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Marquez bests idol Felix with strong 6 vs. M's 
Catcher Wolters triples twice, makes two key defensive plays 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 6, 2018 
 

SEATTLE -- Last season, Rockies right-hander German Marquez showed up at Coors early to meet his baseball idol, 

Mariners righty Felix Hernandez. 

"My heart was pumping," Marquez, a fellow Venezuelan, said in a pregame interview during which his voice broke. 

View Full Game Coverage 

But Friday night, facing "King Felix" for the first time, Marquez harnessed his emotions and unleashed a six-inning, one-

run performance while pitching the surging Rockies to their seventh victory in the last eight games -- 7-1 at Safeco Field. 

By facing down a star who left him starstruck a year ago, Marquez (7-8) continued his and the Rockies' run of solid 

pitching that is making them a factor in a tight National League West race. 

"I looked up to him growing up, and to be able to face him and beat him is a dream come true," Marquez said. "I was 

excited, but it still was about hitting my target and executing pitches. 

"Felix is a great person. I think he'll be happy for me, and continue to give me advice." 

Marquez (7-8) said Hernandez's advice was "keep working hard," but he was happier with a compliment: "He said I have 

a good arm." 

MEDIA CLIPS – July 7th, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/433587/felix-hernandez
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/530721
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Marquez and his arm had plenty of help from catcher Tony Wolters, who was inserted into the lineup when Tom 

Murphy was scratched so he could be with his wife, Lindsay, in Denver for the birth of a child. Wolters tripled twice -- the 

first catcher in Rockies history to do so in one game -- and drove in three runs, plus figured prominently in two potentially 

run-saving defensive plays. 

Additionally, Charlie Blackmon homered off Hernandez on a 3-for-5 night as he improved his season homer total to 

16, DJ LeMahieu drove in two runs, and Carlos Gonzalez and Trevor Story had two hits apiece as the Rockies banged 

13 hits. 

After going a career-best eight innings while beating the Dodgers in his last start, Marquez held the Mariners to five hits 

and struck out five against no walks. Denard Span's two-out homer in the sixth was the only run he allowed. 

The performance lowered Marquez's road ERA in nine starts to 2.62. Rockies starters have compiled a 2.35 ERA in their 

last 10 games. The hot stretch includes a four-inning, five-run struggle against the Giants by Jon Gray that led to his 

being optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque, and a three-inning, two-run game that Chad Bettis had to leave with a right 

middle finger blister that has him on the 10-day disabled list. 

Marquez's key inning was the fourth. Shortstop Story ranged right to backhand Dee Gordon's leadoff line drive, but Jean 

Segura and Span singled. However, Marquez used a sharp breaking ball for the final two pitches of a strikeout of Nelson 

Cruz, then fanned Kyle Seager on another breaking ball in the dirt. 

"That's a momentum-changer if they get a big hit there, especially the guys hitting fourth [Cruz] and fifth [Seager]," 

Rockies manager Bud Black said. "But German kept the ball down. The breaking ball was down to those two fellows." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Wolters entered batting .140, and had started just four of the last 19 games with the Rockies going with veteran Chris 

Iannetta and power-hitting rookie Murphy. Wolters hadn't managed a hit since June 6. 

But with a run-scoring triple off Hernandez in the second and a two-run triple off Roenis Elias in the sixth, he made not 

just Rockies catcher history, but became the first Rockies player, period, to do it since Story on April 23, 2016, against the 

Giants, and the first to do it on the road since Cory Sullivan on April 9, 2006 at San Diego. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
http://m.mlb.com/player/608596/tom-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/608596/tom-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543829/dee-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/516416/jean-segura
http://m.mlb.com/player/516416/jean-segura
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/572122/kyle-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/606273/roenis-elias
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"I was happy I connected with the ball, did something to help the team offensively," Wolters said. "Our guys put together 

some good innings, and our pitchers put together some good innings." 

Wolters also provided a couple of key defensive plays: 

• Gordon, who reached when Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado rushed and bobbled his first-inning leadoff bouncer, 

attempted to steal second. He looked safe to second-base umpire Joe West. But Black challenged, and the call was 

overturned to an out -- thanks to a standout Wolters throw and shortstop Story's tag. It helped Marquez settle into the 

game. 

• Gordon was at third with Span batting in the sixth when Marquez's pitch in the dirt bounced away from Wolters. 

However, Wolters used his former infielder skills to chase down the ball and flip to Marquez for the tag at the plate. The 

play prevented Span's homer from going for two runs. 

"Tony had a really good game -- two triples, was part of the offense, caught German very well, stuck some pitches that I 

think were probably borderline," Black said. "Good all-around game for Tony." 

SOUND SMART 

The only other catcher in the Majors to triple twice in the same game this season was the Cubs' Willson Contreras, in a 

13-4 victory over the Marlins on May 9. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

It's not whether you should hang a star on plays by Rockies right fielder Gonzalez. It's how many. Gonzalez ran forward 

for a diving catch on Segura's line drive for the second out of the first inning. According to Statcast™, Gonzalez covered 

43 feet in 3.4 seconds of opportunity time -- which meant the play had a 58 percent catch probability. Catches 51-75 

percent are worth three stars, 26-50 percent are worth four and 25 and below five. 

This season, Gonzalez has six three-star, three four-star and two five-star catches. Since catch probability was released 

by Statcast™ in 2016, he has six five-star, eght four-star and 34 three-star grabs. 

UP NEXT 

In his last two games, Rockies lefty Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.25 ERA) has given up just two runs in 14 innings. It's a top-

http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/575929/willson-contreras
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
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level matchup for him on Saturday against Mariners righty James Paxton (8-2, 3.39) at Safeco Field at 2:10 p.m. MT. 

Freeland has pitched well consistently, no matter the opponent. In his last 13 starts, Freeland is 8-3 with a 2.64 ERA. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/572020/james-paxton
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Freeland visits Colorado Special Olympics teams 
Murphy placed on paternity leave; Dahl resumes hitting in cage 
 
David Gottlieb | MLB.com | July 6, 2018 
 

SEATTLE -- The Rockies just finished up a stretch of 22 games in 23 days. Over the course of a big league season, MLB 

players don't get too many days off. 

But when Colorado starting pitcher Kyle Freeland looked at this week's schedule, he realized he had the chance to do 

something special. 

The Rockies arrived in Seattle close to 1 a.m. following their 1-0 win over the Giants in Denver Wednesday night. 

Nonetheless, Freeland sacrificed a few hours of sleep to make it out to this week's 2018 Special Olympics USA Games. 

"A bit of a quick turnaround," he admitted. "But it wasn't that bad." 

Freeland was out of bed by 8 a.m. on Thursday morning and made it to the University of Washington to spend some time 

with four of the local teams Colorado sent to the Games -- soccer, bowling, tennis and track. Freeland gave pep talks, 

practiced celebration dances, took photos and even pitched to a few of the younger kids during his time at the Games. 

"Truly incredible athletes," Freeland said. "It's really amazing watching them do what they do and how similar to us, how 

committed they are to their sport." 

One tennis player and Rockies fan wasn't shy about engaging in a little trash talk with Freeland, who has gone 8-6 with a 

3.25 ERA this season. 

"Yeah, I probably serve harder than you throw," she told him. 

The excitement of having Freeland in the stands started to have a noticeable impact on her game as her team won a gold. 

"You could see her just light up on the court and almost start dancing as she was about to serve," said Georgia David, 

Volunteer, Family Services and Athlete Leadership Manager at Special Olympics Colorado. 

"We were trying to get her to calm down so she could focus on the game but she was particularly very excited and was 

super stoked to meet him post-match, and post-gold medal match which was even better." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
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Heading into the 4x100 relay, the only athlete of the 29 Colorado athletes who had not earned a medal was set to 

compete. Freeland shared one last pep talk with the group before they competed. 

"Pull for your teammates, work hard and have as much fun as you can," Freeland told them. 

When it came time to start running, the athletes were pulling for more than just their own teammates. 

"We're doing this for the Rockies," one athlete yelled just before the race. 

The team clinched bronze in what David called a very competitive heat of eight states, meaning every Colorado athlete at 

the games medaled. Freeland was jumping up and down on the sidelines and cheering them on the whole time. 

"I'm so happy for our athletes that they were able to kind of show their stuff to him," David said. "I think they all really 

admire what he does and his athleticism and they were really excited to show off their own." 

It's moments like those that made the outing worth losing a few extra hours of sleep. 

"Not a hard thing to get out of bed for," Freeland said. 

Murphy away from club 

Catcher Tom Murphy left the club Friday to fly to Denver to be with his wife, Lindsay, who was set to give birth. Manager 

Bud Black said it's possible the club will call up another player this weekend. Murphy is set to rejoin the club in Denver on 

Tuesday. 

Dahl back in cage 

Outfielder David Dahl, who was hitting .275 with four home runs in 32 games when he suffered a broken right foot on 

May 30, has begun hitting in the batting cage in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Via Twitter, Dahl wrote, "Missed that sound. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/608596/tom-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
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German Marquez, Tony Wolters lead Rockies to win over Mariners at Safeco Field 
It was the resurgent Rockies’ seventh victory in their last eight games. 
 
Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | July 6, 2018 
 

SEATTLE — Growing up in San Felix, Venezuela, German Marquez idolized “King Felix” Hernandez, the Mariners’ all-

time leader in wins and strikeouts. For Marquez, the thought of facing off against the Venezuelan baseball legend in a 

major-league game was a bit daunting. 

Sensing that, Rockies manager Bud Black had some words of wisdom for Marquez: “This is your stage, too.” 

Indeed it was. 

Marquez, 23, out-dueled Hernandez Friday night in Colorado’s 7-1 win over Seattle at Safeco Field. It was the resurgent 

Rockies’ seventh victory in their last eight games. The Mariners entered the game having won nine of their last 10. 

“I’m extremely proud,” Marquez said. “Felix is one of the best Venezuelan pitchers ever. To be able to face him and beat 

him is a dream come true.” 

Boxscore 

Marquez pitched six innings, striking out five and walking none. The lone blemish came on Denard Span’s home run to 

right field in the sixth. Marquez improved to 7-8 and reduced his road ERA to 2.62, fourth-best in the National League. 

Marquez’s telling moment came in the Mariners’ fourth inning. Back-to-back singles by Jean Segura and Span put 

Marquez on the ropes, but he struck out Nelson Cruz with a killer slider and did the same to Kyle Seager. 

“German has the ability to spin the ball and create different angles with the break, so he’s capable of throwing that kind of 

slider,” Black said. “That’s a momentum changer if they get a big hit there, but German kept the ball down to those two 

fellas.” 

Friday night provided further evidence that Colorado’s young rotation is starting to come into its own. Over their last 10 

games, Rockies starters have posted a 1.82 ERA 

Hernandez, who owns a 5.13 ERA, lasted just five innings, getting touched for three runs on eight hits and a home run. 

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-boxscores.aspx?page=/data/MLB/results/2018/boxscore566547.html
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Co-starring for Colorado was catcher Tony Wolters. He wasn’t even supposed to start the game, but when Tom Murphy 

abruptly left Seattle to return to Denver to be with his wife, Lindsay, for the birth of their child, Wolters got the call. He 

responded with an RBI triple in the Rockies’ two-run second inning and added a two-run triple in a three-run sixth as 

Colorado pushed its lead to 6-0. 

Wolters became the first Rockies catcher to ever hit two triples in the same game. 

“That’s pretty cool,” he said. “It felt good. I was happy that I connected with the ball and did something for the team 

offensively.” 

Moreover, he became the first Rockies player to do it since Trevor Story on April 23, 2016, vs. San Francisco, and the first 

Rockie to do it on the road since Cory Sullivan, on April 9, 2006, at San Diego. In that memorable game, Sullivan had two 

triples in the top of the fifth inning. 

With three catchers on Colorado’s roster, Wolters’ playing time has been limited lately, but he took a fresh  approach into 

Friday’s game. 

“I was just trying to play some backyard baseball and hit the ball,” he said. “I tried to simplify it to where I’m just seeing the 

ball and putting the barrel on it.” 

Wolters also threw out the speedy Dee Gordon trying to steal second base in the first inning, and in the sixth, Wolters 

chased down a dirt ball and fed the ball to Marquez, who tagged out Gordon at home plate. 

“That was a curveball that ‘Marky’ threw about 12 feet,” Wolters said with a chuckle. “I think it hit off my stomach on the 

right side … And ‘Marky,’ he’s such a good athlete, he took two steps and he was already at home plate. I threw the ball 

to him and he made a really sweet tag.” 

Black was thrilled to see Wolter’s come through. 

“Tony had a really good game,” Black said. “The two triples were a (big) part of our offense and he contributed there. He 

caught German very well. He stuck some pitches that I think were probably borderline, but that we got some calls on — 

which was great, and something Tony does so well.” 



    

9 

 

Colorado struck quickly against Hernandez, with Charlie Blackmon hitting a one-out, solo home run in the first, 

Blackmon’s 16th long ball of the season. Blackmon, who had been mired in a slump, is starting to heat up. In the recent 

three-game sweep of the Giants at Coors Field, he hit 5-for-12 with a homer. Friday, he batted 3-for-5 boosting his 

average to .280. 
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With his finger fully healed, southpaw Zac Rosscup is pitching with promise in Triple-A Albuquerque 
Following wart, “the slider has really come around and has the effect that it used to, in terms of being that wipe-out pitch.” 
 
Kyle Newman | Denver Post | July 6, 2018 
 
 
While Rockies’ starter Chad Bettis is dealing with a blister on his finger that landed him on the disabled list at the major-

league level, down at Triple-A Albuquerque, reliever Zac Rosscup is fully healed — and pitching with promise — coming 

off a left middle-finger wart that sidelined him for the first third of the season. 

Since being reactivated June 13, the left-hander has posted a 1.23 ERA and 0.95 WHIP in nine appearances out of the 

Isotopes’ bullpen as he’s regained the feel for his slider that the wart took away. 

“The slider has really come around and has the effect that it used to, in terms of being that wipe-out pitch that he has in 

his back pocket,” Rockies farm director Zach Wilson said. “He’s back to the Rosscup that we acquired from the Cubs — 

an aggressive pitcher who attacks early with the fastball and gets to the slider to strike some people out and to create 

weak contact.” 

Rosscup hasn’t thrown more than an inning in any of his rehab appearances, but Wilson said he’s capable of extending to 

one-plus or two innings if needed, and that the 30-year-old is fully healthy and ready to help the big league club if called 

upon. 

Originally selected in the 28th round of the 2009 draft by the Rays, Rosscup was traded to Chicago, where he played 

parts of four big-league seasons before being traded to Colorado in June 2017. 

And throughout the most recent stop in his career back down in the minors, Wilson noted Rosscup’s maintained a positive 

mind-set despite the adversity. 

“Whenever you have an injury like that — where it’s not even really an injury, but more like all of a sudden the body 

forming (a wart) and it’s bothersome when he pitches — I’m sure it’s frustrating, and the length of time was frustrating 

too,” Wilson said. “But he realized, what can you do but let the body heal and naturally work itself through that? He stayed 

patient with the process, and allowed that recovery to happen.” 
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Journal: Gerardo Parra, Rockies’ unsung hero, putting together career year 
Parra has hit only five home runs, but he’s sparked the Rockies’ offense in other ways. 
 
Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | July 6, 2018 
 

SEATTLE — Gerardo Parra loves to yap. On the team plane, team bus and in the clubhouse, he’s often the life of the 

party. 

Just don’t expect the Rockies’ colorful outfielder to yap about himself. 

“I don’t want to talk about me, I want to talk about the team,” he’s said on more than one occasion this season. 

That’s OK, others are eager to chime in on Parra, who, in my opinion, has been Colorado’s unsung hero.  The energy he 

brings to the team — every day, his excellent defense and timely hitting have been on display for most of the season. 

He’s been the club’s most consistent spark plug, and at age 31, he’s putting together the best season of his career. 

“He comes to the park with a great deal of energy, and he comes to the park with a great personality,” manager Bud Black 

said. “He’s jovial, he’s loose and he connects with all of the players. He’s a big part of the team in a lot of ways.” 

Black discovered that in February 2017, during Black’s first spring training with Colorado. The manager brought in a 

Longhorn Watusi steer to Salt River Fields as part of a team-building skit. It was Parra who threw caution to the wind and 

hopped the bull’s back, made like a cowboy and cracked up is teammates. 

“He’s one of those characters who brings energy every day,” said Carlos Gonzalez, a fellow Venezuelan who’s known 

Parra since they were kids. 

Entering Friday night’s game against the Mariners, Parra was hitting .339 since April 27, the third-highest average in the 

National League over that span (minimum 185 plate appearances). On defense, he’s been outstanding. 

“He’s always been a good defender,” Gonzalez said. “His two Gold Gloves don’t lie. Offensively, he’s in a really good 

spot. I’ve always know he could become a .300 hitter, and he’s doing that now.” 

Parra, who’s in the final year of three-year deal (the Rockies hold a $12 million club option for 2019), is quietly having one 

of the best seasons of his career. But there is nothing quiet about the numbers he’s putting up: 
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• Has a hit in 19 of his past 25 games, with a .390 average and a .424 on-base percentage. 

• Since June 1, he’s 14-for-28 (.500) with runners in scoring position. 

• Overall, he’s batting .396 (21-for-53) with runners in scoring position, third in NL. 

• His overall .305 batting average ranks 10th in the NL and his .319 road batting average ranks eighth. 

“He’s been extremely consistent in his at-bats, and has provided a lot of production,” Black said. “We’ve  talked all year 

about lengthening the lineup and getting production from everybody, and he’s been right in the middle of that fifth, sixth 

and seventh part of our order.” 

Parra has hit only five home runs, but he’s sparked the Rockies’ offense in other ways. 

“GP does it how he does it; how he plays his game,” Black said. “That’s using the whole field, getting the ball in the gaps, 

line drives and hard ground balls. He’ll pop an occasional homer, but it’s more about hitting the ball in the gaps and 

making good, hard contact. He’s been outstanding.” 

Footnotes. Catcher Tom Murphy was originally in the starting lineup Friday night, but he left the team to be with his wife, 

Lindsay, back in Denver for the birth of their child. Black said Murphy should rejoin the team Tuesday. The Rockies will 

add a player to the 25-man roster on Saturday. … Right-hander Chad Bettis, on the disabled list with a blister on his 

middle finger, threw a side session Friday, albeit with tape on his finger. Bettis said he could pitch with tape on his finger 

during in a game, but Major League Baseball doesn’t allow that. Right now, team trainers are trying to dry the blister and 

allow it to heal. There is no timetable for Bettis’ return. 

Looking ahead 

Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.25 ERA) at Mariners LHP James Paxton (8-2, 3.39), 2:10 p.m. Saturday; ATTRM, 

850 AM 

Freeland has been the Rockies’ best and most consistent starter this season and his ERA ranks 10th in the National 

League among qualified starters. He earned his eighth win in his last outing, pitching seven innings against the Giants in a 

5-2 Colorado victory. He gave up two runs on three hits. In his past 13 starts (since April 24), Freeland is 8-3 with a 2.64 

ERA. He’s faced the Mariners once, in a 6-3 Rockies win at Seattle on June 1, 2017. He pitched six innings and was 

charged with two runs on six hits with two walks. In five career interleague starts, he is 4-0 with a 2.14 ERA. Paxton is the 

type of left-hander who gives the Rockies fits, chiefly because of his ability to cross up batters and strike them out. He’s 

coming off an excellent start against Kansas City in which he whiffed 11 across eight scoreless innings, allowing just two 
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hits and two walks. Entering the weekend, his 145 strikeouts ranked fourth in the American League. The Rockies have 

limited experience against him — just three hits in 39 at-bats. — Patrick Saunders, The Denver Post 

Sunday: Rockies RHP Antonio Senzatela (3-1, 4.44 ERA) at Mariners LHP Wade LeBlanc (3-0, 3.38), 2 p.m., ATTRM 

Monday: Off day 

Tuesday: Diamondbacks LHP Patrick Corbin (6-3, 3.05) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (6-3, 3.90), 6:40 p.m., ATTRM 
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Rockies 7, Mariners 1: Tony Wolters triples twice, drives in three 
Colorado stays hot behind explosive offense, solid pitching 
 
Ryan Schoppe | Purple Row | July 6, 2018 
 

The Rockies took the series opener against the Seattle Mariners tonight with solid contributions from every aspect of the 

team. Germán Márquez pitched six 1-run innings before handing the game over to the bullpen, who shut the Mariners out 

in their three innings of work, while the offense provided more than enough run support to get the job done. 

Tonight’s win was the Rockies’ fourth straight and seventh in their last eight games. The Rockies have renewed some 

hope in their playoff chances this season after it looked like their annual June swoon had doomed them. 

Have yourself a day, Tony Wolters 

Tom Murphy was supposed to be the starting catcher tonight. His name was on the lineup card until he had to depart 

quickly due to his wife’s pending delivery of their child. Tony Wolters was inserted in his stead and based on 

performance, the Murphy’s should consider naming their new child Tony. Batting ninth, Wolters came through with two 

triples that combined to drive in three of the Rockies runs. He would also score on after both of his triples to up his total 

run creation involvement to five of the Rockies runs. 

However, that may not have been the most impressive part of Wolters night. While Dee Gordon has been one of the most 

prolific base-stealers of his generation, Wolters quickly proved to be his kryptonite. After reaching on a Nolan 

Arenado error, Gordon tried to steal second and appeared to have it stolen with a good jump before Wolters cut him 

down with a beautiful throw to create a close play at second that had to be replayed before Gordon was ruled out. Wolters 

would cut Gordon down at the plate when he tried to score from thrid on a wild pitch as well. 

Stay hot Chuck Nazty 

Due to batting second in the lineup, Charlie Blackmon is no longer able to lead off games with home runs.. However, that 

didn’t stop him from giving the Rockies an early 1-0 lead in tonight’s game 

You won’t catch up with this Story 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/seattle-mariners
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/189771/tony-wolters
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244747/tom-murphy
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255385/tony-wolters
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130000/nolan-arenado
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130000/nolan-arenado
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The Seattle Mariners guessed right and dialed up the pitch out when Trevor Story attempted to steal second base in the 

third inning. Even with the pitch out, they weren’t able to catch him though as he executed the perfect slide to avoid the 

tag. 

Up Next 

The Rockies will look to extend their winning streak to 5 tomorrow afternoon at 2:10 pm MT. It may be a difficult task 

as James Paxton will take the mound for the Mariners. The Rockies will counter with Kyle Freeland, however, so a 

pitching duel may be in order. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/151901/james-paxton
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/285612/kyle-freeland
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Colorado Rockies: Is Jon Gray the next Roy Halladay? 
 
Luke Mullins | Rox Pile | July 6, 2018 

The Colorado Rockies‘ starting pitching seems to have gotten back on track of late, posting a 1.71 ERA since June 27 

(nine games), and helping the team win some of the most critical games of the season. What makes this stretch even 

more fascinating is the fact that they’ve done it without presumed ace Jon Gray. 

Gray was demoted to Triple-A Albuquerque last Saturday in the midst of a disappointing season … but hope is not lost 

for Gray. Despite a 5.77 ERA, Gray’s 2018 hasn’t been all bad. Gray is fourth in the National League in strikeouts with 

119 and his 11.64 K/9 is second only to Max Scherzer. 

Gray has the stuff to be one of the most dominate pitchers in the NL. We saw that in the second half of last season. 

Unfortunately, he has struggled on the mental side of the game. Again and again this season, we watched a good-to-

mediocre start by Gray blow up because of one bad inning. His ERA in the sixth inning alone is an astronomical 13.50. 

At the heart of Gray’s 2018 has been his inability to control the big innings. He’ll cruise along all game striking out 

everyone, but a couple bad breaks — an error, a bloop, an untimely walk — and he looks like a completely different 

pitcher. With runners at first and third, batters are hitting .353 off Gray. That rises to .364 when there are runners at 

second and third. Bases loaded? Opponents are hitting .429 with a 1.357 OPS. 

The Rockies hope Gray’s trip to Albuquerque will help him get his mind right. It’s worked before for other big-time arms 

who struggled early in their careers, most notably the late Roy Halladay. 

Halladay flashed his potential in two games in 1998 before posting solid numbers in his first full season in 1999, going 8-7 

with a 3.92 ERA and 82 strikeouts … but then he hit a wall. To put it lightly, the 2000 season was a disaster. Halladay put 

together a 10.67 ERA over 67.2 innings before being sent down to Triple-A where his struggles continued and he put up a 

5.50 ERA. 

Halladay started 2001 back at A-ball for the first time since 1996 … but something clicked for Halladay that season. 

Maybe it was another year of maturity, maybe it was the instruction of baseball lifer Mel Queen. Maybe it was boosted 

confidence from facing lower levels of competition. Most likely, it was a combination of all three. Whatever the case, 

Halladay put his career back on track that season. 

https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://roxpile.com/2018/07/02/the-next-two-weeks-could-decide-the-colorado-rockies-season/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/grayjo02.shtml
https://roxpile.com/2018/06/30/colorado-rockies-roster-move-jon-gray-optioned-albuquerque/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/scherma01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hallaro01.shtml
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/05/sports/baseball/05halladay.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/q/queenme02.shtml
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The future two-time Cy Young award winner tore through A, AA, and AAA with a 2.93 ERA before returning to Toronto in 

July and posting a 3.16 ERA in 17 games. And he never looked back. 

Jon Gray might not finish in the top five in Cy Young voting seven times like Halladay, but the former ace should be a 

reminder that the road to success is a long one that sometimes requires a mental refresher. Though unfortunate, Gray’s 

demotion was a necessary step in his progression as a big-league pitcher … and the initial results are promising. In 

his first start since being sent down, Gray lasted six innings, giving up two runs on just two hits. 

Time will tell how long it takes Gray to sort things out, but one thing is for sure. The Colorado Rockies aren’t done with Jon 

Gray … and that should scare hitters across Major League Baseball. 

  

https://www.purplerow.com/2018/7/4/17533486/colorado-rockies-prospects-jon-gray-tames-el-paso-chihuahuas-in-first-start-since-demotion
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Colorado Rockies: News and notes on a busy Friday in Seattle 
 
Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | July 6, 2018 

SEATTLE – In its final road trip before the All-Star break, the Colorado Rockies opened a three-game series against the 

Seattle Mariners at Safeco Field on Friday night. Before the game, there was plenty going on, including a surprise lineup 

change. 

Catcher Tom Murphy was originally in the starting lineup for the Rockies but was pulled from duty because his wife is due 

to deliver his first child (she has another child as well). Murphy caught a plane to Denver and Tony Wolters took his place 

behind the plate. 

Colorado manager Bud Black said that Murphy would likely be back on Tuesday when the Rockies opened a key series 

at Coors Field against the National League West-leading Arizona Diamondbacks. He also stated the team would likely call 

up a player to take Murphy’s place on the roster for the final two games of the series in Seattle. 

That player could be Ryan McMahon, who has hit .316 over his last 10 games in Triple-A. McMahon was optioned by 

the Rockies on June 21 and this could be an opening to get him back to Denver. 

“This is your stage too” 

German Marquez was looking forward to facing Felix Hernandez in Friday night’s opener. Both are Venezuela natives 

and Marquez was excited to face his fellow countryman. However, Bud Black reminded Marquez that he belonged on the 

mound just as much as Seattle’s veteran hurler. 

“My message to German has been, ‘This is your stage too,” Black said. 

Marquez was stellar in his last start, allowing one run and two hits in eight innings in a road win over the Los Angeles 

Dodgers. That was the highlight of a tough June, however, that saw Marquez go 2-3 with a 6.75 ERA. 

Freeland spends time with Special Olympians 

Colorado starting pitcher Kyle Freeland spent part of his off day on Thursday meeting and cheering on some of the 

Special Olympians who were taking part in the Special Olympics USA Games at the University of Washington. 

https://roxpile.com/news/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=murphto04,murphto02&search=Tom+Murphy&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/w/wolteto01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=blackbu02,blackbu01&search=Bud+Black&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcmahry01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/6/21/17489274/colorado-rockies-prospect-yency-almonte-call-up-option-ryan-mcmahon
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/6/21/17489274/colorado-rockies-prospect-yency-almonte-call-up-option-ryan-mcmahon
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/marquge01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hernafe02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/f/freelky01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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“With me growing up and still in this game, it’s really about having as much fun as you can, learning about your sport and 

really pulling for your teammates,” Freeland said about his message to the Special Olympians. “Win or lose, they’re 

happy. They’re out there working really hard to get medals, and that was great to see.” 

Freeland was there as the Colorado track team collected a bronze medal, giving Colorado athletes a perfect 29 medals in 

29 chances. 

While Freeland was there to celebrate with the Colorado team, he laughed when he talked about being trash-talked by 

one of the athletes. 

 “We watched a tennis match and they ended up winning gold,” Freeland said of the Colorado contingent. “She joked after 

they won about how she served probably harder than I throw.” 
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Rockies rout Mariners behind Wolters’ record-setting night 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | July 6, 2018 

 

  
Just before Friday night’s contest between the Colorado Rockies and the Seattle Mariners, it was announced that catcher 

Tom Murphy, who was originally to start behind the plate, would need to be a late scratch so he could get home to attend 

the birth of his child. 

That meant Tony Wolters, usually a defensive specialist, was required to make an emergency start. And he made the 

absolute most of it, showcasing some nifty work behind the dish to get some extra outs, and some nifty work at the dish to 

get some extra bases, helping to power his club to a 7-1 win. It was especially impressive when you consider the Mariners 

came into the game with a 30-15 record at home. 

Wolters also caught a great game from German Marquez. While it wasn’t quite the eight-innings of shutdown baseball he 

threw last time out, he was still superb in outpitching childhood hero, Felix Hernandez. 

Colorado picked up their first run in the first inning on Charlie Blackmon’s solo home run. After falling behind 0-2, he 

fouled off a number of tough pitches before getting a breaking pitch he could handle lining one over the wall in center field. 

It was his 16th home run of the season. All but four have come out on the road. 

The Rockies added a pair of runs in the second, the rally starting with Raimel Tapia’s first MLB hit of the season, a 

ground-rule double on a line shot to right. The Mariners were lucky the ball hopped over the wall or Tapia would have had 

at least three bags with ease. The break meant little a few moments later when Tony Wolters put together one of his 

better at-bats of the season to hit a liner off the wall in right-center, scoring Tapia. 

It looked like the throw in might beat him to the third-base bag but the ball bounced off of Wolter’s shoulder, allowing for 

the stand-up triple. It also meant he could trot home on DJ LeMahieu flyball to right field, making it 3-0 Rockies. 

Marquez had not given up a baserunner going into the fourth inning but suddenly gave up back-to-back singles to Jean 

Segura and Denard Span. 

In his first spot of trouble, Marquez threw some of his best pitches of the night to strike out Nelson Cruz and Kyle Seager, 

both swinging. 
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The Rockies were able to add in the sixth. It started when Ian Desmond, who seems to be making a habit of this, reached 

on a throwing error from the shortstop. Tapia followed with a walk and, apparently, every time he reaches base, Wolters 

hits a triple. It happened for the second straight time as both runners scored when Wolters line drive skipped by the 

centerfielder. Wolters became the first catcher in franchise history to record two triples in one game. 

He scored on a ground-rule double off the bat of LeMahieu who continues to show that he has added a power element to 

his game. 

Marquez battled through the bottom of the sixth as his pitch count elevated above 100. Gordon led off with a single up the 

middle and was successful in his second attempt to steal second after Wolters had nailed him earlier in the game. He was 

able to move up on a Segura groundout but tried for home on a ball in the dirt that Wolters collected quickly and fired back 

to the plate. Marquez was covering and able to tag Gordon out to preserve the shutout. 

Unfortunately for Marquez, the zero on the scoreboard lasted just one pitch as Span got his next offering square on the 

barrel to line a homer just over the wall in right to get Seattle on the board. 

Jake McGee pitched a quick and clean seventh inning. 

Scott Oberg ran into some trouble in the eighth when he gave up consecutive singles to Guillermo Heredia and Andrew 

Romine but escaped the jam when he got Segura to ground into an inning-ending double play. 

The Rockies got some insurance in the top of the ninth, getting a one-out single from Blackmon, his third hit in the game. 

He scored on an opposite-field double off the bat of Carlos Gonzalez. 

Chris Rusin worked the ninth and gave up a leadoff single to Span but left him at first after recording three straight outs to 

complete a nice night for the bullpen and secure the win. 

Colorado improved to 45-43 and are now just 3.5 games back of first place in the NL West. They have won four in a row 

and seven of their last eight games. 

FINAL STATS: 

German Marquez: 5 H, 1 ER, 0 BB, 5 K 



    

22 

 

Jake McGee: 1 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 0 BB, 1 K 

Scott Oberg: 1 IP, 2 H, 0 ER 

 

Tony Wolters: 2-for-4, 2 R, 3 RBI, 2 3B 

Charlie Blackmon: 3-for-5, 2 R, 1 RBI HR (16) 

DJ LeMahieu: 1-for-3. 2 RBI 

Raimel Tapia: 1-for-3, 2 R, 1 BB 

Ian Desmond: 1-for-3, 1 R, 1 BB 

  

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The second game will feature two of the best lefties in MLB so far this season in James Paxton and Kyle Freeland. First 

pitch at 2:10 Mountain Time. 
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Rockies beat marvelous Mariners 7-1 with huge hits in Seattle 
 
Rich Kurtzman | Mile High Sports | July 6, 2018 
 

When the Rox are rollin’, look out. 

Colorado jumped out to an early lead against the marvelous Mariners on Charlie Blackmon’s home run in the first, and 

they never looked back, winning 7-1. From the first pitch, the Rockies played up to the Mariners, who entered the game 

24 games over .500, as the road team made diving catches in the outfield, threw out stolen base attempts and more. 

The Rockies were seeing the ball well out of the hand of Felix Hernandez to start the game; Blackmon homered, Carlos 

Gonzalez punched a hit into left field and Trevor Story hit one up the middle before the end of the inning. 

The second inning brought more fireworks for Colorado. Raimel Tapia knocked a ground rule double that would’ve been a 

triple or inside-the-parker if it didn’t bounce off the warning track and into the seats. But it didn’t matter because Tony 

Wolters smashed a triple, sending Ben Gamel into the wall while sending Tapia home. The next pitch, D.J. LeMahieu hit a 

sacrifice fly and the Rockies quickly led 3-0 after 1.5 innings. 

They would have made it 4-0 in the third inning but Dee Gordon dove and flailed an arm out to grab a bouncing, hart-hit 

ball from Gerardo Parra which would have scored Story. 

Meanwhile, on the mound, German Marquez continued his dominant pitching from his last start, where he went 8.0 IP and 

allowed zero runs. On Friday night, Marquez started the game perfect through three innings outside of Nolan Arenado’s 

uncharacteristic error. 

Finally, in the fourth, Seattle struck with back-to-back singles, their first hits. But Marquez came through with his second 

and third strikeouts of the night, both on breaking balls, making Mariners batters look silly to hold onto that 3-0 lead. And 

through six, still no runs were given up by Marquez. 

In the sixth inning, Colorado’s offense got going again. Ian Desmond singled and moved up on an error and then Ramiel 

Tapia reached first base; each of them were hit home on Tony Wolters’ second triple on the day. Then, Wolters scored 

when LeMahieu hit a ground rule double. That left it 6-0 midway through the sixth inning. 
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In that sixth inning, Gordon got on and made it to third, trying to steal home after a wild pitch by Marquez but Marquez 

was able to tag him out at the plate thanks to Wolters’ throw. The next batter, Denard Span, went yard for the Mariners 

only run of the game. 6-1 Rockies, after six. 

Marquez pitched 6.0 innings, giving up the one run with five hits allowed and five strikeouts, winning the game and 

improving to 7-8 on the year. 

After Marquez left, Jake McGee came in and struck out one in the seventh. Scott Oberg came into the eighth and allowed 

two baserunners before he helped the Rockies infield turned a double play. 

In the ninth, Blackmon hit a single before Gonzalez smashed another double, scoring Blackmon for the 7-1 victory. Chris 

Rusin shut it down in the ninth to secure the win. 

With the victory, Colorado improved to 45-43, just 3 games back of the Los Angeles Dodgers and Arizona Diamondbacks 

in the NL West. It was the Rockies fourth straight win, and seventh victory in eight games. Colorado has also allowed only 

four runs over the last four games. 

The Rockies now take on the Mariners (56-33) in back-to-back afternoon games (2:10 p.m. MT starts) on Saturday and 

Sunday to decide the series. 

Notes:  

Wolters two triples were the first time in Rockies history a catcher hit two triples in a game. Wolters also threw Dee 

Gordon out at second base when he was trying to steal in the first inning. 

Huge hits: Colorado had three doubles, two triples and a home run in the game. 

When Marquez gave up the homer in the sixth inning, it ended a 24.0 inning streak by the Rockies since they had given 

up a run, the second-longest streak in their history. 
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Marquez baffles Mariners in Rockies' 7-1 victory 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | July 6, 2018 
 

SEATTLE -- Tony Wolters wasn't even supposed to play Friday night against the Seattle Mariners. 

Tom Murphy was in Colorado's lineup to catch starting pitcher German Marquez, only to receive word that he needed to 

return home to Denver to be with his wife, Lindsay, who's giving birth to their second child. Wolters found out around 4 

p.m. that Murphy was out and he was in for the Rockies. 

 

He responded by driving in three runs on a pair of triples, throwing out Dee Gordon trying to steal second base and calling 

a strong game for Marquez in a 7-1 victory. 

"Tony had a really good game," manager Bud Black said. "Two triples, was part of the offense, contributed there, caught 

German very well. Stuck some pitches that I think were probably borderline that we got some calls, which was great, 

which Tony does so well." 

Wolters becomes the first catcher in Rockies history to hit two triples in a game. 

"I was happy I connected with the ball and did something for the team offensively," Wolters said. 

He also blocked a pitch in the dirt from Marquez and managed to flip the ball back to Marquez covering the plate to retire 

an advancing Gordon in the bottom of the sixth. 

"It was a curveball (Marquez) threw 12 feet," Wolters said jokingly, "but I think it hit off my stomach on the right side kind 

of weird and went (to the right) and I saw (Gordon) coming. (Marquez) is such an athlete, he took two steps and he was 

already at home plate. I threw the ball to him and he made a sweet tag." 

Marquez (7-8) limited the Mariners to one run and five hits with five strikeouts. He walked none and didn't allow a hit until 

the fourth inning. 

Charlie Blackmon homered off Felix Hernandez (8-7) to give Colorado a 1-0 lead in the first. Hernandez allowed hits 

to Carlos Gonzalez and Trevor Story before getting out of the early jam. 

Raimel Tapia doubled over the right-field wall before Wolters' first triple extended the Rockies' advantage to 2-0. DJ 

LeMahieu's sacrifice fly scored Wolters. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31844/tony-wolters
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sea/seattle-mariners
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33225/tom-murphy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34874/german-marquez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30726/dee-gordon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6194/felix-hernandez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28658/carlos-gonzalez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33264/raimel-tapia
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30765/dj-lemahieu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30765/dj-lemahieu
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Hernandez was driven from the game after five innings, having allowed three runs and eight hits with two strikeouts. 

"Felix was having some struggles in the first inning," Mariners manager Scott Servais said. "He made a mistake to 

Blackmon with the home run. He just wasn't sharp at all, but was still able to give us five innings and keep us somewhat in 

the ballgame." 

Colorado quickly piled on against Roenis Elias in the sixth. After Ian Desmond reached on an error and Tapia walked, 

Wolters tripled again to drive them in. A double by LeMahieu scored Wolters as the Rockies made it 6-0. 

Denard Span hit a solo homer off Marquez in the sixth to get the Mariners on the scoreboard. 

Gonzalez drove in Blackmon on a double in the eighth off Nick Rumbelow to extend Colorado's lead to 7-1. 

MARJAMA RETIRES 

Mariners C Mike Marjama informed the team that he is retiring from baseball to take a position with the National Eating 

Disorders Association. Marjama, 28, was optioned to Triple-A Tacoma on April 20 after making the team's opening day 

roster. He appeared in 10 games this season, batting .111 with three doubles, two walks and six strikeouts. Seattle now 

has three openings on its 40-man roster. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Mariners: RF Mitch Haniger took batting practice before the game and was expected to be available off the bench as a 

pinch-hitter two days after sustaining a bruised knee running into the outfield wall. He was scratched before Thursday's 

series finale with the Los Angeles Angels. ... Gordon left after the play at the plate in the sixth. Servais said Gordon 

tweaked his hip. "I think he'll be OK, but I'll know more tomorrow morning." 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: LHP Kyle Freeland (8-6) has worked at least six innings in 12 of his last 13 starts for the Rockies and has won 

four of his last five decisions. He has allowed two runs of fewer in each of his last four starts. 

Mariners: LHP James Paxton (8-2) has won eight of his last nine decisions and is coming off eight shutout innings against 

Kansas City, allowing just two hits and walking two while striking out 11. 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33152/roenis-elias
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29087/denard-span
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33850/nick-rumbelow
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32771/mitch-haniger
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33839/kyle-freeland
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31980/james-paxton

