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Tyson Ross, Andy Green tried for Padres history 

Kevin Acee  
  

Pretty much everyone who has watched any number of the Padres 7,835 games 
was thinking about it. 

The guy doing it certainly was. 

 “I’m dumb,” Tyson Ross said. “I think about it in the fourth inning or fifth inning. … 
But I was able to put those thoughts out of my mind and execute and continue to 
roll.” 

And as he did so, it weighed more and more on the mind of the guy in charge of 
how long it was going to go. 

“It was fun,” Andy Green said. 

And then, sounding tired, Green added, “You don’t like seeing that high a pitch 
count.” 

It, as if any explanation is required at this point, after 49 seasons plus a little less 
than a month, was Ross’ valiant effort at pitching the first no-hitter by a Padres 
pitcher. 

The Padres would beat the Diamondbacks, breaking an ugly three-game losing 
streak. They did in the ninth inning what they had mostly been unable to do – put 
balls in play and manufacture runs when needed most. 

On any other night, that would have been the story and the thing Green could not 
shut up about. And he did talk about the big hits. Every bit of progress from a team 
in transition is a stepping stone he relishes. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
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But, on this night, Andy Green, a man virtually consumed by the mission of 
changing a mostly forlorn franchise’s fortunes, was managing history in a one-run 
game on Friday night at Chase Field. 

“Every team is in a different place,” Green said. “Where we are in the process right 
now, we put history above a 1-0 game. At least I do. Whether that’s right, wrong, 
whatever, somebody can judge that differently … For me, where we are, when 
you have a chance to do something an organization has never done before you 
give him as much leash as you possibly can.” 

And so Green let Ross go 127 pitches into his fourth start of the season, his 
14th start since a major surgery in 2016. 

“I’m aware,” Green said of the Padres’ standing as the only major league team 
without no-hitter. “I think every situation is unique. Tyson Ross isn’t a young kid 
coming up through the organization that we’re trying to protect. Give him a chance 
to do something really special tonight. If that runs his pitch count up, and he’s still 
OK, I’m going to be OK with that and try to give him a change to do something 
really special. We gave him as much leash as humanly possible today. He did a 
heck of a job, I would have loved to see him get it.” 

The last of Ross’ pitches came with two outs in the eighth inning, a slider just off 
the plate, maybe a little flatter and a little higher than it should have been, that 
pinch-hitter Christian Walker swatted hard to center field. 

Rookie center fielder Franchy Cordero initially broke in on the line drive directly at 
him and later acknowledged he should have caught the ball that he retreated on 
and almost did grab before it bounced on the warning track and hit the base of the 
wall on a hop, a double that tied the game 1-1. 

“It was a tough read,” Cordero said. “I would have liked to make that play so 
Tyson could have kept throwing his game and had his no-hitter.” 

Instead, that would be the end of the night for Ross, who had known he was “one 
pitch away for a while, and unfortunately a hit fell in.” 
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Green had already been out to visit his tall right-hander once, after a slider on 
Ross’ seventh pitch to Alex Avila got a swinging strikeout (Ross’ 10th) but also 
bounced in front of catcher Austin Hedges and allowed Nick Ahmed, who had 
walked to lead off the eighth, to move to second. 

With the potential tying run on second base and Ross up to 119 pitches, one shy 
of his career high thrown almost four years ago, the manger went to the mound to 
look his pitcher in the eye. 

“I just wanted to make sure he had gas left in the tank,” Green said. “It was clear 
he was pretty close to empty.” 

Ross maintained he wasn’t tiring. 

“I felt OK,” he said. “I think I might have tried to do a little too much on a few 
sliders.” 

Mostly, those sliders were diving and darting into the zone and away from it, set 
up by a command of his fastball that conspired to fluster the Diamondbacks. 

“It’s the best I’ve been in recent memory,” said Ross, the only Padres pitcher to go 
at least six innings in all of his starts this season. “After last year coming back from 
missing a year, its’ good to have a game like this. … It was fun. It’s what I live for – 
to get out there and be dominating on the mound.” 

Green did note Ross’ velocity in Friday’s eighth innig was higher than it had been 
when he was removed from his start seven days prior after throwing six innings. 

But ever since Friday’s seventh inning, when Paul Goldschmidt’s one-out walk 
ended a streak of 18 straight Diamondbacks retired, the entirety of the situation 
had weighed on Green. 

“You don’t want to put somebody in jeopardy to get hurt or be impacted in the 
future,” Green said. “But it’s a special thing, and you want guys to have a chance 
to do special things.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-avila-PESPT000009876-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
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Ross, who will turn 31 on Sunday, was at 102 pitches after the walk to 
Goldschmidt. That is five more than Ross had thrown in any of his 10 starts for 
the Texas Rangers last year. It is eight more than he threw in his only start of 
2016. 

He did not pitch after making an opening day start for the Padres in 2016 and in 
October of that year had thoracic outlet surgery, a procedure in which a rib is 
removed to alleviate pressure on an artery near the shoulder. 

Ross, one of the most dominant pitchers in baseball for the Padres from 2013 
through ’15, was released by the Rangers last September and signed a minor-
league deal with the Padres in December. 

And there he was Friday, a guy who had to prove he could still get outs in order to 
make the team a month ago, on the verge of something never done – not by 
Randy Jones or Jake Peavy or Kevin Brown or any of the 245 other pitchers who 
have started a game for the Padres. 

Still, Green was “factoring everything into the equation. … You’re cognizant of 
what he’s pitching through.” 

That first visit was brief. With every infielder gathered around the mound, Ross 
told Green to let him try to get the next batter. Green patted him on the backside 
and walked away. 

At that point, Ahmed had stolen third. Ross got Devan Marrero to ground to the 
right side, directly at second baseman Carlos Asuaje, who threw home to get 
Ahmed. 

Ross was 124 pitches in as Walker came to the plate. 

“That was the last batter he was going to face,” Green said. 

However, he later acknowledged, “I probably could have been lobbied.” 

And Ross would have tried. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/texas-rangers-ORSPT000029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jake-peavy-PESPT000009833-topic.html
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“If I would have gotten that guy out, I would have gutted it out with the best of 
them,” Ross said. “But even to go to the bullpen right there and have them finish it 
out would have been pretty cool.” 

That became moot when, three pitches later, Walker was standing on second and 
the game was tied. 

Green came out again. Ross walked off the field to a standing ovation from many 
in the crowd of 24,902. 

Craig Stammen had been up and down in the bullpen since the walk to 
Goldschmidt. In the eighth, it was Brad Hand who was warming, reluctantly ready 
to assume the mound. 

Hand would walk a batter and then get a strike out to end the eighth and strike out 
all three batters he faced in the ninth to combine with Ross on the 29th one-hitter in 
franchise history. 

The Padres would win 4-1, in part because the Diamondbacks made two errors 
but also because Wil Myers led off with a single, went to second on a passed ball 
and third on Eric Hosmer’s grounder and scored on Christian Villanueva’s single 
on the seventh pitch of his at-bat. 

It would be the closest any Padres pitcher got to a no-hitter since Odrisamer 
Despaigne also went 7 2/3 innings against the Mets on July 20, 2014. 

Twice, a Padres no-hitter has been broken up with two outs in the ninth. Most 
recently, in 2011 against the Dodgers in L.A., it was a group effort when Aaron 
Harang, Josh Spence, Mike Adams and Chad Qualls worked eight inning 
and Luke Gregerson got two outs in the ninth before surrendering a two-out 
double in a tie game the Padres would lose. The only solo effort to go that long 
was Steve Arlin, who allowed a single with two outs in the ninth inning of a game 
against the Phillies in 1972. 

It was that history that guided Green on Friday. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/aaron-harang-PESPT000010095-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/aaron-harang-PESPT000010095-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-spence-PESPT0015559-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-adams-%28baseball%29-PESPT000009861-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chad-qualls-PESPT000010345-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luke-gregerson-PESPT000010077-topic.html
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“Those are fun, because you want to see your players do big things,” Green said. 
“If I have to take a little stress for that, I’m fine with that.” 

He had put a lot into the game. He seemed more disappointed than anyone, 
seemingly more so than Ross. 

“I definitely know we have yet to get a no hitter, and we’ve yet to win a World 
Series,” Ross said. “Hopefully we can do both of those things here in the near 
future. Tonight was a good effort. It got close, but no cigar. Most importantly, it 
was a good team win.” 
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Tyson Ross flirts with first Padres no-hitter in win over D-backs 

 
Kevin Acee  
  

History hung in the desert air on a night so perfect that the roof was open 
at Chase Field. 

Tyson Ross, who with a strong spring training earned his way back into 
the Padres starting rotation after a major surgery ended his first stint with the team 
two years ago, flirted with the first no-hitter in the 49 years of the major league 
San Diego Padres. 

Ross, who didn’t throw more than 97 pitches in any of his 10 starts for the Texas 
Rangerslast season and threw just 94 for the Padres in a game in 2016, didn’t 
allow a hit until there were two outs in the eighth inning Friday night against 
the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

It was the furthest a Padres pitcher had gone without allowing a hit since 
Odrisamer Despaigne also went 72/3 innings against the Mets on July 20, 2014. 

The Padres scored three times in the ninth to win 4-1 over the National League 
Westleaders. 

Wil Myers singled, reached second on a passed ball, went to third on Eric 
Hosmer’s grounder and scored on Christian Villanueva’s one-out single. Hosmer 
and Villanueva would score on successive errors. 

On a different night with a different center fielder — some might argue on a 
different team — Ross might not have allowed a hit. 

On a line drive that could have (should have) been the final out of the eighth, 
rookie Franchy Cordero came in on a line drive right at him, reversed course too 
late, leaped and missed what was ruled a double by pinch-hitter Christian Walker. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-field-PLREC000138-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/texas-rangers-ORSPT000029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/texas-rangers-ORSPT000029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-walker-PESPTF00108-topic.html
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The no-hitter was gone, and so was a 1-0 lead, as Deven Marrero raced around 
from first to score. 

Padres manager Andy Green said Walker was going to be Ross’ last batter, 
regardless of the outcome. Green did say he could have been lobbied. 

“I put history above a 1-0 game,” Green said. 

Ross said he would’ve tried to convince Green. 

“If I would’ve gotten that guy out, I would have gutted it out with the best of them,” 
he said, “but even to have gone to the bullpen and have them finish it off would’ve 
been pretty cool.” 

The lead had been provided by Cordero, who in the fourth inning hit the longest 
home run ever struck by a visiting player at Chase Field, which opened in 1998. 
Cordero’s 489-foot blast, also the longest in the majors this season, traveled at 
116.3 mph from home plate to its carom off the side of the scoreboard in center 
field. 

That would be a footnote to what Ross did, which will presumably be a footnote if 
a Padres pitcher ever does make it through a game without allowing a hit. 

Walker’s hit ended Ross’ night as Brad Hand jogged from the bullpen as Ross 
walked off to a standing ovation from many in the crowd of 24,902. 

Hand got the victory by getting out of the eighth and pitching a perfect ninth. 

After a walk to the game’s second batter, Ross retired 18 straight batters before 
walking Paul Goldschmidt in the seventh. 

Ross also issued a leadoff walk to Nick Ahmed in the eighth. Ahmed advanced to 
second on a third-strike pitch to Alex Avila that bounced in front of catcher Austin 
Hedges. 

That is when Green made his first trip to the mound, briefly talking to Ross before 
walking back to the dugout. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/deven-marrero-PESPT0015813-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/alex-avila-PESPT000009876-topic.html


  

 10 

Ahmed stole third and then was thrown out at home on a Marrero grounder that 
second baseman Carlos Asuaje fielded and threw home. 

Then came Walker’s hit. 

In any other game, one in which Ross had allowed even one hit, Green almost 
certainly would have pulled Ross before the eighth. He entered that inning having 
thrown 104 pitches and was clearly tiring as that inning progressed. 

It was just a few days earlier Green had expressed the benefit of inserting Luis 
Perdomo in the rotation in place of Ross to face the Dodgers Wednesday, as well 
as Thursday’s off day. 

The right-hander, who will turn 31 on Sunday, had thoracic outlet surgery in the 
fall of 2016. He had thrown 100 and 107 pitches in his previous two outings. 

His 127 pitches Friday were a career high, seven more than he threw in a three-
hitter against the Reds in September 2014. 

 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cincinnati-reds-ORSPT000008-topic.html
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Wil Myers back, Christian Villanueva still in for Padres 

Kevin Acee  
  

The Padres will have right fielder Wil Myers and third baseman Christian 
Villanuevain the lineup Friday night against the Diamondbacks. 

Myers, who hit two home runs in his three-game rehab assignment in Lake 
Elsinore, is set to come off the disabled list before the 6:40 game. Villanueva, who 
was hit in the left hand by a pitch Wednesday, is also expected to play. 

Villanueva has 10 hits (including two doubles and three home runs) in 17 at-bats 
during a six-game hitting streak. He has walked five times and been hit twice in 
those games. 

Myers had three hits, including a home run, in the five at-bats that preceded his 
leaving the Padres’ April 2 game against the Rockies with nerve irritation in his 
right arm. His return puts the depleted Padres outfield closer to full strength. 

Center fielder Manuel Margot, on the DL since April 11, had six at-bats in 
extended spring training games Thursday and is playing there again Friday. He is 
eligible to come off the DL on Saturday. 

The Padres will likely send down reliever Tyler Webb, who was called up 
Wednesday and pitched in the final two games of the Dodgers series. Reliever 
Kirby Yates (ankle) is also coming off the DL in time for Friday’s game. 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Padres rookie Eric Lauer to debut, likely in Denver 

 
Kevin Acee  
  

The Padres’ next young pitching prospect will make his major league debut next 
week. 

Left-hander Eric Lauer, who along with Joey Lucchesi survived almost to the end 
of spring training last month, will be recalled from Triple-A to start next week, 
almost certainly against the Colorado Rockies on Tuesday. 

Neither manager Andy Green nor General Manager A.J. Preller would confirm the 
imminent promotion. However, two sources said Lauer was held out of his 
scheduled start Friday for Triple-A El Paso with the intent of his being ready to 
pitch for the Padres. 

While declining to discuss Lauer on Friday, Preller has always maintained the 
Padres’ way during this organizational transition will be to not stand in the way of 
players that have shown they are ready. 

“If guys check the boxes we’ve put in front of them,” Preller said before the Padres 
played the Arizona Diamondbacks, “then we’ll make a decision.” 

The demotion of Luis Perdomo to Triple-A on Thursday gave the team the 
opportunity to see Lauer. Perdomo’s spot in the rotation next comes up Tuesday. 

Lauer, 22, allowed three runs and struck out 10 in 10 2/3 innings in spring training, 
and the Padres are eager to see whether his four-pitch mix – originating from a 
deceptive delivery and featuring a fastball that tops out in the low 90s – will 
continue to keep major league hitters off balance. 

In spring training, Lauer explained his approach on the mound thusly: “I want to 
dominate every aspect of the game, because that’s what I’m going to have to do. 
Everything is pretty calculated. It’s like a little chess match.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
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Green did indicate there is no hesitation in having Lauer make his first start a mile 
high at Coors Field. 

“Gotta pitch there sometime,” Green said. “Didn’t seem to bother Joey Lucchesi.” 

Lucchesi, selected in the fourth round in ’16, is 2-0 with a 1.66 ERA in four starts 
for the Padres. He allowed two (unearned) runs in six innings on April 10 at Coors 
Field in his second start. 

Lucchesi’s ERA, 25 strikeouts and 21 2/3 innings are tops among all rookies. 

Lauer was the 25th overall selection in the 2016 draft and received a $2 million 
signing bonus. He will be the second pitcher from that draft class to make his big-
league debut, Lucchesi being the other. Outfielder Austin Hays, a third-round pick 
in ’16, made his debut for the Baltimore Orioles in September. 

Much like Lucchesi, the deceptive delivery, cerebral approach to pitching and ice-
in-the-veins demeanor are what people talk about as the strengths for Lauer, who 
has struck out 19 in 18 innings this season for Triple-A El Paso. 

“Its' very even keel,” Green said toward the end of spring training after observing 
Lauer. “All day, every day, same demeanor. Nothing changes. … I don’t think 
people see him well. That deception is real, and you see it in at-bats. You see it in 
chases, you see it in everything he does. He’s got just enough funk to him that 
makes him hard to pick up.” 

Perdomo, who allowed nine runs in three innings against the Dodgers on 
Wednesday, was sent down to be able to more freely work on executing a game 
plan, having an attacking mindset and being consistent while not having to try to 
get out major league hitters. 

“He skipped a lot of steps,” Green said of Perdomo, who had been with the 
Padres since being a Rule 5 pick in 2015 and never pitched above Single-A in the 
minors. “We’d hoped not to have to go back and revisit those steps.” 
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Green noted pitchers like Greg Maddux and Roy Halladay were once demoted. 
The Padres in spring had mentioned Cleveland Indians starter Carlos Carrasco, 
who led the American League with 18 victories last season after having spent 
significant portions of multiple seasons bouncing between the majors and minors. 
Green said Perdomo also might eventually make some mechanical adjustments 
while in El Paso. 

It does not sound like a brief stay. Lauer will be given time. 

And his time is now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/roy-halladay-PESPT000010087-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cleveland-indians-ORSPT000009-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-carrasco-PESPT000009959-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/american-league-15007001-topic.html
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Talking with ... Padres pitcher Clayton Richard 

Jeff Sanders  

Clayton Richard made history last week with a pinch-hit single for the Padres’ only 
hit in a loss to the Giants. The 34-year-old starting pitcher is actually 3-for-4 as a 
pinch-hitter in his 10-year career. 

Union-Tribune: Andy Green called on you for a pinch-hit last week. What are the 
mechanics of how that happens for a starting pitcher on an off day? 

Richard: Usually the game is not going the way we hoped, unfortunately. You go 
from your day of work is done and rooting on the guys to mentally locking it in and 
physically getting ready to put together an at-bat. That can be difficult at times 
because of the mental and physical aspect of it. … So I was sitting on the bench. 
The game was going in that direction and Andy gave me a heads up to get ready 
just in case that situation arises. 

U-T: He says you’re swinging the bat the best of the pitchers right now. What goes 
into how you’re feeling at the plate right now and maintaining that? 

Richard: (Laughs) Keeping it simple is my best bet. Trying to minimize and not do 
too much. When I get in trouble and when a lot of guys get in trouble is when 
we’re trying to do too much. 

U-T: On that pinch-hit, do you think it helped that you weren’t in the game and 
prepared and overthinking it? 

Richard: (Laughs) Maybe. Mentally, you’re definitely not worried about an at-bat 
coming up. You’re just reacting and I think a lot of times that’s what the best hitters 
do. You just react. If they’ve done their preparation, then they know they are 
ready. I’m not saying I’m that guy, but I’ve noticed that among the elite hitters is 
they do all the work to prepare and when the time comes they are able to just go 
out there and play the game. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-clayton-richard-makes-history-in-padres-loss-20180412-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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U-T: Knowing what you have to do to get ready to hit, do you marvel at what 
Shohei Ohtani is doing with the Angels? 

Richard: It’s incredible. It really is. It’s remarkable. It’s historic. The person people 
are comparing him to is Babe Ruth. When you have to make that comparison 
you’re doing something really special. 

U-T: Are Ohtani’s highlights something you find yourself watching? 

Richard: A little bit. We have so much going on, that I don’t have as much time. I 
know that he’s doing well and that’s really cool to see happening. I wish him the 
best because it’s a historic undertaking. 

U-T: Could you imagine altering your schedule to prepare to hit and pitch the way 
Ohtani does? 

Richard: It would be a long day at the yard. 

U-T: How would you go about it if you decided, today, that you wanted to make 
hitting a bigger part of your game? 

Richard: You would figure out how to get rest. And then get your swings in and still 
make sure you’re taking care of your arm. The days would be long. It would take a 
toll. We’ll have to see how it plays out with him over the course of 162. 

U-T: You’re pitching this week in Arizona, which is a bit of a footnote in your 
career. How did the Diamondbacks wind up as a stop on your path back to a big 
league rotation? 

Richard: That was after my thoracic outlet syndrome. I felt great. I wasn’t “back” 
yet. I was trying to find my delivery, trying to find what a healthy me was going to 
be like again. I had had my AC procedure and came back from that and was not 
right. That’s when I had the thoracic outlet performed in the beginning of 2014. I 
was rehabbing from that. There was a scout from my local area that watched me 
throw a few times that was with Arizona at the time — Pat Murtaugh. He 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
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recommended me to Kevin Towers and I talked with KT a few times and latched 
onto them for a few starts toward the end of the year. 

U-T: It was only four starts — three at Double-A Mobile and one at Triple-A Reno. 
How significant was that stop for your career? 

Richard: Pretty significant. It got me back on the mound competitively. It gave me 
a good platform for myself mentally and physically. It was nice to have 
professional games under my belt after the surgery going into spring 
training competing for a job. 

U-T: Those three games in Mobile were for Andy Green. You pitched Did you 
know you were going to play for a big league managerial candidate? 

Richard: No I didn’t — but they told me so. In talking to KT and player 
development director Mike Bell, they were very high on him. I wasn’t there for very 
long, but you could see how his mind operated on a higher level than most 
baseball people. 
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Still no no-no: Tyson Ross comes up four outs shy of Padres' first no-hitter 
By Fabian Ardaya   
 
The Padres continue to find themselves as the answer to one of baseball's most 
depressing trivia questions: Which MLB team has never had a pitcher toss a no-
hitter? 
Since San Diego joined the league as an expansion team in 1969, there have 
been 129 games played in which not a single hit was allowed. For the Padres, 
themselves the victim of nine no-nos, the topic is a sore subject. 
“We don’t talk about other teams’ no-hitters today,” Padres manager Andy Green 
said. “At least not against San Diego.” 
Padres right-hander Tyson Ross (2-1) nearly undid the team’s 49 years of near-
misses Friday night against the Diamondbacks. Ross carried a no-hitter into the 
eighth inning at Arizona’s Chase Field, when D-backs pinch-hitter Christian 
Walker hit a line drive over the head of center fielder Franchy Cordero, with two 
outs. Not only did Walker’s RBI double end the no-no, but it tied the game 1-1, 
and set the stage for a ninth-inning rally by the Padres, en route to a 4-1 win. 
 “It would’ve been nice to catch that ball,” Green said after the game. 
Yes, the wait for history will carry on for another day for San Diego, though any 
somber tones were washed away during the Padres’ victory celebration in the 
visitor’s clubhouse. General manager A.J. Preller danced as rappers Gucci Mane 
and Drake’s hit song “Both” blared at near-max volume on the clubhouse 
speakers. Asked about his flirtation with what would have been the league’s first 
no-hitter of 2018, Ross couldn’t help but smile. His teammates, on the other hand, 
shook their heads at the magic that had just eluded them. 
“I just wanted him to get that no-hitter,” third baseman Christian Villanueva said 
longingly in Spanish. 
“There’s no one that deserved it more than him,” chimed in second baseman 
Carlos Asuaje. 
Ross, a former non-roster invitee who battled his way back to the mound in 2017 
after missing almost all of 2016 due to surgery on this right shoulder for thoracic 
outlet syndrome, flourished on Friday night with a slider-heavy arsenal, throwing 
the breaking ball 70 times and drawing 12 whiffs on his signature pitch. Even 
before the surgery, Ross had never exceeded 120 pitches, which he last threw in 
a three-hit, complete game shutout against the Reds on July 2, 2014. 
He entered the eighth inning at 104, quickly burning past his career-high. His 
127th and final pitch of the night was a slider, which Walker connected with at 102 

https://theathletic.com/author/fabian-ardaya/
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mph off the bat, directed right at Cordero. The 23-year-old center fielder, who just 
four innings earlier hit a mammoth 489-foot solo home run halfway up the 
scoreboard — the longest homer in Chase Field history by a visiting player, took a 
step in to retrieve the ball, but hesitated. The ball, which Statcast said had a catch 
probability of 99 percent, dropped over Cordero’s head. 
“It was a ball that was hit hard and it was going right over my head,” Cordero said 
in Spanish. “It was a tougher read. I would’ve liked to make that play just so Tyson 
could’ve going out there and kept throwing his game and have his no-hitter.” 
“That’s the toughest play as a center fielder, the ball lined at you,” Ross said, 
searching for words. 
Still, Ross was dominant throughout the game, striking out 10, including a stretch 
in which he punched out six of seven batters between the first and third innings. A 
leadoff walk to Nick Ahmed in the bottom of the eighth thrust Ross into the danger 
zone, with the D-backs shortstop advancing to third on a wild pitch and a stolen 
base. After Ross struck out catcher Alex Avila swinging on a slider in the dirt, 
Green approached the mound as reliever Craig Stammen warmed up in the 
bullpen. 
“[I] just wanted to make sure he had gas left in the tank,” Green said. “And it was 
clear he was really close to empty. I mean, that’s a lot of pitches.” 
A normally reserved Ross shooed him away. 
“I’m not too confrontational,” Ross said. “I was going to be honest with him, tell 
him I was good and ready to go. ‘Let me get this next guy,’ that’s all you can ask 
for as a pitcher.” 
Ross got Deven Marrero to hit a soft grounder to Asuaje at second. Caught in-
between on a hop, and with Ahmed charging home, Asuaje rifled the ball to 
catcher Austin Hedges in time to get the out at the plate — fulfilling the words he 
told his teammates in the process. 
“Alright, everybody’s got to be on their shit,” Asuaje said. “Dive for everything. 
That play is all reactions. To be honest, as soon as it was hit to me, I knew we had 
him. It was kind of an in-between play, but in my head, I knew I had to time to get 
it and get rid of it before the guy could score.” 
Asuaje’s run-saving play would only prove to be a salve for one more hitter, which 
Green said would’ve been Ross’ last regardless of result. Three pitches later, 
Ross’ no-hitter was gone, and so was the Padres’ latest chance to join the no-hit 
club. 
“Yeah, I’m aware,” Green said of the Padres’ dubious fact. “[Ross] had a chance 
to do something really special tonight. If that runs his pitch count up and he’s still 
OK, then I’ll be OK with that and give him the opportunity to do something really 
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special. We gave him as much leash as humanly possible today. He did a heck of 
a job, would’ve loved to have seen him get it.” 
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Luis Perdomo, on a quest for consistency, heads to the uncharted territory 
of Triple A 
 
By Fabian Ardaya  
 
PHOENIX — Luis Perdomo’s novel journey through the world of professional 
baseball skipped a few steps. Now, the big-league veteran right-hander of two-
plus years will find himself in uncharted territory: Triple A. 
Perdomo was optioned to Triple-A El Paso on Thursday, a major hiccup in what 
has been a multi-year experiment since the Padres traded for the promising 
sinkerballer from the Rockies, who had selected him from the Cardinals in the 
2015 Rule 5 Draft. Plucked from the depths of high-A ball, he jumped right to the 
big leagues and went 18-23 with a 5.30 ERA in 68 appearances (53 starts). 
“It was just time,” San Diego manager Andy Green said Friday. 
The trade, at points, proved to be a massive success. Perdomo’s natural ability 
served him well on a staff that needed the arms. Now, with the future knocking — 
Joey Lucchesi has already cracked the rotation with incredible success, and 
promising left-hander Eric Lauer could be next to take Perdomo’s slot in the 
rotation — the inconsistency left him as the odd man out. 
“Luis has done everything we’ve asked as far as giving effort and attention to 
detail,” Green said. “He’s pushing himself incredibly hard. He’s skipped a lot of 
steps in the development cycle, and we hoped we wouldn’t have to go back and 
revisit those steps. It just became apparent to us over the early season, and him 
having those steps now is going to be productive for him.” 
Perdomo is a raw, 6-foot-2 hurler with a power sinker and two-seam fastball who, 
when at his best, paired the pitches with a quality slider and changeup. He got off 
to a miserable start in 2018, however. In his start Wednesday against the 
Dodgers, his first since coming off a five-game suspension for his role in 
a benches-clearing brawl against the Rockies, he allowed as many runs as 
recorded outs (nine), ringing his ERA up to 8.36. He lasted just 14 total innings 
through four starts, repeatedly burning through a San Diego bullpen that limped to 
Thursday’s off-day before opening a three-game set against Arizona on Friday. 
In his final start, Perdomo struggled to find a feel for his off-speed pitches. His 
slider, often his best swing-and-miss pitch, induced seven swinging strikes but 
didn’t have the command or sharpness it typically possesses. He struggled to 
locate his changeup, and his fastball couldn’t be located on the inner half, allowing 
it to run out over the heart of the plate and give the Dodgers hitters the leeway to 
do damage. 

https://theathletic.com/author/fabian-ardaya/
https://theathletic.com/310607/2018/04/11/tired-of-plunkings-the-padres-wanted-the-rockies-to-feel-their-pain/
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With no single consistent problem to find a quick fix for, and without the freedom 
usually allowed to a starting pitcher in the minors to offer mechanical tweaks, 
Perdomo’s issues became unmanageable. 
“Another day, it may be something a little bit different,” Green said. “For him, it’s 
just consistency, being the same pitcher every day. 
“What it is was, he just wasn’t getting it done. Now, he can go down, maybe do 
some things mechanically that we wouldn’t have asked him to do while he was 
competing in the big leagues.” 
Perdomo will be pitching in the minors for the first time since 2015 and for the first 
time ever at Triple A. After leaping up a few pegs on the pro ladder, Perdomo will 
have to take a step back to reestablish his value for a young Padres club looking 
to make the most of its perennially praised farm system. 
In the short term, the Padres will be looking at a starting option to provide a 
reprieve to their beleaguered bullpen. Lauer, the club’s No. 8 prospect according 
to MLB Pipeline, and Robbie Erlin, a swingman reliever who filled in to spot start 
for Perdomo during his suspension, appear to be the primary candidates to take 
Perdomo’s slot on Tuesday against the Rockies at Coors Field. 
Erlin, who allowed six runs (four earned) over three innings in his spot start on 
April 16, is expected to be in the bullpen through the Arizona series, though Green 
wouldn’t officially rule him out for Tuesday’s start. Lauer was scratched from his 
expected start for Triple-A El Paso on Friday, which could line him up to start 
against Colorado on Tuesday. If recalled, Lauer would join Lucchesi as the 
second Padres player from the 2016 MLB Draft to crack the big leagues. 
The left-hander has a 3.00 ERA in three starts (18 innings) in the minors this 
season after posing a 3.93 ERA in 10 appearances in Double A during the 2017 
season. 
Green said Perdomo will spend his time in the minors looking to refine his 
mechanics. Above all, he will begin steps of the development process previously 
untouched upon, looking to more clearly define who he is as a pitcher and what 
his role will be going forward. Be it a shorter stint to rediscover the feel for his off-
speed pitches or a longer-term overhaul, Green was optimistic on Perdomo’s 
standing moving forward. 
“It wasn’t, ‘Hey, we’ll see you in two weeks,’ ” Green said. “It wasn’t, ‘See you in 
two years,’ either. It’s on him to go down, execute, pitch well. And when the time 
comes we’ll bring you back. 
“You know what, Roy Halladay got sent back to A-ball. Greg Maddux got sent 
down a couple times. There’s a lot of guys that are really, really good pitchers that 
had to get sent back down to the minor leagues at some point in time. He sees 
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himself as a really good pitcher. We see him that way. It’s just going to be good 
that hopefully he checks a couple boxes in that development cycle.” 
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One simple request changed the trajectory of Adam Cimber's pitches — and 
his life 
 
By Dennis Lin  
 
On March 25 at the Padres’ spring complex, Adam Cimber stepped into the early-
morning cool of Arizona. A conversation indoors had left him in jittery disbelief. He 
needed to make a phone call. 
A stream of minor leaguers walked past on their way to a workout. In prior years, 
Cimber would have walked among them. 
This day, though, was unlike any other. Cimber ventured alone to an empty 
practice field and took a seat in the bleachers. He dialed his father’s cell phone. 
When Russ Cimber did not answer, Adam tried his mother, Lori. 
The call roused both parents from their sleep. Adam detected grogginess and a 
hint of annoyance on the other end of the line. It was still dark in the Cimbers’ 
bedroom in West Seattle. 
“Well,” Adam said, “I’m just calling to let you know I’m going to the big leagues.” 
In the next instant, the sound of euphoria reached his ears. 
“I’ve got to admit, I lost it,” Russ Cimber told The Athletic. “It struck me pretty 
emotionally, that it’d just been a long journey — 20 years since he was 7 and 
starting this. And most of those years, him telling me every year, ‘I want to play 
major-league baseball.’” 
“Tears. On both ends,” Adam said, recalling the exchange. “You don’t hear your 
dad cry much. That’s pretty cool.” 
The Padres opened their season four days later at Petco Park. With his parents in 
attendance, Cimber debuted against the Milwaukee Brewers in the 12th inning of 
a tie game. He yielded a run on three hits before absorbing his first major-league 
loss. 
In the three weeks since Opening Day, Cimber has been one of baseball’s busiest 
relievers. The right-hander has worked 14 innings, striking out 18 batters and 
conceding only three runs. Last Saturday, his teammates stuck him in a laundry 
cart and poured beer on him. “It was cold,” Cimber said after his first major-league 
win. “But it was worth it.” 
So, too, was an adjustment made more than a decade ago. 
At 27, Cimber has realized a dream pitching from the same arm slot his father 
suggested. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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In 2013, more than 30 baseball players appeared in games for the University of 
San Francisco. Two have ascended to the highest level of the sport. 
Bradley Zimmer became a first-round draft selection and a top outfield prospect 
for Cleveland. The La Jolla High graduate surfaced with the Indians last May. 
Even in the majors, he stands out for a freakish blend of size, strength and speed. 
The other 2013 Don to reach the bigs arrived as a senior transfer from the 
University of Washington. Adam Cimber is a lanky 6-foot-4. In street clothes, the 
Seattle resident might pass for a member of a grunge-rock outfit. 
Baseball, however, has been a lifelong obsession. Cimber named his labradoodle 
Griffey, after the Hall of Fame outfielder. His USF bio lists Dennis Eckersley as his 
sports hero. 
According to the same page, if Cimber could be anyone for a day, it would be “his 
dad.” 
Russ Cimber has worked for Bonneville Broadcasting since 1992. The production 
director writes, voices and records commercials for three Seattle radio stations. 
One of them is 710 ESPN Seattle, the Mariners’ flagship. 
The job has afforded the Cimbers special access. 
Adam attended Mariners games throughout his childhood, occasionally interacting 
with the players he watched. He owns baseballs signed by Ken Griffey Jr., Alex 
Rodriguez and Jamie Moyer. Russ cut radio spots and developed relationships 
with Jay Buhner, Moyer and others. Another friend, Mariners play-by-play 
announcer Rick Rizzs, recorded motivational messages for Adam’s Little League 
team. 
For Adam’s 10th birthday, Russ and Lori gifted him a Mariners-themed bedroom. 
A six-foot poster of Griffey served as the highlight, Adam waking each morning to 
a life-size reminder. 
“You don’t squash dreams, so every year I asked him, ‘Hey, do you want to keep 
doing this?’” Russ said. “He’d say, ‘Yeah,’ and he kept the same goal all the way 
through.” 
As Cimber neared high school, Russ considered the odds. His son was shorter 
and skinnier than many of his peers. He did not possess exceptional tools or throw 
particularly hard. 
There was this, though: Adam, a shortstop at the time, naturally had a lower arm 
slot. Russ, an avid baseball fan himself, thought back to watching Eckersley, Dan 
Quisenberry and Kent Tekulve. They were pitchers who had succeeded by being 
different. 
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One day, as Russ and Adam played catch on a field in Federal Way, Wash., the 
elder Cimber made a request. He asked his 13-year-old son to attempt a sidearm 
delivery. 
The first few throws confirmed what Russ had suspected. There was a hump to 
the ball’s trajectory, and Adam was hitting his target with significant movement. 
The next step, Russ thought, was to experiment in summer-ball games before 
Adam’s freshman year at Puyallup High. 
“He was really reluctant at first,” Russ said. “He didn’t want it to be laughed at or 
be dorky, because nobody did that at that age and he didn’t want to look foolish. 
So I said, ‘Just humor me. Throw it in, like, one out of 10 pitches.’” 
Adam soon discovered that the new look gave hitters fits. His doubts lifted. Within 
a year, he was a full-time sidearmer. He cracked Puyallup’s varsity roster as a 
sophomore and was named the team’s most valuable player. 
Cimber repeated as MVP the next two seasons. He threw a no-hitter his junior 
year and earned a scholarship offer from the University of Washington. Around the 
same time, a 28-year-old submariner made his big-league debut with Oakland. 
Playing in the same division as Seattle, Brad Ziegler opened his career with 39 
consecutive scoreless innings of relief. 
 
Greg Moore had always enjoyed pitchers with unique styles. Then he laid eyes on 
Adam Cimber. 
“It was just love at first pitch,” the former University of Washington pitching coach 
said. 
Under Moore’s watch, Cimber debuted as a true freshman. He developed into a 
solid if unspectacular contributor out of the Huskies’ bullpen. He departed after 
three seasons with a bachelor’s degree in history. He headed south for his final 
year of eligibility. 
In San Francisco, Cimber reunited with Moore, who had left Washington to 
become USF’s associate head coach. Their second pairing proved fruitful. 
Cimber shelved a high leg kick and began pitching exclusively from the stretch. He 
got more physical, Moore said, and attacked hitters more aggressively. He 
averaged better than a strikeout per inning and established a school record with 
nine saves. 
“He really loves the craft. He loves baseball,” Moore, now the head coach at Cal 
State Northridge, said. “You don’t see a lot of guys at 20, 21, 22 who just want to 
learn for the sake of learning, not because it’s going to lead to pro ball or a certain 
role.” 
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Cimber’s dedication culminated in a reward that June. The Padres selected him in 
the ninth round, 268th overall. Cimber called his father immediately. 
“It was emotional,” Russ said. “Something you dream about. If anything, you got 
drafted.” 
Cimber signed for $5,000 and reported to Eugene, Ore. He posted a 2.56 ERA in 
short-season ball and bypassed low A the next year, jumping to Lake Elsinore. He 
spent most of the following two seasons with Double-A San Antonio. 
His determination did not go untested. In 2016, Cimber twice received a promotion 
to Triple A. Neither stay lasted long. He surrendered nine runs over a combined 4 
2/3 innings with El Paso. 
The Cimbers took an even heavier gut punch late last March. After a minor-league 
exhibition, Adam walked off the field to tell his parents he would not start the 
season with an affiliate. 
The Padres had informed him he would remain in extended spring training. They 
felt he needed to alter his tendencies against left-handed hitters. As evidence, 
they pointed to his Triple A numbers. It was a small sample size. 
Frustrated, Adam sulked for a couple days. Then, Russ said, “he chose to figure it 
out.” 
Cimber studied several hours of video of Darren O’Day, a veteran sidearmer who 
has handled lefties throughout his career. He conferred with Garvin Alston, then 
the Padres’ minor-league pitching rehab coordinator, on a new game plan. 
In the past, Cimber had fed left-handers a steady stream of low-and-away pitches. 
He had become prone to allowing opposite-field singles. Minor damage 
compounded. His 2016 splits, while skewed by his cameos with El Paso, 
illustrated the point: He limited righties to a .494 on-base plus slugging 
percentage, even as lefties OPS’d 1.085 against him. 
Cimber used extended-spring games as a test. With lefties up to bat, he began 
incorporating more off-speed pitches and targeting more areas of the strike zone. 
“At that point I kind of said, ‘My career’s at a crossroads right now. I’m going to 
take some risks, because what’s the worst that can happen?’” Cimber said. “So I 
started throwing some pitches I wouldn’t normally have thrown.” 
Cimber gained more than an overhauled approach from last April’s reset. 
“A little bit of a chip on the shoulder, too,” he said. 
He remained behind in Arizona for less than two weeks before he reported to San 
Antonio. He was in Double A for a month. This time, he made his promotion to El 
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Paso last. He finished the season limiting right-handers to a .546 OPS. Lefties did 
not fare much better, with a .656 clip. 
The Padres rewarded Cimber with his first invitation to major-league spring 
training. He entered camp as a non-roster invitee and one of three submariners, 
along with Kazuhisa Makita, who had left Japan for a big-league deal, and minor-
league teammate Eric Yardley. The odds were daunting. 
“He was at the bottom of the totem pole,” manager Andy Green said. 
In the Padres’ Cactus League opener, Cimber faced his hometown team. On the 
Mariners’ radio broadcast, Rizzs and regular TV play-by-play man Dave Sims 
combined to call a 1-2-3 inning. 
“Hey, Russ, stick that chest out. Kid did well,” Sims said over the air.  
“I was proud. Because I’ve known Russ for years,” Rizzs told The Athletic. “And I 
could just imagine how many buttons he popped on his shirt listening to the 
broadcast.” 
There were similar moments throughout the rest of camp. Over eight more Cactus 
League innings, Cimber permitted only four hits and a walk. He struck out nine 
and never gave up a run. 
“He just kept getting outs,” Padres pitching coach Darren Balsley said. “We put 
him in every situation we possibly could — inherited runners, starting an inning, all 
different situations — and he answered the bell on all of them.” 
Early on March 25, the final day of camp, Cimber left the Padres’ complex to 
return his rental car. He came back to learn the coaching staff had been looking 
for him. Oh, here we go, he thought. I’m finally getting sent down. Almost a full 
year had passed since he was told he would not break camp with an affiliate. 
“We had no expectations,” Russ said. “We figured he’d probably go back to Triple 
A and start the season there and maybe get a call-up by the end of the year.” 
Cimber made his way to Green’s office. The manager asked him what kind of car 
he had driven during the spring. He replied he’d gone with the cheapest option, a 
Nissan Sentra. 
“Well, you’re going to be able to rent a lot nicer car with a big-league salary now,” 
Green said. “Congratulations. You made the club.” 
Cimber sat in rapturous silence for a few moments.“My jaw dropped,” he recalled. 
Minutes later, he stepped outside to deliver the best news of his career. 
Adam Cimber’s days as a full-time starter ended after high school, but he has 
maintained one particular routine since he was a teenager. 
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Before each appearance, he stoops to draw four letters into the back of the 
mound: GHAP. God Has A Plan. He adds a swipe above the acronym, which he 
got tattooed on the inside of his left bicep in 2013. 
“So whenever I step above the line,” Cimber said, “it’s all God’s plan.” 
There is a significant amount of choreography before Cimber slide-steps and 
releases the ball. 
With his right hand, he tucks the ball behind his back. He crouches, brings his 
head between his knees — his face a couple feet from the mound — and takes a 
breath. “It narrows my focus on a small target,” Cimber explained. 
When he straightens and comes set, he points his left foot backward, turning it 
perpendicular to the rubber. Cimber adopted the pigeon-toed stance at USF, after 
he ditched an old-school windup and leg kick in favor of his current, streamlined 
motion. “I preloaded my hips so I’m already kind of torqued,” he said. “It’s just slide 
and go, instead of lift, torque and go. It’s just something to speed up my time to 
the plate.” 
The entire process, which includes a release point about two feet from the ground, 
often results in mediocre contact or a whiff against pedestrian velocity. 
Cimber’s 14 relief innings are tied for third-most in the majors. Same-handed 
hitters are 6-for-31 against him. Lefties, who often encounter rising fastballs up in 
the zone, are 3-for-17. 
“Submariners are kind of pitching around the middle of the plate and letting the 
deception get the hitter out,” Padres catcher Austin Hedges said. “The deception 
is there, but now he’s pitching to all quadrants of the strike zone. That makes it 
really tough on the hitter.” 
At least one pitch-quantification system gives Cimber elite marks for his early-
season work. Using PITCHf/x data, Quality of Pitch — a metric devised by former 
Biola University pitcher Jarvis Greiner — combines location, movement and 
velocity to calculate effectiveness on a scale from minus-10 to plus-10. Cimber’s 
average score of 6.64 ranks first among major leaguers who have thrown at least 
100 pitches. 
“Adam Cimber has tremendous late break on his pitches combined with above 
average horizontal break and location as shown by the components search on our 
website,” Wayne Greiner, Jarvis’ father, wrote in an email. 
Expanding the search to include the last 10 seasons reveals Cimber’s name in the 
company of O’Day, Ziegler and Joe Smith, three sidearmers who have carved out 
lengthy big-league careers. After recording two perfect frames against the Astros 
on April 8, Cimber texted his father. He had pitched in the same inning as 
Houston’s Smith. 

https://api.qopbaseball.com/
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/inside-the-new-system-that-wants-to-revolutionize-how-we-look-at-pitches-020842981.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/news/inside-the-new-system-that-wants-to-revolutionize-how-we-look-at-pitches-020842981.html
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“We have spent a lot of time studying these guys,” Russ Cimber said. “I used that 
as a source of encouragement. ‘Hey, look at what these guys have done. … 
Maybe you can be the next one.’” 
Whether Adam Cimber will achieve similar longevity is uncertain. What his father 
knows is these last few weeks have provided an unforgettable reversal. 
Somewhere, perhaps, a young baseball player is watching Cimber and imagining 
the possibilities. 
“One of the really cool things for both his mom and I now is to watch him sign balls 
for little kids,” Russ said. “Because he was one of those little kids.” 
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Ross comes 4 outs shy of no-no; SD wins in 9th 
  
Justin Toscano MLB.com 
 

PHOENIX -- From about the fourth inning at Chase Field on Friday night, the 
thoughts started popping into Tyson Ross' head. He had to find a way to keep 
them out. 

"I realized, this is why the guys won't talk to me," Ross said. 

He was flirting with the first no-hitter in Padres history. He was rolling. Dominating. 

In the eighth inning, it all ended when D-backs pinch-hitter Christian Walker hit a 
line drive over the head of center fielder Franchy Cordero, who misplayed the ball. 
Not only did that RBI double end the no-no, but it tied the game, 1-1, and set the 
stage for a ninth-inning rally and a 4-1 win. 

"It wasn't the cleanest break," Padres manager Andy Green said of Cordero's 
misread. "I know he's the type of kid that'll go home thinking about that, how he 
should've made that catch. Franchy gives everything he has out there."0th, 2018 

To top it off, the ball had a catch probability of 99 percent, per Statcast™. The play 
should've been made. (To give some context on that catch probability, take a look 
at this Carlos Gomez catch below from 2016, which was basically identical in 
terms of the distance Cordero needed to cover and the time he had to do it. 
Gomez converted it with ease. You can find a full breakdown here.)pr. 20th, 2018 

Nonetheless, the no-hitter was over. 

"To be honest, that specific situation, I think the pressure's on him there," Walker 
said of his at-bat. "I watched a lot of at-bats, I watched him throw a lot of pitches 
that game, from the dugout, from the TV inside." 

After the no-no was lost, the Padres still had a game to win. Against D-backs 
closer Brad Boxberger, they went to work. 

Christian Villanueva hit the single that scored the go-ahead run, and the D-backs 
kicked the ball around to allow two more Padres runs to score.pr. 20th, 2018 

The Padres are still the only franchise in the Majors that doesn't have a no-hitter to 
their credit. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/572233/christian-walker
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/460576/carlos-gomez
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/franchy-cordero-obliterates-489-foot-home-run/c-273152142
http://m.mlb.com/player/502202/brad-boxberger
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
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It took 127 pitches for the D-backs to get a hit off of Ross. That was a new career-
high, topping the 120 he threw when he tossed a complete game shutout and 
three-hitter against Cincinnati on July 2, 2014. 

Green visited the mound earlier in the eighth inning. 

"Just wanted to make sure he had gas left in the tank," Green said. "And it was 
clear he was really close to empty." 

Then moments later, he added: 

"I probably could've been lobbied." 

Green later said that he intended to pull Ross after Walker's at-bat, regardless of 
how it went. While Ross shined, striking out 10 to go along with allowing a hit and 
a run, Green had warmed up reliever Craig Stammen from the eighth inning, just 
in case. 

Ross had other ideas. 

"If I'd have gotten [Walker] out, I'd have gutted it out," he said. "Even to have them 
go to the bullpen right there and have them finish it out, that would've been pretty 
cool. I would've done my best [to lobby Green]."pr. 20th, 2018 

Ross becomes the latest Padres pitcher to come close of achieving the elusive 
feat, only to fall just short. He was four outs away. 

But Friday is a highlight in Ross' career, which has recently taken twists and turns. 

Ross started on Opening Day for the Padres in 2016. Then he missed the rest of 
the season because of right shoulder inflammation. He underwent surgery for 
thoracic outlet syndrome in October 2016, and started just 10 games for the Texas 
Rangers last season. 

If Friday night was any indication, it's clear he still has it. He now holds a 2.81 ERA 
through four starts this year. 

"He's a tall guy and he throws from a pretty high arm slot," said the D-
backs' Daniel Descalso. "It seems like he's got that kind of get-me-over slider 
when he needs to throw a strike that's not as sharp, and then he goes to a sharp, 
more downer slider that's tough to lay off of because it's got to start really high up 
there for it to be a strike."Apr. 20th, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/518614/daniel-descalso


  

 33 

After the game, Green said each potential no-hitter is unique. In this case, Ross 
isn't a young, prized talent the organization needed to protect. He's a veteran, 
someone who's shown he's capable of going deep into games. A guy who's 
pitched near the top of the rotation -- when healthy -- for years. 

So Green gave Ross, as he put it, "a leash as long as humanly possible." Ross, 
who went as far as he could before Brad Hand got the last four outs, fell just short 
of a milestone. 

"I definitely know that we have yet to get a no-hitter," Ross said. "We have yet to 
win a World Series. Hopefully, we can do both of those here in the near future. 
Tonight was a good effort. Got close, but no cigar." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Asuaje with the assist: While Ross' no-hitter was still going on in the eighth inning, 
one play perhaps helped save the game for the Padres. Second baseman Carlos 
Asuaje fielded a ground ball, and with his team up a run, fired home to Austin 
Hedges. 

The runner was out and the Padres maintained the lead, if only for a few minutes. 

"That play is all reactions," Asuaje said. "To be honest, as soon as it was hit to 
me, I knew we had him. It was kind of an in-between play, but in my head I knew I 
had to time to get it and get rid of it before the guy could score." 

SOUND SMART 
Cordero's fourth-inning home run went 489 feet, per Statcast™. It's the longest 
homer any Padre has hit in the Statcast™ era that goes back to 2015, and 
because it left the bat at 116.3 mph, it's also the hardest-hit ball of any San Diego 
player since then. The home run was the longest at Chase Field in the Statcast™ 
era.Apr. 20th, 2018 

HE SAID IT 
"I don't know how they said it wasn't 500 feet. Pretty sure it was." -- Green, on 
Cordero's home runpr. 20th, 2018 

UP NEXT 
Clayton Richard will take the hill for the Padres in Game 2 of a three-game series 
against the D-backs. While fantastic on Opening Day, Richard has struggled 
since, logging three five-inning starts in which he's allowed 13 earned runs. The 
Padres will face Zack Godley, who has impressed for the D-backs early on this 
season. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/franchy-cordero-obliterates-489-foot-home-run/c-273152142
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/643327/zack-godley
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You'll never guess who hit 2018's longest HR 

Franchy's titanic blast puts Padres on the board, but his misplay in center is costly 
 
Justin Toscano MLB.com 
 

PHOENIX -- A prodigious fourth-inning blast to open the scoring. An untimely 
eighth-inning misplay that both squandered right-hander Tyson Ross's bid for the 
first no-hitter in Padres history and a lead. And then a sacrifice bunt in the ninth 
that contributed to the winning rally in a 4-1 victory over the NL West-leading D-
backs at Chase Field on Friday night. 

It was quite a night for Padres outfielder Franchy Cordero, as is often the case 
with talented young players with only 39 games in the big leagues. 

The play that will be played and replayed from this game is the one that might 
have cost Ross a no-hitter. There were two outs in the eighth, with the Padres up 
1-0 with a man on second base. Ross was over his career high for pitches thrown 
in a start, so whether he would or could have finished a no-hitter will forever 
remain an unanswered question. 

D-backs pinch-hitter Christian Walker made it a moot point, lining a ball to center 
field straight at Cordero. 

"It was a ball that was hit hard and it was going right over my head," Cordero said. 

He hesitated, taking a step in at first, then turned and started running back 
towards the wall. The ball landed just out of his reach, an RBI double that ended 
the no-hitter and tied the game. 

It wasn't exactly lightly hit at 102 mph off the bat, but it also shouldn't have been a 
terribly difficult play for Cordero to make. That's reflected in the 99 
percent Statcast™ Catch Probability, which is to say that similar opportunities -- 
based on time, distance, and direction -- since 2015 have been made almost 
every single time. That's easily seen when you compare Cordero's opportunity to a 
nearly identical Carlos Gomez catch from 2016.Apr. 20th, 2018 

It's not just the visuals, either; the numbers here are all but exactly the same. 
Cordero started 332 feet from home plate, and needed to run 50 feet in 4.7 
seconds, straight back. Gomez started 331 feet from home, and needed to run 50 
feet in 4.8 seconds. They were, essentially, the same play. One looked routine. 
One ended a no-hitter. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/tyson-ross-comes-up-four-outs-shy-of-no-hitter/c-273172820
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/572233/christian-walker
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/460576/carlos-gomez
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"It wasn't the cleanest break," Padres manager Andy Green said. "I know he's the 
type of kid that'll go home thinking about that, how he should've made that catch. 
Franchy gives everything he has out there. He's plenty fast enough to make some 
amazing plays, and he's done that. That one was just a tough read off the bat." 

That he rebounded from that play to lay down a beautiful sacrifice bunt that 
helped Eric Hosmer advance to third, and eventually score during the ninth-inning 
rally spoke volumes about Cordero's resilience. 

"The bunt was nice, too," Green said. "Getting that down, making them make a 
play. We wouldn't have even been in that situation if Franchy hadn't swung the bat 
like he did earlier in the game." 

And swing the bat he did. He absolutely crushed a solo home run in the fourth, a 
489-foot blast that gave the Padres the 1-0 lead that they were trying to protect 
pretty much the entire game. 

The ball, which hit off Chase Field's center-field scoreboard, was the longest by 
any Padres player in the Statcast™ era. It had an exit velocity of 116.3 mph, 
making it the hardest hit ball by a Padre and it was the longest home run at Chase 
Field recorded by Statcast™. 

"I don't know how they said that wasn't 500 feet," Green said. "Pretty sure it was." 

After the game, Cordero was asked if he'd ever hit a ball like that. Before he could 
answer, someone else did. 

"Nope, I can tell you that right away," said Hosmer, who was at the locker right 
next to Cordero's. "I haven't seen a ball like that." 

Cordero, who acknowledged he missed a few pitches last series against the 
Dodgers, made up for those with one swing. 

"Honestly, I'm just happy to be able to go out and execute a swing like that," 
Cordero said through an interpreter. "I've never done anything like that, but yeah, 
I'm glad the work's showing up." 

He now has three home runs -- equaling his 2017 total -- in 34 at-bats this season. 

"It's an electric bat," Green said. "Put the ball in play and it doesn't stay in play 
often, actually. There's a ton of power there. He's always hitting balls hard." 

 
     

http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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Ross' near no-no just latest close call for SD 

Righty falls 4 outs shy of franchise's first no-hitter in win over D-backs 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com  
 
The Padres are still awaiting the first no-hitter in franchise history, after Tyson 
Ross' brilliant effort Friday night in Arizona. 

Ross carried a no-hitter into the eighth and lost it only when Christian Walker lifted 
a deep fly ball to center field that cleared the glove of Franchy Cordero for a 
double. The Padres would win the game, 4-1, as Ross came oh-so-close to 
etching his name in Padres' lore. 

It was the latest in a long history of close calls for San Diego pitchers. Here's a 
look at a few of the most famous near no-hitters in franchise history. 

July 21, 1970 
Perhaps the most infamous of the Padres' no-hit bids, Clay Kirby was sitting on 
eight no-hit frames against the Mets when manager Preston Gomez lifted him for 
a pinch-hitter. San Diego trailed, 1-0, at the time, and Cito Gaston would strike out 
in Kirby's place. The no-hitter came to an end in the top of the ninth when Bud 
Harrelson led off with a single. The Padres would lose the game, 3-0. 

July 18, 1972 
Only once have the Padres found themselves within one out of sealing the deal. 
Right-hander Steve Arlin had tossed 8 2/3 innings of no-hit ball when Phillies 
second baseman Denny Doyle strode to the plate in the ninth. Padres skipper Don 
Zimmer brought third baseman Dave Roberts in to guard against a bunt or a slow 
grounder. Doyle hit a chopper that bounced over Roberts' head. Flustered, Arlin 
allowed the run to score on a balk and a single, but he would record the final out 
of a 5-1 victory. 

Sept. 22, 2006 
Right-hander Chris Young -- who competed for a rotation place alongside Ross in 
Padres camp this spring -- carried a no-no into the ninth inning against the Pirates 
at Petco Park. With one out, pinch-hitter Joe Randa launched a two-run homer off 
Young, who would strike out the next hitter before exiting after 8 2/3 innings of 
one-hit ball. The Padres won, 6-2. 

July 9, 2011 
Aaron Harang worked six no-hit innings against the Dodgers, and each of the next 
three relievers -- Josh Spence, Chad Qualls and Mike Adams -- would follow suit. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/572233/christian-walker
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/tyson-ross-comes-up-four-outs-shy-of-no-hitter/c-273172820
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/430589/chad-qualls
http://m.mlb.com/player/430606/mike-adams
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But the Padres couldn't muster any offense of their own, and they headed to the 
bottom of the ninth inning locked in a scoreless tie. Luke Gregersonrecorded two 
outs before Juan Uribe broke up the no-no with a double. The next batter, Dioner 
Navarro, doubled Uribe home, and the Dodgers walked off with a 1-0 win. It was 
only the second time the Padres had brought a no-hitter two outs deep into the 
ninth inning. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/502381/luke-gregerson
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Myers back and healthy after 'freak thing' 

Justin Toscano MLB.com 
 

PHOENIX -- Wil Myers was eager to get back. 

"Fourteen days felt like two months," the Padres outfielder said of his time spent 
on the disabled list. 

Myers landed on the 10-day disabled list on April 4 after exiting a game two days 
earlier because of nerve irritation in his right arm. Myers most recently completed 
a three-game rehab assignment with Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore, where he 
clubbed two home runs. 

Myers is starting in right field and hitting second as the Padres open a three-game 
series with the D-backs on Friday. 

"We missed his athleticism as much as anything, just the ability to change games 
on the basepaths," Padres manager Andy Green said. "Obviously, we missed his 
power. Just putting him back in the middle of the order extends our lineup quite a 
bit and it's going to be good to have him in there." 

Green said Myers will get a day off somewhere within the next six, but he isn't 
sure when. 

Myers was also battling a balky back, along with the nerve irritation. 

"It was just one of those things where I needed some rest," he said. "You could do 
all the treatment you wanted, but at the end of the day, it just needed rest." 

He's had plenty of that over the past two weeks and said he feels good now. He 
didn't rush back, either, as Green said Myers asked for a third game on his rehab 
stint. 

Myers moved back to the outfield from first base this season because of the Eric 
Hosmer signing during the offseason. Though Myers hadn't been a regular 
outfielder for a couple years, he said the position change didn't strain him further 
physically. 

"I think this is just a freak thing," he said. "It was just one of those things that kind 
of happened out of nowhere, so I don't really think it had anything to do with my 
position. Just more of a freak thing." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer


  

 39 

Perdomo sent down to further develop 

Green made something clear when speaking about sending right-hander Luis 
Perdomo down to Triple-A El Paso. 

"It wasn't, 'Hey, we'll see you in two weeks.' It wasn't 'see you in two years,' 
either," he said. "It's on him to go down, execute, pitch well and when the time 
comes, we'll bring you back." 

Perdomo holds a career 5.30 ERA over 53 big league starts.  

In four starts this year, he has an 8.36 ERA. One of the starts was brief, because 
he was ejected, and later suspended for throwing behind the Rockies' Nolan 
Arenado. 

Prior to being sent down, Perdomo allowed nine runs -- seven earned -- in just 
three innings during a 13-4 loss to the Dodgers. 

"It was just time," Green said of sending down Perdomo. "I don't mean that in a 
bad sense. Luis has done everything we've asked as far as giving effort and 
attention to detail. He's pushing himself incredibly hard. 

"He's skipped a lot of steps in the development cycle, and we hoped we wouldn't 
have to go back and revisit those steps. It just became apparent to us over the 
early season, and him having those steps now is going to be productive for him." 

Most importantly, Green said, Perdomo needs to become more consistent. He's 
shown flashes, but has also had his issues.r. 11th, 2018 

Green said time in the Minor Leagues will help Perdomo focus on mechanical 
aspects he may not have had time to fix with the big league club. Ones the Padres 
would've never asked of him. 

Essentially, this becomes a time for Perdomo to further develop into the pitcher 
the Padres know he can be. 

"He sees himself as a really good pitcher," Green said. "We see him that way. It's 
just going to be good that hopefully he checks a couple boxes in that development 
cycle." 

Green declined to name a starter for next Tuesday's game in Colorado, which was 
originally Perdomo's slot. 

Yates returns, Margot could very soon 

http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
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Kirby Yates was reinstated from the 10-day disabled list after exiting an April 7 
game in Houston with an ailing right ankle.pr. 7th, 2018 

Yates, who has become the Padres' primary setup man, had pitched 3 2/3 
scoreless innings with five strikeouts before his DL stint. Green said it might have 
been nice to send him off for a rehab outing, but ultimately decided not to. 

"We needed that fresh arm, a guy that can get big outs for us in big situations, so 
we're glad to have him back as well," Green said. 

Green said Yates "checked all the boxes" in live batting practice earlier this week. 
He threw strikes and his splitter looked good. 

Asked about the type of situation Yates would be used for on Friday in Arizona, 
Green said: 

"If it calls for him, we'll use him. ... We won't hesitate." 

Green said center fielder Manuel Margot, who suffered bruised ribs in a series at 
Colorado last week, took six at-bats at the Padres' minor league complex on 
Friday. It's possible that he'll return on Saturday. 

Margot feels fine, according to Green, but it's just a matter of how many at-bats he 
needs to feel ready. 

"Lots of guys dig back in the box after being hit in the ribs like that, and it's hard for 
them to put that out of their mind and start competing again," Green said. "Doesn't 
seem like there's any of that trepidation, and we're glad he feels that way. We just 
want to make sure his timing is as close to game-like as possible." 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
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Takeaways from the Padres’ 4-1 victory   

FOX Sports, Hovarth 

ARIZONA– Starter Tyson Ross flirted with a no-hitter and the San Diego 
Padres rallied in the ninth for a 4-1 victory over the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

With the win, San Diego improved to 8-13. The NL West leading Diamondbacks 
fell to 13-6. 

Here are three takeaways from tonight’s win: 

Tyson Ross 

Although he was unable to make history, Tyson Ross was vintage Tyson Ross 
tonight. He took a no-hitter into the 8th and ended up throwing 7 2/3 innings, 
allowing only one hit and one run. He struck out 10 and walked three. 

The right-hander ended up throwing 127 pitches, his final one being hit for a 
double by the DBacks’ Christian Walker. His slider seemed to be his out-pitch all 
night, and it truly looked like the pitch that he was so successful with in his last 
Padres stint. 

For Ross, it appears he is fully recovered the arm troubles that he has battled in 
recent years. He affirmed that postgame, saying that it’s the best he’s felt in recent 
memory. This is great news for the Padres, especially if he can stay healthy over 
the course of an entire season. 

It is also great news for the Padres bullpen, which had really been overworked 
from the 17 games in 17 days stretch that ended with the day off yesterday. 
Tonight, only Brad Hand had to be used out of the ‘pen. 
 

Franchy giveth, Franchy taketh 

Let’s start with the good: In the fourth inning, OF Franchy Cordero hit a 489-foot 
blast off DBacks pitcher Matt Koch. The home run was hit with an exit velocity of 
116.3 mph and was the longest home run by a player in the majors this year. It 
was also the longest home run that a visiting player has hit in Chase Field’s 21 
year history. 

Needless to say, it was an impressive home run that got Twitter buzzing: 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/arizona-diamondbacks-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brad-hand-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/franchy-cordero-player-stats
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At the plate, the 23-year-old still is raw and strikes out quite a bit. His potential, 
though, it perhaps greater than any Padre on the 40-man roster. We saw some of 
that potential tonight. 

Then, the bad: 

Franchy probably should have made the catch to preserve Ross’s no hitter in the 
8th. His first initial step in made all the difference as the ball sailed over his head. 

MLB’s Statcast put the catch probability on the ball at 99%. 

“He’s the type of kid that’s going to go home and think he should have made that 
catch,” manager Andy Green said after the game. 
 

Myers makes presence felt in return 

After missing time with an elbow issue, Wil Myers made his return to the lineup felt 
almost immediately with a line drive single in the first inning. He also led off the 
ninth inning with a single and scored the winning run. 

He ended up having two of the Padres’ five hits. For a scuffling lineup, the 
presence of Myers was definitely welcomed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/wil-myers-player-stats
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Padres look to make it two in a row vs. Diamondbacks 
 
Fox Sports, Staff 

PHOENIX — San Diego got closer to full health when outfielder Wil Myers was 
activated from the disabled list Friday, and outfielder Manny Margot is eligible to 
return Saturday. 

A third outfielder, Franchy Cordero, was the one turning heads in the Padres’ 4-1 
victory in the first game of a three-game series at Arizona. 

Cordero hit the third-longest homer in Chase Field history when the Padres broke 
a three-game losing streak against an Arizona team that had tied a franchise 
record for the best start despite health issues of its own. 

Padres manager Andy Green must have seen it coming. 

Franchy? 

“If he lowers the ‘chase’ and puts the ball in play when it is in his zone, he is going 
to be as productive as anybody in the National League West,” Green said in his 
pregame meeting with the media. 

Cordero’s homer hit off the scoreboard in center field and was measured at 489 
feet, the longest by a visitor here and the longest in the majors this sesaon. Adam 
Dunn hit a 504-foot homer against Colorado on Sept. 27, 2008, and Richie 
Sexson hit one 503 feet against the Chicago Cubs on April 26, 2004. 

Arizona, which lost the first game of a series for the first time this season, will send 
right-hander Zack Godley to the mound to oppose San Diego left-hander Clayton 
Richard in the second game of the series Saturday. 

Cordero has three homers this season as he looks to claim playing time in a 
crowded outfield that not only includes Myers and center fielder Margot but has 
received good production from leadoff man Joel Pirela. Former No. 1 draft 
pick Hunter Renfroe also has shown occasional power. 

“He’s showed some flashes. Just want that consistency,” Green said of Cordero. 
“It is loud contact. There is so much to like. It is just a matter of forcing (pitchers) 
into the strike zone. I’ve seen at-bats when he has done that and at-bats when he 
hasn’t. It’s just plate discipline. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/wil-myers-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/franchy-cordero-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/zack-godley-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/clayton-richard-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/clayton-richard-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/hunter-renfroe-player-stats
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“There is no magic formula to teach that. It is just constant repetition, constant at-
bats. Are you going to learn what they are doing to you and make an adjustment 
back to it? I look forward to watching him get hot. 

“Wil and ‘Hos’ (Eric Hosmer) have exceptional tools. Outside of those two guys, 
there is nobody who is going to get as hot as Franchy can get. He’s got game-
changing ability.” 

On the other side of the ball, Cordero appeared to cost Tyson Ross a shot at a no-
hitter when he got a bad read on Christian Walker’s line drive to center field with 
two outs and a runner on first in the eighth inning. 

Cordero took a step in, and Walker’s ball just sailed over his glove to drive in 
Deven Marrero to tie the score at 1. The Padres scored three in the ninth. 

Godley (2-1, 3.00 ERA) was touched for six runs (five earned) while walking six in 
a loss to the Los Angeles Dodgers in his most recent start after rolling through his 
first two outings. 

He gave up one run in 14 innings while beating the Dodgers and San Francisco to 
open the season. 

He has made good use of a curveball that he added to his repertoire two years 
ago to go with his fastball/cutter mix. He throws in the low-80 mph range but can 
add and subtract off that. 

“People will often ask me how in the world are they swinging at that ball that is 
(bouncing) two feet in front of home plate,” Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said. 
“He’s done such a good job of throwing it out of the same release point and is 
throwing it so hard that you can’t see spin, so you can’t pick up whether it is a 
fastball or a curveball. 

“That takes a lot of work. He has perfected that pitch, and he deserves a lot of 
credit. It’s a very, very sharp, hard curveball.” 

Godley was 0-2 with a 4.50 ERA in four starts against San Diego last season and 
is 1-3 with a 5.50 ERA in nine career appearances (six starts) against the Padres. 

Richard (1-1, 5.73 ERA) has had some success against Arizona, although most of 
it has come at Petco Park. He was 2-2 against the Diamondbackslast season, 
including a complete game at home while giving up 14 hits and 10 runs in 8 2/3 
innings of two starts at Chase Field. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-hosmer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/christian-walker-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/arizona-diamondbacks-team
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Richard is 10-5 with a 4.08 ERA in 17 career appearances against Arizona, more 
victories than against any other opponent. He has beaten the Dodgers seven 
times in 23 starts and the Rockies six times in 20 starts. 
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Ross flirts with history as Padres defeat DBacks 

PHOENIX (AP) — Tyson Ross lost his bid to pitch the first no-hitter in the history 
of the San Diego Padres when rookie center fielder Franchy Cordero appeared to 
misjudge a ball with two outs in the eighth inning Friday night of a 4-1 win over 
the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Playing their 7,835th game since joining the majors in 1969, the Padres again 
came agonizingly close to their first no-no. They remain the only team in the big 
leagues that has never thrown a no-hitter. 

Ross had a 1-0 lead with two outs in the eighth when Christian Walker lined a 
drive to deep center. Cordero seemed to get a late break on the ball, then had it 
sail just over his outstretched glove. Walker, called up from Triple-A last week, 
wound up with an RBI double that made it 1-all. 

Ross briefly grimaced when the ball fell, and was pulled after throwing a career-
high 127 pitches. He looked as if he was running out of gas in the last inning and 
manager Andy Green went to the mound with one out, but Ross stayed in. 
The right-hander, who turns 31 on Sunday, struck out 10 and walked three. He 
retired 18 straight batters after walking Jarrod Dyson in the first inning. 

In 1972, Steve Arlin of the Padres pitched 8 2/3 innings before giving up a hit 
against Philadelphia. In 2006, Chris Young threw 8 1/3 hitless innings against 
Pittsburgh. 

In 2011, five San Diego pitchers combined for 8 2-3 hitless innings against the 
Dodgers. 

This was the second no-hit bid to end with two outs in the eighth in the same 
ballpark in four nights. Arizona’s Patrick Corbin came close in a one-hit, 1-0 win 
over San Francisco on Tuesday. 

Ross was an All-Star with the Padres in 2014. He was their opening day starter in 
2016, but didn’t pitch the rest of the season because of a shoulder ailment. 

Ross pitched 12 games for Texas last year, and rejoined the Padres this season 
on a minor league contract. 

Brad Hand (1-2) relieved Ross and got the last four outs — they combined on the 
29th one-hitter in Padres’ history. 

Christian Villaneuva hit an RBI single off Brad Boxberger (0-2) in a three-run ninth. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/franchy-cordero-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/arizona-diamondbacks-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/christian-walker-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jarrod-dyson-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/patrick-corbin-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brad-hand-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brad-boxberger-player-stats
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Cordero hit a homer estimated at 489 feet by Statcast for the Padres’ first run. 

Matt Koch, brought up from Triple-A Reno to take the start of Taiujan Walker — 
who undergoes Tommy John surgery next week — allowed one run on two hits in 
six innings. 
 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Padres: Wil Myers was activated from the 10-game DL (right arm inflammation). 
He was in the lineup after missing 15 games. 

Diamondbacks: Chris Owings and A.J. Pollock were out of the starting lineup after 
their outfield collision the previous night. Owings took a knee to the jaw and his 
head slammed to the warning track and had a bruised side of his head. He said he 
passed concussion tests Thursday night and Friday. Pollock jammed his right 
hand but stayed in the game. … 3B Jake Lamb (sprained left shoulder) played in 
an extended spring training game. 

CORDERO’S SHOT 

According to Statcast, Cordero’s home run was the 10th-longest in MLB since 
2015 and the longest by the Padres since Statcast was introduced that year. It 
traveled 116.3 mph off the bat. 

UP NEXT 

Arizona sends RH Zack Godley to the mound and the Padres go with LH Clayton 
Richard in the second game of the series Saturday night. A loss would end the 
Diamondbacks’ franchise-record string of six straight series victories to start the 
season. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matt-koch-2-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/wil-myers-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chris-owings-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/aj-pollock-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jacob-lamb-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/zack-godley-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/clayton-richard-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/clayton-richard-player-stats
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Tyson Ross loses no-hit bid with 2 outs in 8th; Padres top D-backs 
 
AP 
 
Ross lost his bid to pitch the first one in the history of the Padres when rookie 
center fielder Franchy Cordero appeared to misjudge a ball with two outs in the 
eighth inning of Friday night's 4-1 win over the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
Playing their 7,835th game since joining the majors in 1969, the Padres again 
came agonizingly close to their first no-no. They remain the only team in the big 
leagues that has never thrown a no-hitter. 

As he mowed down the Diamondbacks with a dominant slider and effective 
fastball, Ross tried not to think about what he might do. 

"Anytime those thoughts popped in my head, I had to try and shut them out and 
think about something else," he said. "But I was having fun. Being up 1-0 going 
that deep into the game, a good time." 

But it could have been a whole lot better. 

Ross had a 1-0 lead with two outs in the eighth when Christian Walker lined a 
drive to deep center. Cordero seemed to get a late jump on the ball, then had it 
sail just over his outstretched glove. Walker, called up from Triple-A last week, 
wound up with an RBI double that made it 1-1. 
"It wasn't the cleanest break," Padres manager Andy Green said. "I know he's the 
type of kid that's going to go home thinking about that, how bad he wanted to 
make that catch. Frenchy gives everything he has out there. It would have been 
nice. He's plenty fast enough to make some amazing plays. That was just a tough 
read off the bat." 

Cordero, speaking through an interpreter, said it was a tough ball to gauge. 

"It was a ball that was hit hard and it was going right over my head," he said. "It 
was a tougher read, so I'm just going to work hard so that we're good at that in the 
future. I would have liked to make that play, just so Tyson could have gone out 
there and kept throwing his game and could have had his no-hitter." 

Ross briefly grimaced when the ball fell and was pulled after throwing a career-
high 127 pitches. 

He looked as if he was running out of gas in the last inning and Green went to the 
mound with one out, but Ross stayed in. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33340/franchy-cordero
http://www.espn.com.au/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32758/christian-walker
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Green said Walker would have been the last batter Ross faced, even if it would 
have been an out. He would have gone to Brad Hand to go for what would have 
been a combined no-hitter. But then the young Padres manager hedged. 
"I probably could have been lobbied (to let Ross stay in for the ninth)," Green said. 
"It's a special thing, and you want guys to have a chance to achieve special 
things." 

The right-hander, who turns 31 on Sunday, struck out 10 and walked three. He 
retired 18 straight batters after walking Jarrod Dyson in the first inning. 
This was the second no-hit bid to end with two outs in the eighth in the same 
ballpark in four nights. Arizona's Patrick Corbin came close in a one-hit, 1-0 win 
over San Francisco on Tuesday. 
Ross was an All-Star with the Padres in 2014. He was their Opening Day starter in 
2016 but didn't pitch the rest of the season because of a shoulder ailment. 

Ross pitched 12 games for Texas last year, and rejoined the Padres this season 
on a minor league contract. 

Hand (1-2) relieved Ross and got the last four outs -- they combined on the 29th 
one-hitter in Padres' history. 

Christian Villanueva hit an RBI single off Brad Boxberger (0-2) in a three-run ninth. 
Cordero hit a homer estimated at 489 feet by Statcast for the Padres' first run. 

Matt Koch, brought up from Triple-A Reno to take the start of Taijuan Walker -- 
who undergoes Tommy John surgery next week -- gave up one run and two hits in 
six innings. 
"Offensively, we really couldn't get anything going and Ross deserves a little bit of 
credit for that," Diamondbacks manager Torey Lovullo said. "The fastball-slider 
combination and the fastball in swing counts kept us off-balance all night." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Padres: Wil Myers was activated from the 10-game DL (right arm inflammation). 
He was in the lineup after missing 15 games. 
Diamondbacks: Chris Owings and A.J. Pollock were out of the starting lineup after 
their outfield collision the previous night. Owings took a knee to the jaw and his 
head slammed to the warning track and had a bruised side of his head. He said he 
passed concussion tests Thursday night and Friday. Pollock jammed his right 
hand but stayed in the game. ... 3B Jake Lamb (sprained left shoulder) played in 
an extended spring training game. 
UP NEXT 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30461/jarrod-dyson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31313/patrick-corbin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31495/brad-boxberger
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31864/taijuan-walker
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30862/chris-owings
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30699/aj-pollock
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32742/jake-lamb
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Arizona sends RH Zack Godley to the mound and the Padres go with LH Clayton 
Richard in the second game of the series Saturday night. A loss would end the 
Diamondbacks' franchise-record string of six straight series victories to start the 
season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34824/zack-godley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
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Padres were fingertips away from completing first no-hitter in franchise 
history 

 
Mark Townsend 
Yahoo Sports 
  
The San Diego Padres were so close. 
After a half-century of near-misses, all that stood between starting pitcher Tyson 
Ross and the franchise’s first-ever no-hitter were four outs. 

Just as it’s been in the franchise’s first 7,834 games over 50 seasons, it simply 
wasn’t meant to be. 

With four outs looking to become three, Arizona Diamondbacks pinch-hitter 
Christian Walker roped a double that just cleared the glove of center fielder 
Franchy Cordero. Many believe it’s a play Cordero could have made, and perhaps 
should have made. He clearly didn’t get a good read off the bat. By the time he 
recovered, all he could do was give his best effort. 

It wasn’t enough. 

When Walker’s double landed, not only did Ross lose his no-hitter, he lost his 
shutout and his opportunity to win the game. Earlier in the inning, he’d walked 
Nick Ahmad. When Ahmad was erased at home plate on a fielder’s choice, he 
was replaced on the bases by Deven Marrero. It was Marrero who then raced 
around with the tying run. 

Ross, a 30-year-old right-hander who left the Padres in free agency following the 
2016 season, only to return this winter, was immediately removed by manager 
Andy Green. Reliever Brad Hand recorded the final four outs to secure San 
Diego’s 4-1 victory and the 29th one-hitter in franchise history. 

Ross was probably facing his final batter regardless. His final pitch was his 127th 
of the game. That’s a number very few pitchers reach anymore, let alone one just 
18 months removed from surgery to fix thoracic outlet syndrome. Opportunities to 
throw a no-hitter create special circumstances, but Green would have had to think 
long and hard before allowing Ross to continue. 

Ross struck out 10 and walked three over his 7.2 innings. As they often do, the 
Diamondbacks extended at-bats and ran up Ross’ pitch count by taking a lot of 
close pitches and fouling off others. That, in turn, makes Ross’ effort even more 
impressive. Arizona’s loaded lineup wasn’t taking Ross or the Padres for granted. 
They were battling. Ross was just better. 

https://www.yahoo.com/author/mark-townsend
http://sports.yahoo.com/
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The Padres will now carry on as the only Major League Baseball franchise without 
a no-hitter. The New York Mets were in that category with them until June 1, 2012, 
when Johan Santana famously threw a career-high 134 pitches to no-hit the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 

Santana was never quite the same after that historic outing. You can bet there will 
be a lot of people keeping a close eye on Ross to see how he bounces back from 
Friday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/finally-johan-santana-throws-first-no-hitter-50-025543184.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/finally-johan-santana-throws-first-no-hitter-50-025543184.html
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This Day in Padres History — April 21 
By Bill Center 

April 21, 1975 — Left-handerRandy Jones allows six hits and no walks with four 
strikeouts in a complete-game shutout as the Padres score a 4–0 win at Houston. 

April 21, 1978 — Right-hander Gaylord Perry stars on the mound and at the plate 
as the Padres get 18 hits in a 9–3 win over Atlanta at San Diego Stadium, Perry 
allows three runs (two earned) on eight hits and a walk with five strikeouts in a 
complete game. He is 3-for-3 as a hitter with two doubles, two RBIs and two runs 
scored. Third baseman Bill Almon is 4-for-5 with a double, two RBIs and two runs 
scored. 

April 21, 1996 — Center fielder Steve Finley drives in Rickey Henderson in the top 
of the 15th to give the Padres a 2–1 win in Atlanta. 

April 21, 1999 — Right-handed starter Andy Ashby and Trevor Hoffmancombine on 
a three-hit shutout as the Padres defeat Pittsburgh 2–0 at Qualcomm Stadium. 

April 21, 2002 — Right-handed starter Brett Tomko and four relievers combine on a 
four-hit shutout with 15 strikeouts in a 5–0 victory over the Dodgers in Los Angeles. 
Tomko allows two hits and two walks with 13 strikeouts in seven innings. 

April 21, 2004 — Right-hander Jake Peavy stars as a hitter and pitcher in the 
Padres 11–0 win at Petco Park. Peavy allows four hits and four walks with four 
strikeouts in six scoreless innings and goes 2-for-3 with a RBI and a run scored. 

April 21, 2015 — Former Rockies Clint Barmes homers at Coors Field in Denver as 
the Padres defeat Colorado 7–6 to improve to 10–5. 
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