,” said PBATS President Mark O’Neal, the Cubs director of medical administration. 
“These three men have worked tirelessly for the White Sox organization and for the players in their care, 
while showing amazing character as ambassadors for athletic training in Major League Baseball.” 



 
The Sox also hired Mike Reinold as senior medical advisor. Reinold is owner of Champion Physical Therapy 
and Performance in Boston and was a member of the Red Sox’s medical staff from 2006-12. 
 

 
White Sox newcomer Alex Colome eager to compete for closer role: ‘I know I can do the job’  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 6, 2018 
 
Newcomer Alex Colome’s 96 career saves make him a natural candidate to handle the closer role for the 
White Sox. 
 
“I wasn’t expecting a trade to Chicago,” Colome said Thursday during a conference call with reporters. “But 
I was really happy when it happened, especially after my agent told me I’d have a pretty good opportunity 
to be a closer again.” 
 
The Sox acquired Colome, 29, from the Mariners on Friday for catcher Omar Narvaez. Colome, a former 
closer with the Rays, will have the opportunity to compete for the role with Nate Jones, who missed most 
of 2018 because of a muscle strain in his right arm. 
 
“I can’t tell you right now that I’m going to be the closer,” said Colome, who was used in a setup role behind 
Edwin Diaz (since dealt to the Mets) after being traded from the Rays to the Mariners on May 25. “I know I 
have to earn that position. I will be ready for that. That’s something I have to prove in spring training, and 
I’m very confident in myself and know I can do the job.” 
 
Colome had a career-high 47 saves with the Rays in 2017. He admitted he was initially unhappy in the 
setup role but responded with a 2.53 ERA with 47 strikeouts in 46 1/3 innings and one save with the 
Mariners. 
 
“My mind wasn’t in the right spot in that moment,” said Colome, who came to embrace the opportunity to 
still pitch “with the game on the line” in a setup role. 
 
Colome, whose fastball tops out in the 98-mph range, sounded invigorated by his trade to the Sox. He said 
he has yet to speak with manager Rick Renteria. 
 
With six years of experience, Colome believes he can help a young team, especially after his brother and 
veteran relievers, including Fernando Rodney and Joel Peralta, mentored him. 
 
“I can be a very good example for the guys,” Colome said. “I’d personally like to talk to the guys and help 
them in best way I can.” 
 
Colome described his trade as a “big surprise,” given that he had joined a Mariners team with playoff 
ambitions less than seven months ago. 
 
“When I started seeing all the trades, it really surprised me,” Colome said. “I wasn’t expecting that. 
 
“But when they traded me to the White Sox, I felt happy because I know this is a young team with a lot of 
energy, a team that is planning to be a competitive team and fight for a playoff spot in years to come.” 
 
Thinking long term 
 
It isn’t “do or die” for the Sox if they don’t land a top free agent, such as Bryce Harper, this offseason, 
general manager Rick Hahn said. 
 
“We don’t want to do anything shortsighted at this point, anything that just necessarily is going to make us 
have a short-term Band-Aid, so to speak, and potentially put us in a difficult situation for the long term when 



in fact we are in position to contend on an annual basis,” Hahn said during a conference call in advance of 
the winter meetings, which begin Sunday in Las Vegas. 
 
“In other words, yes, there are top-of-the-market, premium-type players, and we’ve made no secret about 
potentially them fitting our long-term vision for the organization. However, if for whatever reason anyone 
along those lines doesn’t end up in a White Sox uniform, that doesn’t mean then we’re going to scurry 
around and look for just short-term fixes to get modest improvement.” 
 

 
Time is now for White Sox to be aggressive, Williams says  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Enough already, White Sox executive vice president Ken Williams said. Losing stinks. 
 
It’s time to move forward. 
 
Talking on an uneventful first day of the winter meetings at Mandalay Bay, Williams acknowledged that, in 
the third year of the rebuild, it’s time to be aggressive. 
 
And spend? 
 
 
White Sox executive vice president Ken Williams. Chicago Sun-Times) 
 
“It goes hand in hand sometimes,’’ Williams said. “But we’ve prepared for this. This is not by accident that 
we’re in a better position to do some things in a more aggressive way. We’ve prepared for this, and that 
was part of our plan all along. We knew that we would get here, and it may be a year too early, but the 
opportunities that exist exist this year.” 
 
By prepared, Williams was alluding to the payroll obligations the Sox have allowed to dwindle over the last 
few years. The Sox have four players on the books for next season for about $15 million before adding 
arbitration-eligible and pre-arbitration players. Asked if it’s time to be more aggressive in the pursuit of 
talent, Williams answered with an emphatic, “Yes.” 
 
“Yes, it is time now,’’ he said. “The conversations in the room are very different this year. We’ve got our eye 
toward getting better.” 
 
The Sox haven’t had a winning record in the last six seasons and haven’t been to the postseason since 
2008. Winning matters because it creates a winning culture and puts money in the coffers from ticket sales 
for needed revenues to help improve the team. 
 
“It’s been tough on our fans, tough on us,’’ Williams said. 
 
The Sox are known to be in the sweepstakes for free-agent outfielder Bryce Harper, who has reportedly 
turned down a $300 million, 10-year offer from the Nationals. Just how far they would go to outbid another 
club for Harper, who is represented by Scott Boars, is unknown. And they are known to have more than 
marginal interest in third baseman/shortstop Manny Machado, the other expensive young superstar on the 
market, who is represented by Dan Lozano. 
 
There is a growing expectation Harper, who met with the Sox in November, and Machado, who reportedly 
wants to meet with interested teams in their respective cities, won’t sign till after the meetings. 
 
Besides looking at those big-ticket items that fit their long-range plans, the Sox are also looking to add more 
immediate needs, such as starting pitching, bullpen help and another catcher. 
 



“We’ve been engaged in conversations,’’ Sox general manager Rick Hahn said. “Today was a little more 
on the free-agent side than the trade side, but there has been a mix of both. It’s standard this time of year.’’ 
 
What isn’t standard is the Sox signing free agents of this magnitude. But those who are close to chairman 
Jerry Reinsdorf say he wants another title to go with the 2005 World Series championship, and the spending 
part at this juncture in the rebuild is all part of the long-range plan. 
 
“Although I think there’s some potential skepticism that it might be a year too soon, perhaps be pushing it, 
we’re very mindful of that,’’ Hahn said. ‘‘We also want to balance the fact that there are some unique 
opportunities in the market. 
 
“It doesn’t mean we’re going to just look for any way to make some sort of splash. It has to fit with [our] 
long-term vision.’’ 
 
Williams has never been a patient one, so he can’t wait to put the bad years “in our rearview mirror.” 
 
“Listen, the closer we get to our young players coming up and starting to have an impact, the more exciting 
it gets, the more light at the end of the tunnel, for sure,’’ he said. 
 

 
Harold Baines’ election to Hall quite the shocker, even to Baines  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Harold Baines making the Hall of Fame was a surprise — a shock, even — but former 
White Sox star Paul Konerko has no beef. 
 
“I’m glad there are these other vehicles to get into the Hall of Fame because he’s just one of those guys,” 
Konerko said of the Today’s Game Era Committee, which voted Baines into the Hall on Sunday night. 
“There are a lot of great hitters in the Hall of Fame, but Harold Baines is better than a lot of them.’’ 
 
Baines, a six-time All-Star who played 22 seasons for the Sox, Rangers, Athletics, Orioles and Indians, 
collected 2,866 hits, 384 home runs and 1,628 RBI, excellent career numbers that got him no more than 6 
percent backing from the Baseball Writers’ Association of America from 2007 to 2011 — which left him off 
the ballot after that. 
 
Enter the Today’s Game Era Committee, which, like Konerko, had a much different take on Baines’ 
accomplishments. While the Sox’ organization celebrated, a “Wait, what?” reaction was the overriding 
response. 
 
Harold Baines watches his ninth inning solo home run head for the center field seats during the White Sox's 
3-2 win over the Cleveland Indians in Cleveland. Smooth-swinging Baines was elected to the baseball Hall 
of Fame on Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018. (AP Photo/Jeff Glidden, File) 
 
Sports Illustrated’s “Harold Baines’ Stuffing Hall of Fame Election is an Embarrassment” was just one of 
many negative headlines. 
 
Even Baines said he was “very shocked” at the good news, but maybe he shouldn’t have been, considering 
Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf and Tony La Russa, Baines’ former Sox manager, were on the committee 
as well as Baines’ general manager in Baltimore, Pat Gillick, albeit with only three of 16 votes, to lend 
support. 
 
“He just deserved it,’’ Reinsdorf said. “There was no arm-twisting.” 
 
Baines was emotional at the news conference Monday, breaking down when talking about his father, who 
passed away three years ago, not being able to enjoy the honor. 
 



“He was my hero,” Baines said. 
 
Abreu trade rumors 
 
General manager Rick Hahn downplayed reports of the Dodgers’ and Astros’ interest in first baseman Jose 
Abreu, who is entering the last year of his contract. 
 
“It’s the nature of the season, the nature of the business, a lot of stuff gets floated out there that is 
inaccurate,’’ Hahn said. “He knows how we feel about him.’’ 
 
Moncada switch? 
 
Yoan Moncada switching from second base to third base is still on the table. Moncada’s skills might be 
better suited for the corner. 
 
“The athleticism, his reaction time, his quickness and arm strength, it is possible,’’ Hahn said. 
 
Minor addition 
 
The Sox signed middle infielder Ryan Goins to a minor-league contract with an invitation to spring training. 
 

 
White Sox say they have something to offer  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 8, 2018 
 
Even if the White Sox have the hundreds of millions to spend on the highest priced free agents on the 
market, it takes two to tango. 
 
Cash is king, but superstars like Bryce Harper and Manny Machado will likely want a little more than just 
dollars. What about the Sox would make them want to come to them? 
 
The Sox are, after all, owners of the eighth-longest postseason drought in American professional sports 
(nine years), haven’t enjoyed a winning season in six and are coming off a 100-loss season in which they 
ranked 25th among 30 teams in baseball attendance. 
 
What the Sox are selling, though, is one of the biggest markets in sports where a Harper can enhance his 
brand and a clear, mapped-out vision for the future that promises better days ahead with a highly-rated 
farm system featuring outfielders Eloy Jimenez, Luis Robert, minor league pitcher of the year Dylan Cease 
and more. 
 
Rick Hahn answers a question from the media during Major League Baseball's winter meetings two years 
ago in Oxon Hill, Md. (AP) 
 
Guys like Harper already know what’s coming for the Sox, general manager Rick Hahn said. 
 
“I chuckle a little bit because you have to understand these guys are professionals and they understand 
deep nuances about each individual franchise and from a macro standpoint,’’ Hahn said. “The idea of 
potentially being part of a winner in Chicago has very broad appeal. 
 
“From a nuanced standpoint, the chance to be part of the White Sox organization based upon what our 
future looks like — futures that these players are familiar with and understand having seen personally some 
of these young players play or video or talked to other players about them, it’s something that they buy 
into.’’ 
 
Those rooting for chairman Jerry Reinsdorf to buy into Harper and splurge like he never has before had to 
be encouraged by Nationals owner Mark Lerner saying his reported $300 million, 10-year offer made to 



Harper and agent Scott Boras during the season was as high as he’d go. Ten or so teams might still be in 
the mix, including the Phillies who’ve declared themselves ready to “spend stupid money,” but the Nats 
were viewed among the favorites until Lerner said, “I really don’t expect [Harper] to come back at this point. 
I think they’ve decided to move on.’’ 
 
But to where? The Sox are trying to sell free agents on being part of something being built, as Hahn says, 
“that’s potentially sustainable and potentially great” in a world-class city. 
 
Educated guesses as to when Harper will sign vary from as soon next week at the Winter Meetings in Las 
Vegas to perhaps next month. The Sox remain off most favorites lists, although national baseball analyst 
Tim Kurkjian rates them third in the Harper sweepstakes behind the Phillies and Dodgers, and as willing 
spenders won’t be counted out. 
 
“I do think they want to make a splash,” said an American League Central source who viewed the cash 
savings from non-tendering outfielder Avisail Garcia as one sign of Sox intentions. “I get the feeling the Sox 
are very anxious to get some fan attention, help get people in the seats.’’ 
 
Hahn has steadfastly maintained the Sox won’t do anything that doesn’t have the greater good of the long-
term in mind. But he does have immediate, less splashy short-term needs to address, including adding a 
veteran starting pitcher, perhaps more bullpen help and a catcher to complement Welington Castillo. 
 
Not to mention a third baseman and outfielder. 
 
“We don’t want to do anything short-sighted at this point,” Hahn said. “Anything that’s just necessarily going 
to make us have a short-term band-aid so to speak and potentially put us in a difficult situation for the long 
term when in fact we are then in a position to contend on an annual basis. In other words, yes, there are 
top of the market premium players that we’ve made no secret about potentially fitting our long-term vision 
for this organization. However, if for whatever reason anyone along those lines doesn’t wind up in the White 
Sox organization, that doesn’t mean then we are going to scurry around and look for short-term fixes to get 
modest improvements.” 
 

 
White Sox announce changes to training staff  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 7, 2018 
 
The White Sox announced changes to their major league athletic training staff, adding Mike Reinold in the 
new role of senior medical advisor and promoting Brian Ball to head athletic trainer, Brett Walker to physical 
therapist/assistant trainer and James Kruk to assistant athletic trainer. 
 
“With Herm Schneider’s move to an emeritus status and several standout trainers already in place on our 
staff, we decided to take this opportunity to re-imagine the high performance aspect of our medical, training, 
therapy and rehabilitation programs,” Sox general manager Rick Hahn said. 
 
Reinold, a former head trainer with the Red Sox, is a physical therapist, athletic trainer, strength coach, and 
owner of Champion Physical Therapy and Performance in Boston. 
 
Under the direction of noted orthopedic surgeon Dr. James Andrews, Reinold formerly was the facility 
director at Champion Sports Medicine and coordinator of rehabilitative research and clinical education at 
the American Sports Medicine Institute in Birmingham, Ala. 
 
Herm Schneider, Brian Ball (left) and Brett Walker (right) were named 2018 MLB Athletic Training Staff of 
the Year by the Professional Baseball Athletic Trainer Society. (PBATS photo) 
 
Ball will begin his 19th season with the White Sox after joining the organization as assistant athletic trainer 
prior to the 2001 season. Walker has served as the Sox’ physical therapist the last four seasons. Kruk 



joined the Sox organization in 2008. He served as head trainer at Class AAA Charlotte (2018), Class AA 
Birmingham (2016-17), Class A Kannapolis (2014-15) and Advanced Rookie Great Falls (2009-13). 
 
“Mike is going to be one of the architects of those programs going forward, while Brian, James and Brett 
have done terrific jobs in their current roles,” Hahn said. “Each deserves to assume even more responsibility 
as we ensure that we continue to provide the high-level of care players are accustomed to with the White 
Sox.” 
 
Schneider, Ball and Walker were named 2018 MLB Athletic Training Staff of the Year by the Professional 
Baseball Athletic Trainer Society. 
 
“It’s very gratifying and a tremendous honor that our staff has been recognized by our peers for providing 
outstanding quality treatment to Chicago White Sox players,” Schneider said. “Our entire athletic training 
and medical staffs take a great deal of pride in giving the best possible care for everyone who wears a 
White Sox uniform.” 
 

 
White Sox have eyes on the big prizes  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 7, 2018 
 
At the conclusion of the White Sox’ 100-loss season, general manager Rick Hahn cited starting pitching 
and the bullpen as needs to address this offseason, and the Sox already addressed that last week with the 
acquisition of right-handed reliever Alex Colome. 
 
But all anyone wants to talk about is Bryce Harper and Manny Machado, the biggest catches in this winter’s 
free-agent pond. 
 
The Sox are known to have lines in the water for both. In fact, they sent Hall of Famer Jim Thome, a special 
assistant to Hahn, to meet with Harper in the superstar outfielder’s Las Vegas hometown. 
 
“I don’t want to put out there what the impression should be of the rumors about our activity,’’ Hahn said 
Thursday, four days before the Winter Meetings in Vegas begin. “I will say we’ve made no secret about our 
commitment to putting ourselves in position to win multiple championships over the long term.’’ 
 
Reeling in Harper or Machado would, of course, strengthen that position. It was two years ago Thursday 
that the Sox’ rebuild began with the Chris Sale trade, so the timing for such an expensive move — Harper 
reportedly declined $300 million over 10 years from the Nationals — might be a little early, even though the 
Sox have payroll space to afford it. 
 
“Everyone has asked over the years about when the time was right, would we spend on premium talent,’’ 
Hahn said, “and we’ve made it clear that was part of the plan, part of the vision. You could argue that this 
offseason would be premature, being two years deep into a rebuild. But we can’t control when certain 
talents become available, and we entered this offseason with the idea of being opportunistic. That doesn’t 
mean we can guarantee by any stretch that we’re going to convert on these targets.’’ 
 
Hahn did convert on a trade for Colome, who is eager for a chance to be a closer again after the Mariners 
used him in a setup role after he was dealt from the Rays last season. 
 
“It’s something to prove in spring training,’’ said Colome, who saved 47 games for the Rays in 2017 after 
collecting 37 in an All-Star season in 2016. 
 
He has a 2.68 ERA over his last three seasons. 
 
“I’m confident in myself, and I know I can do the job,’’ Colome said. 
 



Colome, 29, cost the Sox catcher Omar Narvaez, who had a breakout season offensively but had holes in 
his defense. Colome is projected to earn about $7 million in arbitration and is under contract control through 
2020. 
 
Colome said he is happy about coming to the Sox because of their assembled young talent. Hahn said any 
player should, star free agents included. 
 
“The idea of potentially being part of a winner in Chicago has very broad appeal,’’ Hahn said. 
 
NOTES: Hahn said first baseman Jose Abreu, who already has attracted trade interest from other teams, 
could be part of the team’s future even though he’s going into the last year of his contract. 
 
The Sox could name a replacement for trainer Herm Schneider, who’s taking on an emeritus role, in the 
next day or two, Hahn said. 
 
“We are going to look at the opportunity to sort of expand and, if it’s possible, make our training staff and 
player-performance staff even stronger than it was under Hermie,’’ Hahn said. 
 

 
Alex Colome ready to close, lead for White Sox  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 6, 2018 
 
Right-hander Alex Colome was surprised to be shown the door by the Mariners — along with numerous 
other high profile teammates from an 89-win team this winter — but his reaction to last Friday’s trade which 
sent him to the White Sox brightened when told an opportunity to close again would be his. 
 
“I can’t tell you right now I am going to be the closer, that’s not my place to say but I know I will have to earn 
that position,” Colome said. “It’s something to prove in spring training, I’m confident in myself and I know I 
can do the job.” 
 
Colome said knowing the Sox are building for a promising future was a plus. 
 
“I felt happy knowing it’s a young team that is planning to fight for a playoff spot in years to come,’’ he said 
Thursday through translator Billy Russo. 
 
Alex Colome delivers a pitch during a baseball game against the Los Angeles Angels, in Seattle. (AP 
Photo/Stephen Brashear) 
 
Colome has closed before, saving 47 games for the Rays in 2017. He saved 37 in 2016 and made the AL 
All-Star team. 
 
Colome said he didn’t embrace taking on the role of setup man behind dominant closer Edwin Diaz in 
Seattle after the Rays dealt him last summer. 
 
“I wasn’t happy. My mind wasn’t in the right spot but when I got to Seattle,” he said. 
 
He had chalked up 11 saves in the Rays pen, but warmed up to setup duty after time. 
 
“I didn’t notice much difference in being a setup man and closer,” he said. “In those situations you’re getting 
into the game with the game on the line and you have to perform.’’ 
 
But like he said, the ninth inning is where it’s at in his view and he hopes to break spring training as the 
Sox’ guy in that role. 
 



Colome, 29, cost the Sox catcher Omar Narvaez, whose defense paled next to a productive left-handed 
bat. Colome, who owns a 2.78 ERA with strikeout and walk rates of 9.5 and 2.8 per nine innings from 2016-
18, is projected to earn about $7 million in arbitration and is under contract control through 2020. 
 
“He fits in well for the short-term over the course of the next two seasons,” general manager Rick Hahn 
said. “How he’ll fit in ’21 and beyond, it’s way premature to make that assessment. Obviously we can extend 
him at some point during his stay here or revisit it once he hits free agency. 
 
“We’re very optimistic about what he’s going to bring the for at least next two seasons. If it makes sense at 
that point to extend him and have him continue to be part of this growing core into ’21 and beyond, we’ll 
certainly remain open-minded to that.” 
 
The Sox will value his veteran leadership alongside righty Nate Jones in what figures to be an otherwise 
young bullpen. 
 
Colome says he’s up for being a veteran voice. 
 
“Absolutely,” he said. “I can be a very good example for the guys. I like to talk to the guys and help the best 
way I can. Not just for the guys in the bullpen but throughout the whole team.” 
 

 
Rosenthal: The White Sox have the resources to sign Bryce Harper, Now, will they break character 
and go for it?  
By Ken Rosenthal / The Athletic | December 11, 2018 
 
The last time White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf acted out of character the way he would if he signed Bryce 
Harper was in November 1996. 
 
Reinsdorf, a longtime advocate of fiscal restraint and one of the most hawkish owners during the 1994-95 
players’ strike, stunned the baseball industry with his signing of free agent Albert Belle to a five-year, $55 
million contract. 
 
“For Jerry Reinsdorf, who’s been a proponent of all the things he’s been a proponent of, to walk up to the 
podium and bust the market, I think that says something there,” said John Hart, who was then the general 
manager of the Indians, Belle’s prior club. 
 
Reinsdorf, who was cited by arbitrator George Nicolau as a central figure in baseball’s collusion conspiracy 
in 1985-87, defended the Belle deal by saying, “It is perfectly fiscally responsible to give him this money . . 
. We have an obligation to our fans to try to win.” 
 
More than two decades later, the same obligation exists, only the urgency is greater. 
 
Reinsdorf is 82. He has presided over six straight losing seasons. And the White Sox – with a new local TV 
deal coming and minimal payroll commitments in the future – are perfectly positioned to make a run at 
Harper or the other prized 26-year-old free agent, shortstop Manny Machado. 
 
Harper appears to be their preference – both general manager Rick Hahn and executive vice-president 
Ken Williams are said to be intrigued by the possibility of signing him. The particulars of the TV deal are not 
known, but it’s expected one will be in place for the White Sox after the 2019 season with Reinsdorf’s other 
team, the NBA Bulls, and their United Center partner, the NHL Blackhawks. 
 
By signing Harper, the White Sox would gain a star for their new network, score a coup in their perennial 
battle for attention with the crosstown Cubs and accelerate their rebuilding program, presuming they also 
made other strategic additions. 
 
Everything adds up, except for one thing: 



 
This is not a Jerry Reinsdorf type of move. 
 
The biggest contract in White Sox history is the six-year, $68 million deal the team awarded first baseman 
Jose Abreu in October 2013. The Cubs, in contrast, have three $100 million deals on their current roster – 
Jason Heyward, Jon Lester and Yu Darvish. 
 
Reinsdorf also is not a natural ally of Harper’s agent, Scott Boras – the two have sparred at times in the 
past, though it did not stop the White Sox from making left-hander Carlos Rodon the third overall pick in the 
2014 draft and signing him for $6.582 million. 
 
Finally, the kind of deal Harper likely would want – one with multiple opt-outs in the early years – might be 
counter-productive for a White Sox team that would not want to lose its marquee addition just as it was 
ready to mature into a legitimate contender. 
 
Then again, money conquers all in free agency – see former Boras client Alex Rodriguez, who signed for 
$252 million with the Rangers when they were coming off a 71-win season, and averaged only 72 wins in 
his three years with the club. With a monster offer, perhaps the White Sox would persuade Harper to delay 
his opt-out and make a longer commitment. 
 
Reinsdorf privately has expressed doubt his team will actually win the bidding for Harper or Machado, 
according to a source with knowledge of his thinking. But even with the White Sox at least a year away from 
contention, he is not stopping his front office from engaging in the pursuit of the two stars, and the possibility 
of a marriage with Harper seemingly is growing more realistic. 
 
Yankees general manager Brian Cashman and Nationals owner Mark Lerner all but bowed out of the 
Harper sweepstakes in recent days, though Nats GM Mike Rizzo did not rule out resuming negotiations. 
The Cubs and Cardinals are among the other teams not engaged in a pursuit of Harper, according to 
sources. 
 
The Dodgers certainly could play on Harper, and the Phillies are in the mix, though they also are believed 
to be competing against the Yankees for Machado. Other teams almost certainly are involved with Harper 
as well. But none – repeat, none – is in as flexible position with its payroll as the White Sox. 
 
The team’s commitments for 2019, including arbitration-eligible and 0-to-3 year players, amount to just 
$53.575 million, according to Cot’s Baseball Contracts. The number further decreases to a jaw-dropping 
$5.75 million in ‘20, with shortstop Tim Anderson and reliever Nate Jones the only players under contract. 
Anderson is the only player signed for ‘21 and ‘22. 
 
The White Sox clearly could afford Harper as well as a number of lesser additions, and who knows what 
they might accomplish in the feeble AL Central if they put such a master plan together? 
 
The Indians, who already are losing free-agent outfielder Michael Brantley and relievers Andrew Miller and 
Cody Allen, are talking about trading one of their two best starting pitchers, Corey Kluber or Trevor Bauer. 
The Twins face major questions coming off a 78-win season. The Royals and Tigers are rebuilding. 
 
The opening for the White Sox is clear, if they choose to embark upon a new era. The central question 
remains, Would Reinsdorf really sign Bryce Harper? But perhaps the better question is, How could he not? 
 

 
White Sox talk like a team ready to make a big move – now they just have to prove it  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Rick Hahn’s repeated insistence that he will not comment on the record regarding any 
specific free agent has become as smooth and consistent as José Quintana’s delivery in his prime. 
 



Everything else that he and Kenny Williams said Monday in less overt fashion makes it pretty clear — albeit 
not officially and overtly stipulated like that thing about not commenting on free agents — that the White 
Sox recognize their unique position to make the biggest move in their history, and intend to act accordingly. 
Bryce Harper and Manny Machado are two 26-year-old perennial All-Stars hitting free agency at a uniquely 
young age, with uniquely transformative talent, who will fit in the competitive window of this rebuilding 
organization, even if the team still isn’t very good in 2019. They get it. 
 
“It is time now, the conversations are very different in the room this year than they were in the last few 
years,” said Williams. “It’s not by accident we are in a better position to go out and do some things in a 
more aggressive way. We prepared for this. That was part of our plan all along. We knew we would get 
here and maybe a year too early, but the opportunities that exist exist this year. We are going to down the 
road and see where it leads us and hopefully we can trend upward.” 
 
It’s a bit more unique to see Williams address the media and give the White Sox’s state of affairs than it 
used to be. But he also didn’t offer much that Hahn hasn’t been indicating himself over the past few weeks, 
even if Williams would admit he tends to speak more bluntly and Hahn is more patient and cautious. 
 
“We’re entering year three of a rebuild and although I think there’s some potential skepticism that it might 
be a year too soon, perhaps be pushing it, we’re very mindful of that,” Hahn said. “And we also want to 
balance the fact there is some unique opportunities out there in the market and we wouldn’t be doing our 
job even if it is perhaps a year too early, not doing our job if we didn’t fully vet those opportunities. It doesn’t 
mean we’re going to just look for any way to make some sort of splash. It has to fit with the long term vision 
of what we’re trying to accomplish. Traditionally the third year of a rebuild isn’t always the time where you 
push those chips in so to speak but when unique opportunities present themselves you have to respond.” 
 
So the White Sox are in on the top guys. They recognize the moment, they’ve cleared the payroll and 
they’ve stocked the farm system to sell a hopeful future. Hahn acknowledged that the likelihood of another 
playoff-free season in 2019 is at least an element they have to address in their free agent pitches. Multiple 
executives from other teams at the winter meetings believe their intent to win the bidding on a top shelf 
target is legit. 
 
Still, there’s a difference between reporting that the Yankees or Dodgers have money to spend and intend 
to be aggressive, and doing the same for the White Sox. The former has a ton of prior precedent that 
indicates what that will mean in terms of actual deals being reached and major stars coming in; the latter is 
much less familiar territory. Until Harper or Machado are in pinstripes — White Sox pinstripes — every 
report on their aggressive stance will be questioned. The Sox have to prove it, the same way they had to 
prove they would actually rebuild, and had to prove they would blow through the international amateur 
spending limit, and had to prove they could stomach making a major trade with the Cubs. 
 
Chances seem good that those doubts will linger through this week. Despite a lot of industry speculation 
that Machado could reach an agreement this week, in contrast to the widespread expectation that the 
bidding for Harper will be a long and drawn-out production similar to what many top free agents went 
through last year, Ken Rosenthal reported that Dan Lozano will be in no rush to settle. 
 
“There is nothing magical about doing a deal during the winter meetings,” Hahn said. “It doesn’t add more 
wins to the regular season if you do a deal this week. At the same time there is added excitement and fever 
pitch to the winter meetings. So you’re optimistic you might line up for getting something done. We’ll see.” 
 
There’s also a possibility that the White Sox intent to invest heavily in their contention cycle does not get 
proven until the next offseason entirely, which Hahn said they will be good position for if this winter does 
not bear results. For now, the Sox still have two holes in their starting rotation, plenty of openings in their 
bullpen should they choose to fill them with something other than rookies, a need for a backup catcher, and 
another outfielder while they’re at it — especially if they don’t sign Harper. Hahn mentioned Charlie Tilson, 
Ryan Cordell and Daniel Palka as outfield possibilities with the roster as currently constructed, and two-
thirds of that group could not find regular at-bats with the 100-loss team from 2018. So they could make 



some headlines in the local papers even if they don’t answer the essential question hanging over this 
offseason, even if they sound eager to do it. 
 
“The further we can get some of these years in our rearview mirror — it’s been tough for our fans, it’s been 
tough on us,” said Williams. “The losing has not sat well with us so we are looking forward to a trend moving 
upward and onward.” 
 
Pretty much everyone drawing a paycheck from the White Sox organization was willing to go on record 
about their happiness for Harold Baines, so it would be a shame to let their outpouring pass. For a solid 
hour Tuesday it was clear that the Sox were not about to make a move, as the entire front office was 
watching Baines’ press conference. 
 
Kenny Williams: “I yelled. I found out right before the announcement and I yelled through the phone. Just 
outstanding. Harold taught me how to be a professional. I was 19 years old in the major leagues and he 
pulled me aside and said, ‘Ok, listen. I’m going to give you a lay of the land.’ He’s not a talkative guy, but 
he saw something in me to where he felt like he wanted to give me a little bit of that mentorship and I’ve 
never forgotten that. Yes, I admire the great player that just got in and have always wanted him but he was 
a Hall of Fame person for me long before he is now a Hall of Fame player.” 
 
Rick Hahn: “It’s a very special recognition and very richly deserved. Everyone who knows Harold can’t help 
but feel happy for him. Good things happen to good people. That’s what happened here. I’m very moved 
by the result and I know Harold as he droned on and on today was moved as well.” 
 
(The part about Baines droning is a joke, by the way.) 
 
Paul Konerko: “He finished his career, I think it was 2001. He came over that year and I was lucky enough 
to play with him, but obviously he was a guy I watched growing up. For me, it was kind of cool because he 
was kind of a legend of the game, so to speak, that I got to play with. I think with Harold it’s just a combination 
of a lot of things. I think you’ve got to have the numbers up there. He’s got really good numbers and really 
solid statistics and all that. With him, it’s probably one of those things where the longevity of him just always 
being a constant threat and being dangerous and being kind of a guy that no one wanted to face for a long 
time and just being very clutch and quiet and very unassuming, too. I think if you do it for that long and kind 
of are just the same person over and over, the stories about Harold, as far as his demeanor, I just think 
there are some guys that when you add it all up together, it’s like is this guy a Hall of Fame guy? I think 
everybody’s always known he is.” 
 
Jerry Reinsdorf: “I just went like that (fist pump). And I looked up at Tony La Russa and I thought he was 
going to cry.” 
 
Harold Baines: “My father’s not here. He was my hero. That’s the only thing I miss, is him not being here.” 
 

 
Harold Baines’ Hall of Fame election delights White Sox, confounds everyone else  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 9, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Last year, the Modern Baseball Committee followed up 15 years of heated debate among 
baseball writers on whether Jack Morris belonged in the National Baseball Hall of Fame by inducting him 
at their first opportunity. 
 
A year later, the Today’s Game Committee might have surpassed that in terms of surprise, and maybe 
even controversy, by electing Harold Baines into the Hall of Fame with the necessary 12 votes from the 16-
person committee. 
 
“I’m very shocked today,” said Baines, who did not exactly have the whole family gathered around waiting 
for the news Sunday. “Just me and my wife and the dogs. We were very shocked when we got the phone 



call. Weren’t expecting it but we were very grateful that it happened. I have four wonderful kids who are 
very proud of their dad today.” 
 
Baines was named to six All-Star Games, including one when he was 40 years old (which is remarkable), 
played in 22 major league seasons (which is incredibly physically difficult) and collected 2,866 hits, a career 
total that compares well to other Hall of Famers. In 19 straight years between his rookie season in 1980 
and his penultimate season in 2000, he was an above-average hitter by wRC+ and OPS+ every single 
year, contributing to a sterling .289/.356/.465 career line. 
 
“I’m just so excited,” said White Sox chairman and Today’s Game Committee voting member Jerry 
Reinsdorf. “I’m honored to have been on the voting committee. He just deserved it. It was just a shame he 
didn’t get in sooner than this. Harold is a great player. You look at the numbers he put up in the ’80s and 
the ’90s and played in the majors for 22 years. I don’t think he ever had a bad year. Of course, there’s no 
finer person than Harold Baines.” 
 
Baines had a tremendous career, and with 14 years on the South Side, was one of the all-time great White 
Sox players and rightly had his number retired by the franchise. The fact that he had his number retired 
while he was still playing and also has his own statue might be more evidence that the Sox are a particularly 
self-reverent franchise, but maybe they’ll just use that as part of their pitches to Bryce Harper and Manny 
Machado. Still, he’s undeniably a very good player, a universally liked figure in the game and in the White 
Sox organization, who very much deserves his day in the sun. 
 
The only way a man as quiet, dignified and respected as Baines could be at the center of controversy is 
this: where he’s placed in the Hall of Fame. The decision will not be seen as anything but a rebuke of the 
Baseball Writers Association of America voters, who gave him less than 5 percent of the vote in his fifth 
year on the ballot, and never as much as 10 percent during his run. Reinsdorf was worried that the writers’ 
lack of regard for Baines might hamper his fate with the committee, but despite the appearance of a 
particularly beloved player for his beloved White Sox getting in thanks to the votes of a committee he sat 
on, he pushed back against any speculation that he “lobbied” for Baines. 
 
“I wouldn’t say lobby,” Reinsdorf said. “There are 16 people on the committee. We went over each player 
one by one, each person, and then we broke for lunch. We came back and Jane Clark asked if there was 
anyone who wanted to say anything about anyone else, so a few people made additional comments. I 
wouldn’t call it a lobbying. I think it was a great discussion. There was no arm twisting. It was a secret ballot 
so people could vote the way they wanted to want. So whoever voted for him must have believed he 
deserved to get in.” 
 
Reinsdorf had no doubts about the merits of Baines’ candidacy and believed that he would have easily 
reached the 3,000 hits barrier (which he viewed as an automatic trigger for induction) if not for a pair of 
strike-shortened seasons during his career. While Baines’ low career WAR (38.7 per Baseball Reference) 
compared to his new Hall of Fame peers will be the center of what is sure to be a wave of statistical scrutiny 
of his case, both he and Reinsdorf expressed hope that this is the start of a wave of designated hitters 
getting in despite the lack of defensive value they provide. 
 
Baines has long heard the criticism that he was “half of a player” when his Hall of Fame case fizzled on the 
writers’ ballot, and had reached a degree of acceptance that it was all beyond his control. But with Edgar 
Martínez hoping to see his candidacy reach the 75 percent threshold this year with writers, and David Ortiz’s 
showstopping but defensively limited career coming up for judgment soon, perhaps the door has just been 
wedged open wider for both. 
 
“I think the DH is getting more respect now than it used to,” Reinsdorf said. “People recognize David Ortiz 
will have to go in, and almost his whole career was as a DH. Frank (Thomas) was regarded most of his 
career as a DH. Edgar Martínez probably will get in, so I think that attitude of people toward the DH changed 
quite a lot. That probably contributed to why he got in now as opposed to last time.” 
 



For a White Sox club that looking to get a potentially franchise-defining offseason started this week in 
Vegas, this still may have been the thing that could have brought their chairman the most happiness. While 
Reinsdorf joked that Baines belonged in the Hall of Fame just for his ability to reign in Ozzie Guillen alone, 
and that the case he made to the committee was that Baines’ speech would at least be short, the idea of 
Harper in pinstripes — or his Bulls in chaos — seemed the farthest thing from his mind. For the elated 
collection of White Sox staffers at the Mandalay Bay resort, so were any objections to Baines’ entry. 
 

 
‘The internet’s most followed hitting coach’ is now working for the White Sox, and he’s eager to 
prove himself  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 9, 2018 
 
In the middle of the 2015 season, veteran utilityman Daniel Descalso was suffering through what would be 
statistically the worst offensive campaign of his major league career, in his first season playing with Coors 
Field as his home park no less. With 15 home runs in his first full five seasons, Descalso did not exactly 
fashion himself a slugger, and as someone not accustomed to everyday at-bats, he saw the purpose in 
keeping a short, quick and low-maintenance swing focused on contact. But he also knew he could do better. 
 
“I felt like I had more in there,” Descalso said by phone from his offseason home in Arizona. “I felt like I was 
not driving the ball like I could. I had kind of gotten to the point where I had all these coaches telling me, 
‘Swing down to the ball, swing down, swing down, shortest path to the ball is to swing down.’ And then I 
started to watch the way the elite hitters are doing it and they’re starting to get on plane behind the baseball, 
swinging slightly up.” 
 
Descalso’s research eventually extended beyond watching swings to watching instructional videos, which 
led him to The Hitting Vault, a website run by a former scout, part-time scoreboard operator, and at the 
time, a head softball coach at Menlo College in Silicon Valley named Matt Lisle. In 2019, Lisle will serve as 
a hitting analytics instructor for the Chicago White Sox, a yet-to-be-announced position focused on the 
minor-league side, after he was hired away just five months into his tenure as the hitting coach for the 
University of Missouri baseball team. 
 
But at the end of 2015, when Descalsco reached out, Lisle was still three coaching jobs away from the 
White Sox. He was still in the college softball phase of his 19-year rise, building his reputation as a data-
conscious but mechanically incisive hitting instructor by sharing his insight online, and Descalso noticed he 
was located close enough to his offseason home to arrange a meeting. That meeting was the genesis of 
two offseasons of work — before a hitting coach job for the University of South Carolina softball team pulled 
Lisle off the West Coast — and the start of a three-year resurgence for Descalso culminating in career-best 
on-base and slugging percentages this past season, to go along with 13 home runs. 
 
“He kind of opened that door for me and got me down that path of how can I be better,” Descalso said. “He 
was the first one to implement those changes that have allowed me to drive the ball. He was a big part of 
me starting a little leg kick. I wouldn’t say I have a big leg kick but if I get my leg up a little early, if my swing 
starts earlier, I recognize the pitch earlier and I feel like that’s helped me to lay off those nasty pitches that 
are just off the plate for a ball. I feel like that some of that has helped as well. Just getting the bat in the spot 
I want to start my launch from, he definitely has helped me big time. I owe him a lot for just pushing me 
down that path and encouraging me to make those changes.” 
 
Those changes started with some early work watching video of the face of the so-called launch angle 
revolution, Josh Donaldson, and from that extreme, mapping out what level of a more toned-down leg kick 
and slight uppercut would fit for Descalso. They focused on “getting on plane,” to match the downward 
angle that every pitch has — even fastballs with perceived rising action — with a mildly upward angle on 
Descalso’s swing, lending him a longer window through the hitting zone and a bigger margin for error than 
a short, quick, downward cut. Figuring that ground balls against major league defenses are near-automatic 
outs, they focused on aiming for the middle-bottom of the ball, driving the ball to the gaps, and used a 
HitTrax system to measure their progress. 
 



As a matter of building his reputation and his career on his website and across social media — “The 
Internet’s Most Followed Hitting Coach” is a tagline displayed on his website — Lisle’s competence with 
applying all these tactics has been on display for years for all to see. So when he reached out to the 
analytically minded coach of the University of Missouri baseball team, Steve Bieser, there wasn’t much 
guesswork on whether he would be a good fit. 
 
“He reached out to me and I kind of followed him online for a while and I’m sure that’s the same case with 
the White Sox,” Bieser said by phone. “Some other clubs have probably prowled his work. It’s a lot of good 
stuff on Twitter. You kind of get to know the guy through the social media.” 
 
In two and a half years at the helm in Missouri, Bieser has seen three hitting coaches hired away now, 
including Dillon Lawson, who now serves as the hitting coordinator for the New York Yankees. What he 
hadn’t previously seen is one of his hitting coaches hired away before that coach had been in uniform for a 
single game, or without even receiving a call asking for a reference, as was the case with Lisle. He figures 
that’s part of having a coach whose expertise is well-documented in digestible videos and posts across 
multiple social platforms. And he still had Lisle in-house long enough to believe he helped his team. 
 
“I’ve been doing it for a while now and I think the biggest art to it is making sure you don’t paralyze your 
players with too much information,” Bieser said. “What originally attracted me to him was the ability to 
understand the mechanics and understand the body movements that it takes to be a high-level hitter and 
really just using the information and the numbers to back up what he’s seeing. Something we do, something 
I do here is having a system that evaluates not only our players but our hitting coach — our players across 
the board making strides, positive strides in the things that we’re looking for in our hitters. There was very 
good progress in the time Matt was here with our players and the numbers would back that up.” 
 
Lisle’s ascent to coaching in professional baseball, or even making it as far as college baseball, is a long 
and winding underdog story of its own. Marketing his work publicly was his one means of accelerating an 
agonizingly long path that saw him endure a stretch of sleeping out of his car as he climbed up through a 
string of volunteer assistant coaching positions while trying to help support his wife and five children. 
 
Now his acquired skill for self-promotion will have to take a bit of a backseat given the White Sox, like any 
professional team, value privacy with their player development strategies. Lisle indicated they preferred he 
not interview for this story. And while his lack of professional playing experience might be all the more proof 
that he’s advanced in his career on the strength of his instruction, it’ll be a gap in his otherwise lengthy 
resumé that he will have to overcome. 
 
“It’s harder for him just because he’s going to be lumped in with the so-called hitting gurus that are out there 
on social media now,” Descalso said. “If you’ve never played in the big leagues, or if you’ve never played 
pro ball and you walk into a minor-league clubhouse, guys are going to question you. That’s just how it is. 
For him, he’s got to just build up trust, build up relationships. He can use a couple guys as examples like 
myself and Mitch Haniger that have worked with him, that the stuff does work. But he’s got his work cut out 
for him because of his non-traditional background, but he’s got a lot of good stuff.” 
 
Lisle has also been in this position before. When Lisle moved from coaching women’s softball to his job at 
Missouri, Bieser said plenty of his coaches and players were skeptical about his knowledge translating — 
as did his softball teams when he first arrived there from teaching baseball. If connecting with 18 college 
hitters was a gradual process that five months was not enough time to fully achieve, professional ball could 
be a longer build. But Lisle has some experience winning over doubters at this point, and for players curious 
about what he’s all about, well, his website is still up. 
 
“I spent 13 years in pro ball and I know the personalities there,” Bieser said. “Most of them don’t care how 
much you know until they know how much you care. That’s something that we all work on every day and 
it’s challenging. We see a swing and we want to go tell that hitter everything that’s wrong with that swing 
and what we need to do to fix it, when we need to kind of massage that and move him slowly and just slowly 
adjust things. I think he truly understands that and I think he truly understands what he’s stepping into right 
now and I think he definitely knows how he’s going to approach that to be successful.” 



 

 
How aggressive will the White Sox be at the winter meetings?  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 6, 2018 
 
The White Sox are in on all the big guys. 
 
This year their constant pursuit to be opportunistic in the market looks much less like signing Welington 
Castillo in early December for a modest deal before the catching market settles and a lot more like trying 
to secure an All-Star-level talent still in his prime for the long term. 
 
“We don’t want to do anything short-sighted at this point,” Rick Hahn said in his pre-winter meetings 
conference call on Thursday. “Anything that’s just necessarily going to make us have a short-term band-
aid so to speak and potentially put us in a difficult situation for the long term when in fact we are then in a 
position to contend on an annual basis. In other words, yes, there are top of the market premium type 
players that we’ve made no secret about potentially fitting our long-term vision for this organization. 
However, if for whatever reason anyone along those lines doesn’t wind up in the White Sox organization, 
that doesn’t mean then we are going to scurry around and look for short-term fixes to get modest 
improvements.” 
 
That said, the Sox front office does not need an offseason coup to save jobs or validate the direction of the 
rebuild. José Abreu is beloved and a free agent after next season, but is not a franchise player that the 
team desperately has to win with before he leaves. If the old Andrew Friedman quote — “If you’re always 
rational about every free agent, you will finish third on every free agent” — holds true, how does a team 
building for contention in 2020 at the earliest and whose primary focus is growing depth from within, rise to 
the top of the market for talents like Bryce Harper and Manny Machado against win-now teams that have 
pledged to spend “stupid” amounts of money? Well, it’s a balance. 
 
“We do try to project out what future markets look like,” Hahn said. “Especially when you talk about free 
agents, you can’t guarantee that guys who are projected to become free agents won’t necessarily sign 
extensions and never hit the market. So there’s no guarantee that you’ll have them among those to choose 
from in the future. But it would be foolish for us to approach any offseason like this is do or die, this is the 
last opportunity to get someone who fits in this way. In fact if we’re doing this thing properly, we’ve built up 
enough depth and versatility among our future rosters that we never are in a position where there’s a 
specific need that absolutely has to be addressed and there’s only one way to address in a specific 
offseason.” 
 
At SoxFest before the 2017 season, Hahn chuckled knowingly while giving elusive answers about setting 
his sights on this offseason’s free agent class. Spending when the time came for it — and when the books 
were cleared, obviously — was part of the White Sox plan when they started this teardown, and they had 
plenty of time to anticipate that prices would get irrational before they entered into the fray, and have 
decided to plunge forward anyway. 
 
It’s not Harper or Machado or bust. A viable starting-caliber player on a four- or five-year contract would 
contribute toward the long-term vision too. But given their franchise history, and despite the fact that they 
have offered contracts larger than the $68 million deal they signed Abreu to that remains the biggest 
financial commitment to a player the team has ever made, the White Sox will need to come out as winners 
with a top-level free agent target before it’s widely believed that they can. Which will be tough, because as 
sincere as their interest is, there is no guarantee they can win. 
 
“That doesn’t mean we can guarantee by any stretch that we’re going to convert on these targets,” Hahn 
said. “We’ve said over the years that we expect to be part of that conversation, therefore us being part of 
the conversation should not come as a surprise to anyone who has been following the way we’ve gone 
about this process.” 
 



Perhaps one of the reasons that Rick Renteria pushes so adamantly against the idea of “tanking” is that it 
breaks down at the level of the 25-man roster. With the six-year service time system, players are fighting 
for their next paycheck every season, or, as evidenced by Matt Davidson and Avisaíl García getting non-
tendered, just to keep their starting jobs. 
 
In that vein, newest White Sox acquisition Alex Colomé — in the chaos of the offseason it’s easy to forget 
he was acquired less than a week ago — did not view his sudden shift from life as a bullpen reinforcement 
for the playoff-hopeful Mariners, to one of the most experienced relievers on a rebuilding club as a negative. 
It’s pretty clearly an opportunity to build his value in arbitration. 
 
“I was really happy when that happened, especially when my agent told me I would have a very good 
opportunity here to be a closer again,” Colomé said through team interpreter Billy Russo. “I can’t tell you 
right now that I’m going to be the closer because that’s not my position to say. But I know that I have to 
earn that position and I’m ready for that. I know that’s something I have to prove during spring training and 
I’m very confident in myself and I know I can do the job.” 
 
Colomé said he eventually got used to being asked to play second fiddle to Edwin Díaz in Seattle, and with 
Renteria’s bullpen management, it would be extremely unsurprising to see him occupy a ninth-inning 
timeshare with Nate Jones. It was surprising for Colomé to see the Mariners — the second-winningest club 
the 29-year-old has ever finished a season with — completely and aggressively tear down, because the 
views of front offices that sees no viable forward are frequently out of step with those of players who see 
themselves as only a few games short of the playoffs. 
 
Nevertheless, after spending most of the first 12 seasons of his professional life as a member of the Tampa 
Bay Rays organization, Colomé is ready to deal with the insane transience of life as a veteran reliever — 
which could continue even with two seasons of control left — provided there are high-leverage opportunities 
available. After years of being mentored by Fernando Rodney (whom he still keeps in touch with regularly), 
Joel Peralta and his uncle Jesús Colomé, he’s ready to shoulder whatever mentoring responsibility is 
coming to him as he joins a relief corps that figures to be full of guys with less than two years of experience. 
 
“Absolutely, absolutely,” Colomé said through Russo. “I think I can be a very good example for the guys. 
I’m a person who likes to talk to the guys and likes to help them in the best way that I can. If they are open 
to get some advice, I am really happy to help them and get some advice. Not just the guys in the bullpen 
but around the whole team.” 
 
Given the way trade talks never progressed past the White Sox’s towering regard for José Abreu last 
offseason, on the heels of a dynamite season with two years of control left, it’s hard to see a buy-low, one-
year rental deal getting him moved this winter. For what it’s worth, Hahn left the door open to 2019 not 
being the end of Abreu’s tenure with the organization, and it feels more viable than when he left the door 
open for an Avisaíl García or Matt Davidson reunion. 
 
“We know how important he is not just on the diamond and when he’s playing but the stuff he brings off the 
field and the role he plays as a leader and as a mentor for our young players,” Hahn said. “Although he is 
going into the last year of his contract, that does by no means preclude him from being a part of our future.” 
 
There was still no training staff announcement on Thursday, after Herm Schneider announced his transition 
to an emeritus role on Tuesday. The longer this stretches on, the more likely it’s something beyond just a 
simple promotion from within of Schneider’s long-running assistants, and Hahn at least hinted at something 
larger at play. 
 
“We are going to look at the opportunity to sort of expand, and if it is possible, make our training staff and 
player performance staff even stronger than it was under Hermie,” Hahn said. “But we do hope to have an 
announcement here in the coming days about what it’s going to look like in the 2019 season.” 
 
 
 



 
Konerko: Baines’ ability to hit in clutch validates Hall of Fame nod  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | December 10, 2018 
 
Over his 22-year career, Harold Baines posted a .291/.379/.460 hitting line with runners in scoring position. 
 
In the key situation, the left-hander had 92 home runs and 1,193 RBI in 2,627 at-bats. 
 
More than a few critics were howling after Baines was voted into the Hall of Fame Sunday night by the 16-
member Today's Game Era Committee, which includes White Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf and former 
Sox manager Tony LaRussa. 
 
After all, Baines never received more than 6.1 percent of the vote from the Baseball Writers' Association of 
America when he was first on the Hall of Fame ballot. He was removed from consideration in 2011 after 
falling below the 5 percent threshold. 
 
Baines never complained about being overwhelmingly snubbed by the BWAA, but he found new life with 
the Today's Game Era Committee. Former White Sox teammate Paul Konerko, for one, was thrilled with 
Sunday's announcement. 
 
"I think with Harold, it's just a combination of a lot of things," Konerko said Monday. "I think you've got to 
have the numbers up there. He's got really good numbers and really solid statistics and all that. With him, 
it's probably one of those things where there was the longevity of him just always being a constant threat 
and being dangerous and being kind of a guy that no one wanted to face for a long time, and just being 
very clutch and quiet and very unassuming, too. 
 
"I think if you do it for that long and kind of are just the same person over and over, there are some guys 
that when you add it all up, it's like is this guy a Hall of Fame guy? I think everybody's always known he is. 
 
"I'm glad there are these other vehicles to get into the Hall of Fame, because he's just one of those guys. 
I've told people a lot of times, there are a lot of great hitters in the Hall of Fame but Harold Baines is better 
than a lot of them." 
 
For his career, Baines had a .289 batting average with 2,866 hits, 384 home runs and 1,628 RBI. He was 
a six-time all star. 
 
He also consistently came through with runners in scoring position, and that's the main reason Konerko 
believes Baines belongs in Cooperstown. 
 
"He was just so clutch," said Konerko, who spent 16 seasons (1999-2014) with the White Sox. "You're 
going to get a lot of great comments about Harold, but the No. 1 thing you're going to hear over and over, 
he's the guy you wanted up with the game on the line. He was just great at it." 
 
Playing more games as a designated hitter (1,643) than outfielder (1,061) cost Baines on the BWAA ballot. 
Konerko never thought that was fair. 
 
"I DHed some and it's not easy, so I wish writers or whoever is in charge of the voting, I wish they had 
perspective on just how tough it is," Konerko said. "I don't think people understand how special you have 
to be to be a really good, solid DH for a long time. I think people understand how pinch-hitting is very tough, 
but DHing is essentially like pinch-hitting four times a night. If you do it for a long time, 10 years, 12 years, 
I just think people don't understand how tough and how mentally challenging it is." 
 
 
 
 
 



 
One of White Sox’s best hitters, Baines, elected to Hall of Fame  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | December 9, 2018 
 
After Frank Thomas went into the Hall of Fame in 2014 and Jim Thome was inducted into Cooperstown in 
July, it looked like a long lull was looming for players with White Sox ties to make it to Cooperstown. 
 
Then again, maybe not. 
 
Harold Baines, who spent 14 of his 22 seasons with the Sox and has remained with the organization as a 
coach and team ambassador, was elected to the Hall of Fame Sunday night by the Today's Game Era 
Committee. 
 
Lee Smith, who spent 8 of his 18 seasons with the Cubs, was also inducted by the 16-member Today's 
Game Era Committee, which included White Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf and former White Sox manager 
Tony LaRussa. 
 
Baines was initially on the Baseball Writers' Association of America ballot, but he never garnered more than 
6.1 percent of the vote. 
 
"I wasn't expecting this day to come," Baines said. 
 
As a hitter, Baines undoubtedly has HOF numbers. The six-time all star has a career .289 batting average 
with 2,866 hits, 384 home runs and 1,628 RBI. 
 
Baines will be inducted into Cooperstown on July 21. 
 
"This is an incredible honor that is truly humbling," he said. "I would like to thank the Today's Game Era 
Committee members for bestowing me with this honor, and there are just so many people to thank for 
helping me reach my potential as a player and as a person." 
 
Reinsdorf was a driving force in getting Baines into the Hall of Fame. Always a big fan of the left-handed 
hitter, Reinsdorf was behind the White Sox retiring his uniform No. 3 in 1989, three weeks after he was 
traded to the Rangers. 
 
Baines didn't retire as a player until 2001. 
 
"I'm just so excited," Reinsdorf told reporters at the winter meetings in Las Vegas Sunday night. "I'm 
honored to have been on the voting committee. He just deserved it. It was just a shame he didn't get in 
sooner than this. Harold is a great player. 
 
"You look at the numbers he put up in the (19)80s and the '90s and played in the majors for 22 years. I 
don't think he ever had a bad year. Of course, there's no finer person than Harold Baines." 
 
Baines had to wait it out because most voters didn't like the fact he played more games at designated hitter 
(1,643) than the outfield (1,061). 
 
"If he had 3,000 hits, he would have been in sooner," Reinsdorf said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
White Sox at winter meetings: Sell on Abreu? Buy on Harper?  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | December 9, 2018 
 
At the winter meetings two years ago, the White Sox generated two major headlines. 
 
The first came when Chris Sale was traded to the Red Sox. The second came the following day, when 
Adam Eaton was dealt to the Nationals. 
 
Moving Sale and Eaton clearly signaled the beginning of a rebuild, and general manager Rick Hahn still 
has one veteran trade chip left if he decides to add even more prospects -- Jose Abreu. 
 
The Sox's best hitter and a two-time Sliver Slugger, Abreu's name came up in another trade rumor last 
week. This time, it's the Dodgers who have reported interest. 
 
Entering the final year of his contract, Abreu has repeatedly said he's open to an extension and wants to 
be with the White Sox when they turn the corner. 
 
Hahn has repeatedly said Abreu is a great fit on such a young team, so a new deal may be in the works. 
 
"We've made no secret about our affection for Jose, and not only from a standpoint of what he contributes 
between the white lines but what he does in the clubhouse," Hahn said. "Although he is going into the last 
year of his contract, that by no means precludes him from being part of our future here." 
 
With the winter meetings opening Monday in Las Vegas, trading Abreu would be significant news. But there 
is a much bigger potential headline, and that's Bryce Harper. 
 
Having plenty of money to spend, the Sox are viewed as one of a handful of teams favored to land Harper, 
who is a free agent after reportedly turning down a 10-year, $300 million offer to stay with the Nationals. 
 
With Washington last season, the 26-year-old outfielder batted .249/.393/.496 with 34 home runs and 100 
RBI. 
 
Harper, who broke in with the Nationals in 2012 at age 19, is slashing .279/.388/.512 with 184 homers and 
521 RBI over his career. 
 
While Hahn would not confirm or deny it, the White Sox reportedly met with Harper last month in Las Vegas, 
his hometown. Hall of Famer Jim Thome, Hahn's special assistant, took part in the sales pitch. 
 
The Phillies, Dodgers, Cubs Yankees and Astros are also believed to be pursuing Harper, and they are all 
teams that are legitimate playoff contenders in 2019. 
 
The Sox last made the postseason in 2008, but they believe they can sell high-profile free agents like 
Harper and Manny Machado on their bright future. 
 
"You have to understand these guys are professionals and they understand deep nuances about each 
individual franchise," Hahn said. "The idea of potentially being part of a winner in Chicago has very broad 
appeal. The chance to be part of the White Sox organization based upon what our future looks like, futures 
that these players are familiar with and understand having seen personally some of these young players 
play or video or talked to other players about them, it's something that they buy into." 
 
Having the chance to hit in front of Eloy Jimenez might be the biggest selling point for Harper. 
 
While he likely won't join the White Sox until mid-April to delay his service time, Jimenez has already 
established himself as one of the game's top young hitters. 
 



The 22-year-old outfielder is back playing winter ball with Gigantes del Cibao in the Dominican Republic, 
and Jimenez was batting .407 (11-for-27) with 1 home run and 7 RBI in 7 games. 
 
"Good to see him back playing and running around the feeling healthy and obviously doing some damage," 
Hahn said. "We look forward to a long run of that in the not too distant future here in Chicago." 
 

 
Harold Baines Is the Most Puzzling Hall of Fame Choice in Baseball History  
By Tom Verducci / Sports Illustrated | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Harold Baines somehow played 22 years in the big leagues with little attention, which was 
perfectly fine with him. “Being a superstar,” the former DH once said, “is more of a headache than it is 
anything else.” 
 
He wasn’t a superstar. Not even close. But the attention he never craved is now his—with the most stunning 
Hall of Fame selection I have seen. The 16-person Today’s Game Era Committee gave Baines the 12 votes 
he needed for selection to the Hall on Sunday, with former closer Lee Smith joining him while getting all 16 
votes. It was a very good day for specialists who played a long time. 
 
There was never a strong hint Baines was a Hall of Famer—not when he played, not when the writers 
considered his candidacy (he fell off after five years, topping out at just 6.1%), not in any run-up to this 
committee. 
 
Baines gained election largely on the basis of 2,866 hits, and no doubt was helped by influential committee 
members Tony LaRussa, his manager in Chicago and Oakland, and Jerry Reinsdorf, the White Sox owner 
who erected a statue of Baines in Chicago. If you stretch really, really, really hard you can make a case 
that being “a professional hitter” for so long is worthy of Cooperstown. When he retired in 2001, Baines held 
the “records” for most games, hits, homers and RBI for a DH – which just means he was the best compiler 
among only American League players in a 28-year window. (Edgar Martinez, now a lock for induction on 
the writers’ ballot this year, and David Ortiz since eclipsed him.) Baines won just one Silver Slugger Award. 
 
But the attention here isn’t just about his election; it’s about how it influences many players on ballots for 
years to come. How do you now not put Rusty Staub in the Hall? (He had 2,716 hits and more than 600 
more games in the outfield than Baines.) Omar Vizquel? (More hits than Baines, 2,877, and a far superior 
defensive component.) Al Oliver? (He had 2,743 hits and a greater WAR, more MVP votes and more Silver 
Sluggers than Baines.) Tommy John and Jim Kaat? (They have 288 and 283 wins, respectively, making 
them the Baines of starting pitchers.) 
 
But don’t stop at compilers. Twelve months from now, John, Dave Parker, Don Mattingly and Dale Murphy 
are likely to return to the Modern Baseball Era Committee ballot. Without exception, every year they were 
on the writers’ ballot with Baines all of them out-polled Baines. 
 
What about Mark McGwire? The screening committee kicked the steroid-tainted McGwire off this ballot. He 
shared a writers’ ballot with Baines for five years, outpolling him by a whopping 617–150 vote margin. 
 
Baines had two seasons with a WAR of at least 3.0. Two. That’s it. There are 791 players not in the Hall of 
Fame with more than two 3-WAR seasons, including Brendan Ryan, Brad Ausmus, Corey Koskie, Larry 
Bowa and Oscar Gamble. 
 
Baines never had 200 hits, never scored 90 runs, never hit 30 homers, never hit 40 doubles, never finished 
in the top five in OPS, never finished in the top eight in MVP voting, rarely played defense for his final 15 
seasons, and had a .313 OBP against lefthanded pitching. 
 
After 16 years in which the various Hall oversight committees did not select a living former player, they now 
have ushered in four in the past two years (Baines, Smith, Jack Morris and Alan Trammell). The doors are 
swinging wider. 



 
The other noteworthy outcome of this committee vote was that George Steinbrenner again received little 
support from a committee. To save candidates from embarrassment, the Hall releases the vote totals only 
of candidates who receive more than five votes. All we know is that Steinbrenner received “fewer than five 
votes” and is 0-for-4 on Hall ballots without ever getting close. He won more games and more 
championships than any owner during his tenure as Yankees owner and helped usher in the modern era 
of free agency. Yes, he was suspended twice from baseball, but reinstated each time to a member in good 
standing. You might argue owners have no place in the Hall, but the fact is that they do, and the most 
impactful one of the free agent era can’t even get close. 
 

 
Harold Baines and the Election That Could Change Cooperstown 
By Tyler Kepner / New York Times | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Harold Baines has been a punch line before. At a presidential debate in 2000, George W. 
Bush, the former owner of the Texas Rangers, invoked him when asked to name the biggest mistake of his 
adult life: “I signed off on that wonderful transaction — Sammy Sosa for Harold Baines,” Bush said. 
 
Now Baines is a Hall of Famer and Sosa is an afterthought, his steroid-era home run binge largely 
discredited. Baines will make a speech this summer in Cooperstown, N.Y., thanks to a panel vote on 
Sunday that no one saw coming. 
 
Voters on the Today’s Game Era Committee elevated Baines and Lee Smith to the Hall of Fame, with Smith 
collecting all 16 votes and Baines receiving 12 of 16, meeting the 75 percent threshold for induction. Smith 
held the career saves record for 13 years and once got more than half the votes from the writers. Baines 
peaked at 6.1 percent. 
 
“To be honest, I wasn’t sitting around waiting for the call,” Baines said on Monday. “I didn’t play for the Hall 
of Fame. I played the game to have a job and to try to win championships.” 
 
Baines had a fantastic career. The first overall pick in the 1977 draft, he played 22 seasons, collected 2,866 
hits and made six All-Star teams. He was so revered by the Chicago White Sox that they retired his No. 3 
jersey a month after trading him to Bush’s Rangers in 1989. Then the White Sox brought him back — twice 
— as a player and again as a coach. 
 
Their owner, Jerry Reinsdorf, was part of the voting committee on Sunday. So was the Hall of Famer Tony 
La Russa, who managed Baines with the White Sox and the Oakland Athletics. Eight other Hall of Famers, 
plus three other executives and three news media representatives, comprised the panel. 
 
 
La Russa praised Baines’s longevity, pure hitting stroke and ability to hit in the clutch. Baines was too 
humble to campaign for himself, La Russa said, and missed out on 3,000 hits because of two prolonged 
M.L.B. work stoppages in his career. 
 
“There was a lot of discussion — in the ’80s and the ’90s, that’s 20 years, in just about every offensive 
category, he was in the top four or five guys, the best in our game,” La Russa said. “I just think he was a 
little too quiet.” 
 
It is safe to say that modern metrics, like wins above replacement and OPS+, were not widely debated. 
Baines compiled 38.7 WAR and an OPS+ (on-base-plus-slugging percentage, adjusted for league and 
ballpark) of 121, both well below Cooperstown standards. 
 
Recent players with more WAR include Tim Salmon, Reggie Sanders and Andy Van Slyke. Recent players 
with a better OPS+ include J.D. Drew, Andre Ethier and Nick Johnson. Again, all had excellent careers. But 
you wonder, with the election of Baines, where the line for induction now sits. 
 



In some ways, his election is a triumph of traditional stats in an era of more refined — or more confusing 
— evaluation metrics. Every eligible player with more hits than Baines is already in the Hall, except for two 
with steroids ties (Barry Bonds and Rafael Palmeiro) and Omar Vizquel, who debuted on the ballot last 
winter with 37 percent. 
 
Like Baines, Vizquel never got a first-place vote for Most Valuable Player; the writers did not view them as 
dominant in their time. Unlike Baines, who was mostly a designated hitter, Vizquel was a magician on 
defense, with 11 Gold Gloves at shortstop. You have to believe he will now make it, eventually. 
 
What about a player like Don Mattingly, who peaked at 28.2 percent on the writers’ ballot but might have 
been the game’s best player in the mid-1980s? Mattingly won an M.V.P. award for the Yankees in 1985, 
hit .307 to Baines’s .289, made six All-Star teams and won nine Gold Gloves in his 12 full seasons. 
 
Mattingly was here in Las Vegas on Monday for baseball’s winter meetings as the manager of the Miami 
Marlins. Two of his other A.L. contemporaries of the 1980s, Jack Morris and Alan Trammell, were inducted 
by a different committee last winter. A process once famously stingy is now more open to reconsidering 
candidates the writers rejected — though Mattingly claimed not to care much. 
 
“Honestly, the Hall of Fame comes, you get in, O.K., you write ‘H.O.F.’ on a ball and after that, your life’s 
going to be the same,” he said, adding that he was happy for Smith and Baines. Only with a follow-up 
question would Mattingly compare himself to Baines. 
 
“When you see Harold, I think he played 22 years and you end up with a pile of numbers that grow and 
grow,” he said. “I think Harold had 2,800 hits. I get 21-something, I do it in 12 years, 13 years. I just didn’t 
play long enough, wasn’t able to stay healthy long enough to really put that pile of numbers together.” 
 
He added: “There was a period of time that I could hit with anybody and do things on the field, at my position 
and with the bat, that nobody else was doing.” 
 
Mattingly had a big impact, but not longevity or exceptional advanced metrics (42.4 WAR, 127 OPS+). A 
different class of passed-over candidates had extraordinary WAR values, but perhaps less fame: players 
like Buddy Bell, Dwight Evans, Bobby Grich, Rick Reuschel and Lou Whitaker, none of whom ever got more 
than 10.4 percent of the writers’ vote. 
 
Bell, a six-time Gold Glover at third base for the Texas Rangers, compiled 66.3 WAR, almost as much as 
Baines and Smith combined. His son David, the new manager of the Cincinnati Reds, hopes that recent 
trends might help his father. 
 
“I can’t imagine that he’s not a Hall of Fame player, the way he played third base, the kind of hitter he was, 
the way he played the game,” Bell said. “I don’t know if it hurts him that he didn’t play in a World Series. I 
hope not, because I don’t know what more he could have done, individually, to be deserving.” 
 
One player this election almost surely helps is Edgar Martinez, David Bell’s former teammate with the 
Seattle Mariners. Martinez reached Cooperstown’s doorstep last year, with 70.4 percent of the writers’ vote, 
and this is his final year of eligibility in that forum. Martinez, also a D.H., had 68.4 WAR and a 147 OPS+. 
 
There is a simpler way to explain Martinez’s candidacy: Major League Baseball named an award for him, 
given annually to the best D.H. Clearly, with Baines now in the Hall of Fame, Martinez should be, too. 
 
Baines’s signature moment may have come in Chicago on May 9, 1984, when he ended the longest game 
in major league history — 8 hours, 6 minutes — with a towering home run to beat Milwaukee in the 25th 
inning. Baines, ever understated, gave a succinct postgame summary. 
 
“The writers came up to him after the game: ‘You got all of that one,’ and he said, ‘Evidently,’” La Russa 
said. “That’s about as precise as you can be.” 
 



Debate it all you want, but the case has been decided. Harold Baines, Hall of Famer? Evidently. 
 

 
Harold Baines wasn’t ‘sitting around thinking about’ Hall of Fame nod  
By David Schoenfield / ESPN | December 10, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- In many ways, Harold Baines was the quintessential quiet star who let his bat do the talking. 
As Tony La Russa, who managed Baines with the Chicago White Sox and Oakland A's, said about his 
former player on Monday, "He's not one to make a lot of noise about himself." 
 
So maybe it's apropos that the most memorable moment from Monday's Hall of Fame news conference at 
the winter meetings were tears and not words. 
 
Baines and Lee Smith were asked who would be proudest of them for being elected to the Hall of Fame. 
Baines spoke first. "My wife and my four kids. My mother," he said. Then he choked up and paused. "My 
father's not here. He was my hero. That's the only thing I miss is him not being here." He wiped away a few 
years and let the more loquacious Smith take over. 
 
That Baines was up on the podium was unexpected and one of the most shocking Hall of Fame selections 
in decades. He had appeared on six BBWAA ballots and never received more than 6.1 percent of the vote, 
when 75 percent is needed for election. He appeared on the Today's Game ballot in 2016 and received 
fewer than five votes from the 16 committee members. He received 12 votes on Sunday, the minimum 
required for selection, no doubt helped by having supporters such as La Russa and Jerry Reinsdorf, his 
owner when he played with White Sox, on the committee. 
 
Baines admitted that he didn't expect to get the phone call Sunday night. "I wasn't sitting around thinking 
about it, to be honest," he said. "It's a very special day. A lot of my friends are here. I'm honored to be part 
of this great fraternity I'm joining. ... [But] I wasn't sitting around for it, to get a call. Because I didn't play the 
game for the Hall of Fame. I played to have a job and try to win championships." 
 
Baines told The Associated Press that he knows there are fans questioning whether his credentials are 
worthy of the Hall of Fame. 
 
"Well, they can't take it away from me now, even if they don't think I should be there,'' he told The AP. 
 
Baines hit .289 in his career with 384 home runs and 2,866 hits. He ranks 34th all time with 1,628 RBIs, but 
his selection was greeted with controversy, as he never finished higher than ninth in MVP voting, and his 
38.7 career WAR pales in comparison to that of other position players elected in recent years. His highest 
percentage in the BBWAA balloting is the second-lowest for a post-World War II player elected to the Hall 
of Fame (only Larry Doby, who peaked at 3.4 percent, had a lower percentage). 
 
Even La Russa admitted, "There were some very candid discussions" during the voting process. 
 
La Russa compared Baines to Alan Trammell as a player who flew under the radar. "If you ask the guys in 
uniform, if you ask the guys upstairs ... Harold probably dodged the attention, but like Alan, his record can't 
be denied." 
 
The longtime manager hinted at some of the factors that might have won over the committee that included 
Hall of Fame players Roberto Alomar, Bert Blyleven, Greg Maddux, Joe Morgan and Ozzie Smith; Joe 
Torre; executives Pat Gillick, Jerry Reinsdorf, Paul Beeston, Andy MacPhail and Al Avila; and media 
members Tim Kurkjian and Claire Smith of ESPN and Steve Hirdt of the Elias Sports Bureau. "If it wasn't 
for the strikes, he would have had 3,000 hits," La Russa said. 
 
La Russa was referring to the 1981 and 1994-95 strikes that cost Baines 125 games or so -- enough that 
he might indeed have gotten those extra 134 hits and certainly would have increased his totals in the 
BBWAA voting. La Russa also argued that if you ran through the leaders of the 1980s and 1990s, Baines 



ranks as one of the top four or five guys in several categories. From 1980 to 1999, Baines ranked fifth in 
hits, second in RBIs and ninth in home runs. However, his best 10-year stretch in WAR was 24.7, which 
barely cracks the top 1,000 all time. Hence, the controversy: longevity and counting stats versus peak value. 
 
Baines works for Reinsdorf as a special ambassador for the White Sox and admitted that having Reinsdorf 
and La Russa advocating for him might have helped. "They know what I feel about them," Baines said. 
"They're very special to me. It probably helped me, to be honest. But our friendship goes further than the 
game of baseball." 
 
La Russa's first managing job was in Double-A with the White Sox, and a young Baines was on that club. 
Baines was the No. 1 overall pick in 1977, and the White Sox's general manager at the time, an old baseball 
warhorse named Paul Richards, called him a future Hall of Famer. 
 
La Russa said you could see Baines' talent. "His stroke was so pure and so beautiful in terms of high 
average, high productivity, extra-base hits. He could run. He really was an outstanding outfielder before he 
hurt his knee," he said. "You knew if he worked at it, it could all come together, and Harold had all those 
intangibles. ... What I learned in Chicago is the great players slow the game down. Harold slowed the game 
down. Harold always had the ability to drive in the big run. I saw it in Chicago, and I saw it in Oakland. ... 
He's a clutch, clutch hitter." 
 
Maybe all the numbers don't add up to a Hall of Famer, but as Baines sat up there and let the tears flow, 
you had to feel happy for him. He talked about the fans in Chicago. 
 
"They treat me like a Chicagoan," he said. "I'm not. But they've always treated me with a lot of love." 
 

 
Senate passes bill to honor Indians, White Sox pioneer Larry Doby  
By Associated Press | December 8, 2018 
 
The U.S. Senate passed legislation to honor former Indians center-fielder Larry Doby, the American 
League's first black ballplayer, with the Congressional Gold Medal. 
 
Doby also played for the White Sox and became the second black manager in the major leagues when he 
took over the Sox in 1978. 
 
Ohio Sens. Sherrod Brown and Rob Portman recently announced passage of the bill, which awaits 
President Donald Trump's signature. Rep. Jim Renacci earlier helped gain House approval. 
 
Doby became the American League's first black player in July 1947, two months after Jackie Robinson 
broke baseball's color line with the National League's Brooklyn Dodgers. Doby was a seven-time All-Star, 
leading the 1948 Indians to the world championship. 
 
Born in Camden, S.C., Doby played high school sports in Paterson, New Jersey, and served in the Navy. 
He died in 2003. 
 
 


