
 

 

 
 

Minnesota Twins Daily Clips 
Friday, November 2, 2018  

 
 
 Who is available in free agency to help Twins? Star Tribune (Neal) p.  p.1 
 MLB free agents the Twins should considering targeting. Star Tribune (Neal) p.2 
 Twins lose Johnny Field, Oliver Drake on waivers. Star Tribune (Miller) p.2 
 Twins pluck Atlanta outfielder Michael Reed off waivers. Star Tribune (Neal) p.3 
 Twins clear more roster space ahead of free-agency period. Pioneer Press (Shipley) p.3 
 Twins claim outfielder Michael Reed off waivers. Pioneer Press (Shipley) p.4 

Who is available in free agency to help Twins? 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| November 2, 2018 
 
Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine have made sweeping changes since joining the organization following 
the 2016 season. 
 
They have replaced scouting and player development personnel; overhauled strength and conditioning staffs; revamped strategies from the majors 
through the minors; built up a research and development department; and have shaken up the major league coaching staff — with their most 
notable move coming in October, when they replaced manager Paul Molitor with newbie Rocco Baldelli. 
 
However, there’s one area the dynamic duo have not revised with the same vigor — the major league roster. So, as the pair enter their third 
offseason in charge, is it the right time to make significant roster moves? 
 
The Twins are several players away from catching Cleveland in the AL Central and have payroll flexibility — they have $24.5 million committed 
to their own players next season, plus $5.95 million they owe from the Phil Hughes trade to San Diego — to add talent. 
 
Or will the priority be to let Baldelli work his magic with the players who already are here? 
 
The Twins still believe there’s a developing young core, but they will look to strengthen the areas around that core as the hot stove league heats 
up. The general managers meetings take place next week in Carlsbad, Calif., where the groundwork for trades and free-agent signings is often 
laid. Then the winter meetings take place Dec. 9-12 in Las Vegas, where deals could be culminated. 
 
“I always view free agency as a supplement to the core of your team,” Falvey said. “If you look at the playoff teams and the teams that have won, 
they have built around a key core. We’ve talked a lot about our group, and some of the setbacks that we’ve experienced with that collection of 
players. We still believe that group has a chance to impact us the way it did down the stretch in 2017.” 
 
Still, when a team has around $30 million in commitments one year after making a run at starting pitcher Yu Darvish — they offered a five-year 
deal of at least $100 million — it would appear the Twins could take another big swing at free agency. 
 
“We know that free agency can be a risky place to spend a lot of time,” Falvey cautioned. “We just want to make sure we are thoughtful about 
finding a right fit for our roster.” 
 
Baldelli has focused on contacting players and learning about the farm system while allowing the front office to do its thing. 
 
“I’m using this period of time to learn as much as I can about all aspects,” Baldelli said during a radio interview on KFAN on Wednesday. “The 
more I learn about the roster and players and the more we talk within the organization about them as opposed to looking outside the organization, 
I think the best thing to do is to look at the good, young, talented players we have and ask questions about what are the best things we can do to 
help these guys.” 
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Once he completes his research, he will find the club has a potential hole at first base if Joe Mauer retires, no second baseman (perhaps free agent 
Jed Lowrie?) and an offense in need of a bat (Michael Brantley?). Falvey looks at the infield and see flexibility with moves. 
 
“We’re going to remain open-minded to that,” Falvey said. “If we were to find a perfect fit at third base, would that open up a different place 
where Miguel [Sano] could play? 
 
“I would anticipate position players being probably more of the focus in the early going, I would say.” 
 
Sano and Byron Buxton, who underperformed and spent time on the disabled list last season, are major unanswered questions. In fact, some in the 
organization feel it can’t make significant additions this offseason because they need to figure out if the former top prospects can produce the 
goods in 2019. If they don’t, they might have to re-examine their long-term plan. 
 
“That’s a fair way of looking at it for a question,” Falvey said. “As we look at this group, we certainly expect a lot of [them] and Eddie [Rosario] 
and Max [Kepler] and Jorge [Polanco]. We need that group to collectively take steps forward. It doesn’t mean we can’t invest now and betting on 
these guys for the future. 
 
“We want to set it up to be in a good position. That may mean setting ourselves up for a good position on Opening Day. That may mean setting up 
to leave us some flexibility at the deadline and see where we could be. All of those will factor in.” 
 
The Twins also could swing a deal to fill holes. Since Falvey and Levine arrived, they have added minor league talent through trades. The 
organization has an above-average minor league system now, and the club could package anyone not named outfielder Alex Kirilloff, shortstop 
Royce Lewis or righthander Brusdar Graterol in a deal. 
 
“I believe we are set up pretty well for that, in the event we do have those conversations,” Falvey said. “At this stage, most people are focused on 
the external free agents acquisitions more than trades. That will pick up as you get closer, some at the GM meetings, but certainly at the winter 
meetings.” 
 
 
 
MLB free agents the Twins should considering targeting 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| November 1, 2018 
 
Michael Brantley, OF, 31, Indians: With Joe Mauer expected to retire, the Twins need a reliable bat, and a healthy Brantley proved last season 
that he’s still got it. Brantley could play either corner outfield spots or designated hitter. 
 
Marwin Gonzalez, IF-OF, 30, Astros: He can play everywhere expect pitcher or catcher and provide decent offense while doing so. Would be a 
good fit on a team that might need to rotate players through 3B, 1B and DH. 
 
Kelvin Herrera, RHP, 29, Nationals: His fastball velocity dipped to an average of 96.5 miles per hour this season, and his slider usage increased. 
But he has a track record of being reliable, and the Twins likely will seek some bullpen help. 
 
Jed Lowrie, 2B/3B, 34, Athletics: The Twins have entered the post-Brian Dozier era, and Lowrie might make up for his departure. Lowrie has 
posted an on-base-plus-slugging percentage of more than .800 in each of the past two seasons. The worry is that he might be about to hit a wall at 
age 34. 
 
Drew Pomeranz, LHP, 30, Red Sox: Pomeranz has a shiny World Series ring coming his way after winning one with the Red Sox. He won 17 
games in 2017, but he’s had some arm trouble and his fastball is down a tick. But this has low risk written all over it, and the Twins like low risks. 
 
*Ages on Opening Day 2019 
 
 
 
 
Twins lose Johnny Field, Oliver Drake on waivers 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | November 1, 2018 
 
Johnny Field and Oliver Drake became Twins on the same day in August. They departed on the same day in November. 
 
Field was claimed off waivers by the Cubs on Thursday, and Drake was claimed by the Rays, ending their tenures in Minnesota just two days 
short of three months after they began. 
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The transactions clear two spaces on the Twins’ roster one day before teams are allowed to begin signing free agents. Minnesota now has four 
vacancies on its 40-man roster. 
 
Field, a 26-year-old outfielder who made his major-league debut with Tampa Bay in April, appeared in 21 games with the Twins, 15 of them 
starts, and batted .250 with three homers. 
 
Drake, a 31-year-old righthander who made major-league history by appearing in games for five different teams in one season, was most 
successful with the Twins, posting a 2.21 ERA in 19 relief appearances totaling 20⅓ innings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twins pluck Atlanta outfielder Michael Reed off waivers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| November 1, 2018 
 
The Twins claimed outfielder Michael Reed off waivers Thursday. 
 
Reed, 25, played in the Atlanta organization last season. 
 
A righthanded hitter, he had seven at-bats in seven games for the Braves, getting two hits, but split most of the season between Class AAA 
Gwinnett and Class AA Mississippi. In the minors, he hit a combined .342 with 11 home runs and a .520 slugging percentage in 97 games. 
 
Born in Maplewood, Reed grew up in Texas and was taken by Milwaukee in the fifth round of the 2011 draft. He played briefly for the Brewers in 
2015 and 2016, but spent all of 2017 in Class AA Biloxi. 
 
Reed’s father, Benton, was a standout football player at Mississippi who was drafted in the 10th round by Tampa Bay in 1986 and played three 
games at defensive end for the Patriots in 1987. 
 
The Twins have 38 players on their 40-man roster but, in the coming weeks, will have to add eligible players to the roster or risk losing them in 
the Rule 5 draft. 
 
 
 
 
 
Twins clear more roster space ahead of free-agency period 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | November 1, 2018 
 
With Major League Baseball’s free-agent period set to begin Saturday, the Twins cleared two more spots on their 40-man roster when outfielder 
Johnny Field and pitcher Oliver Drake were claimed off waivers.  
 
Field, 26, was claimed by the Chicago Cubs. He played 63 games for the Tampa Bay Rays before being claimed off waivers by Minnesota on 
Aug. 3. He played in 21 games for the Twins down the stretch and hit .250 with three home runs and seven RBIs. 
 
 
Drake, 31, who has made 135 major league appearances with Baltimore, Milwaukee, Cleveland, Toronto and Minnesota since 2015, was claimed 
by Tampa Bay. He made 19 relief appearances for the Twins, who claimed him off waivers from the Blue Jays, amassing a 2.21 earned-run 
average in 20.1 innings pitched. 
 
The Twins have 36 players on their 40-man roster. 
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Twins claim outfielder Michael Reed off waivers 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | November 1, 2018 
 
The Twins have claimed outfielder Michael Reed off waivers from the Atlanta Braves, a team spokesman said.  
 
 
Reed, 25, has played in 22 major league games with Milwaukee and Atlanta. He batted 2 for 7 with a run scored in seven games with the Braves 
last season. In 53 games with Triple-A Gwinnett he hit .336 with seven home runs, 25 RBIs and four stolen bases. 
 
 
After adding Reed, declining team options on right-hander Ervin Santana and designated hitter/first baseman Logan Morrison on Tuesday, the 
Twins now have 38 players on their 40-man roster. 
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