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Inbox: Is Tapia on tap for Wild Card Game? 
Beat reporter Thomas Harding answers questions 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | September 28th, 2017 
 
 
DENVER -- Not comfortable answering today, but you asked. 

The Rockies are close to securing the second National League Wild Card, which would mean a playoff game Wednesday 

at Arizona, which has the top Wild Card spot. The winner would meet the Dodgers in the NL Division Series presented by 

T-Mobile starting Oct. 6. But the Rockies have to make it there first. 

But, hey, that's the Rockies' job. That said, many of the questions I took for the Edward Jones Beat Reporter's Inbox are 

based on the team playing beyond the regular season. 

 

@Gooorox22: Has Raimel Tapia gained enough trust from Bud [Black] to be the main pinch-hitter in the Wild 

Card Game should they make it? 

 

@harding_at_mlb has Raimel gained enough trust from Bud to be the main pinch hitter in the Wild Card Game should 

they make it. 

Teams set a one-day roster for the Wild Card, and for me Tapia and Mike Tauchman would be useful for that event, 

simply because of their speed. 

MEDIA CLIPS – September 29, 2017 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
https://twitter.com/harding_at_mlb
http://m.mlb.com/player/643565/mike-tauchman
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As for Tapia specifically, he has four hits in his last eight pinch-hit at-bats. Should the Rockies prevail against the D-backs, 

one of manager Bud Black's toughest decisions will be determining if Tapia can fit onto the roster for the NLDS. 

 

@Ivan2765: Who gets the ball in the Wild Card Game? 

 It would be hard not to give the ball to righty Jon Gray. Not only is he 4-0 with a 2.10 ERA in his last five starts, but he is 

2-0 with a 2.77 ERA and 20 strikeouts against one walk in two starts against the D-backs at Chase Field this season. 

However, if the Rockies need a win in Sunday's regular-season finale against the Dodgers, there's a possibility Black will 

bring back Gray on short rest. The temptation is understandable, Sunday is the turn for lefty Tyler Anderson, who 

blanked the Marlins for seven innings in his last start and has a 1.19 ERA in four games (three starts), with 18 strikeouts 

against three walks, since his Sept. 11 return from left knee surgery. 

Whoever doesn't pitch Sunday would most likely pitch Monday should a tie-breaker need to be played to determine the 

Wild Card. 

But the Rockies can take care of that by simply winning enough to allow Gray to pitch in the Wild Card Game. 

@sabres4love: Ian Desmond is clearly starting now. But doesn't seem ready for first base. Is he now starting left 

field? What about playoffs if they get in? 

Desmond had a wild throw with the bases loaded after an ill-fated decision to step on first instead of immediately throwing 

home on Saturday at San Diego, and a difficult play in left field Monday. But on the whole, he has been adequate at both 

spots, plus he has hit .344 with two homers and six RBIs in his last nine games. 

But the Wild Card Game with the D-backs brings some tough decisions. Desmond is 3-for-22 career against likely D-

backs starter Zack Greinke; however, he has gone 2-for-6 this season. 

Whether to put Desmond at first base or in left field, or not start him, becomes interesting. First baseman Mark 

Reynolds is just 7-for-36 (.194) with 14 strikeouts against Greinke -- but has four home runs. 

Gerardo Parra, clearly the best defensive option in left, is 12-for-41 (.293) with a double against Greinke, but his bat 

would have to show more life this weekend against the Dodgers. Parra is in a 1-for-21 skid, and is 18-for-90 (.200) in his 

last 23 games. 

@drumstick342: Assuming Rockies end up snagging the WC2 spot in the coming days, does Buddy have a shot 

at NL Manager of the Year? 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/425844/zack-greinke
http://m.mlb.com/player/448602/mark-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/player/448602/mark-reynolds
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
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Black, the D-backs' Torey Lovullo, the Brewers' Craig Counsell and the Dodgers' Dave Roberts are on my list. I include 

Roberts because of the otherworldly record for most of the year, but Black, Lovullo and Counsell took teams that were 

also-rans last year and made them contenders. 

The two NL West Wild Card managers present a fine debate. In 2016, The D-backs (69-93) finished below the Rockies 

(75-87), although they did have pitching in place. Black took over a team with a feared lineup, but had four rookies in the 

starting rotation most of the year. 
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Magic No. at 2, Rockies close to postseason goal 
Black's club on verge of Wild Card berth 
 
By Tracy Ringolsby / MLB.com | @TracyRingolsby | September 28th, 2017 
 
 
DENVER -- Rockies manager Bud Black has been down this road before. It's the final weekend of the season. There is a 

postseason invitation waiting. And his team controls its postseason destiny. 

Black would like to see the similarity between the Padres team he was managing in 2007, and the Rockies team he is 

managing now end right there. 

"That was my first year managing," Black said. 

It wasn't, however, his first season-ending disappointment. 

And it wasn't the first time the Rockies provided the disappointment. 

Black was a member of the 1993 Giants -- although he finished the season on the disabled list -- who won 10 of their final 

12 regular-season games to finish with a 103-59 record, and wound up in second place when the Braves swept the 

expansion Rockies in a three-game series to finish the regular season. 

Now, Black is hoping the Rockies can help him enjoy the final moments of a season. He is looking to fill out the lineup 

card that sometime during a three-game visit by the Dodgers to Coors Field this weekend will provide the Rockies the 

opportunity for a chance to celebrate clinching their fourth postseason appearance in their 25-year existence. 

"That was the vision the day I was hired [as Rockies manager last October]," Black said, "to advance to the postseason, 

and that is still the goal today." 

The Rockies are close. After a day off in advance of the series with the Dodgers, Colorado went to bed Thursday night 

with a two-game lead on the Brewers, the last challenger standing after the Cardinals lost to the Cubs and were 

eliminated from contention. The Dodgers have already clinched the National League West and are focused on securing 

home-field advantage in the World Series and getting prepared for the Game 1 of the NL Division Series presented by T-

Mobile on Oct. 6 on TBS. 

http://m.mlb.com/news/article/256538350/cubs-beat-cards-end-st-louis-wc-hopes
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Black knows better than to take anything for granted. His career as a player, coach and manager has seen him be a part 

of a team that has come up short in postseason bids, but also teams that not only have advanced to the postseason, but 

won the World Series when he was a pitcher with the Royals in 1985 and a pitching coach with the Angels in 2002. 

He also knows that once the game begins it is about the players. 

"There is a difference in being a manager or a coach than being a player," Black said. "As a player on the field you are in 

control. As a pitching coach the playoff years in Anaheim [2004 and 2005] and the World Series [2002] we would talk 

about all the scenarios. We would look at matchups we liked. But when the players went out on the field it is up to those 

guys. You work to have the right guy in the right position, and then you watch." 

And If Black ever needed a reminder of just how quickly his impact from the bench becomes insignificant he can think 

back to those final days of the 2007 regular season. 

The Rockies were on a late-season tear. They had won 11 in a row, but on the final Friday night of the regular season the 

Rockies suffered a 4-2 loss to the Diamondbacks, and fell two games back of the Padres, who won that night at 

Milwaukee. 

One win in the final two games against the Brewers and the Padres would clinch the Wild Card. They wound up, instead, 

finishing the season losing three in a row -- the two to the Brewers and Game 163 to the Rockies. 

"Twice we had Trevor [Hoffman] out there," Black said. "I don't know who you would have rather had with a chance to 

close out a game. Trev was as good as there was." 

But not that weekend. Not on a Saturday in Milwaukee when Hoffman came on with a 3-2 lead to protect, had two out and 

a man on second, and an 0-2 pitch on Tony Gwynn, Jr., who as kid used to hang around the Padres clubhouse with his 

dad and Hoffman would throw him batting practice. Gwynn unloaded a game-tying triple, and the Brewers wound up with 

a 4-3, 11-inning victory. 

"I can still see that pitch to Tony," Black said. "To be honest, it was a good pitch." 
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But a bad result. 

On Sunday, the Rockies, who beat the D-backs 11-1 on Saturday, rallied for three runs in the eighth, capped off by Brad 

Hawpe's two-run double, for a 4-3 victory, while the Padres suffered an 11-6 loss to the Brewers, forcing a Game 163 on 

Monday night at Coors Field. 

It wasn't easy, but the Padres did take an 8-6 lead into the top of the 13th and Black again turned to Hoffman. Hoffman, 

however, only managed one out in that inning -- a game-ending sacrifice fly by Jamey Carroll, which scored Matt 

Holliday, who had tripled home Troy Tulowitzki with the game-tying run, on a play that to this day stirs up debate over 

whether Holliday ever touched home plate. 

Holliday safe at home 

10/1/07 SD@COL: Matt Holliday slides home in the 13th and is called safe, giving the Rockies the "Game 163" win and 

the NL Wild Card 

 "Twice we had a lead and Trevor on the mound," Black said. "You feel good about that situation. Who'd you rather have 

out there?" 

Twice, however, the Padres came up short. 

It wasn't easy for a rookie manager at first. He relived the moments and decisions time and again. 

And then he dealt with reality. 

"Once a game starts, things don't always go to plan," Black said. "You prepare. You know what matchups you want." 

You don't, however, always get the desired results. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/453064/troy-tulowitzki
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Carlos Gonzalez may be playing his final days with the Rockies. “It breaks my heart,” Nolan Arenado said. 
“I feel like I’ve represented this team the right way,” Gonzalez said. 
 
By Nick Groke / Denver Post | September 28th, 2017 
 
 
The long parade of genuflection in Carlos Gonzalez‘s corner of the Rockies’ clubhouse Wednesday night included 

shouted Spanish insults and a young catcher trying, feebly, to make fun of the slugger’s maroon leather jacket. It was all 

done in love. 

Gonzalez, the Rockies’ longest-tenured position player, the slugger with the sweet swing, is on short time. A weekend 

series against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Coors Field, with a postseason berth on the line, likely will be his last 

homestand in Denver. 

“It was going through my head when we got home (this week) and I realized it could be the end,” said Nolan Arenado, the 

Rockies’ all-star third baseman. “It breaks my heart. I love him. He’s like a brother to me.” 

Gonzalez, a 31-year-old right fielder, likely is playing out the final days of a nine-year career with the Rockies. He will 

become a free agent the day after the final game of the World Series. Gonzalez and Rockies general manager Jeff 

Bridich had significant discussions last spring about a contract extension, but a deal fizzled and they haven’t talked about 

the topic since. 

But for just the second time in a decade, Gonzalez has a shot at playing in the postseason. The Rockies are on the brink 

of clinching a spot in the National League’s wild-card game Wednesday at Arizona. 

Gonzalez, who has come out of a season-long slump this month, will be playing with an opportunity to extend his season 

and his Rockies career. 

“I signed an extension in 2010 thinking this is a team that can potentially be in the postseason for a long time,” Gonzalez 

said. “And I haven’t reached that yet. I want to keep playing for as long as possible in the postseason. I want to be the last 

one standing.” 

The smile never left Gonzalez’s face, even as the Rockies played through six losing seasons since 2011. His first season 

with the Rockies, in 2009, ended in the playoffs — a loss to the Phillies in an NLDS. Now the Rockies are on the verge of 

returning to the postseason. 

Since 2011, they have folded before September could find any meaning — even as Gonzalez earned three all-star 

appearances, two Gold Gloves and a Silver Slugger trophy. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-teams.aspx?page=/data/mlb/teams/team2967.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jeff-bridich/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jeff-bridich/
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His worst season, oddly, has coincided with Colorado’s turnaround. In the final year of a seven-year, $80 million contract 

extension, he was hitting only .198 on May 11, when the Rockies were in first place in the NL West. He hit only four home 

runs in the first two months of this season, a dramatic dip after blasting a total of 65 home runs the past two years. 

Gonzalez now has 13 homers and a .259 batting average. He is hitting .371 in September (26-for-70) — with 11 doubles, 

five homers and 15 RBIs. 

“Every day is a fun day, even when there are ups and downs,” he said. “Baseball is what I love. I always have fun. Every 

day can be your last day. That’s why you play with passion. Whenever you’re healthy and you have an opportunity, you 

go out and give it your all. You never know what the future will hold.” 

Gonzalez’s future with Colorado is in doubt. The Rockies certainly would miss his home run prowess and defensive ability 

in front of the out-of-town scoreboard in right at Coors Field. But with rookies Raimel Tapia and David Dahl, and 

veterans Charlie Blackmon, Gerardo Parra and Ian Desmond, the Rockies seem to have a surplus of outfielders heading 

into 2018. 

“I hope he comes back. You never know what can happen,” Arenado said. “I love playing with CarGo. I’ve loved it ever 

since my rookie year. My first big-league camp, he treated me right. Some veterans were on me all the time, giving me a 

hard time. He was always cool with me. He always told me to keep getting better. That’s something I will always 

remember. 

“I will always protect him, because he always protected me.” 

If these are his final days in purple, Gonzalez said they won’t wear on him. He won’t be occupied by nostalgia or 

sentimentality. His thoughts, he said, will be only on the postseason. He will play to the end by having fun. 

“I feel like I’ve represented this team the right way. I play hard. I was in the All-Star Game with ‘Rockies’ on my chest,” 

Gonzalez said. “After the season is over, I will feel a little different because I don’t know what will happen. But there are no 

regrets, no hard feelings, no sadness.” 

  

http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player117409.html
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player114201.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
http://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb-players.aspx?page=/data/mlb/players/player43796.html
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Rockies circled this weekend on their calendars. Their magic number is dwindling. The postseason waits. 
Rockies hope to avoid a must-win situation 
 
By Nick Groke / Denver Post | September 28th, 2017 
 

The Rockies’ home slate this season is bookended by Dodgers. A three-game series to start Coors Field’s run and 

another to close the regular season. Both were circled on Colorado’s clubhouse schedule. 

“To begin the season, we were all like, ‘Man that last series against the Dodgers could be really big for us,’ ” third 

baseman Nolan Arenado said. “We talked about it in spring training. We looked at the schedule. Starting with the Dodgers 

at home and ending with the Dodgers at home. We knew it would be big. It’s here now. It’s going to be fun.” 

The Rockies start a three-game weekend set against the Dodgers on Friday with a postseason berth on the line. Their 

magic number is 2: Any combination of Rockies’ victories or losses by the Milwaukee Brewers adding to two will send 

Colorado to a wild-card playoff Wednesday at Arizona. 

The Brewers will finish their regular season in St. Louis. The Cardinals were eliminated from contention after a Thursday 

night loss to the Cubs. 

It will not be an easy stroll to the finish line. The Rockies on Friday will face Los Angeles left-hander Hyun-Jin Ryu, then 

see lefty ace Clayton Kershaw on Saturday. Rockies veteran Chad Bettis will pitch Friday, followed by rookie German 

Marquez on Saturday. 

Sunday’s pitching matchups are not yet settled. The Rockies hope to avoid a must-win situation. Tickets are still available. 

The postseason waits. 

“If this doesn’t get you excited, then what will get you excited?” right fielder Carlos Gonzalez said. 

Looking ahead 

Dodgers LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu (5-8, 3.47 ERA) at Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (1-4, 5.72), Friday 6:10 p.m., AT&T 

SportsNet, 850 AM 

The two opposing pitchers who will take Coors Field’s mound Friday are throwing for potential starting spots in the 

postseason. Ryu has not won a game since Aug. 24. Bettis gave up just three runs in his first 14 innings after returning 
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from cancer in August. He struggled over his next five outings before a comeback 4 2/3 innings start last week at San 

Diego, in which he allowed just one run. When Bettis is pitching well, he is forcing weak contact and a stream of 

groundouts. When it doesn’t work, his ERA climbs — his mark is 7.04 this month. 

Saturday: Dodgers LHP Clayton Kershaw (18-4, 2.21 ERA) at Rockies RHP German Marquez (11-7, 4.38), 6:10 p.m., 

AT&T SportsNet 

Sunday: Dodgers TBA at Rockies TBA, 1:10 p.m. AT&T SportsNet 
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Ian Desmond’s Roberto Clemente Award-worthy crusade 
 
By Alissa Noe / Mile High Sports | September 28th, 2017 
 

Every year, Major League Baseball presents a player with what it calls “the most prominent individual player award 

bestowed by the MLB” through the Roberto Clemente Award, and at the beginning of September, the league announced 

that Colorado Rockies outfielder/first baseman Ian Desmond was named a nominee for 2017. 

In a press release, the Rockies noted that “the Roberto Clemente Award is the annual recognition of a player from each of 

the 30 MLB Clubs who best represents the game of baseball through extraordinary character, community involvement, 

philanthropy and positive contributions, both on and off the field.” 

Ian Desmond easily checks off those boxes. 

For the past five years, Desmond has become an integral part of the neurofibromatosis community, helping raise 

awareness and making generous donations through national organizations like the Children’s Tumor Foundation. Earlier 

this season, he donated $16,000 to the cause, and is very active on Twitter in spreading the word about NF to his 25.9K 

followers. 

The disease affects roughly 1 in 3,000 people worldwide. In a letter published on indiegogo.com during Desmond’s 

Washington Nationals days, he spells out exactly how devastating the disease can be. 

For Desmond, it all started with Ethan Brown of Liberty, S.C. in 2012, when Desmond found him on social media. 

“I got on Twitter and I started following things I had interest in, and I followed a feed, ‘Unashamed Athletes,’” Desmond 

said. “This young man, Ethan, sent out a prayer request that Unashamed Athletes retweeted, and at that point I said, ‘Hey 

man, I’ll pray for you, no doubt.’ 

“He had a big surgery coming up. I think it was a brain surgery and basically from that point on, we became really close 

friends. I’ve seen the way that it affects him, I’ve seen him go through quite a bit physically, emotionally, and his family, 

the same. I think we all as players want to make an impact, and at that point I had a high-school diploma, my family’s 

relatively healthy, and I just felt like all I could give back was to baseball. 

Since then, he’s made a huge impact not only in Brown’s life, but in the NF community, both in the spotlight and out of it. 

http://www.ctf.org/
https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/end-neurofibromatosis-with-ian-desmond#/
https://milehighsports.com/ian-desmond-rockies-help-raise-awareness-for-neurofibromatosis/
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“He’s a huge help,” Brown said. “He is my ‘big brother.’ I tell him everything that’s going on with my life. He gives me 

advice on things and honest answers to questions, and not just answers I want to hear. 

“It means everything. I’m the only boy on my mom’s side, so I don’t have anyone I can really talk to. I can tell him any and 

everything. I told him a few years ago that I always wanted to be an uncle as my parents have a brother, he told me, ‘Hey 

man, you can be my kids’ uncle.'” 

Since their friendship first blossomed some five years ago, Desmond’s voice has gotten louder and louder in the NF 

community, and he’s being heard nationwide. Over the years, Desmond has become a huge asset to the Children’s 

Tumor Foundation, a nationwide NF community and nonprofit organization surrounding NF. 

In the short time he’s been with Rockies, Desmond has already made huge waves with the Colorado chapter of CTF. 

“We had been doing an NF night at the Rockies for a bit through group sales, and I had been leading that,” Michael Lynn, 

a board member for the Colorado chapter of CTF, said. “When (the Rockies) signed Ian, I noticed it that day on Twitter 

and thought, ‘Oh, this is great.’ We knew about Ian’s history through all of his other teams. We knew him, especially 

through CTF, so about a month later, we got a call from (Rockies vice president of community and retail operations) Jim 

Kellogg and said, ‘Do you want to come in and meet with us? Ian wants to do some ticket donation programs. Come on in, 

and let’s talk about it.’” 

From that day forward, Desmond has donated 20 tickets to NF families for one game each month of the 2017 season, 

something that’s become a nice escape for the kids and families who must deal with so much. Every time, the 20 people 

who hail from all over Colorado, Utah and Wyoming get to have a “media day” with Desmond, as he interacts with the 

families and signs Rockies memorabilia for his guests. 

Since Desmond’s arrival in Denver and through his work with the NF community, Lynn said he’s seen an uptick in 

awareness for neurofibromatosis through various online articles written about Desmond’s involvement, and a TV segment 

done during a game on (what was formerly known as) Root Sports. That, Lynn said, has accelerated the conversation in 

his own social circles and beyond. 
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“Awareness not only gets the word out there to raise funds, but it also gets the word out there so that if it ever can become 

a household word, we can be more educated on how to address friends and family, or people they don’t know with it. Just 

getting the word out there really helps with the education.” 

With all the great work he’s done in the NF community and with CTF alone, Desmond has become a beacon of light in 

raising awareness and funds for research surrounding the disease. Much like Roberto Clemente himself–who literally 

lived and died trying to help those who needed it most–Desmond exhibits the compassion, drive and community outreach 

that this award tries to illuminate in the baseball world. 

Although the competition for the award is tough this year, Desmond has more than earned his spot in the pool of 

nominees. 
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What's at stake for the final weekend of the MLB season 
 
By David Schoenfield / ESPN.com | September 28th, 2017 
 

We have one playoff spot to be decided, one division title still to clinch, and a very big round number to reach. Here's what 

to watch this final weekend of the regular season: 

National League wild-card race 

It's down to the Colorado Rockies and Milwaukee Brewers, with the Rockies two games up and hosting the Dodgers with 

the Brewers on the road in St. Louis. The Rockies clinch with two wins. We get a tie if the Brewers sweep and the Rockies 

win once. And against all odds, the Brewers win if they sweep and the Rockies get swept. The pitching matchups: 

Dodgers at Rockies: Hyun-Jin Ryu-Chad Bettis; Clayton Kershaw-German Marquez; Ross Stripling-Tyler Chatwood 

Brewers at Cardinals: Chase Anderson-John Gant; Aaron Wilkerson-Luke Weaver; Zach Davies-Carlos Martinez 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/mil/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32582/hyun-jin-ryu
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31718/chad-bettis
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/34874/german-marquez
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32789/ross-stripling
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30564/tyler-chatwood
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/32690/chase-anderson
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/34841/john-gant
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/36001/aaron-wilkerson
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33770/luke-weaver
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/33829/zach-davies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31340/carlos-martinez
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