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Future White Sox catcher improving all-around game 
Former No. 10 overall pick Collins shows he's more than a big bat 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / August 16, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The offensive statistics for Zack Collins look impressive as Double-A Birmingham's 2018 
season moves toward a close. 
 
Collins' .399 on-base percentage tops the Southern League, enhanced by his .824 OPS, 14 home runs and 
60 RBIs. Those numbers really stand out when considering the No. 8 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline 
started the year mired in a 2-for-37 slump. 
 
But hitting the ball was never an issue for the organization's catcher of the future. When asked for a true 
defining moment of his third season in the White Sox system, the 23-year-old pointed to his work with the 
pitchers. 
 
"My leadership and relationship with pitchers have gotten a lot better this year, and I have a lot of trust from 
a lot of guys who are on the mound when I'm catching," Collins told MLB.com during a recent interview. 
"It's definitely a fun time when you and the pitcher are working on the same mindset and your guys trust 
each other." 
 
"From the offseason to Day 1 in Spring Training, he's definitely put being a catcher as a top priority," White 
Sox director of player development Chris Getz said. "He takes pride in that relationship with the pitchers, 
and the pitchers certainly have gone out there and produced with him. That's a testament to everything he's 
done." 
 
As Collins sees it, studying the scouting reports and simply talking to the pitchers during batting practice 
and before games were keys for building trust. 
 
"Just let them know that you actually care," Collins said. "You are here to make them better, and you are 
here obviously trying to get every single guy who steps up to the plate out. 



 
"That's a big factor that goes into it. We've done meetings with pitching coaches and stuff like that. I like to 
talk to whoever is going on the mound, and knowing their goals for that game, it helps." 
 
White Sox director of amateur scouting Nick Hostetler took Collins with the 10th pick overall of the 2016 
MLB Draft. Hostetler told reporters shortly thereafter he still would have taken Collins if the White Sox had 
the No. 1 pick 
 
Described as possessing Major League offensive capabilities after coming from the University of Miami, 
neither Collins' early 2018 slump nor his .224 average in '17 between Class A Winston-Salem and 
Birmingham dissuaded that notion. He already has drawn 214 walks against 311 strikeouts in 260 career 
games, and according to White Sox Minor League hitting coordinator Mike Gellinger, Collins has taken off 
since being able to barrel up more offspeed pitches. 
 
"He could always hit a fastball," Gellinger said. "The thing about Zack is that his numbers offensively are 
like the big league top guys. He doesn't swing a whole lot. When he does, he does some damage. He takes 
a lot of walks. His OBP is off the charts. Things like that." 
 
One of Collins' goals offensively is to reduce strikeouts, which in turn would bring his average up. He wants 
to have fewer strikeouts than walks, but he also doesn't want to fall into a rut of being too patient. 
 
"Sometimes I kind of forget how good I can be and how quickly I can drive in runs," Collins said. "Getting 
those pitches that are over the plate -- whether it's a fastball, change or slider -- I need to be taking 
advantage of those and driving them into the gap." 
 
Any doubts of Collins sticking at catcher have been erased. Just ask pitchers Dylan Cease, Jimmy Lambert, 
Dane Dunning and Bernardo Flores, all of whom have done high-level work with him. 
 
"When you are kind of known as an offensive catcher, everybody is thinking you might be moving to another 
position," Collins said. "I don't see why any team wouldn't want an offensive catcher. It's adding another bat 
in the lineup. It helps the team out a lot." 

 
5 guys with game-changing skills in AL Central 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / august 16, 2018 
 
Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez, Jose Berrios, Eddie Rosario, a healthy Miguel Cabrera and Jose Abreu 
are a few names that come to mind when talking about elite talent in the American League Central. 
 
But then there's those players who possess a game-changing singular talent within the division. 
 
Maybe it's an especially strong outfield arm, keeping runners on hold on the basepaths. Maybe it's that 
special speed burst to take an extra base, or maybe it's a wipeout slider to put pitchers away. 
 
Each one of them can make a significant difference in a game and quite possibly throughout an entire 
season. Here's a look at one of those special game-changing skills from each AL Central team. 
 
Indians: Jose Ramirez, contact rate 
Why it matters: Ramirez is becoming increasingly known for his power, but it is his high rate of contact that 
can drive pitchers crazy. As a switch-hitter, Ramirez can cover the entire plate and is relentless with two 
strikes. Per Statcast™, Ramirez made contact on an MLB-high 363 two-strike swings through Monday. His 
.892 OPS with two strikes ranked second in MLB. Ramirez's 86.7-percent contact rate overall ranked sixth 
in the Majors. 
 
Signature moment this season: Ramirez stepped to the plate in the bottom of the ninth on May 27 with the 
Tribe trailing the Astros, 8-3. He led off with a 17-pitch at-bat against Ken Giles, fouling off 12 pitches along 



the way. Ramirez ended the battle with a double off the right-field wall, igniting a five-run inning. Cleveland 
won, 10-9, in 14 innings. 
 
Royals: Brett Phillips' arm 
Why it matters: As the Royals launch this rebuild, they are trying to do it the "Royal Way" once more, with 
tremendous speed and defense in the outfield as they had with Lorenzo Cain and Jarrod Dyson. Phillips, 
acquired from the Brewers in the Mike Moustakas trade, has blazing speed and perhaps the strongest 
outfield arm since Jermaine Dye -- and that says a lot considering left fielder Alex Gordon is a five-time AL 
Gold Glove Award winner and has more outfield assists than anyone in baseball since 2010. Phillips has a 
80-grade arm that he has shown off since joining the Royals. 
 
Signature moment this season: Against the White Sox, Phillips displayed that arm by throwing a dart from 
center field to home to nail Leury Garcia, who was trying to tag and score. The throw was measured at 
100.1 mph, the hardest throw by any Royals outfielder since Statcast™ was launched in 2015. 
 
Tigers: JaCoby Jones' speed 
Why it matters: Jones' speed and natural athleticism have allowed him to play all over the field throughout 
his career, from LSU into pro ball. This season, it has given him the opportunity to disrupt defenses on the 
basepaths while also covering ground in Comerica Park as Detroit's everyday center fielder since Leonys 
Martin was traded last week. 
 
Signature moment this season: Jones scored from first base on a Pete Kozma single May 12 vs. the 
Mariners in Game 2 of a doubleheader. 
 
Twins: Eddie Rosario, hit tool 
Why it matters: Rosario has always had quick hands, which allows him to react and get to pitches most 
hitters can't handle. His batting average has been around .300 all season and he's developed more power 
over the past two years, while also becoming more patient at the plate. 
 
Rosario is the ultimate bad-ball hitter, so he's a difficult out for opposing pitchers. Rosario leads the Majors 
on base hits on pitches out of the zone by a large margin, and he is also ranked second in the Majors 
behind J.D. Martinez in homers on pitches out of the strike zone. He's become a force in the middle of the 
lineup and had a strong case to be an All-Star. 
 
Signature moment this season: Rosario hit three homers, including a walk-off blast, against the Indians on 
June 3 with his parents at the game at Target Field. The three home runs each came on a different type of 
pitch, and of course, all three were located out of the zone. 
 
White Sox: Avisail Garcia, power 
Why it matters: At 6-foot-4, 240 pounds, the 27-year-old Garcia has the prototypical build of a power hitter 
among his five-tool array of talents. But he hasn't really shown off those muscles until these past two 
seasons, with 31 combined home runs and 35 doubles despite missing two stretches this season due to 
right hamstring issues. The White Sox have contractual control over Garcia through the 2019 season, and 
with more of the prototypical corner outfield profile via the long ball inclusion, he could enhance his chances 
to remain an integral part of Chicago's rebuild. 
 
Signature moment this season: Garcia has hit nine home runs over his past 30 games since June 26. 
During one six-game stretch from July 2-7, Garcia went deep five times. 

 
Every 30-30 season, ranked by club 
By Daniel Kramer and Do-Hyoung Park  / MLB.com / August 16, 2018 
 
The marvel of the 30-30 club is predicated on the rare combination of speed and power it takes to swipe 
30 bases and bash 30 homers in the same season. The feat has been pulled off just 60 times in baseball 
history, though there are a few players who could join the club in 2018, starting with Cleveland's Jose 
Ramirez, who has already surpassed 30 homers and has 27 steals through Wednesday's action. 



 
• 40-40 club: 40 steals, 40 homers in a season 
 
Here is a team-by-team breakdown of the 30-30 club, ranked in order from the team with the most 30-30 
seasons to least -- there are actually eight teams that have never had someone pull off the feat. (Note: We 
list franchises together, even if the club moved.)  
 
Giants: 7 
Barry Bonds, 1997 (40 HR, 37 SB) 
Barry Bonds, 1996 (42 HR, 40 SB) 
Barry Bonds, 1995 (33 HR, 31 SB) 
Bobby Bonds, 1973 (39 HR, 43 SB) 
Bobby Bonds, 1969 (32 HR, 45 SB) 
Willie Mays, 1957 (35 HR, 38 SB) 
Willie Mays, 1956 (36 HR, 40 SB) 
Mays posted the first two 30-30 seasons in National League history, and narrowly missed the mark in 1958 
(29 HR, 31 SB) and '59 (34-27). In the twilight of his career, he saw teammate Bobby Bonds accomplish 
the feat twice with the Giants (en route to finishing his career with five). The younger Bonds later matched 
his father with his third, fourth and fifth 30-30 seasons in the late '90s -- no other hitter has notched three 
straight such campaigns. Remarkably, both of the Bonds came within four homers or steals of another 30-
30 campaign three times each. 
 
Mets: 5 
David Wright, 2007 (30 HR, 34 SB) 
Howard Johnson, 1991 (38 HR, 30 SB) 
Howard Johnson, 1989 (36 HR, 41 SB) 
Howard Johnson, 1987 (36 HR, 32 SB) 
Darryl Strawberry, 1987 (39 HR, 36 SB) 
It's surprising to see Strawberry's name on this list only once -- though it should come as no surprise that 
he also came close in 1984 (26 HR, 27 SB), '85 (29-26), '86 (27-28) and '88 (39-29). Johnson, his teammate 
for nine seasons, wasn't even an All-Star in '87, when the Mets became one of only two teams ever with 
two 30-30 players in a season. Only Mike Cameron came close until Wright's career-best '07 campaign. 
 
Braves: 4 
Ron Gant, 1991 (32 HR, 34 SB) 
Ron Gant, 1990 (32 HR, 33 SB) 
Dale Murphy, 1983 (36 HR, 30 SB) 
Hank Aaron, 1963 * (44 HR, 31 SB) 
* Milwaukee Braves 
Aaron's 30-30 season was just the fourth in history, and he came close again in 1968 (29 HR, 28 SB). Gant 
came close again when he had 36 homers and 26 steals in 1993. In Chipper Jones' NL MVP Award-winning 
year of 1999, he slugged 45 homers and swiped 25 bags, which is Atlanta's closest call since then. 
 
Rangers: 4 
Ian Kinsler, 2011 (32 HR, 30 SB) 
Ian Kinsler, 2009 (31 HR, 31 SB) 
Alfonso Soriano, 2005 (36 HR, 30 SB) 
Bobby Bonds, 1978 (31 HR, 43 SB) 
Bonds posted the last of his then-unheard-of five 30-30 seasons in 1978, starting the year with the White 
Sox before posting the majority of his homers (29) and steals (37) in 130 games with the Rangers. His five 
30-30 campaigns was matched only by his son, Barry, though Soriano also came close with four. The 
consistent Kinsler's only 30-30 campaigns came in the only two 30-steal seasons of his career. 
 
Astros: 3 
Carlos Beltran, 2004 (38 HR, 42 SB) 
Jeff Bagwell, 1999 (42 HR, 30 SB) 



Jeff Bagwell, 1997 (43 HR, 31 SB) 
Beltran actually split his memorable 2004 season between Kansas City and Houston, coming over via trade 
just ahead of the non-waiver Trade Deadline. Beltran swiped a career-high 42 bases that year, including 
28 in just 90 games with the Astros. Bagwell, who was never overly touted for his speed, quietly swiped 61 
of his career 202 over the 1997 and '99 seasons. 
 
Brewers: 3 
Ryan Braun, 2012 (41 HR, 30 SB) 
Ryan Braun, 2011 (33 HR, 33 SB) 
Tommy Harper, 1970 (31 HR, 38 SB) 
Coming off a 73-steal campaign with the expansion Seattle Pilots in 1969, Harper knocked a career-high 
31 homers in '70 for the first 30-30 season in the American League since Ken Williams of the St. Louis 
Browns in '22. Braun's two 30-30 seasons were the only 30-steal campaigns of his career, for which he 
won the NL MVP Award in 2011. 
 
Dodgers: 3 
Matt Kemp, 2011 (39 HR, 40 SB) 
Raul Mondesi, 1999 (33 HR, 36 SB) 
Raul Mondesi, 1997 (30 HR, 32 SB) 
Davey Lopes, Pedro Guerrero and Kirk Gibson all came close, but Mondesi finally became the first Dodger 
in the 30-30 club with the only 30-steal campaigns of his 13-year career in 1997 and '99. Kemp flirted with 
the feat in 2009 (26 HR, 34 SB) before achieving it in '11 with a league-leading 39 homers and 126 RBIs to 
go with a career-best 40 steals. He lost the NL MVP Award to Braun, a fellow 30-30 club member in '11. 
 
Nationals: 3 
Alfonso Soriano, 2006 (46 HR, 41 SB) 
Vladimir Guerrero, 2002 * (39 HR, 40 SB) 
Vladimir Guerrero, 2001 * (34 HR, 37 SB) 
* Montreal Expos 
Guerrero had two 30-steal seasons in his 16-year career, and he made the most of both with a pair of 30-
30 campaigns, narrowly missing the fourth 40-40 season in history in 2002. Four years later, following the 
franchise's move to the nation's capital, Soriano recorded the most homers ever in a 30-30 campaign (his 
fourth) and registered the fourth and final 40-40 season to date. 
 
Phillies: 3 
Jimmy Rollins, 2007 (30 HR, 41 SB) 
Bobby Abreu, 2004 (30 HR, 40 SB) 
Bobby Abreu, 2001 (31 HR, 36 SB) 
Abreu's 2001 and '04 campaigns were the finest of his career, representing the two highest homer and 
steal totals of his 18 seasons in the Major Leagues. Rollins was always a threat on the basepaths, but his 
power only began to emerge later in his career, culminating in a career-high 30 homers, 41 steals and 
league-leading triple (20) and run (139) totals in his 2007 NL MVP Award-winning campaign. 
 
Reds: 3 
Brandon Phillips, 2007 (30 HR, 32 SB) 
Barry Larkin, 1996 (33 HR, 36 SB) 
Eric Davis, 1987 (37 HR, 50 SB) 
In 1987, Davis joined the 30-30 club in style, becoming the first player to do so with 50 steals (only Barry 
Bonds has joined him since) -- and he only played in 129 games. A season earlier, he was only three 
homers shy of an astonishing 30-80 season. Davis and Rickey Henderson remain the only members of the 
20-80 club. Larkin's 33 homers in '96 were by far a career high, as were Phillips' 30 long balls in 2007. 
 
Rockies: 3 
Larry Walker, 1997 (49 HR, 33 SB) 
Dante Bichette, 1996 (31 HR, 31 SB) 
Ellis Burks, 1996 (40 HR, 32 SB) 



The 1996 Blake Street Bombers were the second team in history ('87 Mets) with two 30-30 hitters in the 
same season. Bichette wasn't so much of a surprise -- he'd posted double-digit homers and steals in the 
three previous years. But Burks raised some eyebrows with his 30-30 campaign, as he'd stolen a combined 
36 bases in the previous six seasons. Walker's 49 homers and 33 steals were both career highs as he won 
the NL MVP Award in '97. 
 
Yankees: 3 
Alfonso Soriano, 2003 (38 HR, 35 SB) 
Alfonso Soriano, 2002 (39 HR, 41 SB) 
Bobby Bonds, 1975 (32 HR, 30 SB) 
Though Mickey Mantle (31 HR, 21 SB) came reasonably close in 1959, Bonds became the first Yankee in 
the 30-30 club in '75. Rickey Henderson had a pair of 20-80 campaigns, including a 28-homer, 87-steal 
season in '86, but it was Soriano that ultimately joined Bonds with the first two of his four 30-30 seasons. 
Since then, Curtis Granderson came closest, with 41 homers and 25 steals in 2011. 
 
Angels: 2 
Mike Trout, 2012 (30 HR, 48 SB) 
Bobby Bonds, 1977 (37 HR, 41 SB) 
Trout took the Majors by storm during his rookie season in 2012, compiling a 30-30 year that hasn't been 
matched since. Some argue that had it not been for Miguel Cabrera winning the first Triple Crown in 45 
years that Trout would've won the AL MVP Award that season. Bonds spent parts of just two seasons in 
Anaheim, and he made his second count.  
 
 
Blue Jays: 2 
Jose Cruz, 2001 (34 HR, 32 SB) 
Shawn Green, 1998 (35 HR, 35 SB) 
The 1998 Jays missed the playoffs despite Green posting the first 30-30 season in team history and Jose 
Canseco coming a steal shy (46 HR, 29 SB) of joining him. The 35 steals were a career high for Green, 
who hadn't posted more than 16 homers or steals in a season to that point. Cruz more than doubled his 
previous career high in steals for his 30-30 campaign. 
 
Cubs: 2 
Sammy Sosa, 1995 (36 HR, 34 SB) 
Sammy Sosa, 1993 (33 HR, 36 SB) 
Sosa began his career with decent power and great speed before morphing into the feared slugger that he 
became in his prime. During his transition, his power and speed came together for a pair of 30-30 
campaigns, including his first All-Star season in 1995. Ryne Sandberg had come close in '90 (40 HR, 25 
SB), and Corey Patterson came close most recently (24-32) in 2004. 
 
Indians: 2 
Grady Sizemore, 2008 (33 HR, 38 SB) 
Joe Carter, 1987 (32 HR, 31 SB) 
Carter's only 30-steal season of his 16-year career gained him entry to the 30-30 club in 1987 after he came 
a homer and a steal shy a year earlier. He threatened again a season later (27 HR, 27 SB). Before injuries 
derailed a promising career, Sizemore was a perennial 30-30 threat, finally achieving the feat in 2008 with 
career bests in both homers and steals. 
 
Marlins: 2 
Hanley Ramirez, 2008 (33 HR, 35 SB) 
Preston Wilson, 2000 (31 HR, 36 SB) 
Ramirez burst onto the scene with a pair of 50-steal seasons to start his career, but as his power numbers 
increased, his stolen-base numbers dwindled, and though he came close in 2007 (29 HR, 51 SB), his only 
30-30 season came a year later. Wilson swiped 87 bags in four full seasons with the Marlins, and a career-
high total of 36 came in '00. 
 



Pirates: 2 
Barry Bonds, 1992 (34 HR, 39 SB) 
Barry Bonds, 1990 (33 HR, 52 SB) 
Bonds' 52 steals in 1990 were the most in a 30-30 campaign, putting him in an elite group -- he and the 
Reds' Eric Davis (in '87) are the only members of the 30-50 club. Needless to say, he won the first of his 
seven NL MVP Awards that year, and he repeated the feat two years later, winning another MVP Award in 
his walk year before joining the Giants in free agency. More recently, Jason Bay, Nate McLouth and Andrew 
McCutchen have come close. 
 
Athletics: 1 
Jose Canseco, 1988 (42 HR, 40 SB) 
Forget 30-30 -- how about 40-40? Canseco's memorable 1988 campaign saw him lead the Majors with 42 
homers and 124 RBIs en route to the AL MVP Award, and he became not only the first in franchise history 
to 30-30, but he also became the first in baseball history to 40-40. Only three others have matched the feat 
since. 
 
Mariners: 1 
Alex Rodriguez, 1998 (42 HR, 46 SB) 
Many don't associate Rodriguez with speed anymore, but he stole double-digit bases in 13 of his first 14 
full seasons in the Major Leagues. A-Rod posted lofty homer and RBI totals as a 22-year-old shortstop in 
1998, and he also ran wild that season, swiping a career-high 46 bags (but also being caught 13 times), 
posting one of only four 40-40 seasons in history. 
 
Orioles: 1 
Ken Williams, 1922 * (39 HR, 37 SB) 
* St. Louis Browns 
The idea of a 30-30 season before the end of the dead ball era in 1920 was far-fetched, but with the 
emergence of sluggers like Babe Ruth and Rogers Hornsby, it became at least a possibility -- though Ruth 
wasn't exactly known for his speed. Williams had both the power and speed tools, though, and in '22, with 
Ruth suspended for 60 games to open the season, Williams led the league in homers and swiped 37 bags 
for the first 30-30 campaign in baseball history. 
 
Red Sox: 1 
Jacoby Ellsbury, 2011 (32 HR, 39 SB) 
For as long as the storied Red Sox franchise has been around, it took until Ellsbury's tremendous 2011 
campaign, the only season of his career with more than 16 homers, for Boston to finally have a hitter join 
the 30-30 club. Carl Yastrzemski (40 HR, 23 SB) came close in 1970, as did Nomar Garciaparra (30 HR, 
22 SB) in '97, and Mookie Betts is on pace to join Ellsbury in 2018, boasting 27 homers and 24 steals with 
over a month remaining in the season. 
 
Cardinals: 0 
Closest call: Ray Lankford, 1998 (31 HR, 26 SB) 
For all of their rich history, the Cardinals perhaps suprisingly haven't had a player compile a 30-30 season. 
Lankford was perhaps the closest to accomplish the feat, coming just four stolen bases shy in 1998.  
 
D-backs: 0 
Closest call: Paul Goldschmidt, 2016 (24 HR, 32 SB) 
A perennial threat on the bases -- in spite of his size, stature and position -- Goldschmidt stole a career-
high 32 bases in 2016, but he did so in a year where he had a power drought, at least by his standards, 
which is why he's included here. Goldschmidt had clubbed 30 homers in three of his six full seasons 
entering '18. In an era where clubs are becoming more apprehensive on the basepaths, the D-backs remain 
one of the most aggressive. Perhaps they won't be without a member for long.  
 
Padres: 0 
Closest call: Wil Myers, 2016 (28 HR, 28 SB) 



Myers came just two homers and two stolen bases shy of becoming the first player in Friars history to join 
the coveted club during his All-Star season in 2016.  
 
Rays: 0 
Closest call: Melvin Upton Jr., 2012 (28 HR, 31 SB) 
Upton put together one of his best seasons in 2012, coming just two homers shy of becoming the first Rays 
player to join the 30-30 club. Upton's 31 stolen bases that year were impressive, but three times in his 
career he exceeded 40. His 28 homers in '12 were a personal high, and he clubbed them in the final year 
before he hit free agency. That offseason, Upton signed a massive multiyear contract with the Braves.  
 
Royals: 0 
Closest call: Carlos Beltran, 2002 (29 HR, 35 SB) 
There can't be a more credible close call here than an actual member of the 30-30 club, and despite coming 
just one homer shy in 2002, he went on to join the club two seasons later, in a year he was traded from the 
Royals to the Astros.  
 
Tigers: 0 
Closest call: Kirk Gibson, 1985 (29 HR, 30 SB) 
Gibson clubbed a career-high 29 in 1985, coming just one deep fly shy of being the lone Tiger in the 
franchise's rich history in the 30-30 club.  
 
Twins: 0 
Closest call: Corey Koskie, 2001 (26 HR, 27 SB) 
No Twins player has come all that close to joining the 30-30 club other than Koskie, who put together his 
best offensive year in 2001 but didn't reach either of the baselines. 
 
White Sox: 0 
Closest call: Magglio Ordonez, 2001 (31 HR, 25 SB) 
The six-time All-Star had one of his best seasons in 2001, leading the team with 25 steals. No White Sox 
player has come all that more close to joining the club, though, before or since. 

 
Thursday's top prospect performers 
By Mike Rosenbaum / MLB.com / August 16, 2018 
 
Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Thursday. 
 
Cavan Biggio hit a pair of home runs, including walk-off shot in the ninth, as Double-A New Hampshire 
rallied to defeat Altoona, 7-6. 
 
The Blue Jays' No. 9 prospect, the son of Hall of Famer Craig, also hit a double in the contest to finish 3-
for-4 with three RBIs and a career-high four runs scored. 
 
Biggio's first home run of the game, a two-run blast to right field with two outs in the third inning, started the 
scoring for New Hampshire, and he came around to score in his next two trips to the plate after reaching 
via a double and a walk, respectively. 
 
A three-run Fisher Cats rally to tie the game in the eighth inning ultimately helped to set the stage for 
Biggio's heroics in the ninth, and the 23-year-old, batting with two outs, delivered by hammering a 3-0 pitch 
over the wall in right-center field for the walk-off win. 
 
It was the second multi-homer game of Biggio's career, as well as his second this month. What's more, 
Biggio, normally a second or third baseman, accomplished the feat in his first start of the season in the 
outfield (right field). It was his second-career start at the position, specifically, and his third-ever in the 
outfield in 302 Minor League games. 
 



Nearing the end of a breakout season, Biggio leads the Eastern League in home runs (26), on-base 
percentage (.397), slugging (.532), OPS (.928), total bases (201) and walks (89). His 88 RBIs, meanwhile, 
rank second in the circuit, and, overall he's hit .257 in 113 games. 
 
Other top prospect performances from Thursday's action: 
 
• No. 13 overall prospect Michael Kopech (White Sox No. 2) continued to trend in the right direction as he 
allowed one earned run on seven hits over six innings for Triple-A Charlotte. Perhaps more important, the 
22-year-old flame-thrower posted his third straight start in which he recorded nine strikeouts and zero walks. 
With a 1.84 ERA, 0.98 WHIP and 59-to-4 strikeout-to-walk ratio in 44 innings across his last seven starts, 
Kopech has seemingly checked every box the White Sox wanted to see before a possible September 
promotion. 
 
• No. 22 overall prospect Luis Urias (Padres' No. 4) went 3-for-4 with a double, triple and two runs scored 
as Triple-A El Paso edged Las Vegas, 3-2. It was the third straight multihit game for the 21-year-old second 
baseman, and he's 8-for-12 at the plate during that stretch. On the season, Urias is hitting .281 with 39 
extra-base hits, 72 runs scored and 63 walks through 111 games. 
 
• Angels No. 20 prospect Patrick Sandoval tossed 4 2/3 scoreless innings in his debut for Double-A Mobile. 
The 21-year-old lefty struck out six and allowed as many hits as he did walks (three). He has not allowed a 
run since July 22, a streak spanning 19 1/3 innings and that began before he was dealt by Houston to the 
Angels on July 26 for Martin Maldonado. Between the two organizations (and across three levels), Sandoval 
has logged a 2.10 ERA with 124 strikeouts and a .199 BAA in 107 1/3 innings. 
 
• Blue Jays No. 7 prospect Eric Pardinho carried a perfect game bid into the seventh inning in a career-
long outing for Rookie-level Bluefield. He allowed just one hit, a one-out single in the seventh inning, struck 
out six and pounded the zone with 49 of 73 pitches over seven dominant innings. Signed out of Brazil for 
$1.4 million in July 2017, Pardinho, a 17-year-old right-hander, has registered a 2.93 ERA with 58 strikeouts 
and 13 walks in 46 innings (10 starts) this season against significantly older hitters in his first taste of pro 
ball. 
 
• Indians No. 24 prospect Eric Haase upped his home run total to 18 with his second two-homer game of 
the season for Triple-A Columbus. Both homers were solo shots, as Haase went deep in the fourth and 
sixth innings to finish 2-for-5. The 25-year-old backstop owns a .750 OPS with 43 extra-base hits and a 
career-best 67 RBIs at the plate this season. Behind it, he's thrown out 49 percent (29 of 59) of attempted 
basestealers. 
 
• Marlins No. 22 prospect Joe Dunand had another big game for Double-A Jacksonville, going 3-for-5 with 
two doubles and two RBIs, one night after setting career highs with two home runs and four hits. The 22-
year-old shortstop got off to a slow start upon reaching the Double-A level, but he's now hitting .364 with 
six extra-base hits in 11 games this month. 
 
Robert Dugger (Marlins' No. 23) scattered five hits over seven scoreless innings to earn the win on the 
mound. He issued three walks and matched his season high with nine strikeouts. The 23-year-old right-
hander has completed seven innings in three of his last four starts, all victories. 
 
• Phillies No. 20 prospect David Parkinson logged his second scoreless start in three turns since his 
promotion to Class A Advanced Clearwater. He allowed two hits (both singles), walked a pair and struck 
out five in the outing, throwing 47 of 66 pitches for strikes. The 22-year-old left-hander was promoted to 
Clearwater after posting a South Atlantic League-leading 1.51 ERA in 95 1/3 innings (17 starts) with Class 
A Lakewood. 
 
• Pirates No. 12 prospect Steven Jennings gave up an unearned run on five hits over a career-high seven 
innings to help lead Rookie-level Bristol past Burlington. It arguably was the finest performance of the year 
by the 19-year-old righty, who finished with seven strikeouts and one walk on 85 pitches (61 strikes). 
 



• Reds No. 21 prospect Josiah Gray tossed five innings of one-run ball in another strong start for Rookie-
level Greeneville. The 20-year-old righty allowed just one hit, walked one, struck out five and retired the 
final 13 batters he faced. Through his first 10 starts as a pro, Gray, a 2018 Competitive Balance Round B 
pick, owns a 2.66 ERA with 48 strikeouts in 44 innings. 

 
White Sox catcher Welington Castillo to begin rehab assignment Friday 
By Phil Rogers / Chicago Tribune / August 16, 2018 
 
Welington Castillo returns to the field Friday, starting a rehab assignment with Triple-A Charlotte. The White 
Sox catcher is in the lineup as the designated hitter against Louisville, batting second. 
 
The Sox also are reinstating Leury Garcia from the disabled list for Friday night’s game against the Royals 
at Guaranteed Rate Field. He was placed on the DL on Aug. 6 with a strained left hamstring. 
 
Castillo, who was suspended 80 games after a positive test for Erythropoietin (EPO), a performance-
enhancing substance, is eligible to rejoin the Sox on Thursday in Detroit. 
 
The Sox have gotten good play behind the plate since he was suspended in May. The combination of Omar 
Narvaez and Kevan Smith has helped the Sox produce a .749 OPS for catchers, tops in the American 
League. 
 
Castillo signed a two-year, $15 million contract in December with a team option for a third season. The Sox 
would likely be open to trading him if there is a market. 

 
White Sox's Daniel Palka 'isn’t afraid to fail' in big moments 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / August 16, 2018 
 
Daniel Palka was asked during an MLB Network interview about the moment he realized he belonged in 
the big leagues, and the White Sox slugger thought about his first game after getting called up from Triple-
A Charlotte. 
 
Avisail Garcia had strained a hamstring, and Palka got his opportunity April 25 against the Mariners. 
 
“I felt really comfortable at the plate,” he said. “I was overswinging a little bit, chasing some trash, but I 
thought to myself … ‘Man, this doesn’t feel any different.’ 
 
“I went up to the plate the first time, it wasn’t what I was expecting. I felt way more comfortable than I thought 
(I would) early on.” 
 
And then he flew out to left on Felix Hernandez’s first pitch. 
 
But in Palka’s next at-bat in the third inning, he hit a soft RBI groundout to Hernandez that put the Sox up 
by a run. According to one report, Palka boasted facetiously about the “440-foot rocket” he hit off the wall 
at Safeco Field — which would be a neat trick because it’s 401 feet to center field. 
 
Telling tall tales about your first career RBI? This rookie has some nerve. Actually, Palka seems to have a 
lot of nerve — and the Sox like that about him. 
 
READ: White Sox slugger Daniel Palka keeps 'em laughing — and guessing — during MLB Network 
interview » 
 
Manager Rick Renteria said Palka has a confidence not common in younger players, especially ones 
claimed off waivers, as Palka was from the Twins. 
 
“I think everybody has this angst that they’re trying to chip away at who they are,” Renteria said. “Sometimes 
we’re very outwardly confident, maybe loud, but inwardly we have some doubt. … But he seems to be a 



person (who) … is getting an opportunity (and is) going to try to take advantage of it. He’s going to do it the 
way he believes he should, fearing nothing, to give himself a chance. He’s done a pretty nice job of it.” 
 
It’s one thing to show a little braggadocio in an interview, but does that swagger show up at the plate? 
Looking at some recent numbers and plays suggests Palka might have a mindset normally associated with 
a cornerback or closer. 
 
— His 439-foot, ninth-inning homer Aug. 5 sealed an 8-7 road win over the Rays. 
 
— His three pinch-hit home runs tie him for the major-league lead with the Marlins’ Justin Bour. “It’s a role 
I’m comfortable doing, pinch hitting late,” Palka told MLB Network. “It’s exciting to be able to get up there 
and change a game.” 
 
— Among baseball-reference.com’s “clutch stats,” his .353 batting average on balls in play in a tie game is 
better than his BABIP with any other scoring margin. 
 
— He’s tied for third among rookies with 18 home runs. 
 
— Friday against the Indians, he struck out three times, then hit a walk-off homer for a 1-0 victory. 
 
“He’s had a lot of big moments, big at-bats,” Renteria said after that game. “He goes out, has three 
strikeouts or whatever, (and) comes (through in) the last at-bat. It’s not the first time either. He’s given 
himself a chance to do that a couple times now. 
 
“You’ve got to give the front office, (general manager) Rick (Hahn) and all these guys, credit for … trying to 
identify guys. (Palka has) taken advantage of the opportunity and done a great job.” 
 
Before anyone goes dubbing him “Mr. Clutch,” though, there have been plenty of instances when Palka 
hasn’t come through — and he probably would be the first to acknowledge that. 
 
For all his home-run prowess, he has failed to cash in on all seven of his grand-slam opportunities. He’s 
second in strikeouts among rookies with the ninth-most at-bats, batting a meager .226 with two outs and 
runners in scoring position and .239 when games are “late and close.” 
 
Do-or-die situations don’t always work out in Palka’s favor, but he has shown a knack for controlling the big 
moment, Renteria said. 
 
“Not everybody is the same, but he seems to be able to take advantage of it (and) isn’t afraid to fail,” 
Renteria said. “He allows himself the freedom to be who he is. It may not always work, but at least you’re 
comfortable he’s going to give himself a chance.” 
 
Palka said in the MLB Network interview he thrives in pressure situations. He expressed similar thoughts 
after his walk-off homer against the Indians. 
 
“When your night’s going like that, I feel it’s just a lack of focus when it happens,” he said of the three 
strikeouts. “You’ve just got to lock it back in and keep on rolling. 
 
“I like being in those moments. The outcome is the outcome, but I definitely enjoy the pressure.” 

 
While waiting for Michael Kopech's White Sox call-up, preview his 'E:60' profile 
By Phil Rosenthal / Chicago Tribune / August 16, 2018 
 
White Sox minor-league pitching sensation Michael Kopech is set to receive ESPN2's "E:60" treatment this 
weekend. 
 



While Sox fans wait for Kopech's slider and blur of a fastball to reach the majors, Ryan McGee's 8 a.m. 
report airing Sunday gives him the once-over, not just taking stock of his talent but the hurdles — some of 
his own making — with which he has had to contend. 
 
McGee talked to Kopech about his PED suspension, the broken bone in his pitching hand suffered in a fight 
with a teammate and the young pitcher's stated goal of winding up in the Hall of Fame. 

 
White Sox catcher Welington Castillo begins rehab assignment 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / August 16, 2018 
 
Suspended White Sox catcher Welington Castillo will begin a rehab assignment at Class AAA Charlotte 
today. Castillo is in the Knights’ lineup batting second as the designated hitter in their game against the 
Louisville Bats in an 11:05 AM game. 
 
Castillo received an 80-game suspension without pay on May 24 after testing positive for Erythropoietin 
(EPO), a performance-enhancing substance, in violation of Major League Baseball’s Joint Drug Prevention 
and Treatment Program. 
 
He is eligible to rejoin the Sox Aug. 23. 
 
In other news, the Sox also reinstated outfielder Leury Garcia from the 10-day disabled list. The move was 
expected after outfielder Ryan LaMarre was optioned to Charlotte Wednesday. 
 
Castillo was signed to a two-year, $15-million contract, which includes a club option for 2020, last offseason. 
Castillo, 30, signed for $7.25 million in both 2018 and 2019, with the Sox holding an $8-million option for 
2020 with a $500,000 buyout. 
 
Castillo has been working out at the Sox’ training facilities in Glendale, Ariz. 
 
“The biggest thing for us is he’s got to get some at-bats underneath him,” manager Rick Renteria said this 
week. “He’s got to make sure he’s able to throw and do everything that he’s supposed to be doing in order 
to participate here.” 
 
Castillo, 31, batted .267/.309/.466 with six homers and 15 RBI in 33 games before the suspension. Omar 
Narvaez (.282/.369/.431, five homers 21 RBI in 69 games) and Omar Narvaez Kevin Smith (.283/.328/.310, 
no home runs, 12 RBI in 31 games) have shared catching duties since Castillo’s suspension. 
 
Narvaez leads the Sox in batting average (.282) and on-base percentage (.369). He owns a .356/.433/.559 
hitting line since the beginning of June. 

 
White Sox translator Billy Russo wears many hats 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / August 16, 2018 
 
When a yearning White Sox fan base finally gets its first look at super-prospect Eloy Jimenez — whenever 
that is — Billy Russo will be at his shoulder when it’s time to hear from him for the first time in a Sox uniform. 
 
When Jimenez speaks in Spanish, Russo will be there to translate for the media, as he does for Jose Abreu, 
Yoan Moncada, Reynaldo Lopez and other Spanish-speaking Sox who don’t speak enough English to trust 
doing it on their own. Russo also will be there for Luis Robert, who might be the next big thing after Jimenez. 
 
It’s an important role for the Sox, who have many budding Hispanic stars, not to mention Abreu, their current 
marquee player. But Russo does much more than tell us what the Sox’ Spanish-speaking players are 
saying. He has become a trusted friend, confidant, helper and all-around go-to guy in the Sox’ clubhouse, 
which features 12 Hispanic players on the 25-man roster. 
 



‘‘It’s a little bit of everything,’’ Russo, 35, said of his job. ‘‘A little bit of counseling, recommending things to 
do. They ask me about places to go. If one of their kids has a fever, they might ask me where to go or what 
to do. Or where to order food, where to take their wives to dinner. Sometimes they need to vent, so I just 
listen to them. It’s like being a brother or friend who asks for or gives advice.’’ 
 
Russo blends in because of his easygoing nature. He can take teasing — a survival skill in any clubhouse 
— and, most important, players say they trust him. 
 
‘He means a lot to us,’’ said outfielder Avisail Garcia, who doesn’t need Russo to translate but considers 
him ‘‘a great friend.’’ ‘‘He does a lot for us in everything. Whatever you need, he is always available. I’m 
glad we have somebody like him because it’s hard to find. He’s good people.’’ 
 
Abreu, who uses Russo to translate and always gives him a fist bump and a thank-you after interviews, 
agreed. 
 
‘‘We all have to be glad and thankful to have people around us to help with the language,’’ Abreu said. 
‘‘Having people help you express your thoughts and feelings, it’s very important for us. 
 
‘‘But we have also built a personal relationship, as well. It allows you to be comfortable.’’ 
 
“The biggest thing is trust, and they trust me,’’ Russo said. ‘‘For me, that’s the most important thing.’’ 
 
Russo’s connections to the Sox go back to his youth. As a kid growing up in Venezuela, he took such a 
liking to them — mostly because of Venezuelans Ozzie Guillen and Wilson Alvarez — that he signed an 
imaginary contract to play for them when he was 9. 
 
When his dream of becoming a player became a fantasy, he turned to a journalism career and established 
a working relationship with Guillen, who introduced him to the Sox’ front office. In his seventh season as an 
analyst for the Sox’ Spanish-language radio broadcasts, he was hired in 2015 as the team’s Spanish 
communications manager. 
 
With about 30 percent of big-league rosters made up of Hispanic players, Major League Baseball required 
all 30 teams to hire translators in 2016. For Russo, having a grasp of the different cultures is a big plus. 
 
‘‘Having that person there makes them feel more secure and comfortable,’’ he said. ‘‘My work is important 
because I’m the bridge between what players say and [media]. I always want to say what they say, nothing 
more or less.’’ 
 
When Lopez said the Sox ‘‘played like clowns’’ this season in Cleveland, Russo didn’t even think about 
softening the quote. 
 
‘‘There was no way for me to say something else,’’ he said. ‘‘I have to say what they say. There’s a fine line 
between being a friend and a professional, and that’s the responsibility. And knowing your role is what 
makes you important to them and trustworthy. I’m in the middle, and I have to be right with them.’ 
 
On deck: Royals at Sox 
Friday: Jakob Junis (6-11, 4.82 ERA) vs. James Shields (4-14, 4.41), 7:10 p.m., Ch. 9, 720-AM. 
 
Saturday: Brad Keller (5-5, 3.40) vs. Dylan Covey (4-9, 6.06), 6:10 p.m., NBCSCH, 720-AM. 
 
Sunday: Heath Fillmyer (1-1, 3.61) vs. Reynaldo Lopez (4-9, 4.40), 1:10 p.m., NBCSCH, 720-AM. 

 
Nellie Fox AL championship ring on auction block 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 16, 2018 
 



Chicago White Sox fans interested in some vintage memorabilia need to act fast. The Lelands.com 
Invitational Auction closes Friday at 9 p.m. 
 
The biggest item is Nellie Fox's White Sox American League Championship ring from 1959. As of late 
Thursday afternoon, there was a $14,265 bid for the keepsake. 
 
Fox was the AL MVP in 1959, posting a .306/.380/.389 hitting line with 34 doubles, 6 triples, 2 home runs 
and 70 RBI while leading the Sox to a 94-60 record. The White Sox lost to the Los Angeles Dodgers in the 
World Series. 
 
Fox played 14 seasons with the Sox and ranks second in franchise history with 2,470 hits and third with 
2,115 games played. 
 
The second baseman was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1997. 
 
Fox passed away in 1975 at 47. The ring comes with a signed letter from the Fox family. 
 
Lelands also is auctioning off five ticket stubs from the 1919 "Black Sox" World Series. Eight Sox players, 
including Shoeless Joe Jackson, were banned from baseball for life for throwing the Series against the 
Cincinnati Reds. 
 
Thursday's bid for the World Series ticket stubs was $8,633. 

 
Projecting the White Sox’s 40-man roster decisions 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / August 16, 2018 
 
Exploring the machinations of the 40-man roster usually isn’t a big moneymaker, nor is it typically rocket 
science. 
 
Yet in the land of the White Sox rebuild, advanced theories in roster optimization are apparently all the 
rage, and managing the 40-man actually gets complicated. Serving the two masters of running out a major 
league team and stacking a critical mass of prospects gets tricky due to the stipulations in place to keep 
teams from stashing players for safekeeping for, well, forever. 
 
As much of a flashpoint as the major league debuts of Michael Kopech and Eloy Jiménez have become, 
that’s not the issue for the White Sox in the coming offseason. The issue is more that you can’t hold onto a 
third catcher, a sixth infielder, or a fifth outfielder in Triple-A very long. Eventually they need a major league 
job or an opportunity to seek one elsewhere. Or perhaps they just wind up getting in the way. 
 
As James Fox of Future Sox pointed out the other day, Ian Hamilton is in Charlotte sitting 97-99 mph with 
a 90-92 mph slider, and that’s probably not because the White Sox are coveting the age-30 season of a 
reliever who has never thrown a major league pitch. It’s not the overriding factor in determining his major 
league readiness, but something to consider is that Hamilton does not need to be added to the 40-man this 
offseason to be protected from the Rule 5 draft. Kopech does, Hamilton’s Charlotte bullpen mate Ryan Burr 
does and Jiménez was added last year to avoid this issue. But Hamilton does not yet, so his promotion 
would reduce the number of spots the Sox have to work with this offseason. 
 
Is it a crisis? No, not really. The Sox farm system is very good, but it’s not like they have the largest talent 
mass ever seen. They have decisions to make about possibly maybe somewhat meaningful pieces. They’ll 
get through it, we’ll get through it, but not all the players will. 
 
Right now the White Sox 40-man roster sits at 38, with two open slots (one for Kopech!!! Yes, but let’s not 
get ahead of ourselves). Welington Castillo’s return at the end of the month will take up one of those slots. 
The White Sox are disappointed in his suspension, and while Omar Narváez is currently putting together 
an offensive season better than any year of Castillo’s career, Castillo is still coming back. So let’s assume 



the total is 39 before starting on all the prospects who will need to be protected, because garments would 
be rended if they departed in the Rule 5 draft. 
 
Obvious additions: 3 
 
Seby Zavala: He’s the most advanced catching prospect in the organization, and a fair bit more advanced 
than Adrian Nieto was when the Sox nabbed him. He’s an obvious addition. 
 
Michael Kopech: An even more obvious addition. 
 
Dylan Cease: Not more obvious, but equally obvious? He’s getting added. 
 
Likely additions: 6 
 
Ryan Burr: Not quite Ian Hamilton yet, but a very likely contributor to the 2019 bullpen. A polished college 
reliever sounds like he’d be attractive in the Rule 5. 
 
Kodi Medeiros: Maybe you’ve written him off into his worst case scenario outcome as a LOOGY but the 
team that traded Joakim Soria for him probably has not. 
 
Caleb Frare: They literally just nabbed him from a team that wasn’t going to have room to protect him from 
the Rule 5, so keeping him on board for the future seems like the whole point. 
 
Spencer Adams: It’s been a weird 2018 but he’s a healthy offseason and some delivery tweaks away from 
being a strike-throwing machine at the back of a rotation. They should protect him. 
 
Jordan Stephens: Has been hit a bit harder since arriving in Charlotte, but seems like your most major-
league ready Triple-A starting depth with the arsenal to believe a successful transition to relief is possible, 
too. 
 
José Ruiz: The White Sox were able to outright him earlier in the year without issue. It might be harder to 
keep him unprotected after he struck out 72 over 51 2/3 innings. 
 
Possible additions: 2 
 
Jordan Guerrero: He went unprotected last year and stayed with the organization, and his struggles in 
Double-A made that look like the right call. He has somehow been better in Triple-A, albeit while struggling 
with walks. It’s a question of how much he’s raised the Sox’s internal view of him. 
 
Danny Farquhar: There’s not exactly a lot of prior precedent for what his recovery will look like, but guys on 
the 6o-day disabled list need to be re-added to be retained. The Sox are a tremendously loyal organization, 
and even non-tendering him could come with a handshake agreement on a minor league deal. Let’s assume 
they’re brining him back. Let’s assume everyone here is coming back, to increase the degree of difficulty. 
 
Probably risk losing 
 
Danny Mendick: He has some pop from the middle infield but has not dominated Double-A. Figuring out 
his immediate path to playing time in Chicago is very difficult. 
 
Trey Michalczewski: He’s played some second base this year and he’s still only 23, but the power has yet 
to show up in Double-A on multiple tries. 
 
Brian Clark: Got demoted to Double-A and started striking out more dudes but running an ERA over 5.00. 
 
Yermin Mercedes: Nabbed in the minor league phase of Rule 5 from the Orioles, and is mashing in High-
A, but he’s 25 with defensive limitations behind the plate. 



 
Yeyson Yrizarri: A nice toolsy addition to the farm system, but currently losing playing time to Laz Rivera 
and Nick Madrigal, three levels away from the majors. 
 
Ti’Quan Forbes: A very interesting guy who is very far away still. Forcing him to the majors would be insane, 
but there are many insane teams. 
 
That’s 11 guys we’ve added to the tab, which would raise the total to 50, which is too many. Not only is it 
necessary to work down to 40, but probably to create some more space for offseason additions. 
 
Outgoing free agents: 3 
 
James Shields: Even a reunion with a veteran who says his body is feeling great and wants to keep pitching 
for another few years probably doesn’t involve picking up his $16 million option. 
 
Héctor Santiago: Even if they loved his Swiss army knife functionality, it probably doesn’t involve a 
guaranteed contract before spring training, as he did not receive one last year. 
 
Jeanmar Gómez: He has struggled and he’s a free agent. 
 
Likely subtractions: 3 
 
Ryan LaMarre: Journeyman who has mostly served as an injury replacement to Leury García. 
 
Matt Skole: Journeyman who had a fun moment in the sun as an injury replacement in late May. 
 
Dustin Garneau: Emergency fourth catchers are usually not 40-man material, and Zavala is likely to get 
added. 
 
This only gets us down to 44, so let the furious debate begin about the hard decisions the White Sox face 
about role players, or potential role players, and who could get outrighted, non-tendered, or just dealt 
because they’re valuable enough. 
 
Debate 
 
Ian Clarkin: It was likely erring on the side of prudent to protect him last year, and now he he has suffered 
through a struggle- and injury-filled 2018. He’s still a prospect, but it would a be a pretty crazy move for 
another team to jam him into a big league role next season unless he really impresses this fall. 
 
Kevan Smith: A decent contact hitter from behind the plate and a great pitcher handler, but the Sox run into 
a numbers game stashing him in the minors forever, and Zavala and Zack Collins are likely developing in 
Charlotte next year. 
 
Charlie Tilson: He hasn’t slugged over .300 in the majors nor in Charlotte and getting pushed out of fourth 
outfielder opportunities by LaMarre is not a great sign. 
 
Tyler Danish: They have removed him from the roster before, and while he could settle in to a long reliever 
role given more time, there’s only so much priority that role will get in the roster decision process. 
 
Ryan Cordell: Had a case to win the center field job out of spring training, but instead the Sox sent him to 
Triple-A to prove he could reclaim his pre-spinal fracture form. Instead he broke his clavicle, missed most 
of the season, and struggled when he’s played. That makes it hard to know what to expect, and he’ll be 27 
by Opening Day 2019. 
 
Nicky Delmonico, Matt Davidson: Daniel Palka could be added to this group, but he’s currently the corner 
bat du jour. It’s jarring to see any of these guys as potentially on the outs, but the fact is once Jiménez 



comes up, he’s going to get everyday reps in left field and squeeze one of these guys out of playing time, 
probably permanently. An Avisaíl García trade could have cleared some room, but his injury-riddled 2018 
probably cancels that out. 
 
Xavier Cedeño, Luis Avilán, Aaron Bummer: Between Fry and Frare, this is probably bit much for a lefty 
reliever stockpile. Bummer has stuff and a longer window of team control, so it’s likely to be a question of 
whether they want to wind up paying the last year of arbitration for both Avilán and Cedeño. A waiver trade 
could help clear this up too. 
 
Juan Minaya: They probably don’t have enough righty relievers to get very picky, but when you walk 24 in 
26 innings, nothing is guaranteed. 
 
José Rondón: I feel so strongly about not wasting the value of a 24-year-old true shortstop who has 
launched 18 bombs in 77 games in Triple-A and is slugging .507 that I included him here just to argue about 
it. Rondón is better than some team’s current starting shortstop. 
 
Leury García: His value becomes obvious every time he gets hurt, but he’s getting into his last two years 
of arbitration, so having him be some other team’s super-utility man would be one way of freeing Rondón. 
 
Adam Engel: On the one hand, he doesn’t seem remotely in danger right now, since everyone is admiring 
his amazing defensive prowess and he’s having a hot week with the bat. But he was ceding playing time to 
García for much of the second half and his offense has not improved enough to allow him to stake a long-
term claim to a starting gig. If the Sox sought a starting center fielder from outside, a lot of guys would be 
at risk all of sudden, even if a long-term existence as a defensive specialist is easy to envision for Engel. 
 
Taking seven of these guys would get the 40-man down to 37. Risking someone in the Rule 5 could get 
them down further. 
 
In sum, a team with the third-worst record in baseball is not too loaded where it’s impossible to clear 40-
man space. But we are at a point in the rebuild where it’s not just veterans who obviously don’t have any 
role with a future contender who will feel the axe, but many guys who have spent the last season or two 
playing regularly and trying to stake their claim to a spot. It might be a hard process, and it might involve 
losing a player who goes on to provide at least one positive moment with another big league team, thus 
instantly making his departure a debacle. And there’s a chance, just maybe, that it provides incentive for 
the Sox to be slow with promoting Hamilton, which would be a real shame, since that guy is throwing 
absolute smoke. 

 
Prospect Hot Sheet: Checking in with four 2018 standouts 
By Emily Waldon and Jared Wyllys / The Athletic / August 16, 2018 
 
Of a 2018 MLB draft class Top 10 that consisted of four pitchers, three outfielders, a catcher and a pair of 
infielders, Jared and Emily checked in on four names already making some noise. 
 
(Reports by Emily Waldon) 
 
C Joey Bart 
Current Assignment: Short-season Salem-Keizer (Giants) 
Ht/Wt: 6-3/220 lbs.    B/T: R/R      DOB: December 15, 1996 
Season Stats: 149 AB, .309/.362/.617, 46 H, 27 R, 13 2B, 9 HR, 28 RBI 
 
One of the top names across the board leading into the 2018 draft, Joey Bart drew praise for his combination 
of raw power and a strong defensive resume behind the plate. Originally selected by the Rays in the 27th 
round of the 2015 draft, Bart instead followed through on his commitment to Georgia Tech, feeding into his 
development and adding value in dividends leading into 2018. 
 



Bart’s plate presence quickly explains the early praise in his offensive profile. With broad shoulders and a 
strong core to his 6-3 frame, Bart’s bat speed and pure raw power make for an easy effort display at the 
plate. Posting a .223 ISO and 30 home runs over three seasons at Georgia Tech, Bart hasn’t had to invest 
full effort into his swing with the natural strength and loft he embodies. 
 
Bart’s discipline at the plate improved over his final collegiate season and the concerns in his swing-and-
miss aren’t as high in the start of his minor-league career as they were during his time at Georgia Tech. 
 
Rated the top defensive college arm by Perfect Game, Bart received additional accolades from Perfect 
Game by being named to the Top 5 at the college level for his power at the plate. 
 
Bart’s plus arm grabbed 40 percent of base runners over the course of his first two seasons at Georgia 
Tech, tying in well to natural instincts behind the plate. Bart isn’t overly fast on the base path, but his 
alertness and good reflexes work to his advantage in whatever issues his lack of speed may create. 
 
Originally viewed as a possibility to go 1:1 to Detroit in the 2018 draft, the Tigers opted for the arm of Casey 
Mize, leaving Bart available for the Giants as the No. 2 selection of the class. 
 
Signing for $7,025,000, the Giants didn’t leave Bart in Rookie Ball for long, promoting him to short-season 
after just six games. Since his arrival with Salem-Keizer, Bart has dropped his strikeout percentage from 
28 percent to 20 percent, while boosting his walk rate from four percent to 4.3 percent. 
 
The power is doing just fine, generating a .341 ISO through 30 games, including nine home runs and 16 
extra-base hits overall. At 21, Bart will need to continue to move at a steady pace and his progression 
through a very short portion of his career thus far has been promising. 
 
OF Jarred Kelenic 
Current Assignment: Rookie League Kingsport (Mets) 
Ht/Wt: 6-1/196 lbs.      B/T: L/L      DOB: July 16, 1999 
Season Stats: 173 AB, .266/.354/.439, 46 H, 34 R, 8 2B, 4 HR, 28 RBI 
 
A pure student of the game — thanks in part to the access to his father’s training facilities — Jarred Kelenic 
has been viewed as a truly polished hitter in the 2018 draft class and that success has proven to translate 
into his first professional season. 
 
Named the No. 2 hitter in the 2018 class by Perfect Game, Kelenic worked on his tools with the Waukesha 
West High School baseball program. The 19-year-old lefty is a well-proportioned 6-1, 196 pounds who 
moves well on his feet on both sides of the ball. Although Kelenic is known more for his hitting, he has 
worked to prove his drive and his natural defensive athleticism could do the trick to keep him as a legitimate 
centerfield option moving into the future. 
 
An above-average runner, Kelenic can cover plenty of ground in a hurry, complementing that with good 
routes that generate off a natural feel for handling his outfield post. 
 
There has been some talk that he may have more value in taking a corner post, but for now, with his 
respectable speed and a plus arm, he’s handling center without an issue. 
 
Kelenic has highly advanced barrel control carrying through the zone and while his pitch recognition has 
had to adapt since the start of his professional career, he’s keeping his strikeout percentage to roughly 20 
percent — and that should drop as he digs in for more reps against minor-league pitching. 
 
For a relatively compact size, Kelenic generates healthy power with .196 through his look at Rookie Ball. 
His loose hands, along with pure, raw bat speed allow him to drive the ball to all points of the field and that 
power should continue to increase as his body continues to develop. 
 



Originally a verbal commit to Louisville, a $4.5 million price tag lured him to the Mets as the sixth overall 
pick in the 2018 class. 
 
With 11 stolen bases already booked on the year, Kelenic is showing off an early comfort level in adapting 
to a new industry. Hitting .266 between two levels of Rookie League, Kelenic is showing early promise that 
can only have the Mets optimistic about what lies ahead. 
 
(Reports by Jared Wyllys) 
 
2B Nick Madrigal 
Current assignment: Class-A Advanced Winston-Salem (White Sox) 
Ht/Wt: 5-7/165 lbs.    B/T: R/R     DOB: March 5, 1997 
Season Stats: 90 AB, .300/.356/.356, 27 H, 16 R, 5 2B, 0 HR, 10 RBI  
(across three levels) 
 
All you might need to know about Nick Madrigal is that, within the first couple of weeks of making his 
professional debut, he had inspired a Twitter account devoted to tracking whether or not he had struck out 
yet. 
 
It took until August 4 for that to happen. 
 
Madrigal was the fourth overall pick in this year’s draft, and he stands to be an integral piece of the White 
Sox rebuild that Chicago fans are hoping turns the corner toward competitiveness. As a middle infielder, 
his plate approach could prove to provide extra value on offense. While Madrigal has only struck out twice 
as a professional, he has also only walked four times. Going up and hacking has worked for him so far, but 
that won’t last forever. 
 
The floor for Madrigal at the plate could be just below average, but if he performs as well on defense as he 
projects, the White Sox could recoup his value with the glove. But, as Madrigal has shown to a small degree, 
he does have great potential for a well-above-average bat. His college track record suggests that Madrigal 
will begin drawing walks at a higher rate and that his high batting average will remain. He hit .333, .380, 
and .435 in his freshman, sophomore, and junior seasons respectively, so there’s reason to bet on his 
hitting to continue. 
 
Defensively, Madrigal is a better second baseman than shortstop, though he was used at both positions 
while at Oregon State. Where he ends up in the field when he reaches the majors might hinge on whether 
Yoán Moncada stays at second. The Red Sox dabbled with using him at third base in 2016, but Moncada 
has played exclusively at second since being traded to Chicago. 
 
For now, Madrigal is charting his own course through the White Sox organization, and doing it quickly. 
 
 
OF Travis Swaggerty 
Current assignment: Class-A West Virginia (Pirates) 
Ht/Wt: 5-11/180 lbs.    B/T: L/L    DOB: August 19, 1997 
Season Stats: 139 AB, .288/.365/.453, 40 H, 22 R, 9 2B, 4 HR, 15 RBI 
 
The Pirates wasted no time getting Travis Swaggerty into action, assigning him to their short-season affiliate 
in the New York-Penn League the day after signing him. From there, Swaggerty gave them reason to 
accelerate his development with a promotion to full-season ball with the Class-A West Virginia Power in the 
South Atlantic League. 
 
This move happened just this week after Swaggerty posted a .819 OPS in 36 games of short-season work. 
The strikeout rate was high — he averaged more than one per game in short season — but Swaggerty still 
managed an on-base percentage roughly 80 points higher than his batting average. Swaggerty also 



collected 15 extra-base hits, so it’s probably okay not to sweat the strikeouts too much. While playing for 
South Alabama, his strikeout rate dropped pretty steadily from year-to-year, too. 
 
Swaggerty rates as a five-tool player thanks in part to his speed. He covers a lot of ground as a center 
fielder, and it also helps him to get on base more often. Because of this speed, he profiles as a leadoff 
hitter, even with the high strikeout rate. Swaggerty has a patient approach at the plate but has shown that 
breaking pitches can put him off-balance and make him more prone to be aggressive. But as he develops 
in the minors, this is an aspect of his game that can somewhat easily be addressed. 
 
If Swaggerty can tackle this hole in his approach, all of the other facets of his game point to a five-tool, well-
above-average outfielder. And since losing Andrew McCutchen to San Francisco via trade, Pirates fans will 
likely find a center fielder of Swaggerty’s skill set quite welcome. 

 
Negro League Béisbol exhibit a special honor for Miñoso family 
By Adrian Burgos / La Vida Baseball / August 16, 2018 
 
Chicago was a Minnie Miñoso kind of town. 
 
After all, the Cuba native truly became “Minnie,” the endearing player the fans cheered for on the South 
Side, where he became the charming man so many across Chicagoland got to know as a White Sox 
community ambassador. 
 
That Miñoso left a mark on the White Sox franchise is without question. However, before he began his 
pioneering career in Major League Baseball, the man who was first known as Orestes Miñoso when he left 
Cuba in 1946 and starred in the Negro Leagues. 
 
On Aug. 9, the White Sox held a special preview of Negro League Béisbol for Miñoso’s widow Sharon Rice-
Miñoso and his son Charlie Rice-Miñoso. The White Sox also called on me to accompany the Miñoso family 
to share with them and the invited media the history of Latinos in the Negro Leagues and Minnie’s place in 
that history. 
 
As Charlie noted after previewing the exhibit, which includes photos of Minnie with his children, at family 
birthday celebrations as well as in Disneyland, it shows “the different aspects, all the pieces that made him, 
him.” 
 
Negro League Béisbol 
Created by the Negro League Baseball Museum (NLBM), Negro League Béisbol is a traveling exhibit on 
Latinos in the Negro Leagues and also African Americans who played in Latin America. The exhibit officially 
opened to the public on Aug. 10. It will be on display in the Chicago Sports Depot across from Guaranteed 
Rate Field through Sept. 26. 
 
Notably, Negro League Béisbol was dedicated to Minnie’s honor. This is no surprise for those who got to 
know Minnie. He was a dear friend to the NLBM who enthusiastically supported its mission of educating 
the public about the Negro Leagues. 
 
“Minnie was such an important part of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum family, and his passing in 2015 
prompted us to dedicate our acclaimed exhibit, “Negro Leagues Béisbol” to his memory,” said Bob Kendrick, 
the president of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. 
 
“The former New York Cubans’ pioneering career made him one of the most beloved and important figures 
in baseball history. He dazzled us on the field with his bat and blazing speed on the base paths and he 
stole our hearts with an infectious smile, charm and light-up-the-room personality. He was proud of his time 
in the Negro Leagues and how it opened the door for him to live the American dream. We are equally proud 
of him and the path he blazed for others. The dedicating of this exhibit is simply our way to say, ‘thank you’ 
and to ensure that the legacy of Minnie Miñoso plays on,” Kendrick said. 
 



 
A Special Preview 
Time with the Miñoso family is always special. While baseball fans in Chicago loved Minnie the ballplayer 
and community ambassador, they knew Minnie the husband and father. 
 
The preview had its intimate family moments. In seeing a display of Minnie in a Cleveland uniform, Sharon 
marveled at how much Charlie resembled his father, noting Charlie was about the same age as the pictured 
Minnie. 
 
The preview was an opportunity for Sharon to reacquaint herself with the career of Minnie the ballplayer. 
As she shared before and after walking through the exhibit, she met Minnie after his playing days were 
over. She really got to know Minnie the man. 
 
Following the preview, Charlie shared his impressions of the exhibit and memories of his dad with the 
media. 
 
“Our dad, he was just daddy. He wasn’t a public figure at home. He was a patriarch, husband and dad. To 
us, that is really what we always think of first. All those memories kind of come back first, before we 
recognize, ‘oh wait, dad has really had an impactful career,’” Charlie said. 
 
The exhibit powerfully shows how the Negro Leagues welcomed Miñoso and all other talented Latinos to 
play baseball in the United States when MLB had its color line barring blacks from participation. The focus 
on the impact Latinos and Afro-Latinos had in baseball was an important reminder of this history. 
 
“It is great to see how [Miñoso’s] story is very unique, but also, too, his story is one of so many, of other 
Afro-Latinos who really influenced baseball not just here in the U.S. but also across the Caribbean.” 
 
Chicago Flavor 
Fans coming out to see the Negro League Beisbol exhibit will enjoy additional content telling the Chicago 
story of Latinos and the Negro Leagues. 
 
The White Sox have complemented the exhibit with displays of artifacts highlighting the decades Miñoso 
worked with the Sox organization and lived in Chicago. 
 
Other Chicago connections to the Negro Leagues are highlighted such as the time Chicago played host to 
the East-West Classic, the Negro Leagues’ all-star game. One can see uniforms from the annual Double 
Duty Classic held by the Sox and named in honor of Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe, a Negro League star who 
called Chicago home until his 2005 death. 
 
Another case highlights the story of Latinos on the White Sox, with images and artifacts of Miñoso, Aparicio, 
and Abreu, among other Latinos who starred on the Sox. 
 
Highlighting both the Negro Leagues’ and Chicago’s story of Latinos in baseball, the Negro League Beisbol 
exhibit powerfully captures why Chicago truly became Miñoso’s kind of town. 

 
 


