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Chicago Tribune 
3 things we learned from Cubs-Phillies series 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Here are three things we learned from the Cubs’ three-game series against the Phillies. 
 
The quality starting pitching has arrived  
 
From newcomer Cole Hamels to fellow left-hander Jose Quintana, the performances have been stellar. 
The starters are no longer putting the offense in an early deficit, and there seems to be little stress when 
opponents fill the bases. 
 
Kyle Hendricks has regained his knack for inducing soft contact or double play grounders. And Jon Lester 
is changing speeds more effectively. 
 
Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ have regained their hitting strokes 
 
The recent surges by Schwarber and Happ in the past two games have been extremely timely, especially 
since the Cubs aren’t scheduled to face many left-handed starters after Wade Miley of the Brewers on 
Tuesday night. 
 
Schwarber has regained his power stroke to left-center and hasn’t expanded his strike zone. Happ has 
produced “jug” runs that Maddon adores - late RBIs that turn tight games into comfortable leads. 
 
Their production helps lengthen an increasingly formidable lineup. 
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The defense is more elastic 
 
The return of Kris Bryant and the expansion of the 25-man roster has enabled Maddon to stack the 
lineup with favorable matchups. The offense’s ability to seize early leads has enabled Maddon to employ 
many defensive substitutions to help protect leads. 
 
Pulling Daniel Murphy late in games with a lead allows Maddon to use more agile defenders at second 
base. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Cubs on a roll entering showdown with Brewers at Miller Park 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Thousands of road-tripping fans are expected to take over Miller Park this week as the Cubs and 
Brewers convene Monday afternoon to kick off a key three-game series in Milwaukee. 
 
The invasion of Cubs fans has been such a frequent occurrence no one really bats an eye anymore. 
 
When I asked Christian Yelich at the All-Star Game if they were annoyed by the hostile takeover, the 
Brewers star insisted it was no big deal. 
 
“We’ve got other things to worry about than what’s going on in the crowd,” he replied. “I feel like all 
those games we play are pretty tight. We’re more worried about that than what’s going on in the 
stands.” 
 
The Cubs and Brewers got a head start on all those road-trippers Sunday night. Both the Cubs’ flight 
from Philadelphia and the Brewers flight from Washington were diverted to O’Hare Airport because of a 
line of thunderstorms in southern Wisconsin on Sunday evening. The teams separately chartered buses 
to take them on the 90-minute trip from O’Hare to Milwaukee, where they’ll play the series opener 
Monday at 1:10 p.m. 
 
The Brewers should be worried about the Cubs as the season winds down and their chances of winning 
the National League Central seem to be slipping away, leaving them to focus on the wild-card race. 
 
The Cubs and the Brew Crew were tied for first place on the morning of Aug. 1, shortly after the Cubs 
acquired left-hander Cole Hamels, who takes a 4-0 record and 0.69 ERA into Monday’s start. 
 
Since the start of August the Brewers are 14-14 and remain five games behind the Cubs after both teams 
won Sunday. 
 
The Cubs have been on a roll with 10 wins in 12 games. They could go for the jugular in the land of 
cheese, and then get everyone some much needed rest down the stretch. 
 
“This is probably the best stretch we’ve had,” Jon Lester said after earning his 15th win with six shutout 
innings in an 8-1 win over the Phillies. “Just seems like everything is going in the right direction for us 
right now.” 
 
Perfect timing for the Cubs before the biggest series to date, the first of two showdowns over the next 
10 days against the Brewers. 



 
 
The biggest difference between the two teams, surprisingly, may be the state of their respective 
bullpens. The Cubs relievers have held their own since Brandon Morrow went on the disabled list in mid-
July, while the Brewers pen appears to be wilting at the worst time. 
 
Milwaukee’s relievers ranked third in the National League in the first half with a 3.33 ERA, but were 
third-worst in the NL in the second half, with a 5.21 ERA heading into Sunday’s game. 
 
Manager Craig Counsell sounded a bit frustrated Sunday when trying to explain why he can’t use his 
best reliever, Josh Hader, every day. Two former White Sox relievers, Joakim Soria and Dan Jennings, 
blew a late lead Saturday night in Washington while Hader rested. 
 
“This is getting a little maddening,” Counsell told the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. “I’m really done 
explaining it. I don’t know how much more I can explain it. I’ve explained it numerous times. He can’t 
pitch every day. He can’t drive the bus. He can’t serve the food in the room. He can’t do it all. He can’t. I 
know we want him to do it all, but he’s not going to do it all. I have to take care of him.” 
 
The Cubs are in the middle of a 23-games-in-23-days stretch, having gone 10-3 in the first 13. 
 
They’ve shown few signs of fatigue, though manager Joe Maddon was puzzled as to why the Brewers 
scheduled a day game for Labor Day after both teams played a day game Sunday on the road. 
 
“I don’t understand why that’s a good idea,” he said. “But we’ll play it.” 
 
The marquee matchup Sunday between Lester and Cy Young contender Aaron Nola turned into a rout, 
despite Nola striking out 11 in 5 2/3 innings, including seven in a row. 
 
Solo home runs by Daniel Murphy and Anthony Rizzo gave them an early lead before Javier Baez blasted 
his 30th of the season in the sixth, driving in his 100th run in one fell swoop. 
 
“I thought he’d have a good year,” Maddon said. “But this is above and beyond.” 
 
With 26 games remaining, the Cubs have a five-game lead over the Braves for best record in the 
National League and could secure home-field advantage in the division series and, if they make it, the 
National League Championship Series with a strong finishing kick. 
 
“It’s always important,” Maddon said. “It’s the best way to do it. That’s definitely what we want to do. 
It’s going to be a tough month. We need to get out of this stretch in good shape, then we play at home, 
where we’ve played really well for the most part. 
 
“Having the best record is very important to us. Obviously it sets you up as you move forward. … If we 
manipulate (players’ rest) properly and continue to pitch and play defense, I think we can end up with 
the best record.” 
 
But first things first, and the Brewers are a pesky bunch. This is the series everyone’s been waiting for, 
so let’s see who’s ready. 
 
“Anytime you play your division (rivals) in September, it’s a big series,” Lester said. “This is a good one 
for us to go up there and hopefully continue to play good baseball like we’ve been doing. … Cole has 
been throwing the ball really well for us. Hopefully he continues that and our offense has been rolling. 
 



 
“I look forward to this series. This’ll be a fun series.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Javier Baez homers, reaches milestones as the Cubs roll to 8-1 win over the Phillies 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
With four weeks left in the season, the landscape looks promising for the Cubs with a balance of 
dependable starting and relief pitching, dazzling defense and a fearless offense. 
 
And the rise of Javier Baez. 
 
Baez strengthened his case for the National League Most Valuable Player Award by hitting a home run in 
the sixth inning off Cy Young Award contender Aaron Nola that enabled the Cubs to pull away to an 8-1 
win over the Phillies. 
 
With one swing, Baez became only the fifth player in franchise history to hit 30 home runs and drive in 
100 runs before or in his age 25 season, joining Ernie Banks (1955), Ron Santo (1964-65), Anthony Rizzo 
(2015) and Kris Bryant (2016). 
 
“Hopefully that’s the first of many for him,” Jon Lester said after the Cubs expanded their lead to a 
season-high five games entering an NL Central showdown in Milwaukee beginning Monday. “I think 
everybody is getting to see what the hype was about when they drafted him (in 2011) and called him up 
(in 2014). 
 
“It’s nice to see him put it all together and have a good year for us on both sides of the ball. It’s 
definitely a key component to our lineup.” 
 
Baez legged out a triple to spark a four-run eighth that allowed the Cubs to cruise to their 10th victory in 
their last 12 games and move to a season-high 26 games over .500. 
 
“He’s been unreal since I got here,” said Daniel Murphy, who snapped a scoreless tie with a homer in 
the third after Nola had struck out six consecutive batters. 
 
Murphy marveled at Baez’s quick backhanded stop and throw from shortstop Saturday to retire Roman 
Quinn. 
 
“There are three people on this planet who make that play, and I got a front-row seat to one of them.” 
 
But Baez’s biggest growth spurt has occurred at the plate, where he has managed to drive in 100 runs 
while starting in every spot in the batting order (except ninth) at least four times. 
 
“Rizzo told me he’s not surprised with the homers, but surprised with the RBIs,” Baez said. “I feel great 
about it. I did move around a lot in the lineup, but we trust every guy in the lineup. It’s just about people 
on base.” 
 
Baez has been the mainstay on a Cubs roster that has endured a first-half slump by Rizzo, a 4½-month 
funk by the rotation, the loss of slugger Kris Bryant for 51 games because of left shoulder inflammation 
and the loss of closer Brandon Morrow since the All-Star break with right biceps inflammation. 
 



 
In the last six games, the Cubs have won against formidable starters such as Noah Syndergaard and 
Jacob deGrom of the Mets, Mike Foltynewicz of the Braves and Nola. 
 
“I feel our guys have done well against the league’s best,” Lester said. “I think especially a guy like Javy. 
When you put up the league’s best against him, he seems to go to another gear.” 
 
And Murphy has elevated the Cubs offense, batting .306. He battled from a 1-2 count to hit his homer 
off Nola, who had allowed only seven home runs in his previous 28 starts. 
 
“He knows what he’s doing at the plate,” manager Joe Maddon said. “He’s constantly talking to the rest 
of the guys, and I appreciate that.” 
 
Television cameras caught an animated Murphy returning to the dugout, but Maddon deferred all 
inquiries about the nature of Murphy’s excitement. 
 
“No, I think the things I said are for my teammates,” Murphy said with a smirk. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jon Lester continues Cubs trend of excellent starting pitching performances 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
While Jacob deGrom, Aaron Nola and Max Scherzer and others compete for the National League Cy 
Young Award, the Cubs rotation has been coming on strong recently, showing the quality pitching 
manager Joe Maddon envisioned in spring training. 
 
Despite a wobbly first inning, Jon Lester continued the upward trend Sunday by throwing six scoreless 
innings to outpitch Nola as the Cubs pulled away to an 8-1 win over the Phillies. 
 
Since getting peppered for nine runs in 3 2/3 innings against the Nationals on Aug. 11, Lester has 
allowed four runs in his last four starts. That has virtually paralleled the performance of the Cubs 
starters, who have posted a 2.21 ERA in their last 17 starts since Aug. 16 — when Lester pitched six 
shutout innings against the Pirates. 
 
Lester worked out of a bases-loaded jam in the fourth and retired six of the final seven batters. 
 
“When it gets a little tight, and you’ve got a lead, he makes really good pitches,” Maddon said. “He 
made good pitches when he had to.” 
 
Lester (15-5, 3.53) quickly tempered talk of his Cy Young candidacy, but he lowered his ERA at Citizens 
Bank Park to 1.10 in six career starts, the lowest ERA of any pitcher with at least five starts there. 
 
The Cubs, who scored one run in eight innings against deGrom in a 2-1 win over the Mets in 11 innings 
Tuesday, are scheduled to face Scherzer on Saturday. 
 
Extra innings: The Cubs hit three triples — in the sixth, seventh and eighth — to equal their most in one 
game since April 24, 2002. … Left fielder Kyle Schwarber has 11 outfield assists, the most by a Cubs 
outfielder since Alfonso Soriano (12) in 2012. 
 
-- 



 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' offense achieves growth spurt since Daniel Murphy's arrival 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs’ conquest Sunday of Aaron Nola stemmed from a firm commitment to working deep counts 
that started with the arrival of Daniel Murphy on Aug. 22 and has been infectious through the lineup. 
 
“With the arrival of Daniel, it’s not a coincidence the offense has gotten better,” manager Joe Maddon 
said before the Cubs won for the 10th time in 12 games following an 8-1 victory over the Phillies. 
 
Murphy, who is batting .306 (.340 on-base percentage) with three doubles and three homers since 
joining the Cubs, deflected much of the credit to his teammates. 
 
“They have a clear plan, an execution of that plan,” said Murphy, who set the tone in his third at-bat 
after his trade to the Cubs by hitting an RBI single against the Tigers that snapped the team’s 0-for-30 
drought with runners in scoring position. 
 
“They really do a good job of it.” 
 
The at-bats have become more pesky, especially during a recent six-game stretch against the likes of 
Noah Syndergaard and Jacob deGrom of the Mets, Mike Foltynewicz of the Braves and Nola. 
 
Maddon described the persistence as a “good passing of the baton from one hitter to the next” during 
this six-game span. 
 
Murphy added that the Cubs’ ability to rebound after a 2-1 loss Friday is “really an embodiment of what 
I’ve seen from this club.” 
 
“To get to (Zach) Eflin and Nola to win those two games speaks volumes about our offense and our 
pitching,” Murphy said. 
 
The Cubs will face finesse maven Zach Davies of the Brewers in Monday’s series opener at Miller Park. 
but hitting coach Chili Davis saw improvement prior to the Phillies’ series, particularly Thursday when 
they scored three runs early against Foltynewicz before rallying in the sixth for a 5-4 win at Atlanta. 
 
“I think we’re making pitchers work, and we’re capitalizing on mistakes,” Davis said. “We need to keep 
doing that. And as long as we don’t give away at-bats, we’re going to be a tough team to pitch to.” 
 
Davis also pointed to Willson Contreras sacrificing an at-bat to drive a runner home from third base on a 
grounder to second against Foltynewicz. 
 
“I think they step up to the challenge, regardless of who’s out there,” Davis said. “And I like that. They 
step up to the challenge for these guys.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs newcomer Terrance Gore sensed he'd join playoff contender 
By Mark Gonzales 
 



 
Terrance Gore had an inkling he was going to be traded to a playoff contender before he was dealt to 
the Cubs from the Royals on Aug. 15. 
 
“People told me all the time I was going to be traded to a playoff team, but I just went and played the 
game,” said Gore, an outfield speedster. “But I had a little guy on my shoulder telling me I probably was 
going to get traded because the Royals aren’t going to the playoffs.” 
 
Gore, who joined the Cubs on Saturday after a two-week stint at Triple-A Iowa, stole 21 bases in 25 
attempts over parts of four seasons with the Royals, and he stole a base in the 2014 American League 
wild-card game that helped them beat the Athletics and eventually advance to Game 7 of the World 
Series. 
 
“(Jarrod) Dyson and (Lorenzo) Cain taught me a lot,” Gore said. “And (former first base coach) Rusty 
Kuntz definitely helped me a lot. When I got traded, he texted me and wrote, ‘Let your (rear) move your 
feet.’ ” 
 
Gore, 27, was initially bummed when he joined Iowa at the start of a 12-game trip but has relished the 
instant camaraderie with the organization. 
 
“They told me to stay healthy, steal bases and play hard,” Gore said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon concerned with information overload after Phillies' Austin Davis uses scouting card on 
mound 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon was relieved to hear Sunday that players can carry cheat sheets in their back 
pockets, one day after umpire crew chief Joe West took a card away from Phillies pitcher Austin Davis in 
the eighth inning. 
 
But Maddon worried that too much information might take away from the players’ ability to recognize 
tendencies on their own. 
 
“At some point, it’s getting a little crazy with all this stuff,” Maddon said. “The part that I would be 
concerned with is you take the observation power of the player out of it. Also the point where they 
become so reliant upon being spoon fed as opposed to understanding what they’re seeing in front of 
them. That’s my concern.” 
 
Maddon pointed to the defensive instincts of infielder Javier Baez, first baseman Anthony Rizzo and 
center fielder Albert Almora Jr. that more than compensate for any data. 
 
“I believe in information,” Maddon said. “I believe in being possibly reminded, but I still like the idea of 
players at the end of the dugout. I like that connection between on the field and the dugout, your 
coach.” 
 
Maddon acknowledged that he and his coaches carry cards in their back pockets, “but I don’t want to 
see that with us take the place of players or people watching the game understanding the game, 
watching swings, or if the guy is not himself today or the pitcher has a better fastball. 
 



 
“Just be careful with that.” 
 
In taking the card away from Davis, West cited Rule 6.02(c)(7), which states that “the pitcher shall not 
have on his person, or in his possession, any foreign substance.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon might give Ben Zobrist more rest during final weeks of season 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Ben Zobrist might get two consecutive games off as manager Joe Maddon attempts to preserve the 
energy of his versatile veteran for the final four weeks. 
 
Zobrist, 37, may get a break Monday, partly because he’s 1-for-11 lifetime against Brewers starter Zach 
Davies. 
 
“The healthier and fresher we keep ‘Zo,’ the greater the return,” Maddon said. 
 
Maddon thought it would be “unwise” to start Zobrist in Sunday’s series finale against the Phillies 
following Saturday night’s game, adding that the Cubs will play five consecutive night games starting 
Tuesday that will allow Zobrist more time to recover. 
 
“He looks good,” Maddon said of Zobrist, who is batting .310 with a .388 on-base percentage. “He’s 
been solid defensively at second base and right field. He feels good, but it’s wise to keep an eye on him 
right now.” 
 
Left-handed reliever Brian Duensing and pitcher Tyler Chatwood are expected to join the team from 
Triple-A Iowa, which concludes its season Monday. Duensing and Chatwood are on minor-league rehab 
assignments. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs trounce Phillies in showcase of Cy Young, MVP, pennant races 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA — It might have looked like a playoff preview, maybe even a Game 1 rehearsal. 
 
But an 8-1 victory Sunday against the Phillies likely had more to say about Cy Young chases and MVP 
races with four weeks left in the regular season and the Cubs entering a three-game showdown against 
the Brewers.. 
 
After fading from the National League Cy Young picture in July, Cubs ace Jon Lester pitched six scoreless 
innings against an upstart team trying to catch the Braves in the NL East, beating Phillies ace Aaron Nola 
and forcing his way back into the conversation. 
 
‘‘That was a big one today against a really good pitcher,’’ said Lester, who doesn’t consider himself in 
the Cy Young race. ‘‘There’s too many good other guys. Everybody’s paid attention to what [the Mets’ 
Jacob] deGrom and this kid over here [Nola] have been doing. [The Nationals’ Max] Scherzer’s having a 
great year. I’m still trying to figure out how to get to the seventh inning.’’ 



 
 
Lester (15-5), who has five starts left, lowered his ERA to 3.53 with his fourth consecutive strong start 
after his monthlong slump. 
 
Despite striking out 10 in the first five innings, Nola (15-4) failed to get out of the sixth, as a two-run 
Cubs lead quickly mushroomed to four. That’s where the game’s Cy Young look took an MVP turn, as 
Baez homered during the inning to reach 30 home runs and 100 RBI on the same swing. 
 
‘‘I don’t know that we predicted that before the year began,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘We predicted a good year, 
but this is above and beyond: being an All-Star, being in the MVP discussion. 
 
‘‘But beyond that, people don’t talk enough about his leadership qualities on the field. You watch him, 
he’s directing traffic all the time. He’s creating havoc on the bases.’’ 
 
He was even a .300 hitter after leading off the eighth with a triple before striking out in the ninth to 
settle at .299. 
 
‘‘He’s good, but he’s going to get better,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘As he continues to learn the strike zone, 
there’s no telling offensively what he’s capable of doing. But he’s playing at the highest level of the 
game.’’ 
 
Baez’s MVP candidacy began with an All-Star first half that kept the Cubs’ lineup at sea level while Kris 
Bryant and Anthony Rizzo alternately spent lengthy stretches hurt or slumping. 
 
His ability to play shortstop at an elite level when Addison Russell went on the disabled list only 
strengthens his case, leaving the final four weeks to determine where he fits in a field that includes the 
Cardinals’ Matt Carpenter, the Braves’ Freddie Freeman, the Rockies’ Nolan Arenado and the 
Diamondbacks’ Paul Goldschmidt. 
 
By the time he batted in the ninth, what few Cubs fans remained at Citizens Bank Park started an ‘‘MVP’’ 
chant. 
 
‘‘I’m thankful for everything I’ve done this year; I’m just happy for all the RBIs,’’ said Baez, who took 
postgame MVP talk in stride. 
 
‘‘This is when I’ve got to slow everything down and let the ball get deep in the zone, let the game come 
to me. Obviously, I’ve done a lot this season, so I don’t have any pressure to [try to do more]. Just keep 
doing what I’m doing and keep making my adjustments.’’ 
 
The Cubs also continued their most impressive trend of the season by improving to 9-0 against the top 
six NL starting pitchers they’ve faced this season. 
 
That includes five games against the top three Cy Young contenders — deGrom (twice), Scherzer and 
Nola (twice) — and four against three more potential Game 1 playoff starters (the Dodgers’ Clayton 
Kershaw, the Rockies’ Kyle Freeland and the Braves’ Mike Foltynewicz twice). 
 
That group has produced a combined 2.70 ERA against the Cubs with six no-decisions. 
 
‘‘I feel our guys have always done well against the league’s best,’’ Lester said. ‘‘Especially a guy like Javy. 
You put the league’s best up against him, and he seems to go into another gear.’’ 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon: Time to ease hot-hitting Ben Zobrist’s workload 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA — And on the seventh day, Ben Zobrist rested. 
 
Whether the Cubs’ eldest statesman will be back in the lineup Monday in Milwaukee after getting 
Sunday off, the issue might be one of the team’s most important storylines in the last month of the 
season. 
 
Zobrist has been the Cubs’ best hitter since the All-Star break, but he also is the one most in need of 
downtime in the final month of the regular season after manager Joe Maddon was forced to lean harder 
on him the last two weeks than he had all year. 
 
‘‘The fresher we keep Zo, the greater the return we’re going to see for the rest of the month,’’ said 
Maddon, who plans to sit Zobrist again Monday. ‘‘I think he’s in a good place right now. Today, though, 
it was just unwise to push him one more day, I thought.’’ 
 
Zobrist, who struggled through an injury-hampered 2017 season and was out for two weeks with a back 
injury in April, has been on an aggressively managed playing schedule to keep him from breaking down 
the way he did last season. 
 
But as regulars began to fall to injuries during the last month, Zobrist was pressed into almost every-day 
duty, his defensive versatility a key and his hot hitting a bigger key. 
 
Zobrist, 37, is hitting .361 with 16 extra-base hits and 11 walks since the All-Star break. He has raised his 
batting average to .310, fourth in the National League entering play Sunday. 
 
‘‘I think he’s hitting that well because we have protected him regarding how often he’s going to play,’’ 
Maddon said. 
 
How important is that? The last time the Cubs had a healthy, fresh Zobrist in October, he became the 
World Series most valuable player. 
 
On Saturday, Zobrist started a fourth consecutive day for only the second time this season. The other 
time was the previous week, when he started five days in a row. 
 
In fact, since Aug. 26 — his last day off — the only game he hadn’t started was Tuesday against the 
Mets. But he came off the bench to pinch-hit in the seventh inning, played the rest of a game that went 
11 innings and finished Wednesday after being suspended by rain and eventually delivered the walk-off 
hit to win it. 
 
‘‘He looks good,’’ said Maddon, who gets to use an expanded roster and the return of injured regulars to 
spell Zobrist in the final weeks. ‘‘He’s been playing solid defense, whether it’s at second base or right 
field. 
 
‘‘I talk to him constantly. He feels good, but I still think it’s wise to keep an eye on him right now.’’ 
 
Paper trail 



 
 
The Cubs, Phillies and umpiring crew were advised after the game Saturday that the rule enforced when 
umpire Joe West confiscated Phillies pitcher Austin Davis’ scouting notes no longer included such items. 
 
The ‘‘foreign objects’’ rule regarding what a pitcher can have on the mound was relaxed as a result of an 
in-season meeting of baseball officials — to the surprise of some teams and umps. 
 
‘‘I didn’t understand why it wasn’t permissible,’’ said Maddon, who’s not a fan of the growing trend of 
players relying on the cheat sheets anyway. ‘‘It’s no big deal.’’ 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Psst … The Cubs look ready for October after taking out another top pitcher 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
PHILADELPHIA — There’s a secret to beating good pitching. Joe Maddon has preached it for years and 
reiterated it prior to the Cubs’ matchup against Aaron Nola. 
 
“If you’re only relying on a home run all the time, against better pitching, it doesn’t show up,” Maddon 
said. “I want us to move the baseball, I want us to choke up, I want us to hit away, I want us to be a 
really tough out, I want us to see pitches. But I don’t want us to just go up there looking for walks and 
hitting home runs.” 
 
Nola entered the day second in the National League with a 2.10 ERA and smack-dab in the middle of the 
Cy Young conversation along with Max Scherzer and Jacob deGrom. Slugging him out of the game would 
be an unexpected turn of events. So of course, the Cubs went out and started the scoring against the 
Philadelphia Phillies ace by pounding out solo home runs in the third, fourth and sixth innings from 
Daniel Murphy, Anthony Rizzo and Javy Báez, respectively, to jump out to a 3-0 lead. They’d tack on a 
few more runs throughout the game and go on to win 8-1. 
 
But despite his offense showing it could get ahold of a few against a top-tier arm, Maddon isn’t wrong. 
And perhaps what Ben Zobrist said a few months ago, reiterated by Murphy prior to Sunday’s win, is 
what truly is the key. 
 
“The difference may be you may not get as many mistakes against those guys,” Murphy shared. 
 
So when you do see those mistakes, you’d better attack them and do damage. The Cubs did that 
Sunday. And they also lived up to what Maddon believes is the more prominent key to winning these 
games started by dominant pitchers. 
 
“Beating good pitching starts with having good pitching,” Maddon said. “You don’t beat good pitching 
unless you pitch well. That’s where it begins. A big part of us playing so well recently is because of our 
starting pitching.” 
 
Jon Lester extended a nice run by Cubs starters Sunday by tossing six shutout frames, striking out seven 
and walking none. Over their past 16 games, Cubs starters have a 2.26 ERA. If we look at only the 
outings by the assumed playoff starters — Lester, Cole Hamels, Kyle Hendricks and José Quintana (12 
starts during that span) — the ERA drops to 1.34 with an average of more than 6 2/3 innings per start. 
 



 
Lester garnered 10 swinging strikes over his 107 pitches thrown, four on his four-seamer and three each 
on his curve and cutter. The veteran lefty had a brilliant first half and headed into the All-Star break with 
a strong 2.58 ERA. But his peripherals belied the results, and they soon caught up with him. In five starts 
after the break, Lester posted a rough 10.32 ERA and it looked like it was all coming apart for the 
southpaw. But his last disastrous start included some good signs, and he’s been able to put it all 
together of late, allowing just four runs in his last four starts as he’s found his second wind. 
 
Along with getting brilliant pitching, Maddon believes his offense has been rejuvenated by the addition 
of Murphy. Before his arrival, the offense was in the sort of funk this group hadn’t seen in a while. In the 
31 games after the All-Star break before the team acquired Murphy, the Cubs averaged 3.6 runs per 
game, one of the worst marks in baseball during that span. Since then, they’ve transformed back into 
the group everyone knows they are and expects them to be. 
 
“We’ve been playing as well as we’ve played all year over the last two weeks,” Maddon said. “And also, 
the most difficult part of our schedule regarding no time off, really good opponents, good opponents on 
the road, one-night stands in Atlanta. The guys have been doing wonderfully. It’s been impressive.” 
 
The Cubs are 13 games into a stretch of 23 games in 23 days and have gone 10-3 during that span. Four 
games into an 11-game road trip, they’ve lost just once. In Maddon’s opinion, it all comes back to 
Murphy. 
 
“I’m telling you, Daniel coming here really is the separator,” Maddon said. “I know our run differential 
looks good, but for a while there we weren’t really playing a really wonderful offensive brand of 
baseball. More recently we’re getting back.” 
 
The lefty is hitting .306 with three doubles and three homers since being inserted into the top of the 
Cubs lineup. In the 12 games since Murphy joined the team, the Cubs are 10-2 and are averaging 5.8 
runs a game. Their 4.85 runs per game on the season is fifth in baseball and first in the National League. 
And they’re finally showing a bit of consistency, along with an impressive ability to take on the best 
pitchers in baseball. 
 
“We can be relentless at times,” Maddon said. “I love that about our group. Again, I’m still looking for 
that moment where we just move the baseball with a runner on third and less than two outs 
consistently. But other than that, I thought it was a good passing of the baton or bat from one hitter to 
the next. I like that a lot. We’ve had to beat this week [Noah] Syndergaard, [Jacob] deGrom, [Mike] 
Foltynewicz and Nola. And we did. Not bad.” 
 
On Sunday, the Cubs went 3-for-5 when it came to driving in a runner from third with less than two outs. 
That pushed them up to 20th in baseball, converting those situations at a 48.3 percent rate, still a tick 
below the league average of 49.8 percent. At 21.3 percent, the Cubs rank 20th in the game in strikeout 
rate, so they’ve vastly improved over the years in that category. However, their contact rate is still 
rather low at 76.7 percent, 18th in baseball. That’s likely why Maddon constantly points to Murphy (who 
has an 89.4 percent contact rate since 2015, fifth in baseball during that time) and Ben Zobrist (85.5 
percent career contact rate) as guys he wants his players to emulate. 
 
Maddon believes those are the attributes that can bring this group to another level offensively. But not 
every player can be the same, and just having two of those types in the lineup on a regular basis is more 
than what most teams in the league can boast. When it comes to the best offenses in baseball, no one 
really beats up on great pitchers consistently. 
 



 
The above chart shows how the top 10 offenses in baseball (according to wRC+ and not including 
pitchers) fare against the top 25 pitchers in the game (according to FanGraphs’ version of WAR). There 
are a few things to note. The Cubs have seen one of these starters 19 times now on the season. 
Cleveland has seen top starters just 11 times this year and St. Louis just 12, so their high numbers are a 
bit skewed compared to the rest of these teams that have seen them anywhere from 19 to 29 times 
(Oakland has to see a ton of great Houston starters and still has one of the better offenses in baseball). 
 
Cleveland clearly has a strong offense, but playing in the AL Central likely helps boost its overall numbers 
and keeps games against top pitching to a minimum. The Red Sox and Yankees are clearly the class of 
baseball when it comes to offense, but the Cubs’ bats are starting to show they can hang with best as 
well. 
 
What’s probably most encouraging is that this Cubs group is starting to actually get better against these 
types of starters as the season moves along. They’ve put up four runs against each of Foltynewicz and 
Nola just in the last four days. They knocked around Syndergaard a week ago, they battled against 
deGrom and Scherzer (and got the pitching to match them). They won’t always have days like Sunday 
against the best pitchers in baseball, but they’re trending in the right direction as they start to approach 
October. 
 
“I feel like our guys have always done well against the league’s best,” Lester said. “It’s been fun to 
watch. Our guys have grinded. I think the biggest thing is we don’t let the first couple innings dictate the 
game. Nola punched out seven in a row. It can really lead to a frustrating dugout. And you didn’t hear or 
see it in the dugout. That’s a good sign for our guys. They were confident in themselves to have good at-
bats. And we were able to square a few balls up there and get them out of the park.” 
 
After Nola’s seventh straight strikeout to get two outs in the third, it seemed as though the Cubs were in 
for a long day. However, Murphy worked a six-pitch at-bat and turned on a high fastball, depositing it 
into the seats in right field to open the scoring. Rizzo slugged one nearly 400 feet the following inning 
and two frames later, Báez added home run No. 30 and RBI 100 when he ripped a liner 420 feet. 
 
“To whoever is out [on the mound, this offense] is really dangerous,” Báez said. “If we go out there with 
a team-first lineup, it’s going to be even tougher for the other team. We’re doing simple things for each 
other. We go pitch by pitch. That’s the biggest thing for us. Everybody in the dugout picking each other 
up and we should be good.” 
 
The Cubs continue to look like a much better team as the season moves along. After months of putting 
together sloppy wins and often showing little to suggest they were the best team in the NL outside of 
their record, they’re now living up to expectations. At 81-55, they sit 26 games above .500 and five 
games up in the division, both season highs. And they’re doing it all in the dog days of the season, when 
most are tiring and during a stretch of games that would force many other groups to wilt under the 
pressure. 
 
“This is probably the best stretch we’ve had,” Lester said. “It just seems like everything is going in the 
right direction for us right now. Pitching has been throwing the ball well, our offense has done a great 
job of working counts and having long innings. It was a big one today against a really good pitcher. He’s 
been throwing the ball really well for them all year. For us to beat him today, that was big.” 
 
-- 
 



 
The Athletic 
Kris Bryant is back and here come the Cubs, rolling into September 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
PHILADELPHIA – From June 23 through Aug. 31, Kris Bryant was mostly shelved thanks to two DL stints. 
He played just 10 games for the Cubs. 
 
It’s been since mid-May, when Bryant first hurt his left shoulder on a head-first slide, that the former 
MVP looked at the top of his game. But hours before his return to a big-league lineup Saturday, Bryant 
didn’t have any doubts about what his expectations are for himself for the rest of 2018. 
 
“To be Kris Bryant,” Bryant said. “That’s pretty good to me.” 
 
He’s right. When Bryant is healthy and clicking, just being himself is a very good thing for the Cubs. 
Bryant hit fifth in a deep Cubs lineup on Saturday and went 2-for-4 with a double and a run scored in the 
team’s 7-1 win over the Philadelphia Phillies. 
 
Welcome back. 
 
“I was a little anxious, hadn’t played in a month,” Bryant said. “Just excited to get back out there. But as 
the game went on, it felt completely normal. It was fun being out there again competing.” 
 
The Cubs are finishing up the first leg of a grueling 11-game road trip that’s smack in the middle of 23 
games in 23 days, and they haven’t looked better all season. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon looked at his lineup card and listed off the names: Daniel Murphy, Javier Báez, 
Anthony Rizzo, Ben Zobrist and Bryant. That’s a former NLCS MVP, a 2018 MVP front-runner, a star first 
baseman, the 2016 World Series MVP and the 2016 regular season MVP. They’re all finally playing 
together at the same time. And more importantly, they’re playing well. 
 
“You look at the names on the back and you watch guys moving around out there,” Maddon said. “It’s a 
good feeling.” 
 
Those five hitters combined to go 8-for-23 with four runs scored and three runs driven in. But it wasn’t 
just them who came up big on the evening. Kyle Schwarber smacked a two-out, two-run triple in the 
third inning to push the Cubs’ lead to 4-0. Ian Happ delivered a solo home run in the seventh. Both had 
been in major funks coming into the game, with Schwarber posting a .684 OPS in his last 37 games and 
Happ a .534 OPS in his last 36. 
 
“They’re the guys that really have to hurt righties,” Maddon said. “If we can get Schwarber and Happ to 
start hurting righties, that makes all the difference in the world. That just sets everything up.” 
 
Imagine a Cubs lineup with Bryant healthy and Schwarber and Happ playing to their offensive 
capabilities. No opposing team wants to see that, that’s for sure. And all this is happening with the 
starting rotation on its best run of the season. After Kyle Hendricks delivered six innings of one-run ball 
Saturday night, the starters now have a 2.41 ERA in their last 16 games. 
 
Just how Murphy’s addition has sparked the offense, Cole Hamels’ arrival has stabilized a rotation that 
had high expectations entering the season. Hamels has a 0.69 ERA in six starts with the Cubs. Since 
battling through some hiccups after the All-Star break, Jon Lester has re-found his rhythm and has a 2.04 



 
ERA in his last three outings. Hendricks has been brilliant since the calendar turned to July with a 3.22 
ERA. He has 65 strikeouts and just 11 walks in his last dozen starts. 
 
“Jon and Cole, that’s where it starts,” Hendricks said. “Those guys really set a precedent for us with the 
experience they have. They’re never bothered by too much. They commit to what they do and have 
confidence in it. I think it trickles down to the rest of us younger guys. We really learn a lot from them. 
They’ve really been setting the tone for us and we’ve been picking it up, finally. Just confidence in what 
they do and it really helps the rest of us feel that way.” 
 
Saturday was Hendricks’ 14th quality start of the season and after struggling with the long ball 
seemingly all season long, he’s now gone 33 2/3 straight innings without giving up a homer. That has 
lowered his HR/FB rate to 13.2 percent, a drop of nearly four points over his last five starts. Hendricks 
found himself with men on base in five of the six innings he worked Saturday, but wasn’t rattled. Even 
when he allowed three straight hits to start the fourth, he kept his cool. 
 
“When they started getting something going, first and second, nobody out, it ended up being just one 
run,” Maddon said. “Kyle’s the guy that didn’t change. He kept making pitches. That was really obvious 
to me, today. He had really good stuff. You saw 88s on that gun. When he can get to 88 when he wants 
it, that’s a good sign. Changeup again, a more deceptive pitch. The curveball, a couple to Santana, some 
of the lefties, the curveball is a good play. He was able to escape two jams pretty well. Just stuff that the 
game did not speed up on him. I was definitely focusing on that as it was occurring.” 
 
Hendricks actually touched 90 mph on his four-seam fastball and of his eight swings and misses on the 
night, six came on his changeup. Hendricks threw 98 pitches, going to his curveball 15 times. That tied a 
season high and it was the sixth time in his last seven outings in which he reached double-digits with the 
pitch. Hendricks used the curve less than five percent of the time in May, but slowly started picking up 
his usage each following month, ending August with a 11-percent usage rate for the month. And he 
opened September leaning on it the same amount as his four-seamer. 
 
“This is as locked in as I’ve felt for the most part,” Hendricks said. “I’m just making a lot of good pitches 
and putting together good sequences right now. Everything starts with fastball command for me and it’s 
just been getting better and better. Today it was good from the start. So the changeup and curveball 
worked really good off it. My curveball has been coming along better and better, using it more and 
more, having more confidence with it.” 
 
When you look around the National League and see the other contenders, they obviously have talent, 
but none of them have the playoff experience that Lester, Hamels and Hendricks boast. Even José 
Quintana got a taste of it in 2017, going toe to toe with Clayton Kershaw and Max Scherzer, keeping his 
team in the game in both outings. 
 
After an 18-10 August, pushing their record in the month to 76-37 under Maddon, the Cubs have 
improved their September record to 56-28. The Cubs deserve their coffee, because they’re definitely 
closers. 
 
“I just think we’ve been a team that performs well in August in September, when it really matters,” 
Bryant said. “It just kind of seems like we get better when the rest of the league is feeling a little tired or 
hitting a low point in their season. I guess it’s kind of showing right now.” 
 
While the Cubs took a winding road to get here, they now have a lineup the instills fear in the opposition 
and a rotation that’s as talented and experienced as can be. And once again, the Cubs are playing their 



 
best baseball down the stretch. And if they can keep it rolling into October, a deep run should be 
expected once again. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs trip up Nola, build 5-game Central lead 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- The Cubs have faced the Mets' powerful duo of Noah Syndergaard and Jacob deGrom 
and Braves ace Mike Foltynewicz in the past week. On Sunday afternoon, they had to deal with the 
Phillies' 15-game winner, Aaron Nola. 
 
"You've got to beat good pitching to get to the promised land," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
It helps to have MVP candidate Javier Baez in the lineup. Baez, Daniel Murphy and Anthony Rizzo 
smacked solo home runs off Nola to lift the Cubs to an 8-1 victory over the Phillies at Citizens Bank Park 
and improve to a season-high 26 games over .500. 
 
The Cubs now have a five-game lead over Milwaukee in the National League Central, their largest of the 
season. 
 
"I feel our guys have always done well against the league's best," Chicago starter Jon Lester said. "I think 
especially a guy like Javy, you put up the league's best against him, he goes to another gear." 
 
Baez's blast was his 30th of the season and raised his NL-leading RBI total to 100. He's the fifth Cubs 
player to reach 30 homers and 100 RBIs before or in their age-25 season, joining Ernie Banks, Kris 
Bryant, Rizzo and Ron Santo. 
 
"I'm thankful for everything I've done this year," Baez said. "I'm just happy for all the RBIs. It's like Rizzo 
told me, I'm not surprised about the homers, I'm surprised about the RBIs and it's true. We know what 
we can do if we do good. It's really impressive that I got 100 RBIs and I feel great about it." 
 
Playing in the 500th game of his young career, Baez connected with one out in the sixth against Nola, 
who served up three home runs for the second time in his career. The Phillies' right-hander finished with 
11 strikeouts over 5 2/3 innings. 
 
How do you beat good pitching? You need good pitching yourself. Lester held on for his 15th win of the 
season, striking out seven over six innings. The Cubs have won each of Lester's last four starts, and he's 
given up four earned runs over 23 2/3 innings in that stretch. 
 
"You watch him and he competes, and when it gets a little tight and you've got a lead, he starts making 
really good pitches," Maddon said of the left-hander. 
 
The Cubs have won 10 of their last 12 games, and the starting pitchers are 6-1 in that stretch with a 2.29 
ERA. 
 
"We've been playing as well as we've played all year over the last two weeks," Maddon said. "Also, the 
most difficult part of our schedule regarding no time off, really good opponents, good opponents on the 
road, one night stand in Atlanta -- the guys have been doing wonderfully and it's been impressive." 
 



 
In their last 18 games, the Cubs have been on a roll, outscoring their opponents, 83-45. They're 13-5 
record in that stretch. Murphy has been at the top of the lineup for 11 of those games. 
 
"It seems like everything is going in the right direction for us," Lester said. "Our offense has done a great 
job of working counts and having long innings and giving us a break on the bench. … That was a big one 
today against a really good pitcher who has been throwing the ball well for them all year. For us to beat 
him today, that was big." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
The Murphy effect: Murphy ended Nola's strikeout streak with one swing. Nola had fanned six in a row 
before Murphy smacked a solo homer with two outs in the third, connecting on a 1-2 fastball. It was 
Murphy's third home run since joining the Cubs on Aug. 21 in a trade with the Nationals. Rizzo notched 
his 23rd of the season leading off the fourth. Nola had given up eight home runs in his 27 previous 
starts, and this was the first time he's served up more than one in a game this year. 
 
"The biggest thing is we don't let the first couple innings dictate the rest of the game," Lester said. "Nola 
punched out seven in a row. That can lead to a frustrating dugout and you didn't hear it or see it in the 
dugout. That's a good sign for our guys. They knew they were confident in themselves to go out and 
have good at-bats and we were able to square a few balls up and hit them out of the park." 
 
Said Murphy: "I was as surprised as anybody to get Aaron right there as well as he's been throwing this 
year." 
 
Power rangers: Maddon has been looking for more from Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ, particularly 
against right-handed pitchers. Schwarber may be getting on track. For the second straight game, he hit a 
triple, this time driving in Rizzo, who had walked. It was his third triple of the season, a personal best. 
 
The Cubs finished with three triples, including one by Baez in the eighth. It's the first time they've had 
three triples in a game since April 24, 2002, against the Giants. Happ tripled in the seventh and added a 
two-run double in a four-run eighth. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Baez is the fourth Cubs middle infielder to reach 30 homers and 100 RBIs, joining Hall of Famers Rogers 
Hornsby, Ernie Banks and Ryne Sandberg. More >> 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Roman Quinn tried to stretch his leadoff double to left field in the first inning, but Schwarber threw him 
out for his 11th assist, tops among NL left fielders. Quinn's hit got past Schwarber, but he played the 
carom off the wall perfectly, and third baseman David Bote made the tag. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"This will be a fun series. We'll get half of this road trip out of the way. It'll be good to play those guys, 
and I think we turn around and play them again at home. Any time in September you're playing your 
division, it's big games." -- Lester, on the upcoming three-game series against the Brewers 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Happ led off the seventh with a ball that hit the top of the outfield padding in left-center. He was 
credited with a triple, but the umpires reviewed it to see if the ball had gone far enough for a home run. 
After they checked, the call on the field was confirmed. 
 



 
In the eighth, Schwarber was called safe after a grounder to third baseman Jose Bautista. The Phillies 
challenged the ruling, and after a review, the call was overturned. 
 
UP NEXT 
Cole Hamels will open a three-game series against the Brewers at Miller Park on Monday. Acquired by 
the Cubs on July 27, the lefty has a 0.69 ERA in his six starts with the Cubs. He's 7-3 with a 3.64 ERA in 14 
starts vs. Milwaukee. Zach Davies (2-5, 5.23 ERA) will start for the Brewers, who are hoping to gain 
ground on the first-place Cubs in the NL Central race. The series opens with a Labor Day matinee, with 
first pitch scheduled for 1:10 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez joins elite group with 30th HR, 100 RBIs 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- When the season began, Cubs star Javier Baez didn't set offensive goals. 
 
"Just staying healthy is good enough for me," Baez said. "I lost a few years [because of] injuries. I don't 
like being out. That's my biggest goal this year." 
 
He's been healthy and more. On Sunday, Baez joined an exclusive club, hitting his 30th home run and 
notching his 100th RBI with one swing. Baez homered with one out in the sixth inning off Philies ace 
Aaron Nola in the Cubs' 8-1 victory at Citizens Bank Park. Baez leads the National League in RBIs, and his 
name is being mentioned more and more in NL MVP conversations. 
 
"I'm thankful for everything I've done this year," Baez said. "I'm just happy for all the RBIs. It's like 
[Anthony Rizzo] told me, 'I'm not surprised about the homers, I'm surprised about the RBIs,' and it's 
true. We know what we can do if we do good. It's really impressive that I got 100 RBIs and I feel great 
about it." 
 
The Cubs appreciate it. 
 
"It's nice to see him put it all together and have a good year for us on both sides of the ball," Chicago's 
Jon Lester said. "He's definitely a key component to our lineup. I'm glad he's on our side. It's impressive 
to watch." 
 
"I don't know that we predicted that before the year began," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said on Sunday 
about Baez's impressive stats. "I think you predicted a good year but this is above and beyond being an 
All-Star, being an MVP candidate. I couldn't have told you that before the year began. I thought he'd 
have a good year but this is above and beyond." 
 
Baez's previous career highs? Last year, he hit 23 home runs and drove in 75 runs. 
 
But Maddon is even more impressed with what Baez does at second base or shortstop or third base or 
wherever he is on the field. 
 
"People don't talk about his leadership qualities on the field," Maddon said. "You watch him and he's 
directing traffic all the time, creating havoc on the bases. The play he made last night on [Roman Quinn 
in the fifth], how about that? Not many guys make that play. I don't care how long you've been playing 
shortstop, how good you are, that guy running, moving out of the box as he's swinging the ball, the way 



 
[Baez] came in and backhanded it and the throw with the accuracy and velocity -- those are the kind of 
things that will get recognized but not recognized enough. That was leading off an inning and if he had 
not made that play, could've led to a different result in the game. It was pretty good stuff." 
 
Cubs second baseman Daniel Murphy was dazzled by Baez's play on Quinn as well. 
 
"I started thinking, 'There's three people on this planet who could make this play, and I got a front-row 
seat to see one of them,'" Murphy said. 
 
Baez is the fourth Cubs middle infielder to record a 30-homer, 100-RBI season, joining Hall of Famers 
Rogers Hornsby, Ernie Banks and Ryne Sandberg. Baez is also the fifth Cubs player to before reach those 
marks before or in their age-25 season, joining Banks (1955), Kris Bryant (2016), Anthony Rizzo (2015) 
and Ron Santo (1964, '65). 
 
The shortstop connected on a 92.3-mph fastball from Nola, who also served up solo homers on Sunday 
to Murphy and Rizzo. 
 
"The biggest difference is -- and it's still not complete yet -- but he's staying off bad pitches more 
consistently," Maddon said of the changes Baez has made this season. "You have to throw the ball over 
the plate to get him out more now than you had in the last couple years. Otherwise, the game is the 
same. My thought is the moment he starts laying off the slider down and away, he becomes Manny 
Ramirez. I don't think that's a stretch." 
 
There are still four weeks to go in the regular season for Baez to add to his stellar numbers. 
 
"This is when I have to slow everything down and let the ball get deep in the zone and let it come to 
me," Baez said. "I've done a lot this season. I've got no pressure now. It's up to me to keep doing what 
I'm doing and keep making my adjustments." 
 
There is one goal he'd like to achieve besides staying in the lineup -- Baez wants to win a Gold Glove one 
day. The trouble is, he plays everywhere on the infield for an award that is based on a single position. 
 
"I know," he said with a smile. "It's tough." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Maddon weighing options with Russell back 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- Addison Russell, who was activated from the disabled list on Saturday, did not start on 
Sunday either, but Cubs manager Joe Maddon said he'll likely get the shortstop in the lineup on Monday 
against the Brewers. Javier Baez has been filling in at shortstop and Daniel Murphy has taken over at 
second base. When Russell returns, where does Baez play? 
 
One of the Cubs' options is to start Baez at third base and have Kris Bryant in the outfield. The Cubs 
need to fill in right field while Jason Heyward is sidelined with a sore right hamstring. 
 
"There's so many potentially moving parts that I'm trying to get guys out there and make sure they get 
their at-bats," Maddon said. "It's a nice problem trying to set up the lineup every day. You feel you have 



 
a solid team on the field and a great bench, and you're still making sure everybody gets opportunities 
that when you ask them to do well, they can." 
 
Even though Murphy has provided a spark to the Cubs' offense, Maddon said he wants to be careful 
with the veteran because he is coming off knee surgery earlier this year. 
 
Worth noting 
• Tyler Chatwood gave up five runs on five walks and two hits over 2 1/3 innings in a rehab start on 
Sunday for Triple-A Iowa against Round Rock. Chatwood, who has been sidelined with left hip tightness, 
struck out one. 
 
Brian Duensing pitched in relief and gave up one run on two hits over 1 1/3 innings, striking out one. 
He's been out since Aug. 3 with left shoulder inflammation. 
 
The Cubs are hoping both pitchers can contribute in the final month to help them secure their spot in 
the postseason. 
 
• Maddon's 85-year-old mother, Beanie, made the trip on Sunday to Philadelphia from her home in 
Hazleton, Pa. She even brought some Senape's pizza and hoagies. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Pitchers allowed to use note cards, MLB says 
By Carrie Muskat and Joe Bloss 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- On Saturday night, umpire Joe West took Austin Davis' reference card, which the 
Phillies pitcher had in his back pocket. On Sunday, the Cubs and Phillies were told by Major League 
Baseball officials that it was OK for Davis to carry the card. 
 
"It's permissible -- I didn't understand why it wasn't permissible," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said 
Sunday. "As long as [the card] is not attached to some kind of device that can alter or doctor the ball, it's 
no big deal." 
 
The only condition, which Davis did not violate in the Cubs' 7-1 victory Saturday, is that checking the 
card cannot delay the game. 
 
"I think it's great that our pitchers are able to have their game plans on them," Phillies manager Gabe 
Kapler said. "I think it takes a lot of mental focus, takes a lot of bandwidth to get out the best hitters in 
baseball, and when you can just take a little of that off your mind and put it on a card, I think that's 
helpful for pitchers and good for baseball." 
 
West based his decision on Rule 6.02(c)(7), which states the pitcher shall not "have on his person, or in 
his possession, any foreign substance." 
 
Davis twice pulled a piece of paper out of his back pocket Saturday. He studied the sheet before he 
faced Kris Bryant, sticking the paper back in his pocket before he threw a pitch. Davis pulled out the 
paper again before he faced pinch-hitter Addison Russell. 
 
That is when West approached Davis and confiscated it. 
 



 
"I know all the players now carry a cheat sheet like this," West said afterward. "I saw him take it out and 
I went, 'What the heck is that?' I said, 'You can have it back after the game, but you can't have it now.' I 
didn't want to throw him out. I know it's foreign, but he's not trying to cheat." 
 
Davis is believed to be the only Phillies pitcher to carry a scouting report with him to the mound. 
 
"This is something I create," he said. "We have our meeting where we go over the hitters. I take that 
information and put it on a card so I don't have to try and memorize it, and use my mental energy to get 
ready for the game. Then I just take a glance and go. 
 
"Our analytics department works really, really hard to come up with this stuff for us, and I want to use it 
because they work all day to come up with stuff to help get guys out. And if I have an answer to get a 
guy out, I want to know what that is." 
 
Some of the Cubs players do carry scouting reports in their back pockets. Maddon understands why 
players use them but didn't sound as if he endorsed the idea 100 percent. 
 
"The part I would be concerned with is you take the observation power of the player out of it also to the 
point where they become so reliant and spoon fed as opposed to understanding what they're seeing in 
front of them," Maddon said. 
 
"I believe in information, I believe in possibly being reminded but I still like the idea of players looking in 
the dugout," he said. "I like that connection between on the field and the dugout and your coach." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs use long ball to beat another ace in Aaron Nola 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- They didn't listen to their manager. They might not in October, either. But if Chicago 
Cubs hitters want to take matters into their own hands and simply bring the thunder against playoff-
caliber pitching, surely Joe Maddon won't mind. 
 
Before the Cubs' series-clinching, 8-1 win against Aaron Nola and the Philadelphia Phillies on Sunday, 
Maddon was opining about how to win a game against an elite arm like the Phillies' right-hander. 
 
"I still want to see us get back to opposite-field hitting," Maddon said. "Scoring runs with singles. ... 
That's what we have to show more of to beat the better pitching. To go out there and just beat them up 
with the three-run homer, that doesn't normally occur." 
 
Except it did Sunday against Nola. 
 
But instead of one three-run homer, the Cubs hit three solo shots off the Cy Young contender. The first 
one came from Daniel Murphy in the third inning, after Nola had struck out seven in a row, mostly with 
a devastating curveball. He never did recover from the gut punch delivered by Murphy, the Cubs' latest 
game-changer on offense. 
 
"I was probably as surprised as anyone to get Aaron right there, as well as he's been throwing it this 
year," Murphy said after the game. 
 



 
Nola looked human after the blast to right, which came on a 1-2 pitch after several foul balls. Soon after, 
Anthony Rizzo hit his 23rd home run of the season, and he was followed by MVP candidate Javy Baez 
hitting his 30th of the year while notching RBI No. 100 at the same time. That made it 3-0, and the Cubs 
never looked back. 
 
They added three triples in the game, compiling three home runs and three triples in the same game for 
just the second time since 1900, according to ESPN Stats & Information research. 
 
So about that scoring with singles Maddon was talking about? It never materialized, not that anyone is 
complaining. 
 
"We're just grinding out at-bats," Murphy said. 
 
If Baez was the offense's engine in the first half of the season, Murphy has been leader at the plate in 
the second half. In fact, before Murphy arrived, the Cubs were stuck in neutral on offense, languishing 
near the bottom of the NL in many post-All-Star-break categories. Murphy has been a difference-maker 
at exactly the time the Cubs needed him. 
 
"Daniel coming here is the separator," Maddon said. "For a while there, we weren't really playing a 
wonderful offensive brand of baseball." 
 
So what does this all mean? 
 
As long as Cubs hitters are thinking about using the whole field while making contact as often as 
possible, then good things like home runs will occur. For some reason, they got away from that early in 
the second half, but the fight has been there since Murphy came on board. Early on, he noticed his new 
team's ability to get up off the mat. The Cubs did it again this weekend. 
 
"After the first game of the series, it was really an embodiment of what I've seen from this ballclub from 
afar," Murphy said. 
 
A 2-1 loss in Game 1 of the series was followed by resounding 7-1 and 8-1 victories, with Sunday's win 
adding to the Cubs' list of vanquished aces. If you're keeping track at home, the Cubs won games this 
week that were started by Noah Syndergaard, Jacob deGrom, Mike Foltynewicz and now Nola. If that's 
not getting playoff-ready, nothing is. 
 
"We can be relentless at times," Maddon said. "I love that about our group. I'm still looking for that 
moment where we move the ball with a runner on third and less than two outs more consistently, but 
other than that, I thought there was a really good passing of the baton from one batter to the next." 
 
OK, OK, we get it. Maddon wants more than home runs. For example, the Cubs twice had a runner on 
third and no outs on Sunday but got that runner home only once. In fact, the whole reason Murphy is on 
the team is because the Cubs got away from what made them good on offense in the first half. It's a 
little ironic that he's the guy who changed Sunday's game -- not with an opposite-field dunk, but with a 
pulled blast to right. 
 
"You get smacked in the face and everything changes," Maddon said of Nola after the Murphy home 
run. 
 
As for the manager's formula for beating playoff pitching, he was right on the money in regard to at 
least one thing. 



 
 
"Beating good pitching starts with having good pitching yourself," he said. "You don't beat good pitching 
unless you pitch better. That's where it begins." 
 
Jon Lester delivered despite some hard-hit balls off him. He put up zeroes for six innings, allowing his 
offense to catch up to Nola. It did, and the Cubs sealed a big win, which has been a regular thing of late. 
 
"We've been playing as well as we've been playing all year," Maddon said. 
 
It's true. And the Cubs can put even more distance between them and their rivals if they can take care of 
business against a desperate Brewers team the next three days. And while Murphy has made a huge 
difference as of late, the noise regarding the MVP candidacy for Baez is getting loud again. Thirty home 
runs and 100 RBIs isn't exactly an every-year thing, especially for middle infielders. 
 
"I think everyone is getting to see what the hype is all about when they drafted him and called him up," 
Lester said. "Glad he's on our side." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Javy Baez reaches three milestones in one game 
By Dan Santaromita 
 
Cubs infielder Javy Baez is having the kind of season that is putting him in the MVP discussion. 
  
On Sunday, he hit some milestones to go with his case for illustrious award. First off, by taking the field, 
Baez reached 500 games for his career. The 25-year-old is in his fifth season with the Cubs, but this is by 
far his best. 
 
Baez homered off Phillies starter Aaron Nola in the sixth inning of an 8-1 Cubs win. He later added a 
triple, but that home run gave Baez a pair of round numbers. He is up to 30 home runs on the year, 
which is tied for seventh most in the National League. Baez also reached the magical 100-RBI mark, 
which is tied for the NL lead with Eugenio Suarez of the Reds. 
 
He became the first Cubs middle infielder to reach 100 RBIs since Ryne Sandberg in 1991. 
 
Baez has stiff competition in the MVP race, but he also leads the league in slugging percentage (.581) 
and is top 10 in stolen bases (21) and OPS (.912). He is also eighth in the NL with 131 strikeouts. 
 
There's still a month left, but Baez is setting career-highs across the board. The 30 home runs and 100 
RBIs are already new career-highs. The same goes for his 21 stolen bases and 83 runs scored. Baez is 
currently more than 100 points higher in OPS than he was last year (.797). 
 
-- 
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