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Desmond, Blackmon triple Rockies to victory 
Freeland K's 9 across 6 strong innings, picks up win 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Aug. 17th, 2018 
 
ATLANTA -- Ian Desmond's game-breaking third-inning triple and Charlie Blackmon's Braves-breaking two-run triple in 

the sixth -- key hits in the Rockies' 11-5 victory over the Braves at SunTrust Park on Friday night -- were efficient in 

leading the way for Colorado. 

Both players had been struggling. Desmond stepped to the plate in a 3-for-32 rut. Blackmon was in a 7-for-35 rut with 10 

strikeouts, including two earlier Friday. But their hits led the Rockies to their sixth victory in the last seven games and kept 

them breathing down the necks of the National League West-leading D-backs. The Rockies' run total was their highest 

since an 11-10 victory at Arizona on July 20. 

"There are times when you see it to a point where you've gotta take a day off or a couple days off," Rockies manager Bud 

Black said. "We did it with Charlie yesterday and talked through a couple things. With 'Desi,' same thing, a couple days off 

over the last couple weeks, a couple different discussions. 

"But you know eventually these guys will rise to the occasion when needed." 

Even more, there was a no-big-deal feel to their hits. 

Desmond pointed into the dugout but barely smiled after his line drive to the left-center gap off Braves starter Sean 

Newcomb (10-6). Blackmon, whose triple bounced past first base, simply loosened his shin guard and handed it to third-

base coach Stu Cole, all while catching his breath after a headfirst slide. The runners ahead of those hits just walked to 

the dugout and touched Black's hand. There was little in the way of celebration. 

MEDIA CLIPS – Aug. 18, 2018 
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The Rockies have never won the NL West and have never been to the postseason two straight years. But having gone 

last year, even for just one game, is the only history the Rockies have found worth drawing upon. 

"Last year's experience definitely has prepared us," Blackmon said. "We've snuck in. We've been the Wild Card team. 

We've had to play good baseball to get to that point. We know what good baseball looks like, and we know what bad 

baseball is like, too. 

"There are no easy wins, but I'm proud of the way our guys did it tonight." 

The Rockies plan to win games behind guys who expect to do it again because they have done it before. 

It's why they signed Desmond -- who added a two-run single off Kolby Allard in the eighth -- for five years and $70 million 

before last season and stuck with him during long struggles this year. It's why the Rockies signed Blackmon to a six-year 

extension worth at least $108 million and haven't hit the panic button, even though he is nowhere close to his NL batting 

champion form of last season. The Rockies are mixing a veteran lineup with young pitching.. 17th, 2018 

"This time of year, you want to be playing good baseball," Desmond said. "And we are. We believe in what we can do and 

that's a good feeling at this point." 

Speaking of that young pitching, second-year lefty Kyle Freeland (11-7) continued his stalwart behavior on the mound by 

holding the Braves to one run on three hits while striking out nine. Freeland has fanned 19 in 13 innings over his last two 

starts and the Rockies are 9-2 in his last 11 outings.. 17th, 2018 

FREELAND TRYING TO UPDATE ROCKIES HISTORY 

Freeland's hot streak could land him in a favorable place in the Rockies' record book. His most recent performance 

dropped his season ERA to 2.96. In the tortured history of Rockies pitching, the only full-season ERA better than Freeland 

for a pitcher who qualified for the league ERA title was the 2.88 mark of Ubaldo Jimenez in 2010. 

In his last 12 starts, Freeland has a 2.20 ERA, with eight quality starts. 

"I started to pitch well about four or five starts into the season, and I've just tried to hold that feeling, keep on going with 

that and see how long I can ride it out," Freeland said. 
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Giving up a run in the first inning is customary for the Rockies. Nick Markakis' one-out sacrifice fly for a 1-0 Braves lead 

drove the team's first-inning ERA to 7.67 on the year. But as a staff that has been solid much of the season has proven, 

that becomes less relevant if there is little or no scoring beyond the first.. 17th, 2018 

Freeland made some big pitches. After walking Tyler Flowers to open the second, Freeland buzzed through the bottom 

of the Braves' order. After Ozzie Albies' infield hit with one out in the third -- with the Rockies leading, 3-1 -- he forced 

a Freddie Freeman double-play grounder. 

"He executes his pitches pretty much every pitch," said shortstop Trevor Story, who also had three hits -- along with 

Blackmon, Desmond and DJ LeMahieu. 

No runner reached scoring position for the rest of the time Freeland was in the game, and the Rockies built their lead. 

HE SAID IT 

"That's the first time I have gone first-to-home since high school. It's been a while and I spent quite a bit of energy right 

there. Looking back on it, it was worth it to be able to open up the gates a little bit." -- Freeland, who bunted for a single 

before scoring from first on Blackmon's triple 

UP NEXT 

In his last start, on Aug. 2, Rockies righty Antonio Senzatela (4-3, 4.56 ERA) held the Cardinals to one run and five hits 

in six innings but shortly thereafter went to the 10-day disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. Senzatela returns to 

the rotation to face the Braves and righty Mike Foltynewicz (10-7, 2.86) at SunTrust Park on Saturday at 5:10 p.m. MT. 

Because of a conflict with a Denver Broncos preseason football game, the Rockies' game will be carried on KHOW AM 

630 radio. 
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Who's leading the crowded NL MVP Award race? 
By Anthony Castrovince MLB.com @castrovince 
12:24 AM MDT 
 
Who is in the running for the National League MVP Award? The better question might be, "Who isn't?" 

While the foremost members of the American League MVP Award field are fairly well established (Mike Trout is having 

the best Mike Trout season, Jose Ramirez is putting up one of the great seasons by a third baseman in history 

and Mookie Betts is the central figure of a Red Sox team for the ages) the NL field seems to evolve by the hour. There is 

a cluster of similarly strong statistical cases on the position player side and even some brewing discussion about pitchers 

who could contend for the honor. 

Six weeks from now, some uber-hot stretch by a particular player on a team sealing an October entry could make all of 

this moot, but for now, there are legit MVP arguments to be made in many markets. So here's one man's ranking of the 

NL MVP Award field, with a quick look at each guy's case. 

(All stats are through Thursday.) 

 

1. Matt Carpenter, Cardinals 

.975 OPS (2nd), 162 OPS+ (1st), 157 wRC+ (1st), 5.3 bWAR (tied for 1st among position players), 5.0 fWAR (tied 

for 1st) 

You know how many qualified NL players had a lower OPS than Carpenter's .558 mark as of May 15? Just two: Lewis 

Brinson (.529) and Carpenter's teammate Dexter Fowler (.551), neither of whom (spoiler alert) will be appearing on this 

list.. 13th, 2018 

So strictly within the context of 2018, this might be the most unlikely MVP Award case of them all. And it also might be the 

best. As you can see, I'm putting more emphasis on advanced offensive rate stats, but do note that Carp is leading in 

good old-fashioned dingers (33), too. And if storyline matters to you, he's powered the Cards back into contention in the 

second half. 

Carpenter also makes his own salsa, which should be worth like 0.1 WAR, at least. 
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2. Freddie Freeman, Braves 

.939 OPS (4th), 154 OPS+ (2nd), 150 wRC+ (2nd), 5.2 bWAR (3rd), 5.0 fWAR (tied for 1st) 

There is nothing especially unusual about Freeman's 2018. Though his batting average has never been higher (and is 

tops in the NL) other more meaningful rate stats like OPS, OPS+ and wRC+ are darn near identical to his 2016 and '17 

seasons (the latter of which, unfortunately, was truncated due to a broken left wrist).. 12th, 2018 

So it's not news that Freeman is awesome at baseball, but suddenly this season -- as a function of the Braves finally 

having a contending team around him -- he is a household name and prominent NL MVP Award pick. Though 

teammate Nick Markakis deserves some down-ballot love and Ronald Acuna Jr.'s importance becomes more 

pronounced by the day, Freeman probably deserves the top honor as much as anybody right now and can win it if he and 

Atlanta finish with a flourish. 

3. Nolan Arenado, Rockies 

.981 OPS (1st), 145 OPS+ (6th), 145 wRC+ (6th), 4.8 bWAR (tied for 4th), 5.0 fWAR (tied for 1st) 

Arenado has finished in the top eight of the NL MVP Award voting each of the past three years, but he has never finished 

higher than fourth. There is a known bias against numbers accrued in Coors Field, and, anyway, Arenado wasn't helped 

by the fact that the Rockies' lone postseason appearance in his tenure was last year's second Wild Card slot, when his 

case was complicated by the historic leadoff production of teammate Charlie Blackmon (Arenado finished ahead of 

Blackmon but received one fewer first-place vote).. 14th, 2018 

This year, Trevor Story's strong year could complicate things, though probably not to the degree that Blackmon did. The 

bigger issue might be the right shoulder injury Arenado has battled in recent days. But with the Rox deeply embroiled in 

the NL West race, Arenado is again a worthy candidate. 
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Dunn tosses simulated game on path to return 
Left-hander will begin Minor League rehab assignment next week 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Aug. 17th, 2018 
 
ATLANTA -- After dealing with injuries for much of the season, Rockies left-handed relief pitcher Mike Dunn threw a 

simulated game Friday and is scheduled to begin a Minor League rehab assignment next week. The plan is to have the 

veteran Dunn back as a member of the bullpen in September. 

Dunn is rehabbing left AC joint inflammation and last appeared in a game on July 3. He also had missed 17 games with a 

rhomboid (upper-back) strain in June. Before the first injury, Dunn had nine straight scoreless appearances from May 10-

June 1, but was pitching through pain the whole time, and it eventually caught up with him. It turned out both ailments 

were related to an injury sustained during an offseason workout. 

Now that the problems seem behind him, Dunn is looking to rejoin a team in a postseason race. To be effective, Dunn 

said he has to find his sharpness during his rehab outings for Triple-A Albuquerque. 

"My command has got to be there," Dunn said. "Even if you don't have velocity, if you command the pitch, you're going to 

be fine. I'm looking to be able to get back in whatever the role, whatever the situation to help the team make a push down 

to the end. It could be eating up innings to give guys days off, it could be to get a big out in an inning. 

"It's great watching these guys go out and fight every day. It's everything I knew. But it's a different perspective whenever 

you can't do anything. You're just trying to be there to help the guys out wherever and whenever you can. You miss being 

in the battle with them." 

Oberg returns, Musgrave optioned 

Righty Scott Oberg returned to the club Friday after missing three games to be with his wife, Diana Filipek, for the birth of 

the couple's first child -- a girl, Charlotte Rose Oberg, born healthy Monday -- 8 pounds, 3 ounces, and 21 3/4 inches. 

To make room on the 25-man active roster, the Rockies optioned lefty reliever Harrison Musgrave (1-3, 5.08 ERA in 24 

games) to Albuquerque. A starter before first being called up in April, Musgrave will go to Triple-A as a reliever. 
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Rockies’ offense earns tacos for the first time in 25 tries; Kyle Freeland deals again in win over Braves 
Colorado scored more than six runs in a game for the first time since July 20 with an array of timely hits at SunTrust 
Park 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: August 17, 2018 at 9:14 pm | UPDATED: August 17, 2018 at 11:57 pm 
 
ATLANTA — Tomorrow’s tacos never tasted so good. 

The Rockies on Friday night scored more than six runs in a game for the first time in 25 tries, pairing an array of timely 

hits with another nails outing by staff ace Kyle Freeland to earn Taco Bell’s popular promotional giveaway for Colorado 

fans with an 11-5 victory over the Braves at SunTrust Park. 

“It was a good all-around game for a lot of guys,” said Rockies manager Bud Black. “We had a lot of contributions from the 

whole lineup, and I thought Kyle did a nice job where there were a couple at-bats where he needed to get outs, and did.” 

The Braves nicked Freeland for a run in the first inning, but Colorado’s opening-frame bugaboos — reflected in its MLB-

worst 7.67 ERA during the inning — did little to tarnish another strong showing by the southpaw, who has turned in eight 

quality starts over his past dozen outings. 

“We’re seeing a pitcher grow before our eyes, which is great,” Black said. “Kyle’s bringing that (consistency) every single 

day, and you sort of know what to expect, which is a really good feeling.” 

Nick Markakis put the Braves on the scoreboard with his sacrifice fly that scored Ronald Acuña Jr. After that, Freeland 

allowed only one more hit over six total innings while he worked around four walks with nine strikeouts. 

“My stuff felt great for most of the game. I had command of all four of my pitches,” Freeland said. 

“I’ve just been trying to hold my (momentum) since the start of the season, when I began to pitch well about four, five 

starts in. I’ve held that feeling, and I’m seeing how long I can ride it out.” 

His nine strikeouts helped Freeland routinely stop the chop and quell any sense of momentum from the sparse Atlanta 

crowd. And while Freeland settled in, the Colorado offense finally popped off with a pair of big innings to take control of 

the game. 
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DJ LeMahieu got the Rockies rolling in the third inning against Atlanta starter Sean Newcomb with a one-out ground-rule 

double, which was followed by Nolan Arenado’s single, Trevor Story’s walk and then Ian Desmond’s bases-clearing triple 

that swung the score to 3-1 in favor of the visitors. 

The Rockies added on in the sixth inning, when Chris Iannetta’s RBI single, Charlie Blackmon’s two-RBI triple and then a 

wild pitch to score another run extended their lead to 7-1. 

Even after Bryan Shaw gave one run back in the seventh inning via Dansby Swanson’s RBI double, LeMahieu took it right 

back with a double that scored Blackmon and made it 8-2. Desmond’s two-RBI single in the eighth extended the Rockies’ 

lead to 10-2 and gave the first baseman five RBIs, tying his career high, before LeMahieu drove in another in the ninth for 

Colorado’s final run. 

Chris Rusin came in for Colorado in the ninth and didn’t have his best stuff, allowing three runs. He finished it off, though, 

for a Rockies road win. 

The victory was the sixth in the last seven games for Colorado, which entered the night 1½ games behind Arizona, and a 

half game ahead of the Los Angeles Dodgers, in the National League West. The Diamondbacks played at San Diego; the 

Dodgers are at Seattle. 

“It’s going to be a fight to the end. We know that,” Story said. “And we’re excited about it.” 
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Rockies Insider: Colorado’s baserunning must improve as team makes repeat playoff push 
The Rockies have run into an MLB-worst 16 outs at third, and rank marginally in other baserunning metrics 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com and JEFF BAILEY | jbailey@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
August 17, 2018 at 6:00 am 
 
For the Rockies to get to October — either by outlasting the Diamondbacks and Dodgers for their first divisional title or by 

way of a repeat wild card appearance — every run, and potential run, is important. 

That means Colorado must be better on the bases during the homestretch of the regular season, as metrics indicate the 

high-risk, high-reward strategy currently being employed by Rockies’ runners isn’t effective. 

While the Rockies are tied for the major league lead in extra bases taken (the amount of times a runner advanced more 

than one base on a single or more than two bases on a double) at 46 percent, they’ve also made a habit of running into 

outs. 

Colorado ranks fourth-worst in the majors, and second-worst in the National League, with 49 outs on base (when a runner 

is put out making a baserunning play in non-force and non-steal situations). That includes an MLB-worst 16 outs at third. 

Meanwhile, the Rockies are middle of the road in the majors in terms of stolen base success (70 percent), number of 

times picked off (nine) and in Fangraphs’ Ultimate Base Running metric, in which the Rockies rank ninth in the NL. 

The good news? It won’t take Trevor Story’s speed suddenly becoming contagious for Colorado to firm up its 

baserunning. 

Just a bit more smarts — something the club was lacking in a couple failed contact plays during the recent Los Angeles 

series — and a renewed emphasis on the fundamentals should prevent this aspect of the game from becoming a 

September stumbling block. 

— Kyle Newman, The Denver Post 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/KyleNewmanDP
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Now healthy again and consistently in the Rockies’ lineup, young outfielder David Dahl is doing damage 
“David’s maturing to a point where he’s starting to understand where he is in his career,” manager Bud Black said. 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
August 17, 2018 at 5:39 pm 
 
ATLANTA — Back on April 22, shortstop Trevor Story had a succinct and apt evaluation of where David Dahl stood as a 

major leaguer. Long a highly touted Rockies’ prospect, Dahl had just been recalled from Triple-A Albuquerque to make his 

2018 Rockies debut. 

“He’s had some tough breaks, for sure, health-wise and stuff like that, but he can do some damage really no matter where 

he’s at on the field or in the lineup,” Story said. “I think you’ll be able to see that pretty soon.” 

But after a rib injury kept him off the Colorado roster all of last season, it turned out “soon” would again have to wait for the 

promising outfielder, as Dahl was sidelined again June 1. 

This time, it was another unfortunate injury, a right foot fracture,caused by fouling off a ball. 

 

However, since returning from that injury Aug. 5, Dahl — alongside infielder Ryan McMahon — has emerged as a premier 

young player on the Rockies’ roster, and he’s started nine of the dozen games in that time span while hitting .258 with two 

home runs and six RBIs heading into Friday. 

His continued impact was clear again in Thursday’s series opener at SunTrust Park, when Dahl blasted a 434-foot dinger 

to dead center in the third inning before his two-RBI single in the ninth completed the Rockies’ 5-3 comeback. 

“David’s maturing to a point where he’s starting to understand where he is in his career,” manager Bud Black said. “He’s 

starting to realize what the big-league game is all about, what his responsibility is as a player and as a teammate.” 

According to veteran outfielder Charlie Blackmon, Dahl’s growth is also catalyzed by his progression up major league 

baseball’s mental learning curve. 

“He’s a really good bat-to-ball guy, and just a great hitter naturally, but now he’s adding in the knowledge from other guys 

and the scouting reports,” Blackmon said. “He’s getting a leg up on the competition rather than just showing up and hitting 

the ball. He’s figuring out how to mentally approach the big-league game.” 

Dahl, 24, is grateful to be with the club for the final stretch of 2018 after missing last year, especially considering the taste 

of success he got in 2016 when he hit .315 in 63 games with seven home runs and 24 RBIs. 
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“You come into the season wanting to be in a playoff race, and hopefully getting there,” Dahl said. “That’s what we’re 

trying to do, and I’m excited to be up here and help keep it going. It does (feel different) from when I played in 2016. It’s 

more tense, everything matters a lot. You’ve always got to be ready.” 

And with the way Dahl’s been ready lately, it seems as if continued health may be the only thing standing in the way of the 

Rockies’ 2012 first-round pick (No. 10 overall) from becoming a permanent starter down the stretch and into next spring. 

“On the physical side, there have been seasons that have been interrupted due to injury, and so now for him it’s just a 

question of being able to maintain some durability so that he can show his skills,” Black said. 

Footnotes. Left-handed reliever Mike Dunn, on the disabled list due to left A/C joint inflammation, threw a simulated 

session prior to Friday’s Game 2 against the Braves and felt no pain. He was executing his pitches and worked ahead 

of Pat Valaika, Garrett Hampson and Ryan McMahon in their at-bats. The next step is likely a rehab assignment, and 

Dunn is hungry for the opportunity to salvage his summer, one in which he’s been injured multiple times. “I’ve never 

missed this much time,” he said. “I’ve accepted the fact that this season, in a sense of numbers, is going to be completely 

gone. To try to get back and help the team in the final month, and hopefully into the playoffs, is the renewed goal.”… 

Ahead of Friday’s game, the Rockies reinstated reliever Scott Oberg from the paternity list and optioned Harrison 

Musgrave to Triple-A Albuquerque in a corresponding move. 

 

Looking ahead 

Rockies RHP Antonio Senzatela (4-3, 4.56 ERA) at Braves RHP Mike Foltynewicz (10-7, 2.86), 5:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Scheduled to make his first start since August 2 in St. Louis — after which he was placed on the disabled list with 

shoulder soreness — Senzatela returns to take Chad Bettis’ spot in the rotation against an Atlanta team that only has six 

career at-bats against him (and no hits). Prior to his injury, Senzatela allowed one run in each of his last two starts, 

although he’ll need to improve his performance on the road considering he’s posted a 1-3 mark and 5.81 ERA away from 

Coors Field. Meanwhile, the Rockies have had ample success against Foltynewicz, hitting .301 (22-for-73) against him, 

including a home run and four RBIs in ten at-bats by outfielder Carlos Gonzalez. 

Sunday: Rockies RHP German Marquez (10-9, 4.51) at Braves RHP Anibal Sanchez (6-3, 3.07), 11:35 a.m., ATTRM 
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Monday: Off 

Tuesday: Padres LHP Robbie Erlin (2-3, 3.33) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (6-5, 4.39), 6:40 p.m., ATTRM 

Wednesday: Padres RHP Jacob Nix (1-1, 6.75) at Rockies RHP Jon Gray (9-7, 4.76), 6:40 p.m., ATTRM 
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Rockies reinstate reliever Scott Oberg from paternity leave, option Harrison Musgrave to Triple-A 
Oberg is 7-0 with a 3.12 ERA in 34-plus innings out of the bullpen this season; Musgrave had a 5.08 ERA in 33-plus 
innings 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: August 17, 2018 at 2:39 pm | UPDATED: August 17, 2018 at 3:33 pm 
 
ATLANTA — The Rockies reinstated reliever Scott Oberg from the disabled list ahead of Friday’s game against the 

Braves, and optioned southpaw Harrison Musgrave to Triple-A Albuquerque. 

The right-hander and his wife, Diana Fillpek, welcomed a baby girl into the world at 5:45 p.m. on Monday in Voorhees, 

New Jersey. Charlotte Rose Oberg weighed 8 pounds, 3 ounces and is 21 ¾ inches tall. 

Oberg is 7-0 with a 3.12 ERA in 34-plus innings out of the bullpen this season. 

“My perspective has definitely changed a little bit,” the first-time father said. “Moving forward, I see things a little bit 

different.” 

Musgrave was 1-3 with a 5.08 ERA in 33 ⅔ inning of work since making his major league debut on April 23, a time span 

that included a rehab stint with the Isotopes in July for a right hip flexor strain. 

Musgrave provided long relief for Colorado in addition to being used in short, situational outings. 

“We liked his ability to cross over different roles, but with Oberg back and with (Chad) Bettis now in the bullpen, Bettis 

gives us length like we talked about,” manager Bud Black said. “(Bettis) has the the ability to go anywhere from 45 to 60, 

70 pitches as needed. 

“So it fits a little better now to have Bettis in our bullpen with length, Oberg back to go with our right-handed pitchers and 

(Jake) McGee and (Chris) Rusin to handle the left side.” 
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With shifting expectations, David Dahl and Ryan McMahon are finding ways to make a positive impact with the 
Rockies 
By Nick Groke Aug 17, 2018 | The Athletic 
 
ATLANTA — David Dahl never reached for the moon Thursday night, only left field. “I was trying to stay calm,” the 

Rockies’ budding young outfielder said. 

In the course of a week, the Rockies won five of seven games and three came on late game-breaking hits from 24-year-

old Dahl and rookie Ryan McMahon, 23. If they are Colorado’s future, the future is not now. But in the gray space 

between prospects and established, Dahl and McMahon are carving out a space to be productive. 

Dahl’s two-run single in the ninth Thursday, a sharp liner to left off Atlanta’s Brad Brach, gave the Rockies a 5-3 victory 

over the Braves. 

“It’s not about whether I start a lot or not,” Dahl said. “I just want to help the team win. Whatever they need me to do, I’ll be 

ready for it.” 

McMahon last week hit deciding home runs on consecutive nights, including a three-run walk-off shot that took down the 

Dodgers at Coors Field. McMahon was playing in place of All-Star Nolan Arenado, who was forced to watch with a 

nagging shoulder strain. 

Dahl on Thursday took the center-field spot normally held by Charlie Blackmon, who sat for rest and rejuvenation during a 

slump. His ninth inning timeliness was not Dahl’s only contribution. He also hammered a solo homer in the third inning off 

Julio Teheran that gave Colorado a 2-1 lead. 

“I wasn’t feeling much pressure,” Dahl said. “Fastball that ran over the middle of the plate. I put a good swing on it.” 

Arenado returned to third base Thursday, sending McMahon back to the bench. But the young lefty still provided a punch, 

pulling a pinch-hit groundball single on a first-pitch swing in the ninth that scored Trevor Story to tie the game at 3. 

Their sudden contributions are helpful, but not yet worthy of full-time status. Since Dahl returned from Triple-A on Aug. 5, 

he is 8-for-31 at the plate (.258 average) with two homers. McMahon’s playing time has been even more sporadic. Since 

his recall July 29, he is 12-for-41 (.293) with two homers. 

“He’s doing a really good job controlling his emotions and playing defense and taking swings,” Blackmon said of 

McMahon. 
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This is not enough for them to take over full-time positions. It is too late in the season, in too tight a chase in the National 

League West, with too many other veteran players who have earned too much trust from their manager. 

“Going into tonight, (McMahon) was 2-for-17 with eight strikeouts. But he’s making his hits count,” Colorado manager Bud 

Black said. “Every day that Mac is in the big leagues it’s a learning experience. He continues to grow. 

“David, same thing,” Black said of Dahl. “It’s been a rough spell. But he got a couple good swings tonight. He’s a guy who 

wants to contribute. He’s still finding his way in the big leagues. But he’s doing a good job.” 

Black made it clear that Blackmon and Arenado, obviously, remain starters at their positions. And Ian Desmond, who is 

hitting an unseemly 7-for-47 in August (.149) after going 0-for-3 Thursday, probably will not lose his starting spot. He 

continues to add worth, including a sacrifice fly that gave the Rockies their first run against the Braves in the second. 

So McMahon and Dahl will wait their turns, in spot duty down the stretch and for starting spots perhaps next season. They 

are still earning their place while finding a way, any way, to positively affect a game. 

And in an increasingly tight race in the NL West — Arizona’s victory Thursday over the Padres kept the Rockies 1 1/2 

games back — the difference between the postseason and a tee time might be one pinch-hit at-bat. 

“It’s more intense,” Dahl said. “Everything matters a lot. Anytime something is on the line or there’s a big series, you come 

in ready. Hopefully we can be there at the end.” 
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Desmond, Freeland pace Rockies' easy win over Braves 
Associated Press 
 

ATLANTA -- Kyle Freeland commanded all four of his pitches and had his slider working especially well. 

It's been a smooth ride for the left-hander since mid-June. 

"I've been trying to hold that feeling and keep on going with that," Freeland said. "See how long I can ride it out." 

Ian Desmond tripled and drove in five runs, Freeland pitched six strong innings and the Colorado Rockies coasted to an 

11-5 win over the Atlanta Braves on Friday night. 

The Rockies have won six of seven, and they're 28-14 since June 28, tops in the NL over that span. And they've done it 

without the benefit of many blowouts: Friday's game snapped a franchise-long, 25-game streak in which the Rockies 

scored six runs or fewer. 

"I think at this time of year you want to be playing good baseball, and we are," Desmond said. "We believe in what we can 

do, and it's a good feeling to have at this point." 

Sean Newcomb struggled for his second straight start as Atlanta's NL East lead dropped to one-half game over 

Philadelphia. Colorado began the night 1 1/2 games out of the West lead. 

Ronald Acuna Jr. reached on an infield single in the first against Freeland and scored on a sacrifice fly, but that was all 

Atlanta could muster against him. 

Freeland (11-7) gave up three hits and four walks and struck out four, improving to 5-1 with a 2.20 ERA over 12 starts 

since June 16. Freeland's 2.96 season ERA leads all NL left-handers with enough qualifying innings. 

"We're seeing a pitcher grow up before our eyes, which is great," Colorado manager Bud Black said. 

Newcomb (10-6) struck out Freeland to escape a bases-loaded jam in the second, but he wasn't as fortunate with bases 

full in the third as Desmond tripled into left-center to make it 3-1. 

Desmond helped get the Rockies on the board again in the four-run sixth. He singled, stole second and scored on Chris 

Iannetta's single. Charlie Blackmon's two-run triple chased Newcomb, who gave up nine hits, seven runs and three walks 

in 5 1/3 innings. 
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Newcomb had gone 8-1 with a 2.27 ERA in 14 starts following an Atlanta loss, but he was coming off a no-decision last 

Sunday against Milwaukee in which he gave up five runs and a single-game career-high 12 hits in four innings. 

"It just seemed like it was a struggle for him from the get-go," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "He's going to have 

games like that. He's not perfect. He'll have to get through it, regroup and get ready for the next one." The Braves have 

lost 21 of their last 28 games against the Rockies, including eight of the last 10 in Atlanta. 

Dansby Swanson had an RBI double for Atlanta in the seventh. DJ LeMahieu added an RBI single and Desmond had a 

two-run single in the eighth. LeMahieu drove in a run off Charlie Culberson, a utility man making his first career pitching 

appearance, in the ninth. The Braves added three runs in the bottom half of the inning. 

STREAK INTACT 

Acuna was credited with a hit in his first at-bat even though shortstop Trevor Story fielded the hard grounder and threw 

wildly to first. Acuna has reached safely in eight straight plate appearances leading off a game, with three homers, two 

singles, one walk and a hit by pitch over that span. 

STRUGGLING 

Adam Duvall went 1 for 4 and stranded two runners in eighth. He's hitting .120 in 25 at-bats since Atlanta acquired him in 

a trade with Cincinnati last month. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: Manager Bud Black said LHP Mike Dunn, on the disabled list with a shoulder inflammation, looked good in a 

simulated game and will begin a rehab assignment in the next couple of days. ... RHP Scott Obergwas reinstated from the 

paternity list. LHP Harrison Musgrave was optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque. 

Braves: LHP Max Fried began a rehab assignment Friday for Triple-A Gwinnett, allowing three earned runs in 4 1/3 

innings. He's been out 11 games with a left groin strain. 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: RHP Antonio Senzatela (4-3, 4.56 ERA) will be reinstated from the disabled list and make his seventh start. He 

is 1/3 with a 5.81 ERA in three starts and six relief appearances on the road. 

Braves: RHP Mike Foltynewicz (10-7, 2.86 ERA) will make his 24th start. The first-time All-Star is 3-0 with a 1.83 ERA in 

three starts this month. 
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Real or Not? Rockies games are must-see television 
David Schoenfield | ESPN Senior Writer 
 
After the shenanigans from Jose Urena on Wednesday, it was a less eventful day on Thursday across the majors ... 

 

Dr. Feelgood: Thankfully, Ronald Acuna Jr. was back in the lineup for the Braves after Urena plunked him in the elbow. 

He didn't hit another home run, but Acuna did go 1-for-4 after leading off the game with a base hit. While Acuna was 

feeling better than the night before, he wasn't feeling as good as the Rockies were after they rallied for three runs in the 

top of the ninth to pull out a 5-3, come-from-behind victory. 

 

The rally started thanks to Dansby Swanson's error, and Brad Brachwalked Gerardo Parra for a second free baserunner, 

thank you very much. Ryan McMahon's RBI single tied it up, and David Dahl's two-run single was the winner. DJ 

LeMahieu's leaping grab ended it as Wade Davis got the save: 

 

The Rockies have been playing a lot of tense, exciting baseball this month; they had those back-to-back walk-off wins 

over the Dodgers last weekend after suffering back-to-back walk-off losses earlier in the month. The offense has struggled 

in August, averaging just 3.5 runs per game while hitting .224/.294/.362, which is why McMahon and Dahl are so 

important to the Rockies' playoff push. 

Dahl, who homered earlier in the game, played center and hit leadoff on Thursday as Charlie Blackmon got the day off. 

Dahl has started 10 of 11 games since returning from the disabled list on Aug. 5. He has been injured so often in his 

career that it is hard to know what to expect from him, but his performance as a rookie back in 2016 -- when he hit 

.315/.359/.500 in 63 games -- suggests that he is certainly the better bet than Parra as the team's everyday left fielder 

down the stretch. 

 

McMahon entered the season with a lot of hype after a big season in the minors in 2017, but he got off to a terrible start in 

April in a part-time role and earned a ticket back to Albuquerque. He has hit .300/.417/.567 in 36 plate appearances in 

August. At the very least, manager Bud Black should consider a platoon with Ian Desmond, who is back in the midst of 

another deep slump. 

Dahl and McMahon are viewed as key parts of the Rockies' future, but their performance in the present might help dictate 

whether the Rockies return to October. 
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Desmond drives in five, Rockies pummel Braves 
By Drew Creasman - Posted on August 17, 2018 | BSN Denver 
 
The Colorado Rockies were due for an offensive explosion and they got one in their second game against the Braves in 

Atlanta. 

Getting three-hit nights from four different players and five RBI out of Ian Desmond, the club cruised to its most 

comfortable victory since the All-Star Break, pummeling the NL East leaders by a score of 11-5. 

Starter Kyle Freeland was fantastic once again, though he didn’t need to be, allowing just three hits and a run that score 

only after an error allowed the runner to reach base. 

In addition to Desmond breaking out of a mini-slump, the top of the lineup in Charlie Blackmon an DJ LeMahieu burst out, 

going 6-for-12 with five runs scored and four RBI. 

The Braves took an early lead by taking advantage of a Trevor Story throwing error in the first. Employing his patented 

spin throw but rushing it a bit with the speedy Ronald Acuna Jr. running, his throw was high, allowing the first base runner 

of the game. 

It looked for a moment like Freeland may have picked him off at first, enough so that the Rockies challenged the initial 

safe ruling but the call on the field stood without overwhelming evidence to overturn. Atlanta proceeded to move Acuna 

around the bases with a single from Ozzie Albies, a groundout from Freddie Freeman that couldn’t quite be turned into a 

double play, and a sac to just-barely-deep-enough-left from Nick Markakis. 

The Rockies rallied in the third, getting a one-out ground-rule double from DJ LeMahieu that was followed by a single from 

Nolan Arenado. LeMahieu had to see the ball through and could not score the tying run but when Story walked, Colorado 

had the bases loaded with one out. 

Carlos Gonzalez could not come up with either the big hit or the productive out, popping up to third base on a full count 

after getting a tough call on the first pitch of the at-bat. In strode Ian Desmond who took an ugly hack at a first-pitch 

changeup. He made an adjustment on the next, managing to stay back on almost the exact same pitch in the same spot, 

hammering it into the left-center field gap for a bases-clearing triple. 
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Colorado added with an offensive outburst of four runs in the sixth. While the last scoring rally ended with a big Desmond 

hit, this one began with one. He singled up the middle to lead off the inning and swiped second, his 14th stolen base of 

the season. After David Dahl struck out, Desmond came in to score on a Chris Iannetta single to right. 

Freeland followed by finding his way on base after his sac bunt attempt turned into a bunt-for-base-hit situation. 

Charlie Blackmon, in desperate need of a big hit, came up with one, cashing in both runners with a triple down the first 

baseline. He raced home on a wild pitch to score the fourth run of the frame before DJ LeMahieu and Nolan Arenado 

struck out to end the inning. 

The Braves got one back in the first inning pitched by someone not named Freeland. Adam Duvall jumped on the first 

pitch he saw from Bryan Shaw, pulling it into the hole on the left side and came around to score on a Dansby Swanson 

double that hit right on the foul line in left field. 

Shaw settled in and retired the next three batters in order without allowing Swanson to score. 

The Rockies actually answered that with three more of their own thanks to singles from Blackmon, LeMahieu, Story and 

Desmond. 

That put a cap on Desmond’s night and gave him 65 RBI on the season which ranks third on the club. His triple was his 

seventh of the year, which ranks fifth most in the NL. 

Jake McGee worked the eighth, walking a pair but not allowing a run or a hit. 

The Rockies added one more in the ninth with a two-out double from Blackmon who scored with ease on another 

LeMahieu single. 

Chris Rusin pitched the ninth an surrendered three runs on four singles and a walk but was finally able to strike out Tyler 

Flowers to end it. 

Colorado improved to 66-56 and sit one game out of first place in the NL West as of publication. 

FINAL STATS: 
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Kyle Freeland: 6 IP, 3 H, 1 ER, 4 BB, 9 K 

Bryan Shaw: 1 IP, 2 H, 1 ER, 0 BB, 1 K 

Jake McGee: 1 IP, 0 H, 0 ER, 2 BB, 1 K 

Chris Rusin: 1 IP, 4 H, 3 ER, 1 BB, 1 K 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies look to make it three straight in Atlanta on Saturday as Antonio Senzatela makes his return to the rotation. 

He faces off against Mike Foltynewicz. First pitch at 5:10 Mountain Time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

22 
 

Rockies Have Excelled Vs. Best in Ball -- They Can't Afford to Let Up Now 
TRACY RINGOLSBY - AUGUST 17, 2018 | InsideTheSeams.com 
 
The last time the Rockies played a team with a losing record was when the Marlins came to Coors Field June 23-

25. They lost two out of three to the Marlins that weekend, and then went on the road, where they lost the first 

two games of a three-game series in San Francisco. 

They fell four games below .500 (38-42), into fourth place in the NL West, eight games out of first, and just 3 1/2 

games ahead of the last-place Padres.. 

On the final day in San Francisco, however, DJ LeMahieu's two-run home run in the top of the ninth, lifted the 

Rockies to a 9-8 victory, and now look at the Rockies. 

They have put together the best record in the NL since -- 27-14 -- moving into second place in the NL West, just 

1 1/2 games back of the division-leading Diamondbacks, and are looking forward to the rest of the season.  

GETTING THEMSELVES BACK IN THE RACE 

Team W L Pct IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 
Rockies 27 14 0.659 365.1 308 162 152 42 126 348 3.74 

Cubs 27 15 0.643 381 390 203 192 49 149 329 4.54 

Phillies 25 18 0.581 397.1 366 186 162 44 134 366 3.67 

Braves 23 18 0.561 362 317 170 158 46 148 360 3.93 

Cardinals 24 19 0.558 379.2 359 185 168 34 142 317 3.98 

Pirates 23 19 0.548 366 394 187 171 39 143 307 4.2 

Dodgers 22 21 0.512 390.1 318 160 149 51 100 407 3.44 

D-backs 21 21 0.5 382.1 351 176 163 42 126 377 3.84 

Brewers 22 22 0.5 392.1 386 226 207 58 159 368 4.75 

Mets 20 22 0.476 372.1 372 196 185 49 118 321 4.47 

Giants 19 22 0.463 377.2 363 173 163 45 131 333 3.88 

Nationals 20 24 0.455 387.2 393 194 184 51 125 333 4.27 

Reds 18 23 0.439 364.1 390 218 196 64 122 309 4.84 

Marlins 16 26 0.381 380.1 379 224 208 48 166 326 4.92 

Padres 12 29 0.293 371 380 217 204 48 135 339 4.95 
Yes, they have only seven of their final 40 games against a team with a losing record -- all against the Padres. 

That, however, hasn't been a problem for them in their 41-game climb back into the post-season race. They have 

played teams with a winning record in each of their last 41 games. 
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WINNING AGAINST THE WINNERS 

Team W L Pct SvOP IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA AVG 
Giants 4 0 1.000 3-4 36 26 11 10 2 10 30 2.50 .190 

A's 3 0 1.000 3-3 27 20 4 4 2 10 28 1.33 .204 

Braves 1 0 1.000 1-1 9 6 3 3 1 1 11 3.00 .194 

Mariners 5 1 .833 2-2 53 48 19 19 3 15 43 3.23 .244 

Dodgers 5 2 .714 3-5 62 55 25 24 10 15 60 3.48 .240 

Mariners 4 2 .667 2-4 53 50 29 26 4 27 56 4.42 .246 

Astros 2 2 .5 0 36 25 23 21 7 14 33 5.25 .198 

Brewers 1 2 .333 1-3 27.2 23 17 16 7 10 28 5.20 .228 

Pirates 1 2 .333 1-1 27 23 14 13 3 10 28 4.33 .230 

Cardinals 1 3 .250 1-3 34.2 32 17 16 3 14 31 4.15 .242 

Totals 27 14 .659 17-26 365.1 308 162 152 42 126 348 3.74 .228 
Here is the kicker. The Rockies not only have the best record in the NL during their 41-game climb back into the 

post-season race, but they have the third lowest ERA among the 15 NL teams during that time, and that's despite 

playing 21 of the 40 games at Coors Field. 

PITCHING IN TO WIN 

Team W L Pct IP H R ER HR BB SO  ERA 
Rockies 27 14 .659 365.1 308 162 152 42 126 348  3.74 

Cubs 27 15 .643 381 390 203 192 49 149 329  4.54 

Phillies 25 18 .581 397.1 366 186 162 44 134 366  3.67 

Braves 23 18 .561 362 317 170 158 46 148 360  3.93 

Cardinals 24 19 .558 379.2 359 185 168 34 142 317  3.98 

Pirates 23 19 .548 366 394 187 171 39 143 307  4.20 

Dodgers 22 21 .512 390.1 318 160 149 51 100 407  3.44 

D-backs 21 21 .500 382.1 351 176 163 42 126 377  3.84 

Brewers 22 22 .500 392.1 386 226 207 58 159 368  4.75 

Mets 20 22 .476 372.1 372 196 185 49 118 321  4.47 

Giants 19 22 .463 377.2 363 173 163 45 131 333  3.88 

Nationals 20 24 .455 387.2 393 194 184 51 125 333  4.27 

Reds 18 23 .439 364.1 390 218 196 64 122 309  4.84 

Marlins 16 26 .381 380.1 379 224 208 48 166 326  4.92 
With the return and resurgence of Jon Gray, the rotation has provided a solid foundation for the surge. Gray, 

Kyle Freeland and German Marquez are not only a combined 10-2 during the team's 41-game climb back into the 

post-season race, but the Rockies are 20-3 in the games those three have started. 
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STARTERS PROVIDING FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS 

Player W L Team IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 
Jon Gray 2 0 7-0 46.1 34 19 17 5 11 45 3.30 

Kyle Freeland 3 1 7-1 47.2 41 13 13 3 20 39 2.45 

German Marquez 5 1 6-2 52.2 41 18 17 6 12 62 2.91 

Antonio Senzatela 2 2 2-3 30 23 12 12 1 11 23 3.60 

Tyler Anderson 2 2 3-6 55.2 38 26 25 9 21 54 4.04 

Chad Bettis 0 1 1-2 14 13 12 12 2 8 8 7.71 

Jeff Hoffman 0 0 1-0 3.1 8 3 3 0 1 2 8.10 
 14 7 27-14 247 198 103 99 26 84 233 3.61 

  

They have put together their 41-game surge despite an offense that ranks 10th in the NL in runs scored during 

that stretch. They even set a franchise record in the series-opener at Atlanta on Thursday when they failed to 

score more than six runs for the 24th consecutive game. During that stretch they are hitting .234 overall, and are 

last in Major League Baseball with a .156 average with runners in scoring position. 

A HIT WITHOUT HITTING 

Team G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO AVG 
Nationals 44 1528 235 414 69 9 60 229 172 342 .271 

Cardinals 43 1489 216 400 79 4 53 210 150 313 .269 

Cubs 42 1434 211 393 78 6 43 200 152 334 .274 

Brewers 44 1521 201 389 63 10 56 190 133 411 .256 

Mets 42 1413 199 342 76 9 45 182 156 351 .242 

Pirates 42 1421 197 379 75 11 49 191 106 334 .267 

Braves 41 1400 195 372 84 7 49 192 100 314 .266 

Dodgers 43 1467 194 360 79 6 57 184 169 396 .245 

D-backs 42 1457 191 379 84 10 41 181 154 353 .26 

Rockies 41 1387 189 359 69 13 55 181 116 346 .259 

Phillies 43 1491 187 355 62 8 54 179 145 393 .238 

Reds 41 1392 183 360 68 5 40 175 139 353 .259 

Padres 41 1409 164 336 64 7 44 153 123 381 .238 

Giants 41 1424 161 341 65 7 27 151 119 333 .239 

Marlins 42 1437 156 348 45 4 34 147 107 321 .242 
The Rockies have been given a lift by the recent recall of David Dahl and Ryan McMahon, who were key factors 

in Thursday's three-run ninth inning. Dahl delivered the game-winning hit in three-run ninth after McMahon drove 
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in the game-tying run. And it was McMahon who had back-to-back game-winning home runs against the Dodgers 

last weekend, including a three-run, walk-off shot in the 3-2 victory on Saturday. 

During the 41-game stretch, Charlie Blackmon had delivered the most game-winning RBI (four), but 14 different 

position players have had at least one game-winning RBI in the 27 wins, including seven who have had two. 

DELIVERING IN THE CLUTCH 

Player GA RBI GW RBI PA Avg. HR 
Nolan Arenado 6 2 167 .311 12 

Carlos Gonzalez 6 2 154 .305 7 

Trevor Story 6 2 161 .340 9 

Charlie Blackmon 5 4 174 .263 8 

Ian Desmond 3 0 155 .259 3 

Chris Iannetta 3 2 83 .192 3 

DJ LeMahieu 3 1 135 .272 2 

David Dahl 2 1 35 .258 2 

Ryan McMahon 2 2 49 .293 2 

Tom Murphy 2 2 49 .149 2 

Raimel Tapia 2 2 20 .222 1 

Pat Valaika 2 2 42 .211 2 

Noel Cuevas 1 1 34 .188 1 

Garrett Hampson 1 1 25 .286 0 

Gerardo Parra 1 1 124 .243 0 
 


	Desmond, Blackmon triple Rockies to victory
	Who's leading the crowded NL MVP Award race?
	Dunn tosses simulated game on path to return
	Rockies’ offense earns tacos for the first time in 25 tries; Kyle Freeland deals again in win over Braves
	Colorado scored more than six runs in a game for the first time since July 20 with an array of timely hits at SunTrust Park

	Rockies Insider: Colorado’s baserunning must improve as team makes repeat playoff push
	The Rockies have run into an MLB-worst 16 outs at third, and rank marginally in other baserunning metrics

	Now healthy again and consistently in the Rockies’ lineup, young outfielder David Dahl is doing damage
	“David’s maturing to a point where he’s starting to understand where he is in his career,” manager Bud Black said.

	Rockies reinstate reliever Scott Oberg from paternity leave, option Harrison Musgrave to Triple-A
	Oberg is 7-0 with a 3.12 ERA in 34-plus innings out of the bullpen this season; Musgrave had a 5.08 ERA in 33-plus innings

	Desmond, Freeland pace Rockies' easy win over Braves
	Real or Not? Rockies games are must-see television
	Desmond drives in five, Rockies pummel Braves
	FINAL STATS:
	WHAT’S NEXT:
	GETTING THEMSELVES BACK IN THE RACE
	WINNING AGAINST THE WINNERS
	PITCHING IN TO WIN
	STARTERS PROVIDING FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS
	A HIT WITHOUT HITTING
	DELIVERING IN THE CLUTCH


