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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Garrett Richards throws one-hitter, but Angels lose 3-2 to Rangers in extra 

innings 

By Jack Wang 

ANAHEIM — Garrett Richards’ yo-yo of a season appears to be spinning in the right direction. 

The right-hander had one of his best outings of the year on Saturday, allowing just one hit in the Angels’ 

3-2 loss to the Rangers in extra innings. He threw 101 pitches, struck out nine batters and lasted seven 

innings — tying his longest start of the season. 

Despite the Angels falling to 31-28, it was a good sign for the 30-year-old, who entered the year as the 

most experienced starter in the rotation. 

“Garrett has great stuff from the first inning,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “Maintained it until over his 

100th pitch. Got a little bit tired. His command got a little wavy in the latter innings, but that’s as well as 

you can throw the ball. It was terrific.” 

Added Richards: “It was a good one to build off of.” 

After losing chunks of the last two seasons due to injuries, Richards has been difficult to predict. He has 

recorded at least eight strikeouts in three outings, including 11 in a 3-0 win over the Giants six weeks 

ago. He has also twice been pulled before the end of the third inning, lasting 2-1/3 frames in last 

weekend’s appearance at Yankee Stadium. 

But he has at least been present, making his 12th start of the year on Saturday after taking the mound 

just six times in both 2016 and 2017. 

Texas saw the good version of Richards. After the first innings, no Rangers got on base until the start of 

the seventh, when Shin-Soo Choo reached first on an error by third baseman Jefry Marte. A wild pitch 

pushed Choo to second, and he eventually scored after a pair of groundouts. 

A walk in the eighth inning ended Richards’ night. 

Justin Anderson walked his first batter, then retired three straight with his next 14 pitches — including 

two swinging strikeouts. In the ninth, Blake Parker gave up a double to Jurickson Profar, who advanced 

to third on a wild pitch to Nomar Mazara. 

And then, some confusion: A sac fly by Adrian Beltre brought Profar home, but Carlos Tocci — pinch-

running for Mazar — ran for second and was thrown out. Angels fans initially cheered, thinking the 

game was over, but a review ruled that Profar reached home plate before Tocci was tagged. Tie game, 

2-2. 

“That’s a timing play,” Scioscia said. “They got the call right.” 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/27/quiet-bats-rough-start-for-garrett-richards-doom-angels-in-loss-to-yankees/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/27/quiet-bats-rough-start-for-garrett-richards-doom-angels-in-loss-to-yankees/
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After a scoreless ninth by the Angels, Jose Alvarez took the mound. The reliever struck out Joey Gallo to 

start the 10th inning, then gave up a single, a walk, and a single. That sequence brought Rougned Odor 

home to give the Rangers a 3-2 lead. 

The Angels couldn’t respond. Luis Valbuena struck out swinging, while Ian Kinsler and Mike Trout flew 

out to center. 

Trout, who finished just shy of the cycle, was nevertheless a bright spot in the Angels’ lineup. The center 

fielder opened up scoring with a home run to left field in the first inning. He tripled in his next at-bat, his 

1,104th career hit with the Angels, and singled in the sixth inning. 

He now sits in eighth place on the club’s all-time list, ahead of Bobby Grich (1,103) and behind Howie 

Kendrick (1,204). The outfielder has had at least one base hit in six consecutive games, his longest streak 

of the season. 

Kinsler blasted a solo shot of his own in the sixth inning. After a disappointing start to the season, the 

second baseman entered the day with nine hits in his last 15 at-bats — a stretch that included three 

doubles and a pair of home runs. 

His shot off the left-field foul pole on Saturday was his fifth homer of the season. 

Any bad feelings from the previous day were held mostly in check. A day after being spiked in the leg by 

Odor’s controversial slide, Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons got his own chance to break up a 

double play. He slid cleanly into second base in the bottom of the fourth inning — but was called for 

interference when he moved too far past the bag. 

Simmons also took a fastball to the leg in the second inning, but the pitch did not appear to be 

intentional. Rangers left-hander Cole Hamels walked Simmons during his next at-bat, with his fifth pitch 

landing in the dirt. 

 

Angels outfielder Kole Calhoun lands on disabled list with strained oblique 

By Jack Wang 

ANAHEIM — Kole Calhoun is on the disabled list thanks to a strained right oblique. Might the time off 

help the Angels outfielder break out of his season-long hitting slump? 

“Maybe,” Manager Mike Scioscia said Saturday. “That’s not the way you want to get your break, 

though.” 

The Angels placed Calhoun on the 10-day disabled list, retroactive to Friday, taking the outfielder off 

their lineup card in the midst of the worst hitting performance of his career. Through 173 plate 

appearances this year, Calhoun has a slash line of .145/.195/.179 — numbers far below his career 

average of .254/.321/.410. 
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The 30-year-old is only three years removed from winning the Gold Glove Award, a season that also saw 

him post career highs with 83 RBIs and 26 home runs. He has 11 RBIs this year, going yard just once. 

Scioscia said Calhoun felt tightness in his right oblique when the Angels were getting to ready to leave 

Detroit earlier this week. 

“He was in the cage working a lot,” Scioscia said. “I think some things just stiffened up. It’s just 

something we need to address right now. … There’s no timetable yet, but hopefully it’s not too severe.” 

The Angels also optioned right-hander Jaime Barría (5-1, 2.48), who pitched six shutout innings against 

the Rangers on Friday night. He could be recalled again for a June 12 game in Seattle, when the team 

will again need a sixth starting pitcher. 

The club recalled Kaleb Cowart and Michael Hermosillo from Triple-A Salt Lake, starting the latter in 

right field against the Rangers on Saturday and batting him ninth. 

SURGERY GIVES SHOEMAKER CLARITY 

Matt Shoemaker is still six weeks away from being able to throw, but the Angels pitcher is grateful to 

have an answer on what has been ailing his right forearm. 

After exams showed no sign of nerve damage, the 31-year-old opted to undergo exploratory surgery. 

That procedure, performed on Tuesday, revealed a tear in the middle of his pronator teres tendon — an 

injury that none of his doctors had ever seen before. 

Dr. Steven Shin repaired the tendon, and Shoemaker appeared to be in good spirits on Saturday 

afternoon despite not knowing when he might finally make it back to the mound. 

“MRIs, bone scans, nerve studies — everything showed to be pretty clean,” Shoemaker said. “I’m really 

thankful we went in and did the exploratory procedure, because we would have never found this if we 

didn’t. That’s nice to have that answer.” 

Shoemaker also had surgery last August to relieve radial nerve compression in his forearm. The right-

hander pitched 5-2/3 innings on March 31 before lingering discomfort forced him onto the disabled list. 

ALSO 

Scioscia tried to downplay any lingering tensions from Friday night, when a slide by the Rangers’ 

Rougned Odor resulted in a left leg gash for Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons. “It’s kind of an 

unfortunate incident,” Scioscia said. “But it’s past us, I think. There was a little bit of veer on the slide.” 

… 

Infielder Zack Cozart, who had an MRI on his left forearm Friday, is “progressing quickly” according to 

Scioscia, and could be nearing a return to the lineup. He has not played since May 29. … 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/06/01/jaime-barria-21-outshines-45-year-old-bartolo-colon-in-angels-win-over-rangers/
https://www.sltrib.com/sports/2018/04/04/bees-outfielder-and-angels-prospect-michael-hermosillo-hoping-to-pave-his-way-to-the-majors/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/29/angels-pitchers-matt-shoemaker-blake-wood-require-repeat-surgeries/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/04/03/angels-place-matt-shoemaker-on-the-disabled-list/
https://deadspin.com/gnarly-rougned-odor-takeout-slide-sparks-benches-cleari-1826510401
https://deadspin.com/gnarly-rougned-odor-takeout-slide-sparks-benches-cleari-1826510401
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The Angels held a pre-game ceremony for Albert Pujols, emblazoning the number “3000” in the outfield 

to commemorate the slugger’s recent career hits milestone. Pujols was also presented with a picture of 

himself made of 9,858 screws, representing the number of at-bats he needed to reach 3,000 hits. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (Tyler Skaggs, 3-4, 3.60) vs. Rangers (Doug Fister, 1-5, 4.09), Sunday, 1:07 p.m., Fox Sports West, 

KLAA (830 AM) 

 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Rangers score in ninth and 10th to spoil good nights for Angels’ Garrett Richards 

and Mike Trout 

By Mike Digiovanna 

Garrett Richards threw his best game in three years, Mike Trout fell a double shy of a cycle, and the 

Angels had absolutely nothing to show for it Saturday night. The Texas Rangers dinged the Angels’ 

bullpen for runs in the ninth and 10th innings to pull out a 3-2 come-from-behind victory in Angel 

Stadium. 

“We’re a team — we win as a team and lose as a team,” Richards said after giving up one hit, one 

unearned run and striking out nine in seven innings. “This one hurts for everybody.” 

The fact that Rougned Odor, the villain from the night before, scored the winning run made it sting even 

more for the 44,603 fans who booed the Rangers second baseman loudly before each of his four at-bats. 

Odor singled to right off Angels left-hander Jose Alvarez with one out in the 10th. Robinson Chirinos 

walked, and Ronald Guzman grounded a single to left fielder Justin Upton, who made a strong one-hop 

throw home. 

But Odor beat catcher Martin Maldonado’s tag with a head-first slide for a 3-2 lead, and Keone Kola 

retired the side in the order in the bottom of the 10th, with Trout flying out to center to end the game. 

The Rangers tied the score 2-2 in the ninth on a controversial and confusing play that had many in the 

stadium thinking the game was over. 

With Texas trailing 2-1, Jurickson Profar doubled to left-center off Angels reliever Blake Parker with one 

out and took third on a wild pitch. Nomar Mazara walked and was replaced by pinch-runner Carlos 

Tocci. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/05/04/albert-pujols-gets-3000th-hit-with-a-single-in-seattle/
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Adrian Beltre lifted a fly to deep left to score Profar, who picked up his pace when he saw Tocci tag from 

first. Upton threw out Tocci at second, and after a replay review, umpires ruled Profar touched the plate 

before the tag at second, so the run counted. 

“That’s a timing play,” Angels manager Mike Scio-scia said. “They got the call right.” 

The late run robbed Richards, who was limited by elbow and shoulder injuries to six starts in each of the 

past two seasons, of a win. 

Richards looked nothing like the pitcher who gave up three runs and five walks in 21/3 innings of last 

Sunday’s 3-1 loss in Yankee Stadium. He mixed his 97-mph fastball and nasty slider with a more 

aggressive approach. He was so dominant he retired 17 straight batters after Shin-Soo Choo’s game-

opening single. 

“It’s just going right at guys, trying not to think too much, trying to get strike one, to command counts, 

pitch in bottom half of the zone and make guys hit my pitch,” Richards said. “I think it’s just a mentality 

thing. 

“My stuff has been the same for seven years. It’s getting back in the zone, competing, not trying to 

nitpick too much. Once the ball leaves my hand, it’s out of my control, so try not to think too much.” 

Trout gave the Angels a 1-0 lead in the first with his major league-leading 19th homer, off Texas left-

hander Cole Hamels. He tripled off Joey Gallo’s glove in left in the third, singled in the sixth and popped 

to first in the eighth. 

Ian Kinsler increased the lead to 2-0 in the sixth when he clanged a solo homer off the left-field foul 

pole. 

Choo reached on error to open the seventh, took second on a wild pitch, third on a grounder to second 

and scored on Mazara’s grounder to second to make it 2-1. 

Odor drew the ire of fans who were still upset by his aggressive slide into Angels shortstop Andrelton 

Simmons in an attempt to break up a game-ending double play Friday night. 

“It was an unfortunate incident, but it’s past us,” Scioscia said before the game. “There was a little bit of 

veer on the slide. The only exception you can take is the fact that Simba got spiked. But it’s water under 

the bridge.” 

Simmons was hit in the lower left leg by a Hamels cut fastball in the second inning. He had a chance for 

revenge on Odor after he drew a one-out walk in the fourth. Shohei Ohtani hit a grounder up the middle 

that Profar, the Rangers shortstop, made a diving stop of before flipping to Odor at second. 

Simmons slid low and hard as Odor threw late to first, but Simmons’ slide took him well past the bag, a 

violation of the rule that states runners must be able to maintain contact with the bag. Interference was 

ruled , and Texas was awarded the double play. 
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Jaime Barria sent down after another strong effort 

By Mike Digiovanna 

Jaime Barria’s reward for throwing six shutout innings in Friday night’s win over the Texas Rangers was a 
demotion to triple-A Salt Lake on Saturday. 

Such is life when you’re the low man on the major league service-time totem pole, you’re a 21-year-old 
rookie whose workload must be managed, and your team needs an extra position player to provide 
coverage for an injured starter. 

With third baseman Zack Cozart missing his third straight game because of tightness in his left forearm, 
the Angels recalled utility infielder Kaleb Cowart from Salt Lake. 

The Angels also placed struggling right fielder Kole Calhoun on the disabled list because of a right 
oblique strain and recalled Michael Hermosillo, who started in right field against Texas on Saturday 
night. 

But it was Cozart’s injury, which has not been deemed serious enough for the DL, and the need for 
infield reinforcements that cost Barria his spot. The right-hander, who is 5-1 with a 2.48 ERA in seven 
starts, was sent to the minor leagues for the fourth time this season. 

“It’s tough, but there are a couple of things to keep in mind,” manager Mike Scioscia said. “This is a very 
young pitcher. I think his confidence is very high. No doubt, we want to make sure he’s strong for the 
whole season. 

“And if you look at our schedule, we would be pushing some guys back so far it would have become 
disruptive. So we’d all be best served to have Jaime go down and get his work in and come back.” 

With an off-day Thursday, the Angels won’t need a sixth starter until a three-game series in Seattle June 
11-13. Barria, who threw 142 minor league innings last season, will make one start for Salt Lake. 

“How many pitches will be determined,” Scioscia said, “but he needs to pitch to keep his edge.” 

The immediate future of Calhoun, injured while working in the batting cage in Detroit, is more muddled. 
Oblique strains can sideline players for more than a month, but Scioscia doesn’t believe this injury is that 
serious. 

“He had a little tightness on his right side, so we’re going to shut things down for a while,” Scioscia said. 
“Hopefully, it’s not too severe, but he definitely needs the 10 days.” 

Calhoun’s play in right field has been superb. His work in the batter’s box has been substandard. He has 
a career-low .145 average and .374 on-base-plus-slugging percentage with one homer, 11 RBIs, 43 
strikeouts and 11 walks. 

Could a break from the mental and physical grind of trying to shake a season-long slump help Calhoun? 
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“Maybe,” Scioscia said, “but that’s not the way you want to get your break.” 

Split decision 

When Dr. Steve Shin performed exploratory surgery to clean out damaged tissue in Matt 
Shoemaker’s forearm Tuesday, he found — and repaired — a torn pronator teres tendon that had not 
appeared on an MRI test, providing relief — and some closure—for a pitcher who for two months was 
mystified by the injury. 

“The tendon was split right down the middle,” said Shoemaker, who was sidelined after his first start of 
the season. “He said that it’s not normal, that he’s never seen it before, and it was right where my 
symptoms of pain were.” 

Doctors told Shoemaker he could start playing catch in about six weeks. If he avoids setbacks in his 
throwing program, he could return by early August. 

“I was down to two options, either have an exploratory procedure or try to throw though it,” Shoemaker 
said. “Being a tough guy, I wanted to throw through it, but I tried that four times, and each time it’s 
been the same. I’m thankful I had the procedure, because they never would have found this.” 

Honoring Albert 

The Angels held a pregame ceremony honoring Albert Pujols for his 3,000th hit, presenting the slugger 
with a unique portrait created by an artist who used 9,858 screws, representing the number of at-bats 
Pujols needed to attain 3,000 hits. 

 

Three up, three down: Shohei Ohtani on All-Star ballot; King Felix far from past 

All-Star stature 

By Bill Shaikin 

A look at who’s hot and who’s not in Major League Baseball: 

THREE UP 

Rising sun, rising star: The Angels’ Shohei Ohtani is listed as a designated hitter on the newly released 

All-Star ballots. He faces stiff competition at that spot from Nelson Cruz of the Mariners, J.D. Martinez of 

the Red Sox and Giancarlo Stanton of the Yankees. Pitchers are not elected in the fan vote, but Ohtani 

could be selected as a pitcher. And, yes, fans in Japan can vote. If Ohtani is elected, he would become 

the fourth Japanese position player voted into an All-Star starting lineup, following the Mariners’ Ichiro 

Suzuki (2001-04, 2006-10), the Yankees’ Hideki Matsui (2003) and — holy international ballot-box 

stuffing — the Cubs’ Kosuke Fukudome (2008). 
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Rolling Meadows: The Pirates traded franchise icon Andrew McCutchen to the Giants in part to save 

money, in part because time would soon come for outfield prospect Austin Meadows. That time has 

come, and Meadows is hitting .404 with five home runs in his first 15 games. He became the fifth player 

in the last 50 years — and the first since the Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig — to hit .400 with four home runs in 

his first 40 at-bats. The Pirates can boast of a nice outfield: Meadows (23), Starling Marte (29), Gregory 

Polanco (26) and Corey Dickerson (29). And what of the 31-year-old McCutchen? He has career lows in 

batting average (.243) and OPS (.730), with only three home runs in 55 games. The rebuilding Pirates are 

two games over .500, the win-now Giants two games under .500. 

Big-name players: Ryan Rowland-Smith, an ordinary and generally anonymous left-handed reliever who 

played parts of five seasons in the majors, was the first player in major league history with a hyphenated 

last name. That club has expanded to three, and the other two play for the Rangers: right-hander Austin 

Bibens-Dirkx and infielder Isiah Kiner-Falefa. All three were together this week in Seattle, where 

Rowland-Smith works as a broadcaster for the Mariners, so of course a picture was in order. Rowland-

Smith posted the shot with this caption: “I was the first, I was the only … Until these two had to come 

along and rip away my only claim to fame. Great to meet these fellow hyphenators.” 

THREE DOWN 

Arms and wallets down: The Nationals’ Bryce Harper and the Orioles’ Manny Machado should be 

available in the long-hyped class of free agents this fall, but the marquee starting pitchers might not be. 

Clayton Kershaw’s third back injury in three years makes it increasingly unlikely that he can do better in 

free agency than the $65 million guaranteed him if he does not opt out of his Dodgers contract. 

Remember back when we thought Matt Harvey would be cashing in this fall? The best starters available 

could be the Astros’ Charlie Morton, who will open next season at 35, the Nationals’ Gio Gonzalez (33) 

and the Diamondbacks’ Patrick Corbin (29). 

The king’s abdication? The Mariners won 10 of their first 13 games after losing second baseman 

Robinson Cano to an 80-game suspension for violating baseball’s drug policy. The front office responded 

by moving Dee Gordon from center field to second base and trading for Denard Span and Alex Colome 

to upgrade the outfield and bullpen, respectively. But, just as the Dodgers can’t be sure what they’ll get 

from Kershaw the rest of the season, the Mariners don’t know what to expect from their franchise 

pitcher, six-time All-Star Felix Hernandez. Kershaw is injured. Hernandez says he is not, but his 5.83 ERA 

is the worst of any starter in the AL West. In 2014, he led the AL with a 2.14 ERA; since then: 3.53, 3.82, 

4.36 and now 5.83. 

Rays of thrift: The Rays haven’t finished within 13 games of first place in five years, transforming their 

reputation from cost-effective overachievers to cost-cutters. They took on the salary of Span last winter 

to dump the larger salary of third baseman Evan Longoria on the Giants, then dumped Span and Colome 

on the Mariners last week for two minor leaguers. “I’m not here to be mediocre or just be competitive,” 

pitcher Chris Archer told the Tampa Bay Times. “I want to win.” He could be gone by July. The trade 

lowered the payroll for the Rays’ active roster to $42 million, higher only than the A’s ($37 million). Both 
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teams are stuck in neutral amid never-ending searches for a new ballpark. Mitigating factor: The Rays 

won their first five games after the trade. 

 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Despite big days from Richards, Trout, Halos fall 

Righty allows one hit in seven strong innings, slugger falls double short of cycle 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Mike Trout's 3-for-5 night -- he hit his 19th homer and fell a double short of a cycle -- and a 

stellar outing by Garrett Richards were not enough for the Angels, who lost in 10 innings to the Rangers, 

3-2, on Saturday night at Angel Stadium. 

By the 10th, however, the game had already ended once -- and with a Halos victory. In the top of the 

ninth, with runners on first and third, Rangers slugger Adrian Beltre flied out to Justin Upton in deep left 

field. Upton didn't have a play at the plate, so he fired to second to nab Carlos Tocci, who had tagged up 

at first base. The ruling on the field was that Tocci was tagged out at second before the runner from 

third, Jurickson Profar, could reach home, and the Angels walked off with a 2-1 victory. 

But after review, it was determined that Profar had touched home before Tocci was tagged out at 

second. That ended the half-inning, but with the game tied at 2. 

"They got the call right," manager Mike Scioscia said. 

"It was close, for sure," said Trout. "I didn't really look at the replay as much. The one on the board was 

tough to see. After coming down, I saw that he might have beaten it. It was bang-bang." 

In the 10th, Ronald Guzman's one-out single brought home Rougned Odor to give the Rangers their first 

lead of the night, then Keone Kela shut down the Angels in the bottom of the frame. 

Richards was lights-out, giving up just one hit, a single to Shin-Soo Choo on the first pitch of the game, 

over his seven innings. He hurled perhaps his finest start of the year, allowing just an unearned run in 

seven-plus innings, with nine strikeouts and one walk. 

"No doubt," said Scioscia, when asked whether it was Richards' best outing of the year. "Garrett had 

great stuff in the first inning, maintained it till his 100th pitch. … That's as well as you can throw the ball. 

That was terrific." 

The effectiveness of his slider and curveball proved lethal; they accounted for eight of his nine strikeouts 

and a total of 22 swinging strikes, the second-highest mark in his career. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/mike-trout-stays-hot-smacks-19th-homer/c-279524048
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/134181/adrian-beltre
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/624636/carlos-tocci
http://m.mlb.com/player/595777/jurickson-profar
http://m.mlb.com/player/608597/ronald-guzman
http://m.mlb.com/player/596059/rougned-odor
http://m.mlb.com/player/605309/keone-kela
http://m.mlb.com/player/425783/shin-soo-choo
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"Richards, he was nails," Rangers manager Jeff Banister said. "I mean, the combination of pitches he 

threw out there tonight made it extremely challenging for all of our hitters." 

After Richards pitched just 2 1/3 innings in his last start vs. the Yankees, Saturday's performance proved 

hopeful for what has been an up-and-down season for the right-hander. He credits his conversations 

with pitching coach Charles Nagy in helping him find his focus. 

"Yeah, it was a good one to build off of, especially with what happened in New York," Richards said. 

"That's just conversations Nagy and I have had in between, just going back to doing some basic, simple 

stuff again." 

Though the majority of the offense was in a rut, Trout's bat was on full display on Saturday, starting with 

a towering solo shot in the opening frame that gave him the tie for the MLB lead in home runs. 

Trout's homer was his seventh in the past 15 games, and his 19 homers in the Angels' first 59 games is a 

club record. 

He followed that at-bat with a triple in the third inning, then notched a single in the sixth, putting him a 

two-bagger away from a cycle. He popped out in his fourth at-bat and flied out in the 10th to end the 

game. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Odor and Simmons at it again: On the game-ending play in the Angels' 6-0 win Friday, Odor slid 

into Andrelton Simmons at second base in an attempt to break up a double play, which led to a dustup 

between the two teams. 

On Saturday, the roles were reversed. With Simmons at first base in the fourth inning, Shohei 

Ohtanigrounded a ball up the middle. The Rangers' shortstop, Profar, snagged it and flipped the ball to 

Odor the force. Odor then fired to first, but was too late to catch the blazing Ohtai, who was running at 

27.8 feet/second up the line. 

However, Simmons slid past the bag at second, making contact with Odor in the process, forcing the 

umpires to call Ohtani out at first to end the inning. 

Anderson gets out of jam in the eighth: After entering in the eighth with a runner on and walking his 

first batter on four pitches, Justin Anderson was in a jam. Be he bounced back to retire the side, ending 

the threat with a strikeout of Delino DeShields. 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

After leading off the sixth with a single, Trout attempted to steal second on a Cole Hamels throw to first. 

Guzman's throw from first arrived in plenty of time for what was initially ruled as an out, but after 

review, the call was overturned. Trout put on a swim move for the ages, evading a sure out and creating 

a run-scoring opportunity. 
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"I just knew that if I slide regularly, I'm gonna be out by a lot," Trout said. "Just told myself I gotta avoid 

a tag somehow. As soon as the ball beat me there, I knew that I had to kinda trick him a bit. It was a 

tough play. [I was] just trying to be safe." 

SOUND SMART 

Trout set or extended a number of other franchise records. He extended his club record for most games 

in which he has recorded both a homer and a triple with 10 (the second-most in franchise history is five). 

Trout's 37 extra-base hits tied Troy Glaus (2000) for most in club history through the team's first 59 

games. And his third-inning triple was his 1,104 hit, passing Bobby Grich for 8th all-time in Halos history. 

UP NEXT 

Tyler Skaggs will toe the rubber for the Angels in Sunday's finale against the Rangers. Skaggs is 3-2 with 

a 6.00 ERA over nine career starts against Texas, the highest ERA he has against any American League 

opponent. It will be his second start of the season versus the Rangers; in his first, he allowed one earned 

run on five hits and four walks in five innings, with seven K's. Doug Fister is set to start for the Rangers 

for the 1:07 p.m. PT game. 

 

 

Trout hits 19th homer, flirts with cycle in loss 

Slugger tied for MLB lead in home runs 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Mike Trout launched his MLB lead-tying 19th homer of the season in the first inning against 

the Rangers on Saturday. He added a triple and a single and finished a double short of a cycle in the 

Angels' 3-2 loss. 

"I got some pitches to hit and didn't miss them," Trout said. "I was seeing the ball pretty good, just 

putting good swings on balls." 

Rangers starter Cole Hamels offered Trout exclusively four-seam fastballs during the first-inning at-bat, 

and after taking the first three, the two-time MVP launched a solo shot 418 feet to left field at an exit 

velocity of 105 mph, per Statcast™. 

Trout hit a standup triple in his second at-bat in the third inning, a ball that deflected off left fielder Joey 

Gallo's glove and rolled along the warning track. He singled in his third at-bat in the sixth, then stole 

second, making a nice swim-move slide. He was awarded the steal after a review. 

Trout popped out in his fourth at-bat and flied out to center in the 10th to end the game. 

"It popped into my head after I got the single," said Trout on whether he was thinking about the cycle. 

"Other than that, I was just trying to get on base those last few at-bats." 
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In addition to homers, Trout leads the league in walks and on-base percentage, and is well on his way to 

a career high in WAR. He is also second in slugging percentage and second in OPS, while his steal in the 

sixth put him in a tie for fourth in stolen bases with 13. 

Trout is hitting .405 (17-for-42) with five homers, six doubles, a triple and nine RBIs over his last 11 

games. 

"Biggest thing, for me, is if I get my foot down and recognize the pitch early," Trout said. "That sets my 

swing up." 

His homer was his seventh in his past 15 games, and his 19 homers in the Angels' first 59 games is a club 

record. On the triple, he passed Bobby Grich for 8th all-time in Angels history with 1,104 hits. His 37 

extra-base hits tied Troy Glaus (2000) for most in franchise history through the Angels' first 59 games. 

 

Texas ties Angels in 9th on wild DP/review 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- By a matter of inches, the Rangers rallied to tie Saturday night's game against the Angels 

on Adrian Beltre's sacrifice fly off Blake Parker in the ninth inning. But it was no ordinary sacrifice fly. 

The Rangers entered the ninth trailing, 2-1, but Jurickson Profar delivered a one-out double to left-

center field and advanced to third on a wild pitch from Parker. Nomar Mazara then worked a walk, 

putting runners on the corners. 

After Rangers manager Jeff Banister sent in Rule 5 Draft pick Carlos Tocci to pinch-run for Mazara, Beltre 

lifted a fly ball to left field. That should have brought home the tying run, but Justin Upton threw out 

Tocci for the third out after he tagged up and tried to advance to second on the play. 

The Rangers were initially denied the tying run, as the umpires ruled that Tocci had been tagged out 

before Profar crossed the plate. That would've ended the game with an Angels win. But the call was 

overturned following a replay review, tying the game, 2-2. 

Third-base umpire and crew chief Fieldin Culbreth indicated that Tocci was out at second before 

signaling that the run counted while announcing the decision, causing confusion and leading the Angels 

to briefly believe that they had held on to win. Stadium employees rushed in from the outfield and 

began setting up the postgame fireworks before realizing that the game had not yet ended. 

"They got the call right," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "The runner was tagging, you've got to get 

that putout at second before he touches the plate. If he touches the plate first, then that run counts, 

and in the end, he did." 

The Rangers went on to win, 3-2, after Ronald Guzman singled to drive in the go-ahead run in the 10th. 
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Tocci acknowledged afterward that he took an unnecessary risk in trying to advance to second on the 

play. 

"I should have seen the play in front of me and held up," said Tocci, who was activated off the disabled 

Iist on Saturday. "I was too aggressive. I should have held up and waited for the run to score." 

Banister deflected some of the blame away from Tocci but also said he hoped the 22-year-old outfielder 

would use the baserunning gaffe as a learning experience. 

"That's on me," Banister said. "I put a young guy in that situation. He was aggressive. Obviously, it 

worked out well for us. A learning moment for him and every other baserunner." 

 

To celebrate reaching 3,000 hits, Albert Pujols threw out a first pitch to Adrian 

Beltre 

By Eric Chesterton 

When a player accomplishes something cool in his career, it's great to see his teammates join him in 

celebration. But, when a player does something historically awesome, even opposing players can't help 

but get in on the excitement.  

Prior to Saturday night's game against the Rangers, the Angels celebrated first baseman Albert Pujols' 

accomplishment with a ceremony that included artwork and a first pitch to the only other Dominican-

born member of the 3,000-hit club -- and Saturday's opponent -- Adrian Beltre: 

It's good to see that these two veteran players, though they play on different teams, can still take so 

much joy in each others' accomplishments. Here's to many more hits in their careers.  

 

Angels put Calhoun on DL; Hermosillo called up 

Cowart also gets call, Barria sent down for logistical reasons; Shoemaker update 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Kole Calhoun's rough season took another turn for the worse on Saturday, as the Angels' 

starting right fielder landed on the 10-day disabled list with a right oblique strain, retroactive to Friday. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said Calhoun suffered the injury while working in the batting cage during the 

club's series in Detroit earlier this week, prompting the Angels to keep him out of the lineup for 

Friday's 6-0 win over the Rangers. There is currently no timetable for Calhoun's return, though Scioscia 

said "he definitely needs the 10 days." 
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"He had a little tightness on his right side as we were getting out of Detroit," Scioscia said. "Just going to 

shut things down for a while until he can get over this bout." 

Calhoun, 30, was batting just .145 with a .374 OPS in 50 games this season, but he has saved the Angels 

on multiple occasions with his Gold Glove-caliber defense in right field. His seven outfield assists are tied 

for the most in the Majors this year. 

Asked if Calhoun could potentially benefit from some time off, Scioscia said, "Maybe, but that's not the 

way you want to get your break." 

Michael Hermosillo was recalled from Triple-A Salt Lake to replace Calhoun on the roster, and he 

started in right field Saturday against the Rangers. Hermosillo went 2-for-6 over four games in his first 

stint with the Angels last month and is batting .265 with an .865 OPS and seven home runs in 40 games 

with Salt Lake this year. 

With infielder Zack Cozart still nursing a strained left forearm, the Angels also called up utility man Kaleb 

Cowart and optioned right-hander Jaime Barria. Cozart was out of the lineup for the third consecutive 

game Saturday, though Scioscia said he is improving and remains day to day. 

"No doubt we need some coverage in the infield," Scioscia said. "Zack making a lot of progress, but we 

were short last night. Kaleb has played six positions down there. His versatility is important." 

Barria was sent down for the fourth time this season despite firing six shutout innings against the 

Rangers on Friday. Barria has logged a 2.48 ERA over 36 1/3 innings, but with an off-day on Thursday, 

the Angels won't need a sixth starter until June 12 in Seattle at the earliest. The 21-year-old rookie will 

be eligible to return from the Minors at that point. 

"It's tough, but there's a couple things to keep in mind," Scioscia said. "This is a very young pitcher. I 

think his confidence is very high. No doubt about making sure he's strong for the whole season. And if 

you look at our schedule, we would be pushing some guys back so far, it would become disruptive. We'd 

all be best served to have Jaime go down and get his work in, then come back, and we have a day 

targeted." 

Shoemaker update 

After two months of uncertainty, Matt Shoemaker finally received some clarity on the status of his 

injured right forearm. Shoemaker underwent exploratory surgery with Dr. Steve Shin in Los Angeles on 

Tuesday, which led to the discovery of a torn pronator teres tendon. The damaged tendon had not 

shown up on any of the tests the Angels had put Shoemaker through, but Shin was able to repair it 

during the surgery. 

"He saw that my pronator teres tendon was split right down the middle," Shoemaker said. "After all 

that, the exploratory procedure found that. He said that's not normal. He's never seen that before. And 

it was right where my symptoms of pain are." 
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The Angels had been trying to identify the source of Shoemaker's forearm discomfort since he landed on 

the disabled list on April 3, even sending him to a specialist in St. Louis, who ruled out a nerve issue. 

"I'm really thankful we went in and did the exploratory procedure, because we would have never found 

this if we hadn't," Shoemaker said. "That's nice to have that answer. That's very encouraging, especially 

with the last two months of being unknown." 

Shoemaker said he expects to begin a throwing progression in six weeks, which should give him enough 

time to return in 2018. 

Angels honor Pujols 

Before Saturday's game between the Angels and Rangers, Scioscia was asked what he would give a guy 

who has collected 3,000 hits and 600 home runs in his career. The question was a reference to Albert 

Pujols, who the Angels recognized for reaching 3,000 hits during a pregame ceremony at Angel Stadium. 

"I'm not privy to that," Scioscia said. "But knowing Albert, I think a handshake and congratulations is 

enough." 

The Angels, of course, had a much larger gift in mind for Pujols, one that was unveiled three hours later 

by owner Arte Moreno. Moreno presented Pujols with a portrait made of approximately 9,858 screws, 

the number of at-bats the 38-year-old slugger needed to reach 3,000 hits. 

Pujols collected the milestone hit off Mariners right-hander Mike Leake on May 4 in Seattle, becoming 

the 32nd member of the illustrious club. He is only the fourth player to record 3,000 hits and 600 home 

runs, joining Hank Aaron, Willie Mays and Alex Rodriguez. 

Hall of Famer Rod Carew, the only other player to reach 3,000 hits as an Angel, was on hand for the 

ceremony, along with Pujols' wife, Deidre, and their five kids: Isabella, Sophia, Esther, A.J. and Ezra. 

The pregame celebration ended with Pujols throwing out the ceremonial first pitch to Rangers third 

baseman Adrian Beltre. Pujols and Beltre are the only Dominican-born members of the 3,000-hit club. 

"It means a lot because he's one of the top players we have in our country," Beltre said Friday. "We're all 

proud of what he's done, the way he's carried our flag. Not only is he a good player, but he's a good 

human being." 

 

Kids take field at Angels’ Pitch, Hit & Run event 

By Avery Yang 

ANAHEIM -- Two dozen baseball and softball players, ages 7-14, took the field at Angel Stadium on 

Saturday, most for the first time in their lives, as Scotts Major League Baseball Pitch, Hit & Run event 

afforded them the opportunity to do so. 
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The day's festivities started with hacks at the tee, three apiece, which then progressed into a pitching 

competition. Competitors were given six pitches to hit the strike zone as many times as they could. The 

finale of the three-part tournament had the participants run from a makeshift second base to third, and 

then home. 

Each competitor won a local qualifier to earn a spot in Saturday's tournament. The Top 3 players from 

each division are eligible to advance to the national finals, which will be held at Nationals Park during 

All-Star Week. 

"The cool part about this is getting the experience of participating on a Major League baseball field, 

where the big leaguers play," said Bennett Mayfield, the Pitch, Hit & Run headquarters representative. 

"It's obviously very unique, and the kids seem to love it. But the parents seem to love it, as well. It's a 

great experience overall." 

There were eight winners in total, one from each age group. Micayla Johnson-Byrd, the winner of the 

Softball 13/14 Division age group, said that the experience of being on a field where Major Leaguers play 

was her favorite part of the festivities. 

"Adrenaline," Johnson-Byrd said. "I was definitely nervous and excited, seeing the stands, seeing 

everybody, how big it is." 

Malakye Matsumoto, winner of the Baseball 9/10 Division age group, felt the same way -- that playing at 

Angel Stadium was the formative part of the program. 

"It was such an incredible experience," Matsumoto said. "The grass was perfect, it was everything you 

would imagine." 

The Pitch, Hit & Run tournament, which will take place at all 30 MLB parks in the coming weeks, is part 

of a 22-year program that features 650,000 participants per year. Among the big leaguers who have 

competed in the past are Eric Hosmer of the Padres, J.P. Crawford and Rhys Hoskins of the Phillies 

and Jakob Junis of the Royals. 

For their efforts, the 24 competitors and their families received tickets to Saturday's Angels game 

against the Rangers. 

Results: 

Softball 

7/8 Division: 1. Makayla Salcedo (Hacienda Heights, Calif.) 2. Verina Ramirez (Indio, Calif.) 3. McKenzie 

Francisco (Laguna Niguel, Calif.) 

9/10 Division: 1. Sloan Lorenzo (Aliso Viejo, Calif.) 2. Abby Luis (Redondo Beach, Calif.) 3. Yasmine Lopez 

(Menifee, Calif.) 
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11/12 Division: 1. Kayden Connaty (Garden Grove, Calif.) 2. Keira Czochanski (Aliso Viejo, Calif.) 3. Kaylee 

Pitts (Ontario, Calif.) 

13/14 Division: 1. Micayla Johnson-Byrd (Hemet, Calif.) 2. Anne-Marie Maden (Redondo Beach, Calif.) 3. 

Yasmin De La Rosa (Rosemead, Calif.) 

Baseball 

7/8 Division: 1. John Brande (Palm Desert, Calif.) 2. Maverick Medina (Chino Hills, Calif.) 3. Blake Ely 

(Torrance, Calif.) 

9/10 Division: 1. Malakye Matsumoto (Los Angeles, Calif.) 2. Vaughn Sharp (Yorba Linda, Calif.) 3. 

Brendan Stahl (Highland, Calif.) 

11/12 Division: 1. Jared Galang (Torrance, Calif.) 2. Carter Chi (Cerritos, Calif.) 3. Jonathan Van Ness 

(Yorba Linda, Calif.) 

13/14 Division: 1. Olin Snakenborg (Torrance, Calif.) 2. Steven Gandara (Menifee, Calif.) 3. Nicholas 

Hernandez (Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.) 

 

                 FROM MLB.COM       

Banister downplays Friday’s dustup with Angels 

DeShields moved to No. 9 in Rangers' lineup; Andrus progressing 

By T.R. Sullivan 

ANAHEIM -- Rangers manager Jeff Banister was asked before Saturday's game against the Angels if he 

expected any hard feelings from Los Angeles over the game-ending play Friday night, when Rougned 

Odor spiked shortstop Andrelton Simmons trying to break up a double play. 

"I don't concern myself with that, and they don't either," Banister said. 

Banister added one retort. 

"But our shortstop is getting close," Banister said. "How long has he been out? Our shortstop is getting 

close." 

Banister was referring to shortstop Elvis Andrus, who has been out since April 11 with a fractured right 

elbow. He was hit by a pitch thrown by Angels reliever Keynan Middleton. Banister has never suggested 

the plunking was deliberate. He was making it clear that if the Rangers don't hold a grudge, neither 

should the Angels. Simmons was in the Angels' lineup on Saturday. 
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"I just trying to play the game hard," Odor said. "I don't try to play the game dirty. I play second base. I 

know what is dirty and what is not dirty. That's why I was surprised he was mad. For me, it was not 

dirty." 

DeShields moved down in lineup 

Delino DeShields has been dropped from the leadoff spot, but it doesn't drastically change the structure 

of the Rangers' lineup. 

DeShields was moved to the ninth spot for Saturday's game against the Angels, and everybody else just 

moved up in the order. That means DeShields is still hitting in front of Shin-Soo Choo, Jurickson 

Profar and Nomar Mazara. He is just doing it one less time. 

"We have done this with Delino before when he has gotten into a situation like this," Banister said. 

"Every spot in the lineup comes with its own representation. We are going to back him off and let him 

exhale." 

The Rangers also activated center fielder Carlos Tocci off the disabled list, but the plan is not for him to 

take DeShields' place. 

"Taking Delino out of the lineup is not an option I like," Banister said. "He is playing solid defense and 

still creating run-scoring opportunities when he is on base. This is just an opportunity to let him breathe 

a little bit." 

DeShields went into Saturday hitting .133 with a .217 on-base percentage in his last 21 games. Prior to 

that, he was hitting .313 with a .395 on-base percentage in 17 games after being activated from the 

disabled list on April 22. 

"I'm missing pitches I should hit," DeShields said. "It's my timing, that's all this is. It is a matter of trusting 

what I have been doing, trust the process and have fun." 

Minor's start pushed back 

The Rangers are pushing Mike Minor back in the rotation. He was scheduled to pitch on Wednesday 

against the Athletics, but has been pushed back to Saturday against the Astros. 

Bartolo Colon will start on four days' rest against the Athletics. The move also allows Cole Hamels to 

pitch Thursday and Doug Fister on Friday against the Astros on four days' rest. 

Minor, who pitched Wednesday against the Mariners, is being moved back as part of the Rangers' 

continuing effort to give him extra rest whenever possible. He missed all of 2015 and '16 with a shoulder 

injury and was used as a reliever by the Royals last season. He has a 6.00 ERA in three starts on four 

days' rest this season and a 3.63 ERA on five days' rest. However, in four starts with more than five days' 

rest, he has an 8.05 ERA. 
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"When you look at the pace of innings that he is on, there is nothing physical," Banister said. "This is just 

an opportunity to manage his innings." 

Rangers beat 

• Andrus is indeed getting close. He is hitting soft-toss and is hoping to be cleared on Tuesday to take 

full batting practice. He will be examined by Dr. Keith Meister, and Andrus is also hoping to be cleared to 

do full throwing. 

• Outfielder Eliezer Alvarez has cleared outright waivers and been assigned to Double-A Frisco. He was 

designated for assignment Tuesday to make room on the 40-man roster for pitcher Ricardo Rodriguez. 

• Reliever Chris Martin turned 32 on Saturday. 

 

5 clubs that have had the most 1st-round success 

By Andrew Simon 

To say the Draft is an inexact science for Major League teams would be an understatement. Of course, 

that uncertainty is part of what makes it so compelling. 

And if a franchise is able to bunch together a few strong picks first-round picks, the payoff can be huge. 

That's one way a championship team is built. 

With the 2018 Draft beginning on Monday (6 p.m. ET on MLB Network and MLB.com), we looked back 

at first-round results in the 30-team era, going back to when expansion Arizona and Tampa Bay 

participated for the first time in 1996. While the opening round can include extra compensation picks, 

only top 30 selections who subsequently signed with that team were included in the research. 

Obviously, not many players from the past few Drafts have established themselves in the Majors yet, 

but a 21-year sample from 1996-2016 (no one from last year's Draft has reached the big leagues yet) still 

provides a meaningful look at the event's challenges and rewards. During that time, clubs signed 608 of 

those top 30 picks, less than half of whom have produced a positive career Wins Above 

Replacement (WAR) total according to Baseball-Reference.com, through May 22. Just 56 of those (9.2 

percent) have reached the 20-WAR plateau thus far, and 11 have made it to 50 WAR. 

Of course, over the years, some teams have fared better than others at turning high Draft picks into 

productive Major Leaguers. Here is a look at the five best of those -- in terms of total WAR -- plus a few 

more who appear to be on the rise: 

1. Philadelphia Phillies: 181.4 WAR 

15 picks (average slot of 14th), 8 with positive WAR 

Chase Utley and Cole Hamels became franchise cornerstones. Those two, along with Pat Burrell, Brett 

Myers and Adam Eaton (the pitcher) had prominent roles on the Phillies' 2008 World Series 
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championship team. Hamels ('02) remains the club's most recent pick to return significant value, 

but Aaron Nola has been one of the top pitchers in the National League this season. It remains to be 

seen if J.P. Crawford and Mickey Moniak (the top overall pick in 2016) will also help form the core of the 

future in Philly. 

2. Oakland Athletics: 171.8 WAR 

26 picks (average slot of 19th), 14 with positive WAR 

Mark Mulder and Barry Zito, two-thirds of the team's "Big Three" starting pitchers, were first-rounders. 

Eric Chavez, Joe Blanton and Nick Swisher also played major roles for Oakland. The well dried up a bit 

after 2003, however, aside from Sonny Gray and Addison Russell, who was traded to the Cubs as a 

prospect. Slick-fielding third baseman Matt Chapman (2014) has produced about 6 WAR in less than a 

full season's worth of games, but losing promising left-hander A.J. Puk ('16) to Tommy John surgery this 

spring was a big blow. 

3. Arizona D-backs: 163.7 WAR 

21 picks (average slot of 16th), 13 with positive WAR 

This placement comes with no shortage of frustration, considering that Arizona's most productive 

pick, Max Scherzer, blossomed after being traded. Justin Upton and Trevor Bauer also are starring for 

other clubs now, and A.J. Pollock (a free agent at season's end) has seen a productive career (19.6 WAR) 

interrupted by frequent injuries. While Archie Bradley has found success in the Majors, he's done so as 

a reliever, and 2015 No. 1 overall selection Dansby Swanson was dealt away that same year. 

4. Los Angeles Angels: 155.7 WAR 

18 picks (average slot of 19th), 9 with positive WAR 

Troy Glaus, the No. 3 overall pick in 1997, was named Most Valuable Player when the Halos beat the 

Giants in the 2002 World Series. Jered Weaver developed into the club's ace, twice finishing in the top 

three for the American League Cy Young Award voting. And in Mike Trout, the Angels landed a player 

who is already sixth in career WAR among all the top-30 picks from 1996-present, despite being drafted 

in 2009. The organization's most promising pick since Trout, left-hander Sean Newcomb, came up with 

the Braves after going to Atlanta in the Andrelton Simmons trade. 

5. Minnesota Twins: 153.3 WAR 

23 picks (average slot of 15th), 13 with positive WAR 

The Twins hit it big with 2001 No. 1 overall pick Joe Mauer, who has provided more than 50 WAR and 

remains with the team. Michael Cuddyer, Denard Span, Matt Garza and Glen Perkins all enjoyed their 

share of big league success as well. Byron Buxton (No. 2 overall, 2012) anchors the organization's more 

recent picks, with more help potentially on the way from the likes of prospects such as Nick Gordon. 

ON THE RISE 

Washington Nationals (119.4 WAR) 

The franchise's late years in Montreal produced little. But Ryan Zimmerman (2005) became a franchise 

cornerstone, and Stephen Strasburg ('09), Bryce Harper ('10) and Anthony Rendon ('12) -- all top-six 

selections -- are stars in their primes. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605400/aaron-nola
http://m.mlb.com/player/641487/jp-crawford
http://m.mlb.com/player/430599/joe-blanton
http://m.mlb.com/player/430897/nick-swisher
http://m.mlb.com/player/543243/sonny-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/608365/addison-russell
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/640462/aj-puk
http://m.mlb.com/player/453286/max-scherzer
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/545333/trevor-bauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/605151/archie-bradley
http://m.mlb.com/player/621020/dansby-swanson
http://m.mlb.com/player/450308/jered-weaver
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/656794/sean-newcomb
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/408045/joe-mauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/490063/matt-garza
http://m.mlb.com/player/621439/byron-buxton
http://m.mlb.com/player/624503/nick-gordon
http://m.mlb.com/player/475582/ryan-zimmerman
http://m.mlb.com/player/544931/stephen-strasburg
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
http://m.mlb.com/player/543685/anthony-rendon
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Houston Astros (120.3 WAR) 

George Springer (2011), Carlos Correa ('12) and Alex Bregman ('15) were key players in last year's 

championship run and could help the Astros repeat. Kyle Tucker ('13) and Forrest Whitley ('16) are top 

prospects leading the next wave to Houston. 

Chicago Cubs (92.7 WAR) 

Kris Bryant (No. 2 overall in 2013) is already close to being the club's most productive top-30 pick of this 

period. Javier Baez ('11), Albert Almora Jr. ('12), Kyle Schwarber ('14) and Ian Happ ('15) are all 

contributing to the big league club as well. 

The 2018 Draft will take place Monday through Wednesday, beginning with the Draft preview show on 

MLB Network and MLB.com at 6 p.m on Monday. MLB Network will broadcast the first 43 picks (Round 

1 and Competitive Balance Round A), while MLB.com will stream all 78 picks on Day 1. MLB.com will also 

provide live pick-by-pick coverage of Rounds 3-10 on Day 2, with a preview show beginning at 12:30 

p.m. ET. Then, Rounds 11-40 can be heard live on MLB.com on Day 3, beginning at noon ET. 

Go to MLB.com/draft to see the Top 200 Prospects list, mock drafts from MLB Pipeline analysts Jim 

Callis and Jonathan Mayo, the Draft Tracker, the complete order of selection and more. And 

follow @MLBDraft on Twitter to see what Draft hopefuls, clubs and experts are saying. 

 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

After two injury plagued seasons, Garrett Richards finally finding the right stuff 

for the Angels 

By Steve Dilbeck 

This is how the Angels envisioned it would be all along: Garrett Richards in command on the mound, his 

fastball moving, his curve biting, and leaving hitters shaking their heads. 

When righty Jered Weaver began to show signs of wear and tear as the Angels ace, Richards emerged as 

his heir apparent. By the end of 2015, he had gone a combined 28-16 with a 3.18 ERA in two seasons, 

and was named the opening day start the next year. 

Six games into the 2016 season, however, Richards was diagnosed with a torn ligament in his right 

elbow, and opted to have stem-cell therapy instead of Tommy John surgery. When he came back last 

year, he strained his right bicep in his first start and missed almost the entire season, making just five 

more starts. 

So, the wait for Richards the Great continued. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543807/george-springer
http://m.mlb.com/player/621043/carlos-correa
http://m.mlb.com/player/608324/alex-bregman
http://m.mlb.com/player/663656/kyle-tucker
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/595879/javier-baez
http://m.mlb.com/player/546991/albert-almora-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/656941/kyle-schwarber
http://m.mlb.com/player/664023/ian-happ
https://www.mlb.com/news/5-mlb-teams-with-most-1st-round-draft-success/MLB.com/draft
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=draft
https://www.mlb.com/draft/tracker/
https://twitter.com/MLBDraft
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In his May 27 outing against the Yankees, Richards was hammered by the Bronx Bombers for the second 

time this season, giving up three earned runs and five walks in a 3-1 loss. On Saturday night against the 

Rangers, however, it was the Richards the Angels had been counting on. The one with the dynamic stuff, 

full of promise. The one who has placed his injury woes behind him. 

After giving up a single to Shin-Soo Choo on the game’s first pitch, Richards proceeded to retire the next 

17 batters, nine by strikeout. 

“He was battling every pitch, throwing 98, sliders, screwballs, stuff that you can’t do anything about,” 

said Rangers first baseman Ronald Guzman. “You just have to tip your cap. He’s throwing sliders down 

and in, throwing curveballs outside, two-seamers with movement. You can’t do anything about it.” 

It was probably the best game Richards has thrown since 2015, and one that offered much needed hope 

for an Angels team devoid of a true ace. All that marred his effort was the bullpen surrendering a 2-1 

lead in the ninth, leading to a 3-2 win for Texas in the 10th. 

Still, Richards (4-4) went seven innings, allowing only one unearned run and the one hit. 

“That’s as well as you can throw the ball,” said Angels manager Mike Scioscia. 

In his last four home starts, Richards has gone 2-1 with a 1.04 ERA and 25 strikeouts in 26 innings. No 

start, however, was as impressive as Saturday’s. 

“Richards, he was nails,” said Rangers manager Jeff Banister. “I mean, the combination of pitches he 

threw out there tonight made it extremely challenging for all of our hitters.” 

Richards, 29, acknowledged it was his best effort of the season, though he maintains it wasn’t because 

of any great changes he made to his delivery or pitches. 

“Just going right at guys, not thinking too much,” Richards said. “Trying to get strike one early on, trying 

to get some command counts, pitch in the bottom of the zone and make guys hit my pitch. 

“It was a good one to build off. Especially after what happened in New York. Just getting down to some 

basic simple stuff.” 

The 6’ 3” right-hander said his biggest adjustment was simply mental. 

“My stuff has been the same for seven years,” said Richards. “It’s just getting back in the zone and 

competing, and not trying to nitpick too much. Just going right at guys.” 

Now the Angels will wait to see if his effort can carry over into his next start. 

“He was right on with everything he was doing,” Scioscia said. “He mixed his pitches up, he got the ball 

and was decisive. That’s a strong game.” 
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Video replay overcomes youthful aggression as Rangers steal one in Anaheim 

By Fabian Ardaya 

In a span of about three seconds, Angels manager Mike Scioscia’s expression displayed every possible 
human emotion imaginable. 

As the four umpires, headed by crew chief Fieldin Culbreth, huddled to overhear a conversation from 
the replay center in New York, he showed anxiety, hoping that the decision would end the game in his 
favor. When Culbreth signaled out, it was elation, as Scioscia clapped his hands and let out a brief shout. 
Then Culbreath, and home plate umpire CB Bucknor beside him, signaled that the game was, indeed, 
tied. There stood Scioscia, arms outstretched, in a mix of shock and brief agony. 

In the Rangers dugout down the first-base line, Carlos Tocci probably felt something, too. Relief. 

With runners on the corners and one out in a then-2-1 ballgame, Rangers manager Jeff Banister inserted 
Tocci as a pinch-runner at first base for Nomar Mazara. Adrián Beltré cracked a ball to left, deep enough 
to score Jurickson Profar from third base with ease. Tocci said he heard the signal from first-base coach 
Steve Buechele to break for second, drawing a throw. Tocci saw a window for something more, and was 
tagged out by second baseman Ian Kinsler just as Profar was crossing home plate. 

Second base, the home to the drama at the end of Friday night’s 6-0 Angels victory, again took center 
stage. 

“The coach sent me, but I knew it was something where I had to look at the play in front of me and and 
be able to stop,” Tocci said in Spanish. “Yes, the coach sent me. I was just trying to find a way to get into 
scoring position, but the tying run was trying to score and I could’ve stopped. But by then, it was too 
late.” 

The umpires originally ruled that Tocci was tagged out at second base before Profar touched home 
plate, thus ending the inning, and with it the game, before the tying run could score. The Angels lined up 
for high-áfives, celebrating a victory. An overturned call and a Ronald Guzmán go-ahead RBI single later, 
they were losers, 3-2, in 10 innings. 

“It was close, for sure,” said Mike Trout, standing in center field on the play. “I didn’t see a replay. The 
one on the board wasn’t clear. It was bang-bang.” 

Scioscia, baffled in the moment after getting deked to believe he’d secured a victory, instead found 
himself discussing a defeat. 

“It’s a timing play,” Scioscia said. “They got the call right.” 

“Good job on the replay,” Banister said, after his 46th successful challenge in 116 attempts as a 
manager. 
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Good job as well by Tocci, he said. A swim move attempt at the end of his slide into second base delayed 
Kinsler from being able to apply the tag, unknowingly allowing Profar to score just in time and knot up 
the game. 

The Rangers fourth-year manager attributed the faux pas to an error in youth, lamenting putting a 
young player such as Tocci, a rookie, in a position like that. 

“It’s a big learning moment for a young baserunner,” Banister said. “In that situation, there’s no chance 
to throw the runner out at the plate. Profar was going to have that one, easy. There’s not a throw that 
could’ve had a play. It’s a heads-up, stop when you see the throw get to second base, and retreat (for 
Tocci). You can bluff run there to draw the throw, but obviously he’s got to get back.” 

Tocci believed he was sent, but acknowledged that he saw the play developing in front of him at second 
base and should have stopped after a brief bluff down the line to draw a throw. He called the endeavor, 
“too aggressive,” in Spanish, but repeated the fact that he thought he could get to the base. He couldn’t, 
with only the slide even making the play close. 

“No, I didn’t see where (Profar) was,” Tocci said, looking back on the play. “My entire focus was to try to 
get to second base, but I didn’t realize where Profar was. 

“If I could’ve stopped, I would. I need to make sure the run scores before I make a play.” 

Banister held that Tocci did not receive a signal to head towards second base from Buechele. 

“It was just a situation where a young guy just has got to be heads up,” Banister said. “That one’s on me. 
I put a young guy in that situation. He was aggressive, and it obviously turned out very well for us but a 
learning moment for him and every other baserunner.” 

By a half-second, and a little bit of replay magic, the Rangers found a way to steal one. The Angels, as 
close to inches away from victory as one could get, will be left grasping for answers. 

“On a night where you only have one hit going into the ninth, and you come away with it, it’s just a great 
baseball game,” Banister said. 

 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Odor dives home in 10th to lift Rangers over Angels 3-2 

By Jill Painter Lopez 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Rougned Odor keeps finding himself at the center of critical moments, and Los 
Angeles Angels fans keep finding him with their jeers. 
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It worked out a little better for the Texas Rangers’ fiery second baseman Saturday night. 

Odor beat a throw home by left fielder Justin Upton on Ronald Guzman’s single in the 10th inning, lifting 
Texas over the Angels 3-2. 

Odor singled with one out in the 10th and later dashed in from second on Guzman’s grounded single 
into left, diving around catcher Martin Maldonado for the go-ahead run. Odor was booed as he 
celebrated a night after his hard slide into second base cut shortstop Andrelton Simmons and led to a 
benches-clearing incident. 

“(Odor) was running about as fast as he could,” manager Jeff Banister said. “Just a great game all 
around.” 

The game went to extra innings after an unusual play allowed Texas to tie it in the ninth. With runners at 
the corners and one out, Adrian Beltre hit a fly ball to deep left field. Jurickson Profar tagged up from 
third, and so did pinch runner Carlos Tocci at first. Upton caught the ball and threw to second base, and 
his throw beat Tocci for the final out of the inning. 

Stadium fireworks went off and some employees ran onto the field believing the game was over before 
a replay review determined that Profar touched home before Tocci was tagged out, tying the game at 2 
heading to the bottom of the inning. 

“That’s a timing play. They got the call right,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “The runner was 
tagging. You’ve got to get that putout at second before he touches the plate. If he touches the plate 
first, then that run counts.” 

Mike Trout was a double shy of the cycle. Trout’s solo home run — his 19th of the season — gave the 
Angels a 1-0 lead. Trout also stole his 13th base. 

Texas left-hander Cole Hamels also pitched well, save for the two homers he gave up. He allowed two 
runs on five hits in seven innings. He struck out eight but didn’t figure into the decision. 

Jake Diekman (1-0) got the win for the Rangers. Alvarez (2-2) gave up Guzman’s hit and took the loss. 

Ian Kinsler hit a solo home run off Hamels in the sixth inning to homer in back-to-back games. He’s hit in 
six consecutive games. 

Garrett Richards threw a gem and bounced back from a rough outing in his previous start in which he 
walked five. He allowed one hit and one unearned run, struck out nine and walked one, the last batter 
he faced. He had his best stuff of the season. The Angels struck out a combined 13 batters and allowed a 
combined one hit through eight innings but the Rangers were able to win. 

Odor was booed during all of his at-bats. On the last play of Friday’s game, the benches cleared as Odor 
slid in an attempt to break up a double play and caught Simmons with his spikes, causing a gash. 

3,000 REASONS TO CELEBRATE 
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Albert Pujols was honored before the game for his 3,000-hit milestone. 

Hall of Famer Rod Carew, another member of the 3,000-hit club, spoke at the ceremony. Pujols then 
threw the game’s ceremonial first pitch to Rangers third baseman Beltre, a good friend of Pujols’ and 
another member of the 3,000-hit club. 

Angels owner Arte Moreno presented Pujols with a large artist rendering of Pujols, made of 
approximately 9,858 nails, which represents the number of at-bats it took Pujols to reach 3,000 hits. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: OF Kole Calhoun (right oblique strain) was placed on the 10-day disabled list after being out of 
the lineup the last two days ... RHP Matt Shoemaker (surgery on right forearm) said his Tuesday surgery 
was to repair the pronator teres tendon, which was split. He can resume throwing in six weeks ... INF 
Zack Cozart (tightness left forearm) took some swings in the batting cage Tuesday. He was out of the 
starting lineup for a fourth straight game but is expected back soon. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: RHP Doug Fister (1-5, 4.09) is winless in his five road starts but has the AL’s fifth-lowest ERA 
(2.12) on the road. The 34-year-old was signed by the Angels last year but released one month later 
without having pitched in a major league game. 

Angels LHP Tyler Skaggs (3-4), 3.60) is 3-2 with a 6.00 ERA in his nine career starts against Texas. He 
allowed just one earned run on five hits in five innings to earn the win against the Rangers on April 10. 

 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

Angels look to get going at home vs. Rangers 

If the Los Angeles Angels fail to build on their strong start to the season and miss the playoffs for a fourth 
consecutive year, they might look back on their poor results at home. 

By STATS 

If the Los Angeles Angels fail to build on their strong start to the season and miss the playoffs for a 
fourth consecutive year, they might look back on their poor results at home. 

After blowing a ninth-inning lead on Saturday night against the visiting Texas Rangers, the Angels are 13-
18 at Angel Stadium heading into their series finale on Sunday. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TEX/texas-rangers
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The Angels (31-28) are one of seven teams in the American League with a winning record, but the only 
one from that group under .500 at home. 

The Angels, who started this season a franchise-best 13-3, will try to improve their home mark against 
Texas right-hander Doug Fister, who is winless in his past nine starts, but has sprinkled in enough quality 
outings to show he deserves better. 

Fister (1-5, 4.09) shut out the Chicago White Sox for seven innings on May 17 and left with a 1-0 lead, 
but the bullpen gave up four runs in the eighth in the 4-2 loss. 

After a rough outing against the New York Yankees six days later, Fister held the Seattle Mariners to two 
runs and six hits over six innings on Monday but took the loss in the 2-1 defeat. 

Texas (25-36) has been held to two runs or fewer in four of Fister's past five outings, but he said he'll 
always pitch as if it's a 0-0 game. 

"I've got to go out there and do my job and put up a zero regardless of what the offense is doing or not 
doing," he told reporters after he latest start. "For me, I always have the same mindset. We could be up 
10 or down 10, I've got the same job to do. It doesn't change." 

The Angels signed Fister to a minor-league deal early last season, but he never appeared with the major 
league club before asking for his release from Triple-A Salt Lake about a month later. 

He's 3-5 in his career against Los Angeles with a 3.03 ERA in 14 starts. He faced them on April 9 in Texas 
and gave up three runs and six hits in five innings. He took the loss in the 8-3 defeat. 

Fister doesn't figure to alter his approach based on that performance. 

"Scouting reports don't do a whole lot for me," Fister said. "It's more of what do I do, and what do I do 
well, which is stick with it. We've had a great team here and I've got to utilize the defense." 

The Angels are 3-6 in their last nine games after wasting a big night from Mike Trout, who hit his 19th 
homer and fell a double shy of the cycle. 

Los Angeles left-hander Tyler Skaggs (3-4, 3.60) is winless in his past six starts. He is 0-3 with a 4.13 ERA 
in those starts. 

He is coming off his roughest outing of that stretch, giving up five runs and six hits in five innings of a 9-3 
loss at the Detroit Tigers on Monday. The big blow was a grand slam by catcher James McCann in the 
third inning. 

"One bad pitch, that's been the story of my season," Skaggs told reporters afterward. 

Skaggs has allowed seven of his eight homers during his winless skid, which started with a 2-1 loss to the 
New York Yankees on April 29. 
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Skaggs earned one of his wins this season against the Rangers on April 10, allowing one run and five hits 
in five innings of an 11-1 win in Texas. 

Otherwise, he's struggled against the Rangers, owning a 3-2 mark and 6.00 ERA in nine starts. 

One player for Texas he hasn't had difficulty getting out is second baseman Rougned Odor, who's 0-for-
11 in his career against Skaggs. 

 

Odor dives home in 10th to lift Rangers over Angels 3-2 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) Rougned Odor keeps finding himself at the center of critical moments, and Los 
Angeles Angels fans keep finding him with their jeers. 

By STATS 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) Rougned Odor keeps finding himself at the center of critical moments, and Los 
Angeles Angels fans keep finding him with their jeers. 

It worked out a little better for the Texas Rangers' fiery second baseman Saturday night. 

Odor beat a throw home by left fielder Justin Upton on Ronald Guzman's single in the 10th inning, lifting 
Texas over the Angels 3-2. 

Odor singled with one out in the 10th and later dashed in from second on Guzman's grounded single 
into left, diving around catcher Martin Maldonado for the go-ahead run. Odor was booed as he 
celebrated a night after his hard slide into second base cut shortstop Andrelton Simmons and led to a 
benches-clearing incident. 

''(Odor) was running about as fast as he could,'' manager Jeff Banister said. ''Just a great game all 
around.'' 

The game went to extra innings after an unusual play allowed Texas to tie it in the ninth. With runners at 
the corners and one out, Adrian Beltre hit a fly ball to deep left field. Jurickson Profar tagged up from 
third, and so did pinch runner Carlos Tocci at first. Upton caught the ball and threw to second base, and 
his throw beat Tocci for the final out of the inning. 

Stadium fireworks went off and some employees ran onto the field believing the game was over before 
a replay review determined that Profar touched home before Tocci was tagged out, tying the game at 2 
heading to the bottom of the inning. 

''That's a timing play. They got the call right,'' Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. ''The runner was 
tagging. You've got to get that putout at second before he touches the plate. If he touches the plate 
first, then that run counts.'' 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TEX/texas-rangers
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Mike Trout was a double shy of the cycle. Trout's solo home run - his 19th of the season - gave the 
Angels a 1-0 lead. Trout also stole his 13th base. 

Texas left-hander Cole Hamels also pitched well, save for the two homers he gave up. He allowed two 
runs on five hits in seven innings. He struck out eight but didn't figure into the decision. 

Jake Diekman (1-0) got the win for the Rangers. Alvarez (2-2) gave up Guzman's hit and took the loss. 

Ian Kinsler hit a solo home run off Hamels in the sixth inning to homer in back-to-back games. He's hit in 
six consecutive games. 

Garrett Richards threw a gem and bounced back from a rough outing in his previous start in which he 
walked five. He allowed one hit and one unearned run, struck out nine and walked one, the last batter 
he faced. He had his best stuff of the season. The Angels struck out a combined 13 batters and allowed a 
combined one hit through eight innings but the Rangers were able to win. 

Odor was booed during all of his at-bats. On the last play of Friday's game, the benches cleared as Odor 
slid in an attempt to break up a double play and caught Simmons with his spikes, causing a gash. 

3,000 REASONS TO CELEBRATE 

Albert Pujols was honored before the game for his 3,000-hit milestone. 

Hall of Famer Rod Carew, another member of the 3,000-hit club, spoke at the ceremony. Pujols then 
threw the game's ceremonial first pitch to Rangers third baseman Beltre, a good friend of Pujols' and 
another member of the 3,000-hit club. 

Angels owner Arte Moreno presented Pujols with a large artist rendering of Pujols, made of 
approximately 9,858 nails, which represents the number of at-bats it took Pujols to reach 3,000 hits. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: OF Kole Calhoun (right oblique strain) was placed on the 10-day disabled list after being out of 
the lineup the last two days ... RHP Matt Shoemaker (surgery on right forearm) said his Tuesday surgery 
was to repair the pronator teres tendon, which was split. He can resume throwing in six weeks ... INF 
Zack Cozart (tightness left forearm) took some swings in the batting cage Tuesday. He was out of the 
starting lineup for a fourth straight game but is expected back soon. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: RHP Doug Fister (1-5, 4.09) is winless in his five road starts but has the AL's fifth-lowest ERA 
(2.12) on the road. The 34-year-old was signed by the Angels last year but released one month later 
without having pitched in a major league game. 

Angels LHP Tyler Skaggs (3-4), 3.60) is 3-2 with a 6.00 ERA in his nine career starts against Texas. He 
allowed just one earned run on five hits in five innings to earn the win against the Rangers on April 10. 
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       FROM LARRY BROWN SPORTS      

Rangers manager throws shade at Angels over Rougned Odor incident 

By Darryn Albert 

Friday night saw tempers flare between a pair of AL West division rivals, and now Jeff Banister is fanning 
the flames a little bit. 

During the Los Angeles Angels 6-0 win over the Texas Rangers in their series opener, Rangers infielder 
Rougned Odor spiked Angels counterpart Andrelton Simmons as he tried to break up a double play with 
a slide on the final play of the game. Odor’s slide seemed intentional, or at the very least reckless, and 
Simmons had some words for him, which led to both benches emptying. 

The two teams would meet again on Saturday, and before the game, Banister, the Rangers manager, 
was asked about the incident. Banister replied that the Angels had no reason to still be mad and 
referenced a play back in April when Rangers shortstop Elvis Andrus fractured his elbow on a hit-by-
pitch from Angels reliever Keynan Middleton and missed several weeks. Here is what Banister had to 
say, per Jeff Wilson of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram: 

The bad blood between the two sides here is obvious. But Banister is equating a seemingly unintentional 
hit-by-pitch (a fairly common occurrence in baseball) with a very likely deliberate action by Odor, which 
is problematic. 

In any case though, the Rangers and Angels had history even prior to the Andrus incident, and it is clear 
that there is zero love lost between them. 

 

                 FROM THE SPORTING NEWS      

Rougned Odor’s slide into Andrelton Simmons brings Anthony Rizzo play to 

mind 

By Tom Gatto 

The Rangers' Rougned Odor knows all the tricks around the second-base bag. He tried to pull one of 
them Friday night against the Angels' Andrelton Simmons, and that almost led to a brawl. 

From this vantage point, the play looked similar to Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo's attempt to break 
up a double play in Pittsburgh on Monday. Major League Baseball eventually took a dim view of that 
play after umpires initially deemed it legal. MLB has has yet to comment on Odor's slide, which umpires 
also decided within the rules. 

Backing up a bit, here's what happened Friday: 

http://larrybrownsports.com/baseball/elvis-andrus-fractured-elbow-hbp/438103
http://larrybrownsports.com/baseball/elvis-andrus-fractured-elbow-hbp/438103
http://larrybrownsports.com/baseball/mike-scioscia-spike-owen-fight-video/323739
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Odor tried to break up an eventual game-ending double play in the ninth inning by spiking Simmons in 
the left shin as he slid near the base. Simmons managed to turn two anyway, with help from first 
baseman Albert Pujols. Afterward, Simmons pushed Odor, then pointed to his leg to let Odor know he 
clipped him. 

Odor didn't appear to be sympathetic. The benches soon gathered in the middle of the diamond. Odor 
started jawing as he was being held back. 

No punches were thrown (in other words, there was no Odor vs. Jose Bautista moment). 

"I just try to play the game hard. I don't try to play the game dirty," Odor, who has been accused in the 
past of being a dirty player, told reporters after the game, per the (Fort Worth, Texas) Star-Telegram. "I 
play second base. I know what is dirty and what is not dirty. That's why I was surprised (Simmons) was 
(angry with me). For me, it was not dirty." 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia wasn't quite sure about that. 

"Odor plays hard like our guys play hard, but I think the slide was a little bit of a veer," Scioscia told 
reporters, per the Los Angeles Times. "Simmons is fine (with) going hard, but he’s got a nasty gash on his 
shin; he got spiked pretty hard. It looked like Odor got a little wide on the slide." 

Simmons was in the lineup for Saturday's game between the teams. (UPDATE: He was hit in the spiked 
leg by a Cole Hamels cutter his first time up. Hamels appeared to be angry with himself for missing badly 
with his pitch.) 

Odor's slide happened four days after Rizzo clipped the legs of Pirates catcher Elias Diaz and caused a 
two-run error. On Tuesday, the commissioner's office contradicted the umpires in that game and said 
that, in its view, Rizzo interfered with Diaz. 

MLB's silence to this point is a sign another contradiction won't be coming. 

 

http://www.star-telegram.com/sports/mlb/texas-rangers/article212417954.html
http://www.latimes.com/sports/angels/la-sp-angels-rangers-20180601-story.html
http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/news/mlb-chicago-cubs-anthony-rizzo-video-controversial-slide-pittsburgh-pirates-elias-diaz-clint-hurdle/ggzye0v2crgy1jve80sw3ykb8
http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/news/anthony-rizzo-slide-illegal-mlb-cubs-pirates-elias-diaz-injury/1btrwmm94e9441mg5tj9gyw39s

