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Abreu, Avi anchor White Sox projected lineup 
Offseason addition of slugging catcher Castillo fills out potent middle of order 
By Scott Merkin/ MLB.com/ Jan. 8, 2018  
 
CHICAGO -- The White Sox offense for the 2018 season already has benefited from an opportunistic front office, and the 
team has yet to take the field. 
 
That opportunistic nature centers, in this case, on catcher Welington Castillo joining the White Sox via free agency at the 
start of December on a two-year, $15 million deal with an $8 million club option for 2020. The 30-year-old provides a 
steady influence in the lineup and behind the plate, making him a good addition even during the talent development phase 
of this ongoing rebuilding process. 
 
Castillo looks to be the only change from the lineup that finished the 2017 campaign, although the team should have a 
healthy Charlie Tilson back competing for time in center this season. 
 
MLB.com is taking a look at the projected lineup of all 30 teams ahead of Spring Training. Here's how the White Sox might 
stack up: 
 
LINEUP IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Tim Anderson, SS 
Yoan Moncada, 2B 
Jose Abreu, 1B 
Avisail Garcia, RF 
Welington Castillo, C 
Nicky Delmonico, LF 
Yolmer Sanchez, 3B 
Matt Davidson, DH 
Adam Engel, CF 
 
STRENGTH 
Everyone with the White Sox waited patiently for Garcia to develop into the five-tool sort of talent they envisioned, and 
that patience was rewarded with Garcia's first All-Star appearance in 2017, when he finished with the third-highest batting 
average in all of baseball at .330. Abreu has been an elite run producer since arriving with the White Sox, and with the 
addition of Castillo's power, the South Siders have a solid middle of the order. They have flexibility with players such as 
Moncada and Anderson, who could hit high in the order but also are able to move lower and drive in runs. 
 
QUESTION MARK 
Chicago's lack of a true left-handed power hitter helped stoke Hot Stove talk of a hypothetical match between the White 
Sox and free-agent third baseman Mike Moustakas. Delmonico is the only true left-handed hitter in this version of the 
lineup, although Moncada and Sanchez are both switch-hitters. The team also needs greater production from Engel, who 



matches any center fielder in the American League defensively but needs to improve on the .166 average and 117 
strikeouts against 19 walks he compiled in his debut season. The offense leans toward the free-swinging side, ranking 
11th overall in strikeouts, 28th in walks and 25th in on-base percentage in 2017. 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
Abreu and Garcia are the most valuable trade pieces on the roster, but the White Sox hold two years of contractual 
control on each, so there's certainly no rush to make a final decision about any potential moves. Opposing teams might 
not be able to match the high value the White Sox place on the young stars, on and off the field. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn has talked about being opportunistic in Year 2 of the rebuild, as the Castillo signing and the 
team's interest in acquiring Manny Machado from Baltimore exhibits. But the White Sox will do nothing to subtract from 
the long-term goal of achieving sustained success and becoming a regular World Series contender. 
 
Casey Gillaspie, the team's No. 11 prospect per MLB Pipeline, will challenge for designated hitter at-bats. Switch-hitter 
Leury Garcia and the left-handed hitting Tilson also are center-field options. 

Inbox: Shields on track to start Opening Day? 
Beat reporter Scott Merkin fields questions from White Sox fans 
By Scott Merkin /MLB.com/ Jan. 5, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Happy New Year and welcome to the first White Sox Inbox of 2018. 
 
Do you think James Shields will for sure be the Opening Day starting pitcher or does a young guy like Lucas Giolito or 
Reynaldo Lopez have a chance? 
-- Bob, Lisle, Ill. @Chisox927 
 
Carlos Rodon looked to be the next in line for Opening Day, but the left-hander might not be ready coming off season-
ending shoulder surgery. Shields makes sense with the opener on the road amid a six-game trip to Kansas City and 
Toronto at the outset, meaning that the Game 1 starter should make two starts away from Chicago. Even when the White 
Sox had a clear-cut Opening Day starter, such as Chris Sale or Jose Quintana, they waited a while during Spring Training 
before making an announcement. 
 
How many more chances does Charlie Tilson get before he's labeled injury prone and is released? Second question: I've 
seen win projections at under 70 for '18. I'm thinking around 75. What do you say? 
-- Ed, Chicago, @emm528 
 
Tilson worked his tail off to overcome an injury-plagued start with the White Sox and get back into action during 
instructional league and the Arizona Fall League. So give him credit for that, and let's see what the talented outfielder is 
able to do this season when healthy. 
 
As for win totals, it's too early to project anything. While contention isn't prime consideration for '18, I know the White Sox 
want these young players to learn how to win as they develop, and the players certainly don't want to lose. Depending on 
the youngsters' growth, this season could be better than projected. 
 
Of the current pitchers in the White Sox organization, are there hints of any of them becoming a closer by the time the 
White Sox are projected to compete? 
-- Vic, Chicago, @vgonzojr 
 
Zack Burdi has been the name talked about as a future closer, but that role could be filled by a pitcher currently viewed as 
a starter. With the way bullpens are constructed these days, the most important reliever doesn't necessarily have to be the 
pitcher who records the final three outs. General manager Rick Hahn is looking to build a solid relief force from top to 
bottom, with closers across the board. 
 
Who is the odd man out: Kevan Smith or Omar Narvaez? 
-- Mike, Oak Park, Ill., @chetlemonrules 
 
I wouldn't use the phrase "odd man out" because all three of these players should make contributions to the 2018 White 
Sox -- look at what Smith accomplished after being taken off the 40-man roster prior to Spring Training last year. There's 
certainly no doubt Welington Castillo will be the starting catcher for 2018 and '19. 
 
Do you see the White Sox going after someone along the lines of Miguel Gonzalez or Jake Peavy to round out the 
rotation until Rodon is ready to go? 
-- Mark, Peotone, Ill., @Mark_Bussey 



 
I've not heard anything attaching the White Sox to Peavy, although Chicago would make some sense as a comeback 
destination for the right-hander, who was a great fit on the South Side. The White Sox need to go after a starter who is 
solely a match for the rotation and then another pitcher who can move between starting and long relief. 
 
What is the likelihood we get to see Michael Kopech at the big league level in 2018? 
-- Greg, Oakland, Ill., @GregDMroz 
 
Kopech and Eloy Jimenez literally have been asked about in every Inbox I've done this offseason. White Sox fans 
wholeheartedly have embraced the rebuild as a long-term vision, but in the short term, Kopech and Jimenez appear to be 
their targets for 2018 Major League promotion and production. 
 

 
Meet the Prospects: Spencer Adams 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Jan. 5, 2018  
 
The White Sox rebuild is in full swing. While it might still be a year or two before the big league team is expected to start 
competing for championships, the minor leagues are stocked with highly touted talent fans will be eagerly following in 
2018. With that in mind, it's time to Meet the Prospects and get to know the future of the South Side. 
 
Spencer Adams 
 
Adams, the 21-year-old right-handed hurler, has been around since well before the rebuild officially began last winter. 
 
A Georgia native drafted in the second round of the 2014 draft, Adams has already spent four professional seasons in the 
White Sox organization. He burst onto the scene in 2014 with 59 strikeouts in 41.2 innings of rookie ball. In 2015, he 
posted a 2.99 ERA in 24 starts between Class A Kannapolis and Class A Winston-Salem. His ERA jumped to 3.98 in 27 
starts between Winston-Salem and Double-A Birmingham in 2016. Last year, Adams spent the whole season at 
Birmingham, making 26 starts, posting a 4.42 ERA and striking out 113 batters in 152.2 innings of work. 
 
As of their most recent rankings, MLB Pipeline had Adams rated as the No. 13 prospect in the White Sox organization. 

What acquisitions of Joakim Soria, Luis Avilan do for the White Sox in 2018 and beyond 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Jan. 5, 2018  
 
Rick Hahn is at it again. 
 
After trading away a large chunk of the bullpen in midseason deals last summer, the White Sox general manager 
continued to reshape his relief corps for the 2018 season, acquiring veteran relievers Joakim Soria and Luis Avilan in a 
three-team trade Thursday night. 
 
Like most of the other moves Hahn has made over the past year-plus, this trade keeps the White Sox flexible and gives 
them options, helping to bolster the bullpen for the upcoming campaign and to keep the door open for rebuild-advancing 
moves later on this year. 
 
Adding Soria and Avila — coming over from the Kansas City Royals and Los Angeles Dodgers, respectively — brings 
some veteran experience to a bullpen short on it following last year's trades that shipped David Robertson, Tommy 
Kahnle, Anthony Swarzak and Dan Jennings away from the South Side. It will help a 'pen that by last season's end 
boasted Juan Minaya as its closer and saw perhaps its best closing option, Nate Jones, on the disabled list. There's a lot 
of youth in the returning names — Aaron Bummer, Danny Farquhar, Jace Fry, Gregory Infante — and the two guys added 
earlier this offseason, Jose Ruiz and Thyago Vieira. 
 
While the relief unit found its footing by season's end with a 3.96 ERA over the final month of the campaign, it posted a 
6.03 ERA in August, the month following those midseason trades, which ranked as the worst in baseball. 
 
So Soria and Avilan provide track records of success. The 33-year-old Soria's been pitching in the big leagues since 
2007, a two-time All Star and a familiar face to White Sox fans who saw him star with the division-rival Royals for many 
years. Last season, Soria posted a 3.70 ERA in 56 innings. With his 64 strikeouts, his 10.3 K/9 was his highest in a single 
season since 2013. Meanwhile, the 28-year-old Avilan was real good for the Dodgers, turning in a 2.93 ERA and a 10.2 
K/9 in 46 innings. 
 
But it's what these two guys could provide as the calendar turns to July and August that might end up being of more value 
in a season where the rebuilding White Sox aren't expected to compete. Should Soria and Avilan continue the solid 



performances they had in 2017, Hahn could go down the same road he did last summer and deal his relievers away for 
pieces that could help deepen the farm system and further the rebuild. 
 
Hahn acquired three prospects, including Blake Rutherford and Ian Clarkin, in the trade that sent Robertson and Kahnle 
— along with third baseman Todd Frazier — to the New York Yankees. He acquired outfield prospect Ryan Cordell in the 
trade that sent Swarzak to the Milwaukee Brewers. He acquired first base prospect Casey Gillaspie in the trade that sent 
Jennings to the Tampa Bay Rays. That's a lot of talent added to the farm system midseason, even if it isn't quite the highly 
rated, uber-flashy kind acquired in deals featuring Chris Sale, Adam Eaton and Jose Quintana. 
 
Who knows what those kinds of players could end up being? No one would assume that the likes of Soria or Avilan would 
command a huge return package at any time of year. But acquiring any sort of talent that could pay off down the road is a 
big deal for a rebuilding team, and Hahn is keeping his options open — chiefly the option to improve his club for the long 
haul — by acquiring a pair of relievers who will also help his bullpen right now. 

 
Meet the Prospects: Jordan Guerrero   
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Jan. 6, 2018  
 
Guerrero, the 23-year-old left-handed hurler, has been a member of the White Sox organization since 2012. 
 
A California native drafted in the 15th round of the 2012 draft, Guerrero has spent quite a while in the system and made 
25 starts in each of the last three seasons. In 2015, he posted a 3.08 ERA and struck out 148 hitters splitting time 
between Class A Kannapolis and Class A Winston-Salem. In 2016, he turned in a 4.83 ERA and 108 strikeouts at Double-
A Birmingham. Last season with Birmingham, he bounced back nicely, lowering his ERA to 4.18, striking out nearly 30 
more hitters and issuing 30 fewer walks than he did a season prior. He also pitched the first shutout of his career, one of 
two complete-game efforts on the campaign. 
 
As of their most recent rankings, MLB Pipeline had Guerrero rated as the No. 21 prospect in the White Sox organization. 
 

Meet the Prospects: Casey Gillaspie  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Jan. 7, 2018  
 
Gillaspie, the 24-year-old switch-hitting first baseman, isn't the first member of his family to don a White Sox cap. 
 
A Nebraska native and the younger brother of former White Sox infielder Conor Gillaspie, Casey came over in exchnage 
for relief pitcher Dan Jennings in a midseason trade with the Tampa Bay Rays last summer. A first-round draft pick back 
in 2014, the former Wichita State Shocker has some pop. He hit 15 home runs last season at the Triple-A level, splitting 
time between Durham (Rays) and Charlotte (White Sox). In 2016, he hit 18 home runs and slashed .284/.388/.479 
between Double-A and Triple-A. Surely he's looking to get back to those kinds of averages after slashing .223/.297/.373 in 
2017. 
 
As of their most recent rankings, MLB Pipeline had Gillaspie rated as the No. 11 prospect in the White Sox organization. 
 

 
White Sox new-look bullpen for ’18 already brimming with appealing options      
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Jan.8, 2018  
 
At the top of Rick Hahn’s to-do list for the White Sox this offseason was reconstructing a bullpen the general manager 
dismantled in 2017 while wheeling and dealing as part of the team’s rebuild. 
 
With the dust settling after the Sox’s acquisition of Joakim Soria and Luis Avilan in a three-team trade involving the Royals 
and Dodgers on Thursday, the Sox have 10 pitchers on their 40-man roster who primarily are relievers. 
 
Those players — and perhaps several prospects and another veteran acquired via free agency or trade — will battle it out 
in spring training for the likely seven bullpen spots to start the 2018 season. They will look to replace David Robertson, 
Tommy Kahnle, Anthony Swarzak, Tyler Clippard and Dan Jennings who all were shipped out of town during ’17 in deals 
for prospects. 
 
Bullpen holdovers from last season include Nate Jones, Juan Minaya, Gregory Infante, Danny Farquhar, Aaron Bummer 
and Jace Fry while newcomers who already have arrived via trades or waivers are Soria, Avilan, Thyago Vieira and Jose 
Ruiz. 
 



“Last year our scouts and player development people did an outstanding job with players such as Kahnle and Swarzak, 
who we weren't talking about this time a year ago. (Several) became valuable pieces for us (in the bullpen) and also as 
potential trade pieces,” Hahn said. 
 
So far, Hahn acknowledges one could make a list of seven or eight of the 10 who will play important roles in the Sox 
bullpen but … “ we know it's going to be broader than that.” 
 
He expects his staff will continue to assemble “quality depth and options.” and we're going to continue to rely on our 
scouts and player development people to continue to assemble quality depth and quality options.” 
 
Starting at the back end, Soria is a two-time All-Star who figures to get a shot to close as the 33-year-old right-hander has 
204 saves during his 10-season career. While injuries have prevented him from being the dominating pitcher who posted 
two 40-save seasons during his first stint with the Royals, Soria had a bounce-back season in ’17 with a 4-3 record, 3.70 
earned-run average, 64 strikeouts and 20 holds in 59 appearances with them. Among active pitchers, Soria is tied for 
sixth in saves and ranks eighth with an 82.9 save percentage. 
 
Along with Soria, Hahn mentioned Jones and Minaya for possible late-inning roles. Minaya closed out games after 
following the trades of Robertson and Clippard and finished with nine saves in ’17. Jones, meanwhile, is trying to come 
back after nerve positioning surgery in his right elbow and likely will be ready for spring training. That should give manager 
Rick Renteria three viable options to close games. 
 
“We are expecting Nate to be healthy,” Hahn said. “Obviously, Juan Minaya did a nice job in the limited opportunities he 
got to close. Any time you can add more additional late-inning options, guys who are used to pitching in high-leverage 
situations, it can only make the choices the manager has stronger and make his job a little bit easier over the course of 
the summer.” 
 
The left-handed Avilan, who ranks among major-league relief leaders since 2012 in inherited runners scored percentage 
(seventh at 21.3) and home runs per nine innings pitched (seventh, 0.41) figures to be a solid addition. Infante (2-1 with a 
3.13 ERA in 52 appearances), Farquhar (4-2, 4.20 ERA in a combined 52 appearances with the Rays and Sox) can lock 
down roles with strong springs. Bummer and Fry each had stints with the big-league club in ’17 and will be among those 
battling to claim what could be a final roster spot. 
 
With starter Carlos Rodon recovering from shoulder surgery, Hahn & Co. likely will scour the market for a veteran starter 
to eat up innings and who can also at some point morph into a long-relief role when needed. And then there are the 
youngsters waiting in the wings, including fire-balling right-hander Michael Kopech, who could force Hahn’s hand and 
work their way onto the major-league roster and shake up the pitching staff. 
 
When building the Sox’s staff, Hahn will stress an important attribute: versatility. 
 
“It's important,” Hahn said. “Having guys who match up nicely and complement each other and bring up different and 
complementary arsenals to the table is certainly of interest to us. As are guys who can go multiple innings and potentially 
lighten some of the load on other players. 
 
“As we project our future bullpens … we’re going to have to be a little bit patient and see how some of our minor-league 
prospects develop,” Hahn added. “Some of them are going to fulfill their promise as potential top-end starters and join 
future rotations for us and some others are going to wind up playing critical roles in what we hope will be a quality bullpen 
in the future. At this time, we have to continue to let them develop and see which ones separate themselves.” 
 

 White Sox jump-start frozen hot stove with 3-team deal 
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Jan. 5, 2018  
 
The White Sox did their part to help thaw baseball’s frozen hot stove league with their involvement in a three-team, five-
player trade Thursday that bolstered a decimated bullpen. 
 
While the rest of the baseball world sits in a holding pattern, with big-name free agents Jake Arrieta, Yu Darvish, Alex 
Cobb, Greg Holland, J.D. Martinez and Eric Hosmer still on the market and trades few and far between, the Sox pulled the 
trigger on a deal that landed relievers Joakim Soria and Luis Avilan. 
 
The names involved in the trade between the Sox, Royals and Dodgers weren’t as surprising as the fact there was a trade 
at all. Movement this offseason has been minimal. 
 



“Things have moved a little slower, it seems, than in recent years,” Sox general manager Rick Hahn said. “So, while 
normally as we sit about six weeks from spring training, you would be more in the mode of potentially filling out a roster, 
given the slower pace of this offseason, you can’t rule out any other larger deals as the next few weeks unfold.” 
 
Still in full rebuild mode, the Sox don’t figure to be big players in the free-agent or trade markets in the lead-up to spring 
training, but Hahn acknowledged there is more work to be done to tweak the roster for 2018. 
 
“While our focus remains on the long term, we do need to fill a roster out that helps us continue this process over the 
course of the 2018 season,” Hahn said. “It’s fair to say our main focus is on the 2018 club, but we continue to be open to 
things that put us in a stronger position for the long term as well.” 
 
The long term has been and will remain the focus as the Sox continue a radical rebuild. As important as it is that they 
brought in Soria potentially to add to the closer mix, the further development of Yoan Moncada, Reynaldo Lopez, Lucas 
Giolito and Carson Fulmer at the big-league level and the bright futures of super-prospects Eloy Jimenez and Michael 
Kopech will demand most of the spotlight this year. 
 
“There’s a level of excitement for what this team is going to look like over the course of this summer,” Hahn said. 
“Objectively, we know where we’re at in this process and that we still have a ways to go. There was a level of excitement 
when the season ended last year with the way (manager Rick Renteria) and his coaches had these guys playing, and 
some of our young players were acclimating themselves to the big-league level. 
 
“We expect that to continue … both in terms of how this team goes about its business on a night-by-night basis, as well as 
the continued addition of further young players over the course of the summer. There's a heightened level of excitement 
as we get a little bit closer to getting going.” 
 

 2018 Chicago White Sox Top 10 Prospects 
Josh Norris / Baseball America | Jan. 8, 2018  
 
Notable Graduations: 2B Yoan Moncada (1), RHP Lucas Giolito (2), RHP Reynaldo Lopez (3) and C Omar Narvaez (30). 
 
Trending: After acquiring Eloy Jimenez from the Cubs, the farm system is still just as strong this year. 
 
 SYSTEM OVERVIEW 
Strengths: The top of the system is among the best in the game, with outfielder Eloy Jimenez, righthander Michael 
Kopech and Cuban import Luis Robert each having extremely high ceilings. The rest of their Top 10 is very talented as 
well, and could be further improved with strong first full seasons for their top picks from the 2017 draft, third baseman 
Jake Burger and first baseman Gavin Sheets. 
 
Weaknesses: Once you get past the top 15 prospects, the list drops off quickly into players with more marginal futures. 
Those same players, however, could significantly raise their stock with rebounds from injuries or tough seasons. 
Outfielders Luis Alexander Basabe and Alex Call, for example, battled injuries for most of the season and could rise on 
next year's version of the list with strong 2018 seasons. 
 
  
 
BEST TOOLS 
Best Hitter for Average: Eloy Jimenez. 
Best Power Hitter: Eloy Jimenez. 
Best Strike-Zone Discipline: Zack Collins. 
Fastest Baserunner: Logan Taylor. 
Best Athlete: Luis Robert. 
Best Fastball: Michael Kopech. 
Best Curveball: Alec Hansen. 
Best Slider: Zack Burdi. 
Best Changeup: A.J. Puckett. 
Best Control: Dane Dunning. 
Best Defensive Catcher: Nate Nolan. 
Best Defensive INF: Yeyson Yrizarri. 
Best INF Arm: Zach Remillard. 
Best Defensive OF: Luis Alexander Basabe. 
Best OF Arm: Micker Adolfo. 
 



  
 
PROJECTED 2021 LINEUP 
(Listed with 2021 season age) 
 
C Zack Collins (26) 
1B Gavin Sheets (24) 
2B Yoan Moncada (25) 
3B Jake Burger (24) 
SS Tim Anderson (27) 
LF Eloy Jimenez (24) 
CF Luis Robert (23) 
RF Avisail Garcia (29) 
DH Jose Abreu (34) 
SP Michael Kopech (24) 
SP Carlos Rodon (28) 
SP Lucas Giolito (26) 
SP Reynaldo Lopez (27) 
SP Alec Hansen (26) 
CL Zack Burdi (26) 
 
  
 
TOP PROSPECTS OF THE DECADE 
(Listed with 2017 organization) 
 
2008: LHP Gio Gonzalez (Nationals) | WAR: 26.3 
2009: SS Gordon Beckham (Mariners) | WAR: 5.7 
2010: OF Jared Mitchell (Atlantic League) | WAR: N/A 
2011: LHP Chris Sale (Red Sox) | WAR: 37.2 
2012: RHP Addison Reed (Red Sox) | WAR: 6.8 
2013: OF Courtney Hawkins (White Sox) | WAR: N/A 
2014: 1B Jose Abreu (White Sox) | WAR: 16.9 
2015: LHP Carlos Rodon (White Sox) | WAR: 4.3 
2016: SS Tim Anderson (White Sox) | WAR: 3.7 
2017: 2B/3B Yoan Moncada (White Sox) | WAR: 1.5 
 
  
 
TOP DRAFT PICKS OF THE DECADE 
(Listed with 2017 organization) 
 
2008: SS Gordon Beckham (Mariners) | WAR: 5.7 
2009: OF Jared Mitchell (Atlantic League) | WAR: N/A 
2010: LHP Chris Sale (Red Sox) | WAR: 37.2 
2011: OF Keenyn Walker (1st rd. supplemental, Frontier League) | WAR: N/A 
2012: OF Courtney Hawkins (White Sox) | WAR: N/A 
2013: SS Tim Anderson (White Sox) | WAR: 3.7 
2014: LHP Carlos Rodon (White Sox) | WAR: 4.3 
2015: RHP Carson Fulmer (White Sox) | WAR: N/A 
2016: C Zack Collins (White Sox) | Top 10 
2017: 3B Jake Burger (White Sox) | Top 10 
 
 
 
 


