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White Sox mark 10th year of ACE program 
By Phil Rogers / MLB.com | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- It's beautiful when dreams are fulfilled, when opportunities are extended. 
 
Jamarion Loston was beaming from the purest of joys on Tuesday night in the Conference and Learning Center at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
When Loston was a sophomore at Morgan Park High School, on the far south side of Chicago, he went on Twitter to 
express his outlook for the future. 
 
"Baseball (is) my only way out," he wrote on Dec. 17, 2015. 
 
Loston has been a standout shortstop at Morgan Park and in the White Sox Amateur City Elite (ACE) program, and he'll 
enter his senior year knowing he's headed to Indian Hills Community College, in the corn belt of Iowa, to continue his 
growth as a baseball player. That's a long way from his hometown but a good place to launch a career. 
 
"I don't know where to start," Loston said when asked to talk about the ACE program. "I'm trying not to break down. I got 
in this program when I was 12 years old. I want to thank everybody in this room for putting me in the position I am today. 
Without you guys, it wouldn't even be possible." 
 
Loston and Morgan Park teammates Robert Bluntson and Myles Norman are among the 20 members of the ACE program 
who have received scholarship commitments, with players landing spots at Duke, TCU, Michigan, Minnesota and Purdue. 
 
Had Loston broken down when speaking at the annual Signing Day ceremony, he would have had lots of company. 
Parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles, all had tears in their eyes during the event, as they do every year. 
Christine O'Reilly-Riordan, the head of White Sox Charities, has needed a tissue or two at this event through the years to 
wipe away tears of her own. 
 
"There's no question this is the most special night of the year," O'Reilly-Riordan said. 
This is the 10th year of the program, envisioned by scout Nathan Durst and enthusiastically supported by Chairman Jerry 
Reinsdorf, and it continues to change lives and help families on the South Side, where opportunity can prove elusive for 
many. 
 
The White Sox use baseball as a bridge to education for motivated youth players. 



 
The 11-month-a-year program has helped 168 Chicagoans receive scholarships, including 21 who have been drafted by 
Major League teams. Past participants include Brewers outfield prospect Corey Ray, the fifth player taken in the 2016 
Draft; and Ro Coleman, the 5-foot-5 center fielder on Vanderbilt's championship team. 
 
Durst has long scouted the Midwest for the White Sox, with Mark Buehrle among those on a long list of his successful 
recommendations. Durst often thinks about Elliott Armstrong, a toolsy outfielder from Harlan High who was drafted by the 
Braves in the 39th round of the 2007 Draft. 
 
It was in scouting Armstrong that it became clear to Durst that talented high school players were not being seen by 
college coaches. That was the seed that has turned into such a blessing for so many players and families over the last 
decade. 
 
"These guys weren't getting enough exposure," Durst said. "They weren't able to fully have their tools seen. Major League 
scouts were [attending Public League games], but college coaches weren't." 
 
That wasn't so long ago, but thanks to the success of such initiatives as the ACE program, those seem like the dark days 
of Chicago baseball. 
 
Alek Thomas, the son of White Sox director of conditioning Allen Thomas, seems likely to join the ranks of ACE's most 
visible alums. He's a three-sport star at Mount Carmel High and has a shot to play baseball and football at TCU. He could 
also wind up a first-round pick in the Draft next June. 
 
Jordon Rogers, a catcher from Simeon Career Academy headed for Michigan, and Kyle Salley, a left-hander/outfielder for 
Homewood-Flossmoor High with a commitment to Duke, are also among the most highly regarded members of ACE's 
current signing class. 
 
They'd love nothing better than to end their college careers playing against such players as Loston, who will begin at the 
junior college level. 
 
"This is one of the closest groups we've had," said Robert Fletcher, a longtime ACE coach. "These guys really pull for 
each other. They really do see each other as brothers. That's nice. 
 
It's going to be fun to see where these guys go from here. The White Sox have given them a running start."

 
Former Sox outfielder Rivera passes away 
'Jungle Jim' played for 1959 American League pennant winner 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- Jim Rivera, an outfielder on the White Sox 1959 American League pennant-winning squad, passed away 
Monday night at the age of 96 in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
 
"Jungle Jim" played for the White Sox from 1952-61, hitting .257 with 134 doubles, 50 triples, 77 home runs, 382 RBIs 
and 146 stolen bases over 1,010 games. 
 
Rivera appeared in all five games of the 1959 World Series vs. the Dodgers, including three starts in right field. He also 
played for the St. Louis Browns in '52 and the Kansas City Athletics in '61. Rivera led the AL in triples (16) in 1953 and 
stolen bases in 1955 (25). 
 
His best season was in 1953, when Rivera hit .259 with 11 homers, 78 RBIs, 26 doubles, 16 triples and 22 steals. Rivera 
finished with 523 career strikeouts against 365 walks over 4,008 career plate appearances. 
 
"Sadly, yet another former White Sox star from our 1959 American League pennant-winning team has passed away, as 
Jim Rivera joined many of his teammates last night," the White Sox said in a statement released Tuesday. "Jim was a key 
member of the Go-Go White Sox teams of the 1950s, teaming with fellow outfielders Minnie Minoso, Jim Landis and 
others. 
 
"It was amazing to see the friendship and camaraderie among those men whenever they gathered together at a Sox 
game, even if it was decades after they last played together. We imagine they are having quite a clubhouse meeting 
today. We extend our condolences to Nancy Rivera and the entire Rivera family on his passing."

 
White Sox host ACE signing-day program 



Tuesday's turnout reflects Amateur City Elite's growing success 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
That underlying theme ran throughout the White Sox Amateur City Elite's annual signing-day program Tuesday night at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. There were 20 players eligible in ACE's 2018 class, and all 20 signed letters of intent to play 
baseball at the collegiate level on this same day. 
 
"Today was extra special," said Nathan Durst, the White Sox national crosschecker and one of the co-founders of ACE 10 
years ago. 
 
"Usually there are players that we get a little bit later, after the signing date," Durst added. "But to have everyone with a 
home for college on the national signing date was special for us." 
 
Tuesday's 20 marked ACE's biggest class of commitments since the program's inception. This group raised the total 
number of student-athletes who will go on to higher education institutions to 168, per the White Sox. More than 70 ACE 
student-athletes have committed to compete at the Division I level, while 21 alumni have been selected in the MLB Draft. 
As has become the tradition, each player was introduced Tuesday, then took his seat on the two-tier dais at the front of 
the Conference and Learning Center. Before they all signed their respective letters of intent, each player announced his 
name, school of choice and what the ACE program has meant to him. 
 
Some were a little nervous. Others were emotional. They all thanked their parents, their coaches among the 14 on the 
ACE staff and talked about the brotherhood formed with other players. 
 
"Yeah, all these dudes are my friends," said Alek Thomas, a student at Chicago's Mount Carmel High School who will be 
going to Texas Christian University. "We've bonded over the past four or five years. Just a perfect fit for me to be around 
these guys and to be around the ACE program. It really helped us." 
 
"Since I got over here back in '14, I've learned a lot about it," said White Sox hitting coach Todd Steverson, who also 
spoke at Tuesday's ceremony. "A lot of our inner-city kids and people around the area have been given the opportunity to 
showcase themselves and have a shot at really getting seen by a lot of colleges that they may not have had in any other 
sector or any other venue." 
 
Thomas, who is the son of White Sox director of conditioning Allen Thomas, was named the 2016-17 Gatorade Illinois 
Baseball Player of the Year. With that award, Alek received a $1,000 grant from the Gatorade "Play it Forward" program. 
This grant money was then donated by Thomas to ACE, despite Thomas participating this past summer in numerous 
national showcases and not playing full-time with ACE. 
 
"There's always room for improvement," Durst said. "If the player's ability dictates that he's a [Division II] player, hopefully 
we have the development ability within our program to get him to a Division I school. There's always room for 
improvement, especially on our side as far as our evaluations, our development and more importantly, really stressing to 
when we get the players in at [12 years and under], education." 
 
White Sox ACE commitments 
Samson Barboza, Olivet Nazarene Univ. 
Robert Bluntson, Paine College 
Jeremiah Canada, Westmont College 
Christian Carr, Harper College 
De'Shawnte Carraway, Harper College 
Joshua Coe, Wisconsin Lutheran College 
Julian Everett, Lewis University 
Maurey Garrett, Heartland Community College 
Jaylen Heard, Heartland Community College 
Jamarion Loston, Indian Hills Community College 
Jeff Massey, Univ. of Minnesota 
Diego Munoz, Western Illinois Univ. 
Myles Norman, Indian Hills Community College 
Daniel Rodriguez, Harper College 
Jordon Rogers, Univ. of Michigan 
Tylon Ross, Purdue University 
Kyle Salley, Duke University 
Brandon Simon, Univ. of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
Alex Thomas, Texas Christian Univ. 



Mark Williams, Lindenwood Univ.

 
After flurry of moves, Sox expect quieter winter 
Chicago ready to advance rebuild to development stage 

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
There's not much offseason certainty yet for Rick Hahn, even as the GM Meetings move toward a close in Orlando, Fla. 
 
But the White Sox general manager knows one fact to be true. 
 
"The next 10 months will be a lot quieter than the last 10 months," Hahn told reporters Tuesday. "That's an easy bet." 
 
Year 1 of the White Sox rebuild centered more on talent procurement, a process Hahn and his staff seemed to excel at, 
beginning with Chris Sale's trade to Boston during last year's Winter Meetings. While Year 2 focuses on development of 
the young, talented players, the White Sox still figure to make some moves via trade or free agency. 
 
Work done at the GM Meetings have laid the initial outline. 
 
"We've had a lot of conversations about a handful of guys," Hahn said. "People know where we're at. We've been in this 
situation for over a year. People understand our approach and that we are open to different ideas. 
 
"Ultimately, I suspect, from sheer volume, a far quieter winter for us then it was [last year]. We will have to see if the right 
opportunities present themselves in the coming weeks and months." 
 
No news is expected for Rodon 
 
Pitcher Carlos Rodon currently is going through the healing process after arthroscopic surgery on his left shoulder at the 
close of September, which was expected to sideline him for 6-8 months. Aside from that update, there's not much more 
for Hahn to say about his southpaw starter. 
 
"We really won't know sort of where in that window he's ultimately going to fall until we get to Spring Training and he 
throws off the mound and ramps up for the season," Hahn said. "Until then, it's just speculative. 
 
"Everything is going on track. But at this point, the hardest part he has to do is sit and allow his body to heal. The biggest 
challenge of that is being stir-crazy." 
 
Rodon, 24, made only 12 starts in '17 and didn't pitch after Sept. 2. Hahn also said during his season-ending press 
conference there would be no updates on Rodon until the left-hander threw off the mound.

 
Ex-Cubs prospect Eloy Jimenez is speeding up the timetable on White Sox 
By Patrick Mooney / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — The White Sox are beginning to understand what the Cubs already knew about Eloy Jimenez, a young 
right-handed power hitter who drew comparisons to Kris Bryant, Miguel Cabrera and Edgar Martinez. 
 
No pressure. But Jimenez reported to big-league camp with the defending World Series champs and thought he could 
leave Arizona with a spot on the Opening Day roster, a sign of his confidence, natural talent and sense of belonging. 
 
Jimenez started 2017 with advanced Class-A Myrtle Beach, but he still wound up saving their season by showing enough 
potential that the Cubs could make him the headliner in the blockbuster Jose Quintana trade with the White Sox during 
the All-Star break. 
 
Now one of the most interesting pieces to the White Sox rebuild is in the Dominican Winter League, roughly 1,000 miles 
away from the general manager meetings at the Waldorf Astoria Orlando, representing one of the game’s strongest farm 
systems. 
 
“The biggest lockbox whenever you make an acquisition,” White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said Tuesday, “is what 
you’re getting from a makeup standpoint. Scouts do a tremendous job digging and getting as much background 
information as they can. 
 



“But until you actually have him on campus and see how he works and goes about his business day in and day out, you 
don’t really know. We had positive reports, (but) I don’t think we fully appreciated the magnetic element of Eloy’s 
personality and how well he plays in the clubhouse and how diligent he is about his work.” 
 
Hahn has seen the video of Jimenez with Gigantes del Cibao, where he’s hitting .365 with four homers, two triples, five 
doubles and 20 RBIs through 17 games. That is building off his first Double-A exposure in August and September, when 
Jimenez put up a .956 OPS in 73 plate appearances. 
 
“Eloy might be forcing our timetable a little bit,” Hahn said. “You obviously have a young kid who’s 21 years old and has 
only been above A-ball for about 20 games. But in a short period of time in Birmingham, he made that ballpark look small. 
 
“He’s obviously had a wonderful stay so far in winter ball. We’ll see him in big-league camp. I’m sure he’s going to 
continue to open eyes and impress not just with what the performance is on the field, but his work ethic and how he goes 
about his business, which has been equally as impressive since we got him.” 
 
All this means Jimenez could be coming to the South Side sooner rather than later, right when the Cubs-Sox rivalry 
should be heating up again and Chicago baseball fans will be expecting October baseball at two different Red Line stops. 
 
“It’s reasonable to have a development plan that has him in Double-A for the entire year next year,” Hahn said. “And if he 
does well, that’s a very fine year and age appropriate. That said ... the good ones have a way of sort of forcing your hand 
on it. 
 
“What we’ve seen from Eloy in this short period of time that we’ve had him already, he may be forcing our hand a little bit.”

 
Former White Sox outfielder Jim Rivera dies at 96 
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
Jim Rivera, an outfielder who played a key role in the White Sox’s 1959 American League pennant-winning team, died 
Monday night in Fort Wayne, Ind. He was 96. 
 
Over 10 major-league seasons spanning from 1952-1961, Rivera played for the St. Louis Browns, White Sox and Kansas 
City Athletics. The bulk of his career was spent with the Sox for whom he hit .257 with 77 home runs, 382 RBIs and 146 
stolen bases in 1,010 games. 
 
The left-handed-hitting outfielder with the nickname “Jungle Jim” led the A.L. in triples in 1953 with 16 and in stolen bases 
in 1955 with 25 for the Sox. Rivera appeared in five of the six games of the 1959 World Series as the Sox fell to the 
Dodgers. 
 
Rivera is the second member of the ’59 Sox team to die in the last five weeks as Jim Landis passed away Oct. 7 at 83. 
 
“Sadly, yet another former White Sox star from our 1959 American League pennant-winning team has passed away as 
Jim Rivera joined many of his teammates (Monday) night,” the Sox said in a statement. “Jim was a key member of the 
Go-Go White Sox teams of the 1950s, teaming with fellow outfielders Minnie Minoso, Jim Landis and others. It was 
amazing to see the friendship and camaraderie among those men whenever they gathered together at a Sox game, even 
if it was decades after they last played together. We imagine they are having quite a clubhouse meeting today. We extend 
our condolences to Nancy Rivera and the entire Rivera family at his passing.”

 
GM Rick Hahn puts his White Sox legacy on the line with rebuild 
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
Rick Hahn has been a popular man during the general managers meetings with his peers seeking him out to provide 
plenty of pats on the back and congratulations on a job well done thus far in rebuilding the White Sox. 
 
“People have been very complimentary — it feels good,” Hahn said during the annual meetings that will wrap up 
Wednesday. “I’m hearing a lot of, ‘brighter days are ahead for you guys,’ ‘stay the course’ and ‘you guys are well on your 
way.’ Those are the things I’ll try to remember as I keep preaching patience.” 
 
In the past year, Hahn managed to find takers for most of the team’s tradable assets and the Sox’s top prospects list 
provides compelling evidence that things are headed in the right direction. That is all well and good, but there remains 
plenty of work ahead as construction continues on the foundation of the Sox’s grand plan. The complete structure, with 
plenty of amenities planned, likely won’t be completed until around 2020 when the Sox’s window of contention is expected 
to be wide open. 



 
It is around that time that it will be determined if Hahn was the right man for the job of tearing the Sox down to the studs 
and rebuilding. By all accounts, he has been on point in the early stages with the acquisition of talented prospects Yoan 
Moncada, Lucas Giolito, Eloy Jimenez, Reynaldo Lopez and Michael Kopech, among others. 
 
“From a distance, I’ve seen some of the prospects that he got back and I think they have a good process over there,” said 
Nationals GM Mike Rizzo, who helped in the process when he sent pitchers Giolito, Lopez and Dane Dunning to the Sox 
in exchange for outfielder Adam Eaton in a Dec. 7 trade. “They have a plan and a blueprint and … Rick is a really capable 
guy to lead the rebuild.” 
 
Cubs GM Jed Hoyer knows a thing or two about rebuilding a team and says Hahn “is off to a really good start with that.” 
 
“He has done a great job with this process,” Hoyer added. “They have acquired a ton of talent, some from us (most 
notably Jimenez), mostly from other teams. There are different challenges along the way when you’re rebuilding to 
transition to get those guys to the big leagues to eventually winning. Certainly, (with) the beginning part of the process, the 
talent accumulation part, they have done a really good job.” 
 
Hahn joined the organization’s front office in 2000 and was instrumental in helping the Sox win the World Series in ’05. 
Since being promoted to general manager in ’12, he has been tasked with compiling a winning roster. Having failed to do 
that in recent seasons, Hahn is now the face of the rebuild and it ultimately will decide his legacy with the team. 
 
That’s some challenge, huh? 
 
“The fact is all 30 general managers are charged with the mission of winning the World Series and 29 of us fail every year. 
We all feel that level of disappointment, or even failure, when that doesn’t happen for us,” Hahn said. “Only one of us gets 
to feel they have accomplished their mission for that given season. I don’t think it varies internally for any individual GM 
based on what path they’re using to get to that ultimate Promised Land if they fail to make it there. 
 
“I absolutely embrace it,” Hahn added. “It’s important for any of us who are talking about where this club is to be as 
transparent as we possibly can be so people understand what we’re doing. They may disagree with it (but) for the most 
part it has been pretty well embraced. As long as we are clear about what our expectation is, what our process is, where 
we feel we are in the process and how we plan to go about getting to where we all want us to be, we are all comfortable 
being held accountable.” 
 
Rest assured, if the Sox don’t come out of their rebuild with at least a chance to contend by 2020 or so, it will be Hahn 
who will be held the most accountable and GM meetings of the future will feature a lot fewer pats on the back and even 
fewer congratulations.

 
‘Jungle Jim’ Rivera, member of 1959 ‘Go-Go White Sox,’ dies at 96 
Jim Rivera, a member of the White Sox’ 1959 team that lost to the Dodgers in the World Series, died Monday in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. He was 96. 
By Chicago Sun-Times Staff | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
‘‘Jungle Jim’’ Rivera, an outfielder on the White Sox’ 1959 team that lost to the Dodgers in the World Series, died Monday 
in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He was 96. 
 
Rivera played for the Sox from 1952 to 1961, batting .257 with 77 home runs, 382 RBI and 146 stolen bases in 1,010 
games with them. 
 
‘‘Jim was a key member of the ‘Go-Go White Sox’ teams of the 1950s, teaming with fellow outfielders Minnie Minoso, Jim 
Landis and others,’’ the White Sox said in a statement. ‘‘It was amazing to see the friendship and camaraderie among 
those men whenever they gathered together at a Sox game, even if it was decades after they last played together. We 
imagine they are having quite a clubhouse meeting today.’’ 
 
In this May 6, 1953 photo, Manuel "Jungle Jim" Rivera, of the White Sox 1953, poses in a batting stance. | AP photo 
Rivera got the nickname ‘‘Jungle Jim’’ from Sun-Times sportswriter Edgar Munzel for the way he swung his arms back 
and forth while leading off while on base. 
 
‘‘I was head-firsting way before Pete Rose,’’ Rivera said. ‘‘Baseball was nothing but fun for me.’’ 
 
After retiring, he owned and operated the Captain’s Cabin Restaurant in Angola, Indiana, for 23 years. 
 



‘‘Thank God I was able to play baseball,’’ Rivera told the Sun-Times in 2002. ‘‘Without it, I wouldn’t have been anything. I 
wouldn’t have even met [wife] Nancy. I first saw her in my restaurant and said, ‘There she is! That’s the one for me.’ I had 
to chase her for a year, but it was worth it. She’s the greatest.’’

 
Eloy ‘Big Papi’ Jimenez? Let debate begin over who won Quintana trade 
Is Jimenez’s slugging potential and personality big enough to suggest a David Ortiz-like impact? ‘‘It’s possible,’’ Sox GM 
Rick Hahn said. 
By Gordon Wittenmyer / Chicago Sun-Times | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — No one on either side of town is claiming victory four months after the trade in which the White Sox 
sent coveted starter Jose Quintana to the Cubs for four minor-leaguers, including the Cubs’ two top prospects. 
 
But if the sentiments from the teams — especially the Sox — continue at this rate, the debate could rage for years. 
 
At one point Tuesday, Sox general manager Rick Hahn was so enthused about the first impressions of slugging prospect 
Eloy Jimenez that he entertained a question comparing his personality/performance potential to that of David Ortiz, who 
helped lead the Red Sox to three World Series championships in a 10-year span. 
 
‘‘That’s possible,’’ Hahn said. ‘‘I don’t like putting too big a name on guys. Let’s let him be the first Eloy Jimenez instead of 
the next David Ortiz. That said, if he can match him from a ring standpoint, that’d be a nice standard to emulate going 
forward.’’ 
 
Jimenez, 21, is ranked among the top five prospects in baseball and might have a chance to debut with the Sox in 2018. 
 
‘‘Eloy, from a personality standpoint, work-ethic standpoint, intelligence standpoint, has surpassed what we had seen on 
paper from what our scouts were able to put together on his background when we acquired him,’’ Hahn said. 
 
Hahn said he also has been impressed with 100-mph right-hander Dylan Cease, who has an even better breaking ball 
and is in the Sox’ plans for a future role in the championship rotation they envision. 
 
‘‘Eloy and Dylan were essential to [closing the deal],’’ Hahn said. 
 
The Cubs think they gave up a lot to get the kind of pitcher who figures to be a key part of their rotation. Quintana is the 
sixth-ranked starter in the majors the last three seasons in wins above replacement and is under contract control for the 
next three. 
 
‘‘We don’t make the playoffs last [season] without Quintana,’’ Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer said. ‘‘So he was a big 
factor for us, and he’s going to be a big factor for us going forward. 
 
‘‘Pitching is expensive, that’s the bottom line. But we’re thrilled with what Quintana brings to us, both as a person and as a 
pitcher and contractually.’’

 
Former White Sox outfielder 'Jungle' Jim Rivera dies at 96 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
Outfielder Jim Rivera, a key member of the Chicago White Sox's 1959 American League pennant winning team, died 
Monday night in Fort Wayne, Ind. He was 96. 
 
"Jungle" Jim played for the Sox from 1952-61, batting .257 with 134 doubles, 50 triples, 77 home runs, 382 RBI and 146 
stolen bases in 1,010 games. 
 
In 1953, Rivera led the American League with 16 triples. He led the AL with 25 stolen bases in 1955. 
 
Rivera appeared in all five games of the 1959 World Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers, going 0-for-11 with 3 walks. 
 
Before the 1952 season, the White Sox traded Rivera to the St. Louis Browns. He was traded back to the Sox in July of 
1952. 
 
"Jim was a key member of the Go-Go White Sox teams of the 1950s, teaming with fellow outfielders Minnie Minoso, Jim 
Landis and others," the Sox said in a statement. "It was amazing to see the friendship and camaraderie among those men 
whenever they gathered together at a Sox game, even if it was decades after they last played together. We imagine they 
are having quite a clubhouse meeting today. We extend our condolences to Nancy Rivera and the entire Rivera family at 



his passing."

 
Eloy Jimenez is going to force the issue and the White Sox know it 
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — Engel Beltre, Julio Borbon and old friend Moises Sierra are among the players stinging the ball at 
Dominican Winter League right now. It's not exactly where you look for close translations to major league competition. 
 
Nevertheless, Eloy Jimenez is conquering it. In between a leg injury and a bout of stomach flu, he's still managed to lead 
the league in batting average (.365), total OPS (1.113, over 160 points higher than the second-place guy), and home runs 
(four in just 17 games). It's not the most meaningful conquest — White Sox general manager Rick Hahn admits most of 
the Dominican League action he's seen has been via clips on Twitter — but it's getting to be a long list of leagues that 
Jimenez has seemingly effortlessly flattened, including a dominant 18-game introduction (.353/.397/.559) to the Southern 
League (Double-A) last August. He hasn't faced the highest competition yet, but he's been an order of magnitude better 
than every level he's played at since joining the Sox, and it's enough that Hahn was playing some defense in Orlando 
about the timeline of his best hitting prospect. 
 
“For a 21-year-old who has less than a month above A-ball, it's reasonable to have a development plan that has him in 
Double-A for the entire year next year and if he does well, that's a very fine year and that's age-appropriate,” Hahn said at 
the GM meetings, in a vain attempt to rein in the enthusiasm. “That said, as you've heard me say too many times, the 
good ones have a way of forcing your hand on it, and what we've seen from Eloy in this short period of time already is he 
may be forcing our hand a little bit.” 
 
Perhaps a bolder — or more desperate — previous version of the White Sox, a team that was still trying to push together 
a potent lineup to support of a pair of All-Star-caliber lefties at the top of their rotation, might heed the enthusiastic advice 
of the most over-the-moon scouts, coaches and prospects and give Jimenez a real shot at becoming a major league 
regular early in the 2018 season. They could certainly argue that he looks ready to contribute, and Sox hitting coaches will 
likely be doing that after they get a long look at Jimenez during the January hitters minicamp in Arizona. 
 
There's a natural level of swing-and-miss in Jimenez's game, as is the case with any power hitter. Like Jose Abreu, he 
has an aggressive approach in which he likes to swing, and it's no secret, even within a solid understanding of the strike 
zone, but he hasn't found a level where pitchers could regularly exploit it within the last two years, and maybe he won't 
find one until he makes it to Chicago. 
 
He's just too big to be much more than an average right fielder and there's concern about how much speed he'll lose as 
he ages, but that's not exactly a great argument for keeping Jimenez in the minors. He came into Cubs camp dead set on 
the idea that he could break camp with the major league team, and given the Arizona air and the low-quality pitching, will 
probably waylay Cactus League competition enough to have the same expectation next February. 
 
“I believe it. He's certainly going into camp with the expectation that he's going to make our team too,” Hahn said. “Which 
is great, frankly we want all guys in camp to go about their business as if they're making the team even though in reality 
the vast majority of them aren't. Eloy, from a personality standpoint, work ethic standpoint, an intelligence standpoint, has 
really surpassed what we had seen on paper from our scouts and what we were able to put together on his background 
before we acquired the player.” 
 
There's a service time issue to consider. Pretty much no sane general manager would have any top prospect break camp 
with the team at this point, not even the more-advanced Michael Kopech. While Hahn sounds more like he's trying to 
ground expectations than like he actually believes Jimenez will need to spend all year in Double-A, the Sox could easily 
migrate him between Birmingham and Charlotte in 2018 and begin what will be just shy of seven seasons of Jimenez in 
the early going of 2019. But the Sox also at times last year stressed the necessity of giving players deserved rewards for 
their progress and development, and Hahn downplayed the service time factor — also as almost any sane general 
manager is wont to do — with Jimenez. 
 
“You can paralyze yourself a little bit if you get too hung up on it, arbitration eligibility, free agency and all that,” Hahn said. 
“Obviously we're aware of it and need to be. We're not doing our job if we're not at least aware of the implications of a 
roster move. For Eloy with a month above A-ball, I don't see him breaking with this club. 2018, as I've said, repeatedly, 
him spending the full year in Double-A would be a fine development year. My guess is he winds up forcing the issue a 
little bit at some point.” 
 
Service time is going to have to play a little bit of a factor if Jimenez is going to spend a lot of time in the minors next 
season, because if it's about his talent and ability, holding him back from the Opening Day roster is almost all Hahn is 



going to be able to guarantee.

 
Do Ricks still dig the long ball? Hahn wants all kinds of hitters in White Sox rebuild 
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — Maybe you noticed some tweets about how 2017 was baseball's biggest home run season ever.  
 
Or perhaps you tuned into a seven-game World Series that had 25 home runs. 
 
But did you know that Jose Abreu’s 33-home runs were just the 21s most in all of baseball?  
 
As someone who is currently in the process of assembling a would-be future juggernaut, the home run surge seems like it 
would be relevant to White Sox general manager Rick Hahn’s interest. 
 
At the GM meetings on Tuesday, he was willing to entertain the question of whether the home run boom is cheapening 
the worth of sluggers on the trade and free agent market. 
 
“Scarcity is always something that influences market value,” Hahn said. “If there’s a lot of home runs in the game right 
now and it’s become more and more prevalent, then a guy who hits 20 might be valued a little bit less than 15-20 years 
ago because it’s less special. It does influence evaluation from that standpoint.” 
 
It’s also less valuable because it’s less useful if there are negative trade-offs. Enduring poor left field defense and on-base 
rates from Dayan Viciedo in exchange for 25-home run power reached a point of being unsustainable for the White Sox 
three years ago, but it would be even more untenable now.  
 
So what does that mean for 2017 White Sox draft picks Jake Burger and Gavin Sheets, two power hitters pushing their 
way to the majors? 
 
“We’re very cognizant of how the game’s been played over the last few years and how it projects to be played over the 
next several,” Hahn said. “Building a roster that’s flexible enough and well-rounded enough to respond to that is 
important.” 
 
There is time to think about the future. Will this home run surge continue or recede? 
 
Just back in 2014, the average league slugging percentage was .386; forty points lower than it was in 2017, with roughly 
2,000 fewer home runs hit league-wide. The offensive environment changes quickly, no matter whether the factor is the 
ball, a new fly ball focus in swing paths, or other. 
 
We can speculate what will be the next wave for offensive efficiency — the next team that leverages speed and base 
stealing effectively will be the only of its kind — Hahn sees the solution in trying to build a robust system that is well-
rounded enough to have a supply of whatever tools — speed, power, contact, etc. — becomes en vogue next, since the 
adjustments to the power wave are already visible. 
 
“It’s nice to have to have a diverse set of skills not only on your big league roster but also in your minor league system so 
that you can respond to changes,” Hahn said. “You’ve seen the benefit the last couple of postseasons of having pitchers 
with plus-plus curveballs, that’s something that’s becoming used to counteract certain performances in certain situations 
and having that in your repertoire in a manager’s toolbox so to speak, had a lot of value. You’re looking for as much well-
rounded talent as you possibly can have, both at the big league level but also reinforcements at the minor league level.” 
 
White Sox pitching instruction is typically characterized as old school, with tons of emphasis on sinkers and cutters, but 
it’s worth mentioning their staff threw the fourth-most curveballs in baseball last season. They added curveball artists 
Lucas Giolito and Reynaldo Lopez to their roster and traded for Dylan Cease’s brutal hammer curve. 
 
This past season wasn’t the greatest year to asses how White Sox team building will respond to league trends, but the 
pitching approach didn’t stand athwart the new wave, and Hahn is aware their positional talent can’t either, even if it 
means being ready for a world where a speedy Luis Basabe is more valuable than a powerful Micker Adolfo, or drafting 
Burger and Sheets on the notion that power will never stop being essential, or emptying the piggy bank for Luis Robert. 
Because the only real source of stability are a group of guys who can do it all.

 
Levine: Cubs, White Sox Intrigued By Shohei Otani, As Is Everyone 
By Bruce Levine / CBS Chicago | Nov. 14, 2017  
 



ORLANDO, Fla. (CBS) — The next Babe Ruth. 
 
That’s what Japanese pitcher/outfielder Shohei Otani is being touted as while he waits to become a free agent and sign 
with an MLB team. Otani has been the talk of the GM Meetings as the baseball world has gathered together, and with 
good reason. 
 
As a pitcher, he can hit 100 miles per hour and had a 1.86 ERA and 11.2 strikeouts per nine innings for the Nippon-Ham 
Fights of the Pacific League in 2016, the last season in which he was fully healthy. He also also batted .322 with 22 
homers and 67 RBIs in 104 games that season and boasts a lifetime .859. 
 
Needless to say, every MLB team would love to have the 23-year-old Otani, including the Cubs and White Sox. 
 
“You can bet that all the clubs in baseball have interest on this player,” an MLB owner said. “They will all be putting their  
best foot forward to sign this unique talent. The price to sign him will not be the deciding thing for this guy. You will have to 
sell him on your city and organization because he can get basically the same money from any team.” 
 
Otani will be posted for $20 million, which means that’s the fee the Nippon-Ham Fighters will receive from the MLB team 
that Otani agrees to sign with. Otani’s initial salary will be a different story. Because’s he’s not yet 25 years old, he must 
abide by international signing rules, and the maximum a team can pay him is about $3.5 million out of their international 
signing bonus pool. If Otani had waited until he was 25, he would’ve been a typical unrestricted free agent and received 
upward of a $200-million contract. 
 
The Cubs and White Sox are among the teams capped at offering $300,000 to Otani. That’s because they previously 
exceeded their signing bonus pool under MLB’s old collective bargaining agreement. 
 
Because such a premium talent is available for such a small salary by industry standards, MLB teams have been warned 
they can’t promise extra salary or compensation by others means down the line. If they do, the punishment could range 
from a stiff fine to the possible loss of Otani’s rights for the future. 
 
Otani’s dual-positioning talents make him intriguing. It’s expected that his representation will make it known that he wants 
to start once a week as a pitcher and be used on a semi-regular basis in the outfield the rest of the time. 
 
It may be difficult for some teams to accede to Otani’s wishes. MLB pitchers put in an incredible amount of preparation in 
advance of each start, from studying film to bullpens to conditioning work. How would being a part-time position player fit 
into that? It’s still hard to say. 
 
Otani fits the framework of what the Cubs and White Sox are looking for, but like other teams, they can’t discuss anything 
with him directly yet because he hasn’t officially been granted free-agent status yet. 
 
Cubs executives Theo Epstein and Jed Hoyer have signed a high-profile pitcher out of Japan before when they brought 
Daisuke Matsuzaka to Boston ahead of the 2007 season. He won 33 games combined in his first two seasons before his 
big league career took a downturn. 
 
Otani represents the controllable young starting pitching the Cubs are seeking as they contend for championships. 
 
“As far as this goes, I am not going to comment on him other than to say everyone has scouted him heavily and feels he 
is a terrific young talent,” Hoyer said. “I think we will abstain from commenting on him. We don’t talk about free agents, 
because we feel it’s a big advantage to hide your cards.” 
 
Japanese infielder Tadahito Iguchi was a major contributor to the White Sox’s championship team in 2005, and Japanese 
reliever Shingo Takatsu was a member of the team earlier in that season as well. 
 
More to the present, they’d be selling Otani on joining a crop of talented young players and prospects that they hope 
forms the core for championship contention farther down the line. They believe the 23-year-old Otani would fit that 
rebuilding timeline. 
 
“We certainly have had success in that market,” Hahn said of the White Sox scouting Japan. “Iguchi and Shingo were 
important players for us as we built up the last World Series championship. We were in on the (Masahiro) Tanaka free-
agent talks before he signed with the Yankees, and that has played out that way for the Yankees. It’s an avenue we 
certainly are going to continue to monitor. If there are potential pieces that can help facilitate our progress, we will be on 
it.”

 



'Jungle Jim' Rivera, who played for 'Go-Go' White Sox, dies at age 96 
By Associated Press | Nov. 14, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- "Jungle Jim" Rivera, an outfielder on the 1959 "Go-Go" Chicago White Sox pennant-winning team, has died. 
 
He was 96. The team says he died Monday night in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
 
The American League leader in triples in 1953 and steals two years later, "Jungle Jim" played for the White Sox from 
1952 to 1961. He was part of the 1959 team that -- led by Nellie Fox, Luis Aparicio and Early Wynn -- captured the 
franchise's first pennant since 1919. 
 
The White Sox lost the World Series to the Los Angeles Dodgers in six games. Rivera went 0-for-11, and Chicago did not 
win another pennant until 2005. 
 
Rivera batted .256 in a career that included short stints with the St. Louis Browns and Kansas City Athletics.

 
Who can become baseball's next superace? 
By David Schoenfield / ESPN.com | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
Through July 31, Chris Sale had a commanding lead in the American League Cy Young race over Corey Kluber: 
 
Sale: 13-4, 2.37 ERA, 148.1 IP, 103 H, 27 BB, 211 SO 
 
Kluber: 8-3, 2.90 ERA, 114.2 IP, 87 H, 27 BB, 161 SO 
 
Barring injury, Sale was in excellent position to win his first Cy Young Award. Instead, Kluber had one of the greatest 
stretch runs you’ll ever see, somewhat reminiscent of Jake Arrieta's in 2015. Over the final two months, Kluber went 10-1 
with a 1.42 ERA, striking out 104 in 89 innings with just nine walks while allowing more than two runs in a start just once. 
Sale, meanwhile, tired a bit, going 4-4 with a 4.09 ERA over the final two months and twice allowed seven runs in a game 
-- both times to Kluber’s Cleveland Indians. In Sale's final regular-season start, he allowed four home runs in a loss to the 
Blue Jays. 
 
Sale became the first American League pitcher since Pedro Martinez in 1999 to strike out 300 batters, but in the end, 
Kluber closed the gap in innings and strikeouts and comfortably led in ERA -- 2.25 to 2.90 -- and he’ll end up winning Cy 
Young honors for the second time. 
 
For Sale, it will be his sixth straight season receiving Cy Young votes -- he’ll have finished sixth, fifth, third, fourth, fifth and 
second -- making him one of the top pitchers to never win top honors. 
 
Here are the pitchers with the most Cy Young Award shares (award points won by the player divided by the maximum 
number of award points) without winning: 
 
Adam Wainwright: 1.97 
 
Curt Schilling: 1.85 
 
Dan Quisenberry: 1.49 
 
Nolan Ryan: 1.48 
 
Jimmy Key: 1.25 
 
Dave Stewart: 1.22 
 
Kevin Brown: 1.20 
 
Trevor Hoffman: 1.07 
 
Mariano Rivera: 1.04 
 
Chris Sale: 1.00 
 



Sale will climb on that list after this vote. If he finishes second on every ballot, that’s 120 points out of a maximum of 210, 
or 0.57 award shares, which would put him third behind Wainwright and Schilling. 
 
Anyway, the Cy Young announcements have me thinking of this: Who will be the game’s next superace? 
 
This is a short list. I think there are five guys currently in this category: Kluber, Sale, Clayton Kershaw, Max Scherzer and 
Justin Verlander (who has bounced back the past two seasons after a couple of down years). Stephen Strasburg, an NL 
finalist this season, is a consideration for this group as well, and maybe Zack Greinke, although he had a mediocre 2016 
sandwiched around two superb seasons. 
 
What’s interesting is that all those guys have been around a while now. Kluber was the late bloomer, with his breakout 
season coming in 2014 at age 28. Sale is actually the youngest in the group at 28, but he joined the White Sox rotation in 
2012. 
 
The next generation of superaces didn’t quite develop for various reasons. Jose Fernandez died. Gerrit Cole has flatlined 
as a good-not-dominant starter. Julio Urias’ career is in jeopardy after shoulder surgery. Dylan Bundy battled years of 
injuries before finally making it through a full season in the rotation in 2017. Matt Moore had Tommy John surgery and 
consistency issues. Tyler Glasnow may end up as a reliever. Archie Bradley ended up in the Arizona bullpen. Those guys 
were all top-10 overall prospects at some point since 2012. 
 
So who is the next Kluber or Sale? Here are 10 guys to consider: 
 
Luis Severino, New York Yankees: This is the obvious guy given he’ll finish third in the AL Cy Young voting this year. 
Severino’s breakout was just as important to the Yankees’ playoff push as Aaron Judge’s rookie campaign, and just as 
surprising, given Severino’s struggles in 2016. He pitches off his upper-90s fastball -- he was the hardest-throwing starter 
in the majors in 2017 -- but it was the improvement on his changeup that keyed his performance, giving him a third 
weapon against lefties (batters hit just .158 against his changeup) to go with his fastball and slider. 
 
Most impressively, Severino pitched 193 innings in his first full season in the rotation and showed no signs of fatigue with 
a 1.99 ERA over his final eight starts. He has the build to have that kind of durability. Look at him from behind and you 
realize how broad he is across his back, similar to Roger Clemens or Schilling. This is a strong kid. There are some 
concerns whether his delivery will bode well for his long-term health -- he throws off a stiff front leg, whipping his arm 
across his body -- but if he does stay healthy, he has a Cy Young Award in his future. 
 
Noah Syndergaard, New York Mets: It was a lost season for Syndergaard, who made five starts before going down with 
a lat tear (he returned to make two abbreviated appearances at the end of the season). He has said he learned a lesson 
from getting too muscular in his offseason workouts heading into 2017 and will scale back this winter. We know the 
upside: A 2.60 ERA over 183 innings in 2016 with a league-leading 2.29 FIP. In the 30 innings he did pitch this year, he 
fanned 34 and didn’t allow a home run. Aside from the raw stuff, his ability to limit home runs is a huge positive in this new 
era of home runs. 
 
Alex Reyes, St. Louis Cardinals: Reyes may have topped this list a year ago, when he entered spring training as Keith 
Law’s No. 10 overall prospect and No. 2 pitching prospect. Reyes had dominated in a late-season call-up in 2016 and was 
ready for the rotation, but Tommy John surgery in February wiped out his season. We’ll see if he still has that power 94-98 
fastball when he returns, which he mixes in with a plus changeup and hard curveball. 
 
Robbie Ray, Arizona Diamondbacks: Did Ray have a breakthrough? His ERA dropped from 4.90 to 2.89 as he led the 
NL in strikeouts per nine innings (12.11). His strikeout, walk and home run numbers, however, were identical to 2016 (one 
fewer home run in 12 fewer innings), so his FIP remained the same at 3.76 compared to 3.72. The difference was all in 
his batting average on balls in play (BABIP): .355 in 2016, .270 in 2017. Now, he wasn’t the same pitcher as 2016: He 
threw fewer fastballs and more curveballs while keeping his slider rate at 18 percent. His exit velocities allowed were 
basically the same. So, was he simply smarter and better in 2017, or maybe more fortunate? Probably a little of both, but 
there’s reason to believe he hasn’t hit his ceiling just yet. He’s one of the hardest-throwing lefty starters in the game, and if 
he can cut down on his walks -- 71 in 162 innings -- he can become a guy who consistently posts sub-3.00 ERAs. 
 
Luis Castillo, Cincinnati Reds: The Reds haven’t exactly been known for pitcher development in recent years as they 
allowed the most runs in the NL in 2017. Castillo may break that trend, posting a 3.12 ERA in 15 starts as a rookie with 98 
strikeouts in 89 1/3 innings. He’s a little older for a first-year starter -- he turns 25 in December -- and remarkably has 
already been traded four times in his career: from the Giants to the Marlins, the Marlins to the Padres, the Padres back to 
the Marlins (when Colin Rea showed up injured in Miami and Castillo was sent back to the Marlins), and then from the 
Marlins to the Reds for Dan Straily. That’s a strange list of transactions for a guy who averaged 97.7 mph with his fastball. 
He improved his changeup in 2017, and he can afford to add a little weight as he matures. The delivery isn’t picture-



perfect with the way his arm sort of sling-shots back after release, so like Severino, if you combine the velocity with the 
delivery, the injury concern may be higher than with others. 
 
Michael Kopech, Chicago White Sox: If there’s one minor leaguer I’d bet on, this would be the guy. The Red Sox 
drafted him 33rd overall in 2014, and he gained notoriety for reportedly hitting 105 mph in the minors in 2016 (as well as 
for a PED suspension in 2015 and breaking his hand in 2016 after an altercation with a teammate). He was part of the 
Sale trade, and he has everything you like in a pitching prospect: big-time velocity, good size and excellent numbers (172 
strikeouts in 134 innings between Double-A and Triple-A while holding batters to a .193 average). He needs to improve 
his command but should see the majors sometime in 2018. 
 
A.J. Puk, Oakland Athletics: Note that of the seven superaces or near-superaces we listed -- Kluber, Sale, Kershaw, 
Scherzer, Verlander, Strasburg and Greinke -- six were first-round picks. Kluber was the one sleeper in the group. Puk 
has the first-round pedigree, drafted sixth overall in 2016, and in his first full season in the minors, he reached Double-A 
while striking out 184 in 125 innings. 
 
Jose Berrios, Minnesota Twins: After getting hammered for an unsightly 8.02 ERA in 14 starts as a rookie in 2016, the 
Twins played it cautiously in 2017 and started Berrios in the minors. Upon his return, he pitched like the top prospect he 
was coming up through the system and went 14-8 with a 3.89 ERA. The stuff is absolutely electric at times, especially that 
wiffle ball-like curveball that batters hit .220/.254/.306 against. I like his willingness to go 96 up in the zone to change the 
eye level of the hitters. He needs to work on his changeup, as lefties hit .260/.357/.427 off him. 
 
Lance McCullers, Houston Astros: I think he’s a bit of a reach for this list given some injuries and his reliance on one 
pitch. Yes, that curveball is something from an alien universe, but he’ll need to develop a third pitch and improve his 
fastball command. Still, I love the arm and the swagger. 
 
James Paxton, Seattle Mariners: Paxton has spent part of five seasons in the majors, but his 136 innings in 2017 were 
a career high. He has had minor injuries throughout his career; in 2017, it was a forearm strain in May and a pectoral 
injury in August. He’s also 29 now, but he has proven he can pitch at a high level: Over his past 35 starts, he’s 16-8 with a 
3.05 ERA and 227 strikeouts in 203 2/3 innings, with just 14 home runs allowed. Now he just needs to do it over 30 starts 
in one calendar year. Maybe, like another former Mariners lefty, he’s a pitcher who peaks in his 30s.

 
 
 
 
 


