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Analysis: Perdomo forces Padres to make move, which is a good thing 

Kevin Acee  

It’s been a long 17 days for the Padres. 

Especially the bullpen. 

Not only was Thursday the Padres’ first day off since April 1, but the team’s starting 
pitchers did not make it past the third inning in four of the past eight games, forcing 
Padres relievers to throw almost 10 more innings in that span than any other bullpen in 
the majors. 

Most of that was Luis Perdomo’s doing. 

And that’s actually a good thing. Maybe not a positive, but certainly an opportunity. 

Perdomo did the Padres a favor by showing his ineffectiveness this early, essentially 
forcing them to make a move now. 

The team did Thursday what it considered in the spring, optioning Perdomo to Triple-A 
El Paso. 

The Padres on Friday will reinstate reliever Kirby Yates off the disabled list. They will 
determine the starter to replace Perdomo in short order, and it will likely be one of the 
team’s top prospects. 

Hey, better Perdomo spectacularly and definitively let the Padres know right away that 
he needs to be in the minors than clogging up their pitcher supply train by being just 
mediocre enough to justify giving him more time in the majors. 

Because, as much as anything, this season is about finding out who can play on a good 
team. 

The just-completed series with the Dodgers showed just how far the Padres are from 
being a good team. But being good is what they’re working toward. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
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Perdomo, at this point, cannot make positive contributions to a winning club. That’s not 
an opinion. That has been proved over the majority of his four starts this season, which 
confirms the fears stemming from last season. 

The Padres have long thought Perdomo could use time in the minors to refine his 
arsenal and learn to pitch with purpose. Then he showed improvement in spring training, 
enough to warrant a third season of what has essentially been a major league tryout. 

No more. 

He was shelled by the Dodgers on Wednesday for nine runs (seven earned) on 10 hits in 
three innings. Not just hits. Rockets. 

Even in his promising start April 6 in Houston, Perdomo threw too many pitches and 
made it through just five innings. In all, he has gone 14 innings, striking out 17 and 
walking nine with a 8.36 ERA and 2.50 WHIP. He has allowed 15 runs (13 earned) and 
26 hits. 

Wednesday’s abbreviated outing followed the April 11 game in which he was ejected for 
throwing the first pitch of the third inning at the Rockies’ Nolan Arenado. His ensuing 
five-game suspension prompted the Padres to have to start Robbie Erlin in Perdomo’s 
normal spot Monday, and Erlin lasted just three innings. 

So Perdomo’s fingerprints are on three of the four short starts. 

His next outing will be for the El Paso Chihuahuas. 

The Padres have been itching to see if Eric Lauer’s stuff can consistently get big 
leaguers out. It did in spring training. The lefty who was drafted 25th overall in 2016 is 
rendering minor league bats largely ineffective. There is nothing more to see of him in 
Triple-A. 

It is not certain Lauer will make his major league debut next week at Coors Field, where 
the Padres will be playing Tuesday when Perdomo’s rotation spot comes up. 

But this is the chance they’ve been waiting for. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
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Lauer is what 2018 is about for the Padres. 

Just like Joey Lucchesi and Christian Villanueva and Bryan Mitchell and Franchy 
Cordero and Manuel Margot and a few other players are what 2018 is about for the 
Padres. 

Maybe Lauer will come up and have his fastball exposed. The Padres know they need to 
find out. 

Virtually everything they do now is with later in mind. 

That doesn’t mean they are not trying to win. They most certainly are. 

But they have to find out which of the players they’re trying to win with now will help them 
actually win in 2019 and ’20 and beyond. 

That’s why Chase Headley got the hook so quickly in favor of Villanueva and why 
Villanueva was allowed to work through a stretch in which he went 4-for-26 with 12 
strikeouts. The rest of the season is about seeing whether the rookie third baseman can 
maintain anything even approaching half as magnificent as his .588/.720/1.235 line over 
the past six games. 

That’s why Mitchell was given a starting job as soon as he was acquired in trade (along 
with Headley) and why the Mitchell project will likely last a while. The Padres have been 
scouting him (as a reliever with the Yankees and starter in Triple-A) for years and have 
the luxury of 2018 being a season in which they can assess him — as long as he 
continues to respond to the physical and philosophical tinkering in the way he did before 
his most recent start, unlike Perdomo. 

That’s why Cordero is here and playing every day. Even when the outfield is back to full 
strength — with the return of rehabbing Wil Myers and Margot — there will be lineup 
manipulations that allow Cordero to play. Among players with at least 30 plate 
appearances, Cordero has just six hits in 31 at-bats, but two are home runs, and he has 
hit more balls hard (63.2 percent) than all but Boston’s J.D. Martinez. The Padres need 
to see if his plate discipline can continue to improve and if he can maintain a high level of 
play over the long haul. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/j.d.-martinez-PESPT0015380-topic.html
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The goals of this season – improvement and learning – are also why the off-the-field 
contributions of Headley and A.J. Ellis remain crucial. It’s why the Padres made the 
otherwise premature investment in Eric Hosmer. 

These are the things to keep in mind through this season of ups (possibly more than we 
expect) and downs (of which we should expect plenty). 

It is a season — and this is a Padres team — that should be judged in a different manner 
than most others and unlike what future seasons and Padres teams will be judged. 

At some point in the next few years, the Padres will either be good it will become clear 
they are not realizing their intended improvement. At that point, the measure will simply 
be their record. 

But this season is not that. 

This is a season wherein you don’t rejoice that a pitcher imploded, but rather are thankful 
the wrong pitcher imploded at the right time. 

Their 45 strikeouts in the series was the fourth-most combined strikeouts during a three-
game set since 1913, according to STATS, Inc. Hall-of-Famer Tony Gwynn never struck 
out more than 40 times in an entire season. 

“Our at-bats weren’t that bad (tonight),” Green said. “I know Franchy (Cordero) had 
some punchouts tonight. We put multiple guys on every inning, had quite a bit of hits. 
You put four runs on the board very quickly and get six, seven runs. That could’ve been 
a ballgame really fast. Once again, we were kind of searching for that last hit of an inning 
to kind of get us back into it. We didn’t get that hit.” 

Green’s team leads the majors with 205 punchouts, is a bottom-seven team in batting 
average (.225) and on-base percentage (.299) and was trailing Dodgers starter Kenta 
Maeda 3-0 before taking its first hacks Wednesday night. 

Maeda struck out 10 and allowed four runs on eight hits and two walks in 5 2/3 innings. 
Left-hander Adam Liberatore struck out Cordero with two on to end the sixth. 

Carlos Asuaje’s two-run double in the third cut the Padres’ deficit to 9-4, one of his two 
hits. Cory Spangenberg also mixed in two hits with two strikeouts, while Cordero fanned 
four times in a sweep that erased the three-game winning streak that San Diego carried 
into the series against defending NL champion Dodgers. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
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“That's just how quick baseball goes,” Padres first baseman Eric Hosmer said before the 
game. “You have to flush those things.” 
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Padres salute the preps with new display, awards 
 
John Maffei 

The Padres are trying to better connect with the community, get back to baseball’s local 
roots. 

For the past 10 years, the major league team has hosted high school baseball games at 
Petco Park, a concept that has been successful for the schools and their fans. 

Those games are this weekend with triple-headers Friday and Saturday. 

Participating teams must purchase 500 tickets at $12 each, but the teams are free to sell 
those tickets for $15 to $20, using the extra money as a fundraiser. 

Under the supervision of Erik Greupner, the Padres’ chief operating officer, and Bill 
Johnston, special assistant to the executive chairman, there also is a new prep baseball 
and softball presence in Petco Park. 

All 109 high schools have their oversized caps displayed on the Field Level main 
concourse between Sections 108-112. To complement the hats, there are two large 
computer touch screens where fans can punch in a school name and access baseball 
and softball information from that school — such as championships, records, coaches 
and major league players. 

Plus, there is a large banner displaying last year’s CIF San Diego Section baseball and 
softball champions. That banner will be updated each year. 

“This was Erik’s idea, and I’m just helping out,” said Johnston, who played high school 
baseball at Helix and challenges fans to name the school for all 109 caps. “We already 
have the Breitbard Hall of Fame plaques on display in the ballpark. Now we have a great 
high school display, something that will evolve and get batter as we move forward. 

“Down the road, we’d like to add a Little League Baseball display to tie everything 
together. 

“With the prep games here this weekend, I hope the coaches, players and fans will take 
a few minutes, come over and check everything out. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/high-school-sports/california-interscholastic-federation-ORSPT000530-topic.html
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“Monica Bogan in our office has been a huge help with all the research — and there has 
been a lot of research.” 

The high school display has been a success so far. 

Mike Goodson, an usher who works in the area of the display, said before, during and 
after games there is a steady stream of people looking at the displays and punching 
information into the computers. 

“I was back at a Vikings-Saints football game, and saw a high school football display,” 
Greupner said. “That sparked this idea. 

“We want to make Petco Park baseball central. We want this display to be a source of 
community pride.” 

The Padres didn’t stop with just the display area. 

The club, in cooperation with Fox Sports San Diego, has started a Coach of the Week 
award, honoring a high school baseball or softball coach. Those coaches will be honored 
at a Padres game at the end of the prep season and a Coach of the Year will be named. 

Trying to make the award even more meaningful, Padres Executive Chairman Ron 
Fowler, General Manager A.J. Preller or manager Andy Green will call that week’s 
honoree. 

In addition, Johnston was adamant about reviving a postseason high school all-star 
game, something that was popular in the 1970s and ’80s but faded away. 

“Bill and the Padres reached out with the idea of an all-star game,” said Jerry Schniepp, 
commissioner of the CIF’s San Diego Section. 

“Obviously, we’re excited about everything the Padres have done. But reviving the all-
star game and playing it in Petco Park is something really special.” 

The all-star game is scheduled for June 6, after the Braves and Padres play at 12:40 
p.m. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/football/mike-goodson-PESPT0013628-topic.html
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There will be an eight-player high school home run derby, followed by the all-star game. 

While times and ticket information are still to be worked out, the Padres and Schniepp 
decided on an east-west format rather than the typical north-south game. Each team will 
have 20 players. 

The 15 and 805 freeways will be used as the dividing line. 

“East-west is a fresh idea,” said Schniepp, who played and coached high school 
baseball. “The east will have players from schools like Rancho Bernardo, Poway, Helix, 
Grossmont, Granite Hills, Ramona and Eastlake. 

“The west will have Torrey Pines, San Marcos, La Costa Canyon, Parker, Hilltop and 
Madison. 

“Bill Johnston and Erik Greupner have brought a lot of fresh ideas to us, and we couldn’t 
be more excited.” 

PLAYING AT PETCO 

What: High school baseball games at Petco Park. 

Friday: Ramona vs. Valley Center, 1 p.m.; Mission Hills vs. Oceanside, 4 p.m; Brawley 
vs. El Centro Southwest, 7 p.m. 

Saturday: Chula Vista vs. Hilltop, 10 a.m.; Hoover vs. Kearny, 1 p.m.; Maranatha 
Christian vs. Santa Fe Christian, 4 p.m. 

Tickets: Available from participating schools or the Petco Park ticket office. Prices range 
from $12 to $20 depending on the fundraising plan of each school. Tickets are good for 
all three games that day and the Reds vs. Padres game on June 1. 

Streaming: All games on NFHS Network at nfhsnetwork.com/associations/cifsds. There 
is a $10 charge. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cincinnati-reds-ORSPT000008-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/high-school-sports/national-federation-of-state-high-school-associations-ORSPT000525-topic.html
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Player restrictions: No sunflower seeds or gum. No infield or outfield practice before 
games. No access to locker rooms. Infielders and outfielders must run around the infield 
grass on the way to their positions. 
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Rosenthal: Company that offers minor leaguers up-front payments drawing 
scrutiny within baseball 
 

Ken Rosenthal, The Athletic 

 

Fernando Tatis Jr., the game’s No. 8 prospect according to MLBPipeline.com, wanted to 
give himself every possible chance to succeed. 

For Tatis, a shortstop at Double A with the San Diego Padres organization, that meant 
hiring a personal trainer, eating better food, getting a better apartment — things that all 
cost money. So last off-season, he agreed to a contract with Big League Advance (BLA), 
a company that offers select minor leaguers upfront payments in exchange for a 
percentage of their future MLB earnings. 

Jóse Osuna, a Triple A outfielder with the Pittsburgh Pirates, made the same financial 
choice as Tatis in the spring of 2017, saying the additional money from BLA enables him 
to play under less pressure while supporting his wife, Karla, and daughter, Karla Sophia, 
3. 

Another Triple A player, who requested that his name not be used, signed with BLA 
while at High A at the start of the 2017 season, then enlisted a financial advisor to help 
him make investments with that money to secure his long-term future even if he fails to 
reach the majors. 

Michael Schwimer, a 32-year-old former pitcher for the Philadelphia Phillies who is the 
president and CEO of BLA, said the goal of his company is to help minor leaguers guard 
against uncertain futures. The upfront payment from BLA is not a loan — if a player 
busts, he owes the company nothing. 

“I tell every investor, ‘If you invest in the stock market and you lose, you’re losing money 
on Apple stock or whatever,” Schwimer said. “If you invest in Big League Advance and 
lose, you have changed someone’s life.” 

Yet, in the view of many player agents, the players’ union and Cleveland Indians 
catching prospect Francisco Mejia, who is suing BLA, the company is far from an 
altruistic venture. 

Mejia’s suit, first reported by ESPN.com, alleges that BLA used “unconscionable” tactics 
to persuade him to give up 10 percent of his future earnings for three separate payments 
totaling $360,000. BLA, which denies any wrongdoing, filed a counterclaim asking the 
court to dismiss Mejia’s case, uphold his contract, award damages caused by the public 
disclosure of his contract provisions and issue a permanent injunction against Mejia 
prohibiting him from further revealing details of the contract, Schwimer said. 

At least two other agencies also are considering filing suit against BLA on behalf of 
clients, according to sources. One prominent agent, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity as his agency considers whether to take legal action against BLA, called the 

http://mlbpipeline.com/
http://espn.com/
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company, “a very, very bad thing for players that needs to be regulated by the league 
and the union.” 

“They use predatory tactics against certain types of players,” the agent said. “We find it 
offensive and detrimental to the players in many ways. I predict it’s going to lead to an 
abundance of lawsuits and turmoil in these players’ lives when they realize what they’ve 
been talked into, often against their agents’ advice.” 

The union, responding to inquiries from agents, issued a memo — a copy of which was 
obtained by The Athletic — to all certified and limited certified agents on Jan. 19, 2016. 
David Prouty, then the union’s general counsel, said in the memo that the union 
“categorically” did not endorse or approve of BLA and its products and warned the future 
earnings the company sought from players were “significant.” 

BLA’s actions, which sometimes include bypassing agents and contacting players 
directly, also have drawn attention from Major League Baseball. 

Responding to complaints from players, MLB informed Baseball America during the 
2017 Arizona Fall League season that BLA representatives were using media 
credentials issued by the publication to recruit players, sources said. Schwimer said MLB 
told him only that BLA “falsely impersonated Baseball America employees,” a charge 
both Schwimer and officials at the publication said was not true. 

Baseball America, they said, had hired BLA to conduct video interviews and provide 
other content. After hearing from MLB, Baseball America asked BLA to return the 
credentials, and BLA complied. MLB then informed BLA that its reps were not allowed in 
areas with private access to players at major league ballparks, sources said; agents 
often face similar restrictions, depending upon the park. 

In a letter to Dan Halem, MLB’s deputy commissioner for baseball administration and 
chief legal officer, Schwimer said, “at no point did any BLA representatives use the 
access granted to them by the media credentials to sell the BLA product or otherwise 
solicit AFL players.” Schwimer told The Athletiche has sought repeatedly to meet with 
MLB officials to discuss the matter and explain how his company works. MLB will 
consider meeting with BLA in the future, sources said. 

“We were unaware of any players complaining about our behavior to MLB, but it is 
something we take very seriously as we pride ourselves in our relationships with 
players,” Schwimer said. “We will work with MLB to address and resolve the issue. It is 
certainly never our intention to inappropriately communicate with any player.” 

Schwimer said BLA recently signed its 100th player and has raised more than $100 
million from investors since 2014. The company’s board includes Paul DePodesta, a 
former major league executive who is now the chief strategy officer for the NFL’s 
Cleveland Browns, and Marvin Bush, the son of former President George H.W. Bush 
and former First Lady Barbara Bush, who is the managing partner of Winston Partners, a 
private equity firm. 

“Any allegation or accusation that would suggest we have ever acted in an unethical or 
unprofessional manner is simply not true,” Schwimer said. “The reason we have such an 
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incredible board and investor base is because they understand we act with total integrity 
and total honesty at all times.” 

Schwimer said the saddest thing he saw during his professional career was after a game 
in 2009, when he was pitching for the Phillies’ Class A affiliate in Clearwater, Fla. 

He had worked out following the game and was one of the last to leave the park. As 
Schwimer walked to his car in the poorly-lit parking lot he heard a curious rumbling. 
What he saw shocked him. 

“It was one of my teammates in the dumpster looking for food so he could eat the next 
day,” Schwimer said. 

Schwimer, who had received a mere $5,000 bonus as the Phillies’ 14th-round pick out of 
the University of Virginia in 2008, already was acutely aware of the financial challenges 
minor leaguers faced. 

Those challenges drew increased attention last month when Congress, as part of a $1.3 
million trillion spending bill, decreed minor leaguers to be seasonal employees not 
subject to overtime laws. The section of the bill known as the “Save America’s Pastime 
Act” requires minor leaguers to be paid minimum wage for 40 hours a week during the 
regular season. Such players, like their major league counterparts, are not paid during 
spring training. 

The difference is that the major league minimum salary is $545,000, while minor league 
salaries are a tiny fraction of that amount. Triple A salaries range from $11,825 to 
$14,850 for a 5 1/2 month season, depending upon a player’s experience. Double A 
salaries start at $9,350, while High A and Low A salaries range from $6,050 to $8,400. 
As recently noted by The Athletic’s Levi Weaver, the federally-recognized poverty line for 
single-individual households is $12,140 per year. 

The disparity in major- and minor-league pay gnawed at Schwimer during his playing 
career. At one point, he approached the late Michael Weiner, then the head of the 
players’ union, about “bridging the gap.” According to Schwimer, Weiner told him, “I’m 
sorry. We don’t deal with that. Part of our job as a union is to protect the players we 
serve. And we serve major league players, not minor leaguers.” 

Schwimer, who majored in sociology at Virginia but had a passion and aptitude for 
statistics, said he developed the idea for Big League Advance in 2013, the year he 
suffered a torn labrum after getting traded by the Phillies to the Toronto Blue Jays. He 
began raising money for the company in 2014-15 and offering deals to minor leaguers in 
‘16. 

The idea of helping minor leaguers achieve a measure of financial security also 
appealed to DePodesta, the former GM of the Dodgers who is perhaps known for his 
time as Billy Beane’s assistant with the Oakland Athletics during the “Moneyball” years. 

“Professional baseball players accept an enormous amount of career risk to pursue a 
dream,” DePodesta said. “It’s a dream many of us have, but few have the chance to 
pursue, so these guys chase it. Their sacrifice is startling — school, friends, family and 
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even things like having a say over where you can live — and the tough part is that so 
few of them actually make it. So few! 

“For me, some of my most cherished takeaways from baseball were conversations with 
or notes from players who didn’t make it. Players who told me they treasured their time 
as part of the organization, that they greatly appreciated all that was done for them both 
on the field and off, that they knew how much we cared about them and that they will 
continue to look upon it as the most formative experience of their lives going forward. 
That’s just special. I wanted to be able to continue to help those guys who have both the 
boldness and passion to chase that brass ring, even if they fall short.” 

The concept behind BLA is similar to that of Fantex, a company that awarded upfront 
money to major leaguers such as Los Angeles Angels left-hander Andrew Heaney, 
Baltimore Orioles second baseman Jonathan Schoop and Philadelphia Phillies third 
baseman Maikel Franco in exchange for a portion of future earnings both on and off the 
field. The union does not formally object to such deals but advises members who are 
considering them to hire a financial advisor and securities lawyer in addition to an agent. 

Schwimer said BLA uses a propriety algorithm to value every player in the minors. The 
system might determine that a player merits an $800,000 offer in exchange for the 
maximum 10 percent of his future earnings. The player might opt to accept a lesser 
payment at a lower proportional percentage – say, $160,000 for 2 percent or $80,000 for 
one percent. 

Whatever the player decides, the more money he earns, the more he must return to BLA 
— a player who signs for 10 percent of his future earnings will owe the company $10 
million if he earns $100 million, $20 million if he earns $200 million, and so on. Tatis, 
who did not reveal the terms of his deal, said, “If I’m a successful player and make big 
money, I’m not going to care about giving that money away. That will be nothing if I 
make all that big money.” 

Schwimer, who said he requires all potential signees to review BLA contracts with an 
attorney, compared his company’s business plan to that of a Silicon Valley startup. 

“In just about all of our deals, if a player doesn’t make it to the middle of arbitration, play 
four or five years, he is still making money on this deal,” Schwimer said. “Really the only 
way to lose money on the deal is if you play five years or more, become a superstar. 
Then you’re going to be paying for all the other players. 

“It’s the exact same thing as a Silicon Valley startup, where if you’re a tech investor, 
you’re going to invest in a hundred tech startups hoping to find the next Facebook or 
Google or whatever. You’re going to lose money on 90 percent of them. But the 10 
percent should pay for them, plus a lot more money than you lost. 

“We know we’re going to lose money on the vast majority of deals we sign with players 
— we know that. But we hope to hit on a few guys who are wildly successful.” 

A player’s deal with BLA does not affect his agent’s commission; the player will pay the 
agent the same fee, generally between 3 and 5 percent of his earnings. Yet, Schwimer 
acknowledges that, “all agents hate us,” exaggerating perhaps only slightly. 
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The complaints of player representatives include: 

*The potential for exploitation. 

Some agents say young players often fail to see the big picture — the future income tax 
they must pay, the agent fees that no longer might be deductible, the payments to BLA 
they will need to make not just once, but every year. 

Schwimer disputes any notion that his company misleads players, saying he wants the 
players to have as much information as possible. Agent Storm Kirschenbaum, whose 
clients include Colorado Rockies outfielder Mike Tauchman, Boston Red Sox right-
hander Marcus Walden and Detroit Tigers right-hander Warwick Saupold, said Schwimer 
takes a professional approach. 

“He is not a pushy salesman,” said Kirschenbaum, who has clients working with BLA. 
“He played the game. He understands the risk and benefit of doing the deal. He presents 
the offer and that is it. 

“He takes a step back. He will answer questions for you. But they are not going to put 
the player in an uncomfortable position. I think that is why they’ve had success.” 

*The targeting of Latin players. 

The agent who talked about “predatory tactics against certain types of players” was 
referring to Latins who come from disadvantaged backgrounds and might be more 
vulnerable to short-term financial inducements at the expense of long-term earnings. 

Schwimer does not deny the BLA roster is heavy on Latin talent, but declined to reveal 
the exact percentages of Latins compared to North American-born players. He did say 
that the numbers would be more proportional if Latins and North Americans were subject 
to the same entry rules as amateurs. 

Latins are eligible to sign with major league clubs when they are 16, while North 
Americans do not become draft-eligible until their senior year of high school. 

*BLA’s bypassing of agents to make direct contact with players and their families. 

Schwimer said the company will talk with family members at a player’s request, adding 
parents occasionally will contact the company seeking offers for their sons. But he could 
not recall an instance of BLA initiating such a conversation. 

Schwimer, however, does not deny bypassing agents, saying they were “bold-face lying” 
to players to dissuade them from taking his deals. 

“We started going directly to players. We did this to make sure they understood,” 
Schwimer said. “Keep in mind, the very first thing we told the player is, ‘We want to work 
with your agent. I just want to let you know what we have on the table.’ 

“At those meetings, I’ve had players tell me, ‘OK, I’m ready to sign this.’ We say, 
‘Absolutely not. We will not sign you now. You need to get advice from your family, your 
agent, representatives’ . . . We’ve lost players because of it, but I don’t care. That does 
not bother me. What bothers me is if any player ever would sign with us without really 
understanding it.” 
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Many players reject BLA deals. They might consider the offer too low. They might prefer 
to bet on themselves rather than sacrifice future earnings. Not every agent, however, 
opposes the concept. Kirschenbaum and others believe it can be quite beneficial for 
players in certain circumstances. 

“It’s clever,” Kirschenbaum said. “It’s a great idea to have outside-the-box financial 
options for players. It’s their money. It’s their ability to take that risk, their option to 
entertain and accept that risk. 

“If they understand and become educated, after going through the exercise of reviewing 
the contract with Big League Advance, go through our analytics of what we think they will 
earn throughout their career and what money could potentially be left on the table — it’s 
ultimately their decision. 

“I’m not going to be the one to say no to a player who may be in a financial crisis, who 
may have a family issue or may have his own family that he wants to build a house for. 
Life is going to throw curveballs at you all day long. Sometimes a baseball career is not 
going to afford you the opportunity to do things at that time in your life where Big League 
Advance would step in and provide that opportunity.” 

The agents who dislike BLA, Schwimer said, are afraid of losing clients, afraid that a rival 
agent eventually will tell a player — in Schwimer’s words — “Your idiot agent told you to 
do this deal with Big League Advance. Now you’re going to lose so much money. Come 
sign with me. I would have never told you to do that.” 

Lost in the argument, Schwimer said, are the players who will not reach the majors after 
signing with BLA, but leave baseball in a better financial position. 

“All the agents care about are the players who make it. They don’t care about the players 
who don’t,” Schwimer said. “We are the only people who care about the 90-plus percent 
who don’t.” 

To an extent that might be true, considering that only players on 40-man rosters are 
eligible to join the union. BLA, however, is not offering deals to most of the 90-plus 
percent. One agent said BLA has shown a knack for identifying lesser prospects who 
reach the majors, as well as potential stars such as Tatis and Mejia. 

Tatis, the son of former major leaguer Fernando Tatis, signed with the Chicago White 
Sox for $700,000 in July 2015, then was sent to the Padres in the James Shields trade in 
June 2016. He is off to a slow start at Double A, batting .196 with one homer and a .541 
OPS through 53 plate appearances. But with his BLA money, he upgraded not only his 
training regimen in the U.S. but also his off-season practice field in his native Dominican 
Republic. 

He will worry later about any future obligation to BLA. 

“I’m not afraid,” Tatis said. “I’m not going to spend that money stupidly. You’ve got to be 
smart with your decisions, with what you’re going to do.” 
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Perdomo optioned to Triple-A to work out kinks 

Move clears roster room for Yates' reinstatement from DL 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com 
 
SAN DIEGO -- After parts of three seasons in the big leagues, Luis Perdomo is headed 
to Triple-A after all. 

The Padres optioned the 24-year-old right-hander to Triple-A El Paso on Thursday 
afternoon, reinstating righty setup man Kirby Yates (right ankle tendinitis) from the 10-
day disabled list. 

The move comes less than 24 hours after Perdomo's worst start as a big leaguer. He 
allowed nine runs (seven earned) over three innings in a 13-4 loss to the Dodgers on 
Wednesday. His ERA jumped to 8.36 in the process, and he's surrendered 26 hits in 14 
innings on some very hard contact.pr. 11th, 2018 

"We've done a lot to try to give him every opportunity to be successful at this level, and 
he's given the effort, man," Padres manager Andy Green said. "He cares. He's doing 
everything he possibly can. He's working hard. It's just not happening." 

Perdomo's journey has been anything but orthodox. He joined the Padres via the 2015 
Rule 5 Draft, having not pitched an inning above Class A Advanced. He was very 
impressive during the second half of the '16 season, but seemingly hasn't made strides 
since. 

The club hopes a stint in Triple-A will help Perdomo address some of his issues -- most 
notably bettering the command of his power sinker. 

In Perdomo's absence, the Padres have a vacancy in their rotation that needs to be filled 
by Tuesday in Colorado. Many have clamored for No. 12 prospect Eric Lauer, who is off 
to a strong start with El Paso. Lauer has a 3.00 ERA, a 0.94 WHIP and 19 strikeouts in 
18 innings this season.Mar. 10th, 2018 

He's among the options being considered for that spot. But the club will grapple with the 
question of whether Lauer would be best served to begin his career at Coors Field. 

Perhaps the likeliest option is left-hander Robbie Erlin, who took Perdomo's place in the 
rotation on Monday, while Perdomo was suspended for throwing behind Nolan 
Arenado last week. 

Erlin was touched for six runs (four earned) over three innings by the Dodgers in that 
start, but he's been very sharp otherwise out of the bullpen this year. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
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NL West: Checking in on the new guys 

AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
SAN DIEGO -- Yes, Matt Kemp and Chris Iannetta really are impacting the Dodgers and 
Rockies, respectively. We swear it's 2018. 

There are plenty of new faces in the National League West, and a handful of new old 
faces as well. All of them are sure to play pivotal roles in what figures to be one of the 
sport's tightest division races. 

Three weeks into the Major League season, it's worth examining the performances of a 
few prominent newcomers in the NL West. Here's a breakdown of the early results and 
future expectations for the big-name new guy on each club. 

D-backs  
Who's the new guy? Right-hander Brad Boxberger 

How's it going so far? Boxberger has been everything the D-backs hoped for when they 
acquired him from the Rays in December. The right-hander won the closer's job during 
Spring Training, beating out Archie Bradley and Yoshihisa Hirano. Arizona likes his 
downward-plane fastball as well as his changeup, which he has shown the willingness to 
throw in any count.pr. 13th, 2018 

What's on deck? Durability has been a question for Boxberger as he missed significant 
time in each of the past two seasons due to a variety of injuries. This spring he 
experienced a tired arm, and the D-backs have been careful with his workload. The 
presence of Bradley and Hirano have made it easier to stay away from Boxberger on the 
couple of occasions when they've wanted to give him a break. 

Number to know: Boxberger is 5-for-5 in save opportunities over eight appearances. He 
allowed his first two runs Wednesday night against San Francisco, but he's struck out 
11, and opponents are hitting just .179 against him. 

Dodgers 
Who's the new guy? Outfielder Matt Kemp 

How's it going so far? Better than everyone thought it would. There have been zero 
signs of perceived bad attitude from Kemp's first Dodgers stint, which was mostly bluster 
anyway. He has been healthy -- not to be overlooked with Justin Turner and Logan 
Forsythe on the disabled list. Kemp is no longer Gold Glover Award-caliber, but he hasn't 
done anything terribly wrong in the outfield, either. A solid acquisition -- so far.r. 17th, 
2018 

What's on deck? Can Kemp keep it up? He's already been starting more than the club 
originally indicated, and he does have a history of hip and leg injuries. Manager Dave 

http://m.mlb.com/player/461314/matt-kemp
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/502202/brad-boxberger
http://m.mlb.com/player/605151/archie-bradley
http://m.mlb.com/player/673633/yoshihisa-hirano
http://m.mlb.com/player/457759/justin-turner
http://m.mlb.com/player/523253/logan-forsythe
http://m.mlb.com/player/523253/logan-forsythe
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Roberts will continue to replace Kemp when the club leads, both to improve the defense 
and preserve his health. Kemp strikes out a lot, but opponents still must respect the bat. 

Number to know: Kemp's .981 OPS is better than Corey Seager, Cody Bellinger, Chris 
Taylor and everyone in the starting lineup other than Yasmani Grandal. 

Giants 
Who are the new guys? Third baseman Evan Longoria and outfielder Andrew 
McCutchen 

How's it going so far? 
The Giants' prized offseason acquisitions slumped out of the gate, both lingering around 
the Mendoza Line early on. Longoria, however, appears to have turned a corner, with 
four multihit games in his past five. McCutchen, meanwhile, has done very little since his 
six-hit night against the Dodgers (which included a dramatic walk-off home run).pr. 18th, 
2018 

What's on deck? 
San Francisco is committed to letting Longoria and McCutchen figure things out at the 
plate, banking on their combined 21 seasons of big league experience shining through in 
the long run.pr. 7th, 2018 

Number to know: Neither McCutchen nor Longoria has ever posted a season with an 
OPS+ at or below 100 (meaning they've been above league average every year they've 
spent in the Majors). Right now, both are well below that mark. 

Padres  
Who's the new guy? First baseman Eric Hosmer 

How's it going so far? Hosmer was off to a hot start before missing a couple games with 
lower-back tightness. He's fallen into a bit of a rut, going 2-for-21 over the past week. But 
Hosmer launched his first homer as a Padre at Petco Park on Wednesday night -- a 
rally-starting solo shot off Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen. Defensively, his mishap in 
Houston grabbed plenty of headlines, but he's been rock-solid otherwise.Apr. 17th, 2018 

What's on deck? Hosmer will continue hitting third, and he's going to anchor first base for 
the next five years, at least. (Hosmer's eight-year deal with an option after the first five 
was the largest in team history.) Soon enough, Wil Myers will return from the DL to help 
comprise a formidable middle of the lineup alongside Hosmer. 

Number to know: Hosmer's 61-percent ground-ball rate ranks sixth in the Majors. He's 
seen a bit of good fortune -- as evidenced from his .348 batting average on balls in play. 
But Hosmer has done his part to hit the ball hard enough to find holes. 

Rockies 
Who's the new guy? Catcher Chris Iannetta 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608369/corey-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/621035/chris-taylor
http://m.mlb.com/player/621035/chris-taylor
http://m.mlb.com/player/518735/yasmani-grandal
http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
http://m.mlb.com/player/457705/andrew-mccutchen
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http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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How's it going so far? Iannetta, who broke in with the Rockies in 2006, was brought in for 
defense and to nurture a young pitching staff. His impact bat has been a bonus. Iannetta 
has slugged .434 with three doubles and two homers. With the rest of the lineup 
struggling, he's filled in at the No. 2 spot.Apr. 18th, 2018 

What's on deck? Even if the slugging declines, Iannetta's pitch-calling and leadership 
won't. If the offensive output continues over the full season, that's even better for 
Colorado. 

Number to know: Iannetta posted a .953 OPS during the Rockies' first homestand of the 
season. Colorado begins a six-game stretch at Coors Field on Friday against the Cubs. 
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Inbox: Is Pirela destined for more time at 2B? 

Padres beat reporter AJ Cassavell answers fans' questions 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
Any chance we see Jose Pirela at second base more often when Wil Myers and Manuel 
Margot are back? 
-- Tommy, San Diego 

This is an unequivocal yes. Manager Andy Green spent most of Spring Training waxing 
about having serious platoon options and competition for playing time. (The Padres 
haven't really had that since his tenure began.) 

That said, Pirela is never going to be the everyday second baseman in San Diego. The 
Padres' rotation is far too ground-ball heavy to employ subpar infield defense. 

With a full host of healthy outfielders, Pirela should move to second base against tough 
left-handers, allowing Hunter Renfroe to play. But he's not a long-term solution. (If Carlos 
Asuaje and Cory Spangenberg continue to struggle, a callup for Padres No. 3 
prospect Luis Urias could be on the horizon.) 

It seems like the Padres will have a surplus when some guys get called up in the next 
one or two years. What's the long-term plan for Renfroe, Spangenberg, Asuaje 
and Franchy Cordero once the next wave arrives? 
-- Ethan G. 

The Padres are still in the process of figuring out that plan, and this season's results will 
go a long way toward determining it. Spangenberg and Asuaje could be running out of 
time to impress, with Urias hot on their heels. Renfroe and Cordero, meanwhile, could 
ultimately be pitted against each other in the fight for a place in the Padres' future. 

At 23, Cordero is the rawest of the bunch, and he has the biggest margin for error if he 
struggles this year. As for Asuaje, Spangenberg and Renfroe, the Padres fielded calls on 
all three during the offseason, and the trade chatter could persist as the non-waiver 
Trade Deadline approaches. 

That said, the Padres don't mind the idea of a surplus. Quite the opposite, in fact. They'd 
embrace it. 

How long will the Padres let Bryan Mitchell stay in the rotation? What are the chances 
Eric Lauer replaces him? 
-- Frank, Fallbrook, Calif. 

It's not impossible for Lauer (the Padres' No. 12 prospect) and Mitchell to occupy places 
in the rotation at the same time. In fact, it might be imminent, given Luis Perdomo's 
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http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo


  

 22 

struggles. Lauer -- off to an impressive start for Triple-A El Paso -- could be in the 
Padres' rotation as soon as Tuesday. 

As for Mitchell's rotation place, I suspect the leash is relatively long -- despite the fact 
that he hasn't been much better than Perdomo. In Mitchell, the Padres saw a rotation 
project in the mold of Drew Pomeranz or Trevor Cahill when they acquired him in a 
December trade with the Yankees. The early results tell another story. 

That said, there's a reason for the disconnect in the club's reaction to the small samples 
of Mitchell and Perdomo. Most importantly, Mitchell is out of options and couldn't be sent 
to Triple-A to work out any kinks. But Perdomo has been a Padres rotation experiment 
for two years. Mitchell, even if the early returns are ugly, has been that for only three 
weeks. 

When Margot gets back, where does he hit in the lineup? 
-- James M. 

The Padres would love for Margot to establish himself as their leadoff hitter of the future. 
His .303 career on-base percentage doesn't support that end goal right now. 

The speedy center fielder was off to a woeful start when he was plunked in Colorado last 
week and placed on the disabled list with bruised ribs. But he had shown signs of turning 
things around in his last couple of games before the injury. 

Ultimately, Margot might return to leadoff when he finds his form. But it's a safer bet that 
the Padres let him continue to work out the kinks in the No. 6 or 7 spot in the lineup, 
especially against right-handed pitching. 

What's your take on Freddy Galvis? I've seen local media say the Padres should sign 
him long term, since he's getting on base at a higher rate than usual. I'd like to see at 
least a few months' body of work before doing so. Thoughts? 
-- Harrison M., North Auburn, Calif. 

The Padres won't make any snap judgments with Galvis, and nobody expects him to 
continue reaching base at a .373 clip. There's a feeling in the organization that he could 
be a nice long-term piece to help nurture a young infield, but that possibility won't be 
formally explored for a while. 

Before any talk of a Galvis extension, the Padres need to evaluate the rest of their 
internal options. They'll ask themselves whether top prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. is a 
shortstop or a third baseman in the long run. And they'll have to make a decision on the 
progress of fellow shortstop prospect Javy Guerra. 

It's possible Galvis is back in San Diego beyond this season. I wouldn't say it's probable. 
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Ross, Koch open Padres-Diamondbacks series 
 
FOX, Stats 

PHOENIX — The Arizona Diamondbacks‘ pitching staff has made a steady climb under 
pitching coach Mike Butcher the last two seasons, so much so that they appear as 
prepared as any to withstand the loss of No. 4 starter Taijuan Walker. 

After its 3-1 victory over San Francisco on Thursday, Arizona has a National League-low 
2.87 ERA while tying a franchise record with a 13-5 start and setting a franchise record 
with six straight series victories to open the season. 

Right-hander Matt Koch has the first claim on Walker’s rotation start when he opposes 
San Diego right-hander Tyson Ross in the first game of a three-game home series 
against San Diego on Friday. 

Koch will make his third major league start, his first since the final day of the 2016 
season, while Ross has had a nice return to form after two injury-influenced seasons. 

Patrick Corbin and Zack Godley have stepped up to join Zack Greinke and Robbie 
Ray to form a solid Arizona starting quartet. Corbin has a 1.65 ERA and an 0.70 WHIP 
with 37 strikeouts in 27 1/3 innings. 

“Having had five good starting pitchers eases the sting,” Arizona general manager Mike 
Hazen said after Walker was found to need season-ending Tommy John surgery. 

“Yes, we are going to need to fill out the fifth spot of the rotation moving forward, but we 
feel very strongly on the other four days, the same as we always did. Having that depth 
in our rotation helps you to overcome that a little bit. Certainly, those two guys stepping 
up along with those guys at the top. 

“Planning out one day in your rotation to try to figure out how you are going to put it 
together, how you are going to use the bullpen that day versus the other days, I think 
that allows you that freedom to maybe match up a little more, use your bullpen in a 
different way on that day. Use a different starter, depending on the matchup with the 
flexibility we have with optioning guys. All those things could come into play.” 

Koch was one of the last starters optioned to Triple-A Reno out of spring training, and 
Reno right-handers Braden Shipley and Troy Scribner also are options if the 
Diamondbacks opt to mix and match. 

“We want stability,” Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said. “To have a flimsy roster spot 
that you are bouncing around can be challenging for a young player. I don’t want to 
predict what is going to happen. I just know that we are going to always try to find the 
best guys to help us win as many games as possible.” 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/arizona-diamondbacks-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/taijuan-walker-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matt-koch-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/patrick-corbin-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/zack-godley-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/zack-greinke-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-ray-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-ray-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/braden-shipley-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/troy-scribner-player-stats


  

 24 

After winning the final three games of a four-game series against San Francisco, the 
Padres were swept by the Dodgers in a three-game series to conclude a seven-game 
homestand that ended Wednesday. 

The Dodgers outscored the Padres 30-10, and only one San Diego start got into the 
fourth inning, a reversal of early form. The Padres have nine quality starts, and Tyson 
Ross and Joey Lucchesi have two apiece. 

Ross is 2-1 with a 3.50 ERA in three starts after missing most of the last two seasons 
with arm issues. He won 13 games with a 2.81 ERA and 10 games with a 3.26 ERA in 
his last two healthy seasons with the Padres, in 2014-15. Luis Perdomo gave up seven 
earned runs in three innings Wednesday to bump his ERA to 8.36, and manager Andy 
Green talked about his future after the game. 

“We’ve got to reevaluate the situation and what’s best for us,” Green said. “We’ve been 
talking about a competitive culture and we intend to give guys opportunities. We have a 
number of young guys we like in the organization. I’m sure the conversation will be 
forthcoming here soon as to what’s our best move.” 

Rookie Lucchesi made the team out of spring training, and left-hander Eric Lauer is 
considered a top prospect. 

The Padres struck out 13 times Wednesday and tied a franchise high with 20 strikeouts 
in a 12-inning loss on Tuesday, but offensive reinforcements are on the way. Corner 
outfielder Wil Myers (arm nerve) and center fielder Manny Margot (bruised ribs) could 
join the Padres in Phoenix this weekend. 

Myers homered for Class A Lake Elsinore on Wednesday and could be activated Friday. 
Margot, who took a pitch to the ribs April 10 that led to the benches-clearing brawl with 
Colorado the next day, is eligible to be activated Saturday. 

Ross has had success against Arizona, going 4-3 with a 2.65 ERA in 13 appearances, 
12 starts. He threw a complete game against the Diamondbacks in 2015, when he was 
2-0 with a 2.00 ERA in four starts. He has not faced them since. 

Koch made the second of his two career starts against the Padres on the final day of the 
2016 season, giving up one run and five hits in six innings. He did not get a decision. He 
pitched two scoreless innings of relief at St. Louis on April 7 after being recalled from 
Triple-A Reno when Jake Lamb was placed on the disabled list April 3. He was returned 
to Reno last week. 
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Padres open 3-game series against Diamondbacks 
 
FOX, Stats 

After its 3-1 victory over San Francisco on Thursday, Arizona has a National League-low 
2.87 ERA while tying a franchise record with a 13-5 start and setting a franchise record 
with six straight series victories to open the season. 

Right-hander Matt Koch has the first claim on Walker’s rotation start when he opposes 
San Diego right-hander Tyson Ross in the first game of a three-game home series 
against San Diego on Friday. 

Koch will make his third major league start, his first since the final day of the 2016 
season, while Ross has had a nice return to form after two injury-influenced seasons. 

Patrick Corbin and Zack Godley have stepped up to join Zack Greinke and Robbie 
Ray to form a solid Arizona starting quartet. Corbin has a 1.65 ERA and an 0.70 WHIP 
with 37 strikeouts in 27 1/3 innings. 

“Having had five good starting pitchers eases the sting,” Arizona general manager Mike 
Hazen said after Walker was found to need season-ending Tommy John surgery. 

“Yes, we are going to need to fill out the fifth spot of the rotation moving forward, but we 
feel very strongly on the other four days, the same as we always did. Having that depth 
in our rotation helps you to overcome that a little bit. Certainly, those two guys stepping 
up along with those guys at the top. 

“Planning out one day in your rotation to try to figure out how you are going to put it 
together, how you are going to use the bullpen that day versus the other days, I think 
that allows you that freedom to maybe match up a little more, use your bullpen in a 
different way on that day. Use a different starter, depending on the matchup with the 
flexibility we have with optioning guys. All those things could come into play.” 

Koch was one of the last starters optioned to Triple-A Reno out of spring training, and 
Reno right-handers Braden Shipley and Troy Scribner also are options if the 
Diamondbacks opt to mix and match. 

“We want stability,” Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said. “To have a flimsy roster spot 
that you are bouncing around can be challenging for a young player. I don’t want to 
predict what is going to happen. I just know that we are going to always try to find the 
best guys to help us win as many games as possible.” 

After winning the final three games of a four-game series against San Francisco, 
the Padres were swept by the Dodgers in a three-game series to conclude a seven-
game homestand that ended Wednesday. 
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The Dodgers outscored the Padres 30-10, and only one San Diego start got into the 
fourth inning, a reversal of early form. The Padres have nine quality starts, and Tyson 
Ross and Joey Lucchesi have two apiece. 

Ross is 2-1 with a 3.50 ERA in three starts after missing most of the last two seasons 
with arm issues. He won 13 games with a 2.81 ERA and 10 games with a 3.26 ERA in 
his last two healthy seasons with the Padres, in 2014-15. Luis Perdomo gave up seven 
earned runs in three innings Wednesday to bump his ERA to 8.36, and manager Andy 
Green talked about his future after the game. 

“We’ve got to reevaluate the situation and what’s best for us,” Green said. “We’ve been 
talking about a competitive culture and we intend to give guys opportunities. We have a 
number of young guys we like in the organization. I’m sure the conversation will be 
forthcoming here soon as to what’s our best move.” 

Rookie Lucchesi made the team out of spring training, and left-hander Eric Lauer is 
considered a top prospect. 

The Padres struck out 13 times Wednesday and tied a franchise high with 20 strikeouts 
in a 12-inning loss on Tuesday, but offensive reinforcements are on the way. Corner 
outfielder Wil Myers (arm nerve) and center fielder Manny Margot (bruised ribs) could 
join the Padres in Phoenix this weekend. 

Myers homered for Class A Lake Elsinore on Wednesday and could be activated Friday. 
Margot, who took a pitch to the ribs April 10 that led to the benches-clearing brawl with 
Colorado the next day, is eligible to be activated Saturday. 

Ross has had success against Arizona, going 4-3 with a 2.65 ERA in 13 appearances, 
12 starts. He threw a complete game against the Diamondbacks in 2015, when he was 
2-0 with a 2.00 ERA in four starts. He has not faced them since. 

Koch made the second of his two career starts against the Padres on the final day of the 
2016 season, giving up one run and five hits in six innings. He did not get a decision. He 
pitched two scoreless innings of relief at St. Louis on April 7 after being recalled from 
Triple-A Reno when Jake Lamb was placed on the disabled list April 3. He was returned 
to Reno last week. 

 

  

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/luis-perdomo-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/wil-myers-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jacob-lamb-player-stats
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This Day in Padres History — April 20 
By Bill Center 

April 20, 1978 — Shortstop Ozzie Smith makes what many believe to be the greatest 
defensive play in Padres history. Atlanta’s Jeff Burroughs hit a sharp grounder toward 
center that appeared to be beyond Smith’s reach. As Smith dived, the ball hit a divot in 
the infield and took a wild hop above Smith’s head. The shortstop reached back and 
above his head with his bare hand, caught the ball, jumped to his feet and threw out 
Burroughs at first. The Padres win 2–0 at San Diego Stadium as Randy Jones and Rollie 
Fingerscombine on a three hit shutout. 

April 20, 1983 — The Padres suffer the 14th home rainout in franchise history. It will be 
more than 15 years until the Padres have their next rainout in Mission Valley. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Allens Star for AA-San Antonio; Myers Homers Again on 
Rehab for Storm 
By Bill Center 

Padres outfielder Wil Myers homered in a second straight game Thursday night while on 
his rehab assignment with Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

But the focus for Padres prospects shifted to the unrelated Allens at Double-A San 
Antonio 

Left-handed starting pitcher Logan Allen allowed three runs (one earned) on six hits and 
a walk with six strikeouts in five innings. Logan Allen, 20, the Padres’ eighth-ranked 
prospect, improved to 2–1 with a 4.60 earned run average. 

Catcher Austin Allen was 3-for-4 with two doubles and two runs scored. Austin Allen, 24, 
who was the Missions’ designated hitter Thursday, is the Padres’ 29th-ranked prospect 
by MLB Pipeline. He is hitting .333. 

Two other top-30 prospects had good games for San Antonio Thursday: 

— Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., 19, the Padres’ №1 ranked prospect, was 2-for-6 with 
two runs scored and is now hitting .211. 

— First baseman Josh Naylor, 20, the Padres’ No. 16 prospect, was 2-for-5 with a walk 
and a run scored. He is hitting .396 and was named the Texas League Player of the 
Week. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (10–5): Chihuahuas 6, RENO 5 — RHP Kyle Lloyd (2–0, 6.60 ERA) 
allowed four runs on three hits and four walks with three strikeouts in five innings to get 
the win. LHP Kyle McGrath (4.50) allowed a run on a hit and two walks with an inning. 
LHP Colten Brewer (5.40) allowed a hit with three strikeouts in a scoreless inning. 
LHP Buddy Baumann (0.00) gave up a hit with two strikeouts in a scoreless inning. 
RHP T.J. Weir (3.12) issued a walk with two strikeouts in an otherwise scoreless inning. 
RF Franmil Reyes (.275) was 2-for-4 with his second homer, a walk, two runs scored and 
two RBIs. 1B Brett Nicholas (.356) hit his fourth homer in five at-bats LF Nick 
Schulz (.343) was 2-for-3 with a double, a sacrifice fly and a run scored. 3B Dusty 
Coleman (.139) was 1-for-3 with a run scored. CF Shane Peterson (.219) was 1-for-4 with 
a run scored. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (8–5): Missions 10, MIDLAND 5 — RHP Colby Blueberg (5.68 
ERA) followed Logan Allen and allowed a hit with a strikeout in an inning. LHP Jose 
Castillo (4.76) allowed a run on a hit and a walk with three strikeouts in an inning. 
RHP Robert Stock (3.00) allowed a run on two hits and a walk with three strikeouts in two 
innings. Supporting Austin Allen, Tatis and Naylor on offense was 2B River 
Stevens (.211) who was 3-for-5 with three RBIs and a stolen base. LF Rod Boykin (.242) 
was 2-for-5 with a double and two RBIs. RF Forrestt Allday (.279) was 2-for-6. 3B Ty 
France (.244) was 1-for-1 with a walk, a RBI and a run scored plus being hit three times 
by pitches. C Kyle Overstreet (.289) was 1-for-3 with a walk, a hit-by-pitch, a RBI and two 
runs scored. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (7–8): Storm 5, RANCHO CUCAMONGA 4 —
 In addition to Myers, C Luis Torrens and 1B Brad Zunica also homered for Lake Elsinore. 
Torrens (.256) was 2-for-4 with two RBIs. Zunica (.239) was 2-for-3 with two runs scored. 
SS Kelvin Melean (.346) was 2-for-4 with a double. Starting LHP Adrian Morejon (5.11 
ERA) allowed four runs on six hits and a walk with four strikeouts in four innings. 
RHP Blake Rogers (3.86) struck out two in two perfect innings. RHP Trevor Megill (1–0, 
3.38) allowed a hit with five strikeouts in three innings to get the win. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (4–10): Great Lakes 10, TIN CAPS 2 — RF Jack 
Suwinski (.219) was 1-for-2 with a double and a sacrifice fly for both RBIs. CF Jeisson 
Rosario (.212) was 0-for-1 with three walks and scored both Fort Wayne runs. 2B Esteury 
Ruiz (.222) and DH Gabriel Arias (.234) were each 1-for-4. Starting RHP Mason 
Thompson (1–2, 10.80 ERA) allowed eight runs on six hits and four walks with three 
strikeouts in two innings. RHP Caleb Boushley (3.38) allowed two runs on five hits and a 
walk with four strikeouts in 3 1/3 innings RHP Jordan Guerrero (1.80) allowed a hit with 
two strikeouts in 1 2/3 scoreless innings. RHP Jared Carkuff (0.00) allowed a hit with two 
strikeouts in a scoreless inning. 1B Carlos Belen (0.00) closed out the game, allowing a 
hit and a walk with a strikeout in a scoreless inning. 
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Stars of Tomorrow Compete at Petco Park 
Local high school baseball teams face off on Padres’ field 

By Justin Lafferty 

Petco Park has a history of both exciting Padres moments and giving San Diegans a 
glimpse at the future. 

When the organization’s №2 prospect, MacKenzie Gore, was still a high school athlete in 
North Carolina, a showcase at Petco Park helped him gain national prominence. 

Each year, Petco Park and the California Interscholastic Federation (the governing body 
of high school sports) partner to give teams from all over San Diego County a chance to 
compete on a big league diamond. 

The event is put on as a fundraiser for the schools. Tickets are $15 and include a ticket to 
the June 1 Padres vs. Reds game (except for the El Cajon Valley vs. Monte Vista game, 
which is free and will not come with a ticket to the June 1 Padres game). 

Tickets can be purchased at the Petco Park box office. 

Here’s a look at the schedule: 

Thursday, April 19, 2018 

4:00 p.m. Francis Parker vs. La Jolla Country Day 

7:00 p.m. El Cajon Valley vs. Monte Vista 

Friday, April 20, 2018 

1:00 p.m. Hoover v. Kearny 

4:00 p.m. Mission Hills v. Oceanside 

7:00 p.m. Brawley v. Southwest 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
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10:00 a.m. Chula Vista v. Hilltop 

1:00 p.m. Ramona v. Valley Center 

4:00 p.m. Maranatha v. Santa Fe Christian 
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Andy’s Address — 4/19 Off Day 
Andy Addresses sharing information with the media, Headley 

By Bill Center 

Though he did not address the media today, Padres manager Andy Greenrecently 
shared how he shares information with the media . . . and what he shares. 

“I’m not going to ever sit up here and lie to you, I can promise you that,” said Green. “But 
I’m not going to tell you absolutely everything. That would be foolish from my seat to 
say Eric Hosmer is down today because his back is tweaked and he’s not available to 
pinch hit so that the other manager has that information in the seventh inning of a game.” 

“He has to contend with the possibility that Hosmer could come to the dish in a one-run 
game. That impacts the way we both decide things. You don’t feel inclined to tell stuff 
until you have to tell stuff. I think every manager feels that way. Fans are going to judge 
you for decisions you don’t make even when you can’t use a guy and they’re going to 
think you’re foolish or stupid because you didn’t bring a guy in in an obvious situation.” 

“It doesn’t serve our best interest to simply say ‘he wasn’t available today’ just to cover 
myself. That doesn’t make sense. So a lot of times, you withhold stuff. And guys on the 
injury trail coming back through rehab, it’s not a clear path. Everybody wants to hear he’s 
going to rehab on Monday or Tuesday, he’s going to be back on Friday. On Tuesday, you 
check with him to see how he feels. On Wednesday, you check again and you realize he 
needs some rest before he comes back and he needs one more rehab game because his 
timing feels bad.” 

“You go out and say exactly what you’re going to do and you don’t do it, everyone thinks 
you don’t have a plan. That’s not really how it works. The plan is, read and react, read 
and respond. Have a rough outline of how you are going to handle guys then you behave 
accordingly once they are either ready to play or needing more time.” 

Green also discussed the early-season slump and new role challenging Chase Headley. 

“Headley is one of those guys who is in one of those starts to the year that if this was in 
June and he was hitting .290 and it dropped to .250, no one would think a ton of it,” said 
Green. 

“But when it happens the first 30 at-bats of the season, everybody draws huge 
conclusions. I’m pleased with his investment in his teammates, his attitude. It’s a tough 
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role for someone like him who has played every day or his career pretty much to adjust to 
sporadic at-bats.” 

“He’s the type of player, he’s very cerebral so that first at-bat is going to impact his second 
at-bat which will impact his third at-bat. When you get just one at-bat, you don’t get to log 
that information and take advantage of it. He’s definitely learning a new role. It’s probably 
difficult for him at this point in time. I have no doubt that he’s invested and he’ll figures 
some things out.” 
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One simple request changed the trajectory of Adam Cimber's pitches — and 
his life 
 
By Dennis Lin  
 
On March 25 at the Padres’ spring complex, Adam Cimber stepped into the early-
morning cool of Arizona. A conversation indoors had left him in jittery disbelief. He 
needed to make a phone call. 

A stream of minor leaguers walked past on their way to a workout. In prior years, Cimber 
would have walked among them. 

This day, though, was unlike any other. Cimber ventured alone to an empty practice field 
and took a seat in the bleachers. He dialed his father’s cell phone. When Russ Cimber 
did not answer, Adam tried his mother, Lori. 

The call roused both parents from their sleep. Adam detected grogginess and a hint of 
annoyance on the other end of the line. It was still dark in the Cimbers’ bedroom in West 
Seattle. 

“Well,” Adam said, “I’m just calling to let you know I’m going to the big leagues.” 

In the next instant, the sound of euphoria reached his ears. 

“I’ve got to admit, I lost it,” Russ Cimber told The Athletic. “It struck me pretty 
emotionally, that it’d just been a long journey — 20 years since he was 7 and starting 
this. And most of those years, him telling me every year, ‘I want to play major-league 
baseball.’” 

“Tears. On both ends,” Adam said, recalling the exchange. “You don’t hear your dad cry 
much. That’s pretty cool.” 

The Padres opened their season four days later at Petco Park. With his parents in 
attendance, Cimber debuted against the Milwaukee Brewers in the 12th inning of a tie 
game. He yielded a run on three hits before absorbing his first major-league loss. 

In the three weeks since Opening Day, Cimber has been one of baseball’s busiest 
relievers. The right-hander has worked 14 innings, striking out 18 batters and conceding 
only three runs. Last Saturday, his teammates stuck him in a laundry cart and poured 
beer on him. “It was cold,” Cimber said after his first major-league win. “But it was worth 
it.” 

So, too, was an adjustment made more than a decade ago. 

At 27, Cimber has realized a dream pitching from the same arm slot his father 
suggested. 

 

In 2013, more than 30 baseball players appeared in games for the University of San 
Francisco. Two have ascended to the highest level of the sport. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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Bradley Zimmer became a first-round draft selection and a top outfield prospect for 
Cleveland. The La Jolla High graduate surfaced with the Indians last May. Even in the 
majors, he stands out for a freakish blend of size, strength and speed. 

The other 2013 Don to reach the bigs arrived as a senior transfer from the University of 
Washington. Adam Cimber is a lanky 6-foot-4. In street clothes, the Seattle resident 
might pass for a member of a grunge-rock outfit. 

Baseball, however, has been a lifelong obsession. Cimber named his labradoodle 
Griffey, after the Hall of Fame outfielder. His USF bio lists Dennis Eckersley as his sports 
hero. 

According to the same page, if Cimber could be anyone for a day, it would be “his dad.” 

Russ Cimber has worked for Bonneville Broadcasting since 1992. The production 
director writes, voices and records commercials for three Seattle radio stations. One of 
them is 710 ESPN Seattle, the Mariners’ flagship. 

The job has afforded the Cimbers special access. 

Adam attended Mariners games throughout his childhood, occasionally interacting with 
the players he watched. He owns baseballs signed by Ken Griffey Jr., Alex Rodriguez 
and Jamie Moyer. Russ cut radio spots and developed relationships with Jay Buhner, 
Moyer and others. Another friend, Mariners play-by-play announcer Rick Rizzs, recorded 
motivational messages for Adam’s Little League team. 

For Adam’s 10th birthday, Russ and Lori gifted him a Mariners-themed bedroom. A six-
foot poster of Griffey served as the highlight, Adam waking each morning to a life-size 
reminder. 

“You don’t squash dreams, so every year I asked him, ‘Hey, do you want to keep doing 
this?’” Russ said. “He’d say, ‘Yeah,’ and he kept the same goal all the way through.” 

As Cimber neared high school, Russ considered the odds. His son was shorter and 
skinnier than many of his peers. He did not possess exceptional tools or throw 
particularly hard. 

There was this, though: Adam, a shortstop at the time, naturally had a lower arm slot. 
Russ, an avid baseball fan himself, thought back to watching Eckersley, Dan 
Quisenberry and Kent Tekulve. They were pitchers who had succeeded by being 
different. 

One day, as Russ and Adam played catch on a field in Federal Way, Wash., the elder 
Cimber made a request. He asked his 13-year-old son to attempt a sidearm delivery. 

The first few throws confirmed what Russ had suspected. There was a hump to the ball’s 
trajectory, and Adam was hitting his target with significant movement. The next step, 
Russ thought, was to experiment in summer-ball games before Adam’s freshman year at 
Puyallup High. 
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“He was really reluctant at first,” Russ said. “He didn’t want it to be laughed at or be 
dorky, because nobody did that at that age and he didn’t want to look foolish. So I said, 
‘Just humor me. Throw it in, like, one out of 10 pitches.’” 

Adam soon discovered that the new look gave hitters fits. His doubts lifted. Within a 
year, he was a full-time sidearmer. He cracked Puyallup’s varsity roster as a sophomore 
and was named the team’s most valuable player. 

Cimber repeated as MVP the next two seasons. He threw a no-hitter his junior year and 
earned a scholarship offer from the University of Washington. Around the same time, a 
28-year-old submariner made his big-league debut with Oakland. 

Playing in the same division as Seattle, Brad Ziegler opened his career with 39 
consecutive scoreless innings of relief. 

 

Greg Moore had always enjoyed pitchers with unique styles. Then he laid eyes on Adam 
Cimber. 

“It was just love at first pitch,” the former University of Washington pitching coach said. 

Under Moore’s watch, Cimber debuted as a true freshman. He developed into a solid if 
unspectacular contributor out of the Huskies’ bullpen. He departed after three seasons 
with a bachelor’s degree in history. He headed south for his final year of eligibility. 

In San Francisco, Cimber reunited with Moore, who had left Washington to become 
USF’s associate head coach. Their second pairing proved fruitful. 

Cimber shelved a high leg kick and began pitching exclusively from the stretch. He got 
more physical, Moore said, and attacked hitters more aggressively. He averaged better 
than a strikeout per inning and established a school record with nine saves. 

“He really loves the craft. He loves baseball,” Moore, now the head coach at Cal State 
Northridge, said. “You don’t see a lot of guys at 20, 21, 22 who just want to learn for the 
sake of learning, not because it’s going to lead to pro ball or a certain role.” 

Cimber’s dedication culminated in a reward that June. The Padres selected him in the 
ninth round, 268th overall. Cimber called his father immediately. 

“It was emotional,” Russ said. “Something you dream about. If anything, you got drafted.” 

Cimber signed for $5,000 and reported to Eugene, Ore. He posted a 2.56 ERA in short-
season ball and bypassed low A the next year, jumping to Lake Elsinore. He spent most 
of the following two seasons with Double-A San Antonio. 

His determination did not go untested. In 2016, Cimber twice received a promotion to 
Triple A. Neither stay lasted long. He surrendered nine runs over a combined 4 2/3 
innings with El Paso. 

The Cimbers took an even heavier gut punch late last March. After a minor-league 
exhibition, Adam walked off the field to tell his parents he would not start the season with 
an affiliate. 
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The Padres had informed him he would remain in extended spring training. They felt he 
needed to alter his tendencies against left-handed hitters. As evidence, they pointed to 
his Triple A numbers. It was a small sample size. 

Frustrated, Adam sulked for a couple days. Then, Russ said, “he chose to figure it out.” 

Cimber studied several hours of video of Darren O’Day, a veteran sidearmer who has 
handled lefties throughout his career. He conferred with Garvin Alston, then the Padres’ 
minor-league pitching rehab coordinator, on a new game plan. 

In the past, Cimber had fed left-handers a steady stream of low-and-away pitches. He 
had become prone to allowing opposite-field singles. Minor damage compounded. His 
2016 splits, while skewed by his cameos with El Paso, illustrated the point: He limited 
righties to a .494 on-base plus slugging percentage, even as lefties OPS’d 1.085 against 
him. 

Cimber used extended-spring games as a test. With lefties up to bat, he began 
incorporating more off-speed pitches and targeting more areas of the strike zone. 

“At that point I kind of said, ‘My career’s at a crossroads right now. I’m going to take 
some risks, because what’s the worst that can happen?’” Cimber said. “So I started 
throwing some pitches I wouldn’t normally have thrown.” 

 

Cimber gained more than an overhauled approach from last April’s reset. 

“A little bit of a chip on the shoulder, too,” he said. 

He remained behind in Arizona for less than two weeks before he reported to San 
Antonio. He was in Double A for a month. This time, he made his promotion to El Paso 
last. He finished the season limiting right-handers to a .546 OPS. Lefties did not fare 
much better, with a .656 clip. 

The Padres rewarded Cimber with his first invitation to major-league spring training. He 
entered camp as a non-roster invitee and one of three submariners, along with Kazuhisa 
Makita, who had left Japan for a big-league deal, and minor-league teammate Eric 
Yardley. The odds were daunting. 

“He was at the bottom of the totem pole,” manager Andy Green said. 

In the Padres’ Cactus League opener, Cimber faced his hometown team. On the 
Mariners’ radio broadcast, Rizzs and regular TV play-by-play man Dave Sims combined 
to call a 1-2-3 inning. 

“Hey, Russ, stick that chest out. Kid did well,” Sims said over the air.  

“I was proud. Because I’ve known Russ for years,” Rizzs told The Athletic. “And I could 
just imagine how many buttons he popped on his shirt listening to the broadcast.” 

There were similar moments throughout the rest of camp. Over eight more Cactus 
League innings, Cimber permitted only four hits and a walk. He struck out nine and 
never gave up a run. 
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“He just kept getting outs,” Padres pitching coach Darren Balsley said. “We put him in 
every situation we possibly could — inherited runners, starting an inning, all different 
situations — and he answered the bell on all of them.” 

Early on March 25, the final day of camp, Cimber left the Padres’ complex to return his 
rental car. He came back to learn the coaching staff had been looking for him. Oh, here 
we go, he thought. I’m finally getting sent down. Almost a full year had passed since he 
was told he would not break camp with an affiliate. 

“We had no expectations,” Russ said. “We figured he’d probably go back to Triple A and 
start the season there and maybe get a call-up by the end of the year.” 

Cimber made his way to Green’s office. The manager asked him what kind of car he had 
driven during the spring. He replied he’d gone with the cheapest option, a Nissan Sentra. 

“Well, you’re going to be able to rent a lot nicer car with a big-league salary now,” Green 
said. “Congratulations. You made the club.” 

Cimber sat in rapturous silence for a few moments.“My jaw dropped,” he recalled. 
Minutes later, he stepped outside to deliver the best news of his career. 

Adam Cimber’s days as a full-time starter ended after high school, but he has 
maintained one particular routine since he was a teenager. 

Before each appearance, he stoops to draw four letters into the back of the mound: 
GHAP. God Has A Plan. He adds a swipe above the acronym, which he got tattooed on 
the inside of his left bicep in 2013. 

“So whenever I step above the line,” Cimber said, “it’s all God’s plan.” 

There is a significant amount of choreography before Cimber slide-steps and releases 
the ball. 

With his right hand, he tucks the ball behind his back. He crouches, brings his head 
between his knees — his face a couple feet from the mound — and takes a breath. “It 
narrows my focus on a small target,” Cimber explained. 

When he straightens and comes set, he points his left foot backward, turning it 
perpendicular to the rubber. Cimber adopted the pigeon-toed stance at USF, after he 
ditched an old-school windup and leg kick in favor of his current, streamlined motion. “I 
preloaded my hips so I’m already kind of torqued,” he said. “It’s just slide and go, instead 
of lift, torque and go. It’s just something to speed up my time to the plate.” 

The entire process, which includes a release point about two feet from the ground, often 
results in mediocre contact or a whiff against pedestrian velocity. 

Cimber’s 14 relief innings are tied for third-most in the majors. Same-handed hitters are 
6-for-31 against him. Lefties, who often encounter rising fastballs up in the zone, are 3-
for-17. 

“Submariners are kind of pitching around the middle of the plate and letting the 
deception get the hitter out,” Padres catcher Austin Hedges said. “The deception is 
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there, but now he’s pitching to all quadrants of the strike zone. That makes it really tough 
on the hitter.” 

At least one pitch-quantification system gives Cimber elite marks for his early-season 
work. Using PITCHf/x data, Quality of Pitch — a metric devised by former Biola 
University pitcher Jarvis Greiner — combines location, movement and velocity to 
calculate effectiveness on a scale from minus-10 to plus-10. Cimber’s average score of 
6.64 ranks first among major leaguers who have thrown at least 100 pitches. 

“Adam Cimber has tremendous late break on his pitches combined with above average 
horizontal break and location as shown by the components search on our website,” 
Wayne Greiner, Jarvis’ father, wrote in an email. 

Expanding the search to include the last 10 seasons reveals Cimber’s name in the 
company of O’Day, Ziegler and Joe Smith, three sidearmers who have carved out 
lengthy big-league careers. After recording two perfect frames against the Astros on 
April 8, Cimber texted his father. He had pitched in the same inning as Houston’s Smith. 

“We have spent a lot of time studying these guys,” Russ Cimber said. “I used that as a 
source of encouragement. ‘Hey, look at what these guys have done. … Maybe you can 
be the next one.’” 

Whether Adam Cimber will achieve similar longevity is uncertain. What his father knows 
is these last few weeks have provided an unforgettable reversal. 

Somewhere, perhaps, a young baseball player is watching Cimber and imagining the 
possibilities. 

“One of the really cool things for both his mom and I now is to watch him sign balls for 
little kids,” Russ said. “Because he was one of those little kids.” 
 

https://api.qopbaseball.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/inside-the-new-system-that-wants-to-revolutionize-how-we-look-at-pitches-020842981.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/inside-the-new-system-that-wants-to-revolutionize-how-we-look-at-pitches-020842981.html
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