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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1996-The Reds sign Eric Davis and Jeff Shaw to free agent contracts. Davis will play one additional season with the Reds, 

bringing his total to nine seasons, batting .271 with 139 doubles, 615 RBI and 270 stolen bases, in that time. Shaw will play 

two consecutive seasons going 12-8 with a 2.44 ERA, with 46 saves and 143 strikeouts in 199.1 innings pitched 

 

MLB.COM 
 

Votto's 'piece de resistance' highlights 2017 

NL MVP runner-up's season among year's top moments 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Dec. 30th, 2017 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds endured another 94-loss season in 2017, but Joey Votto had a year to remember when he re-established 

himself as the Majors' best hitter. And then there were plays that amazed -- whether it was the Reds turning a triple play, Votto 

beating a four-outfielder shift, Billy Hamilton scoring a winning run after a replay challenge overturned the final out or a four-

homer game from Scooter Gennett. 

 

There was also the funny, such as when manager Bryan Price argued with umpires right up until God Bless America started for the 

seventh-inning stretch in New York. And no one will forget the summer when donkey fever gripped the ballpark. 

 

There were plenty of rough times, too, as the starting pitching underperformed, the bullpen wore down and catcher Devin Mesoraco 

was felled by injury once again. 

 

Cincinnati will hope for better times in 2018. But for now, here are five of the more Reds notable storylines from the '17 season: 

 

5. Zack Cozart breaks out, scores a donkey 

 

Cozart reached the big leagues with the Reds in 2011, but he really stepped out of the shadows last season with a breakout offensive 

year that included his election to his first All-Star Game. Along the way, Cincinnati -- and the nation -- became fixated on Cozart's 

quest to earn a pet donkey. 

 

Donkeys are Cozart's favorite animal and early in the year, Votto told the shortstop he would buy him one if he made the National 

League All-Star team. Once word got out, it became a sensation as fans and teammates rallied to get Cozart deserved consideration 

for the first half he was having. Votto even dressed in a donkey costume on MLB Network behind Cozart during a live broadcast to 

help his cause. The efforts succeeded, and Votto gave the Cozart family its pet in the second half. 

 

Votto gifts donkey to Cozart 

Jul. 22nd, 2017 

 

4. Injuries decimate rotation, but some rookies emerge 

 

Homer Bailey needing his third elbow surgery since 2014 just before Spring Training proved to be a bad omen for the rotation. 

Bailey eventually returned, but Anthony DeSclafani missed the whole season and Brandon Finnegan made just four starts. The Reds 

needed an NL-most 16 starting pitchers to get through the season and posted a 5.55 ERA. Several young pitchers were needed 

before they were fully ready. 

 

But some rookies rose to the occasion, namely Luis Castillo after he went from Double-A to the big leagues. Despite a 3-7 record, 

Castillo posted a 3.12 ERA in 15 starts. Sal Romano and Robert Stephenson overcame rough times and finished the season strong to 

position themselves well for 2018. Tyler Mahle came up late and also impressed. 

 

Castillo's 10 K's in 10 seconds 



Sep. 6th, 2017 

 

3. Defense did the job 

 

One byproduct of pitchers getting knocked around was it meant more balls put into play. Cincinnati's defense had its pitchers' backs 

most of the time and could often limit the damage with great plays. The Reds tied for the Major League lead with 40 outfield assists, 

with Adam Duvall pacing all outfielders with 15 and Hamilton tying for second with 13. 

 

There were plenty of great catches at the wall -- several by Hamilton -- and on July 25, the Reds turned a triple play against the 

Yankees. Four Reds players were NL Gold Glove finalists -- Duvall, Hamilton, Votto and Tucker Barnhart, who beat out Yadier 

Molina and Buster Posey to take the honor. 

 

Must C: Hamilton's amazing catch 

Aug. 8th, 2017 

 

2. What a waiver claim 

 

The Reds claimed Gennett off of waivers from the Brewers just before Spring Training ended and planned on using him as a utility 

player. But Gennett exceeded all expectations and was the regular second baseman by the end of July, finishing with a 

.295/.342/.531 slash line, 27 homers and 97 RBIs. That included four grand slams. 

 

Gennett's finest moment came on June 6 against the Cardinals, when he became the first Reds player to hit four home runs in a 

game. He joined Lou Gehrig as the only two players in history with a four-homer game and four grand slams in any season. 

 

Must C: Gennett's 4 HRs, 10 RBIs 

Jun. 6th, 2017 

 

1. Votto's almost MVP season 

 

Votto may have been the 2010 NL Most Valuable Player Award winner, but '17 was arguably the best season of his 11-year career. 

While starting all 162 games, the 34-year-old batted .320/.454/.578 with 36 home runs, 100 RBIs, 106 runs and reached base a 

Major League-leading 321 times. Votto didn't reach safely in just 12 games all season. 

 

"I wanted this to be my piece de resistance. I wanted this to be my work of art," Votto said at the end of the season. 

 

When NL MVP Award voting results from the BBWAA were revealed in November, Votto just missed winning the honors a 

second time. He finished second, as Giancarlo Stanton bested him by two points in the closest result since 1979 and the fourth 

closest all-time. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 

 

 

Five questions facing Reds in 2018 

Confidence builds with youngsters gaining MLB experience 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jan. 1st, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds and their fans want the rebuilding phase to end and the contending to begin. But there is still some 

growing and maturing that needs to happen before the team gets there. 

 

With only two players over age 30, Cincinnati has one of the youngest rosters in the Majors. But much of the starting lineup is intact 

from last year after it had five players with at least 25 home runs. And several of the young players have solid big league exposure, 

including starting pitchers Luis Castillo, Sal Romano, Tyler Mahle and Robert Stephenson. That leaves the team feeling more 

confident going into 2018. 

 

"This year, we'll be in an even better position to have some stability and show some improvement. I'm optimistic," Reds general 

manager Dick Williams said. 

 

As the new year dawns, here are five of the biggest questions the Reds face as another baseball season approaches: 



 

1. What will the rotation look like? 

Besides Castillo, Romano, Mahle and Stephenson, the Reds also have three veterans in Homer Bailey, Anthony DeSclafani and 

Brandon Finnegan coming back from injuries. Michael Lorenzen, who was a setup reliever last year, will get a shot at the rotation 

again. Then there are the young pitchers who struggled as rookies looking for spots such as Amir Garrett and Cody Reed. Cincinnati 

used 16 different starters in 2017 and had a 5.55 rotation ERA, both highest in the National League. It's essential to get more 

consistency from this group. 

 

2. Is the time now for Senzel, and where will he play? 

The No. 2 overall pick in the 2016 Draft and the Reds' top prospect, according to MLBPipeline.com, third baseman Nick Senzel will 

be at his first big league camp in February. With Eugenio Suarez established at third base for Cincinnati, Senzel was told he would 

get looks this spring at shortstop, second base and both corner-outfield spots, and the 22-year-old has already started preparing. 

 

Senzel batted .321/.391/.514 with 14 home runs and 65 RBIs in 119 games combined last season at Class A Advanced Daytona and 

Double-A Pensacola. Even if he begins 2018 at Triple-A Louisville, it could be a brief stopover. Then the Reds would have to find a 

way to get his bat into their lineup. 

 

3. Too many outfielders? 

Corner outfielder Jesse Winker proved he belonged in the big leagues in the second half last season, and the Reds want to get him 

into their lineup. But they also want to use Adam Duvall and Scott Schebler after both hit 30 homers in 2017. Then there is center 

fielder Billy Hamilton, who often struggled to get on base in the leadoff role. Unless Hamilton, Duvall or Schebler is traded, 

manager Bryan Price might have to rotate to get all four outfielders enough at-bats. 

 

4. Can Peraza fill Cozart's shoes? 

Zack Cozart signed with the Angels on the free-agent market, leaving Jose Peraza as the heir apparent to replace him at shortstop. 

Peraza got the chance to play every day last season at second base, following the trade of Brandon Phillips. But Peraza struggled to 

get traction at the plate and was on the bench in favor of Scooter Gennett by July. In 143 games, Peraza batted .259/.297/.324 with 

five home runs and 37 RBIs, but some optimism could be found down the stretch when he filled in for an injured Cozart. Over his 

final 48 games from July 27, Peraza batted .293 with a .361 on-base percentage as he became more selective and walked more. 

 

5. Is this the year Hamilton's offense reaches its potential? 

The Reds hoped Hamilton would blossom at the plate in 2017, but he batted.247 with a .299 on-base percentage and 85 runs over 

139 games. He also spent another large chunk of September on the disabled list that again robbed him of the stolen-base crown, 

despite swiping 59 (Dee Gordon had 60). Hamilton's defense has long been highly valued, and it has kept him in the lineup. But 

after four full big league seasons, the Reds need Hamilton to get on base more and use his speed to create opportunity offensively. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 

 

 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER  
 

An oral history of Bronson Arroyo's career with the Cincinnati Reds 

AT 40, BRONSON ARROYO HAS RETIRED. THE ENQUIRER SPOKE TO SEVERAL TEAMMATES, COACHES 

AND EXECUTIVES TO COLLECT MEMORIES ABOUT HIS TIME WITH THE REDS. 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com 

 

On March 20, 2006, just a bit more than a week before the start of the regular season, the Cincinnati Reds swung a trade for a lanky 

right-hander named Bronson Arroyo, sending outfielder Wily Mo Pena to the Boston Red Sox in exchange. 

 

Arroyo was 29 and coming off his second year in the Red Sox rotation. He was known for getting outs without throwing very hard 

and wearing a notorious set of cornrows in 2004. No one could have predicted the type of run he’d go on for eight years with the 

Reds – 265 starts, 1,690 1/3 innings and a 4.05 ERA. 

 

Now, Arroyo has walked away from the game. The Enquirer spoke to several teammates, coaches and executives to collect 

memories about Arroyo’s time with the Reds. At the time of year for looking back, here is a look at Arroyo’s career with Cincinnati, 

through the words of those who were there for it. 

 



(Comments have been edited and condensed for clarity.) 

 

First impressions 

Dick Williams (current Reds GM): “I started in January of ’06. I came down to spring training not really knowing what to expect. I 

was in that run-down clubhouse in Sarasota. I’m looking around seeing big-league players for the first time, and I see Wily Mo 

Pena. You’re looking up at Wily Mo Pena like, ‘Oh my god, this is what a pro athlete looks like.’ This mountain of a man. Soon 

after that, right there are the beginning of spring, Wayne told us, ‘I got a deal. We’re trading Wily Mo for Bronson Arroyo.’” 

 

Wayne Krivsky (Reds general manager, 2006-08): “It came out of the blue, really. I got a call from (then-Red Sox general manager) 

Theo Epstein, and they expressed interest in Wily Mo Pena. I said, ‘Well, I need starting pitching.’ He mentioned Bronson. I was 

floored.” 

 

Williams: “The next day you go downstairs and Wily Mo’s gone. By the afternoon, Bronson’s there, because he just had to drive 

over from Ft. Myers. ‘This doesn’t look like a one-for-one.’ I remember thinking that.” 

 

Krivsky: “Bronson had just signed a deal with the Red Sox. We had him on a fair contract, I thought. There wasn’t a lot of back and 

forth. A couple phone calls, and let’s do it.” 

 

David Ross (Reds catcher, 2006-08): “Who was this skinny, longhaired blond kid? We both got over to Cincinnati at the same time. 

I think he was traded the day before I got over there. We kind of hit it off and both were new. We ended up hanging out and talking 

to each other.” 

 

Rick Stowe (home clubhouse manager): “I remember our security guard was more excited about it, because he was from Boston. He 

was so excited we got Bronson Arroyo. I was also wondering how we could pick up a starting pitcher for Wily Mo Pena. I think 

that’ll probably go down as one of Theo Epstein’s worst trades ever.” 

 

Joey Votto (Reds first baseman, 2007-present): “The first time I saw Bronson, it was when he was with the Red Sox and he had his 

hair braided up. I had braided my hair, I think, before that. So I thought he was a poser and copying my style. I know I was a minor-

leaguer, but that kind of stuff can spread like wildfire.” 

 

Stowe: “By the end of spring, we knew we had a gold mine there. As far as us in the clubhouse, he treated us unbelievable. A lot of 

times when guys come in, they’ll try to fit in with their teammates first. It’s not, ‘You know what, I want to fit in with the clubhouse 

guys here.’ It’s not like that. He fit in with everybody.” 

 

Bronson the pitcher 

Arroyo became a big part of the Reds rotation right away, posting a 3.29 ERA in 240 2/3 innings in 2006 and making his only All-

Star team. He never quite matched that year again, but could be counted upon like clockwork. He’d take the ball every fifth day, 

wind up with his high leg kick and give his best effort. Sometimes, he’d confound hitters with his breaking and offspeed pitches and 

his slower-than-average fastball. Sometimes he’d get shelled. 

 

Votto: “The first time I faced him was spring training, and pitchers were throwing live. He’s firing up 82-mile-an-hour meatballs. 

He’s got this L screen in front of him, and he was the only guy throwing with an L screen because he was not excited about getting 

the ball shot back at him. But he was throwing so slow, and he wasn’t throwing any breaking pitches. I remember thinking to 

myself, ‘This is so easy. This is so cake right now.’” 

 

Jonny Gomes (Reds outfielder, 2009-11): “Bronson’s got that embarrassing factor. You’re going to embarrass your family. It looks 

like you’ve never played baseball in your life. You’ve always got that in the back of your head. ‘How can you not hit an 81-mile-an-

hour fastball?’” 

 

Bryan Price (Reds pitching coach and then manager, 2010-present): “That was one of the first things I asked him when I got the job 

here. We were together in spring training, and I said, ‘Did you always throw the baseball this way? Were there people there that 

tried to change you?’ He said, ‘Number one, yes. I’ve always thrown the ball this way. Number two, yes. People have tried to 

change me but I’ve been able to always throw strikes and always compete and always win.’ 

 

Gomes: “It’s like going to a gunfight with a BB gun and just plunking everybody off because you’re a great shot.” 

 

Price: “He’d give up a homer on a particular pitch, and the next time the hitter got up he threw him the exact same pitch. His theory, 

and he could validate this, was that the hitter’s already checked that pitch off and he wouldn’t see it rest of the game. For Bronson, it 

was a free strike. So if he threw a guy a strike curveball and the guy hits it out of the ballpark, he’s going, ‘That guy’s thinking I’m 

not going to throw him another curveball.’ Boom, there it was. First-pitch breaking ball for a strike.” 

 



Ross: “The three years I was there, every time I caught him he would lob in the first pitch of the game. He would throw literally an 

80 mile-an-hour batting practice fastball right down the middle, and the guys would take it every time. Then the league started to 

learn that he would do that and he had to start changing it up.” 

 

Price: “You ever notice how many breaking pitches or change-ups he threw first pitch of the game? He just wasn’t sold that he 

could pump a first-pitch fastball right down the pipe and the hitter would take it. ‘Why would I want to go down 1-0 on the first 

pitch of the game?’ You could darn near guarantee it was going to be a slow curveball or a change-up first pitch of the game.” 

 

Ross: “He had his own system for signs. He could tell you what he wanted to do with his eyes. With two strikes, he’d make eye 

contact and look up. You knew he wanted a high heater. You kind of learn when he wants it, so you knew when to make eye contact 

with him.” 

 

Price: “He just has such great trust in himself and what he sees. He was always very involved in our pre-game discussions about the 

opposing team. However, I think he saw what he needed to see right in front of him. He could see the approach of the hitter, he 

could see areas of the plate that were vulnerable based on the speed and shape of a particular pitch. And he was all ears if you had 

different ideas.” 

 

Ross: “He would call a lot of his own pitches. He loved to shake off. I called him the human bobblehead. Sometimes you’d put 

down the wrong pitch just so he’d shake to the one I wanted.” 

 

 

When Arroyo pitched, two things were consistent – he’d work quickly, and he’d go as deep into the game as possible. In his eight 

years in Cincinnati prior to his 2017 swan song, he fell short of 200 innings just once, by a single frame. 

 

Votto: “In 2010, I had tickets to Game 7 of the NBA Finals in Los Angeles, to watch the Lakers play the Celtics. We were at home 

against the Dodgers, but were playing in Seattle the next day, so I was making a pit stop in L.A. At the time, I was a league-

minimum player, so the idea of getting your own plane was out of the question. There was a commercial flight somewhere around 

4:30 or 5 o’clock range. It was direct from Cincinnati to Los Angeles. The only way that I could have gotten to that game is if the 

starter had pitched faster than two hours and 45 minutes, and even then I still probably wouldn’t have made it. It turns out Bronson, 

aware of that, pitched a two hour and twenty minute game. I just made it. To this day, I’m still thanking him for that.”  

 

Gomes: “There’s not many things you can write in pen throughout the season. But there was a nine-year stretch where you could 

grab the schedule and count every five days and put his name down.” 

 

Votto: “There were too many occasions where he probably should not have started, where other players would have passed on it.” 

 

Price: “The only year he struggled was 2011. But that was one of the most memorable. He’d pitched six seasons in a row when he’d 

thrown 200 innings. We got to his last start of the year against the Mets in New York. He had 191 innings. He had gotten sick in 

spring training. He’s already thin. He can’t afford to lose a lot of weight. He lost weight and missed time. He never had a lot of 

energy. He went from averaging 88 to 90 down to 85-86.” 

 

Williams: “He pitched eight innings that day. If he’d gotten a nine-inning complete game, he would have gotten his 200. Dusty got 

him out of there after the eighth. A lot of guys would have made a big deal about it, because Bronson was really proud of that 200-

inning streak. But he was cool about it. The game situation dictated that we needed a reliever to come in.” 

 

Price: “Throwing 199, considering what he went through that year, was the standout season of all. We didn’t have a real good year. 

We finished four or five games under .500, if I remember correctly. But he remained a constant in our rotation with such a dramatic 

difference in quality of stuff.” 

 

Ross: “He’s a one-track mind. He’s so good at his craft and how he takes care of his body and the way he prepares. He’s so routine-

oriented. He knows what he wants to do out there. I learned a lot about game-calling from catching him.” 

 

Price: “You could never find a more committed player as far as being prepared to pitch, physically and mentally. He would 

challenge guys like Mike Leake and Cueto and Latos and say, ‘I’m going to outlast you. I’m going to pitch longer than you are, 

because I’m going to outwork you.’ He’d say it tongue-in-cheek and in jest, kind of as a way to prod those guys and make sure they 

were working.” 

 

Walt Jocketty (Reds GM, 2008-16): “He would come in off the road trips sometimes, and even if it was kind of late he would go 

work out in the weight room at the ballpark. If he didn’t get a decent workout during the day, he did it when he got off the plane.” 

 

Stowe: “Every day off day, he’d call me up. ‘I need to go to the ballpark.’ He needs to lift and feel the balls, he says. He’d go out 

and long toss every day. He’d always need to go in and throw a ball. If he couldn’t find a player to go in, it would be myself or my 



brother who would be on a trip. If something happened and he wasn’t able to get to the ballpark, you’d see him out in a parking lot 

in Miami or something. He’d be in a parking lot throwing against a wall or something.” 

 

 

Bronson the person 

On the field, Arroyo was known for his consistency. Off the field, he was a Hall of Famer. He was the stereotypical glue guy, except 

that there was nothing stereotypical about him. Everyone loved him. 

 

Votto: “He’s this really nice hybrid of needs to socialize to be happy, but needs to be himself to be happy.” 

 

Price: “There’s just a unique quality about him that makes you want to be around him.” 

 

Stowe: “He knows everything about everything going on in this clubhouse. He knows every guy.” 

 

Ross: “I’ve never met a more honest guy. He’ll shoot you straight. It’s not malicious, but it’s just the truth.” 

 

Stowe: “He would stir my dad (late clubhouse manager Bernie Stowe) up. He come in and go, ‘C’mon Bernie, tell me some of them 

stories! Give me some stories of the old days!’ He’d get him riled up every day. I’d be like, ‘Bronson, get away from him! Leave 

him alone!’ He had that effect. ‘Tell me about Pete! Tell me about Johnny!’ He did it every day.” 

 

Gomes: “He was like a chameleon. This dude would get down with the country guys, this dude would get down with the hip hop 

guys. He’d play the bongos with the Latins. He was loved by all.” 

 

Stowe: “He never spends money on himself. I’ll never forget – this was after 2011 or 2012 – he was living in Mt. Adams in the 

upstairs of a two-family home. He wanted a bicycle, but he didn’t want to pedal up all those hills. So he got a motorized bicycle, 

and he felt very guilty about buying that motorized bicycle. It was the only thing he purchased for himself in I don’t know how 

long.” 

 

Ross: “He is a tightwad.” 

 

Zack Cozart (Reds shortstop, 2011-17): “He’s very smart with his money.” 

 

Ross: Every time I would see him, he was talking about saving money in some shape or form. The only thing he ever splurged on 

was a nice boat in Cincinnati on the water. That was the nicest thing he had. He had an old Hummer when we were there, an H2 

when they were nice. But it was getting out of shape. If he spent money, it was a well thought-out thing.” 

 

Cozart: “We talk about money all the time, how you shouldn’t spend it crazy. But he goes into big details with stuff like that. He’ll 

talk about the pension. He starts doing these calculations on if you should take it out when you’re 45 or when you’re 62 and how 

much over the long run would you really get.” 

 

Stowe: “He did take the whole clubhouse staff down to Costa Rica for a week, all expenses paid. I didn’t go. Married, with four kids 

at the time. But the whole clubhouse staff went. He does stuff like that all the time. We’re always included. His buddies come in for 

concerts or something. ‘Hey, I’m getting tickets. Who wants to go to the concert?’” 

 

6-4-06, 6D 

 

Arroyo also loved to pull pranks. 

 

Price: “The best ones are the ones you don’t want to share.” 

 

Billy Hatcher (Reds first- and third-base coach, 2006-present): “You can’t trust Bronson, and you can’t get him because he’s not 

afraid of anything. He lives in Florida and messed with alligators and snakes and everything. You just say, ‘That was a good one’ 

and leave it alone. If you try to retaliate, it’s going to get worse.” 

 

Price: “He was the one that had the fake article written about Billy Hatcher, about being the best third-base coach, and then would 

spread it around the clubhouse. Inevitably, one would land around the coaches’ room and Hatch would read it. It was brilliant.” 

 

Votto: “He made a song about me. He made a song about me getting a Lamborghini. ‘I’m the MVP and I’m ridin’ in my 

Lambooooo.’ I came into the clubhouse one day and the song was playing over the speakers. I was like, ‘What is that?’ Then I 

started listening to it and guys would look at me and point and laugh. It was the year I’d won the Most Valuable Player and I bought 

a Lamborghini. He was just basically putting me in my place and reminding me, ‘Hey, you’re not immune to our shenanigans.’ I 

still ask him to this day for that song. I want the mp3 of it so I can listen to it in my Ford Focus.” 



 

Price: “We have the clubhouse music. Most of us on the coaching staff can’t stand the music being played in the clubhouse. I started 

to moan a little bit about it. ‘I think Sunday day games should be staff music day.’ Bronson followed up and asked, ‘What would 

you call it?’ I said I’d call it the Soft Sounds of the ‘70s. So he ends up putting together some of the absolute best and worst of the 

‘70s – the pina colada song, something by America, something by Bread. He narrated through all of the songs. Anything that he gets 

involved in is done in such an intricate way. You can always tell it’s a Bronson production.” 

 

Stowe: “I do remember a couple pranks that he’s pulled. Billy Hatcher has got a little phobia of small people.” 

 

Hatcher: “I don’t have a phobia.” 

 

Stowe: “Bronson knew one of the guys from Big and Rich. He brought him and his brother in, who were both… smaller in stature. 

He hid them in his locker.” 

 

Hatcher: “He told me he was ordering a glove and he had ‘El Snatcho’ put on it. I come in from throwing batting practice one day, 

and he says, ‘Hatch, I got your glove. It’s in my locker. It’s right there, get it out.’” 

 

Stowe: “There they are behind all his clothes.” 

 

Hatcher: “Two little guys, and I almost s—t myself, is basically what happened. I took off running and they got a laugh out of it. It 

probably took two or three years off my life.” 

 

Stowe: “He got Billy pretty good that day.” 

 

 

Goodbye, hello again, goodbye 

After the 2013 season, the Reds and Arroyo parted ways. He’d pitch the next season at 37, and the Reds had younger pitchers on 

whom to spend their money. Arroyo signed a two-year deal with the Arizona Diamondbacks, but then – for the first time in his 

career – got hurt. He had Tommy John surgery that June. 

 

Price: “He ended up with a two-year deal with Arizona. I don’t think at the time the Reds were able to go down that road, knowing 

they still had Homer Bailey and Johnny Cueto, younger pitchers with a lengthier future ahead of them. That was an organizational 

decision. There was no way to get it all.” 

 

Jocketty: “We weren’t in a position at the time to extend him again. It worked out well for us, because that’s when he got hurt, 

which was really a shock.” 

 

Price: “He and I stayed in touch. When he got hurt and realized he was going to have the surgery, and then the shoulder got done 

after the elbow, I had a really strong feeling that at some point in time he and I were going to come back together. If I was still in 

Cincinnati, he would at some point come back. I was very confident in that.” 

 

Arroyo became a free agent after the 2015 season, but hadn’t pitched in a year-and-a-half. He’d turn 39 in February. The Reds 

thought about a reunion, but the Washington Nationals – and former Reds manager Dusty Baker – jumped first and inked him to a 

minor-league deal for 2016. Again injured, he barely pitched that season. 

 

Williams: “He’d called me the day he walked off the mound and said, ‘I’m done. I’m totally done. Everything hurts.’” 

 

Price: “Washington got him in 2016 before we did. We were in discussions with him, but they made a commitment first. But when 

that was over, we made a real strong push to get him back in the organization.” 

 

Williams: “Last offseason, early in the offseason, he said, ‘If I were able to come back and give it one more shot, it would be with 

you guys.’ Bronson basically said, ‘Fill out a contract. I’ll sign it, whatever you put on there.’ It was the easiest contract negotiation 

I’ve ever done.” 

 

With injuries forcing him into heavy duty, Arroyo made 14 starts for the Reds this year. Few of them were good, and he landed on 

the disabled list after the last, owner of a 7.35 ERA. He’d taken his shot, and now he knew his ride was over at age 40. 

 

Cozart: “He doesn’t want to quit playing baseball. He just knows he physically can’t do it.” 

 

Price: “If he in any way, shape or form wants to stay in baseball, it would be great if it could be here in Cincinnati. He’s impactful in 

more ways than even he may understand.” 

 



Stowe: “I can almost guarantee we’ll see Bronson again down the road.” 

 

The Enquirer's C. Trent Rosecrans contributed to this project. 

 

WCPO - TV 9 
 

Erardi: Joey Votto is back on the Hall of Fame radar 

Reds star is worthy of Frank Robinson comparison 

John Erardi | WCPO Contributor 

3:42 PM, Dec 29, 2017 

 

CINCINNATI - Book your reservations – “Cooperstown 2030” -- for Joey Votto being inducted into the National Baseball of Fame 

with Buster Posey and Clayton Kershaw. 

 

Of course, I have no idea if Votto can put together the three to four more good seasons that could herald enshrinement, nor do I 

know if Posey and Kershaw will be eligible by then. (They’re three to four years younger, respectively, than Votto, but I figure that 

as catcher and pitcher, respectively, their careers may unspool about the same time as Votto’s.) 

 

Two years ago, in late July 2016, I wrote that the Reds wouldn’t have another Hall of Famer for 30 years after having had eight in 

the last 30 (Ernie Lombardi, Johnny Bench, Joe Morgan, Tony Perez, Sparky Anderson, Bid McPhee, Barry Larkin and Ken Griffey 

Jr.).  Right about then, Votto began making a fool out of me (something he typically does to his doubters). 

 

Votto went on a second-half tear in 2016 that was one of the best in history. He hit .408 after the All-Star break, becoming only the 

fourth player in the last 30 years to hit above .400 in any half of any season. 

 

Then last season he finished second in the National League Most Valuable Player vote with a 7.5 WAR (Wins Above Replacement) 

in his age 33 year. Ironically, that’s the same WAR that former Red slugger Frank Robinson put together in his age 33 year as a 

Baltimore Oriole.  For my money, Robinson is still the greatest Reds hitter of all-time (despite what my sabermetric friends say in 

giving the edge to Votto), because I just can’t separate Robby’s Baltimore years from his Cincinnati years; he simply never should 

have been traded, let alone at age 30 after the 1965 season. 

 

From ages 34 through 38, Robby totaled 18.3 WAR, an annual WAR average of close to 4, which is a very solid/borderline All-Star 

player.  If Votto can do the same – and that may not be a stretch, given the way he takes care of himself, values playing every day, 

and doesn’t figure to lose his eye (on-base percentage) as he loses his power -- a similar 18 WAR stretch would put his career WAR 

at 73.1. 

 

That’s a good number, considering that 70 is a threshold for a lower-level Hall of Famer, especially one who does one thing 

spectacularly. 

 

For Robby, that one spectacular thing was power.  For Votto, that one spectacular thing is on-base percentage.   

 

Some critics may pooh-pooh the latter in favor of the former, but that’s not the point. As long as something keeps one in the 

conversation as one of the best players ever, history shows that one will likely be remembered, rather than forgotten, when Hall of 

Fame voting comes around.  (Which it is now: my Hall of Fame vote must be postmarked by Dec. 31.)  

 

 To quote Will Leitch from a late-summer column on Sports on Earth, "Giancarlo Stanton hits home runs like no one in a decade, 

maybe ever. Clayton Kershaw is Sandy Koufax. Mike Trout may be the best all-around baseball player since Mickey Mantle. But 

no one is as good at getting on base -- the most baseball-y thing there is -- than Joey Votto.” 

 

Votto’s career .428 OBP ranks eighth all-time among players since 1900 with at least 5,000 plate appearances. The seven players 

above him are in the Hall of Fame and so are the two below him. Here’s the list: 

 

Ted Williams .481 

Babe Ruth .474 

Lou Gehrig .447 

Barry Bonds .444 

Rogers Hornsby .434 

Ty Cobb .433 

Jimmie Foxx .431 

Joey Votto .428 

Tris Speaker .427 



Eddie Collins .424. 

 

Examples of being forgotten at Hall of Fame voting time because of not doing any one thing spectacularly despite doing everything 

well (70 career-WAR range) are Lou Whitaker (74.9), Bobby Grich (70.9) and Kenny Lofton (68.2), none of whom enjoyed even a 

second year on the ballot (eligible players are removed from the writers’ ballots after failing to receive at least 5 percent of the vote), 

and Dwight Evans (66.9), who was gone after three years. 

 

Robby – career .294/.389/.537 -- didn’t see his OBP dip hardly at all in his age 34 to 38 seasons, even as his slugging percentage 

dropped 20-60 points over those five years. Nor would I expect Votto’s OBP to drop precipitously -– career .313/.428/.541 through 

10 full seasons – which will be impressive, given that he’s probably the best-combination OBP/slugger since Barry Bonds. 

 

Joe Morgan is another great “eye” man – career .271/.392/.427 – who produced solid WAR in his age 34 through 39 seasons (total 

18.3 WAR, an average of 3.0 WAR annually).  His slugging dropped 40-100 points from his age 33 season, but his OBP dropped 

only 20-70 points. 

 

Votto also fares well in a prime-time comparison with the “average” Hall of Fame first sacker. I read the following on Sports 

Illustrated’s website last August by Jay Jaffe: “Already, (Votto’s) seven-year peak total of 43.7 WAR is above that of the average 

Hall first baseman (42.7), and that should climb higher as well.” (It did. His seven-year peak is now 45.6.) More Jaffe: “Even 

another 10 WAR over the remaining five years of his contract would push him into the position's top 10.”   

 

WARs of Hall of Fame First Basemen (careers mostly after 1900): 

 

Lou Gehrig 112.4 

Jimmie Foxx 96.4 

Jeff Bagwell 79.6 

Frank Thomas 73.7 

Johnny Mize 71.0 

Eddie Murray 68.3 

Willie McCovey 64.4 

Harmon Killebrew 60.4 

Hank Greenberg 57.5 

George Sisler 54.5 

Bill Terry 54.2 

Tony Perez 53.9 

Orlando Cepeda 50.3 

Frank Chance 45.6 

Jim Bottomley 45.3 

WARs of First Basemen on ballot now or soon (or still active*): 

 

Albert Pujols* 99.4 

Jim Thome 72.9 (this is his first yearr on the ballot) 

Miguel Cabrera* 68.8 

Todd Helton 61.2 (eligible for first Hall ballot in 2019) 

David Ortiz 55.4 (eligible in 2022) 

Joey Votto* 54.8 

Fred McGriff 52.4 (this is 8th of 10 years on ballot; received 22% last year) 

Mark Teixeira 51.8 (eligible in 2022) 

Seventy-five percent of the vote is required for election. 

 

There was complaining in some parts of Reds Country when the club signed Votto to a 10-year contract for $225 million on April 4, 

2012. But that complaining has turned to Cooperstown conversation the last season and a half. 

 

I’m happy to admit I was wrong in what I wrote in mid-summer 2016, and am pleased that Joey Valhalla has put himself back on 

the Hall of Fame radar. 

 

My favorite all-time quote from Votto is one I read a few years ago. He was speaking of the Big Red Machine when he said it. It 

showed him to be a student of Reds history, analytics and baseball excellence, plus it showed his supreme confidence: 

 

“I know I could have hit in the middle of that order.” 

 

I would have to agree. 

 



John Erardi has covered the Reds for 33 seasons. His latest book, “Tony Perez: From Cuba to Cooperstown,” is scheduled for 

release March 1. 

 

 

Transactions 
 

12/29/17 

Colorado Rockies designated RHP Shane Carle for assignment. 

Colorado Rockies signed free agent RHP Wade Davis. 

. 

 

 

 


